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HIGHLIGHTS OFD A W N
From Chaos to the Kingdom

'
F EVER there was a time in the history of the world whic h
demanded calm and unbiased reasoning on the part of all, it

is now. But mere reasoning, no matter how intelligent, canno t
bring hope to anyone unless there can be found some prope r
foundation upon which reason may be based . That sure founda-
tion is faith in the inspired Word of God as the source of divinel y
furnished information concerning the Creator's view of the
world's situation, and what he intends to do about it .

Today the world seems hopelessly adrift on the stormy seas of
raging human passions . Jesus foretold the coming of just suc h
a time as this, in which there would be "distress of nations, with
perplexity ; . . . men's hearts failing them for fear," as they loo k
forward to the things coming on the earth . (Luke 21 :25, 26) Is
there a way out? We believe that there is, but it is not a way
devised by man. It is God's way, and one which will be imple-
mented by sufficient divine power to assure success .

We hold that through biblical truth alone will we find the na-
ture of the only real solution to the present world-wide perplex-
ity and distress. However, on this point we are faced with th e
necessity of distinguishing between the pure teachings of the
Bible and the confusing theories of traditional theology, whic h
too often masquerade in the name of Christianity. To whatever
extent vain superstition is replaced with dependable biblica l
truth and reason, one's faith becomes a far more comforting
reality, and the Bible takes on a new and saner meaning.

And how much need there is today that our faith be based
upon a firm foundation of reason and the Bible, for we surely
are confronted with many confusing theories and speculations.
Evolutionists insist that we have made steady strides forwar d
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since the first "crude" beginning of civilization on this planet .
Many today boastfully point to the marvelous achievements o f
this modern "brain age," yet our so-called civilized world i s
faced with the undeniable fact that its vaunted civilization now
stands on the brink of destruction . With all our learning we are
not able to maintain the standards of the supposed culture which
we pretend to have achieved .

No longer is it possible to prevent a knowledge of these start -
ling facts from edging in upon the public mind . Serious states-
men are frankly pointing out the necessity of something drasti c
being done if civilization is to be saved . Prominent religious
leaders in all schools of ecclesiasticism are earnestly announcin g
that unless the people now quickly turn to God the whole worl d
will be plunged into the greatest and most deadly cataclysm o f
all human history .

However, the vast majority of religionists, particularly in the
Protestant world, are avowed modernists and evolutionists who
have little or no faith in the divine inspiration of the Bible . Many
of these are not even sure that there is a personal God, a great
Creator over all . They depend upon their guesses in the field
of evolution to find a solution to the world's problems—and how
futile are such speculations !

A noted scientist and evolutionist, Dr . Ernst Mayr, professor,
author, and director of the Museum of Comparative Zoology a t
Harvard University, has recently expressed some interestin g
views. As reported in the public press, Dr. Mayr believes that
the human species ceased its evolutionary climb 30,000 year s
ago, and that there has been no increase in human brain capac-
ity during the last 100,000 years. He agrees with Sir Julian
Huxley that most likely "man's genetic nature has degenerate d
and is still doing so ." On this point, aside from the time element
they suggest, these two scientists are in harmony with the Bible .
However, they fail to recognize that the degeneration of ma n
is due to original sin . We quote The Courier-Journal, of Louis-
ville, Kentucky :

"How did all these things happen to us? Mayr takes us back
to man's ancestors 22,000,000 years ago, learning to walk upright ,
freeing their forelimbs to make and use tools, but most astonish -
ing of all—their three-to-four-fold increase in size of brain. The
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need to communicate—to speak—speeded up brain growth. Those
who could think best survived and passed on intelligence t o
their children. And the children of the brightest parents, sinc e
they received better parental care, likewise survived . What put
the brakes on brain growth? Mayr suggests that when joined to-
gether in bigger groups, the average and below average individ-
uals became more protected . Ultimately, he says, the below-aver-
age individual (if not too far below the average) could surviv e
and reproduce just as successfully as the above average individ-
ual."

What shallow reasoning is here revealed! Dr . Mayr would
have us believe that millions of years ago ape men were able to
control their destinies to a large extent ; but when they became
more intelligent they did not have the know-how to sustain thei r
gains, so went into decline . And what does he suggest now as a
remedy for this situation, and for the world's ills? He urge s
that the more intelligent of the human race be pampered, spe-
cially cared for, and protected, so that they might produce mor e
of their kind, crowding out the less intelligent. In this way, he
thinks, man may again resume the evolutionary climb ; and we
suppose, if Dr. Mayr's plan worked out, a few million years fro m
now, man would be able to build bigger and better hydroge n
bombs .

Not all scientists are unbelievers . Dr. Wernher von Braun, a
noted space scientist, in an article entitled, "My Faith," said,
"Manned space flights is an amazing achievement . But it ha s
opened for us thus far only a tiny door for viewing the awesom e
reaches of space . Our outlook through this peephole at the vas t
mysteries of the universe only confirms our belief in the cer-
tainty of its Creator."

Noted Historian Speaks

DR. ARNOLD J. TOYNBEE, noted British historian, referring
to man's past ascendancy over the wild beasts, as he sees i t
through the theory of evolution, in a lecture in Kansas City, said ,

"Today, once again man is in danger of being exterminated
by one of the larger wild animals . This time the beast of prey
is man himself . Despite man's ability to destroy himself, men
are continuing the same kind of disputes that existed in pre -

HIGHLIGHTS OF DAWN

	

3



atomic times. Think how senseless the religious wars between
Catholics and Protestants in the 16th and 17th centuries seem to
us today. What we fight over today may seem just as senseless
to future generations. "

Dr. Toynbee believes that the only solution to the present
dilemma of man is for nations to forget their differences and
work together for the common good of all . He fears that unless
this be done the human race is doomed . He says that it is sense-
less for any person to accumulate more than can be used in a
lifetime, rather than give the surplus to those in need. Many
will agree with this, but we are still faced with the stark fact
that science and invention have not changed the hearts of men ,
and that the motive behind most human thinking and practic e
is selfishness. And selfishness continues disputes, despite th e
fact that most times its ends produce no permanently satis-
factory condition . This is true from the highest governmental
circles down to the ordinary contacts and associations of men
and women. Everyone wants his own way, and insists that his
rights, real or fancied, be honored .

This makes for strife . It made for strife when the only weap-
ons of warfare were stone axes, or perhaps bare fists . It still
makes for warfare in this day of nuclear weapons capable o f
destroying the entire human race .

So the lessons of history leave us with a clearer focus on th e
reason, from the human standpoint, of present world distress ;
but they offer no workable solution to the problems . This again
emphasizes that we must turn to the Word of God, not only to
learn the true meaning of the chaos and distress that now plagu e
a bewildered world, but also what the Creator of the univers e
proposes to do about it. We cannot reasonably conclude that th e
great Intelligence who brought into existence the countless bil-
lions of heavenly bodies, and who causes them to move about
ceaselessly in their orbits with such absolute precision, has sig-
nally failed in his attempt to produce a race of sentient creature s
here on this planet who can continue to exist under conditions
of unimpaired and uninterrupted peace and happiness .

When Jesus was on the earth nearly two thousand years ag o
he instructed his disciples to pray, "Thy kingdom come . Thy
4
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will be done in earth, as it is in heaven." All down through the
centuries Christians have been repeating this prayer and patient-
ly waiting for its answer. The Scriptures assure us that it will
be answered ; that the time is coming when sin and selfishness
will no longer rule throughout the earth ; that all opposition to
God and to his holy will is to be put down, and that even sick-
ness and death will be destroyed, and that ultimately God wil l
be "all in all."—I Cor . 15 :25-28 ; Rev. 21 : 4

The Scriptures also reveal that the unquestioned rulershi p
of the Creator over the earth, when his will is done here as it is
now done in heaven, is to be brought about by the thousand-year
messianic rule ; that is, by the kingdom of Christ. The kingdom
of Christ, or the kingdom of the Messiah, was foretold by God' s
prophets, and when Jesus came at his first advent he associated
himself with those prophecies. One of the prophecies of Jesus '
birth described also his rulership in the earth. "Unto us a child
is born," wrote the Prophet Isaiah, "unto us a son is given : and
the government [the rulership] shall be upon his shoulder ." (Isa .
9 :6, 7) This prophecy assures us that "of the increase of hi s
government and peace there shall be no end."
Christ's Kingdom

WHAT is the kingdom of Christ? It is a government in whic h
Christ will be the supreme authority, the invisible ruler . Just
as Satan's invisible rulership over the earth has resulted in evi l
of all sorts, including wars, sickness and death, so Christ's ruler-
ship will lead to righteousness, to peace, and health, and life .
Jesus will have associates with him in his kingdom . His follow-
ers, selected from the world during the Gospel Age, tried, an d
proved faithful, will be exalted to heavenly glory to live an d
reign with him.—Rev. 20 : 6

Jesus and his associate invisible rulers will be represente d
here on the earth by what the Scriptures refer to as "princes . "
(Ps. 45:16) Jesus identified these as Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and
all the prophets .(Matt. 8:11 ; Luke 13:28, 29) Paul refers to this
group of Ancient Worthies as having proved worthy of a "better
resurrection," and tells us that through Christ and the church
they will be made perfect . (Heb. 11:35, 40) These will constitute
what we might refer to as the earthly phase of the kingdom .
These intermediaries, while not the kingdom in the proper sense
HIGHLIGHTS OF DAWN
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of the word, will be so fully the representatives of it among men
that they will be recognized as the kingdom by men . They will,
indeed, be the only visible representatives of the kingdom among
men .

In the prophecy of Isaiah 2 :2-4 these two phases of the king-
dom of Christ are represented as a "mountain"—"the mountai n
of the Lord," in which, symbolically speaking, are located "Zion "
and "Jerusalem." We quote: "It shall come to pass in the las t
days, that the mountain of the Lord's house shall be establishe d
in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills ;
and all nations shall flow unto it . And many people shall go and
say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, t o
the house of the God of Jacob ; and he will teach us of his ways,
and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth th e
law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem . And he shall
judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many people : and
they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spear s
into pruninghooks : nation shall not lift up sword against nation ,
neither shall they learn war any more . "

During the days when Israel was ruled by kings, these king s
exercised their control from Mount Zion, in the city of Jerusa-
lem. So to them God ruled from Mount Zion, and the language
of Isaiah's prophecy would therefore be very understandable ,
denoting that God, through his proper representative, the Mes-
siah, would again rule, not only in Israel, but throughout th e
earth. Mount Zion in Jerusalem was the ruling center, but al l
Jerusalem was considered the capital city of the nation. Thus
it is fitting to think of Zion as representing the spiritual phase
of the messianic kingdom, and Jerusalem as a whole the earthl y
phase .

	

. .
The point of chief interest to us is that all nations shall flow

unto it . And many people shall say, "Come ye, and let us go u p
to the mountain of the Lord," for eventually Christ's kingdom
will indeed be a world government . The prophecy states that
the Lord shall "rebuke" many people, and shall "judge" among
the nations . This indicates that Christ's kingdom will be muc h
more than a righteous influence in the earth ; that it will exer-
cise authority and power effectively . As a result of its rulership
the nations will beat their swords into plowshares, and their
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spears into pruninghooks, and shall learn war no more .
During the past six thousand years Satan has been the great

taskmaster of the human race, and has governed by the evil
principle of selfishness. With the establishment of the new king-
dom this order of things will be reversed, for love will be en-
couraged and rewarded instead of selfishness . This change from
selfishness to love will not come suddenly . The prophet suggest s
the gradual method by which the world will be instructed in the
law of love when he says that "when Thy judgments are in the
earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness . "
(Isa . 26 :9) So thorough will be the kingdom system of instruc-
tion in righteousness that the prophet tells us God's law will b e
written in the very hearts of the people .—Jer. 31:31-34

However, even a world filled with and motivated by love an d
good will instead of selfishness and ill will would not be a com-
pletely happy situation so long as sickness, suffering, and deat h
plagued humanity. But the Lord has also promised to abolis h
these evils . The reign of sin and death was ushered in by orig-
inal sin . Adam transgressed God's law, and was sentenced to
death, and his offspring, born in imperfection, were carried int o
death with him . But God still loved his erring human creatures ,
and sent his beloved Son to redeem them from death . (John 3:16)
Thus, while "the wages of sin is death, the gift of God is eterna l
life through Jesus Christ our Lord ."—Rom. 6:23

And this gift of life will be extended to the people throug h
the agencies of the two phases of the kingdom, spiritual an d
earthly. In another prophecy of this kingdom in which it i s
likened to a great "mountain," we read: "And in this mountain
shall the Lord of hosts make unto all people a feast of fat things ,
. . . of wines on the lees well refined . And he will destroy in
this mountain the face of the covering cast over all people, an d
the veil that is spread over all nations . He will swallow up deat h
in victory ; and the Lord God will wipe away tears from off al l
faces ; and the rebuke of his people shall he take away from off
all the earth : for the Lord hath spoken it . And it shall be said
in that day, Lo, this is our God ; we have waited for him, and he
will save us: this is the Lord ; we have waited for him, we wil l
be glad and rejoice in his salvation."—Isa. 25 :6-8

What more could we ask? No wonder such lifegiving blessing s
are described by Isaiah as a "feast" which the Lord will make
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unto all people. A feast indeed it will be, when "the desire of
all nations shall come." (Hag. 2:7) The "veil" mentioned in th e
prophecy which now is spread over all nations, symbolizes th e
blinding influences of Satan, who has deceived the whole world
and prevented the majority from seeing and knowing the tru e
God. (II Cor. 4:4) But at the beginning of the messianic kingdo m
Satan will be bound, and will no longer be able to deceive th e
people. (Rev. 20:1-3) Then the knowledge of the Lord will fill
the earth as the waters cover the sea .—Isa . 11 : 9

And, as Isaiah wrote, death is to be swallowed up in victory ,
and tears wiped away . In Revelation 21:4 we are assured that
"there shall be no more death ." The difficulty in the past ha s
been that we tried to apply all these glorious earthly promise s
to heavenly rewards, overlooking the fact that only a few—th e
genuine footstep followers of the Master during the present age
—are to have a heavenly reward, and that these will be associ-
ated with Jesus in his kingdom to dispense the blessings o f
earthly life to the remainder of the world of mankind. It is her e
on earth that death has reigned, and it is here, therefore, that
"there shall be no more death," for Christ will reign until eve n
death is destroyed .—I Cor. 15:25, 26; Rev. 20 :14

Let no one's faith be staggered by the immensity of the thing s
which God has promised to do for mankind . Remember that we
are now considering what the all-powerful Creator of the uni-
verse has promised to do. And not only has he promised t o
restore the sick to health, but these "restitution" blessings wil l
include the awakening of those who have fallen asleep in death .
It is this that is involved in the Bible's teaching of the resur-
rection .

The Bible pictures adamic death as being a sleep from which
all are to be awakened in the morning of the new day now dawn-
ing. Let us, then, rejoice in the inspiring prospect that is befor e
us. And may the vision of those joys to come enable us to bea r
patiently the trials of the present . The reign of sin and death
has been a long , and weary one for the world as a whole, yet for
each individual the time goes quickly by. If we can realize that
the wise and loving Creator has allowed the reign of evil for the
very purpose of enhancing our appreciation of him and his laws ,
it will help us patiently to wait for, and continue to pray for,
the full ushering in of the new day .
8
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"Children of the Day"
IT IS a wonderful privilege to know about God's loving pro -

visions for the sin-sick and dying world, and to be assured that
the kingdom of Christ, which will dispense the promised bless-
ings to the people, is soon to manifest itself . Those who are thus
enlightened are referred to by Paul as "the children of light, an d
the children of the day." (I Thess . 5:5) As children of the day
we should walk as such, even though darkness still covers th e
earth. (Isa . 60:2) We should even now be living as nearly a s
possible in harmony with the righteous laws of God which will
eventually become effective the world over .

Basically God's laws encourage love and helpfulness . What
should hinder any of us, even now, from making a sincere effort
actually to love our neighbors as ourselves? And there are so
many ways of doing good to others—ways that are within reac h
of all of us. It doesn't cost money to give a smile, a word of
cheer, or otherwise to share with others the joy that should b e
in our own hearts. To the extent that we know of the love of God
as it is revealed in his Word, we should be glad to tell other s
about it . There is no better way to comfort distressed heart s
than to tell them the glad message concerning the messiani c
kingdom soon to be established .

Yes, it is a glorious privilege to tell the whole world thes e
blessed tidings as we have, and can make, opportunities . When
we note the fearfulness of our friends and neighbors as they
look forward to the things coming on the earth, let us be quic k
to heed the instructions of the Lord bidding us to "say to them
that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not : behold your God
will come with vengeance, even God with a recompense ; He will
come and save you ."—Isa . 35 :4

There is nothing better we can do at the present time to show
our appreciation to God for the hope of the kingdom which h e
has given us through his Word than to make it known to others .
We cannot stop the mad rush of a selfish world toward the prec-
ipice of sure destruction, but we can tell as many as will listen
that God is soon to establish a new world. Thus we can be am-
bassadors of the new kingdom, and from the vantage point of
faith in the sure fulfilment of the promises of God, take our
place beside those described by the prophet, who are saying unto
Zion, "Thy God reigneth!"—Isa . 52 :7; 61:1-3
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THE BIBLE ANSWERS TV SCHEDULE

ALABAM A

Decatur

	

WMSL-TV
Sundays, (Time and channel to b e
announced . )

Montgomery

	

WCOV-TV Channel 20
Saturdays, 12 :30 p .m.

ALASKA

Anchorage

	

KTVA Channel 1 1
(Time and day to be announced . )

Fairbanks

	

KTVF Channel 1 1
(Time and day to be announced . )

ARKANSAS
El Dorado

	

KTVE-TV

	

Channel 1 0
Sundays, (Time to be announced . )

AUSTRALIA

Perth

	

TVW Sunday, July 7, August

11, September 1 5

CALIFORNIA

Salinas

	

KSBW-TV Channel

	

8
Sundays, 9 :30 a .m .

San Luis Obispo KSBY-TV Channel

	

6
Sundays, 9 :30 a .m .

COLORAD O

Denver

	

KTVR Channel

	

2
Sundays, 2 :30 p .m .

FLORID A

Palm Beach

	

WPTV
Sundays, (Time to be announced .)

INDIAN A

Lafayette

	

WFAM-TV Channel 1 8
Sundays, 11 :00 a .m .

Fort Wayne

	

WANE-TV Channel 1 5
Sundays, 12 :30 p. m .

Marion

	

WTAF-T V
Sundays, 2 :30 p .m .

Muncie

	

WLBC-TV Channel 49
Sundays, 12 :30 p.m .

KANSAS

Wichita

	

KAKE-TV Channel 1 0
Sundays, 11 :00 a .m .

KENTUCKY

Louisville

	

WLKY-TV Channel 3 2
Sundays, 9 :00 a .m .

LOUISIAN A

Lafayette

	

KATC-TV
Sundays, (Time and channel to b e
announced . )

Monroe

	

KLSE-T V
Sunrays, (Time to be announced . )

MANITOB A

Thompson

	

CESM-TV
Sundays, 5 :30 p .m .

MICHIGA N

Grand Rapids WOOD-TV Channel 8
Sundays, 10 :00 a .m .

MINNESOT A

Alexandria

	

KCMT-TV Channel

	

7
Alternate Sundays, 10 :00 a .m .

MISSISSIPP I

Laurel

	

WDAM-TV
Sundays, 10 :00 a .m .

Meridian

	

WTOK-TV Channel 1 1
Sundays, 10 :30 a .m .



TV BROADCAS T

MISSOUR I

Kansas Cty

	

WDAF-TV Channel 4

Sundays, 10 :30 a .m .
St . Joseph

	

KFEQ Channel

	

2
Saturdays, 5 :00 p.m .

NEVAD A

Las Vegas

	

KORK-TV
Sundays, (Time and channel to be
announced . )

NEW YORK

Binghamton

	

WBJA-TV
Sundays, (Time to be announced .)

Buffalo

	

WKBW-TV Channel 7
Sundays, 8 :30 a .m .

Rochester

	

WROC-TV Channel 8

Sundays, 9 :00 a .m .

OHI O

Cleveland

	

WEWS-TV Channel

	

5

Saturdays, 8 :30 a .m .

Zanesville

	

WHIZ-TV Channel 1 8

Sundays, 9 :30 a .m .

OKLAHOMA

Oklahoma City KOCO-TV Channel 5

Sundays, 9 :00 are .

ONTARI O

Peterborough

	

CHEX-TV
Sundays, 12 :00 noon .

OREGO N

Medford

	

KMED-T V
Sundays, (Time to be announced.)

PENNSYLVANI A

Pittsburgh

	

WTAE-TV Channel

	

4

Sundays, 9 :30 a .m .

PUERTO RICO

San Jaun

	

WAPA-TV S
Saturdays, (Time to be announced)

SOUTH CAROLIN A

Columbia

	

WCCA-TV
Sundays, (Time to be announced . )

TEXA S

El Paso

	

KELP-TV Channel 1 3
Sundays, 12 :00 noon .

San Antonio

	

KWEK-TV Channel 4
Sundays, 12 :00 noo n

Temple

	

KCEN-TV Channel 6
Sundays, 11 :00 a .m .

UTA H

Salt Lake City

	

KUTV Channel

	

2
Sundays, 11 :00 a .m .

VIRGINIA

Bristol

	

WCYB-TV Channel

	

5
Sundays, 12 :00 noon .

WASHINGTON

Seattle

	

KIRO-TV Channel

	

7
Sundays, 9 :00 p .m .

Tacoma

	

KTVW-TV Channel 1 3
Sundays, 7 :30 p .m .

WEST VIRGINI A

Oakhill

	

WOAY-TV Channel 4
Sundays, 7 :30 p.m .

WISCONSI N

Milwaukee

	

WITI-TV Channel

	

6
Sundays, 8 :30 a .m .



.
. ranks and erneit

f
BSC EDULE

SCHEDULE
SUNDAYS UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED

ALABAMA
Decatur WMSL 1400 10 :05 a .m.

INDIAN A
Gary-Hammond WJOB 1230 8 :30 a .m .

Haleyville WJBB 1230 10 :05 a .m. Muncie WLBC 1340 8:45 a .m .

ARIZONA
Phoenix 8 :30 a .m.

IOWA
Clinton KROS 1340 7:15 p .m .KUEQ

	

740

Prescott KYCA 1490 10 :05 a .m. KANSAS
Globe KIKO 1340 10 :05 a .m. Goodland KLOE

	

730 12 :45 p .m .

ARKANSAS

Jonesboro KBTM 12:30 10 :05 a .m.
KENTUCKY
Bowling Green WLBJ 1410 12 :05 p .m .

CALIFORNIA Louisville WAVE 970 8 :15 a .m .
Newport WNOP 740 9 :00 a .m .

Chico KPAY 1060 10 :30 a .m.

El Centro KICO 1490 10 :30 a .m .
Winchester WWKY 1380 10 :30 a .m .

Los Angeles
Los Angeles

XERB 1090 9 :45 a .m .
KBCA (fm) 105 .1 9 :00 a.m .

MAIN E
Bangor WABI

	

910 12 :00 noo n

Marysvill e
Napa

KMYC 1410 10 :30 a .m .
KVON 1440 10 :30 a .m .

MASSACHUSETTS
1470 12 :05 p .m .Marlboro

	

WSR O
Redding KVCV

	

600

	

7:45 a .m . New Bedford

	

WBSM 1420 11 :00 p .m .
San

	

Diego XERB 1090

	

8 :30 p .m . Orange

	

WCAT 1390

	

9 :15 a .m .
San Francisco KGO

	

810

	

2 :00 p.m .
Tulare-Visalia KCOK 1270 10:30 a .m . MICHIGA N

Detroit

	

CKLW 800 7 :15 a .m.COLORADO
Fort Collins KZIX

	

600 10 :05 a .m . Grand Rapids

	

WMAX 1490

	

9 :00 a .m .

Pueblo KDZA 1230 10 :05 a .m . Saginaw
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TOPICAL BIBLE STUDY

THE PEOPLE IN GOD'S PLAN
LESSON XXV

The Twelue Apostles of the Lam b
PART 2

The Apostle Joh n

PRIOR to his call to disciple-
ship the Apostle John was a

fisherman, in business with his
father, Zebedee, and his brother
James .' John is often referred to
by students of the Bible as th e
apostle of love. But this does not
imply that he was weak, yielding,
or effeminate, but he was so call-
ed because he grew into the like-
ness of Jesus, whom he loved
dearly . The Scriptures indicate
that by nature John, and also hi s
brother James, were sturdy, an d
aggressive in their ministry, being
referred to as "Boanerges," mean-
ing "sons of thunder." 2

John, as we shall see, was used
much by the Lord in the ministry
of the truth and the service o f
the brethren after Pentecost, but
the Gospel accounts of the lif e
and ministry of Jesus do not con-
tain much that John said and did
during the time Jesus was with
his apostles in the flesh . However,

there are indications that he wa s
especially loved by Jesus .' To-
gether with Peter and James ,
John was, on certain special oc-
casions, with Jesus when the oth-
ers were not present . "

Jesus revealed his love for Joh n
and his confidence in him when,
as he hung dying on the cross, he
committed his mother to hi s
care . 5 Upon receiving the report
from Mary Magdalene that the
body of Jesus was no longer in
the sepulchre, John outran Peter
to reach the tomb . 6 This inciden t
serves to give us a little insight
into the earnestness and zeal of
the Apostle John. It is through
the writings of this loving serv-
ant of the Lord that we get a
more comprehensive understand-
ing of the manner in which he
was used by the Lord in the out-
working of his plan .

John's Gospel

THE Bible gives us four ac -
counts of the life and ministry of
Jesus, and the last of these wa s
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written by the Apostle John.
John's record is in complete har-
mony with the other three, al-
though he omits much that is con-
tained in the other Gospels and
records many items of interest
omitted by Matthew, Mark, and
Luke. Thus the Lord overruled i n
the work of these four servants
to give us a more complete ac -
count of the Master's life and
teachings than otherwise would
have been available.

In the 1st chapter of John's
Gospel we are furnished with cer-
tain details concerning the prehu-
man existence of Jesus which th e
other historians did not mention
at all .' The clarity of John's pres-
entation of this truth is ob-
scured by most English transla-
tions because they fail to sho w
the difference set forth in the
Greek text between the "Word"
of God that was made flesh, an d
the Creator himself. The "Word"
or Logos, as it is in the Greek
text, is declared by John to be
"a" god, or mighty one, while the
great God of the universe is re-
ferred to as "the" God.'

John recorded Jesus' first mir-
acle, which was turning water
into wine at the marriage in Can a
of Galilee.' John explains that in
this "beginning of miracles" Jesu s
"manifested forth his glory," or,
stated otherwise, revealed th e
glory of his kingdom in advance.

It was John who recorded the
facts concerning the miracle of

awakening Lazarus from the sleep
of death, and the circumstances
leading up to it .' In this account
we are reminded that from the
divine standpoint the dead are
asleep, and will be awakened in
the morning of the resurrection.

John reported in greater detai l
than Matthew, Mark, and Luke
what Jesus said to the apostles in
the "upper room" the night be-
fore he was crucified, includin g
his wonderful closing prayer. 1O It
is in this report that we find those
comforting words, "Let not your
heart be troubled" ; "I go and pre-
pare a place for you" ; "I will
come again, and receive you unto
myself; that where I am, there ye
may be also" ; "If ye love me ,
keep my commandments" ; "I will
not leave you comfortless [mar -
gin, or, orphans] : I will come to
you"; "He that loveth me shall
be loved of my Father, and I will
love him" ; "Peace I leave wit h
you, my peace I give unto you" ;
"Herein is my Father glorified ,
that ye bear much fruit" ; "As the
Father hath loved me, so have I
loved you" ; "These things have I
spoken unto you, that my joy
might remain in you, and that
your joy might be full" ; and, "In
the world ye shall have tribula-
tion: but be of good cheer ; I have
overcome the world . "

John records in considerable
detail the arrest, trial, and cruci-
fixion of Jesus. In recording
some of the appearances of Jesus

BIBLE STUDY

	

15



after his resurrection he men-
tions in particular the Master's
demonstration to Thomas, who
had said that he would not be-
lieve that Jesus had been raised
from the dead unless he could
see the nail prints in his hand,
and the spear wound in his side.
Jesus demonstrated these to doubt-
ing Thomas . However, John rec-
ognized that this was merely a
sign produced miraculously b y
Jesus, that Thomas and the others
did not actually see Jesus, as he
then was a spirit being." In read-
ing this record we should remem-
ber that it was written after Pen-
tecost, when the Apostle John
was enlightened by the Holy Spir-
it, and would know that Jesus
had given his flesh for the life of
the world, and therefore no long-
er possessed a human body.' =
John testified that he did not
know what Jesus looked like, an d
would not know until we see him
as he is, this being possible be -
cause then we shall be like him.' 3

It was John who gave us the ac -
count of Jesus' appearance to hi s
apostles on the shore of Galilee,
where he had prepared breakfast
for them. It was here that Peter,
after affirming his love for Jesu s
was given that wonderful com-
mission, "Feed my sheep"' •

John's Epistles

The Apostle John wrote three
epistles . In the opening verses of
his first epistle he speaks of his
16

experience of being with Jesus i n
the flesh, and explains that it i s
upon the basis of Jesus' teachings
that we now have fellowship with
the Father and with the Son. It i s
this fellowship of consecrated be-
lievers that gives them fulnes s
of joy . ' 6

John was deeply impressed by
Jesus' reference to the "new com-
mandment" which he gave t o
them, and in his epistle refers to
this, explaining that if we have
hate instead of love in our hearts
for our brethren we are still in
darkness, but that he who loveth
his brother abideth in the light . 1 6

Having recorded in his Gospel
the fact of Jesus' prehuman exist-
ence as the "Word," or Logos o f
God, and that the Logos was
made flesh, in his epistle he ex-
plains that belief in this great
truth is the true basis of fellow -
ship ." This is an important point :
first, that the Logos was the Son
of God, not God himself : and that
he was actually made flesh, not
that he was merely incarnate i n
a body of flesh.

John was much impressed by
all the teachings of Jesus, includ-
ing what he had said concernin g
prayer. So in his epistle he men-
tions the confidence he had, and
which all true Christians shoul d
possess, that anything we ask th e
Father which is according to th e
divine will is sure to receive a fa-
vorable answer.' 8
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John's second epistle is ad -
dressed to "the elect lady an d
her children ."" There is no sure
knowledge as to just who thi s
"elect lady" may have been, al-
though various conjectures have
been suggested . On the cross Je-
sus committed his mother Mar y
to John's care, appointing him, a s
it were, a sort of foster father .
The suggestion has been made ,
among others, that possibly the
"elect lady" was Mary, John us-
ing this method of address to a-
void keeping Mary's name too
prominently before the brethren .

In the epistle John reveals his
great concern for the spiritual
welfare of "the elect lady" by ad-
vising her not to receive into he r
home certain ones whom he re-
fers to as deceivers because the y
denied that Jesus had come in
the flesh. R ° Here again John re-
veals the great importance of the
truth which he set forth in the
opening chapter of his Gospel.
While John was a loving charac-
ter, when the need arose he was
ready and willing to stand for th e
truth in a firm manner, and to
encourage others to do the same .

In John's third epistle we have
another example of his readiness
to condemn evildoers . He compli-
ments Gaius, to whom the lette r
is addressed, for his faithfulness ,
and speaks out against Diotrephes ,
who, he explains, "loveth to hav e
the pre-eminence."" John had

written the church which appar-
ently both Gaius and Diotrephes
were attending, seemingly to sug-
gest that he visit the congrega-
tion; but Diotrephes declined th e
proposed visit, on the grounds
that it might take away some of
the prominence he was seeking to
maintain among the brethren.
John recognized that this was con-
trary to the spirit of Jesus' in-
structions, "One is your Master,
even Christ ; and all ye are breth-
ren."'

The Revelation

The Book of Revelation, which
is the last book in the Bible, was
written by the Apostle John, and
based upon visions given to hi m
by the Lord while a prisoner o n
the Isle of Patmos. The Greek
title is Apocalypse. In the open-
ing verse of the book, John ex -
plains that what he was about to
write had been "signified" t o
him." The Greek word here
translated signified really mean s
"told in signs ." This indicate s
that the important lessons of thi s
last book of the Bible are se t
forth in sign language, or sym-
bolisms . With few exceptions,
however, the symbolisms em-
ployed appear in other books of
the Bible, hence it is not too dif-
ficult to understand the impor-
tant lessons this language is de -
signed to convey to us, as this
sums up and brings to a climax
many of the important themes of
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the Bible which can be trace d
throughout the Old and New
Testaments.

The messianic theme is prom-
inent throughout the entire Bi-
ble . The Messiah, the world's De-
liverer from sin and death, is re-
ferred to among other titles, a s
"the seed . "24 In the New Tes-
tament this promised "Seed" i s
declared to be Jesus and hi s
faithful followers . 2 5

The followers of Jesus consti-
tute his church, and this churc h
of Christ is symbolized in Reve-
lation as "seven churches," seve n
being a symbol of complete-
ness . 26 While each of these sev-
en symbolic churches is said t o
be located in Asia Minor, it is
reasonable to believe that they
are intended to be symbolic of
the entire church of Christ as i t
has existed in the earth since its
beginning at Pentecost . The
Lord's promises to these churches
are inspiring . 2 7

Throughout the Bible the es-
tablishment of Christ's kingdo m
is shown to occur following the
second coming of Christ, so the
Lord used John to remind his
people that Jesus would come
again, and that his coming would
first result in much trouble and
distress for the world, as sym-
bolized by "clouds . "26 This trou-
ble is necessary in order to de-
stroy Satan's social order, and t o
prepare the people for the bless -

D8

ings of Messiah's kingdom .

The thought of the "time o f
trouble" which is precipitated b y
the return of Christ is enlarged
upon by John in a statement in
which he says that the nations
become "angry," and that divine
wrath, or judgment, would come
upon them . 19 John explains that
this will be a time for the judg-
ment of the dead world of man-
kind; and a time for all the serv-
ants of God of preceding ages ,
such as the prophets, and th e
saints of the Gospel Age to be
rewarded. Thus in one vers e
John sums up the work of the
entire thousand-year reign o f
Christ .

The Scriptures teach that the
faithful followers of Jesus will
share in the work of Messiah' s
kingdom, so John points out that
in order to do this they are re-
stored to life in the "first resur-
rection," and exalted to live and
reign with Christ.3O

In the prophecy of Isaiah, and
in Peter's second letter, the mes-
sianic kingdom arrangements ar e
described in symbol as a "`new
heavens and a new earth." 71 In
one of the visions given to John
on the Isle of Patmos he sees the
promised "new heavens and a
new earth ."32 John sees that in
this new kingdom sickness an d
death are destroyed . 33

One of the symbols used i n
the Old Testament with respect
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to the Redeemer of the world i s
the "Lamb ." There was the slay-
ing of the passover lamb which
led to the deliverance of Israel' s
firstborn from death, followed
by the deliverance of the whole
nation from bondage. Later the
Prophet Isaiah referred to Jesu s
as a lamb that would be led t o
the slaughter. 34 When John th e
Baptist introduced Jesus he re-
ferred to him as "the Lamb o f
God" who would take away th e
sin of the world . 3 5

This "lamb" symbolism ap-
pears prominently in the Book
of Revelation written by th e
Apostle John. The Lamb is pic-
tured as the One found worthy
to open the book of divine reve-
lation .36 Mount Zion is one of
the symbols of the spiritual
phase of the messianic kingdo m
used in the Bible, and John saw
the symbolic "Lamb" stand o n
"Mount Zion." 37 A "throne" is
used in the Book of Revelatio n
to picture the ruling authority
and power of the kingdom, an d
it is referred to as "the throne of
God and of the Lamb." 38 Flowing
out from this throne is the river
of life, with lifegiving trees on
on either side, and the people
are invited to partake of th e
water of life freely. 3 9

A city is also used to symbolize
Christ's kingdom, and in the
Book of Revelation our attention
is called to an "unholy city," a s
well as the holy city . 4° Briefly,

the unholy city is the apostate
church which endeavors to rule
over the nations without waitin g
for the return of Christ . This i s
described as harlotry, and we are
informed that the nations would
be made drunk with the wine o f
her fornication.4' One of the
ingredients in this intoxicatin g
wine is the doctrine of the union
of church and state .

The Lord's true people are
called to come out of this unholy
organization in order not to re-
ceive of the plagues which com e
upon her in the great "time o f
trouble" which destroys the king-
doms of this world in preparatio n
for Messiah's true kingdom, th e
holy city. 4 R

The holy city is not a humanly
constituted government . It comes
down from God out of heaven . 4 3
It is prepared as a "bride adorn-
ed for her husband," and th e
bride here referred to is the tru e
church of Christ, described as the
"Lamb's wife ."44 Thus again the
Apostle John is used by the
Lord to remind us that if we are
faithful in following in the foot -
steps of Jesus—even unto deat h
—we will have the privilege of
participating with him in be-
stowing upon the world of man -
kind all those rich blessings of
health, peace, joy, and life
which have been foretold by the
mouth of all God's holy prophet s
since the world began . We re-
joice that in this closing book of
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the Bible these basic features of
the divine plan of salvation are
so definitely and beautifully re -

QUESTIONS

What was the Apostle John's vo-
cation before he was called to b e
an apostle of Jesus Christ? Why is
he often referred to as the "apos-
tle of love"? Why is the name Bo-
anerges applied to John ?

How much do we know about
John's ministry prior to Pentecost ?

How did Jesus reveal his confi-
dence in John while dying on the
cross?

How do we obtain a more com-
prehensive understanding of John
and his ministry ?

What is one reason John's Gos-
pel is of special value to the Lord's
people ?

What great truth is brought to
our attention in the opening chap -
ter of John's Gospel? In this chap -
ter, how is the true distinction be-
tween the Father and the So n
clearly pointed out?

What was the first miracle per-
formed by Jesus, and what lesson
did John draw from this ?

What great lesson can we draw
from John's account of the awak-
ening of Lazarus from the sleep o f
death ?

What were some of the comfort-
ing thoughts presented by Jesus i n
the "upper room" as recorded by
the Apostle John?

What important point is men-
tioned by John in his account of
doubting Thomas and the nail
wounds in Jesus' hands ?

How did John in his writing re -
veal that the resurrected Jesus is
no longer a human, as he was dur-

20

iterated; and this was one of th e
great services for which the
Lord used the Apostle John .

ing his earthly ministry?
Relate John's account of Jesus '

appearance to the apostles on th e
shore of Galilee, and his commis-
sion to Peter.

What is the principal truth set
forth in the opening verses o f
John's first epistle ?

What did John mention as one
of the results of loving the breth-
ren?

According to the Apostle John
what is one of the basic tests o f
true discipI,eship and fellowship ?

Upon what condition may we
have confidence that the Lord wil l
answer our prayers ?

Do we have any certain knowl-
edge as to the identity of the "elect
lady" to whom John's second epis-
tle is addressed?

What counsel did John give to
the "elect lady," and what trait of
character does this reveal ?

To whom was John's third epis-
tle addressed, and what importan t
trait of Christian character is high -
lighted in this letter ?

What is meant by the word "sig-
nified" as used in the first vers e
of Revelation, written by John?
What is indicated by this?

Does the Book of Revelation con-
tain any basic truths of the divine
plan not previously set forth in the
Bible ?

What is one of the important
themes of the Bible ?

What counsel did John give t o
one of the terms or titles associ-
ated with it?
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What is symbolized by the seven
churches mentioned in the 2nd an d
3rd chapters of the Book of Reve-
lation? What are some of the prom-
ises made to the faithful overcom-
ers in these churches?

How is the prophetic time o f
trouble symbolized in the openin g
chapter of Revelation?

In the 11th chapter of Revela-
tion, how does John enlarge upon
the idea of trouble which precedes
the full establishment of the king-
dom ?

How will it be possible for the
faithful followers of Jesus of the
entire Gospel Age to live and to
reign with Christ?

What is one of the symbolism s
of the messianic kingdom arrange-
ments mentioned by Isaiah an d
Peter, and again by John in Reve-

SC RI PTURAL PROOF
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lation?
What is one of the symbols use d

in the Old Testament, and by John
the Bapbist, concerning the Re-
deemer ?

Relate some of the instances in
the Book of Revelation in which
this symbolism is used, and ex-
plain.

In the Bible, what is symbolized
by a "city"? Explain how this sym-
bol is used in Revelation with re-
spect to the "holy city," and an
unholy city, called Babylon.

What call goes forth to th e
Lord's people with respect to th e
unholy city ?

Is the holy city a humanly con-
stituted government?

Who is the "bride," the "Lamb's
wife"? What will be the future
work of the "bride" ?

"Gal . 3 :8,16,27-2 9
26Rev. 1:20 and ch's 2, 3
"Rev. 2 :10,26, 27 ; 3 :2 1
"Rev. 1 : 7
"Rev. 11 :17,1 8
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"Rev. 21 : 1
"Rev. 21 : 4
30 1sa . 53 : 7
"John 1 :29
"Rev. 5 :5-7
37Rev. 14 : 1
"Rev. 22 : 1
"Rev. 22:1, 2,17
"Rev. 14 :8 ; 16 :19 ; 18 :1- 4
"Rev. 17 : 2
"Rev. 18 : 4
53Rev . 21 :2 ; John 18 :3 6
""Rev . 19:7 ; 21 :9,1 0
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"The Atonement Between God and
Men," page 85 to top of page 8 8
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	ICHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINEI

The Church of the Living Go d

"The church of the living God, the pillar and groun d
of the truth."—1 Timothy 3 :1 5

T HE word "church" which is used in the New Testament is a
translation of the Greek word ekklesia, meaning "a callin g

out," or "a called-out people ." Jesus said, "I have chosen you ou t
of the world ." (John 15:19) Thus the very meaning of the word
church precludes the erroneous idea that the Lord is trying t o
get as many people into his church as possible, or, in othe r
words, to convert the world and make church members of every -
one .

The Apostle James, speaking at the Jerusalem Council, sai d
that God visited the Gentiles "to take out of them a people fo r
his name." (Acts 15 :14) Here, again, the calling out of a fe w
from the great mass of mankind is emphasized . In this instance
God's called-out ones are referred to as a "people for his name, "
meaning that they are made members of his family ; that they
become his children in a very special sense. The Apostle John
saw this company with "the Lamb" on symbolic mount Sion, and
he tells us that they had the name of the Lamb's Father writte n
in their foreheads .—Rev . 14 : 1

While this called-out people are now Spirit-begotten sons o f
God, they are called to a higher plane of life, to which, if the y
are faithful unto death, they will attain in the resurrection . John
wrote, "Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth no t
yet appear what we shall be : but we know, that when he shall
appear, we shall be like him [Jesus] ; for we shall see him as he
is ." (I John 3 :2, 3) Doubtless John remembered the promise Jesu s
made to his disciples in the "upper room" the night before h e
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was crucified, when he said that he was going to prepare a plac e
for them, and that he would come again and receive them unt o
himself; that where he was, there they might be also .—John
14 :2, 3

While it does not yet appear to the prospective members o f
God's highly exalted and glorified church just what they will b e
like in the resurrection, the Scriptures reveal that it will be a
high position of glory and honor. —Paul uses the expression ,
"Glory and honor and immortality ." (Rom. 2:7) Peter wrote that
there are given unto us "exceeding great and precious promises, "
that by the influence of these in our lives we might attain unt o
"the divine nature ."—II Pet. 1 : 4

Precious to God

THIS people called out from the world and made members of
the royal family of God are very precious to him . They are re-
ferred to as "a peculiar people, zealous of good works ." The
Greek word here translated "peculiar" means special, or extra-
ordinary. They are indeed very special to the Lord, his jewels ,
making up a royal diadem in his hand .—Mal. 3 :17; Isa . 62 : 3

Many and meaningful are the appellations used in the Scrip-
tures to describe the precious relationship which exists between
the Heavenly Father, his beloved Son, and the members of th e
church, which is his body. (Col . 1 :18) They are, as we have seen,
the children, or sons of God . (Rom. 8:16, 18) What a loving and
tender association this suggests! A proper father loves and cares
for his children. He is solicitous for their every need . He is sym-
pathetic with their weaknesses, yet disciplines them when th e
need arises .

So it is with our Heavenly Father toward his Spirit-begotte n
children, He loves them dearly, and knows their every need
better than they do themselves, and will supply those needs i n
keeping with the abundance of his grace . He knows our weak-
nesses also, and remembers that we are dust, members by na-
ture of a fallen and dying race ; so he has provided a robe of
righteousness to cover our unwilling imperfections, that h e
might deal with us according to the good intentions of our hearts .
(Ps . 103 :14 ; Isa . 61 :10) Certainly this is a loving provision of hi s
grace, and we can surely depend upon it, although we shoul d
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not presume upon it . In his abounding love our Heavenly Father
will also discipline his children for any waywardness they ma y
display which could be avoided if they were more zealous in the
doing of his will .

For a Purpose
WE ARE not called by God out of the world and begotten by

his Holy Spirit merely in order that we might be saved fro m
death. There is a purpose behind this calling. His children are
made heirs—"heirs of God," Paul wrote, " and joint-heirs wit h
Christ ." (Rom. 8:17) Of what does this heirship consist? I n
Romans 5 :1, 2 Paul speaks of those who have been justified b y
faith, and who enjoy peace with God, as rejoicing "in hope o f
the glory of God." This suggests that we are heirs of God's glory ,
and will, in the resurrection, enter into that glory even as Jesu s
did when he ascended on high and sat down at the right hand o f
God .

The glory of God is something quite beyond our finite com-
prehension . There are some practical aspects of it, however ,
which we can understand in a measure . He has promised to re-
establish his rulership throughout the earth by bringing about
a reconciliation of rebellious man to himself . This is to be ac-
complished through the agencies of Christ's kingdom, and we
are promised that if faithful we will be associated with Jesus i n
the rulership of that kingdom . This is, then, a part of what it
means to be heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Jesus Christ . If
faithful, God will use us in the outworking of his grand design .

In the category of God's servants, still other illustrations ar e
used in the Bible to help us grasp what it means to be called of
God. In I Peter 2 :5, 9 the apostle speaks of these called-out one s
as priests, together constituting a priesthood. This terminology
takes our minds back to God's dealings with typical Israel, when
they had a tabernacle and a priesthood . The work of the priests
during that age was to offer sacrifice, and upon the basis of the
sacrifices offered extend the blessings of God to the people .

So Peter explains that we are a priesthood to offer sacrifice .
Unlike the typical priests who offered animals as sacrifices, w e
offer ourselves . Thus we see that to be a part of God's called-out
people is costly from the standpoint of the flesh, for we are
urged to present our bodies living sacrifices . (Rom. 12:1) If faith-
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ful to these terms of our calling it will eventually cost us every -
thing we have, even life itself. But there is a compensation in
that, if faithful, we will receive a "crown of life."—Rev. 2 :1 0

Peter speaks of this priesthood as being a "royal" one . This
does not mean that at the present time we possess any degree
of royalty . It simply reminds us of the royal position to whic h
we are called, for the priestly office of God's called-out ones will
continue throughout the Millennium, as typified by Melchisedek ,
who was a priest upon his throne . The blessings made availabl e
by the "better sacrifices" of this age will be dispensed by thos e
who are now sacrificing priests, but who then will be living an d
reigning with Christ .—Heb. 9 :23; Rev. 20 : 6

Peter also speaks of the church as being a "holy nation," an d
a "chosen generation." (I Pet . 2:9) God called the natural de-
scendants of Abraham to be his holy nation, but they did not
meet the qualifications . This was God's original "chosen gener-
ation:" Jesus said that because of their unfaithfulness the king-
dom would be taken from them and given to a nation which
would bring forth the necessary fruits of righteousness . (Matt .
21 :43) It is this new nation that Peter identifies as being God' s
called-out ones of the Gospel Age . This new nation is not made
up of the descendants of any one person or family, but of in-
dividuals of all nations who respond to the call of the Gospe l
and through full consecration, become Spirit-begotten sons o f
God.

These heirs of God, his chosen people, are strangers and pil-
grims in the world. (I Pet . 2 :11) They are setting their affection s
or minds, on things above, not on things of the earth . (Col. 3 :1-3 )
The valuable things of the world, her gold and her treasures ,
are of no interest to these who, as holy brethren of Christ, hav e
been made partakers of the heavenly calling . (Heb. 3 :1) Thei r
goal is Christ, and Christ alone, for they have been made joint -
heirs with him of the glory of God . The world does not under -
stand us, but that is of little concern, since we know that ou r
Heavenly Father loves and cares . (John 16 :27; I Pet. 5:7) His
fellowship, the fellowship of his Son Christ Jesus, and of th e
members of his body, more than compensate for our loss of fel-
lowship in the world .
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Brethren of Christ

IN HEBREWS 2 :11 Paul tells us that Christ is not ashamed
to call the body members of his church his brethren . From one
standpoint Jesus could justifiably be ashamed of these, for they
are all so imperfect, fallen so far from the standard of perfec t
righteousness. There is none of Adam's race that is not fallen
and sinful . Some are more noble than others, but even so, not
many of these have been called, but chiefly the "poor," and th e
"base" things of the world . (I Cor . 26-29; James 2 :5) Yet we have
the assurance that Christ is not ashamed of us . That is becaus e
he sees us as his Heavenly Father does, as being covered by th e
robe of his own righteousness . How encouraging it is to know
that our highly exalted elder brother is not ashamed of us !

Instead of being ashamed, Jesus looks upon us as being "hol y
brethren" who are "partakers of the heavenly calling ." (Heb .
3:1) As brethren we have a responsibility toward each other .
The fact that we are partakers of a heavenly calling means that
we have turned our backs upon the world and its interests and ,
so far as fellowship on the human plane is concerned, are meas-
urably alone. But, as brethren, we have each other, and thi s
means that we should be on the alert to comfort and otherwis e
to assist our brethren whenever and wherever we can. John
wrote that we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren—
I John 3 :16

We believe that our Heavenly Father loves and cares for us .
We rejoice in the hope one day of partaking of his glory . We are
encouraged to know that our elder brother, Christ Jesus, is no t
ashamed of us ; but how do we feel about our brethren—all o f
them? God has called them, and loves them . They are heirs to
his glory, and joint-heirs with Jesus Christ . Are we as near an d
dear to one another here in the flesh as we should be? Or do w e
love and fellowship merely with those of our brethren whos e
ways we particularly appreciate, and look with indifference upo n
those who do not walk to our way of thinking? Let us not despis e
those whom the Lord is not ashamed to call his brethren, but let
us rather lay down our lives for them, especially our weake r
brethren, and not seek, in our service, merely to please our-
selves.
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Bride of Chris t

THE called-out ones from the world, who are chosen an d
prove faithful even unto death, will, together, constitute th e
"bride" of Christ . This illustration of our association with the
family of God suggests many important thoughts for consider-
ation . It does not apply to the church this side the veil excep t
from the standpoint of the anticipation which it engenders i n
our hearts. Paul speaks of certain brethren whom he had "es-
poused" as "a chaste virgin" to Christ . (II Cor . 11:2) If we ar e
ultimately to be part of the "bride" of Christ, we must remai n
as a "chaste virgin" in so far as our relationships to the worl d
are concerned . We must be all for Jesus, not part for self, or fo r
the world .

In Revelation 19:7 we read of the time when the marriage o f
the Lamb comes, and when his wife has made herself ready.
Here we are reminded that we are to be part of that "wife," and
that there is some making ready to be done . While this making
ready is from one standpoint an individual work, the text read s
that the "wife," that is, all the members involved, makes "her -
self" ready. This implies a co-operative work in which we assis t
one another, and this indeed is our great work in this life a s
new creatures in Christ Jesus.

It is in the work of making ready the "bride" that we lay down
our lives for the brethren . We are to comfort and encourag e
them, bearing with their infirmities and weaknesses . If we are
strong in the Lord we will the more easily bear with the infirm-
ities of the weak, rather than to please ourselves . (Rom. 15:1 )
If we pleased ourselves we might seek the company and fellow-
ship only of those who are compatible with us, while other breth-
ren within our reach might be neglected . But this is not the way
for the "bride" to make herself ready.

We lay down our lives for the brethren by contending for the
faith once delivered to the saints, for it is by the influence o f
this most holy faith in our lives that we are molded into the
character likeness of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ . The
truth of the divine plan is a reflection of the glorious character
of our Lord, and it is by the truth that we are sanctified and
made like him .—John 17 :17
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Needlework

IN PSALM 45 :13, 14 the "bride" of the Lamb is referred to a s
"the King's daughter," the King in this case being our Heavenl y
Father . This passage reads, "The King's daughter is all-gloriou s
within : her clothing is of wrought gold . She shall be brought
unto the King in raiment of needlework." The "wrought gold"
symbolizes the divine nature, and it is through the influence o f
the exceeding great and precious promises of the Word that w e
are prepared to receive this glorious inheritance .—II Pet . 1 : 4

But there is something to be added to our faith . Peter men-
tions a number of these qualities, such as virtue . knowledge ,
self-control (translated temperance), patience (cheerful endur-
ance, constancy), godliness (piety, reverence), and love. (vss . 5-7 )
Paul admonishes us to put on the fruits and graces of the Hol y
Spirit, such as love, joy, peace, faith, meekness, temperance
(self-control), and longsuffering . (Gal . 5:22, 23) The putting on
of all these lovely traits of character results in what the Psalmis t
refers to as fine needlework on the wrought-gold garment o f
the King's daughter, the "bride" of Christ .

The New Jerusalem

ONE of the "seven angels" who talked with John in his vision
on the Isle of Patmos said to the apostle, "Come hither, I wil l
show thee the bride, the Lamb's wife." (Rev. 21:9) John adds ,
"And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high moun-
tain, and showed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, de-
cending out of heaven from God ." (vs . 10) This is the New Jeru-
salem. It had "the glory of God : and her light was like unto a
stone most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal . "
—vs. 1 1

The glory of this "city," which is "the bride, the Lamb's wife,"
is quite beyond our finite minds to grasp in its fulness, even
though illustrated by all manner of precious stones, and gold .
(vss . 18-21) And this is part of the glorious hope set before u s
as the chosen of God, his church. The glory of God and of the
Lamb will be the light of that city, and we are rejoicing in th e
hope of partaking of this glory . (Rev . 21 :23 ; Rom. 5:2) It will be
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through the rulership of this city that the people of all nations
will be reconciled to God, and give glory to him .—vss . 24, 2 6

A New Creation

THE Apostle Paul wrote, "If any man be in Christ, he is a new
creature: old things are passed away ; behold, all things are be -
come new." (II Cor . 5 :17) This implies that the church as a whole ,
with Jesus as her Head, is a new creation . In the case of man,
he was created in the image of God, and then placed on trial t o
determine whether or not he would be obedient to divine law.
But this is not God's arrangement for his new creation, for, whe n
completed, each one of these will possess immortality, whic h
is indestructibility.

This means that their loyalty to God, and to his will, must b e
tested, and before they actually reach the divine plane . That i s
why we are given this new mind in a fleshly body. Note that the
apostle says that we ARE new creatures, not that we have been
given a new creature . The new creature, prior to exaltation in
the resurrection to the divine plane, consists of a human body
which has been given a new mind . This is the begotten condi-
tion, being prepared to be born of the Spirit .

As we know, there cannot be a creature of any kind with -
out a body . The body of the new creature while still in the flesh
is very imperfect, and not at all in sympathy with the new mind
which endeavors to control it . But this gives an excellent oppor-
tunity for the new mind to demonstrate how determined it is t o
do the Father's will . If it proves faithful in these adverse cir-
cumstances, it will certainly continue faithful when given it s
new, divine body . How wise indeed are the ways of God !

Paul wrote that it is those "in Christ" who are new creatures ;
that is, a part of God's new creation in preparation . What doe s
it mean to be "in Christ"? The reference is to being member s
of the body of Christ, which is his church . Christ is the Head,
and we have been baptized by one Spirit into one body in him ,
as members of his body . (Eph. 1:22, 23) This baptism, so far a s
our part in it is concerned, is the burial of our will into the wil l
of God as it is expressed through Jesus Christ our Head .—Rom .
6 :3-8 ; I Cor. 12, 1 3
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Thus we see that the test of faithfulness as new creatures is
for us to continue this burial of our wills, the daily submergin g
our minds into the perfect will of God. This is not somethin g
which we do merely at the beginning of our life of consecration ,
but is a daily subjugation of every fond ambition, of ever y
earthly hope, to the will of God in Christ ; and doing this in op-
position to the natural tendencies of our fallen flesh . This re-
quires constancy and determination, and it is only those wh o
are faithful unto death who will attain to the divine nature an d
receive the crown of life .—Rev. 2 :10

Called, Chosen, Faithfu l

IN REVELATION 17 :14 we are told of the victorious "Lor d
of lords, and King of kings," and of the fact that those who ar e
"with him are called, and chosen, and faithful ." We are called
by the truth, and invited to run for the prize of the high calling
of God in Christ Jesus . Accepting this invitation, and starting
out in the narrow way which leads to joint-rulership with Jesus ,
we become a part of God's "chosen generation," in a probation-
ary sense, that is . If we are to become permanently a part of hi s
chosen new creation we must prove faithful to the terms of our
calling.

Peter speaks of this as making our calling and election sure .
(II Pet . 1 :10) Peter urges us to give diligence in doing this . We
cannot be among God's faithful people in the kingdom, livin g
and reigning with Christ, in any other way but by giving "al l
diligence" in the doing of God's will . (II Pet . 1 :5) Specifically in
this context Peter is referring to the various traits of the Chris-
tian character which we must add to our faith . "If these thing s
be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither b e
barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesu s
Christ," Peter wrote .—vs . 8

The word "barren" in this verse is translated from a Greek
word meaning "idle." We cannot be idle Christians if we are to
make our calling and election sure . When Paul wrote that those
in the body of Christ, the church, are new creatures, he adde d
that these new creatures are the ambassadors of Christ, and
ministers of reconciliation. (II Cor. 5 :17-20) We have work to do ,
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and faithfulness in the doing of this work is the way in which
we make our calling and election sure .

There are many difficulties in the way. Satan is the powerful
enemy of every member of the church of God, and will do all he
can to oppose their progress in the narrow way . The world from
which they are called is also opposed to the dedicated life of th e
Christian . Our own flesh is likewise continually endeavoring t o
turn our minds away from doing the will of God .

But Jesus said, "Fear not, little flock ; for it is your Father' s
good pleasure to give you the kingdom." (Luke 12:32) This is the
Father's good pleasure for us . Is it the greatest joy of our lives
to do his will, despite all the difficulties involved? If so, and we
continue in this attitude of full surrender to him, we will even-
tually attain that glorious goal of "glory and honor and immor-
tality."—Rom. 2 : 7

Barnabas--Son of Consolation

A S OUR scene opens, we fin d
ourselves on the Isle of Cy-

prus. The story of Jesus of Naz-
areth had found its way to this is-
land, and there were many who
accepted the truths concerning
Jesus and his messiahship. One
of these was a man named Joses ,
by birth aJew of the tribe of Levi ,
but well acquainted with the Gen -
tiles, his neighbors and fellow
countrymen of Cyprus .

In process of time Joses move d
to Jerusalem and, being a man o f
means, he acquired some property .
A man of moral stature and gen-
erous of heart, he was active in
the affairs of the Early Church ,
lending a helping hand wherever
possible. When these early follow-
ers of Jesus pooled their resources
and lived together with all thing s
incommon,Joses sold his property
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and gave the proceeds to be used
for the good of his brethren .

His noble qualities of character
and his generosity were recog-
nized by all at Jerusalem, s o
much so that he was surname d
Barnabas, the son of consolation .
We read,"And Joses, who by the
apostles was surnamed Barnaba s
(which is being interpreted, The
son of consolation) a Levite, an d
of the country of Cyprus."—
Acts 4 :36, 3 7

Of good education, his learning
included an understanding of th e
Jewish Law. This helps us to se e
in him great reverence for God,
and perhaps it also helps us t o
know why he was able to under -
stand from the prophets, as wel l
as from the oral testimony of Je -

(Continued on page 34)
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TEN CENT BOOKLETS—12 for $1 .0 0

Israel in History and Prophecy—64
pages—Reveals the prophetic significance
of the present rebuilding of Palestine .

Christ's Thousand-Year Kingdom—64
pages—Shows that the reign of Christ
is for the blessing of "all the familie s
of the earth . "

Our Lord's Return—48 pages—Reveal s
manner and purpose of Christ's return .

A Royal Nation—Refutes the theory tha t
the "ten lost tribes of Israel" are th e
kingdom people of the Bible .

God and Reason—96 pages—An outlin e
of God's plan of salvation together wit h
an examination of many prophecies .

The Truth About Hell—64 pages—Exam-
ines every text containing the word hell .

The Grace of Jehovah—64 pages—Shows
the love of God in his provision of sal-
vation for Adam and his race .

Creation—112 pages—Examines the Gen-
esis account of creation .

Hope Beyond the Grave—96 pages—
Presents the teachings of the Bible con-
cerning the soul, spirit, heaven, hell, and

paradise .
God's Plan—48 pages—A brief outlin e
of the divine plan of salvation, illus-
trated by charts .

When a Man Dies—48 pages—Answers
the question, Where are the dead ?

FIVE CENT BOOKLETS—25 for $1 .00
These publications 32 pages.

Armageddon, Then World Peace—Dis-
cusses prophecies relating to our day,
showing the manner in which God's han d
is in the affairs of men .

Jesus, the World's Savior—A portrait o f
the character and work of Jesus .

The Light of the World—Identifies th e
true witnesses of Jehovah, and of Jesus.

The Church—Identifies the true church,
and explains how to become a member .

Born of the Spirit—Shows the differenc e
between Spirit begetting and Spirit birth .

What Can a Man Believe?—Calls atten-
tion to the testimony of all God's Hol y
prophets.

The Blood of Atonement—Shows tha t
there is no salvation outside of Christ .

The Day of Judgment—Presents hope fo r
the unsaved dead .

Reincarnation Versus Resurrection—Shows
that the dead will return in the resur-
rection, not as other people, but as
themselves, and will know one another.

Your Adversary the Devil—Answers th e
questions, Who is the Devil, and Wh o
created him?

Divine Healing—Gives assurance tha t
eventually all the sick will be healed.

Spiritualism—Answers the question, Ca n
the living talk with the dead ?

Peace Through Christ's Kingdom—Point s
out from the Bible the world's only hop e
of lasting peace .

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—An under-
standable presentation, and scriptural .

Does God Answer Prayer?—A comfortin g
and reassuring presentation .

Hope for a Fear-filled World—Reveals th e
"silver lining" to present dark "clouds ."



Informative and Devotiona l

GOD'S PROMISES COME TRU E

This is a book for children . It contain s
forty-eight Bible stories, with illustrations .
Among the stories are, "The First Ship-
builder;" "A King Who Ate Grass ;" an d
"The Most Important Baby." Clot h
bound, $2 .00 .

DAILY HEAVENLY MANNA

A devotional book containing a Bible
text and comment for each day in the
year . It also has ruled pages for birth -
day records. Bound in durable water-
proof cloth, $1 .00 .

TABERNACLE SHADOW S

An unusual book which presents th e
typical significance of the various sacri-
ficial services of the tabernacle erecte d
by Moses in the wilderness . It is clot h
bound and is priced at 50 cents .

"BEHOLD YOUR KING"

This book deals with prophecies pertain-
ing to the manner, time, and purpose
of our Lord's return and second presence .
It identifies the fulfilment of prophecie s
in the major world events of our day .
One hundred and fifty-two pages, cloth
bound, 50 cents.

HYMNS OF DAWN

Here is a choice collection of three hun-
dred and sixty favorite hymns, with mu -
sic . It contains many of the best loved
hymns of all denominations . Bound i n
cloth, $1 .00 .

OUR MOST HOLY FAITH

This book contains a compilation of ar-
ticles and sermons by Pastor Charles
Taze Russell—seventy-four articles an d
eleven sermons . It contains more tha n
seven hundred pages, and is cloth
bound . Price, $2 .00 .

"THE BOOK OF BOOKS"

A unique publicaton which explains the
format and general themes of the Bible ,
tracing them from book to book, an d
from the Old Testament to the New Tes-
tament . It contains three hundred an d
twenty pages, and is bound in cloth .
Price, $1 .00 .

"HOPE"—This little booklet is prepared
specially for mailing to relatives and
friends of the deceased . They are priced
at twelve for twenty-five cents . This pric e
includes envelopes in which they can b e
mailed .

IN FOREIGN LANGUAGE S

Various booklets and books are available in the following foreign languages : Ger-
man ; Italian ; French ; Lithuanian ; Greek; Danish ; Polish ; Roumanian ; Hungarian ;
Hebrew; Slovak ; Finnish ; Spanish ; Dutch ; and Swedish . Details concerning literatur e
available in any of these languages will be furnished upon request .
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(Continued from page 31 )

sus' followers, the truths concern-
ing the Messiah . Our interest ,
therefore, is fixed upon Barnabas ,
not merely as a kind and benevo-
lent man, but as a new creature
in Christ Jesus.

His qualifications admirably
suited him to become a teache r
in the Early Church, for its en-
couragement and building up i n
the "faith once delivered to the
saints ." "He was a good man, and
full of the Holy Spirit and of faith."
(Acts 11 :24) The Holy Spirit, o r
holy influence of God, was a liv-
ing power in him, the new min d
controlling and guiding in all of
life's affairs .

As we view the scene of the
Church at Jerusalem, we find the
brethren scatttered abroad by the
great persecutions which came
upon the Lord's people at this
time. By divine overruling, thi s
resulted in the spreading of the
Gospel of the kingdom through-
out that part of the world . Thi s
persecution was stayed in a mi-
raculous way by the conversion
of Saul, when he was apprehended
by the Lord on the road to Damas-
cus .

Saul, as soon as he was able ,
made his way to Jerusalem t o
meet those whom he had so re-
cently been persecuting We can
imagine the feelings of the breth-
ren toward him at that time. How-
ever, we find him being accepte d
into their company through the
intercession of Brother Barnabas .

A forceful character, the zea l
with which Saul had previousl y
persecuted the followers of Jesu s
34

now impelled him to preach Chris t
and him crucified. This brought
upon him opposition and persecu-
tion to the extent that he had to
flee for his life .The Early Church
now entered another phase of its
experiences of comparative res t
from persecution . Thus, in the
Lord's providence, time was al -
lowed for the brethren to b e
strengthened in the faith, com-
forted and built up in their mutua l
fellowship and study of the truth .

During this time the "gifts" of
the Holy Spirit, given to and im-
parted by the apostles, were use d
of God to convince and to comfor t
the true church . "Then had th e
churches [Vatican MS ., church]
rest throughout all Judea an d
Galilee and Samaria, and were ed-
ified; and walking in the fear
[reverence] of the Lord, and in
the comfort [parakiesis] of the
Holy Spirit, were multiplied."—
Acts 9 :3 1

As the truth spread abroad there
were many who accepted it, an d
word reached Jerusalem that
there were many interested peo-
ple in the city of Antioch . This
thrilled and cheered the heart s
of the brethren in Jerusalem
much as it does today when we
hear of others becoming inter-
ested in the message of truth, the
Gospel of the kingdom .

No doubt there was a great dea l
of discussion concerning this con-
dition in Antioch, from whic h
came the idea of sending a repre-
sentative to investigate and bring
back an eyewitness report of the
situation. The one chosen woul d
have to be sound in doctrine, ap t
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to teach, patient and unselfishly
interested in the spiritual wel-
fare of these new-found brethren .

As we might expect, the one
chosen was Barnabas! After meet -
ing and fellowshiping with these
brethren in Antioch for a short
time, Barnabas would have real-
ized that they were but "babes i n
Christ" with a limited knowledge .
However, he was careful not to
criticize, but rather to comfort
them, and to encourage and assis t
in their earnest endeavors to know
more about Jesus and to come to
an accurate knowledge of the
truth of God's plan .

He tried to stimulate their ef-
forts to purity of heart intention ,
"heart adhesion to the Lord . "
Concerning this we read, "Who ,
when he came, and had seen th e
grace of God, was glad, and ex-
horted them all, that with purpos e
of heart they would cleave unt o
the Lord ." (Acts 11 :23) It is inter-
esting to note the meaning of
this word, "cleave," which is t o
glue, to adhere .

To a man of less noble charac-
ter such a position of authorit y
could develop a spirit of pride
which would have led to jealous y
in others, lest their own influence
be lessened . There was no room
for such a spirit in the mind o f
Barnabas, and realizing the nee d
for help he sought out Saul a t
Tarsus and together they labore d
in the"vineyard" at Antioch for a
whole year. The effect of this wit -
ness for the truth is attested by
the fact that the Lord's people
were first called Christians a t
Antioch .--Acts 11 :2 6

Word now reached the churc h
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at Antioch that the brethren a t
Jerusalem were needy, and their
largeness of heart in developin g
the likeness of Christ prompted
them to send help at the hands
of Barnabas and Saul. (Acts 11 :30)
After their return to Antioch th e
brethren began to see the need
of encouragement to others wh o
were becoming interested in the
truth. Perhaps remembering the
joy and comfort that they had re-
ceived from Barnabas' visit, the y
now organized and authorized a
pilgrim trip for Barnabas and Saul .
An account of this is found i n
Acts, chapters 13 and 14.

Later a second pilgrim trip wa s
decided upon, and the church a t
Antioch again selected Paul an d
Barnabas to represent them. Bar-
nabas desired to take with them ,
as a helper, a young brothe r
named John Mark. (Acts 12 :25 )
Paul, however, emphatically dis-
agreed, because Mark had lef t
them in the middle of their pre-
vious journey for reasons whic h
Paul, no doubt, thought to be in-
sufficient .--Acts 13 :1 3

A heated argument did not re -
solve the issue and, as a result,
tarnabas took Mark and sailed
for Cyprus, while Paul took Sila s
and set off on the proposed jour-
ney, visiting the various churche s
along the way. (Acts 15 :36-41 )
Knowing the metal of the charac-
ter of both Paul and Barnabas we
must conclude that each felt jus-
tified in the course that he took .
Of Paul, we know that he was a
"chosen vessel" of God, and that
he continued to be blessed and di-
rected by him.

Let us look a little closer at
Barnabas. We have seen him as
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a kind, unselfish, humble servant
of the Lord, the truth, and th e
brethren. We saw him taking th e
part of Saul at Jerusalem, and
again inviting Saul to help in th e
work at Antioch. That there were
extenuating circumstances which
prompted Barnabas to act as h e
did, we can be sure .Someof these
reasons were personal .

In the thrilling account of th e
Apostle Peter's miraculous re -
lease from prison we find him
going immediately to the home o f
Mary, who was the mother of Joh n
Mark . (Acts 12:12) It is suggested
that Barnabas was Mark's uncle .
The Diaglott rendering of Colos-
sians 4:10 puts it : "the nephew
of Barnabas. "

In Barnabas' defense of those
who needed help, he probably
felt that Mark would be able t o
prove himself if given another
opportunity. That Barnabas was
right in thisis proved by thecom-
mendation of the Apostle Paul i n
II Timothy 4 :11; "Only Luke is
with me. Take Mark, and bring
him with thee :for heis profitabl e
to me for the ministry . "

While nothing more is record-
ed of Barnabas after he had left
Antioch for Cyprus, we need not
conclude that he ceased to be ac-
tive in the service of the truth.
We are confident that he contin-
ued to be a help and comfort t o
the brethren, continuing to b e
worthy of the name of Barnabas ,
the son of consolation .

The Lord had chosen Paul to
go to the Gentiles . The difficulty
between Paul and Barnabas was
permitted, and divinely overruled ,
because it was Barnabas who ha d
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begun the work in Antioch ; and
it is only reasonable to think that
some would have concluded he
had been chosen to carry the mes-
sage to the Gentiles. But we se e
divine wisdom displayed here,for
Barnabas was better suited for
comforting and exhorting th e
brethren, whereas Paul's charac-
ter and abilities suited him better
for the special work of an evan-
gelist and missionary among the
Gentiles . Thus the Lord hath set
the members, "every one of them
in the body, as it hath pleased
him."—I Cor . 12 :1 8

The source of comfort is our
God—"the God of all comfort . "
(II Cor . 1 :3) All the means of com-
fort for the ones during this Gos-
pel Age who are called to be joint -
heirs with Christ are by divine
arrangement. We see this wonder-
ful arrangement centered in Je-
sus, whom God sent into the world
to redeem us, even while we wer e
yet sinners, still under condem-
nation to death because of Adam's
transgression of the divine law.
It is written of Jesus in Isaia h
61 :1-3 :

"The Spirit of the Lord God is
upon me; because the Lord [Je-
hovah] hath anointed me to preach
glad tidings unto the meek ; he
hath sent me to bind up the bro-
kenhearted, . . .to comfort all tha t
mourn; to appoint unto them tha t
mourn in Zion, to give unto the m
beauty for ashes, the oil of joy
for mourning, the garment of
praise for the spirit of heavi-
ness . "

Jesus said : "Come unto me all
ye that laborandare heavy laden ,
and I will give you rest ." (Matt .
11 :28) Those who thus came t o
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Jesus were begotten to new aims
and new hopes, and werecomfort-
ed by the presence of their Leader .

It was difficult for them to
grasp the thought that they would
receive another Comforter, and
they were unable to understand
the full import of Jesus' word s
in John 16 :7 : Nevertheless I
tell you the truth ; It is expedient
for you that I go away: for if I g o
not away, the Comforter will no t
come unto you ; but if I depart, I
will send him unto you . "

Again in John 14 :16-18 : " I will
pray the Father, and he shal l
give you another Comforter, tha t
he may abide with you forever ;
even the Spirit of truth . I will no t
leave you comfortless [margin ,
orphans . "

When their Comforter Jesu s
was takenso suddenly from them ,
the disciples were cut off fro m
their hopes, and seemingly left or-
phans . The eleven appearances of
Jesus after his resurrection were
a source of comfort to them an d
revived their hopes,but it was no t
until Pentecost that they were
truly comforted by the begetting
of the Holy Spirit as New Crea-
tures in Christ Jesus, and became
sons of God .

We see that the Holy Spirit is
the channel of comfort during
this Gospel Age. Jesus comforts
his followers through the Holy
Spirit, the holy power and influ-
ence of the Father and the Son .
"Now our Lord Jesus Christ him -
self, and God, even our Father,
which hath loved us, and hath giv-
en us everlasting consolation [pa-
raklesis, comfort] and good hop e
through grace, comfort [paraka -
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lea] your hearts, and stablish yo u
in every good word and work."--
II Thess . 2 :16, 1 7

The Holy Spirit comfort s
through the Word of truth. "For
whatsoever things were written
aforetime were written for our
learning, that we through patience
and comfort [paraklesis] of the
Scriptures might have hope . "
(Born . 15 :4) It was through the op -
eration of the Holy Spirit tha t
the grand and wonderful provi-
sions of the Abrahamic promis e
were opened to our understanding .
Note also Hebrews 10 :32, 35, 36 :
"But call to remembrance the
former days, in which, after y e
were illuminated, ye endured a
great fight of afflictions . . . .Cast
not away therefore your confi-
dence, which hath great recom-
pense of reward . For ye have
need of patience, that, after ye
have done the will of God, ye
might receive the promise . "

Another great faith and cour-
age strengthener is found in He-
brews 6:17-20 : "Wherein God ,
willing more abundantly to sho w
unto the heirs of promise the im-
mutability of his counsel, confirm-
ed it by an oath : that by two im-
mutable things, in which it was
impossibleforGod to lie, we might
have a strong consolation, who
have fled for refuge to lay hold
uponthe hopeset beforeus :which
hope we have as an anchor of th e
soul, both sure and stedfast, and
which entereth into that within
the veil ; whither the forerunner
is for us entered, even Jesus, made
an high priest forever after the
order of Melchisedec . "

If we have been comforted by
the Holy Spirit in these many ways ,

37



and put into practice the thing s
which we have learned by being
a help and comfort to others, then
we become channels of the Holy
Spirit. If, therefore, we become
comforters, it evidences that we
have developed the fruits of the
Spirit, and have attained to the
mark of perfect love, having de-
veloped the character likeness of
Christ, and are nearing the grad-
uating point in the school of
Christ .

Some of the reasons it is prof-
itable to consider this subject
of "comfort," are : that we might
be of "the same mind ." (Rom .
15 :5 R. V.) Also that we might
learn forgiveness and love of the
brethren (II Cor . 2 :7, 8) ; that we
might develop the spirit of
Christ ; that we might have a
greater interest in our brethren' s
welfare . (Eph. 6 :22; Col . 4:8; II
Cor . 7 :6, 7, 13; I Thess . 3 :2 ; Phil.
2 :19) That we might develop the
ability to comfort and to edif y
others . (I Thess. 5:14; Heb. 10 :
25) That, being comforted our-
selves, we may be able to com-
fort others .—II Cor . 1 :3-7

In concluding, we can do n o
better than to quote from the
Apostle Paul : "Wherefore, com-
fort one another with these
words" (I Thess. 4:18) ; that is,
these words that "we which are
alive and remain shall be caught
up together." (vs. 17) And, "Fi-
nally, brethren, farewell . Be per-
fect, be of good comfort, be of
one mind, live in peace; and the
God of love and peace shall b e
with you." (II Cor . 13 :11) The

exercise of comfort is the very
spirit of the truth—the Holy
Spirit .

Additionally, we notice th e
apostle implies in some of hi s
statements that the comfort and
peace of the church are depend-
ent largely upon unity of th e
Spirit of the Lord in the various
members, and that we, from ex-
perience, should note that this is
the case as indicated in II Co-
rinthians 13 :11, quoted foregoing.

And again (Phil . 2:1, 2), "If
there be any consolation in
Christ, if any comfort of love, if
any fellowship of the Spirit, i f
any bowels of mercies, fulfil ye
my joy, that ye be likeminded ,
having the same love, being of
one accord, of the same mind."
What exhortations these are t o
unity, peace, brotherly-kindness !
How they suggest to us patience ,
forbearance, gentleness, helpful-
ness, and comfort one toward
another in the church, that thu s
the Spirit of the Lord may
abound in all, that each may
make the greatest possible prog-
ress in the right way.

"Dear brethren and sisters, let
us more and more be worthy o f
the name Barnabas—comforter
of the brethren . Let us have the
Holy Spirit abounding in us more
and more, for this is the Lord' s
good pleasure, that with it dwell-
ing in us, we may be all son s
and daughters of comfort in Zion,
representatives of our Father,
and channels of the Holy Spirit ,
and of the truth."—Reprint s
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Our Spiritual Blessings

T HE Epistle of Paul the Apos-
le to the Ephesians" was writ -

ten during his imprisonment in
Rome. It is another evidence of
how God can make the wrath of
men redound to his honor and
praise, for being in prison gave
the Apostle Paul time to write ,
and thus preserve for us thi s
epistle which magnifies the
church's calling and tells us o f
the transcendent grace of God
through Christ .

In a sentence, the main them e
of this letter to the Ephesians is
Paul's endeavor to make a com-
plete statement of the whole pur-
pose of God, not only with re-
spect to the church but also with
respect to the entire human race .
We find in this letter that the
basis of our salvation is Christ.
We learn here also of the "call"
of the church from all nations,
peoples, and tongues . And then,
too, in this epistle we have em-
phasized the hope held forth i n
the doctrine of restitution.

The first chapter is dedicate d
to our spiritual blessings. Verse s
1-3 read :

"Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ
by the will of God, to the saint s
which are at Ephesus, and to the
faithful in Christ Jesus: grace be
to you, and peace, from God our
Father, and from the Lord Jesus
Christ ., Blessed be the God and
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Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who hath blessed us with all spirit-
ual blessings in heavenly place s
in Christ."

In these verses, as he has don e
in other letters, Paul emphasizes
his divine appointment as an
apostle . He state that he is "a n
apostle of Jesus Christ by th e
will of God."

The letter is addressed "to the
saints which are at Ephesus, an d
to the faithful in Christ Jesus . "
At first it might appear that Paul
was addressing two classes ; that
is, the "saints" and the "faith-
ful," but such is not the case .
Moffatt reduces these two ex-
pressions to the one class, as fol-
lows: "To the saints who ar e
faithful in Jesus Christ." Rother-
ham and most other authoritie s
agree.

Today it may sound peculiar o r
presumptuous for a Christian to
say, "I am a saint ." Yet within
the meaning of the Scriptures al l
who are consecrated to God, al l
who are faithful believers, al l
who are devoted to doing the wil l
of God, all who are "in th e
truth," can apply to themselves
the assurance that they ar e
"saints in Christ Jesus ." In our
study of the Word of God ma y
we learn the simple lesson that
there is a blessing in being able
to think for ourselves, and in
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humility apply to ourselves tha t
which we find given in the Word
of God as assurances to the
Lord's children.

In verse 2 we read: "Grace be
to you, and peace, from God our
Father, and from the Lord Jesus
Christ ." "Grace" is one of th e
leading words in this epistle .
Just as in the letter to the Phil-
ippians the words "joy" and "re-
joice" are used so often, so
"grace" is used many times in
this letter . Grace is a gift be-
stowed upon all the consecrated
children of God, for we all enjoy
the Father's unmerited favor .
"This grace wherein we stand"
is the unmerited favor of Go d
granted us throughout our Chris-
tian life . (Rom. 5 :2; I Pet. 5 :12 )
It is based upon our standing of
righteousness before God, upo n
our justification made possible
through Jesus Christ our Lord .

Romans 5 :1,2, texts familiar to
all, contain the two words
"peace" and "grace ." They read :
"Therefore being justified by
faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ :
by whom also we have access b y
faith into this grace wherein we
stand, and rejoice in the hope of
the glory of God . "

Here the words "peace" an d
"grace" are used in describin g
our standing of favor before ou r
Heavenly Father. This standing
in the favor of God has been
made possible by our faith in the
blood of Jesus Christ, for through

consecration to God we partake
of the merit of his sacrifice, be-
ing made acceptable to God
through him .

Verse 3 is a text which proves
that Paul was not a trinitarian,
as do many other statements o f
the Scriptures. The expression,
"Blessed be the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ," i s
quite specific . No really honest
Bible student, even though he
was brought up a trinitarian ,
could remain a trinitarian afte r
reading a verse that is so spe-
cific in presenting our Heavenly
Father as both the God an d
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ .
However, this gem of truth is
but one facet of this beautiful
verse of divine revelation, whic h
continues : "Blessed be the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who hath blessed us with
all spiritual blessings in heaven-
ly places in Christ. "

Of ourselves we cannot bless
God, but certainly we can prais e
him, and that is the true meanin g
of the text. Not only can we
praise our Heavenly Father, but
we certainly should praise hi m
for his grace and favor toward
us . We should praise him becaus e
we are reconciled to him by hi s
great "unspeakable gift ." (H Cor.
9 :15) We should praise him be-
cause he is worthy, and because
he has blessed us with "all spir-
itual blessings . "

What are spiritual blessings ?
They are the blessings that com e
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through our possession of the
Holy Spirit ; the unseen, eternal
blessings of the truth and its fel-
lowship. Many of them can be
recognized by others, but many
of them cannot .

The meaning of the expression ,
"in the heavenlies," (as the Dia-
glott puts it) is that the sam e
blessings which are enjoyed by
those who live in heaven are th e
ones we are also able to enjoy
who have partaken of his Spirit .
And how great are these bless-
ings—the blessings of commun-
ion with our Heavenly Father,
the blessing of being able to com-
prehend spiritual truths, the
blessing in grace, in the unmer-
ited favor that he extends to us
every day and hour of our Chris-
tian experience .

When we take time to analyze
some of these often taken-for-
granted texts of Scripture we
may discover that they contai n
much more than we find whe n
we only skim over the surfac e
in our reading ; for only through
study can one learn the depth of
meaning in the inspired Word o f
God, and as truths are revealed
unto us we are "lost in wonder,
love, and praise ." The student o f
the Bible who has never been
lost in wonder, love, and prais e
through an appreciation of a
spiritual truth has not enjoyed
his blessings in the full sense o f
the word .

Continuing, verses 4-6 read :
"According as He hath chosen
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us in Him before the foundatio n
of the world, that we should b e
holy and without blame befor e
Him in love : having predestinated
us unto the adoption of children
by Jesus Christ to Himself, accord-
ing to the good pleasure of His
will, to the praise of the glory o f
His grace, wherein He hath made
us accepted in the Beloved ."

Here we find expressed our
next spiritual blessing. The apos-
tle in the third verse tells us tha t
God has blessed us, but in thes e
verses he tells us the manner in
which we have been blessed . He
has blessed us by choosing us t o
be his children . This is an ex-
ception to God's general plan for
the remainder of mankind. It ha s
pleased him to choose you an d
me to inherit spiritual life. That
privilege is restricted to a "little
flock."—Luke 12 :3 2

In verse 5 we have the word
"adoption ." Let us read the verse
substituting the word "sonship "
for "adoption," which is a bet -
ter translation : "Having predes-
tinated us unto sonship by Jesus
Christ to Himself, according to
the good pleasure of His will . "
The Diaglott and others use thi s
better understanding of the apos-
tle's words. Here is the way
Rotherham translates the verse :
"Marking us out beforehand unt o
sonship through Jesus Christ for
Himself, according to the good
pleasure of his will . "

But how do we become the
sons of God? How can we, in our
imperfection, be looked upon by
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our Heavenly Father as bein g
righteous? How can we, who have
so many blemishes ("blemishes"
may be considered to be a better
word than "blame," which oc-
curs in verse 4) stand before our
Heavenly Father without a
single blemish ?

Well, the apostle tells us how
this is possible . He says we are
made acceptable in the Beloved.
We are made acceptable through
Jesus Christ . That is how our
blemishes are removed from th e
sight of God . We are made ec-
ceptable to him through the im-
puted merit of our Lord an d
Savior Jesus Christ. Thus we are
begotten as sons of God . What a
spiritual blessing has been grant-
ed unto us, the consecrated o f
the Gospel Age !

Verses 7 and 8 read :
"In whom we have redemption

through His blood, the forgiveness
of sins, according to the riches of
His grace; wherein He hath
abounded toward usinall wisdo m
and prudence ."

The distinction must be care-
fully maintained between th e
word "redemption" and the word
"ransom." Some use these words
interchangeably, but they are
distinctly different in meaning.
Our Lord's perfect human life
was the ransom in the sense o f
compensation ; in the sense of be-
ing a corresponding price for
Adam's life, forfeited through
disobedience .

It is the application of the
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merit of that ransom that effect s
our release from adamic condem-
nation, which is redemption, our
redemption from death . Thus re-
demption comes as a result of
the ransom. Through redemption
we receive the benefits of the
ransom .

When, through faith, we have
consecrated ourselves to God, we
are made acceptable through
Christ's merit being applied to
us. Thus we are delivered from
adamic condemnation. We are
forgiven our sins . We stand hol y
and without blemish before God ,
not in our adamic imperfections ,
but covered with the robe o f
Christ's righteousness. (Isa. 61 :
10) Thus we stand righteons be -
fore God—justified, and withou t
blemish in God's sight . This re-
demption manifests God's grace ,
and is certainly one of our spir-
itual blessings .

Continuing, verses 9 and 1 0
read :

"Having made known unto us
the mystery of His will, accordin g
to His good pleasure which He hath
purposed in Himself: that in the
dispensation of the fulness of times
he might gather together in one
all things in Christ, both whic h
are in heaven, and which are o n
earth; even in Him .

Some feel these two verses ar e
the most important ones in this
epistle . They parallel Acts 3 :19-2 1
in establishing the great doctrine
of restitution, for there the Apos-
tle Peter,under inspiration of the
Holy Spirit, presents the combin-

THE DAWN



ed statement of "all God's holy
prophets" as his evidence that
the doctrine of restitution is one
upon which we can base our hop e
and trust.Inverses9 and 10 Paul,
under inspiration, presents as hi s
authority for believing in restitu-
tion, the fact that God has pur-
posed it in his own heart .

He also says that this great
event is made known to his faith-
ful . So this knowledge is another
of our spiritual blessings, eve n
though we do not expect to have
a part in the earthly blessings
promised in the message of res-
titution . God has revealed to us
the secret of his purpose that sal-
vation is not for the church only ,
but also for all the willing an d
obedient of earth's billions .

The Apostle writes concerning
"the dispensation of the fulnes s
of times." The word dispensation
in this instance means the di -
vine "arrangement," administra-
tion," or "economy," Here the
apostle pictures for us a serie s
of epochs or ages, with their re-
spective economies, the last ep-
och culminating in what he calls
"the fulness of times," when the
will of God will have been ac-
complished—when the divine ar-
rangement concerning redemp-
tion will have become a fact . God,
within his heart, has purposed t o
restore all things to the former
condition that existed before the
fall of man in the Garden of
Eden. Then all things were per-
fect and harmonious .
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The Scriptures teach that thi s
condition of harmony and per-
fection will be restored in "the
dispensation of the fulness of
times," The unity that was bro-
ken by the entrance of sin will
be restored through the reign of
Christ, even to the removal o f
the last enemy, death. And when
this restitution work is at last
accomplished there will be one
kingdom extending its bound-
aries to include both earth and
heaven .

Then unity and perfection will
be restored . The text says "both
which are in heaven, and which
are on earth" shall be gathere d
together in one, "even in him."
Surely that will be a time of ju-
bilation, for then God will be
"all in all"!—I Cor. 15 :28

Is the doctrine of restitution
an important one for us to under -
stand? Yes, it is important! Cer-
tainly God thought so, for he
purposed it within his own heart ,
and has revealed it to his people.
Paul thought so, and he spoke
of it as the mystery of God's will.
It is a spiritual blessing which
reveals to us the greatness of th e
kingdom of God asit blesses both
the church and the world. May
we continue to appreciate the im-
portance of the doctrine of res-
titution, for through it we under -
stand the greatness of God's love .
Continuing, verses 11-14 read :

"In whom also we have obtaine d
an inheritance, being predestinate d
according to the purpose of Him
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who worketh all things after th e
counsel of His own will : that we
should be to the praise of His
glory, who first trusted in Christ .
In whom ye also trusted, after
that ye heard the Word of truth ,
the Gospel of your salvation: in
whom also after that ye believed,
ye were sealed with that Hol y
Spirit of promise, which is the
earnest of our inheritance until
the redemption of the purchase d
possession, unto the praise of His
glory . "

Here we have introduced an-
other spiritual blessing — a very
great one too—our inheritance .
In verse II we are told that w e
have already obtained it, but this
is qualified in verses 13 and 14
where we are told that we are
now sealed with the Holy Spirit ;
that is, the Holy Spirit stamp s
as genuine all who are begotten
by it.

The Holy Spirit attests our son-
ship . However, receiving the
Holy Spirit now is butanearnest ,
or pledge, of our inheritance ; a
pledge in that if we are faithful
we shall receive our full inheri-
tance in the future. Our future
inheritance is the divine nature ,
and this text seems to teach tha t
we are begotten to our inherit-
ance .

Verses 15-18 read
"Wherefore I also, after I hear d

of your faith in the Lord Jesus ,
and love unto all the saints, cease
not to give thanks for you, mak-
ing mention of you in my prayers ;
that the God of our Lord Jesu s
Christ, the Father of glory, may

give unto you the spirit of wisdo m
and revelation in the knowledge o f
him: the eyes of your understand-
ing being enlightened ; that ye may
know what is the hope of his call-
ing, and what the riches of the
glory of his inheritance in the
saints ."

These are wonderful words o f
life! Furthermore, they are gen-
tle words, encouraging to every
child of God . Here, again, is an
expression of our spiritual bless-
ings, and a reminder as to what
they are. The apostle had heard
of the faithfulness of the breth-
ren at Ephesus, and of their love
for all the consecrated of God.
He told them that he had re-
ceived a good report . When h e
recognized in the Ephesian
church that true spirit of love,
he gave thanks to God in prayer.

In this he set us a good exam-
ple. Often we see examples o f
true, unselfish love expressed in
word or deed toward some of the
Lord's little ones . May we thank
God for every such expression
of Christian love, and for th e
privilege of fellowshipping with
those who thus manifest the
spirit of the Lord .

Paul not only thanked God for
them, he did more . He asked
God to reward their faithfulness .
So we should thank God for ev-
ery evidence of faithfulness that
we see in others, that we may be
encouraged to be faithful, even
unto death, for the Lord has
promised to reward faithfulnes s
with eternal life .
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Again in these verses the apos-
tle uses the expression, "Th e
God of our Lord Jesus Christ."
The trinitarians may wish he had
not continued to make such clea r
and unmistakable statements ; but
the Apostle Paul, speaking under
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit ,
expressed the same truth as di d
our Lord, when the Master said ,
"My Father is greater than L"—
John 14:28

In his prayers Paul asked tha t
we be given wisdom and under-
standing, that we might gain a
more personal knowledge of God .
Every child of God wishes to
have a more profound and inti-
mate communion with his Heav-
enly Father. How may this be ob-
tained? Only through our com-
plete devotion to the Father's
will can the Holy Spirit exer-
cise its power on our life, en-
lightening our path, which lead s
to a closer walk with God. Only
thus can we also fully appreciat e
our calling as a spiritual blessing
given to us from the hand o f
God; and with the hope of our
calling constantly before us ,
spontaneously we will say :
"How vain is all beneath the syies !
How transient avery earthly bliss !
How slender all the fondest tie s
that bind us to a world like this!"

Only thus can we know the
"riches of the glory of his inher-
itance in the saints"—God's her-
itage. God's Spirit-begotten fam-
ily—exalted to the divine plane ,
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enjoying the divine nature—his
new creation, his divine family,
those with whom ,he can find
full felowship, is his inheritance.
Another of our spiritual bless-
ings, then, is to be heirs of God
and joint-heirs with Jesus Christ .
No wonder we are lost in won -
der, love, and praise !

Verses 19-21 continue :
"And what is the exceedin g

greatness of His power to uswar d
who believe, according to the work -
ing of His mighty power, which He
wrought in Christ, when he raise d
Him from the dead, and set Him
at His own right hand in the heav-
enly places, far above all princi-
pality, and power, and might, an d
dominion, and every name that i s
named, not only in this world, but
also in that which is to come."

Paul continues to pray that our
spiritual vision be keen, and that
our personal knowledge of God
will include an understanding o f
his mighty power, or, as he ex-
presses it : "the exceeding great-
ness of his power to usward wh o
believe ." How great is hi s
power! The Bible record says tha t
it is "exceeding" great .

Brethren, just let us think of
how "exceeding great" is the
power of God! It was his power
that raised Jesus from the dead.
Through his power Jesus Christ
was exalted to sit at his own
right hand—raised to the divin e
nature—placed far above ever y
name that is named . Let any
name be uttered and Christ i s

(Continued on page 61 . )
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Q
LL proper-minded parents
know that there is a right wa y

and a wrong way for their chil-
dren to take as they grow up .
Hence the Scripture exhortation ,
"Train up a child in the way h e
should go, and when he is old ,
he will not depart from it . "
(Prov. 22:6) Christian parents
have an advantage over all others
in the training of their childre n
because of having been blessed
with an insight into what is de-
scribed by Paul as "the nurture
and admonition of the Lord . "
Similarly God set his way before
his human son Adam ; that is, th e
way of obedience to the divin e
law .

The Psalmist, after making a
brief reference to the vastness
of the universe with its millions
of suns and their plane-
tary systems surrounding them ,
says, "What is man, that thou art
mindful of him? and the son of
man, that thou visitest him? For
thou hast made him a little lower
than the angels, andhast crowne d
him with glory and honor. Tho u
madest him to have dominio n
over the works of thy hands ; thou
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hast put all [earthly] things un-
der his feet."—Ps . 8 :4- 6

In spite of this wonderful orig-
inal endowment, man failed t o
continue in the way of the Lord ,
the way of perfect obedience ; and
his children, inheriting an unbal-
anced moral character, were un-
able to return to that perfect way
of the Lord wherein their father
Adam walked for a short period
in Eden. In Romans 5 :12, R . V . ,
Paul sums up what happened as a
result of the brief edenic trial.
He says, "Through one man sin
entered into the world, and death
through sin : and so death passe d
unto all men ." All being con-
demned in one man made it pos-
sible for all to be redeemed b y
one sacrifice for sins . "By th e
trespass of the one, death reigned
through the one ." Again he says ,
"Through the trespass the judg-
ment came unto all men to con-
demnation; even so through on e
act of righteousness [the free gif t
is to come] unto all men to justi-
fication of life."—Rom. 5 :17, 18 ,
R . V .

In full harmony with this, Isaiah
had long ago foretold the same
gracious divine purpose : "All we
like sheep have gone astray ; we
have turned every one to his own
way; and the Lord hath laid on
him the iniquity of us all." (Isa.
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53 :6) Making reference to the re-
sult of this great ransom sacrifice ,
Paul says, "Since by man came
death, by man came also the res-
urrection of the dead . For as i n
Adam all die, so also in Christ
shall all be made alive."(I Cor .
15 :21, 22,R.V.) Alimankind,there-
fore, as a result of this divine
provision, are to be released from
death and are to have another
judgment, or trial, f or life . Telling
of his future gracious purpose ,
the Lord says, "I will ransom
them from thepowerof the grave ;
I will redeem them from death . "
Hos. 13 :14

Not of Work s

BEFORE the time came for the
providing of the ransom from si n
and death, God showed by his
dealings with the nation of Israel
the impossibility of any of th e
fallen race walking in the way of
life by their own efforts. He show-
ed this by giving Israel his Law.
Not only did God give them hi s
Law, but he made with Israel,
through Moses as the mediator ,
what we speak of as the Law Cov-
enant . God promised Israel cer-
tain earthly blessings if the y
would do as he instructed. These
included the reward of life on th e
human plane for perfect obedi-
ence .

However, the completely honest
Israelite would doubtless b e
forced to say in his heart, in the
language of the Apostle Paul ,
"The commandment which was
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unto life, this I found to be unto
death ." (Rom. 7 :10, R. V.) Human
imperfections prevent member s
of the fallen race from measurin g
up to the perfect standard of obe-
dience . Hence, as Paul says, "b y
the deeds of the Law there shal l
no flesh be justified in his sight . "
(Rom. 3:20) The Law Covenant ,
therefore, brought condemnatio n
to death because Israel could no t
live up to their covenant obliga-
tions into which, through Moses ,
they had entered .

By Faith

WITH the coming of Jesus and
the giving in sacrifice of his per-
fect human life, a new "way" to
life has been opened. (Heb .10 :20 )
This a way not wholly dependent
upon works, but of a living, obe-
dient faith. It is a way whereby
those who believe that Jesus is
God's Anointed who has ransomed
man from the power of the grave,
make a full consecration to him,
and are by faith released fro m
condemnation and receive the be -
getting of the Holy Spirit . Such
are on the way, not to human per-
fection—"that which was lost" —
but are traveling a new and liv-
ing way.

This is not a way which brings
further condemnation such a s
came upon Israel under the Law
Covenant, but a new way which
really leads to life, bringing it
within the reach of all who are
called with "the high calling of
God in Christ Jesus . " (Phil. 3 :14 )
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This is a life obtained through
our sacrificing the human, fleshly
will, and as new creatures i n
Christ Jesus, conforming our-
selves to the image of God's dear
Son. In this connection the
Apostle Paul gives a beautiful
testimony. He writes : "There is
therefore now no condemnation
to them which are in Christ
Jesus, who walk not after the
flesh but after the Spirit. For the
law of the Spirit of life in Chris t
Jesus hath made me free from
the law of sin and death. "—Rom .
8 :1, 2

The Gospel-Age Wa y

WITH reference to this way o f
life opened up during the Gospel
Age, Jesus said, "I am the way . "
(John 14 :6) In harmony with this
statement it is explained in I Pe -
ter 2:21 that Jesus left "us an ex-
ample, that we should follow i n
his steps." In view of the very
high standard required of the fol-
lowers of Jesus, it is not surpris-
ing that the Master should de-
scribe this way as being a narro w
one which few find, and in which
fewer still care to walk.

Because of the narrowness and
the difficulties associated with
this way of life opened by Jesus ,
we find that the majority who, in
the early centuries of the Gospel
Age, identified themselves with
the Christian church, lost sight of
the truth concerning the necessi-
ty of walking in the narrow way
to life, in the footsteps of Jesus .

However, it is only thus that any-
one can be a part of the glorified
church, the "church of the first-
born," whose names "are written
in heaven."—Heb. 12 :23

Thank God that now a few a-
gain find the old paths of faith
and practice walked in by Jesu s
and his disciples, and who, as th e
prophet says, have found rest un-
to their souls. They have a know-
ledge of the ransom for all, re-
sulting in the exaltation of a lit-
tle flock to heavenly glory, to be
followed by an awakening from
death of all the remainder o f
mankind to enjoy the blessings of
Messiah's kingdom.

This, the Bible shows, is God' s
way of bringing all to a know-
ledge of the truth, and a full op-
portunity of coming into harmo-
ny with himself . Further, it is in-
deed a "good way," a way which
brings wonderful rest of heart
and mind to those able to see ,
and to walk in it . Having heard
the Lord's voice directing u s
through his Word, saying, "This
is the way, walk ye in it," let us
stedfastly resist every temptation
to turn aside from the way of the
Lord.—Isa . 30 :2 1

With reference to God's help
and blessing given to his peopl e
of typical Israel along the way t o
the land of promise, we read,`Be-
hold, I send an Angel before thee,
to keep thee in the way, and to
bring thee into the place which I
have prepared ." (Ex. 23 :20) Re-
garding spiritual Israel walking
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the way of life to the promise d
heavenly inheritance, we read ,
"The angel of the Lord en-
campeth round about them that
fear him, and delivereth them."
(Ps . 34:7) Again, concerning the
angels of the heavenly host we
are told, "Are they not all minis-
tering spirits, sent forth to minis-
ter for them who shall be heirs
of salvation?"—Heb. 1 :14

In order that we might contin-
ually have the Lord's providence s
over us, we are exhorted to pra y
in the words of the Psalmist,
"Lead me, 0 Lord, in thy right-
eousness because of mine ene-
mies; make thy way plain before
my face." "Teach me thy way, 0
Lord, and lead mein a plain path ."
(Ps . 5:8; 27:11, R. V.) And, as as-
surance that "the undefiled in
the way" will have the Lord's lov-
ing and sure guidance we read,
"And thine ears shall hearaword
behind thee [a message comin g
from the past, from the Law and
the prophets], saying, This is th e
way, walk ye in it, when ye turn
to the right hand, and when ye
turn to the left ."—Isa. 30 :21

Regarding the present bless-
ings of the way of life we read,
"All the paths of the Lord are
loving-kindness and truth unt o
such as keep his covenant and
his testimonies." Ps. 25:10, R .V.)
Again, "The way of the just is
uprightness, thou makest exactly
plain the path of the just." (Isa.
26 :7, Var.) And, `The path of the
righteous is as the light of dawn,
THE BRITISH SECTION

going on and brightening, unto
meridian day."—Prov. 4:18,Roth .

Unto Deat h

HAVING accepted the truth of
God's Word pointing out "the
narrow way" to life, we are to be
watchful, and seek to keep very
near to the Lord, because the
position into which we have come
is indeed a responsible one, as in-
dicated in Hebrews 10 :26: "If we
sin wilfully after that we have
received the knowledge of the
truth, there remaineth no more
sacrifice for sins." A similar sol-
emn truth is recorded in Proverbs
21:16, "The man that wandereth
out of the way of understanding
shall remain in the congregation
of the dead." But, in harmony
with Hebrews 10 :39, we are not
to be of"those shrinking back in-
to destruction, but of faith in
order to a preservation of life . "

The exhortations of Jesu s
through the Revelator are: "Be
thou faithful unto death, and I
will give thee a crown of life."
"To him that overcometh will I
grant to sit with me in m y
throne ." (Rev. 2:10; 3:21) The
Apostle Paul also exhorts : "Re-
ceive not the grace of God in
vain." (II Cor. 6:1) And in the
next verse he points out another
important feature, "Now [durin g
the Gospel Age] is the accepted
time; behold, now is the day of
salvation ." It is not the only "day
of salvation,"but it is the limited
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period in which all members of
the church are to make their
heavenly "calling and election"
sure .

The apostle here is quoting
only in part from a wonderfu l
prophecy in Isaiah 49 :8, 9, whic h
reveals to us that the complete d
and glorified Christ beyond the
veil, Jesus the Head, and the
church his body, will introduce
and establish a way of life not
yet available to mankind .

The Highway

DURING the early phase of the
Millennial Age, those who now
walk "the narrow way" will hav e
gained the "glory and honor an d
immortality" for which, with the
Lord's help, they sought so faith-
fully . And being thus clothed
with the divine nature and power ,
they will be prepared for the
great work of restoring an d
blessing the world in that age .
With the complete ending of the

Gospel Age, the narrow way to
immortality will be closed, be-
cause the select "little flock,"
which it was designed should be
tested and proved,will have bee n
fully gathered and glorified.

Then, in the earthly phase of
the kingdom, "an highway shall
be there, and a way, and it shal l
be called the way of holiness."
(Isa. 35 :8) This way to actual hu-
man perfection is to "be made
very plain"; so clearly under-
stood that, according to Leeser ,
"the wayfaring man, and those
unacquainted therewith, shall not
go astray." This way will be so
plain that none willneed to teach
his neighbor, saying "Know the
Lord: for they shall all know me,
from the least of them unto the
greatest of them." (Jer. 31 :34)
This particular "way of life" will
be available during "the times of
restitution of all things, which
God hath spoken by the mouth
of all his holy prophets since the
world began ."—Acts 3 :2 1
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TALKING THINGS OVERI

What Is Truth ?

N EARLY two thousand years ago Pilate asked Jesus the ques-
tion, "What is truth?" (John 18 :38) This question has been i n

the minds and hearts of thinking men and women throughout al l
the ages. Sincere and honest people want to know the truth o n
any and all subjects in which thew are particularly interested .
Our concern to know the truth relates to God's plan for
his human creatures, and particularly his will for us as individ-
uals . While Jesus did not give Pilate a direct answer to the ques-
tion, "What is truth?" he had, nevertheless, answered the ques-
tion the night before in the upper room when, in prayer, h e
said, "Thy Word is truth ." John 17 :17

In Jesus' day the "Word" of truth consisted primarily of th e
Old Testament Scriptures. It was this "Word" that directe d
Jesus in the doing of the Father's will . Now the New Testament
Scriptures can properly be included in the expression, "Word."
Jesus prayed that his followers might be sanctified by the trut h
contained in the "Word ." and this makes the Word of God o f
vital importance to all who would be pleasing to the Lord be -
cause wholly sanctified, or set apart to the doing of his holy will .

Now the Word of truth is often referred to as the "Bible," o r
the sacred Scriptures . This wonderful collection of inspired mes-
sages from the Creator does not contain the truth on all sub-
jects, but it does set forth God's will for his people, and his
plan for the ultimate blessing of all the families of the earth .
It is vitally important for the child of God to know and to b e
guided by this truth . Those who accept the truth of the divin e
plan, as revealed by his Word, know the purpose of their lives .
As stated in Psalm 40 :2, they have had their feet set, symbol-
ically speaking, upon a rock, and their "goings" have been es-
tablished .
TALKING THINGS OVER
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Returning, then, to our original question, just what is th e
truth of the divine plan which is so vitally important for the
consecrated Christian to know and to obey? There are, o f
course, many precious truths in the Bible, and it is these when
viewed as a whole that constitute what we often refer to as "the
truth." The individual segments of truth, which together mak e
up the plan of God as a whole, are those teachings, or doc-
trines, which can be definitely proved by a "thus saith the
Lord." It may be profitable at times to allow our minds t o
speculate on indefinite theories, but the truly sanctifying
truths of the Word are those teachings upon which there ca n
be no valid difference of opinion so far as truth-enlightene d
Christians are concerned .

And what are these basic doctrines of the Bible? Man's cre-
ation and its purpose is the first one we find. The earth was
created for man, and man was made an earthly creature ,
adapted to live in this "home" which God so lovingly and
bountifully provided for him . He was created in the image of
God, and after his likeness . The continuance of his life in the
home which God provided depended upon his obedience . Man
disobeyed and was sentenced to death, and all of Adam's prog-
eny came under this death condemnation . — Gen . 1:26-28 ;
Isa. 45 :18; Gen. 2 :17; Rom . 5:18

But God did not cease to love his human creatures. Indeed ,
he loved them so much that at great cost to himself he made
provision for their redemption from sin and death, sending his
beloved Son, the Logos, to give his life that through belief an d
obedience condemned man might live. (John 3:16) The Scrip-
tures are explicit as to the basis upon which this is accom-
plished. Paul speaks of the arrangement as a ransom, or corre-
sponding price . The Apostle Paul wrote that God "will have all
men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth;
for there is one God, and one mediator between God and men,
the man Christ Jesus; who gave himself a ransom for all, to b e
testified in due time ."—I Tim . 2 :4-6

This is the great foundation truth of God's plan of salvation
for the human race from sin and death. It is not human tradi-
tion, nor was it developed through deduction and speculation.
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We cannot properly say concerning this truth that it seems t o
be this way, or it seems to be that way. Nor do we need to spec-
ulate as to God's plan whereby the salvation of the race fro m
death as a result of the ransom is to be carried out, for th e
Bible clearly teaches that it is through a resurrection of th e
dead; and we know "that there shall be a resurrection of th e
dead, both of the just and unjust ." (Acts 24:15) Peter uses the
word "restitution," and declares that there shall be times of
restitution of all things, adding that this glorious fact of the
divine plan has been spoken by the mouth of all God's hol y
prophets since the world began .—Acts 3:19-23

Here also we are on the solid ground of clearly establishe d
biblical truth . Truth-enlightened followers of the Master do
not need to wonder whether or not this segment of the divine
plan is really the truth. Unless we wish to call into question th e
veracity of the testimony given by the inspired servants of Go d
in both the Old and New Testaments, then there is no roo m
for any difference of opinion concerning the fact of the res-
toration of the race from death as a result of the ranso m
sacrifice of Jesus Christ .

Heavenly and Earthly Hopes

IN THE "upper room" the night before Jesus was crucified, he
explained to his disciples that he was going away to prepare
a place for them, and that he would come again and receive
them unto himself, that where he was there they might be
also. (John 14:2, 3) Later that same night Jesus prayed, "Father ,
I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me wher e
I am." (John 17:24) These statements by Jesus prove that the
hope of his dedicated followers is to be with him, to share his
heavenly home, and his divine nature to which he was exalted
when raised from the dead. Peter confirms this. He wrote :
"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which
according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a
lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead ,
to an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth
not away, reserved in heaven for you [margin, us]."—I Pet . 1, 3, 4

This means that some of those redeemed by the precious bloo d
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of Christ will, in the resurrection, receive a heavenly reward .
These are the true followers of Jesus during the present age .
Paul speaks of these as partaking of "the heavenly calling ." (Heb.
3:1) It is concerning these that Jesus said, "Fear not, little flock;
for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom."
(Luke 12:32) These will be given the kingdom in the sense that,
together with Jesus, they will be the spiritual rulers in that gov-
ernment foretold by the prophets, that rulership of Christ whic h
will subdue all opposition to God and his will, and destroy death .
—I Cor. 15:24-26

Those who attain unto this heavenly calling are brought forth
from death in what the Scriptures refer to as the "first resur-
rection." (Rev. 20:6) These are to be "kings" and "priests" to-
gether with Jesus, and will reign with him a thousand years .
These suffer and die with Jesus in order that they might liv e
and reign with him. (II Tim . 2 :11, 2) Paul confirms this . He wrote
that we are "heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ, if so b e
that we suffer with him ." (Rom. 8:17) This, then, is the Chris-
tians's hope, his place in the great divine plan of the ages . The
truth concerning this is not debatable . There is no room for an
"honest difference of opinion ."

The Gospel-Age Work

THE period in the divine plan for the selection and prepara-
tion of those who live and reign with Christ is what we refer t o
as the Gospel Age. While this title is not given in the Scrip-
tures, the work of this period is clearly shown to be the preach-
ing of the Gospel . So it is that the title Gospel Age properly
suggests the method by which the followers of Jesus are reached
and made ready for their share in the messianic kingdom. It i s
at the end of the Gospel Age that our Lord returns, reckons wit h
his servants, exalts the last members of his body to heavenly
glory with him and establishes his kingdom for the blessing o f
all the families of the earth.

It was not to be expected that when Jesus returned at hi s
second advent he would be visible to human eyes, for he is n o
longer flesh, but a glorious divine being . Jesus said to his dis-
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ciples, "Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more ; but
ye see me : because I live, ye shall live also." (John 14 :19) John
got the import of this later, and wrote, "Beloved, now are we th e
sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be : but
we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him ; for
we shall see him as he is ."—I John 3 :2

Parousi a

THERE is every reason to believe that the invisible secon d
presence of Christ is now a reality. This precious, fundamental
truth has been revealed to us through a clarification of the Gree k
word parousia, used in a number of references to Jesus' second
visit to earth. In our Common Version Bibles this word is some -
times translated "presence" and sometimes "coming." Its real
meaning in New Testament times was presence . It was this word
that the disciples used when they asked Jesus what would b e
the sign of his parousia, or presence—mistranslated coming in
our Common Version Bible .—Matt . 24 : 3

In response to this question Jesus outlined a number of signs .
One of these he referred to as a time of great "tribulation" —
tribulation so great, he said, that unless the trouble was short-
ened no flesh would survive . (Matt . 24 :21, 22) This sign is clearly
displayed in the earth today. If we had nothing else to guide us ,
we could know from the fulfilment of this one sign that ou r
Lord has returned. Today the destruction of the human race i s
threatened. The wise men of the world know this . The rulers
know it. However, they do not see this situation as an evidenc e
of our Lord's presence . They know nothing about the plan of
God, in any event . But we see its meaning, and we are glad to
have this concrete proof that our Lord has returned . It means
that our deliverance from the bondage of sin and death is near .
It means that the reign of sin and death will soon be brought t o
an end, and that all the families of the earth are soon to b e
blessed .

We cannot grasp fully the details of the divine plan as they
are being worked out during this transition period into the ful l
establishment of the kingdom. The Lord has not revealed thes e
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details to us . We are still walking by faith, and not by sight . As
"watchers" we should keep alert in an effort to discern more
clearly the progress of the divine plan . But since at present we
still see through a glass "darkly," or dimly, let us not be too sur e
that what we see is exactly the way things are . We can speak
dogmatically on those points which can be definitely established
by a "thus saith the Lord," but the deductions which we mak e
in an attempt to fill in those details of the divine plan not as yet
clearly revealed by the Lord should not be dogmatically held
as fundamental truths .

God's Covenants

ONE of the ways by which the Lord reveals his plan of salva-
tion is through his covenants—those covenants which he made
with his servants in the past, and the New Covenant which he
has promised to make in the future. (Gen. 12 :3 ; 22:15-19 ; Jer .
31:31-34) In his covenant with Abraham God promised to bles s
"all the families of the earth" through his "seed ." The primary
fulfilment of this covenant is through Jesus and his faithful fol-
lowers . (Gal . 3:8, 16, 27-29) These will be the spiritual seed of
Abraham, the channel of the life-giving blessings provide d
through the redemptive work of Christ.

The spiritual seed of Abraham is spoken of in the Scripture s
as a "house" of sons over which Jesus is the Head . But there is
a fleshly house of Israel as well, referred to in the Bible as a
house of "servants," over which Moses is the head . (Heb. 3 :5, 6)
God has made special covenants or promises to both these houses
of Israel . All the promises to the fleshly house were earthly ,
while all those to the spiritual are heavenly .—Heb . 3 : 1

To the fleshly house of Israel it was said, "If ye will obey my
voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar
treasure unto me above all people : for all the earth is mine.
And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy na-
tion." (Exod. 19:5-8) And though all Israel answered and said ,
"All that the Lord hath spoken we will do," and then failed t o
keep their covenant, yet the faithful among them, who earnestly
endeavored in their weakness to keep it will, in the Millennia l
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Age, be "princes in all the earth," members of the earthly phas e
of the kingdom of God.—Ps . 45 :1 6

To the spiritual house, on the contrary, it is said, "Ye . . . are
built up a spiritual house, and holy priesthood, to offer up . . .
sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus Christ." "Ye are a chosen
generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people ,
that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called
you out of darkness into his marvelous light : which in time past
were not a people, but are now the people of God ."—I Pet .
2 :5, 9, 1 0

The royal promises of God to these two houses of Israel wer e
not limited in their application to the generation of God's peopl e
which lived at the time they were made, but applied to the faith-
ful in each succeeding generation . In the case of fleshly Israel,
while none of the Israelites could keep God's perfect law and
thereby gain life, through faith and heart obedience some in
each generation did prove worthy to inherit in the resurrection
the special place in the kingdom which God had promised . The
11th chapter of Hebrews relates the experiences of a numbe r
of these, and assures us that they received the testimony tha t
they pleased God .

This special group, which includes the faithful ones who pre -
ceded Moses, down to John the Baptist, will be the earthly repre-
sentatives of the divine Christ . This will indeed be a very ex-
alted position . But thank God for the assurance of his Word that
a New Covenant is to be made with those who did not thus qual-
ify, a covenant through which their sins will be taken away, and
they will be restored to life . In Romans 11 :25-32 Paul assure s
us of this. After telling of the loss of the chief blessing through
unbelief, Paul wrote :

"For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of thi s
mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits ; that blind-
ness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gen -
tiles be come in. And so all Israel shall be saved : as it is written,
There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn awa y
ungodliness from Jacob : for this is my covenant with them, when
I shall take away their sins . [Jer . 31 :31-34] As concerning th e
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Gospel, they are enemies for your sakes ; but as touching th e
election, they are beloved for the fathers' sakes, for the gift s
and calling of God are without repentance . For as ye in times
past have not believed God, yet have now obtained mercy
through their unbelief : even so have these also now not believed,
that through your mercy they also may obtain mercy . For God
hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he might have merc y
upon all. "

How truly gracious and loving is our Heavenly Father! Jus t
as mercy is to be extended to the unbelieving of Israel, it will
also be extended to the unbelieving world as a whole in his due
time. Just as all Israel shall be saved, so the whole world of man -
kind shall be saved . This does not imply unconditional, universal
salvation, for faith and obedience will be required of all who are
given eternal life . But all will be enlightened and given a full
opportunity to believe and obey . Concerning the times of resti-
tution when this takes place the Apostle Peter said, "It shal l
come to pass, that every soul, which will not hear that prophet ,
shall be destroyed from among the people ."—Acts 3 :2 3

This refers to the future work of enlightenment and judg-
ment of the great thousand-year judgment day of the worl d
The world was once on trial through father Adam . Adam failed ,
and brought death upon himself and upon all his offspring . A
period of about six thousand years intervenes between th e
world's first and second judgment days . During this long period
of time God has been selecting two special classes from among
men, and specially trying, disciplining, and training them to be
his honored instruments during the period or day of the world' s
judgment.

These two classes, as we have noted, are respectively desig-
nated by Paul as the house of sons and the house of servants .
(Heb. 3:5, 6) The former is composed of those overcomers trie d
and found faithful during the Christian dispensation, and th e
latter is composed of the faithful overcomers who preceded the
Christian dispensation . Those who successfully pass the trial of
either of these special classes will not come into judgment with
the world, but will enter upon their reward when the worl d
comes into judgment. They will be God's agents in the blessin g
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of the world—in giving to men the instruction and training
necessary for their final testing and judgment . "Do ye not know
that the saints shall judge the world?"—I Cor . 6 : 2

These specially selected classes, like the rest of mankind, wer e
once under adamic condemnation, but became sharers by faith
in the benefits of Christ's death. The sincere and obedient be-
lievers prior to Christ's death and resurrection became th e
friends of God, enjoying his fellowship and rejoicing in the spe-
cial promises of that time . During the Gospel Age obedient be-
lievers are begotten of the Holy Spirit and become children o f
God. These are all substantial and fundamental truths whic h
are well established in the Scriptures .

What could be more beautiful and soul-satisfying than th e
simple statement by Paul, "Being justified by faith, we hav e
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ ." (Rom. 5 :1) Again
Paul wrote, "There is therefore now no condemnation to the m
who are in Christ Jesus ." (Rom. 8:1) These straightforward state-
ments of truth are in the Word of God for our encouragement ,
to assure us that if our hearts are loyal to the Lord he deal s
with us as his children, and blesses us, not according to our im-
perfections, but in spite of them. What more could we ask?

The Purpose

WE ARE not in this article undertaking to examine all th e
fundamental doctrines of the Bible which constitute what w e
refer to as "the truth." We have presented a few of them for
the purpose of illustrating the difference between the basi c
truths of the divine plan and the technical philosophies an d
speculations which, at times, we may be inclined to associat e
with them. The basic truths of the Word are in themselves up-
building to us as new creatures in Christ Jesus . The human phil-
osophies which we might be inclined to associate with them ar e
not . Indeed, at times they could lead to an opposite result .

Let us not say that brother so and so is in danger of goin g
"out of the truth" simply because he may not accept some theor y
of ours, or of someone else. Our standing in the truth, and our
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loyalty to it, is judged by the Lord upon the basis of what i s
clearly set forth in his Word . If we have dedicated ourselves t o
the doing of his will, he will judge our faithfulness upon the
basis of how well we obey the basic teachings of his Word, and
keep our hearts in tune with the spirit of divine love . May the
Lord help us to remain established in the truth, and may it s
sanctifying power work in us more and more, as daily w e
seek the better to know his will, and continue our determinatio n
to do it.

.~.,I WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING TEXTS

AUGUST 1—"Death and life are in
the power of the tongue ."— Prov-
erbs 18 :21 (Z.99-75 Hymn 198)

AUGUST . .8— "Into whatsoeve r
house ye enter, first say, Peace be
to this house. And if the son of
peace be there, your peace shal l
rest upon it : if not, it shall turn
to you again."—Luke 10 :5,6 (Z .
'04408 Hymn 329)

AUGUST 15—"Now we exhort you ,
brethren, . . . be patient toward
all."—I Thessalonians 5:14 (Z .'03-
24 Hymn 312A)
AUGUST 22—"Wist ye not that I
must be about My Father's busi-
ness?"—Luke 2 :49 (Z. '03-53 Hym n
167)
AUGUST 29—"Ye ask, and receive
not, because ye ask amiss ."—James
4 :3 (Z. '03-204 Hymn 239 )

Simple Interpretation

"Dear Brethren in Christ: I al-
ways get a blessing from readin g
and concentrating on your simple
interpretation of the Bible, as yo u
rightly divide the Word of truth.
I have yet to hear anything that
is so plain and truthful as Th e
Dawn and your other literature."—
West Virginia
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Methodist Group Appreciates

"Dear Gentlemen : After viewing
your film, `The Unknown God,' ou r
group, The Methodist Group Fel-
lowship, decided that I shoul d
send for a copy of the booklet yo u
offered to help us with the dis-
cussion of the Bible. If you can
send us several copies it would be
much appreciated."—Massachusetts

THE DAWN



Spiritual Blessings--Continue d
(Continued from page 43.)
greater. He is pre-eminent and
precedes all . We may not be able
to enumerate all the various
strata of spiritual beings such a s
cherubim, seraphim, principali-
ties, powers, might, and domin-
ion . However, we know that
above them all is our Lord Jesus
Christ, for the Bible says, "that
in all things he might have the
pre-eminence ."—Col 1 :18

Why did the apostle pray that
the Ephesians might understand
what God's power did for Jesus
Christ? Because if they could ap-
preciate that, they would be abl e
to appreciate also the exceeding
greatness of his power "to us-
ward who believe ." They would
be able to appreciate how great
God's power was, as it was man-
ifest toward them in their son-
ship. So also with us; as we
think and meditate upon the ex-
ceeding greatness of his power
as it was manifest toward our
Lord Jesus Christ, we are able to
realize more thoroughly ho w
great is his power in our lives,
to aid us every day and every
hour.

This power of God in our lives
is indeed one of our spiritual
blessings . We have that power
to help make our calling and
election sure. We have that pow-
er to help us gain our future in-
heritance. May we depend upon
it, and not on the arm of flesh,
CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE

for the arm of flesh is very weak
by comparison with the exceed-
ing greatness of his power. Let
us indeed lean upon the Lord,
for he says, "Not by might, nor
by power, but by my Spirit, saith
the Lord of hosts."—Zech . 4 : 6

Concluding, verses 22 and 2 3
read :

"And hath put all things unde r
His feet, and gave Him to be the
Head over all things to the church,
which is His body, the fulness of
Him that filleth all in all ."

We are all glad that our Lord
is our Head, even as we are glad
that we are members of the Body
of Christ. The body of Christ is
a living organism, and each on e
of us is a member of that body,
actuated by the Holy Spirit of
God . Also, we are glad that the
time is near when all things are
to be put under his feet, that
God might be all in all. This is
the fulness of the reward for
each body member: the privilege
of having a part in the establish-
ment of the kingdom of God .

An appreciation of our spirit-
ual blessings should help each of
us every day of our Christian
life. Through these blessings we
have been separated from Ithe
people of the land . Through them
we have the assurance that we
are the sons of God. May we be
conscious of and enjoy these
spiritual blessings as we walk in
the way of the Lord!
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	 SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENTS1

These speakers are associated with the Pilgrim Department of The Dawn . Thei r
services are furnished free, upon request . Address your request to Dawn Bible
Students Association, East Rutherford, New Jersey. A visit will be arranged whe n
possible.

SAM BAKE R

Withee, Wis .

	

Aug . 1
Wausau, Wis .

	

2
Milwaukee, Wis.

	

3, 4
Chicago, Ill .

	

5
Gary, Ind .

	

6
Muncie, Ind .

	

7, 8
Bloomington, Ind .

	

10-1 5

OTIS R . BARRALL
Akron, Ohio

	

Aug . 2
Saginaw, Mich .

	

3, 4
Flint, Mich .

	

5
Jackson, Mich .

	

5
Grand Rapids, Mich .

	

7

JENS COPELAN D
Sayville, N . Y .

	

Aug . 4

O . D . DEIFE R

York, Pa .

	

Aug .2 5
Lancaster, Pa .

	

2 5

THOMAS HICK S

Allentown, Pa .

	

Aug . 2 5

LEVI JACOBS

Groton, Conn .

	

Aug . 1 8
New London, Conn .

	

1 8

A . H . KRUMPOLT

Baltimore, Md .

	

Aug 2 5
Philadelphia, Pa .

	

2 5
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L . P . LOOMI S

New Haven, Conn . Aug .2 5
Waterbury, Conn .

	

25

J . Y . MAC AULA Y

Paterson, N . J .

	

Aug . 4

H . W . PRIC E

Reading, Pa .

	

Aug . 1
Wilmington, Del .

	

2
Baltimore, Md .

	

4
Philadelphia, Pa .

	

4
West Newton, Pa .

	

5, 6
Connellsville, Pa .

	

7
Steubenville, Ohio

	

8
Bloomington, Ind .

	

10-1 5
Chicago, III .

	

1 8
Minneapolis, Minn . 19, 2 0
Havre, Mont .

	

2 1
Spokane, Wash .

	

22
Seattle, Wash .

	

23

WM . E . ROACH

Knoxville, Tenn . Aug. 16
Hendersonville, N . C. 17
East Point, Ga .

	

25
Estille, S . C .

	

26
Newport, N . C .

	

27
Littleton, N . C .

	

28
Norfolk, Va .

	

29
Richmond, Va .

	

3 0
Lynchburg, Va .

	

3 1
Blue Ridge, Va . Sept . 1

E. G . ROBERTS

Denver, Colo.

	

Aug . 1

Chicago, III .

	

3

Gary, Ind .

	

5

Muncie, Ind .

	

6

Indianapolis, Ind .

	

8

Bloomington, Ind .

	

10-1 5

New Albany, Ind .

	

1 8

Cincinnati, Ohio

	

20

Columbus, Ohio,

	

2 1

Steubenville, Ohio

	

23

Pittsburgh, Pa .

	

25

Cleveland, Ohio

	

26

Buffalo, N . Y .

	

2 7

Rochester ,N . Y .

	

28

New York, N . Y . Aug . 30-
Sept. 2

RICHARD SURAC I

Bridgeport, Conn . Aug . 4

STEPHEN SURACI

Wallingford,

	

Aug . 25

C . R . WEID A

Catawissa, Pa .

	

Aug . 4
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The listings in this schedule have been arranged by local ecclesia s
co-operating with the Dawn .

. JOHN BARACOS .
Monessen, Pa .

	

Aug . 25

NICK BARACO S
Duquesne, Pa .

	

Aug . 4
Washington, Pa .

	

1 8

L . P . BORGES
Miami, Fla .

	

Aug . 11

TED HAC K
Minneapolis, Minn .

(Cedar Ave .) Aug 1 8

EDMUND JEZUI T
Millwaukee, Wis . Aug . 1 8

LEONARD JEZUI T
Gary, Ind .

	

Aug 18

DANIEL KAZIA K
Adrian, Mich .

	

Aug . 1 8

ALBERT SHEPPELBAUM
LaSalle, III .

	

Aug . 4

L . W. ZBI K

Chatham, Ont .

	

Aug . 1 8

THE TRUTH ABOUT
IMMORTALITY
To be discussed by

"FRANK AND ERNEST"
WABI—910 kc .—12:00 noo n

SUNDAY, August 1 8

Do you know that the expression "im-
mortal soul" does not appear in th e
Bible? Hear "Frank and Ernest" on thi s
point, and send for a free copy of th e
96-page book, "Hope Beyond th e
Grave." Address :

"FRANK AND ERNEST"
Box 60, Dept. N, General Post Office

New York, N . Y.

For Your Newspaper

To the left is a suggestion fo r
a small advertisement in your loca l
newspaper This outline is designe d
for two inches in one column .

SEPTEMBER TOPIC : On Sunday,
September 15, the "Frank and
Ernest" topic will be, "The Old-
time Religion." In view of the
many conflicting theories in the
world as to what the truth of the
Gospel really is, this should be a n
interesting topic . It is a subject
which should be well advertised ,
and special circulars will be avail -
able for this purpose. These cir-
culars are furnished free in any
quantity desired. You are invite d
to order as many as you can use .
Address your request to The Dawn,
East Rutherford, New Jersey. Ask
for the September radio circular .
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'CONVENTIONS

Full information concerning programs and room reservations can be obtained b y

writing to the name listed . An asterisk (*) indicates an immersion service is bein g

planned .

SAGINAW, MICH., Aug. 4—Saginaw SAN DIEGO, CALIF ., Aug . 31-Sept. 2 —
Woman's Club, 311 North Jefferson . Temple Beth Israel, 2512 Third Avenue.
Mrs. C. A. Sundbom, 207 Alice Street. Mrs. Gilbert L. Rice, 4005 Olympi c

Street.

BLOOMINGTON, IND., Aug. 10.15 —
Bible Students General Convention.
East Hall Auditorium .

WICHITA FALLS, TEX., Aug. 17,18-Th e
Kemp Hotel, Eighth and Scott Streets .
Mrs. G. B. Wilmott, 2406 Prairie, Fort
Worth 6, Texas .

CHICAGO, ILL ., Aug . 25—Central Ma-
sonic Temple, 912 North LaSalle Street .
Mr. Adam Miskawitz, 2436 Grove Ave-
nue, Berwyn, Illinois .

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN ., Aug . 31-Sept. 2
I . O. G. T. Hall, 2922 Cedar Avenue.
Mrs . Doris Borowiec, 224 South Fifth
Street, Delano, Minnesota .

NEW YORK, N . Y ., Aug . 31-Sept. 2—
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, 50th Street an d
Park Avenue . Mr . F . S . Wassmann, 45 3
West Saddle River Road, Upper Saddl e
River, N . J .

SAGINAW, MICH ., Aug. 31-Sept. 2 —
YWCA Building, 215 South Jefferso n
Street. Mrs . C. A. Sundbom, 207 Alice
Street.

SEATTLE, WASH ., Aug . 31-Sept. 2—The
Norway Center, 300 Third Avenue West.
Mrs . John R . Keith, 22515 - 95 Place
West, Edmonds, Washington .

ALBANY, N. Y., Sept. 8

DENVER, COLO ., Sept. 21,22

BUFFALO, N. Y., Sept. 28, 29

PITTSBURGH, PA., Sept. 28, 29—Bowe r
Hill Civic League Community Center,
1600 Bower Hill Road . Mr. John Bara-
cos, 736 Dunster Street, Pittsburgh 26 .

GRAND RAPIDS, MICH ., Oct. 5, 6

WACO, TEX ., Oct. 5, 6 — Town House
Motel, Room 25, 1715 Washington Ave-
nue . Mrs. J . B . Hillhouse, 3532 Frede-
rick Avenue.

PIQUA, OHIO, Oct. 6

POTTSTOWN, PA ., Oct. 13

MILWAUKEE, WIS., Oct. 19, 2 0
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An Excellent Gif t

Especially for Children

GOD'S PROMISES COME TRU E

This is a book of Bible stories for children—forty-eight illus-
0 trated stories, many in two colors . The stories, beginnin g

with creation and including the more important episode s
recorded in both the Old and New Testaments, are tol d
in a style which makes them easily understood by children ,
and also interesting to grown-ups . Above all, they ar e
free from the traditional errors of the Dark Ages . Thi s
Gospel-pure book is appropriate for every gift occasion .

255 PAGES

	

7x10 INCHES, CLOTH BOUND

	

$2 .00

Iv-

The first of these "keys" to the Bible was written more tha n
seventy-five years ago, the last in 1904 . They continue to be th e

outstanding text books on the Bible for our day .

• The Divine Plan of the Ages, cloth, 50 cents,
ten or more 40 cents each ; paper, 30 cents,
ten or more 23 cents each .

• The Time Is at Hand, cloth, 50 cents each .

• Thy Kingdom Come, cloth, 50 cents each .

• The Battle of Armageddon, cloth, 85 cents each .

• The Atonement Between God and Man, cloth,
85 cents each .

• The New Creation, cloth, 85 cents each .

Question Books for Volumes 1-3, 10 cents each ;
Volumes 4-6, 15 cents each .

SIX VOLUMES, OVER 3,000 PAGES, CLOTH BOUND, $3 .75

Studies

in th e

Scriptures



That the church is "the temple of the living God"—peculiarl y
"his workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress
throughout the Gospel age—ever since Christ became the world' s
Redeemer and the chief corner stone of this temple, throug h
which, when finished, God's blessings shall come "to all people, "
and they find access to him .—I Cor . 3 :16, 17; Eph . 2 :20-22 ; Gen .
28 :14; Gal . 3 :2 9

That meantime the chiseling, shaping, and polishing of consecrate d
believers in Christ's atonement for sin progresses, and when th e
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall hav e
been made ready, the great Master Workman will bring al l
together in the first resurrection; and the temple shall be fille d
with his glory, and be the meeting place between God and me n
throughout the Millennium .—Rev . 15 :5- 8

That the basis of hope for the church and the world lies in th e
fact that "Jesus Christ, by the grace of God tasted death fo r
every man," "a ransom for all," and will be "the true light which
Iighteth every man that cometh into the world," "in due time . "
—Neb . 2 :9 ; John 1 :9 ; I Tim . 2 :5, 6

That the hope of the church is that she may be like her Lord ,
"see him as he is," be a "partaker of the divine nature," and
share his glory as his joint-heir.—I John 3 :2 ; John 17 :24 ; Rom .
8 :17 ; II Pet . 1 : 4

That the present mission of the church is the perfecting of th e
-aints for the future work of service to develop in herself every
grace; to be God's witness to the world ; and to prepare to be
the kings and priests in the next age .—Eph . 4 :12 ; Matt . 24 :14 ;
Rev. 1 :6 ; 20 : 6

That the hope for the world lies in the blessings of knowledg e
and opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's millennial king-
dom—the restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the will-
ing and obedient, at the hands of their Redeemer and his glorifie d
church—when all the wilfully wicked will be destroyed .—Acts 3 :
19-23 ; Isaiah 3 5

to us the

SN IPTURES
clearly teach




