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HIGHLIGHTS OFDA1!	

LETTER FROM BRITAI N

Has God Wearied of Mankind ?
"Ye have wearied the Lord with your words . Yet ye say, Wherei n

we wearied him?"—Malachi 2 :17
have

S ITUATED as they are betwee n
the two great military nations

of earth, both claiming the right
of leadership in their respective
spheres, it is small wonder that
the British people grow some-
what tired of the perpetual bar-
rage of criticism and vitupera-
tion which passes over their
heads en route to the camps of
these giant rivals. The effect of
all this propaganda upon the tra-
ditionally conservative mind o f
the British "man-in-the-street" i s
not always what its originator s
expect or desire . It is certainl y
not always what the British Gov-
ernment expects or desires .

Thus there is a strong minority
opinion in this country which sets
its face steadfastly against th e
use, or even the possession o f
nuclear weapons, demanding tha t
the government should confin e
its experiments to the advance-
ment of nuclear science for peace-
ful purposes only . In support o f
this view there are demonstra -
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tions such as the Aldermaston
Marchers, the Holy Loch Polari s
Submarine raiders, sit-down ob-
structionists in Whitehall and
other busy centres, all seeking t o
bring home to the ruling powers
the dangers of the present situa-
tion and the urgent need for a
re-alignment of policy if disaster
is to be avoided .

Economic Crisi s

AT THE time of writing, Grea t
Britain is in a period of economic
stress . For all too long the na-
tion has been spending more than
it has earned, a mode of life
which, while creating a pleasin g
illusion of prosperity for a short
time, is bound to end in final
disaster, as all thoughtful people
know.

Closely linked with this situa-
tion is the heart-searching prob-
lem of the European Common
Market. Shall we join or shall we
not? Dares the nation run the
risk of weakening the ties which



bind it to the Commonwealth b y
opening still wider its doors to
the competing products of traders
in Europe who may well under-
sell our good friends in Canada ,
Australia, New Zealand, et al ., a t
present enjoying preferentia l
treatment for their imports ?

Added to all this is the ne w
Berlin and nuclear tests crisi s
threatening to explode at any mo-
ment into open warfare and en -
gulf the world in another cata-
clysm of self-destruction eve n
more widespread and senseles s
than those which have gone be -
fore. The projection of man int o
space provides a diversion which,
when examined, reveals itself a s
a further calculated contributio n
to military domination rather
than a genuine attempt to ad-
vance the cause of peaceful scien-
tific discovery.

Where Are the Leaders?

AMIDST this perplexity an d
confusion of mind there appears
to be a marked absence of spirit-
ual guidance from leaders of re-
ligious thought in all denomina-
tions. The thinking man, be he
a recognized church member o r
not, rightly looks to such leaders
for guidance in these critical
days; but so far from receiving
comfort and encouragement, h e
finds conflicting theories and out-
worn dogmas, while religious big-
otry and intolerance add to his
perplexity and to an increasing
fear of what the future may hold.

It is a surprising fact that de -
spite these discouragements to
faith, and in spite of the rapi d
post-war growth of atheism and
agnosticism, there still exists i n
Britain a large and sincere body
of people holding to the simpl e
faith of the Bible and looking for
the fulfilment of the divine prom-
ise that ultimately God's kingdom
will come and his will shall be
done on earth as in heaven. But
how this is to be accomplished
and by whom, they know not, an d
their leaders either cannot, or
will not, tell them .

Even Churchill Wonders
EVEN THE great statesmen o f

this so-called Christian nation
are unsure of what lies before
them, as their public utterance s
so often denote . In a speech to
the House of Commons shortly
before he resigned the premier-
ship in 1955, Sir Winston Church -
ill had this to say:
"It does not matter so much to
old people ; they are going soon
anyway. But I find it poignan t
to look at youth in all its acti-
vities and ardour, and most of
all to watch little children play-
ing their merry games, and to
wonder what would lie before
them IF GOD WEARIED O F
MANKIND ."

Although these words wer e
spoken six years ago there is no
reason to suppose that Sir Win-
ston has less cause for uneasiness
today. The shape of things t o
come, as patterned over the las t
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five or six years, has certainly
not eased the anxiety of those
who have serious doubts respect-
ing the ability of mankind to en-
compass its own salvation .

Sir Winston wonders—as well
he might—what would lie before
coming generations if left to their
own devices . What a pity it is
that some other leaders in worl d
affairs do not also engage in a bi t
of wondering, more particularly
those who, supremely confident
in their own strength and wis-
dom, find little or no place i n
their lives for the spirit of the
Master, or in their counsels fo r
the worship of God .

Things Written Aforetim e

THE Apostle Paul, in hi s
Epistle to the Romans in chapte r
15, verse 4, makes the following
significant statement: "For what-
soever things were written afore -
time were written for our learn-
ing, that we through patience an d
comfort of the scriptures migh t
have hope." He here recognize s
an important and fundamenta l
truth respecting the Bible ; name-
ly, that it presents to the enquir-
ing mind a comprehensive and
harmonious picture of God's grea t
plan for human salvation, and
that the things which happene d
to the children of Israel, and to
their faithful worthies and thos e
before them, were not merely his-
torical episodes to be read with
casual interest, but were lessons
fraught with spiritual meaning
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for those who would come after
them and who, by reason of ou r
Lord's great sacrificial work ,
would be offered the great privi-
lege of joint-heirship with Christ ,
"if so be we suffer with him, tha t
we may be also glorified to-
gether ."—Rom. 8:17

To such Christians, who study
the Scriptures carefully, the pro-
phetic import of the apostle' s
words is clearly discernible . The
end of the world (or age) is seen
to be the dissolution of a world
system which has grown up since
the fall of Adam and has bee n
consolidated into an empire of
evil under the direct control of
Satan, "the prince of this world, "
whose aim has avowedly been t o
usurp the power and authority o f
God: "I will ascend above th e
heights of the clouds ; I will be
like the most High."—John 14 :30 ;
Isa . 14 :14

The events leading up to this
great climax in man's history, the
final "showdown" between Sa-
tan's evil aspirations and God' s
righteous judgment, are clearly
portrayed in both Old and New
Testaments, as is the glorious out -
come which Peter links with th e
second coming (presence) of ou r
Lord whom, he says, "the heave n
must receive [or retain] until th e
times of restitution of all things ,
which God hath spoken by th e
mouth of all his holy prophets
since the world began ."—Acts 3 :
19-21



Before this vast work of over -
throw and establishment can be -
come manifest to the world at
large, the gathering and glorifi-
cation of the church, the bride o f
Christ, must be completed; for it
is only through the instrumen-
tality of Christ and his glorified
church (the Christ, Head and
body) that the last stupendous ac t
of this great drama of human
destiny can be accomplished . And
so for over nineteen centuries th e
true church has been in process
of selection and proving ; our Lor d
himself as the Head, or firstfruits ,
his true followers as the body, o r
after-fruits .

During this time a great church -
state system of Christendom has
been reared and sustained by th e
Adversary . False teachers an d
leaders have arisen, as they di d
in Israel, seeking to deceive God' s
people and "draw away disciple s
after them." (Acts 20:30) The
truth of the Word has been be-
clouded by error, the simple faith
of the Early Church has become
for many a tangled skein of con-
flicting doctrines and sectarian
rivalries, until today this facad e
of Christian worship which goe s
by the name of Christendo m
(Christ's kingdom) presents a pic-
ture of confusion and idolatry
comparable with the worst mani-
festations of unfaithfulness s o
often and so vividly portrayed i n
the chequered history of God' s
typical people Israel .

Wearied with Words

SOME 400 years before our
Lord's first advent, in one of Is-
rael's periods of backsliding, th e
Prophet Malachi appeared on th e
scene as the messenger of God t o
his people. The high hopes which
had followed the rebuilding o f
to temple in 515 B . C. had not
been realised . There had been in-
termingling and intermarryin g
with the surrounding heathen na-
tions, and the priests had failed
lamentably in their responsibili-
ties as teachers and ministers un-
der the Law. A growing air o f
scepticism and indifference mani-
fested itself in lip worship rather
than in a genuine desire to serv e
God .

Only a very small minority re-
mained faithful to the true wor-
ship of Yahweh, and it is of these
that the prophet speaks when he
says, "They that feared the Lor d
spake often one to another: and
the Lord hearkened, and hear d
it, and a book of remembranc e
was written before him for them
that feared the Lord, and tha t
thought upon his name . "—Mal.
3 :16

It is in this context that the
warning words of Malachi come
to Israel, and particularly to the
priests, whom he indicts for be-
traying God's covenant with Levi
and causing the people to stumbl e
at the Law. These leaders were
making a hollow pretence of serv-
ing the true God while engagin g
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in, and condoning, acts of pro-
fanity which could only bring
upon them and the people the
severest punishment. Speaking as
God's mouthpiece he says, "Ye
have wearied the Lord with your
words. Yet ye say [as though un-
aware of your sin], Wherein have
we wearied him?"—Mal . 2 :,7

These experiences in Israel ,
and the prophecies associate d
with them, were not merely pass-
ing episodes in the history of a n
ancient people ; they were, as th e
Apostle Paul says, "Written afore -
time . . . for our learning." And i t
is not difficult to see in them a
picture of Christendom in thes e
latter days, days to which the tes-
timony of Scripture points con-
clusively as marking the end o f
Satan's domination, and the set-
ting up of Christ's kingdom o f
righteousness for which the world
has so long been waiting .

As It Was? So It Is !

AS IN Malachi's time, so it i s
today. Words, words, words—a
babel of competing voices, a con-
fused jargon of conflicting claim s
and counterclaims . Millions o f
professing Christians are Chris-
tians in name only, members o f
church and chapels which the y
seldom if ever attend . Those who
do attend come away bewildere d
and dispirited because of a lack
of that spiritual food which is es-
sential to the maintenance of the
Christian faith. Well may it be
said, in the words of the . prophet,

"Ye have wearied the Lord with
your words," "ye have robbed
me." (Mal. 3:8) But, thank God ,
it is true also today that ther e
are some who fear (reverence )
the Lord and who seek, in simpl e
worship and prayerful study, t o
show themselves approved unt o
God, "rightly dividing the Word
of truth."—II Tim . 2 :1 5

The warning words of Malach i
were to have their fulfilment
upon Israel in the tragic events
which followed upon our Lord' s
rejection and crucifixion at the
hands of that nation four centu-
ries later. He came to his own ,
his chosen people, but they di d
not recognize him. (John 1:11 )
Only a faithful remnant of the
Jewish people heard and accepte d
Jesus during the three and a hal f
years of his earthly ministry : and
to them, we are told, "gave h e
power to become the sons of
God."—John 1 :1 2

Very many Bible students be-
lieve that our Lord has already
returned and is invisibly presen t
with his church supervising and
directing the work of harvest an d
judgment which marks the end
of the age and the inauguration
of his millennial kingdom. The
vast church-state system of Chris-
tendom is unaware of this dispen-
sational truth, continuing to pro -
claim its authority and power as
the divinely appointed means o f
world conversion and ultimate
salvation, in open defiance of
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clear scriptural teaching to th e
contrary.

God's judgment upon the na-
tions is clearly foretold by th e
Prophet Zephaniah: "My deter-
mination is to gather the nations ,
that I may assemble the king-
doms to pour upon them mine in-
dignation, . . . for all the earth
shall be devoured with the fire
of my jealousy. For then [after
this symbolic fire] will I turn t o
the people a pure language, tha t
they may all call upon the name
of the Lord, to serve him with on e
consent." (Zeph. 3 :8, 9) Here is
a clear intimation of the purpose
underlying God's intention to in-
tervene in man's affairs. The fire
is that spoken of by our Lord
himself as ". . .great tribulation,
such as was not since the begin-
ning of the world, . . . no, nor ever
shall be ."—Matt . 24:21

The condemnation upon the na-
tions is sweeping . It excludes
none, whether claiming to be
Christian or not . All stand ar-
raigned before the bar of divine
justice . All have been weighed in
the balances and found wanting .
All must be destroyed as ruling
authorities in order that the
people may be freed from the
blinding influence of Satan, "the
prince of this world," and turne d
to the "pure language" of Christ' s
kingdom .

The Way Clear—The End Sure

HAS God wearied of mankind ?
No indeed! Mankind as a whol e
may have wearied of God; tha t
is, those among mankind who
have no real knowledge of him .
But divine love and mercy ar e
infinite . As with his rebellious
people of old, so with the "poor
groaning creation" in its entirety .
The chastening experiences of
the time of trouble marking the
end of "this present evil world "
are but the precursor of the "new
heavens and a new earth, wherei n
dwelleth righteousness," new
powers of spiritual control an d
new powers of earthly control—
all authority, under God, invested
in Christ Jesus and his glorified
church .—Rom. 8:22; Gal. 1:4 ;
II Pet . 3 :1 3

There is much to distress man-
kind in these days of unbridled
ambition and lust for power, but
to those who rest their faith in
God's Word the way is clear an d
the end sure . To such, the reali-
sation of his abiding faithfulnes s
brings a peace and joy which pas s
all human understanding . Behind
the scenes of man's feverish ac-
tivity the divine purpose is bein g
fulfilled in stately steppings
which will ere long bring true
happiness and life everlasting to
all who will obey the righteous
laws of his coming kingdom .
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Half-hour Programs

Albany, N . Y.—WAST-TV, channe l
13, Sundays, 9 :30 a.m.

Anchorage, Alaska—KTVA, Channel
11 (Time and day to be an-
nounced. )

Bakersfield, Calif .—KLYD-TV,Chan-
nel 17, Sundays, 12 :00 noo n

Bristol, Va .—WCYB-TV, Channel 5 ,
Sundays, 12 :00 noon .

Cleveland, Ohio—WEWS, Channel 5 ,
Saturdays, 9 :30 a.m.

Fairbanks, Alaska—KTVF, Channel
11 (Time and day to be an-
nounced. )

Grand Forks, N. Dak.—KNOX-TV ,
Channel 10, Sundays, 1 :00 p .m .

Grand Rapids, Mich.—WOOD-TV ,
Channel 8, Sundays, 10 :00 a . in .

Harrisonburg, Va.—WSVA-TV ,
Channel 3, Sundays, 12 :30 p.m.

Jefferson City, Mo.—KRCG-TV ,
Channel 13: as a fill-in when
possible .

Lafayette, Ind .—WFAM-TV, Channel
18, Sundays, 11 :00 a .m .

Little Rock, Ark .—KATV, Channe l
7, Sundays, 11 :30 a .m.

Oakhill, W. Va .—WOAY-TV, Chan-
nel 4, Sundays, 7 :30 p .m .

Alexandria, Minn .—KCMT-TV ,
Channel 7, Alternate Sundays ,
12 noon .

El Paso, Tex.—KELP-TV, Channe l
13, Sundays, 12 :00 noon .

Peterborough, Ont .—CHEX-TV, Sun -
days, 12 :00 noon.

Petersburg, Va.—WXEX-TV, Chan-
nel 8, Sundays, 8 :00 a .m .

Pittsburgh, Pa .--WTAE-TV, Channe l
4, Sundays, 9 :30 a .m.

Phoenix, Ariz:KTAR-TV, Channel ,
12, Sundays, 8 :30 a.m .

Portsmouth, Va.—WAVY-TV, Chan-
nel 10, Sundays, 9 :00 a .m .

Pueblo, Colo .—KCSJ-TV, Channel 5
Sundays, 2 :30 p .m .

Salinas, Calif .—KSBW-TV, Channe l
8, Sundays, 9 :30 a.m.

Salt Lake City, Utah—KUTV, Chan-
nel 2, Sundays, 11:00 a .m .

San Luis Obispo, Calif .—KSBY-TV ,
Channel 6, Sundays, 9 :30 a.m.

Seattle, Wash..—KIRO-TV, Channe l
7, Sundays, 10 :00 a .m .

Springfield, Mass .—WHYN-TV ,
Channel 40, Sundays, 12 :30 p .m .

Valley City, N. Dak.—KXJB-TV ,
Channel 4, Sundays, 11 :00 a .m.

Victoria, B . C .—CHEK-TV, Channe l
6, Saturdays, 4 :30 p .m.

Fifteen-minute Programs

Amarillo, Tex .—KVII-TV, Channel 7,
Sundays, 2 :45 p .m .

Charleston, W. Va.—WCHS-TV ,
Channel 8, Sundays, 2 :30 p .m .

London, Ky.—Channel 5, as a fill-i n

Tampa, Fla .—WFLA-TV, Channel 8,
AIt . Sundays, 8 :45 a .m .

TV SCHEDULE
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BROADCAST SCHEDUL E

NEW YORK

Buffalo

	

WNIA 1230 9,00 a .m .
Jamestown

	

WXYJ 1340 12 :05 p .m .
New York

	

WNTA 970 10 :00 a .m .
Rochester

	

WHEC 1460 11115 a .m .

NORTH CAROLIN A
Beaufort

	

WBMA 1400 9:00 a .m.
Belmont-Charlotte

WCGC 1270 12 :3 0
Elizabeth City WGAI 560 12 :0 5
Leaksville

	

WLOE 1490 12 :0 5

OHI O
Akron-Canton

	

WHLO 640 8 :15 a .m .
Cincinnati

	

WNOP 740 9 :00 a.m .
Columbus

	

WMNI 920 10 :30 a .m .
Piqua

	

WPTW 1570 11 :30 p.m .
Zanesville

	

WHIZ 1240 11 :45 a .m .

OKLAHOM A
Oklahoma City KTOK 1000 10 :05 a .m .

OREGO N
Astoria

	

KAST 1280 10:30 a .m .
Lebanon

	

KGAL 920 10:00 a .m .
Portland

	

KGON 1520 9:30 a .m .
The Dallas

	

KODL 1230 9:15 a .m .

PENNSYLVANI A

Allentown

	

WHOL 1600 10:45 a .m .
Pittsburgh

	

WWVA 1170 9:30 a .m .
Pottstown, Pa . WPAZ 1370 8 :30 a .m .
Wilkes Barre

	

WBAX 1240 2 :05 p .m .

TEXAS
Livingston

	

KVIL 1220 8 :45 a .m .
Lubbock

	

KDAV 580 9:45 a .m .

Pampa

	

KPDN 1340 10,35 a .m .
Sherman-Dennison KRRV 910 6135 p .m.
Wichita Falls

	

KWFT 620 10315 a .m .

UTAH
Salt Lake City

	

KSOP 1370 9130 a .m .

VIRGINIA
Richmond

	

WLEE 1480 9145 a .m .
Waynesboro

	

WAYB 1490 12,05 p .m .

WASHINGTO N
Bellingham

	

KPUG 1170 11 :15 a .m .
Centralia-Chehalis KELA 1470 10 :30 a .m .
Longview

	

KBAM 1270 10 :30 a .m .
Olympia

	

KGY 1240 10 :30 a .m .

Seattle

	

KTW 1250 1 :30 p.m .
Spokane

	

KLYK 1230 10 :30 a .m .

Tacoma

	

KTNT 1400 10 :00 a .m .

WEST VIRGINI A

Huntington

	

WPLH 1470 9 :45 a .m .
Wheeling

	

WWVA 1170 9,30 a .m .

WISCONSI N
Fond du Lac

	

KFIZ 1450 11 :05 a .m .
Janesville

	

WCLO 1230 11 :00 a .m .

WYOMING

Cheyenne

	

KVWO 1370 9 :05 a .m .

CANADA
Calgary, Alto .

	

CKXL 1140 10:45 a .m .

Corner Brook, Nfld .
CFCB 570 10 :30 a .m .

Hamilton, Ont . CHML 900 9 :45 a .m .
Prince Albert, Sask. CKBI 900 10 :30 a . m

St . John's, N'fld . VOCM 590 10 :30 a . m

Vancouver, B . C . CJOR 600 9 :00 a . m

Dauphin, Man . CKDM 730 10:30 a .m .

p .m.
p .m.
p .m .

NOVEMBER RADIO TOPIC S

5—"A Conquering Ruler"

	

19—"Are the Dead Alive? "
12—"The World's Judgment Day?" 26—"The Language of the Bible"



BIBLE STUDY

GOD'S PLAN FOR MAN
Lesson XIV

Object of Our Lord's Return

I
N A former study we Iearned that
Jesus was born into the world

as a man in order that he might
sacrifice his human life for the sin s
of the people, and thus redeem
them from death. It was for this
purpose that he gave his flesh, his
humanity, for the life of the
world. l

The work of the Lord in the
earth since Jesus' death and resur-
rection has not been the restorin g
of the people to health and life
on earth (though this was provide d
by his death and resurrection), but
the selection from mankind of
those willing to suffer and die wit h
him, that they might live and reig n
with him. This company of people
is described in the Bible as a
"people for his name." 2

However, the Scriptures assure
us that as a result of the redeemin g
work of Christ mankind will be re-
stored to life on the earth. Christ
returns to earth to accomplish thi s
great work during what the Bibl e
describes as "times of restitution of
all things ." The Bible informs us
that the "times of restitution" hav e
been foretold by all of God's holy
prophets.3

Isaiah was one of God's holy

prophets, and he foretold a day
when the people would not say
they were sick.4 Isaiah also fore-
cast that blind eyes would be
opened, and that deaf ears would
be unstopped; and that those re -
deemed by Jesus—"the ransome d
of the Lord"—would return fro m
death . 5 In another forecast of th e
"times of restitution" Isaiah wrot e
that God would wipe away th e
tears of the people, and that death
would be destroyed.6

Jeremiah was another of God's
holy prophets, and he foretold tha t
children who had died would b e
restored to life, brought back, tha t
is, from "the land of the enemy." 7

The work of restoring mankind
to health and life on the earth wil l
be accomplished through the agen-
cies of Christ's kingdom. This king-
dom is symbolized in the Bible by
a mountain, "the mountain of th e
Lord," and the Prophet Micah fore -
told that in this "mountain," or
kingdom of the Lord, the peopl e
would learn war no more, and tha t
none would make them afraid .8

In the Old Testament those who
have died are likened to prisoners
who are held captive . Their awak-
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ening from death is described as
a release from their captivity. Ezek-
iel, another of God's holy prophets ,
using this terminology, foretold the
restoration of the Sodomites, the
Samaritans, and the Israelites?
Using this same language the
Prophet Jeremiah foretold the res -

toration of other wicked people o f
the past. 1 O

The Prophet Habakkuk foretol d
that following the return of the
Lord the earth would be filled wit h
a knowledge of the glory of the
Lord.' All of these blessings will
come to the peoples of the earth
as a result of our Lord's return .

STUDENTS' HELPS

QUESTION S

What was one of the main pur-
poses of Christ's first advent?

What has been the work of the
Lord in the earth since the death
and resurrection of Jesus?

What is one of the main purpose s
of Christ's return to earth at his
second advent? How does Pete r
describe this future accomplish-
ment?

Cite some of Isaiah's prophecie s
concerning the "times of restitution
of all things . "

BIBLE PROOF
'John 6 :51 'Jer. 31 :15-17
1Acts 15 :14 BMicah 4 :1-4
3 Acts 3 :19-21 9 Ezek. 16 :5 3
4Isa. 33 :24 10 Jer.

	

48 :47 ; 49 : 3
5lsa . 35 :5,

	

10 ' , Flab. 2 :1 4
Elsa . 25 :8

How do we know that children
will be raised from the dead during
"the times of restitution"?

What is one of the symbols of
Christ's kingdom? What assurance
is given us in one of Micah's proph-
ecies in which this symbol is used ?

How does the Old Testament
sometimes describe the dead, an d
how is their resurrection promised ?

When will the knowledge of the
Lord fill the earth ?

REFERENCE MATERIAL
"The Divine Plan of the Ages,"

pages 93-95 .

SUMMARY OF IMPORTANT THOUGHT S

Christ does not return to destroy the earth, but to restore the
people to health and life .

BIBLE STUDY
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GOD'S PLAN FOR MAN

Lesson XV

The Kingdom of Christ

T HE kingdom of Christ is a very
prominent topic of the Bible .

It is sometimes referred to as the
kingdom of God, which is appro-
priate because it is God who pro-
vided for his Son to set up the
kingdom in the earth. It is also
sometimes referred to as the king-
dom of heaven, which emphasize s
that this world government o f
promise is not of human plannin g
and origin, but is set up and em-
powered by the God of heaven . '

Some of the promises and proph-
ecies of the Bible pertaining to th e
kingdom refer to its rulers, while
others pertain to its subjects, those
who have an opportunity to be
blessed through the administration
of its righteous laws . Jesus Christ
will be the great King, or Ruler,
in that kingdom. 2

Associated with Jesus as rulers i n
his kingdom will be those who ,
during the Gospel Age, have denie d
themselves and faithfully taken u p
their cross to follow him, willingly
drinking of his cup of suffering.
These are spoken of in the Scrip-
tures as those who suffer and die
with Jesus, and as being raised
from the dead to live and reig n
with him . 3

Jesus and his followers will no t
rule as human kings, but as divine ,
and will be invisible to human

eyes." The assurance is given the
followers of Jesus that they shal l
be like him . 5

One of the illustrations the Bible
gives of the change of nature from
human to divine is being "bor n
again ." Jesus explained to Nice-
demus that those who are born
again are invisible and powerful ,
like the wind . 6 The birth from hu-
man to spirit nature takes place in
the resurrection ; and when Jesu s
was raised from the dead he was
able to go and come invisibly, ap-
pearing to his disciples only whe n
he wished to do so .

These invisible and powerfu l
kings, or rulers, in the kingdom o f
Christ will be represented on th e
earth and among men by the an-
cient servants of God who suffered
and died for righteousness' sake
prior to the first advent of Jesus .
These are referred to in the Bible
as the "fathers," and the promise
is that they are to be made "prince s
in all the earth ." 7

The Apostle Paul explains that
these ancient and faithful servant s
of God will be brought forth fro m
death perfect, in what he describes
as a "better resurrection ." B Paul
mentions the names of a few of
these ancient worthies, but the
Scriptures indicate that there are
many others of those former age s
who proved their loyalty to God
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and will be used in the kingdom .
Jesus also referred to the ancient
worthies, and to their place in his
kingdom . 9

"It is through these two phases
of the kingdom that the promise to
Abraham is to be verified—`In thee
and in thy seed shall all the fami-
lies of the earth be blessed."Thy
seed shall be as the sand of th e
sea, and as the stars of heaven'

an earthly and a heavenly seed,
both God's instruments of blessing
to the world . . . . This root-covenant
[Rom. 11:17] bears these two dis-
tinct kinds of branches, each of
which in the resurrection will bear
its own distinct kind of perfect
fruitage—the human and spiritual
classes in kingdom power ." *

"The Divine Plan of the Ages,"
page 292.

STUDENTS' HELP S

QUESTIONS
Mention different ways in whic h

the messianic kingdom is described
in the Bible, and explain.

Who will be the subjects in the
kingdom, and who will be the great
King ?

Who will be associated with Jesus
as kings in his kingdom?

Will Jesus and his joint-heirs rul e

BIBLE PROOF

'Dan . 2 :44 s I John 3 :1-3 ;
'tech . 9 :9,

	

10 ; II Pet .

	

1 : 4
Rev. 19 :16 ; "John 3 :6 . 8
John 18 :37 'Ps. 45 :1 6

3 Rev . 20 :4 BHeb . 11 :35, 39, 40
"Col . 1 :13-15 9 Matt . 8 :11 ;

Luke 13:28, 29

in the earth as humans? Explain .

What is one of the illustrations
the Bible gives of the change fro m
human to spirit nature?

Who will serve as the human an d
visible representatives of the spir-
itual rulers in Christ's kingdom?

Will the ancient worthies be im-
perfect when they are raised from
the dead?

REFERENCE MATERIA L
"The Divine Plan of the Ages,"
pages 288-291 .

SUMMARY OF IMPORTANT THOUGHT S

There will be rulers and subjects in the kingdom of Christ . The
principal rulers will be spiritual and invisible to men, but will have
human representatives.

BIBLE STUDY

	

t3



GOD'S PLAN FOR MA N

Lesson XV I

Subjects of Kingdom Blessed

THE subjects of Christ's kingdo m
will be the people of the whole

world, including those who have
died, with the exception of thos e
who, during the time they lived,
proved worthy to be among either
the spiritual or earthly rulers in
the kingdom. These blessings will
consist of all the good things which
properly belong to humans who de-
sire to be in harmony with the
righteous laws of their Creator . 1
These blessings are fittingly re-
ferred to in one of the promise s
of the Bible as a "feast"1

There are many heretofore un-
obtainable blessings for which the
human race has yearned and strug-
gled . One of these is peace . The
people of all nations have longe d
for a time when there would be
no more wars, and God has prom-
ised that through the agencies of
Christ's kingdom peace will be es-
tablished—universal and eterna l
peace . °

Throughout the ages there ha s
always been a great deal of uncer-
tainty with many concerning thei r
economic needs. While in America,
Social Security has eased these
tensions to some extent, the prob-
lem is far from solved on a globaI-
wide basis. Only Christ's kingdom
will bring the real solution . Under
the laws of that kingdom equitable
and happy conditions will exist for
all .^

Another contributing cause of
human unhappiness has been the
wide conflict of opinion with re-
spect to God and religion . In every
age this has led to bitter hatre d
and persecution . In many countries
today efforts are being made to
solve this problem, but at bes t
these lead only to surface agree-
ments of unity . However, throug h
the administration of Christ's king-
dom this problem will be complete-
ly and eternally solved .

God's promises assure us that he
will write his law in the hearts of
the people and that all shall truly
know him.°

	

-

We are also assured that th e
Lord will turn a pure message of
truth to the people, upon the basis
of which all will serve him united-
ly.° We are informed that then th e
knowledge of the Lord will fill th e
earth as the waters cover the sea .'

All these blessings, wonderful as
they are, would be of no permanen t
value if the people continued to be -
come ill and die, so the Scriptures
assure us that the problem of sick-
ness and death will also be solved .
This plague upon the human race
will be destroyed. °

The blessings of Christ's kingdo m
will be extended to those who are
dead, for they will be awakene d

14
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from the sleep of death.° The en -
tire dead world of mankind has
been ransomed by the death of
Jesus, and we are promised that

the ransomed of the Lord are to
return from death. 10 This will in-
clude the wicked as well as the
righteous."

STUDENTS' HELPS

QUESTIONS

Who will be the subjects of
Christ's kingdom, and what bless-
ings will they receive? How does
the Bible symbolize these blessings ?

Quote scriptures to prove that
Christ's kingdom will give peace to
all mankind.

Will the subjects of Christ's king-
dom need to have any fears con-
cerning their food, clothing, and
shelter?

BIBLE PROOF
'Ps . 145:16

	

sZeph. 3 : 9
aIsa. 25 :6

	

'Isa. 11 : 9
3Ps . 46:9, 10 ; Elba. 33 :24; 25 ; 8 ;
Isa. 2 :3, 4 ; 9:7 I Cor. 15 :25, 26

•Micah 4 :4 ; Ps. 9Dan . 12 :2 ;
72 :11-13; Isa .

	

John 5:28, 29
65 :21, 22

	

' °Isa . 35:1 0
+Jer. 31:31-34 "Acts 24:15

Will religious controversy contin-
ue during the thousand years of
Christ's kingdom? Quote some of
the texts of the Bible on this ques-
tion.

Will Christ's kingdom remove th e
plague of sickness and death ?

Will those who have died have
an opportunity to enjoy the bless-
ings of Christ's kingdom ?

REFERENCE MATERIAL
"The Divine Plan of the Ages,"
pages 111-114.

SUMMARY OF IMPORTANT THOUGHT S

The blessings of Christ's kingdom will be so all-comprehensive and

satisfying that the Bible likens them to a "feast of fat things" whic h
the Lord will make for all people .

BIBLE STUDY
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GOD'S PLAN FOR MAN

Lesson XVII

God Tests His Peopl e

I T IS the will of God that all o f
his intelligent creatures shall en-

joy everlasting life . Humans are
now dying, not because they were
created to die, but because of sin .
None will be granted everlasting
life until he has proved worthy by
obedience to divine law.

Our first parents had the test of
obedience placed before them . '
They failed to pass this test, so
they were sentenced to death .2
Through the law of heredity th e
penalty of death passed on t o
Adam's posterity, so the entire hu-
man race became a dying race .3

However, through Christ, God's
love made provision for the release
of mankind from the original death
penalty, and for each member of
the human race individually to hav e
an opportunity to prove worthy of
everlasting life . 4 Jesus did not com e
into the world to condemn the
people, but that all might have an
opportunity to live . s

This opportunity will be given t o
the world in general in a futur e
period of time described in the
Bible as a day of judgment.6 Thi s
day, or period of judgment, or
testing, will be a time of enlighten-
ment when the people will learn
righteousness . ?

With the exception of the gen-
eration living at the beginning of

this future period of testing, it will
be necessary for mankind to b e
awakened from the sleep of deat h
in order to be enlightened concern-
ing the divine will for them. The '
impartation of this knowledge to
the world of mankind is represent-
ed in the Bible as being accom-
plished by the opening of "books," ;
and those who obey the things
written in these books are said t o
have their names enrolled in th e
"book of life." 8

Christ will be the great Judg e
during the world's judgment day .
He is described in the Bible as
"that Prophet," or teacher, and the
information is given that those wh o
will not obey that Prophet will b e
destroyed . 9 This destruction of the
wilfully wicked is described in the
Bible as the "second death," whic h
is symbolized by a "lake of fire .." 1 O

Jesus made a promise of the res-
urrection of the dead in which h e
spoke of the righteous—those wh o
have "done good"—coming forth
to life, and the unrighteous—thos e
who have "done evil"—coming
forth to judgment.' 1 One group
of the righteous will be made up
of the faithful servants of God,
from Abel to the first advent o f
Jesus . These will come forth in " a
better resurrection ." 12 The faithful
of the present age will also come
forth to life—even to immortal life
in "the first resurrection." 1 3
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The ancient worthies, who will
not come into the future judgment ,
will be the representatives of the
Christ in the work of judging the
world . 14 The faithful followers of

Jesus during the present age wil l
come forth in the resurrection to
be associated with Jesus as co-
judges of the world of mankind,
and these will be represented o n
earth by the ancient worthies."

STUDENTS' HELPS
QUESTION S

What is the condition upon which
any of God's intelligent creature s
may enjoy everlasting life? How
has this been demonstrate d
throughout the earth since the day s
of Eden?

What provision has God made t o
give life to the condemned and dy-
ing world?

When will the world in general
be given an opportunity to learn
and obey the will of God ?

How will those who have die d
throughout the ages be given a
knowledge of the truth?

BIBLE PROOF
'Gen. 2 :16, 17 9 Acts 3 :23
2 Gen.

	

3 :17-19 "Rev. 20 :14, 15
3Rom. 5 :12 "John 5:28, 29, R . V .
4John 3:16 "2Heb. 11 :3 5
'John 3 :17 "I Cor . 15 :53 ;
6Acts 17 :31 Rom . 2 :7 ; Rev . 20 : 6
'Isa . 26 :9 ; "Ps . 45 :16 ; Matt . 8 :1 1
Ps .

	

96 :10-13 "I Cor. 6 :2

How is the impartation of knowl-
edge to the world illustrated in th e
Book of Revelation?

Who will be the great Judge o f
the world, and what will happen
to those who disobey him ?

What did Jesus say about the
resurrection of the righteous and
the unrighteous ?

What part will the followers o f
Jesus have in the future work o f
judgment? Who will then be th e
human representatives of Chris t
and his true church?

REFERENCE MATERIA L
"The Divine Plan of the Ages, "
pages 143-147 .

'Rev. 20 :12

SUMMARY OF IMPORTANT THOUGHT S

No one will have eternal life until proved worthy of it . Some have
proved worthy in this life, and the remainder will be given a future
test.

BIBLE STUDY
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GOD'S PLAN FOR MA N

Lesson XVIII

The First Resurrectio n

THE Apostle Paul wrote that un-
less there is a resurrection of

the dead even Christians perish in
death) This means that all hope of
life beyond the grave depends upon
the dead being restored to life in
the resurrection. But all the dead
are not to be resurrected at the
same time, nor will all be restored
to the same plane of life . In the
resurrection some will be given
spiritual bodies, and some human
bodies . 2

Those who receive a spiritua l
body in the resurrection will in-
herit a heavenly home? These are
the footstep followers of Jesus,
who, inspired by the heavenly
promises of the Bible, set their af-
fections on things above, and "run "
for "the prize of the high calling
of God in Christ Jesus."4

The followers of Jesus, togethe r
with him, are described by the
Apostle Paul as "the firstfruits" of
the resurrections We know that
the faithful followers of the Maste r
are included in the "firstfruits "
class because the Apostle James
and the Apostle John testify to this
effect. 6

One of the divine purposes in ex-
alting the faithful followers of th e
Master to the spiritual plane of life
is that they might reign with Chris t
in his thousand-year kingdom. In
this connection they are said to be

brought forth from death in "th e
first resurrection."7

This "little flock" who will thus
receive this exalted position in th e
kingdom will be raised up to the
highest plane of spiritual life ,
which is referred to in the Bibl e
as "the divine nature"s They are
to receive immortality . 9 Humans do
not, by nature, possess immortal-
ity, but, as the Scriptures so clearly
set forth, it is bestowed upon th e
faithful followers of Jesus as a re-
ward when they are brought forth
in "the first resurrection"

The Bible refers to this highest-
of-all planes of existence as the
"crown" of life and of righteous-
ness 10 The way that leads to thi s
high exaltation with Jesus is one
of sacrifice and suffering. It is a
way that is not pleasant to th e
flesh, but the end will be glorious
for all those who are faithful—
faithful even unto death .

God's grace and strength is espe-
cially bestowed upon those who
walk in the narrow way of sacrifice .
The Bible assures us that the same
mighty power which raised Jesus
from the dead is employed on be -
half of all his faithful followers .
This is true during the presen t
time when they are Iaying down
their lives in sacrifice ; and it will
also be true, as it was with Jesus,
that divine power will raise the m
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up in the resurrection, high above wonderful and inspiring. Let us
every other creature in the uni- give thanks that our loving Heav-
verse ."

	

enly Father has called us to this
The plan of God for the faithful "heavenly calling ." Let us endeavor

followers of the Master is truly to be faithful day by day . t 2

STUDENTS' HELPS

QUESTION S

Perhaps you have not realized that the Bible refers to a special
resurrection of the true followers of Jesus. If not, these question s
will be of special interest to you .

Why would Christians perish in What is one of the purposes of
death if there were no resurrection God in exalting Christians to a
of the dead? Will all who are spiritual plane of life in the "first"
raised from the dead be given the resurrection ?
same kind of bodies?

	

How does the Bible describe the
How does the Bible describe the plane of life to which Christian s

home to be inherited by Christians? are exalted? Why is it called a
How do we know that the fol- "crown" of life ?

lowers of the Master are included

	

How can we be sure if we are
in "the firstfruits" of the resurrec- faithful we can attain to this hig h
tion?

	

plane of life with Jesus ?

BIBLE PROOF
'I Cor. 15 :16 . 18

	

Luke 12 :32 ;
21 Cor. 15 :38,

	

II Pet . 1 : 4
40-42

	

Mom. 2 :7 ;
'I Pet . 1 :3-5

	

I Cor . 15 :54
4Col . 3 :1-3 ; Phil. "Rev. 2 :10 ;

3 :10-14 ; Heb . 12 :1

	

II Tim. 4: 8
sI Cor. 15 :23

	

"Eph. 1 :16-2 3
°James 1 :18 ;

	

"Heb. 3 :1 ;
Rev . 14 :4

	

Luke 9 :2 3
'Rev. 20 :6

REFERENCE MATERIA L
"The Atonement Between God and
Man," pages 394-396 .

SUMMARY OF IMPORTANT THOUGHT S

Only those who are brought forth in "the first resurrection" ar e
to receive "glory and honor and immortality . "

BIBLE STUDY
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tCHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE1

The Example of Mose s

"By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be calle d
the son of Pharaoh's daughter; choosing rather to suffer affliction
with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a
season; esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the
treasures in Egypt : for he had respect unto the recompense of the

reward ."—Hebrews 11 :24.26

j
AIMS wrote, "Take, my breth-
ren, the prophets, who have

spoken in the name of the Lord,
for an example of suffering afflic-
tion, and of patience ." (James 5 :
10) Moses is outstanding amon g
the prophets of the Old Testa-
ment, both in patient suffering of
affliction with the people of God ,
and in the wonderful manner i n
which Jehovah used him in the
accomplishment of his purposes .
Moses was used by God, not onl y
as a prophet, but also as a deliv-
erer and lawgiver.

Moses was also used by Jeho-
vah as a type of Christ . God said
to Moses concerning the Israel-
ites, "I will raise them up a
prophet from among their breth-
ren, like unto thee, and will pu t
my words in his mouth ; and h e
shall speak unto them all that I
shall command him ." (Deut . 18 :
18) The Apostle Peter quotes thi s
prophecy and applies it to Christ

and his work during "the times
of restitution of all things ."—
Acts 3 :22, 23

To review the life and charac-
ter of Moses is to be conscious of
the fact he was one greatly use d
by the Lord, and one whose ex-
periences many times reflecte d
the miracle-working power of the
great Jehovah, our Heavenly Fa-
ther . This is true of Moses, be -
ginning with infancy .

Born in Egypt at a time when ,
by the edict of Pharaoh, all the
male children of the Hebrews
were ordered to be slain, Moses '
life at once was in jeopardy . His
mother saw that he was a "good-
ly" child, and decided to do wha t
she could to save the baby's life .
(Exod . 2 :2) She concealed him a t
home for three months, and then ,
realizing she could not continu e
doing this, hid him in a basket
which floated amidst the bulrush -
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es in the shallow waters at the
edge of the Nile River.

The story of the baby's discov-
ery by Pharoah's daughter, her
decision to raise him as her own
son, and the arrangements for the
mother to be his nurse, is wel l
known. And here, in a special
way, began the overruling provi-
dences of the Lord in Moses' life .

God foreknew that later he
would use Moses to deliver hi s
people from Egyptian bondage ,
and that it would be a great asset
to this deliverer for him to b e
acquainted with Egyptian culture ;
so he overruled the circumstances
of his life in such a way that he
became "learned in all the wis-
dom of the Egyptians, and was
mighty in words and deeds ."—
Acts 7 :2 2

The fact that Moses' own moth-
er served as his nurse during hi s
formative years meant that he
would also be well schooled in
the hopes of his people, the chil-
dren of Abraham. We are assured
of this, for we are told that it
was upon the basis of faith that
his mother sought to save hi s
life, not being "afraid of th e
king's commandment ." (Heb . 11 :
23) The faith of this mother in
Israel assures us that she had im-
plicit confidence in the promise s
of God, and that she would most
certainly instruct her son Moses
in the hopes of her people. The
proof of this is that when Moses
"was come to years" he "refused

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE

to be called the son of Pharaoh's
daughter," but chose "rather t o
suffer affliction with the people
of God." The record is that h e
"esteemed the reproach of Chris t
greater riches than the treasure s
in Egypt : for he had respect unt o
the recompense of the reward ."—
Heb. 11:24-2 6

Under the circumstances ther e
seems to have been only the on e
person who could have imparted
the information to Moses that en-
abled him to share the messiani c
hopes of his people, and that was
his mother . Not only did he know
of the promises made to father
Abraham, but he had seen i n
those promises the assurance of
a coming deliverer, a Messiah, a
Christ. And, being inspired by
this glorious hope, it now meant
more to him than anything th e
royal court of Egypt could pos-
sibly offer.

Experience Necessary

THERE was no question o f
Moses' faith and zeal and cour-
age, even at the early age of
forty, but he lacked that meek-
ness and mellowness which wer e
needed to make him a truly ac-
ceptable and powerful servant of
God. These were qualities h e
could not learn from his mother ,
nor from any other source excep t
experience. In his misguided ea-
gerness to serve his people an d
deliver them from Egyptian op-
pression, he slew an Eygptian ,

21



and this made it necessary fo r
him to flee from Pharaoh's court ,
and from the country.

We next find Moses in the lan d
of Midian . Sympathetic to huma n
needs, and with a heart rebellious
against oppression, he is quick t o
render assistance to the daugh-
ters of the priest (margin ,
"prince") of Midian, who were be-
ing ruthlessly hindered from wa-
tering their father's flock of
sheep. (Exod. 2:16, 17) This led
to his acceptance in this vener-
able family of Midian, and h e
married one of the prince' s
daughters .

Here Moses remained for forty
years . All that is said of his ac-
tivities during that long period
of time is that he "kept the flock
of Jethro his father-in-law. "
(Exod. 3:1) This statement i s
made concerning Moses at th e
end of his forty years in Midian .
Since he was watching flocks at
this time, we can assume that thi s
had been his work during the en -
tire forty years.

And what a wonderful prepara-
tion this was for the task ahea d
which Jehovah had designed for
him! He was to be a great leader
and lawgiver, but first he had to
learn humbly to be led, and to
obey the laws, the rules, the reg-
ulations laid down by another .
Moses learned humility and obe-
dience through the everyday ex-
periences of a shepherd's life .

How wonderful it is to realize
that the Lord knows how to shap e
the experiences of his people in
a manner best calculated to teac h
them the character lessons they
need to know in order to serv e
him acceptably. Fortunate are w e
if we recognize the hand of th e
Lord in the experiences which he
permits to come into our lives.

Peter admonished us to humble
ourselves under the mighty hand
of God, and that if we did God
would exalt us in due time . a Pet .
5 :6) As consecrated servants o f
God we recognize the value o f
this admonition, and if some dire
calamity befell us which we fel t
was permitted by the Lord w e
perhaps would not have too muc h
difficulty accepting it as from
him and humbling ourselves un-
der his mighty hand .

But this is not usually the way
the Lord humbles his people .
John raised the question as t o
how well we love God whom w e
have not seen, if we do not lov e
our brethren whom we do see .
We could say the same thin g
about humility. How de we know
that we are truly humble befor e
God if we are not humble in our
dealings with our own brethren
in Christ?

So the Lord often tests our
genuine humility by seeing ho w
well we endure the petty trial s
that come to us through our
brethren . Paul admonished tha t
we be subject one to another .
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This is a real test of humility . It
is so difficult at times to take di-
rections of any kind from our
brethren, yet this may be the
very means which the Lord is us-
ing to teach us the needed lesson
of humility.

But Iessons of this sort are not
learned in a day. They ofttime s
have to be repeated over and
over again . The haughtiness and
self-reliance displayed by Mose s
when he slew an Egyptian in a n
abortive effort to help his ow n
people were not dissipated by his
first day's experiences in Midian .
It required forty years on the
desert as a shepherd, under th e
direction of his father-in-law, to
teach him that by his own wis-
dom and ability he could accom-
plish nothing . Having learned this
lesson, Moses was now materia l
the Lord could use .

The Burning Bush

MOSES' call into the Lord' s
service came unexpectedly and
dramatically. He had led his fa-
ther-in-law's flock to the "back
side of the desert," and near t o
"the mountain of God, even t o
Horeb ." (Exod. 3 :1) Here an ange l
of the Lord appeared to Mose s
in a burning bush which was
not consumed by the flames .

He turned aside to witness thi s
strange sight, and through the
angel the Lord addressed him,
"Moses, Moses, " and he replied ,
"Here am I ." (vs . 4) The Lord con-

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE

tinued, "Put off thy shoes from
off thy feet, for the place where -
on thou standest is holy ground . "
Then the Lord identified himself ,
saying, "I am the God of thy fa-
ther, the God of Abraham, th e
God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob ."—vss. 5, 6

The Lord explained to Moses
that the time had now come fo r
his people to be delivered from
their bondage in Egypt ; and add-
ed, "Come now therefore, and I
will send thee unto Pharaoh, that
thou mayest bring forth my
people the children of Israel out
of Egypt." Moses' response wa s
negative . "Who am I," he asked ,
"that I should go unto Pharaoh ,
and that I should bring forth the
children of Israel out of Egypt? "
—vss . 10, 11

In Numbers 12:3 Moses is re-
ferred to as the meekest of al l
men. But the usual thought of
meekness hardly corresponds to
the Hebrew word used here .
Smith's Bible Dictionary suggest s
that the expression "much endur-
ing" would be nearer the correct
thought. Prof. Strong gives the
literal meaning of the Hebre w
word as being "depressed . "

The thought seems to be that
the very trying experience s
through which Moses passed had
caused him to lose confidence in
himself, almost to the point o f
being depressed . He had not lost
faith in God, but in himself . In
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this attitude of mind he probably
felt quite secure merely to be
serving his father-in-law as a
humble shepherd . This he could
do, but to return to Egypt, ap-
pear before Pharaoh and demand
the release of the children of
Israel, was not for him .

The Lord's response to Moses
was to the point, and positive :
"Certainly I will be with thee ;
and this shall be a token unto
thee, that I have sent thee : When
thou has brought forth the peopl e
out of Egypt, ye shall serve God
upon this mountain ." (Exod. 3 :12)
This was assuring Moses that be-
cause God would be with him his
leadership would accomplish it s
purpose . The Israelites would be
delivered .

But Moses was cautious . He
doubtless remembered his own
experiences in Egypt . He kne w
that the God of Abraham, and o f
Isaac, and of Jacob was not ac-
cepted as God in the court o f
Pharaoh. Besides, Moses might
well have wondered about the Is-
raelites . He learned about Israel' s
God from his mother, but hi s
people had been in slavery to th e
Egyptians for an additional forty
years since he had left the coun-
try. How much did they know
about the true God ?

So Moses asked God what nam e
he would use when he told his
people that their God had sent
him to deliver them from their

bondage. "And God said unto
Moses, I AM THAT I AM : and h e
said, Thus shalt thou say unto th e
children of Israel, I AM hath sen t
me unto you ." (ch . 3 :14) The He-
brew word here translated "I AM "
literally means to exist, or th e
ever-existing one . What a wonder-
ful name for God to use under
the circumstances !

For many generations the Is-
raelites had been in Egypt . God's
hand was wonderfully manifested
on their behalf at the beginning .
But following the death of Joseph
and Jacob, and the coming to th e
throne of rulers who had no in-
terest in what Joseph had done
for the Egyptians, the experi-
ences of the Israelites had been
most difficult . Moses knew o f
these circumstances . He had been
out of touch with the Israelites
for forty years, serving those wh o
knew not the God of Abraham ,
Isaac, and Jacob .

But now he was being remind-
ed, and being told to remind th e
Israelites, that the God of their
fathers was still the same tru e
and ever-living God; that while
they may have changed, he had
not, and that now, having heard
their cries of oppression, he ha d
sent his messenger to deliver
them. Yes, the God who had pro-
vided for their salvation in Egyp t
was now prepared and able to
deliver them and escort them to
their Promised Land .
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But still Moses was not fully
ready to accept the assignment
to be Israel's deliverer . He
thought of another of his handi-
caps—he was not a fluent speak-
er. How could he plead for Is-
rael's deliverance before the
mighty Pharaoh? Certainly tha t
forty years on the desert had "de-
pressed" Moses into a very low
estimate of his own abilities. But
with Moses, as with all of his
people, the Lord is able to make
up for any deficiencies they may
have when he calls them into hi s
service . For Moses he provided
a mouthpiece in his brothe r
Aaron .

Israel Delivered

THE attitude of Moses through
all the trying experiences inci-
dent to the deliverance of the
Israelites from Egyptian bondage
is worthy of emulation . Assigned
a task for which he did not ask ,
and for which he felt quite in -
adequate, he nevertheless em -
barked upon his mission wit h
strength and courage. Moreover,
its accomplishment required
much patience and humility.

The opposition of Pharaoh wa s
to be expected, but it is doubtful
if Moses realized how long drawn-
out it would be, and how many
times he would have to go back
to Pharaoh before the peopl e
were finally released . But for
Moses, probably even more diffi-
cult to bear were the complaints
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and opposition of the Israelite s
themselves—his own people.

The "depressed" Moses foun d
little encouragement from the
Israelites ; yet now that he had
undertaken the mission assigned
to him, he pressed on with it
faithfully day by day, no matter
what the opposition was, or fro m
whence it came. This is an essen-
tial trait of character for all wh o
seek to serve the Lord . The serv-
ice of the Lord in this preesnt
evil world is never easy . There
are always trials, difficulties, op-
position, and often from the most
unexpected sources.

The Israelites were finally per-
mitted to leave Egypt. Indeed,
they were almost forced to leave ,
and the Egyptians gave them al l
the co-operation they could, that
they might get out of the country
as quickly as possible. But then
Pharaoh made yet another effort
to hinder their escape. He sen t
his army in hot pursuit to capture
the people and take them back to
Egypt.

Meanwhile, and by the Lord's
direction, Moses had led the Is-
raelites into a position which
made it appear that there would
be no way to escape Pharaoh's
army. They apparently had con-
cluded that the purpose of the
pursuing Egyptian army was t o
destroy them.

So, as their habit was, they
complained to Moses . They said
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to him, `Because there were n o
graves in Egypt, bast thou taken
us away to die in the wilderness?
wherefore hast thou dealt thus
with us, to carry us forth out of
Egypt? Is not this the word tha t
we did tell thee in Egypt, saying ,
Let us alone, that we may serv e
the Egyptians? For it had bee n
better for us to serve the Egyp-
tians, than that we should die in
the wilderness."—Exod. 14 :11, 1 2

From the standpoint of fallen
and imperfect flesh, here was an
excellent opportunity for Mose s
properly to feel resentful and bit -
ter toward these people whom h e
had so faithfully served. But
there is no such indication in th e
account. Without a word of com -
plaint because of their lack of
understanding and appreciation ,
Moses at once endeavored to turn
their minds and hearts to th e
Lord . He said to the people,
"Fear ye not, stand still, and se e
the salvation of the Lord, which
he will show to you today : for the
Egyptians whom ye have seen
today, ye shall see them again no
more forever. The Lord shall
fight for you, and ye shall hold
your peace ."—vss . 13, 1 4

Song of Deliverance

AND the Lord did fight for the
Israelites, delivering them out of
the hands of the Egyptians . Tem-
porarily this gave them faith i n
God and in his servant, Moses.
(Ch . 14 :31) To commemorate their

deliverance Moses composed a
song which he and the people
sang . Miriam, his sister, also con-
tinued the refrain with timbrel
and dance . Vss . 20, 21) In this
song the Lord was given all the
credit for the great deliverance
which had been wrought . Moses
wrote, "I will sing unto the Lord ,
for he hath triumphed gloriously :
the horse and his rider hath h e
thrown into the sea . The Lord is
my strength and song, and he is
become my salvation : he is my
God, and I will prepare him an
habitation; my father's God, and
I will exalt him."—Exod. 15 :1, 2

The faith of the Israelites did
not last long. It was only a few
days later when, the water bein g
bitter, they could not drink it .
"The people murmured agains t
Moses, saying, What shall we
drink?" (vs . 24) Moses did not re-
taliate . Instead, "he cried unto
the Lord; and the Lord showe d
him a tree, which when he ha d
cast into the waters, the waters
were made sweet: there he made
for them a statute and an ordi-
nance, and there he prove d
them."—vs . 25

About five weeks after the Is-
raelites left Egypt they came int o
"the wilderness of Sin," Their
food ran short, and again "the
whole congregation of the chil-
dren of Israel murmured against
Moses and Aaron in the wilder-
ness : and the children of Israe l
said unto them, Would to God we
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had died by the hand of the Lord
in the land of Egypt, when we
sat by the flesh pots, and when
we did eat bread to the full ; for
ye have brought us forth into this
wilderness, to kill this whole as-
sembly with hunger."—Exod. 16 :
2, 3

Again there was no resentmen t
registered by Moses . It was here
that the Lord began to provid e
manna, and this provision was
continued during the entire forty
years of their wandering in th e
wilderness . Quite properly Moses
recognized that the real Deliverer
of Israel was Jehovah, and tha t
in fact the people were murmur-
ing against him. The humble d
Moses seemed not to be greatly
disturbed by the people's mur-
muring, for he did not take it in
a personal way. He knew that all
the experiences of this peopl e
were being permitted by th e
Lord, and that his part was mere-
ly to carry out the Lord's instruc-
tions .

The Smitten Roc k

WE read that "all the childre n
of Israel journied from the wil-
derness of Sin, after their jour-
neys, according to the command-
ment of the Lord, and pitched i n
Rephidim : and there was no wa-
ter for the people to drink." (ch .
17 :1) Again the people murmure d
against Moses. They said to him ,
"Give us water that we may
drink ."—Vs . 2
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Here, for the first time, so far
as the record goes, Moses re -
plied directly to the Israelites,
but simply to remind them that
in reality they were murmurin g
against their God . "Why chide ye
with me?" he asked, "wherefore
do ye tempt the Lord?" But seem-
ingly they did not see the lesson ,
and said, "Wherefore is this that
thou hast brought us up out of
Egypt, to kill us and our children
and our cattle with thirst?"—vs . 3

Here the situation became very
tense, "and Moses cried unto th e
Lord, saying, What shall I do unt o
this people? they be almost read y
to stone me?" (vs . 4) In answer
to this the Lord instructed Moses
to go before the Israelites, ac-
companied by their elders, taking
his rod, which he was to use i n
smiting "the rock in Horeb ." Wa-
ter gushed from the rock, and
another crisis was over .—vss. 5- 7

The Golden Cal f

WHEN Moses was in moun t
Horeb, or Sinai, for forty days ,
receiving the Law from Jehovah,
the Israelites again rebelled . The
Lord reported this to Moses, an d
said, "I have seen this people ,
and, behold, it is a stiffnecke d
people : now therefore let me
alone, that my wrath wax hot
against them, and that I may
consume them: and I will mak e
of thee a great nation ."—Exod .
32 :7-10
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Here Moses' true humility, and
his great desire that the Lord's
name be glorified, are manifested .
We read that he "besought the
Lord his God, and said, Lord, wh y
doth thy wrath wax hot against
thy people, which thou hast
brought forth out of the land of
Egypt with great power and with
a mighty hand? Wherefore should
the Egyptians speak, and say, For
mischief did he bring them out,
to slay them in the mountains ,
and to consume them from the
face of the earth? Turn from thy
fierce wrath, and repent of this
evil against thy people . "—vss . 11 ,
12

To this plea on behalf of th e
people who were almost contin-
uously murmuring against him ,
Moses added, "Remember Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Israel, thy serv-
ants, to whom thou swarest by
thine own self, and saidst unto
them, I will multiply your see d
as the stars of heaven, and al l
this land that I have spoken o f
will I give unto your seed, and
they shall inherit it forever."—
vs. 13

The Lord did "repent," but
when Moses returned to the
people he found the situatio n
even worse than he supposed, an d
he became angry himself, and
broke the tables. of the Law .
Seemingly, however, his wrath
was expressed more against the
sin than against the sinners . He
did what he could to cleanse

them. It was here that the tribe
of Levi took a firm stand on th e
Lord's side .

The next day Moses "returned
unto the Lord, and said, Oh, this
people have sinned a great sin ,
and have made them gods of
gold . Yet now, if thou wilt for -
give their sin—; and if not, blo t
me, I pray thee, out of thy book
which thou hast written." (vss .
31, 32) Here the true character
of Moses again reveals itself . Pre-
viously God had suggested the
blotting out of the entire rebel-
lious nation of Israel and build-
ing a new nation under Moses .
But now Moses offers his ow n
life to save the people who were
continually murmuring agains t
him .

In this we are reminded of the
unselfish attitude of Jesus, the
antitypical Moses who actuall y
did give his life for the whol e
sinful world of mankind . The
Lord did not accept Moses' offer ,
nor did he at once destroy th e
Israelites, although he did punis h
them with plagues, and becaus e
of their continued rebellious at-
titude all the males who were
twenty years and over when they
left Egypt died before the natio n
entered the Promised land .

His Own Rebelle d

DOUBTLESS one of the sever-
est tests upon Moses was the re-
bellion of his own brother and
sister against him—Aaron an d
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Miriam. As a rule people expec t
a measure of understanding an d
sympathy from their own family ,
but Moses on one occasion was
disappointed here also . We read
that "Miriam and Aaron spake
against Moses because of the
Ethiopian woman whom he had
married . . . . Hath the Lord in -
deed spoken only by Moses? hat h
he not spoken also by us?"—
Num. 12:1, 2

It is in connection with this trial
upon Moses that we are informed
concerning his meekness, or, as
we have seen, the fact that he
had been humbled, or "de-
pressed. " (Num. 12 :3) Certainly
Moses needed submission under
such circumstances. The evidenc e
is that he accepted the experience
without resentment .

The Lord stood by Moses, de-
claring him to be a faithful serv-
ant. The Lord smote Miriam wit h
leprosy, but Moses prayed that
she be healed. Here again this
humble and devoted servant of
the Lord displayed the spirit o f
the One whom he typed. Are we
not all, as followers of the Masa
ter, admonished to pray for thos e
who despitefully use us and per-
secute us?

Murmuring Continue s

WHENEVER Jehovah demon-
strated his favor upon Moses b y
miraculous signs, the children of
Israel would temporarily ceas e
their murmuring against him, bu t
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at the slightest provocation the y
would begin again. Their com-
plaints seemed generally to fol-
low about the same pattern . The y
would ask Moses why he brought
them out of the land of Egypt
into the wilderness to die; or why
he did not permit them to return
to Egypt .

In all probability any other
group of nationals would hav e
done the same. Centuries later
Paul wrote that "all men hav e
not faith ." (II Thess . 3 :2) There
were a few in Israel who did hav e
faith . Caleb and Joshua, for ex-
ample, and Moses himself . But
the people as a whole, just lik e
those of the Gentile nations, did
not have that genuine faith in
God which was so necessary as a
bulwark against the various trials
which they necessarily encoun-
tered during the wilderness jour-
ney.

Only two of those sent to sp y
out the land had real faith in
Jehovah. The other ten were
practically faithless, and insisted
that it would be impossible to
drive the Canaanites from th e
Promised Land and take posses-
sion of it . The minority report
by Caleb and Joshua was turne d
down by the people . This time
they went a step further and pro-
posed to elect a new leader who
would take them back to Egypt .—
Num. 14 :1-5

In response to this the Lor d
said he would disinherit the
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people, and destroy them, and
through Moses make a mightier
nation. Then Moses, true to char-
acter, and out of the abundanc e
of his heart, pleaded again fo r
this people, who so often mur-
mured against him. In his praye r
Moses also stressed that the hon-
or of Jehovah's name was in-
volved. What would the surround-
ing nations think and say if th e
Israelites all died in the wilder-
ness?---ch . 14:11-20

Moses asked God to pardon th e
Israelites, which He agreed to d o
in so far as not to permit a
plague to destroy all the peopl e
at once. Nevertheless the Lord
explained that all the peopl e
would have to remain in the wil-
derness until all the males of
twenty years of age and over had
died, the only exception to thi s
being Caleb and Joshua, the faith-
ful spies .

Further Rebellio n

SOON after this came the re-
bellion of Korah and his friend s
against the leadership of Moses
and Aaron. While the instigator s
of this rebellion were destroyed,
Moses again intervened on behalf
of the people as a whole . How-
ever, not until 14, 70% of the m
died .—Num. 16:43-5 0

Soon after the death of Aaro n
the people murmured again, ask-
ing why they had been brough t
out of the land of Egypt to die
in the wilderness, saying that

they had no bread, and no water.
This time God sent fiery serpent s
among the people, and many of
them died. Then the remainin g
ones confessed their sins to
Moses, and again he prayed for
them.—Num. 21:4-9

Then there was the murmurin g
of the Israelites which led to th e
instruction of the Lord for Moses
again to speak to a rock to bring
forth water . (Num. 20 :1-13) Moses
obeyed, but apparently lost his
patience, and also failed to give
Jehovah the glory for the miracl e
of the gushing water. Addressing
the multitude of the Israelites ,
Moses said, "Hear now, ye rebels ;
must we fetch you water out of
this rock?" and struck the roc k
twice against the Lord's instruc-
tion .—vss . 10, 1 1

Here was a brief flash-back to
the Moses of Egypt, who, at the
age of forty, undertook to alle-
viate the sufferings of his people
without taking Jehovah into con-
sideration or seeking to honor
his name. His forty years as a
shepherd, tending his father-in -
law's flocks, accomplished much
for Moses—so much, in fact, tha t
now for nearly forty years he had
endured the murmurings of his
people and his family without re-
taliating .

Over and over again Moses ha d
pleaded with God to forgive the
Israelites, and, for the glory of
his own great name, to keep the m
alive and bring them into the
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land of Canaan as he had prom-
ised. But now, it would seem, th e
proverbial straw that broke the
camel's back had been heape d
upon him, and the burden was a
little too great, revealing that the
old Moses still lived, even though
for forty years suppressed .

Of course the Lord permitted
Moses to make this display of his
weakness . One of the lessons for
us is that no member of the sin -
cursed and dying race can ac-
tually extirpate his inherited im-
perfection, that at best he can
merely keep it suppressed. Moses
recovered his composure an d
went on to serve the Lord faith -
fully until he died. He was dis-
ciplined in that he was not per-
mitted to enter the Promise d
Land, although he was taken to
Mt. Pisgah, where he could get
a good view of Canaan. This was
a severe punishment for Moses ,
but he accepted it in the proper
spirit . He said.

"0 Lord God, thou hast begun
to show thy servant thy great-
ness, and thy mighty hand : for
what God is there in heaven or in
earth, that can do according to
thy works, and according to thy
might? I pray thee, let me go
over, and see the good land tha t
is beyond Jordan, that goodly
mountain, and Lebanon." "But,"
Moses explained, "the Lord was
wroth with me for your sakes ,
and would not hear me : and th e
Lord said unto me, Let it suffice

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE

thee; speak no more unto me o f
this matter . Get thee up into th e
top of Pisgah, and lift up thin e
eyes westward, and northward ,
and southward, and eastward, and
behold it with thine eyes : for
thou shalt not go over this Jor-
dan. But charge Joshua, and en -
courage him, and strengthen him:
for he shall go over before thi s
people, and he shall cause them
to inherit the Land which tho u
shalt see : 'Deut . 3 :24-28

Moses realized at the end of his
life that he was only beginnin g
to learn of the Lord's greatness.
Each test of his loyalty and hu-
mility had helped him to under-
stand his God a little better ; but,
with him, as with all who rever-
ence the great Creator, and who
desire to know and do his will ,
eternity will not be long enough
to learn all there is to know o f
his glorious attributes .

Not Jealous

MOSES was not a jealous man.
This was indicated when Joshua
reported to him that certain ones
were prophesying in the camp
without his authority . He said to
Joshua: "Enviest thou for my
sake? would God that all the
Lord's people were prophets, an d
that the Lord would put his spirit
upon them!"—Num. 11:29

This same spirit of humility ,
together with a wonderful atti-
tude of resignation to the Lord' s

(Continued on page 34)
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TEN CENT BOOKLETS—12 for $1 .00
Israel in History and Prophecy—64
pages—Reveals the prophetic significance
of the present rebuilding of Palestine .

Christ's Thousand-Year Kingdom--6 4
pages—Shows that the reign of Chris t
is for the blessing of "all the families
of the earth ."

Our Lord's Return—48 pages—Reveal s
manner and purpose of Christ's return .

A Royal Nation—Refutes the theory that
the "ten lost tribes of Israel" are th e
kingdom people of the Bible .

God and Reason—96 pages—An outlin e
of God's plan of salvation together wit h
an examination of many prophecies .

The Truth About Hell—64 pages—Exam-
ines every text containing the word hell .
The Grace of Jehovah—64 pages—Show s
the love of God In his provision of sal-
vation for Adam and his race .
Creation—112 pages—Examines the Gen-
esis account of creation.
Hope Beyond the Grave—96 pages —
Presents the teachings of the Bible con-
cerning the soul, spirit, heaven, hell, an d
paradise .

God's Plan—48 pages—A brief outline '
of the divine plan of salvation, illustrate d
by charts .
When a Man Dies—48 pages—Answer s
the question, Where are the dead ?

FIVE CENT BOOKLETS—25 for $1 .0 0
These publications contain 32 pages.
Armageddon, Then World Peace—Dis-
cusses prophecies relating to our day,
showing the manner in which God's han d
is in the affairs of men .

Jesus, the World's Savior—A portroit of
the character and work of Jesus .
The Light of the World—Identifies th e
true witnesses of Jehovah, and of Jesus .
The Church—Identifies the true church ,
and explains how to become a member .

Born of the Spirit—Shows the differenc e
between Spirit begetting and Spirit birth .

What Can a Man Believe?—Calls atten-
tion to the testimony of all God's Hol y
prophets .

The Blood of Atonement—Shows tha t
there is no salvation outside of Christ .

The Day of Judgment—Presents hope for
the unsaved dead .

Reincarnation Versus Resurrection—Show s
that the dead will return in the resur-
rection, not as other people, but a s
themselves, and will know one another .

Your Adversary the Devil—Answers th e
questions, Who is the Devil, and Wh o
created him ?

Divine Healing—Gives assurance tha t
eventually all the sick will be healed .

Spiritualism—Answers the question, Ca n
the living talk with the dead?

Peace Through Christ's Kingdom—Point s
out from the Bible the world's only hop e
of lasting peace.

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—An under-
stondable presentation, and scriptural .

Does God Answer Prayer?—A comfortin g
and reassuring presentation.

Hope for a Fear-filled World—Reveals the
"silver lining" to present dark "clouds."



Informative and Devotiona l

GOD'S PROMISES COME TRU E

This is a book for children . It contain s
forty-eight Bible stories, with illustrations .
Among the stories are, "The First Ship -
builder;" "A King Who Ate Grass ;" an d
"The Most Important Baby ." Cloth bound ,
$2 .00 .

HYMNS OF DAW N

Here is a choice collection of three hun-
dred and sixty favorite hymns, with mu -
sic . It contains many of the best love d
hymns of all denominations . Bound in
cloth, $1 .00

OUR MOST HOLY FAIT H
DAILY HEAVENLY MANN A

A devotional book containing a Bible
text and comment for each day in the
year. It also has ruled pages for birth-
day records . Bound in durable water-
proof cloth, $1 .00.

TABERNACLE SHADOWS

An unusual book which presents th e
typical significance of the various sacri-
ficial services of the tabernacle erecte d
by Moses in the wilderness. It is cloth
bound and is priced at 50 cents .

"BEHOLD YOUR KING "

This book deals with prophecies pertain-
ing to the manner, time, and purpos e
of our Lord's return and second presence .
It identifies the fulfilment of prophecies
in the major world events of our day .
One hundred and fifty-two pages, clot h
bound, 50 cents .

This book contains a compilation of ar-
ticles and sermons by Pastor Charles
Taze Russell—seventy-four articles an d
eleven sermons. It contains more tha n
seven hundred pages, and is cloth bound .
Price, $2 .00

"THE BOOK OF BOOKS"

A unique publication which explains th e
format and general themes of the Bible ,
tracing them from book to book, an d
from the Old Testament to the New Tes-
tament . It contains three hundred an d
twenty pages, and is bound in cloth .
Price, $1 .0 0

"HOPE"—This little booklet is prepare d
specially for mailing to relatives an d
friends of the deceased . They are priced
at twelve for twenty-five cents . This pric e
includes envelopes in which they can b e
mailed .

IN FOREIGN LANGUAGES

Various booklets and books are available in the following foreign languages : German;
Italian ; French; Lithuanian ; Greek; Danish ; Polish ; Roumanian ; Hungarian ; Hebrew ;
Slovak; Finnish ; Sponish ; Dutch ; and Swedish . Details concerning literature availabl e
in any of these languages will be furnished upon request .
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(Continued from page 31 )

will, was manifested in Moses '
announcement to the Israelites
that he would not accompany
them across Jordan into the
Promised Land . He said to them ,
"I am an hundred and twenty
years old this day; I can no more
go out and come in: also the
Lord hath said unto me, Thou
shalt not go over this Jordan . The
Lord thy God, he will go over
before thee, and he will destroy
these nations from before thee ,
and thou shalt possess them : and
Joshua, he shall go over before
thee, as the Lord hath said."—
Deut . 31:2, 3

Here was a man who had
served God and his people faith-
fully for mny years, humbly with-
drawing with the explanation tha t
he was no longer qualified physi-
cally for the heavy burden; and
at the same time acknowledgin g
that he had sinned, and for this

reason could not accompan y
them into the Promised Land . He
explained that Joshua was to be
his successor.

The Lord instructed Moses to
encourage Joshua in this grea t
undertaking, and how eloquently
he did this! "Be strong and of
a good courage," Moses said to
Israel's new leader, echoing the
words of the Lord, "for thou shal t
bring the children of Israel into
the land which I sware unto
them: and I will be with thee. "
(Deut. 31:23) Moses' last words
of encouragement to the Israel-
ites whom he loved despite thei r
murmurings, were :

"The eternal God is thy refuge ,
and underneath are the everlast-
ing arms: and he shall thrust out
the enemy from before thee ; and
shall say, Destroy them. . . . "Hap-
py art thou, 0 Israel : who is like
unto thee, 0 people saved by th e
Lord, the shield of thy help."—
Deut. 33:27, 2 9

WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING TEXTS ~.~.~

NOVEMBER 2—"It is the Lord: le t
Him do what seemeth Him good ."—
I Samuel 3 :18 (Z . '01-317 Hymn 233 )

NOVEMBER 9—"The flesh lusteth
against the Spirit, and the Spirit
against the flesh : and these are
contrary the one to the other : s o
that ye cannot do the things tha t
ye would."—Galatians 5 :17 (Z. 03-
424 Hymn 1 )

NOVEMBER 16—"She hath done

what she could."—Mark 14:8 (Z.
'99-78 ; '00-378 Hymn 259 )
NOVEMBER 23—"Ye have need o f
patience, [cheerful endurance, con-
stancy] that, after ye have done the
will of God, ye might receive the
promise ."—Hebrews 10 :36 (Z . '01-
117 Hymn 312A)
NOVEMBER 30—"Lo, I am with yo u
alway, even unto the end of the
age."—Matthew 28:20 (Z . '01-15 5
Hymn 12)



Paul the Missionary

"For though I preach the Gospel, I have nothing to glory of : for
necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not th e

Gospel ."—1 Corinthians 9 :1 6

I

N THE Apostle Paul we hav e
an outstanding example of a

man who was wholly dedicate d
to the doing of God's will . Pau l
had always been devoted to God.
He received his religious educa-
tion "at the feet of Gamaliel," an
eminent Pharisee and doctor of
the Law, and would therefore b e
imbued with a strong conviction
that both Jesus and his follower s
were imposters, and that thi s
heretical sect should be stamped
out . (Acts 22 :3) His zeal for doin g
what he believed to be the Lord' s
will is seen in his intense effort
to accomplish this mission .

Paul's introduction to the min-
istry of the Gospel of Christ wa s
such as to have discouraged on e
less stout of heart . The Lord sai d
to Ananias concerning Paul, " I
will show him how great things
he must suffer for my name' s
sake." (Acts 9:16) Paul woul d
have no difficulty in understand-
ing this, for he knew that th e
scribes and Pharisees would sto p
at nothing in the way of perse-
cution in order to discourage and ,
if possible, to stamp out wha t
they looked upon as a growin g
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menace to Judaism. Only hours
before he had felt the same way
about it, so knew what to expect .

When Paul received the "heav-
enly vision" on the Damascus
road, the Lord instructed him ,
"Arise, and go into the city, and
it shall be told thee what tho u
must do ." (Acts 9 :6) There he
learned that he was a "chose n
vessel" of the Lord to bear his
name "before the Gentiles, and
kings, and the children of Israel . "
(vs . 15) Paul wasted no time em -
barking upon this mission.

He received the Holy Spirit an d
was baptized. "Then was Saul
certain days with the disciples
which were at Damascus, an d
straightway he preached Chris t
in the synagogues, that he is the
Son of God." (vss . 19, 20) He did
not compromise the message ,
even though he knew it was the
idea of Jesus' being the Son o f
God that so enraged the Phari-
sees .

Some have wondered how Paul ,
with apparently little or no prep-
aration, could enter into the min-
istry of the Gospel so soon after
becoming a Christian. It should
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be remembered that he was wel l
versed in the Old Testament
Scriptures, and would be ac-
quainted with the messianic hope s
of Israel . His former "blind spot"
was simply that he did not rec-
ognize Jesus to be the Messiah of
promise, and this great truth wa s
miraculously revealed to him o n
the Damascus road . Thus Paul
was well qualified to go imme-
diately to the synagogues in Da-
mascus and proclaim to his coun-
trymen that Jesus was the Son o f
God and the Messiah .

Suffering Begin s

THE expected happened . We
read, "Saul increased the more
in strength, and confounded the
Jews which dwelt at Damascus,
proving that this is the very
Christ. And after that many days
were fulfilled, the Jews took
counsel to kill him: but their lay-
ing await was known of Saul . And
they watched the gates day and
night to kill him. Then the dis-
ciples took him by night, and le t
him down by the wall in a bas-
ket . "—Acts 9 :22-2 5

Thus Paul had it confirmed
early in his experience as an am-
bassador for Christ that preach-
ing the Gospel would lead to op-
position and persecution, and tha t
the enemies of Christ would not
hesitate even to commit murder
in their misguided zeal . Nor did
this situation change as Paul con-
tinued to preach Christ . Years

later he recounted some of the
things which he suffered :

"In labors more abundant, i n
stripes above measure, in prisons
more frequent, in deaths oft. Of
the Jews five times received I
forty stripes save one . Thrice was
I beaten with rods, once was I
stoned, thrice I suffered ship -
wreck, a night and a day I have
been in the deep ; in journeyings
often, in perils of waters, in per-
ils by mine own countrymen, i n
perils by the heathen, in peril s
in the city, in perils in the wil-
derness, in perils in the sea, i n
perils among false brethren ; in
weariness and painfulness, in
watchings often, in hunger an d
thirst, in fastings often, in cold
and nakedness . Besides those
things that are without, tha t
which cometh upon me daily, the
care of all the churches."—ll Cor .
11 :23-2 8

It was not Paul's nature t o
shirk his responsibility, no mat-
ter what might be the cost o f
faithfulness. When the brethren
tried to dissuade him from goin g
to Jerusalem where "bonds an d
afflictions" awaited him, Paul re-
plied, "What mean ye to weep
and to break mine heart? for I
am ready not to be bound only ,
but also to die at Jerusalem for
the name of the Lord Jesus ."—
Acts 20 :23; 21 :1 3

Paul was taken into custody by
the Roman authorities at Jerusa-
lem, and later, by appealing his
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case to Caesar, he was taken all
the way to Rome. Writing to the
brethren in Philippi, he reveale d
that even under such circum-
stances he was rejoicing in the
fact that the Gospel was being
preached. We quote :

"I would ye should understand ,
brethren, that the things whic h
happened unto me have falle n
out rather unto the furtherance
of the Gospel; so that my bonds
in Christ are manifest in all th e
palace, and in all other places .
And many of the brethren in th e
Lord, waxing confident in my
bonds, are much more bold to
speak the word without fear .
Some indeed preach Christ eve n
of envy and strife ; and some also
of good will : the one preach
Christ of contention, not sincere-
ly, supposing to add affliction t o
my bonds : but the other of love ,
knowing that I am set for the de-
fense of the Gospel . What then ?
notwithstanding, every way ,
whether in pretense, or in truth ,
Christ is preached ; and I therein
do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice . "
—Phil . 1 :12-1 8

in Weariness
IN HIS summary of the many

ways in which he had suffered ,
Paul mentioned "weariness an d
painfulness ." This is a form o f
suffering with Christ experienced
by Paul which was not the direc t
result of persecution . It reflects ,
rather, that he worked at his mis-
sion so diligently, and through s o
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many long hours, that he becam e
weary to the point of suffering .
Just as he could have avoide d
persecution by keeping his ligh t
under a "bushel," Paul could also
have taken life easy and not suf-
fered from exhaustion had h e
elected to do so .

In this connection we think of
Paul's attitude at Troas when h e
visited the brethren there . To-
gether with other disciples h e
reached Troas by boat. The group
remained seven days and then ,
apparently, the ship went on t o
Assos, but Paul remained behind,
having decided that he wanted t o
serve the brethren in Troas ye t
once more .—Acts 20 :6-14

The account does not indicate
just why Paul thought it needful
to remain in Troas another day .
It was the first day of the week ,
when it was the custom of th e
brethren there to meet together
in the evening for the breakin g
of bread . This was in commemo-
ration of Jesus' resurrection . Nat-
urally the subject of the resurrec-
tion would be discussed at the
meeting, and apparently Paul
thought it was important for him
to participate in that discussion .

It was at this meeting that Paul
preached all night. We doubt if
he customarily spoke this long ,
and it seems evident that her e
there was a good reason for it .
Having been with these brethre n
for the seven previous days, Paul
may have discovered that som e

37



or all of them were not clear i n
their understanding of importan t
phases of the Gospel . Perhaps
there were some in Troas, as
there were in the Church at Co-
rinth, who did not believe tha t
Christ had been raised from the
dead.—I Cor. 15 :1 2

If such were the case, what a n
excellent opportunity it was ,
when the brethren were as-
sembled in commemoration of
the resurrection, for Paul to dis-
course on this doctrine of the
truth. But, whatever his subject ,
Paul willingly exhausted his
strength, first by preaching all
night, and then, the next day,
walking more than twenty miles
to join his brethren in the shi p
which had moved on to Assos .
There is little doubt that this was
one of the occasions on which
Paul suffered "weariness and
painfulness" because of his lov e
for the Lord and the brethren ,
and his great desire to make
plain the glorious Gospel of
Christ .

Paul was not the sort of mis-
sionary to be satisfied with an
initial presentation of some of
the simpler features of the truth.
He felt it his privilege and re-
sponsibility also to confirm th e
brethren in the faith . It was thi s
that he was doing that night in
Troas when he continued t o
preach till the breaking of day .

Tent Makin g
PAUL'S willingness to use all

his vitality in the service of th e
Lord was exemplified in still an -
other way. While in Tarsus, the
city of his birth, he learned th e
tentmaking trade, and at times
he utilized this to provide for his
material needs so he could preac h
the Gospel without the necessity
of the brethren supporting him .

Throughout much of I Corin-
thians, chapter 9, Paul argues tha t
it would be perfectly proper, and
in harmony with God's arrange-
ments, to depend upon the breth-
ren for his physical support . "If
we have sown unto you spiritual
things, is it a great thing," he
asks, "if we shall reap your car-
nal things?" "Nevertheless," Paul
continues, "we have not used thi s
power ; but suffer all things, lest
we should hinder the Gospel of
Christ." (vss. 11, 12) "What is my
reward then? Verily that, when
I preach the Gospel, I may mak e
the Gospel of Christ withou t
charge ."—vs . 18

In the last verse of this chapter ,
Paul writes, "I keep under my
body for, browbeat my body] and
bring it into subjection : lest that
by any means, when I have
preached to others, I myself
should be a castaway." Paul real-
ized that by catering to the de-
sires of the flesh for ease and
comfort, he might be yielding t o
a temptation which in the en d
would be disastrous to him as a
new creature in Christ Jesus.
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All Things to Al i

PAUL'S zeal as a missionary
was also manifested by his will-
ingness to take into account the
viewpoints of those to whom he
preached, although this often
must have meant further settin g
aside of his own preferences . He
wrote, for example :

"Though I be free from all men ,
yet have I made myself servant
unto all, that I may gain the
more . And unto the Jews I be -
came as a Jew, that I might gain
the Jews; to them that are under
the Law, as under the Law, tha t
I might gain them that are under
the Law; to them that are without
law, as without law, (being not
without law to God, but under the
law to Christ,) that I might gain
them that are without law. To
the weak became I as weak, that
I might gain the weak : I am made
all things to all men, that I might
by all means save some . And thi s
I do for the Gospel's sake, that
I might be partaker thereof with
you."—I Cor . 9 :19-2 3

We are not to understand fro m
this that Paul in any way com-
prised either himself or the Gos-
pel . Paul says that to the Jews
he became a Jew, meaning, evi-
dently that he observed certain
certain ceremonial features of th e
Law in order to have a better
opportunity to present the Gospel
to his Jewish brethren. We have
an example of this in the case o f
Timothy, whom Paul decided to
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take with him in his missionary
work.

While Timothy's mother was a
Jewess, his father was a Greek,
and Timothy had not been cir-
cumcised. The record states that
Paul circumcised Timothy "be-
cause of the Jews which were in
those quarters : for they knew all
that his father was a Greek . "
(Acts 16 :1-3) Circumcision was in-
stituted by Abraham, and wa s
one of the typical ordinances of
the Law. It had been enjoine d
upon the Israelites by the Lord ,
so Paul's reasoning evidently was
that although the Lord did not
demand it of the followers of
Christ, there was nothing wrong
in observing it, if thereby listen-
ing ears for the Gospel might b e
gained .

In the case of Titus, however,
the situation was different. Titus
was a Greek whom Paul took t o
Jerusalem with him, but did no t
have him circumcised. False
brethren were brought in, as Paul
says, to spy out their liberty . Thi s
apparently raised a vital poin t
of truth, for if they had yielde d
they would have been brought
into bondage to the Law. So Pau l
did not give place to these, "no ,
not for an hour ; that the trut h
of the Gospel might continue"
with them.—Gal . 2 :2- 5

Paul also wrote that to the
weak he became weak. (I Cor . 9 :
22) He refers to those who be-
lieved it was a sin to eat mea t
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which had been offered to idol s
as being "weak." "Wherefore,"
he said, "if meat make my brother
to offend, I will eat no meat
while the world standeth, lest I
make my brother to offend . "
(I Cor . 8 :8-13) Here is exemplified
a willingness to place himself in
the position of the weak in orde r
to be of greater assistance t o
those who had not as yet pro-
gressed as far as he himself ha d
in knowledge and faith.

Wisdo m
PAUL also used great wisdom

in the work of the ministry . Thi s
was displayed in his timely use o f
his Roman citizenship when th e
Gospel could be furthered there-
by. Since Paul was a "vessel"
chosen by the Lord before he was
born, evidently the place of hi s
birth, the free city of Tarsus, was
divinely overruled . He was "born
free," not as a citizen of the Jew-
ish nation, which was a vassal to
Rome .

Perhaps the most consequential
use of his Roman citizenship wa s
when Paul made his appeal to
Caesar, and demanded a hearing
in Rome . He knew that his ene-
mies among the Jews were deter-
mined to kill him, and that his
life was in jeopardy anywhere
that Jews lived in any numbers .
He knew also that his appeal t o
Caesar meant that he would b e
taken to Rome in the protectiv e
custody of a Roman guard.

Doubtless Paul would have pre -

ferred to go to Rome and preach
the Gospel as a free man . But he
knew that circumstances woul d
not permit this . Believing tha t
the Lord wanted him to serve i n
Rome, he utilized the only ar-
rangement he knew that woul d
get him there, even though i t
meant years of imprisonment .
Such was the spirit of Paul, the
missionary .

On Mars' Hit t

WE ALSO see Paul's wisdom
in the sermon he delivered to th e
Athenian philosophers on Mars '
Hill . As he stood there, to his left
and somewhat below was that vas t
array of idols, each bearing the
name of a heathen god . But the
inscription on one of the idols
was, "TO THE UNKNOWN GOD."
On his way to the hill Paul ha d
walked by these idols closely
enough to observe the inscrip-
tions .

And he stood on Mars' Hill
there towered above him to th e
right a huge and magnificent
heathen temple . This temple, as
well as the idols, meant much to
the Athenians, so in his presen-
tation of the Gospel on that oc-
casion he referred to both . He
said that he was there to mak e
them acquainted with the un-
known God—"Whom therefore ye
ignorantly worship, him declare I
unto you.'—Acts 17 :23

This God, Paul explained, was
in reality the Creator of the heav -
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ens and the earth. But this wise,
powerful, and loving God was not
made of stone, nor would he liv e
in temples made with hands, no t
even such a magnificent temple
as was in full view of all wh o
heard his speech . How could Paul
better have emphasized the great-
ness of the true and living God
in the minds of the Athenians ?

Perhaps here Paul recalled th e
glorious temple built by Solomon ,
and what that wise king observe d
concerning it in his prayer of
dedication. We quote : "Will Go d
indeed dwell on the earth? be-
hold, the heaven and heaven of
heavens cannot contain thee ; how
much less this house that I have
builded?" (I Kings 8 :27) All Solo-
mon requested was that when the
people of Israel prayed "toward
this place" the Lord would hear
from heaven, his real dwellin g
place, and, as Solomon said,
"When thou hearest, forgive."—
vs. 30

Explaining further the glorious
qualities of the "unknown God, "
Paul said that "in him we live ,
and move, and have our being. "
This he quoted from one of thei r
own poets, thus displaying fur-
ther tact in presenting the Gospel
message to these Greek philoso-
phers. But this great apostle
knew the plan of God. He knew
that this was not the time for
enlightening the world, so he was
never discouraged when, as i t
turned out following his sermon
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on Mars' Hill, very little interes t
was displayed .

The record is that when "they
heard of the resurrection of th e
dead, some mocked : and others
said, We will hear thee again of
this matter ." (vs. 32) But there
were some encouraging results,
for we read in verse 34 : "How-
beit certain men clove unto him ,
and believed : among the whic h
was Dionysius the Areopagite,
and a woman named Damaris,
and others with them . "

Unto Deat h

PAUL finished his course in a
Roman prison, probably by be-
heading. Shortly before he
reached the end of the way he
wrote to Timothy, encouraging
him to be faithful in the ministry
of the Gospel, and asserting that
he had, to the best of his ability,
been faithful to the ministry
which had been committed t o
him. He said to Timothy, "Watch
thou in all things, endure afflic-
tions, do the work of an evange-
list, make full proof of thy min-
istry. For I am now ready to b e
offered, and the time of my de-
parture is at hand . I have fough t
a good fight, I have finished my
course, I have kept the faith :
henceforth there is laid up for me
a crown of righteousness, which
the Lord, the righteous Judge ,
shall give me at that day : and
not to me only, but unto all them
also that love his appearing."—
II Tim. 4:5-7
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To My Beloved Sons

E
VERY true follower of the Master accepts the Bible as th e
Word of God . It is well when we read the Bible to remember

this, and to realize that its many instructions, admonitions and
words of encouragement are not just so many words printed with
ink, but are personal messages to us from our Heavenly Father .
True, our Heavenly Father used various ones to write his mes-
sages for him, but they are to and for us, and the realization o f
this should help to draw us closer to him .

At a recent convention in Los Angeles, the brother who gave
the discourse on baptism reminded the brethren of the intimat e
relationship that exists between the Heavenly Father and hi s
Spirit-begotten children by presenting a series of his promises
and admonitions as though they were a direct communicatio n
from him, which indeed they are through his inspired writers .
This was appreciated very much by the brethren at the conven-
tion, and we are happy to pass this "letter" along for the blessing
of others :

I am writing to you that you
might know me, the only tru e
God, and my Son Jesus whom I
have sent . I have called you tha t
you might he a special perso n
unto me for my own possession ,
zealous of good works .

"You did not choose me, bu t
I chose you . No nian could cone
unto my Son save I who sent him ,
draw him. And no man can take
this honor unto himself. I cal l
you even as I did Aaron . You ,
whom I have called, I have als o
justified : and, if you are faithful ,
you will also be glorified. There
is therefore no condemnation to

you who are in Christ Jesus, wh o
walk not after the flesh but afte r
the spirit .

"I beseech you, therefore, that
by my mercies you present your
body a living sacrifice, holy an d
acceptable unto me, which is your
reasonable service . Be not con -
formed to this world, but be y e
transformed by the renewing o f
your mind .

"Pure religion and undefile d
before me is this : to visit the fa-
therless and widows in their af-
fliction and to keep yourself un-
spotted from the world .
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"Take no anxious thought for
what ye shall eat or what ye shall
wear, as the world does, but seek
ye first the kingdom of heaven
and my righteousness, and all
these things shall be added unto
you. Consider the lilies of the
field, how they toil not, neithe r
do they spin, yet Solomon in al l
his glory was not clothed as one
of these .

"A sparrow shall not fall to the
ground without my knowledge .
The very hairs of your head are
numbered. Therefore bring al l
your tithes into my storehouse
and prove me, and see if I wil l
not open unto you the windows
of heaven and pour out a blessin g
that there shall not be roo m
enough to receive it .

"I give you my Word, which i s
able to build you up and give yo u
an everlasting inheritance among
those whom I have set apart fo r
my holy service . Study to sho w
yourself approved unto me, a
workman that needeth not to b e
ashamed, rightly dividing th e
Word of truth . The words that I
have given you are profitable fo r
doctrine, for reproof, for correc-
tion, for instruction in righteous-
ness, that you, a son of mine, may
become mature, thoroughly fur-
nished unto all good works .

"If you lack wisdom, ask of m e
and I will give liberally, and up -
braid not . But ask in faith. Come
to me with confidence, for you
know that you have an anchor
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within the vail, whither Jesu s
Christ the Righteous has for u s
entered. You may ask amiss, but
no good thing will I withhold
from you, for I am the Giver o f
every good and perfect gift.

"Forsake not the assembling o f
yourselves together, and so much
more as you see the day approach-
ing . Where two or three are gath-
ered together, there will I be in
the midst to bless . I have given
you liberty, but use not this lib-
erty as an occasion to serve the
flesh, but rather to serve one an-
other .

"Love one another with a pure
heart. Be kindly affectioned one
toward another. You can know
that you have passed from death
unto life if you love your breth-
ren . If you say that you love me
and love not your brethren you
are not telling the truth, because
if you love me you will also love
those that I have begotten. If you
do not forgive your brother from
the heart, his trespasses, neithe r
will I forgive you your trespasses .

Judge not, that you be no t
judged. If you do judge, that same
judgment shall be rendered unto
you. Consider it a small thing if
any man judge you, for I will
judge you in righteousness . Man
looketh on the outward appear-
ance, but I look upon the heart .
Avenge not yourselves, for ven-
geance is mine; I will repay .

"Do good unto all, especially
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to the household of faith . Do goo d
even unto them that despitefully
use you, and great will be your
reward in heaven .

"Be subject to the powers that
be, for they were ordained or or-
dered for your good . I exhort ,
therefore, that first of all suppli-
cations, thanks, prayers, interces-
sions, and giving of thanks, be
made for all men . This is good
and acceptable in my sight, for I
will have all men to be saved an d
come to the knowledge of the
truth. For there is one God, and
one Mediator between God an d
men, the man Christ Jesus, who
gave himself a ransom for all, to
be testified in due time .

"My beloved, think it no t
strange concerning the fiery trial s
which are to try you, as thoug h
some strange thing happene d
unto you, but rejoice that you are
sharing in Christ's sufferings .
Whom I love I chastise, an d
scourge every son whom I re-
ceive . If ye endure chastening, I
will continue to deal with you a s
with a son . But remember this ,
it will not be for my own plea-
sure, but for your profit, that yo u
might be a partaker of my holi-
ness . The trial of your faith i s
much more precious than gold
that perisheth .

"I have given unto you exceed-
ing great and precious promises
that you might be partakers of
the divine nature, having escaped
the corruption that is in the world

through lust. Add to your faith
virtue; and to virtue knowledge ;
and to knowledge temperance ;
and to temperance patience ; and
to patience godliness ; and to god-
liness brotherly kindness ; and to
brotherly kindness charity, o r
love .

"Wherefore the rather, my son ,
give diligence to make your call-
ing and election sure : for if you
do these things, you shall never
fall: for so an entrance will I
minister unto you in the ever-
lasting kingdom of my dear Son ,
Jesus Christ .

"If there be any praise, if there
be any virtue, think on these
things. If you ever doubt my love ,
think on this : I saw my Son in the
Garden of Gethsemane in agony .
I heard his cry unto me, `If it be
possible, let this cup pass from
me.' Heretofore he had never
asked anything of me that I could
not grant . But because of my love
for you, for your brethren, fo r
the whole world of mankind, i t
was not possible to grant this re -
quest . I saw him die the next da y
upon the cross. I did not so muc h
as lift a hand to help him. I
turned my face from him for the
moment so that he might fully
realize what estrangement from
me means .

"Let this be forever a mani-
festation to you that, while yo u
were yet a sinner, I permitted my
Son to die for you. Then you can
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know that neither death, nor life,
nor angels, nor principalities, nor
powers, nor things present, no r
things to come, nor height, nor
depth, nor any other creature,
shall be able to separate you fro m
my love.

"Think not more highly of
yourself than you ought to think.
For when a man thinketh himself
to be something when he is noth-
ing, that man deceiveth his own
heart . But humble yourself under

my mighty hand, that I may exal t
you in due time.

"I desire to see you face to
face, to say, `Well done,' to gran t
to you the privilege of sitting
down with my Son in his throne ,
even as he sat down in my throne .
Be thou faithful unto death, and
I will give unto thee the crown
of life . These things I have writ -
ten unto you that your joy might
be full! "

"ARE THE DEAD ALIVE?"

To be discussed b y

"FRANK AND ERNEST"

WNTA—970 kc .—10:00 A. M.

Sunday, November 1 9

Some claim that the dead are mor e
alive than the living . Is this true? Wha t
does the Bible teach? Hear "Frank an d
Ernest" discuss this topic, and send fo r
a free booklet, entitled, "Hope Beyon d
the Grave ." Address:

"FRANK AND ERNEST"
Box 60, Dept . N, General Post Office

New York, N . Y.

For Your Newspape r

To the left is a suggestion for a
small advertisement in your loca l
newspaper . This outline is designed
for two inches in one column .

DECEMBER TOPIC : On Decem-
ber 17 "Frank and Ernest" will dis-
cuss the topic, "The Savior of th e
World." Attractive circulars will b e
available for announcing this broad-
cast, and all are invited to send
for as many as they can use . There
is no charge for these circulars .
They are suitable for house t o
house distribution, for mailing, and
for handing to friends and neigh-
bors . Help to increase the number
of "Frank and Ernest" listeners by
distributing as many of these cir-
culars as you can .
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G faze Passions

4T IS clearly stated in Scriptur e
that the things written afore -

time were written for our learn-
ing, to help to establish our hop e
in the Gospel and the promise s
of God contained therein . We are
told this in Romans 15:4, and i n
I Corinthians 10 we read of hap-
penings which can be considere d
with profit by those who are
walking in the footsteps of our
Lord, and seeking to make their
calling and election sure .

In this chapter it is the chil-
dren of Israel who are held u p
as "ensamples," and we ar e
warned not to make the sam e
mistakes they made . Verse 6 says
we should not Iust after evil
things, as they lusted. It is easy
to think, "I am not likely to d o
that. I shall not get sidetracked . "
But Paul warns in verse 12, "Le t
him that thinketh he standeth
take heed lest he fall ."

In the previous chapter Pau l
expresses his own determina-
tion—not to run "uncertainly" or
"fight" as one who "beateth th e
air," to no purpose. He adds, lest ,
"when I have preached to others ,
I myself should be a castaway."

THE BRITISH SECTION

(I Cor. 9:27) Paul saw the possi-
bility of failure, hence the nee d
of diligence for himself, and i n
giving wholesome warning to the
brethren at Corinth .

In the Scriptures great men of
faith, power, and prayer are
many times brought to our atten-
tion. Hebrews 11 contains a lis t
of those who "obtained a goo d
report." And what an honore d
list it is! The apostle calls these
ancient worthies a "great cloud
of witnesses," and points out tha t
they should be an incentive for
us to run with patience the rac e
set before us .—Heb. 12 : 1

One who is not mentioned by
name in this list is Elijah, bu t
he is probably included in vers e
38, for he was certainly one "o f
whom the world was not worthy, "
who "wandered in deserts, and i n
dens and caves of the earth ." Per-
haps it is fitting that he is no t
specifically mentioned, as apar t
from his work little is known o f
this great man . He is somewha t
like Melchizedek: without father,
without mother, without descent .

Elijah is first introduced to us in
I Kings 17 :1, saying, "As the Lord
God of Israel liveth, before who m
I stand ." He may have been with-
out genealogy but he was no t
without God . All we have abou t
him is that he was a Tishbite o f
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the inhabitants of Gilead. One
writer has said ,

"He came to discover to us the
horrible abominations in whic h
Israel, during those melancholy
times, was so deeply immersed .
Clouds and thick darkness cover
the whole land ; the images of
Baalim and Ashtaroth fearfully
gleam on every side; idolatrous
temples and heathen altars occu-
py the sacred soil ; every hil l
smokes with their sacrifices ,
every vale resounds with the
blasphemous yells of a crue l
priesthood. The people drink in
iniquity like water and sport i n
shameless rites around thei r
idols. "

How true it was that the glory
of Israel had departed . The see d
of Abraham was no longer dis-
cernible . Their light had become
darkness . The salt had lost its
savor . The fine gold had become
dim .

The name Elijah means "my
God is Jehovah," or "Jehovah i s
God." The prophet came in the
strength and power of the Lord ,
declaring with faith and confi-
dence that the people were to b e
shaken into the acknowledgment
that there was a God in Israel .
"There shall not be dew nor rai n
these years, but according to my
word."—I Kings 17 : 1

For three and one-half years
that sun baked land was without
rain. We in the western worl d
sometimes complain because we

think we are getting too much
rain, but think of the desolation
caused by a land being without
rain for such a long time. All
vegetation became parched an d
burned up. Man and beast were
reduced to skeletons, and al l
flesh faded like the grass .

This sorry plight was forced
upon the attention of King Ahab.
In I Kings 16:30 it is recorded o f
this king that he "did evil in the
sight of the Lord above all that
were before him." His wife, Jeze-
bel, was the daughter of a Zido-
nian king. He should never hav e
married her, for one evil step
leads to another, and it follow s
as night follows day that, having
taken this idolatrous woman, the y
both "served Baal, and wor-
shiped him."

How necessary it is that we
make straight paths for our feet,
and catch the first approach t o
sin, and quench the kindling fire.
Later, when this wicked king wa s
brought face to face with Elijah,
he said, "Art thou he that trou-
bleth Israel?" To this the prophe t
answered, "I have not trouble d
Israel ; but thou, and thy father' s
house, in that ye have forsaken
the commandments of the Lord ,
and thou hast followed Baalim . "
—I Kings 18 :17, 1 8

Then the test was arranged to
prove whether Jehovah or Baa l
is the true God. In this we see
Elijah very strong and bold . The
terrors of punishment or death
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did not prevent him from tellin g
the king the truth. He stood be -
fore God, whose glory was hi s
chief concern. We think of other s
who spoke courageously for the
glory of God .

We are familiar with the test
that was made to determine wh o
was the true God . The prophet s
of Baal cried, raved, and danced ;
they cut themselves and muttered
horrible incantations in their en-
deavors to obtain a reply fro m
their God, but there was no voice,
or any that answered .

How different with Elijah! A
deep silence prevailed . Then at
the time of the evening sacrifice,
he prayed: "Lord God of Abra-
ham, Isaac, and of Israel, let i t
he known this day that thou art
God in Israel, and that I am thy
servant, and that I have done all
these things at thy Word . Hear
me, 0 Lord, hear me, that thi s
people may know that thou art
the Lord God, and that thou hast
turned their heart back again . "
—I Kings 18 :36, 3 7

Then came the fire from th e
Lord . The Lord God once agai n
visited his erring people . Many
times they turned away after
strange gods, and he sent his
prophets to restore them, until,
as told by Jesus in the parabl e
of the vineyard, "last of all h e
sent unto them his Son." (Matt .
21 :37) But they would not hear,
and the vineyard had to pass t o
others who would render to the
Master the fruits in their season .

When the people saw the an-
swer of God in the fire, they fel l
on their faces and said, "The
Lord, he is the God ; the Lord, he
is the God." After this Elijah
commanded that all the prophets
of Baal be destroyed . Elijah' s
faith was crowned, the foolis h
priests put to shame, and all th e
false gods were confounded an d
annihilated .

One part of Elijah's missio n
was now ended . It was time fo r
the rain to come again upon the
land. We are told in I Kings 18 :
41 how the prophet dismisse d
Ahab from his presence as he
prepared to commune with Go d
in prayer . It appears that Aha b
had remained with the people b y
the brook Kishon and witnessed
everything, even the slaying of
the priests, with a partial assent ,
for he was a weak, capricious ty-
rant, destitute of character, an d
governed and moulded by pres-
ent circumstances.

The miracle on Carmel, and the
enthusiastic cry of the people ,
"The Lord, he is the God," ha d
made a momentary impressio n
upon him, so that he may even
have thought for a time, "Be it
so, Jehovah is the God," but his
heart was not changed . No true
faith had taken possession of it .

Here is represented a principle
well taught in the Scriptures :
Many receive impressions from
what is taking place around them ,
and for the time are moved by
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these circumstances ; but soon
they revert to their former stat e
of mind as if nothing had hap-
pened. This is how our Lord ex-
plains the matter in a parable re -
corded in Mark 4 :15 : "These ar e
they by the way side, where th e
word is sown; but when they hav e
heard, Satan cometh immediately ,
and taketh away the word that
was sown in their hearts . "

From I Kings 18:41, margin ,
we learn that Elijah said to Ahab ,
"Get thee up, eat and drink; for
there is a sound of a noise of
rain ." This might have implied ,
"Your fleshly comforts are your
principal care; take them, for
they will not be disturbed muc h
longer by drought and famine. "
The king's presence was no t
wanted while Elijah was about
to converse with his God. In wha t
way he heard the rain at thi s
stage we may not know . Probabl y
it was by the ear of faith, for h e
knew it would surely come .

"And Elijah went up to the top
of Carmel," to a secret chamber,
as it were, where no unbidden
guest could follow. "He cast him-
self down upon the earth, and put
his face between his knees ." (vs .
42) His whole demeanor ex-
pressed abasement and conscious-
ness of his littleness and unwor-
thiness . He humbled himself in
the dust under the feeling of his
own poverty and weakness .

It is for our admonition that
we are given this glimpse of Eli -

jah in his humility, for it teaches
us where his strength lay, and
we feel the force of those en-
couraging words of the Apostl e
James, "Elijah was a man subjec t
to like passions as we are, . . . and
he prayed earnestly." (James 5 :
17, 18) James uses this to teac h
the lesson that "the effectual
fervent prayer of a righteous ma n
availeth much ."—vs. 16

When Elijah had wrestled a
while with God in prayer and in
humility, he said to his servant,
"Go up now, look toward the
sea ." It was as though he place d
him on a watchtower to see when
his prayer was beginning to be
answered by a sign of rain be-
coming visible on the distan t
horizon . He had no doubt that his
prayer would be answered, fo r
God had said to him, "Go show
thyself unto Ahab; and I will
send rain upon the earth."
(I Kings 18:1) The servant wen t
to look out over the sea for evi-
dence of rain, but the sky was
perfectly clear and he reported ,
"There is nothing ."—Verse 43

Here is a lesson for us, for th e
answer to our prayers does no t
always come immediately. We
are sometimes kept waiting s o
that we, too, have to say, "I see
nothing ." But Elijah did not de-
spair, he told his servant to g o
again, seven times .

To obtain a quick answer to
prayer is much more agreeable
to our natural feelings, but wait-
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ing long is more beneficial to us .
It increases our fervency and per-
severance in prayer . In this con-
nection our Lord spake a parabl e
about an importunate widow, to
teach "that men [R. V. and Diag .,
'they,' the disciples of ch . 17 ]
ought always to pray, and not to
faint." (Luke 18 :1-3) This widow
was heard because she did no t
give up when her plea was a t
first unanswered.

When the servant returned th e
seventh time he said, "Behold ,
there ariseth a little cloud ou t
of the sea, like a man's hand ."
(I Kings 18 :44) Elijah knew tha t
his prayer was answered. True ,
it was only a little cloud at first ,
but when God gives the first -
fruits, he always gives the harves t
in due time. Then Elijah told hi s
servant to say to Ahab, "Prepare
thy chariot, and get thee down ,
that the rain stop thee not ." Thu s
was literally fulfilled what Elija h
had said, "There shall not be de w
nor rain these years, but accord-
ing to my word . "

The Lord did not let the ful l
force of the rain come suddenly ,
but first sent the little cloud tha t
was no bigger than a man's hand ,
that Elijah might have time to
announce the approaching rain
to the king, so it might be fully
apparent that Jehovah was the
God of Elijah as he had said . This
rain was not coming by chance ,
but "by his word."

Probably to the king the pros-
pect seemed to promise anything

but rain, but he was urgently tol d
to prepare his chariot so he
would not be caught by the rain ,
and it seems that even while they
were speaking, dark thunder-
clouds came up out of the sea ,
and "the heaven was black with
clouds." Then a violent storm
poured down upon the parche d
earth. Mendelssohn in his orato-
rio, "Elijah," beautifully de -
scribes this scene :

"Thanks be to God! He laveth
the thirsty land! The waters gath-
er, they rush along ; they are lift-
ing their voices . The stormy bil-
lows are high, their fury i s
mighty . But the Lord is above
them and Almighty."

Ahab rode in his chariot an d
went to Jezreel . The hand of the
Lord was on Elijah, and he girde d
up his loins and ran before Ahab
to the entrance of Jezree L
(I Kings 18 :45, 46) This seems to
suggest that the Lord investe d
him with supernatural power
which enabled him to keep up
with Ahab's chariot, which would
no doubt be traveling at consid-
erable speed on account of the
deluging rain. This would impres s
deeply on the king's mind the
great things that God had done
through his prophet .

"And Elias," says the Apostle
James, "was a man subject to
like passions as we are, and he
prayed earnestly." (Chapter 5 ,
verse 17) This word "earnestly"
seems to be the key word, for
the previous verse says, "The ef-
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fectual fervent prayer of a right-
eous man availeth much ." The
word "effectual" is not the best
translation here. The Diaglott
puts it, "the earnest supplication
of a righteous man is very pow-
erful ." The Greek used here
would be better represented by
the word energetic, giving th e
thought of strength or power . I t
is, then, this strong, powerful ,
fervent prayer that prevails with
God .

Elijah prayed earnestly. There
was strength and purpose in hi s
prayers, and he had no doubt that
they would be answered . We, too,
have the assurance that our God
will answer prayer, but we have
to realize that sometimes it i s
necessary for our highest welfare
that God answers, "No." We need
to recognize also when God has
answered our prayer . Too often
we make a request and then for -
get about it . How often do w e
thank the Lord for answere d
prayer? How often we fail to no-
tice the Lord's hand in our daily
affairs .

There are many instances in
both the Old and New Testament s
of strong and earnest prayer pre-

vailing with God . Through praye r
Moses turned away the anger o f
the Lord from Israel . Through
prayer Samuel brought about the
defeat of the Philistines . The
three Hebrew children were pre -
served from the burning fiery
furnace . To Daniel it was said by
Gabriel, "I am come because o f
thy words ." At the prayer of the
brethren on the day of Pentecos t
the heavens were opened, and
later, after they had prayed, th e
place where they were was shak-
en and they were all filled with
the Holy Spirit . (Acts 4:31 )
Prayer burst the fetters of Peter
and broke open the doors of hi s
prison . The Scriptures are full of
instances of the power of prayer .

We know that Elijah was a n
outstanding prophet of God an d
was specially used to perform
mighty works . But James says h e
was a man like as we are, and
surely his purpose in bringing
before us this instance of Elijah's
success in prayer was to encour-
age us to persevere in prayer,
and to believe that we also shall
be answered if only we pray i n
faith and in harmony with th e
Lord's will .
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&kicca'ta9i u9 fette'. s
Comforted

"Dear Friends : Very many thanks
for your most comforting letter;
also for the booklet you sent. l have
always been a great believer in our
dear Savior, but I must confess that
your books, together with Bible
study, has strengthened my fait h
in my bitter loneliness, and the los s
of my husband seems lighter to
bear. I really do thank you for al l
the help you have given to me in
my grief. May God bless you rich-
ly ."—England

Thankfu l

"Dear Brethren : Loving Christia n
greetings! How thankful we all are
that dear Brother Russell and his
little band were watching and wait-
ing when our Master returned to
give the promised `meat in du e
season,' and that God gave him the
ability to pass it on for our bene-
fit . How thankful also, I myself am ,
especially to `Frank and Ernest,'
that in God's providence the y
should be discussing `When a Ma n
Dies,' as I walked into an unoccu-
pied room, with the wireles s
switched on . I immediately recog-
nized the truth for which I had
been seeking in most of the nom-
inal churches for the greater par t
of my life . Truly this knowledge is
worth more—infinitely so—tha n
anything the whole wide world ha s
to offer."—Erie

Needs the Literature
"Dear Friends: Christian love an d

greetings in the name of our Lor d
and Redeemer. I am enclosing pos-
tal order for, `The Divine Plan of
the Ages .' I am very interested in
reading your publications . I will
shortly be subscribing to The
Dawn, being much acquainted with
this magazine in my grandfather' s
home. I cannot do without it no w
at my changed address."—England

Tape Recording Blesse d
"Dear Friend: Christian greet-

ings! I wish to thank you very
much for your tape recordings. It
was the tape entitled, `The Light of
the World,' that prompted me to
enquire of you concerning loca l
meetings, and I am grateful for the
information you have given. Please
accept the enclosed donation to
help with your work ."—Englan d

Sends to Englan d
"Dear Sirs : I cut the enclosed ad-

vertisement out of the Englis h
`World Wide' magazine, to which I
subscribe . I would be much oblige d
if you will kindly send me you r
booklet, `Life After Death .' I will
look forward very much to receiv-
ing this publication. No doubt yo u
will be surprised at getting thi s
letter from me, all the way from
Canada, and in the heart of the
Rocky Mountains, where I am liv-
ing . "

AVAILABLE IN GREAT BRITAIN : All books and booklets listed on pages 32 and 3 3
are available in Great Britain, and also the six volumes of "Studies In the Scriptures . "
The prices are :

Five cent booklets, three pence ; ten cent booklets, six pence : fifty cent books ,
2/6 ; one dollar books, 5/; two dollar books, 10/ . Scripture Study sets, 19/9 ; On e
year subscription to The Dawn Magazine, 5/.



I	 TALKING THINGS OVER

The Voice of Thanksgiving
"I will wash mine hands in innocency : so will I compass thine altar,
0 Lord: that I may publish with the voice of thanksgiving, and tel l

of all thy wondrous works ."—Psalm 26 :6, 7

T HURSDAY, November 23, wil l
be observed as Thanksgiving

Day throughout the United States .
The people of Canada have their
annual day of thanksgiving in
October. ertainly it is appropriate
that all recognize God's goodness ,
and endeavor in whatever way
they can to show their apprecia-
tion . Those who are consecrated
to follow in the footsteps of Jesus
should, above all others, giv e
thanks to God. Every day wit h
these should be one of thanksgiv-
ing and praise .

Together with all the people ,
Christians appropriately giv e
thanks to God for the material
blessings of food, raiment, home s
in which to live, and the measur e
of health they enjoy. However,
for those who are walking in th e
way of sacrifice with Jesus, there
are blessings of far greater im-
portance than those which have
to do with our temporal needs .
How much more thankful we
should be for those divine favors
which are the necessities of the
new creature!

If we were to single out an y
one of these spiritual blessing s
as being more important than an-
other, it would be the knowledge
of God. "This is life eternal, "
Jesus said, "that they might know
thee the only true God, and Jesus
Christ, whom thou has sent. "
(John 17 :3) A knowledge of God
is possible only by knowing hi s
plan of the ages—his "wondrou s
works"—and our part in tha t
plan.

To know our part —in the pla n
of God includes a knowledge o f
the manner in which he is deal-
ing with us, and a faith under-
standing of his providences in our
lives, whether they be bitter o r
sweet . How truly blessed it is t o
have the assurance that nothin g
"just happens" in the lives of the
dedicated followers of the Master !

Creatio n

TO KNOW and believe wha t
the Scriptures say concerning the
creative works of God is essentia l
to knowing God himself . In those
creative works, as outlined i n
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Genesis, we see God's might y
power displayed, as well as hi s
infinite wisdom and his boundles s
love. In the events which fol-
lowed creation we see God's jus-
tice displayed. How truly thank-
ful we should be for this knowl-
edge. How glad we should be that
the Lord has given us "eyes" t o
discern, "ears" to comprehend,
and hearts to believe what his
Word declares to be truth con-
cerning creation .

In the Bible's record of th e
creation of man, and God's provi-
sion for him, we see the purpos e
of the Creator concerning the hu-
man race . Man was made "a littl e
lower than the angels," the Scrip-
tures declare . (Ps . 8 :4-8 ; Heb. 2 :
6, 7) He was not half human and
half angelic . He was not put her e
on earth to live temporarily, with
the possibility of later enjoyin g
a better existence in some other
part of the universe, or of suffer-
ing eternally in a fiery hell .

A knowledge of the truth con-
cerning man's creation and the
divine purpose for him may see m
commonplace, but actually it i s
basic to a clear understanding o f
the entire plan of God, and con-
sequently of knowing God him-
self . To know this truth is a great
cause for thankfulness every day
in the year.

Man's Fal l

BEAUTIFULLY simple and un-
derstandable is the truth concern -

ing the fall of man . The Creator
properly demanded absolute obe-
dience of the man he had created
perfect and in his own image .
Man disobeyed, and the penalt y
of death was pronounced upon
him. Here God's justice is re-
vealed.

Everything Adam possessed, in-
cluding life, was his because o f
God's goodness . The least he
could have done was to have
manifested his appreciation by
obeying the Creator's law . But he
failed to do even this, hence th e
withdrawal of his blessings b y
God was just and right. "Unto
dust shalt thou return," demon-
strates God's justice ; and how
thankful we should be to have
learned that the penalty was not ,
"Unto eternal torture thou shal t
go!" It is blessed to know th e
truth for the truth's sake; but,
when we recognize that its every
item contributes to our acquain-
tance with God, then our knowl-
edge becomes far more impor-
tant .

God's justice condemned th e
race to death, but his love pro-
vided a way of escape from tha t
penalty . The Creator began t o
make promises of future deliver-
ance. The "seed" of the woma n
was to "bruise" the "serpent's "
head. The "seed' of Abraham was
to bless all the families of th e
earth. A "King," a "Messiah, "
"The Prince of Peace," "The ev-
erlasting Father," a "Redeemer, "
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was to be sent . (Isa. 9 :6, 7 ; 59 :20 )
And, as Peter explains in Acts 3 :
19-21, there were to be "times of
restitution of all things, which
God hath spoken by the mouth
of all his holy prophets since the
world began:"

How wonderfully this divine
provision of restitution highlights
the scriptural portrait of God .
How meaningful is this knowl-
edge in the light of God's gift of
his beloved Son. It is by reason
of this gift that the divine pla n
for the restoration of the willing
and obedient to life can be accom-
plished. Are we truly thankful
for that blessed and familiar text :
"God so loved the world that he
gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have ever-
lasting life ."? (John 3:16) One of
the greatest tragedies that coul d
befall us as Christians would b e
to lose our appreciation of God' s
"unspeakable gift ."—II Cor . 9:15

Because the Logos was made
flesh for the suffering of death ,
and because he was faithful in
laying down his life to redeem
the sin-cursed and dying worl d
of mankind, God's great project
of restitution is to be accom-
plished. And what a gloriou s
prospect this is for the world !
Has the knowledge of the trut h
given us such a vivid apprecia-
tion of God's interest in his hu-
man creation that we truly thrill
over the prospect of restitution

blessings for the poor groaning
creation? If not, then we lack a n
important element of godlikeness.

Let us not think that we hav e
no interest in restitution . True,
we are not expecting restitution
for ourselves ; not, that is, if we
are running for the "prize of the
high calling ." But we are in train-
ing to be the dispensers of resti-
tution blessings to the world of
mankind. Besides, restitution is
a part of God's plan, and no as-
pect of the divine plan should
ever be considered commonplac e
by his people .

Heavenly Hope s

AS DEDICATED followers of
the Master, we have been made
partakers of the "heavenly call-
ing ." (Heb. 3:1) This is a very
"high calling ." (Phil. 3 :14) It in-
cludes the high honor of being
co-workers with God: (II Cor. 6 :1 )
As we think of the Lord's loving
plan which makes it possible for
us, as members of the fallen race ,
to enjoy such an exalted positio n
as partners with him and with
Jesus, our thankfulness shoul d
know no hounds. We should hol d
back nothing in the expression o f
our appreciation for God's loving -
kindness. Everything which we
have and are should be put into
our giving of thanks.—Ps. 103 : 1

Reckoned Perfec t

WE SHOULD never forget what
the merit of Christ's sacrific e
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really means to us . Jesus means
more to us than he could ever
mean to the world. He is the
world's Redeemer, even as he i s
our Redeemer. But he is also our
Advocate, our High Priest, our
future Bridegroom .

Think of the fact that because
of God's loving provision throug h
Christ and his redeeming blood ,
he is now able to view us a s
though we were perfect . The
righteousness of Christ is im-
puted to us, and God accepts our
best endeavors as though the y
were perfect . Upon the basis o f
this provision we have the privi-
Iege of presenting our bodies a
"living sacrifice"—no— longe r
dead in trespasses and sins—wit h
the assurance that they are
"holy," and therefore "accept-
able" to God. This, Paul explains ,
is our "reasonable service" th e
only reasonable way we can prop-
erly express our thankfulness t o
God for all that he has done for
us.—Rom. 12 : 1

In our text David wrote, "I will
wash mine hands in innocency."
This, seemingly, was written pro-
phetically of Jesus, who was in-
nocent—"holy, harmless, unde-
filed, separate from sinners . "
(Heb . 7 :26) The sin of the human
race did not contaminate Jesus ,
nor was he responsible for it .
Through the merit of his perfect
sacrifice his followers enjoy th e
same blessed position of inno-
cency .

But we should remember that
with Jesus	 as well as with hi s
followers--innocency before God
was possible only through faith-
fulness in doing his will. Right-
eousness in God's sight is never
a negative, inactive attitude, bu t
a positive, active devotion to th e
doing of his will . Jesus said, "Lo ,
I come (in the Volume of the
book it is written of me) to do
thy will, 0 God ."—Heb. 10 : 7

The language of our text take s
our minds into the court which
surrounded the typical taber-
nacle . Here were located both
the brazen altar and the laver o f
water. The priests washed at the
laver. This foreshadowed our
"washing of water by the Word . "
(Eph. 5 :26) It is only as we do
thus "wash" that we have a
standing of innocency before th e
Lord and have the privilege of
offering sacrifice .

Cleansing ourselves by the "wa-
ter of the Word" calls for the
study of God's Word, and th e
bringing of ourselves into har-
mony with its righteous require-
ments . Briefly, these require -
ments are recognition of and re-
pentance for sin ; faith in the she d
blood of the Redeemer ; full con-
secration to do God's will and a
daily effort to conform our every
thought, word and deed to the
high standards of righteousnes s
set forth in the Bible .

But there is more to the Chris-
tian life than to wash our hands
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in innocence . Our text also re-
minds us of the privilege of sac-
rifice, as typified by the brazen
altar in the court . "So will I com-
pass thine altar," David wrote.
The cleansing of our lives by the
blood of Christ, and by our best
efforts to have our every thought ,
word, and deed conformed to the
Word of God, are the necessary
prerequisites to sacrifice . But thi s
cleansing is not itself the sacri-
fice. Typically, the cleansing wa s
done at the laver, but the sacri-
fice was offered upon the altar .

Prais e

DAVID continues, "That I may
publish with the voice of thanks-
giving, and tell of all thy won-
drous works ." This indicates tha t
true Christian thanksgiving in-
volves publishing, or making
known the "wondrous works" of
God. This in turn calls for sacri-
fice . This viewpoint is presented
in Psalm 103 :1 : "Bless the Lord ,
0 my soul : and all that is withi n
me, bless his holy name . "

The expression, "all that i s
within me," denotes all our pow-
ers, all we possess. Nothing short
of this should be considered an
adequate thanksgiving offering t o
the Lord in return for all that
he has done for us . The Apostl e
Paul expresses a similar thought,
saying, "By him therefore let u s
offer the sacrifice of praise t o
God continually, that is, the fruit
of our lips giving thanks to his

name." (Heb . 13 :15) In Hosea 14 : 2
we read of rendering "the calves
of our lips ."

There are various ways where -
by we can praise the Lord. We
can sing hymns of praise, which,
without doubt, is pleasing to our
Heavenly Father. However, not a
great deal of sacrifice is involved
in this form of praise . It is a de-
light to raise our voices in songs
of praise to the giver of every
good and perfect gift.

We should also express our
thanks to God by means of prayer.
How blessed it is to pour out our
hearts to the Lord in praise and
adoration, telling him how much
we love and appreciate him . Such
incense of praise is a sweet-smell-
ing savor to our God. It is thi s
form of praise that is pictured
more particularly by the offerin g
of incense at the Golden Altar i n
the tabernacle .

But we should remember tha t
the fire which burned the incense
at the Golden Altar was brough t
by the priest from the Brazen
Altar in the court. If the fires of
sacrifice were not burning on this
altar, there could be no burning
of incense at the Golden Altar .
The one depended upon the other.

"Wondrous Works"

IN OUR text David explains
what is involved in offering the
sacrifice of praise, saying that w e
should tell of all God's wondrou s
works . To do this means to bear
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Witness to the truth . Certainly
David does not mean that we
should tell the Lord about hi s
own works . God knows all abou t
his own works and doesn't nee d
to have us remind him of hi s
glorious plan of the ages, al-
though it is eminently proper
that we thank the Lord often fo r
the knowledge he has given u s

of his truth.

It is to others that we are t o
explain God's wondrous works . I t
is by doing this that we sho w
forth the praises, or virtues, o f
him who has called us out of
darkness into his marvelous light .
(I Pet . 2:9) And what a privilege
it is to tell others of God's works .
Every feature of his plan is a de-
light to his people, and their joy
in the truth increases as they tel l
it to others . Even when relatin g
it to one another it becomes more
precious, more wonderfully sweet .

There is no other way to live
a life of true thankfulness and
praise to God than to spend it in
showing forth God's praises .
There isn't much that any of u s
can do, but we can have the spirit
of making known the glad tiding s
even though confined on a be d
of sickness, and we can also pra y
for those who are active in the
service .

When we consider that all we
have and all we hope for are our s
by God's grace, then we wil l
know that our debt of gratitude

calls for nothing less than the de -
voting of our all to him, no longe r
living unto ourselves nor for our-
selves, but for him . It is this
thought that is expressed by Da-
vid in those well-known words :

"What shall I render unto the
Lord for all his benefits towar d
me? I will take the cup of salva-
tion, and call upon the name of
the Lord. I will pay my vows unto
the Lord now in the presence of
all his people. Precious in the
sight of the Lord is the [sacrifi-
cial] death of his saints . 0 Lord ,
truly I am thy servant; and the
son of thine handmaid : thou has t
loosed my bonds [released me
from adamic condemnation] . I will
offer to thee the sacrifice of
thanksgiving, and will call upo n
the name of the Lord. I will pay
my vows unto the Lord now i n
the presence of all his people ."—
Ps. 116 :12-1 8

Again we read, "Oh that me n
would praise the Lord for hi s
goodness, and for his wonderfu l
works to the children of men !
And let them sacrifice the sacri-
fices of thanksgiving, and declare
his works with rejoicing." (Ps .
107:21, 22) How clearly does Da-
vid here, as elsewhere, associate
thanksgiving with declaring th e
works of the Lord, and his bless-
ings toward us.

And how wonderfully the Lord
has favored us . 'What rich bless-
ings he has bestowed upon us .

And how grand are the things he
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has promised yet to do for us ;
and not only for us, but also for
the whole world. To tell of al l
his works it is essential to pub-
lish the truth of his plan .

For Trials Also

AS WE count our many bless-
ings we should not overlook the
trials which the Heavenly Father
has permitted to come into our
lives . If we had the choosing of
our experiences we would avoid
the things which annoy, vex, and
try us. But God in his wisdo m
sees that we need trials, and in
his love he permits them . If our
wills are fully resigned to hi s
will, we will be thankful that h e
is providing all our needs, even
the ordeals for the rounding out
of our Christian characters .

Some of our trials may be per-
mitted by the Lord to test our
faith and confidence in him .
Sometimes they may be in the na-
ture of disciplines . Even so w e
know that it is in love, and our
hearts should respond in grateful
appreciation of this evidence tha t
he is supplying all our needs . Job
said while passing through hi s
great trial, "He knoweth the way
that I take: when he hath trie d
me, I shall come forth as gold ."—
Job 23 :10

God also knows the way we
take, and he is trying us as gol d
is tried . This means that he puts
us through the fires of affliction

that the "gold" of our character s
might be refined . But how pre-
cious the thought that the Great
Refiner tempers the heat. He wil l
not permit us to be tested above
that which we are able to bear .
If he sees that the heat is becom-
ing so intense that we may be
injured as new creatures, he pro-
vides a way of escape .—I Cor.
10 :1 3

Yes, our Heavenly Father
knows, and he cares . May thi s
blessed truth become so thor-
oughly fixed in our minds an d
hearts that nothing will be abl e
to disturb our inner peace an d
rest in him and in his promises .

We have been blessed with the
light of the knowledge of God .
We have a hope for ourselves . W e
have the assurance of divine care ,
of divine forgiveness, of divin e
help, and of divine discipline . All
of this convinces us of divin e
love .

We enjoy this knowledge be-
cause "God is the Lord, which
hath showed us light ." Shall we
not, then, respond with the voice
of thanksgiving, making melody
in our hearts unto the Lord, an d
sounding forth his praise s
throughout the land? Let us thus
"offer the sacrifice of praise con-
tinually," and "bind the sacrifice
with cords, even unto the horns
of the altar ."—Heb. 13 :15; Ps.
118 :27

TALKING THINGS OVER
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" We un an`c Ufiee "
We thank thee, 0 Father, for all that is bright—
The gleam of the day and the stars of the night ;
The flowers of our youth and the fruits of our prime ,
And blessings that march down the pathway of time .

We thank thee, 0 Father, for all that is dear —
The sob of the tempest, the flow of the tear ;
For never in blindness and never in vain
Thy mercy permitted a sorrow or pain .

We thank thee, 0 Father, for song and for feast—
The harvest that glowed and the warmth that increased ;
For never a blessing encompassed thy child
But thou, in thy mercy, looked downward and smiled .

We thank thee, 0 Father of all, for the power
Of aiding each other in life's darkest hour ;
The generous heart and the bountiful hand ,
And all the soul-help that sad souls understand .

We thank thee, 0 Father, for days yet to be —
For hopes that our future will call us to thee ;
That all our eternity form, through thy love ,
One Thanksgiving day in mansions above .

1LETTERS OF APPRECIATION1
Reasonabl e

"The Bible Answers, Dear Sirs :
Please send me a copy of today's
TV program concerning evolution.
Your program intrigues me im-
mensely. You are convincing, sen-
sible, and sure . Thank you so much
for these programs, and for send-
ing out free copies of them ."—
Washington

Comforted

"Gentlemen: This is just a note
to let you know how comfortin g
your booklet `Hope' has been t o
me. I wonder if it would be askin g
too much to have you send me
your booklet, `God and Reason .' I
have recently lost my husband and
need the comfort and understand -
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ing which only God can give at a
time like this ."—Illinoi s

Interest Increasing

"Dearly Beloved Brethren i n
Christ : Greetings in the Master's
name! We are greatly rejoicing a s
our work in the truth is beginnin g
to move at a remarkable pace her e
in Puerto Rico . It seems almost
miraculous that so many interesting
letters are coming in . May we again
thank you for all the help you dear
ones have given to us . We trust
that you will not cease to pray fo r
us" (The interest here referred to
is from the Spanish language broad -
casts . Two stations in Puerto Ric o
are broadcasting these program s
without charge .—Editors)

A First Impression

"Dear `Frank and Ernest' I heard
your radio program on evolution on
Sunday for the first time . Please
send the booklet, `Creation,' which
I would like to read and discuss
with a dear friend of mine whos e
religious concepts conflict with
mine because my college back-
ground causes me to be curious and
doubt. Your analysis is religious,
scientific, and logical, and very in-
teresting.—Californi a

Helped

"Dear `Frank and Ernest' : I am
enclosing one dollar for The Dawn
publications listed below. May I
take this opportunity to tell you
how very much I enjoy The Dawn
Magazine . A friend brought me
several copies to read, and I have
derived much pleasure and knowl-
edge from them . They have given

me a much greater understanding
of the Bible, and because of this
I think I shall be a better Chris-
tian ."—Michiga n

A Teenager Blessed

"Dear `Frank and Ernest' : I am
a teenager who has been inspired
by your radio broadcasts . They
have helped me greatly in my
Christian life. In earnest I seek to
know and serve my Lord better ,
and am therefore gratefully taking
advantage of your helpful offer to
send the `Plan' book and The Daw n
Magazine . What Christ is doing
through you for the unsaved as
well as for us Christians, cannot be
expressed . The thanks are in my
prayers for you"—New York

Must Be the Trut h

"Dear `Frank and Ernest' : I t
must have been an act of God that
accidentally I dialed a Wheeling ,
West Virginia, radio station several
Sundays ago and heard your satis-
fying program for the first time .
Your teachings have provided m e
with the answers I had been search-
ing for . This must be the truth. I
am looking forward to your pro -
gram for next Sunday."—Ohi o

Result of Witnessin g

"Dear Sirs : Please send me a
copy of `Behold Your King,' and
`The Divine Plan of the Ages .' On e
of your publications—a small book-
let—was handed to me by a strange r
while we were both shopping in a
super market . I read it with much
interest, and now wish to receive
and read the above books"—Oregon

LETTERS OF APPRECIATION
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SPEAKERS` APPOINTMENTSI
These speakers are associated with the Pilgrim Department of Th e
Dawn . Their services are furnished free, upon request . Address you r
request to Dawn Bible Students Association, Pilgrim Department, East
Rutherford, New Jersey . A visit Will be arranged when possible .

FRED A . BRIGHT

Reading, Pa .

	

Nov. 5

JENS COPELAN D

Tallahassee, Fla . Oct. 20
Birmingham, Ala.

	

22
New Albany, Ind .

	

24
Dayton, Ohio

	

25
Toledo, Ohio

	

26
Detroit, Mich .

	

2 9
Jackson, Mich .

	

30
Grand Rapids, Mich .

	

3 1
Flint, Mich .

	

Nov. 1
Cleveland, Ohio

	

2
Steubenville, Ohio

	

3
Pittsburgh, Pa .

	

5
Ebensburg, Pa .

	

6
Allentown, Pa .

	

7
Philadelphia, Pa.

	

1 2
Richmond, Va.

	

1 3
Blackstone, Va .

	

1 4
Lynchburg, Va .

	

1 5
Roanoke, Va .

	

1 6
Greensboro, N . C .

	

1 7
Charlotte, N . C .

	

1 9
Orlando, Fla .

	

2 1

O . D. DEIFER
Catawissa, Pa .

	

Nov . 1 9

ARTHUR H. KRUMPOLT

York, Pa .

	

Nov. 19
Lancaster, Pa.

	

1 9

RAYMOND J . KRUPA

Sayville, L. I ., N . Y. Nov. 5
New Haven, Conn .

	

12

L. P . LOOMIS

Allentown, Pa.

	

Nov . 26

JOHN Y. MAC AULA Y

Rockford, III .

	

Nov . 5
Clinton, Iowa

	

6
LaSalle, Ill .

	

8
Batavia, III .

	

9
Champaign, III .

	

1 5
Mattoon, III .

	

1 6
St . Louis, Mo .

	

1 9
West Frankfort,

	

2 0
Anna, III .

	

2 1
Jonesboro, III .

	

2 1
Ziegler, III .

	

2 4
Madisonville, Ky .

	

2 6
Dawson Springs, Ky .

	

2 7
Memphis, Tenn .

	

2 8
Little Rock, Ark .

	

Dec. 1

MARTIN C . MITCHEL L

Washington, D. C . Nov . 5

G . P . OSTRANDE R

Seattle, Wash .

	

Nov . 1
Wenatchee, Wash .

	

2, 3
Spokane, Wash .

	

5, B
Clarkston, Wash .

	

6, 7
Havre, Mont.

	

10-1 2
Minneapolis, Minn . 14, 1 5
Milwaukee, Wis .

	

1 6
Batavia, III .

	

1 7
Cleveland, Ohio

	

20

STEPHEN ROSKIEWIC Z

Luseland, Sask .

	

Nov.
Regina, Sask ., Can .
Winnipeg, Man . Can .
Minneapolis, Minn .
Appleton, Wis .

CHARLES A . SMIT H

Wilkes Barre, Pa . Nov. 1 9

C. A . SUNDBO M

Jackson, Mich .

	

Nov . 5
Kansas City, Mo .

	

6
Oklahoma City, Okla .

	

7
Fort Worth, Tex .

	

8
Houston, Tex.

	

9
San Antonio, Tex .

	

1 0
Waco, Tex .

	

11, 1 2

RICHARD SURAC I

Groton, Ct .

	

Nov . 1 9
New London, Ct . Nov. 1 9

STEPHEN SURAC I

Wallingford, Ct.

	

Nov. 5
Bridgeport, Ct .

	

Nov. 5

FELIX S . WASSMAN N

Paterson, N . J .

	

Nov . 5

W. N . WOODWORTH

New Haven, Ct . Nov . 1 2
Baltimore, Md .

	

19

2
5
7
9

1 0
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The listings in this schedule have been arranged by local ecclesias
co-operating with the Dawn.

GEORGE BALKO

Monessen, Pa .

	

Nov . 5

MIKE BALKO

Connellsvilie, Pa . Nov . 1 2
Monessen, Pa .

	

1 9

JOHN BARACOS

East Liverpool, O . Nov. 1 2

NICK BARACOS

Monessen, Pa.

	

Nov. 26

J . BEDNARZ

Gary, Ind .

	

Nov . 19

L . P. BORGES

St. Petersburg, Fla .

	

1 2

J . BURTON BROWN

Tehachapi, Calif . Nov . 1 9

DAVID A. BRUC E

Son Francisco, Calif .

	

5

C. M. CHUPA

Chatham, Ont . Can .

	

1 9

FRED J . DARROW

San Bernardino, Calif.

	

5

L. PAUL DAVI S

Son Jose, Calif .

	

Nov . 12

EDWARD E. FAY

Detroit, Mich .

	

Nov . 1 9

JOSEPH FENCHAK

Duquesne, Pa .

	

Nov . 1 2

IRVING C. FOSS

Fullerton, Calif .

	

Nov . 2 6
Whittler, Calif.

	

2 6

EARL L. FOWLER

Phoenix, Ariz .

	

Nov . 1 2

T . HACK

LaSalle, III .

	

Nov. 5

JOHN G. HULL, JR.

Riverside, Calif .

	

Nov . 1 9
Ontario, Calif .

	

1 9

LEONARD JEZUI T

Minneapolis, Minn .
(Cedar Ave .)

	

Nov . 5

DANIEL KAZIA K

London, Ont . Can Nov . 1 2

E . F . LANKFOR D

Chico, Calif .

	

Nov . 5

EDWARD G. LOREN Z

San Diego, Calif . Nov. 1 2

D . J . MOREHOUS E

Milwaukee, Wis .

	

Nov . 5

HARRY PASSIOS

Steubenville, Ohio Nov . 1 2

G. R. POLLOC K

Ventura, Calif .

	

Nov. 12

LEO B . POST

Covert, Mich .

	

Nov . 1 9

R . RAWSO N

Akron, Ohio

	

Nov . 1 9

B. E. ROS E

Flint, Mich .

	

Nov . 5

A. SHEPPELBAU M

Aurora, III .

	

Nov. 5

J . L VAN HORN E

Washington, Pa. Nov. 19

IRWIN WYSOCK I

Connelisville, Pa .

	

Nov. 5

ERNEST G. WYLAM

Chicago, III .

	

Nov . 26

HOWARD YOUN G

Duquesne, Pa .

	

Nov . 5

L W. ZBI K

Adrian, Mich .

	

Nov. 19
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	 CONVENTIONS1
Full information concerning programs and room reservations can be obtaine d
by writing to the name listed . An asterisk (*) indicates an immersion servic e
is being planned.

JACKSON, MICH ., Nov. 5—Masonic Hall ,
403 Napoleon Road, Michigan Center ,
Mich . Mrs. Luella M . Crawford, 322 N .
Dwight Street, Jackson .

WACO, TEXAS, Nov. 11, 12—Hotel Ra-
leigh, Austin Avenue at Eighth Street .
Mrs . J . B . Hillhouse, 3532 Frederick Ave-
nue, Waco .

ALBANY, N . Y., Nov . 12—YWCA Build-
ing, 5 Lodge Street . Mrs . Lucy Smith ,
87i Lansing Place, Rensselaer, N . Y .

COLUMBUS, OHIO, Nov . 12—Southern
Hotel, South High and East Main Streets .
Mrs. Josephine Ewing, 273 S . Algonqui n
Ave ., Columbus 4 .

NEW HAVEN, CONN ., Nov. 12—YWC A
Building, 42 Howe Street . Mrs . Richar d
Suraci, 171 Johnson Road, Hamden ,
Connecticut .

SAGINAW, MICH ., Nov . 12—The Wo-
man's Club, 311 N . Jefferson Street . Mrs .
C . A . Sundbom, 207 Alice Street.

BALTIMORE, MD., Nov . 19—Sear's Com-
munity Center, North and Harford Ave-
nues . Mr . J . H . L . Trautfelter, 505 W .
University Parkway, Baltimore 10 .

ONTARIO, CALIF., November 19—On-
tario Woman's Club, 738 N . Euclid Ave-
nue . Mrs . A. B. Dickey, 1228 Nort h
Third Avenue, Upland, Calif.

DETROIT, MICH ., Nov . 19-Maccabee s
Building, Woodward Avenue at Putnam .
Mr . C . M. Chupa, 5666 Belmont, Dear -
born 6 .

CHICAGO, ILL ., Nov. 26—Central Ma -
sonic Temple, 912 N . LaSalle . Mr .
Leonard Jezuit, 10742 South Talmar.
Avenue, Chicago 55 .

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY, Nov .
Building, 140 E . Hanover Street. Mrs .
Eugene Burns, 3 Meyer Road, Nixon ,
N . J .

CHICAGO, ILL., Dec . 30-Jan . 1 .

"Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the man -
ner of some is ; but exhorting one another : and so much th e

more, as ye see the day approaching."—Hebrews 10:25



The

	

-ese

	

.le

	

D s

sever

	

r : ., -cars ago„ the.
r.) .cisto. nding tex i

S!X VOLUMES .

thc.

, ..H .

.	 .

	

.. . .. .„

	

,,

	

.

	

.. .



That the church is "the temple of the living God"—peculiarl y
"his workmanship" ; that its construction has been in progres s
throughout the Gospel age—ever since Christ became the ',world' s
Redeemer and the chief corner stone of this temple, throug h
which, when finished, God's blessings shall come "to alt people ,
amid they find access to him .—1 ' Cor ; 3 :16, 17 ; Eph . 2 :20-22 ; Gen .
28 :1

	

Gal . 2 :2 9

That meantime the chiseling, shaping . and polishing of consecrate d
believers in Christ's atonement for sin progresses, and when th e
last of

	

"living stones," "elect and precious," shall hav e thes
e been mode ready, the great N;aster Workman will bring al l

together in the first resurrection ; and the temple shall be filled wit h
his glory, and be the meeting place between God and me n
throughout the Millennium .—Rev . 15 :5- 8

That the basis of hope for the church and the world lies in th e
fact that "Jesus Christ, by the grace of God tasted death fo r

ery man," ' t o ransom for ail,' and will be "the true light whi r
iighteth every moil that corneth into the world," "in due time . '
— ;lob . 2 :9 ; John 1 :9 ; I Tim. 2 :5, 6

That the hope of the church is that she may be like her Lord ,
he is,"

	

a "partaker of the divine nature," an d
are his glory as his m jaint-heir .—I John 3 :2 ; John 17:24 ; Rom .

li Pet .

That

	

e p esen' mission of the church is the perfecting

	

th e
saints

	

the future tvorie

	

service ; to develop in herself ever y
girded ; to be God's witnass to the wo rld ; ori,i to .reoore t o
'he Kings <

	

t

	

Masts in the next a_ . . -Ep-

	

,12 ; Mutt . _it,
Rev . lid ;

That

	

tir world ~ em in the bhessihgs of knowledg e

and opportun ity to cc b r o u g h t to u

	

by Christ's . n i l : ~ _ n n l a l ki n

dcm--t '

	

rest : uhon of ail that was lcsl in Achem . to ail th e
n

	

ohedient . of the hones o f h e i i Redeemer c:-rb t

	

r .lor ifi^ d
chu c . —w c r alt the suJfally wicked will be dent ;cy cc' --Acts 3 :


