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HIGHLIGHTS OF DAWN

The Bright, 
Morning Star

ON JUNE 8, 2004, THE 
world was able to observe the 
planet Venus moving across 
the face of the sun for the 
first time since 1882. In pre-
paring people for witnessing 
this rare event, the New York 
Times on May 18, 2004 pub-
lished an article in its Science 
Times section entitled, “Ve-

nus Returns for its Shining Hour.” The article said:
“The world is about to witness a rare spectacle 

that once launched expeditions to ideal vantage 
points around the globe and inspired millions of 
people to venture outside and stare at the heavens.

THE TRANSIT OF VENUS
“On June 8, people in the right places on Earth 

will be able to see Venus move across the face of the 
Sun in a kind of mini-eclipse that is visible twice 
every century or so. The last such occurrence, called 
a transit of Venus, was in 1882. It inspired an inter-
national effort to use the event to answer one of the 

“I am . . . the 
bright and 

morning star.” 
—Revelation 22:16

“Then shall the 
righteous shine 

forth as the sun in 
the kingdom of 

their Father.” 
—Matthew 13:43
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most pressing scientific questions of the day: What 
is the exact distance between the Sun and Earth?

“Although studies of the event failed to provide 
an exact answer, they did narrow the range of esti-
mates and measurements, and ushered in an era of 
investing in science as a symbol of national pres-
tige. For the last event, the United States govern-
ment mustered eight expeditions to make observa-
tions around the world, partly because Britain, 
France, Russia and other rivals did the same.

“By bouncing radar signals off the Sun and Ve-
nus and using spacecraft  measurements, scientists 
in the 1960’s calculated that the average Sun-to-
Earth distance is 92,955,859 miles, a measure 
called the astronomical unit.

“Scientists realized for centuries that if they could 
find out that number, they could use the formulas of 
the seventeenth century astronomer Johannes Ke-
pler to calculate the size of the solar system and 
the exact distances between the planets.

“‘This was the most important question of its 
day in astronomy,’ said Dr. Jay M. Pasachoff, a pro-
fessor of astronomy at Williams College. ‘And us-
ing the transits of Venus to calculate the astronom-
ical unit was the best way to do it.’

EARLIER TRANSITS
“Although transits of Venus have occurred for 

thousands of years, the first report of its subtle 
crossing of the Sun was in 1639. The transits occur 
when the orbits of Venus, Earth and the Sun put 
them into alignment along the same plane.

“Since 1639, transits have occurred in 1761, 
1769, 1874, and 1882. If someone misses the one 
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next month, there will be another opportunity on 
June 6, 2012. After that, more than a century will 
pass before the next transits in 2117 and 2125. Be-
cause of its rarity, the transit next month, best 
viewed from Europe and the Mideast, is generating 
great scientific and public interest, said Dr. Steven 
J. Dick, chief historian for the National Aeronau-
tics and Space Administration. Dr. Dick has writ-
ten extensively on the eighteenth and nineteenth 
century transits.

“‘These are truly once-in-a-lifetime events,’ Dr. 
Dick said. ‘Although the scientific importance has 
diminished, I think there will be a lot of interest 
this time among the public, based on e-mail I’ve 
seen from around the world.’

“Dr. David DeVorkin, curator of the history of 
astronomy at the National Air and Space Muse-
um, said the 1874 and 1882 transits were promi-
nently featured in newspapers and magazines. A 
carnival atmosphere pervaded Wall Street for 
the transit on December 6, 1882, with people 
crowding the area and staring up through smoked 
glass.

“‘It was a popular diversion,’ Dr. De Vorkin said. 
‘Something maybe everybody didn’t try to see, but 
everybody talked about it.’

“Scientific interest persists. Instruments aboard 
at least three Sun-watching satellites, as well as 
ground telescopes, will follow the event. Research-
ers will use Venus’ trek to test techniques and in-
struments that can be used to detect planets in 
other solar systems.

“More than 120 extrasolar planets have been 
discovered orbiting other stars, most of them huge 
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bodies found because their gravity affected the mo-
tion of their stars.”

The article then described some of the scientific 
measurements that will be attempted during this 
transit, before describing in detail where and when 
the transit could be observed:

WHERE BEST VIEW
“On Tuesday, June 8, observers lucky enough to 

view the entire transit will see Venus as a small 
black spot crossing the southern hemisphere of the 
Sun from left to right. The planet, entering the 
disc of the Sun at the eight o’clock position, will 
take six hours to cross the bright face before exit-
ing at the five o’clock position.

“Venus, appearing as a round black dot with a 
diameter one thirty-second of the Sun’s, is widely 
expected to cause a one-tenth of one percent drop in 
sunlight that reaches Earth during the event.

“Location is everything, particularly when trying 
to witness celestial events. The entire transit will be 
visible in Europe, most of Africa, the Mideast and 
most of Asia. The unlucky regions of the globe where 
the event occurs at night, and is unviewable, include 
western North America, including most of the Unit-
ed States west of the Rockies; southern Chile and 
Argentina; Hawaii; and New Zealand.

“Some regions will see just part of the transit, 
because the Sun sets while it is in progress. Those 
areas include Australia, Indonesia, Japan, the Phil-
ippines, Korea, and Southeast Asia.

“Likewise, the Sun rises with the transit in prog-
ress over eastern North America, the Caribbean, 
western Africa, and most of South America, allowing 
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observers a brief view before the event ends. How 
much early risers see will depend on the weather 
and how high the Sun rises above the horizons be-
fore Venus moves out of view.

“In New York, sunrise will be at 5:25 a.m., and 
Venus is to begin exiting the solar disc at 7:06 a.m., 
when the Sun is 17 degrees above the horizon. The 
planet’s final contact with the edge of the Sun 
should occur at 7:26 a.m., when the Sun is 20 de-
grees high. Times are similar for most cities in the 
Eastern time zone and one hour earlier in the Cen-
tral time zone. But moving West means that the 
Sun is lower on the horizon.”

Modern interest in planetary transits can be 
traced back to the German astronomer Johannes 
Kepler who predicted the transit of Venus in 1631 
by calculations. His calculations were studied by 
an English Astronomer, Jeremiah Horrocks to pre-
dict the 1639 transit. Edmund Halley, the British 
astronomer, (best known for Haley’s Comet) calcu-
lated the eighteenth century transit of 1761 and 
1769. Two naval observatory astronomers used the 
transit data they acquired in 1874 and 1882 to cal-
culate the astronomical unit measure (distance of 
the earth to the sun as 92,797,000 miles and 
92,872,000) which was adopted at the time. The 
latest value has been established as 92,955,859.

ILLUSTRATION OF SECOND PRESENCE
What is the significance of the Venus transit to 

Bible Students? It is an illustration of that most 
important event of our Lord’s return. The planet 
Venus is the brightest heavenly object to people on 
Earth after the Sun and the Moon. It appears more 
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often than any other heavenly body as the morning 
star. As the dawning of the day approaches and the 
light from the rising sun has blotted out the visibil-
ity of other heavenly bodies, the planet Venus can 
be seen poised on the horizon as a harbinger of the 
sunrise. This is an excellent natural phenomenon 
that illustrates our Lord’s return just prior to the 
sunrise ushering in the Millennial Age. Thus, Je-
sus said of himself as in our theme text, ‘I am . . . 
the bright and morning star.’

One of the rewards to be given to the faithful 
overcomers who follow Jesus is mentioned to the 
Church of Thyatira, “he that overcometh, and keep-
eth my works unto the end, . . . I will give him the 
morning star.” (Rev. 2:26,28) This is an allusion to 
the raising of the sleeping saints as described by the 
Apostle Paul after some brethren had died in the 
persecution at Thessalonica. “We do not wish you to 
be ignorant, brethren, concerning them who are 
falling asleep, lest ye be sorrowing, even as the rest 
also, who are without hope; For if we believe that 
Jesus died, and rose again,  so also will God bring 
forth with him, them who have fallen asleep through 
Jesus; For this unto you do we say, by a word of the 
Lord, that we, the living who are left unto the Pres-
ence of the Lord shall in nowise get before [precede] 
them who have fallen asleep; Because the Lord him-
self, with a word of command, with a chief messen-
ger’s voice, and with a trumpet of God shall descend 
from heaven, And  the dead in Christ shall rise first, 
After that we, the living who are left together with 
them shall be caught away, in clouds, to meet the 
Lord in the air, and thus evermore, with the Lord 
shall we be”!—I Thess. 4:13-17, Rotherham
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In the return of our Lord (as the bright morning 
star) his first executive act has been to raise from 
death those of his faithful followers. As those who 
are still living die, they are changed “in a moment, 
in the twinkling of an eye” (I Cor. 15:51,52), to join 
those who had been raised earlier. Since this is 
work done by Jesus at his Second Presence as the 
morning star, these all receive the morning star.

The Apostle Peter was telling us that he was an 
eyewitness of our Lord’s glory in the mount of trans-
figuration. He said, “Not as having followed cleverly 
devised stories made we known unto you the power 
and presence of our Lord Jesus Christ, But as hav-
ing been made spectators of his majesty. For when 
he received from God the Father honour and glory, 
A voice being borne to him such as this, by the mag-
nificent’ glory—My Son, the beloved is this, in whom 
I delight, Even this voice we heard, when out of 
heaven it was borne, We being with him in the holy 
mount. And we have more firm the prophetic word; 
Whereunto ye are doing well to take heed, As unto a 
lamp shining in a dusky place, Until day shall dawn, 
and a day-star shall arise in your hearts.”—II Peter 
1:16-19, Rotherham

We note that the Apostle is emphasizing his vi-
sion of seeing Jesus in his glory before he had died. 
(Matt. 17:9) He is using this to tell of his parousia, 
or Second Presence. Although none of us have been 
favored as he, James, and John had been, he re-
minds us that we all have the sure word of proph-
ecy and that we would do well to take heed to it in 
our hearts until his Second Presence becomes a re-
ality when the day (Millennial Day) dawns, and the 
day star arises, telling of the sunrise to come. Many 
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translators translate the day star as the morning 
star.

All of the apostles looked forward to that day 
when their Lord would return with rewards for 
their faithfulness. As the Apostle Paul approached 
the end of his good fight of faith, he said, “Hence-
forth there is laid up for me a crown of righteous-
ness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give 
me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them 
also that love his appearing.”—II Tim. 4:8

Now our Lord has returned for that purpose as 
the morning star. He is invisibly present in all his 
glory. (John 14:19) He has several roles to perform. 
As the General of Jehovah’s army he will subdue 
all enemies of righteousness. As the Chief Reaper 
in the harvest (Rev. 14:14) he comes to gather the 
wheat into the heavenly garner. He comes as the 
Bridegroom to claim his bride.—Rev. 19:7

In all of these roles Jesus is symbolized by the 
morning star, which most of the time is the planet, 
Venus. Venus is the brightest of the planets being 
closer to the sun by 26 million miles than planet 
Earth. It’s called a sister planet to Earth because 
its size and mass are close to the same as that of 
Earth. When it appears in the sky, as the dawn of 
another day approaches, it is a sure sign that the 
sun is about to rise.

ILLUSTRATION OF MORNING STAR MERGING 
WITH SUN

As Jesus ends his various roles as Chief Reaper, 
General, and Bridegroom, the Lord has used as a 
symbol an apparent merging of the planet Venus 
into the Sun. This is what occurred on June 8 as 
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the alignment of Earth, Venus, and the Sun gave 
that impression as the Sun arose. As Chief Reaper 
in the harvest, his work comes to an end as the last 
of the wheat is brought into the garner. In the pic-
ture given in Revelation it says, “He that sat on the 
cloud thrust in his sickle on the earth; and the earth 
was reaped.” (Rev. 14:16) In the parable of the wheat 
and tares presented by our Lord in Matthew 13:24-
30, more detail is given. Jesus interpreted the para-
ble by equating the gathering of wheat into the barn 
(Matthew 13:30), with Matthew 13:43—“Then shall 
the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom 
of their Father.” The sun represents the complete 
Christ—Jesus, the head, and the Church as his 
body—as in Malachi 4:2, “The Sun of righteousness 
[shall] arise with healing in his wings.”

Likewise, the role of the bridegroom seeking his 
bride comes to an end when the marriage of the 
Lamb comes as written, “Let us be glad and rejoice, 
and give honour to him: for the marriage of the 
Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready. 
And to her was granted that she should be arrayed 
in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is 
the righteousness of saints. And he saith unto me, 
Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the 
marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto 
me, These are the true sayings of God.” (Rev. 19:7-
9) Again, the apparent merging of the morning star 
into the sun is another picture of this event.

Finally, as the single strategist in the war against 
unrighteousness, our Lord goes forth as King of 
Kings, and Lord of Lords with “the armies which 
were in heaven” following “him upon white horses, 
clothed in fine linen, white and clean.” (Rev. 19:14) 
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This again is the merging of the morning star with 
the sun, and the power unleashed brings an end to 
the beast and the false prophet, and leads to the 
binding of Satan.

Our Heavenly Father has many illustrations to 
help us understand the transition that takes place 
from the darkness, evil and sin, to the light, good-
ness, and righteousness of his blessed kingdom. 
May we continue to fervently pray, “Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.” 
(Matt. 6:10) “O the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable 
are his judgments, and his ways past finding out! 
For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who 
hath been his counsellor? Or who hath first given 
to him, and it shall be recompensed unto him 
again? For of him, and through him, and to him, 
are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen.”—
Romans 11:33-36 

WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING TEXTS
AUGUST 5—“We know that all things work together 
for good to them that love God, to them who are called 
according to his purpose.”—Romans 8:28  (Z. ’00-22  
Hymn 12)
AUGUST 12—“Cleanse thou me from secret faults. 
Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins; let 
them not have dominion over me. . . . Let the words 
of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be ac-
ceptable in thy sight, O LORD, my strength and my Re-
deemer.”—Psalm 19:12-14  (Z. ’98-22  Hymn 215)
AUGUST 19—“Abstain from every form of evil.”—I 
Thessalonians 5:22 (Revised Standard Version)  (Z. ’03-
26  Hymn 150)
AUGUST 26—“Love . . . is kind.”—I Corinthians 13:4  
(Z. ’03-153  Hymn 166)
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INTERNATIONAL BIBLE STUDIES  Lesson for August 1

Foundations for 
Effective Leadership

AS THE APOSTLE PAUL BE-
gan his journeys to find the 
people of God, one of his impor-
tant duties was to help each 
new congregation attain effec-
tive and proper leadership. As 
he and Barnabas were return-
ing homeward to Antioch of 
Syria, they made stops in every 
place they had established an 

ecclesia, and assisted each ecclesia to select elders. They 
had been in Derbe (Timothy’s hometown) where Paul 
was recovering from his injuries after being stoned in 
Lystra, as we read, “When they had preached the gospel 
to that city, and had taught many, they returned again 
to Lystra, and to Iconium, and Antioch [of Pisida], Con-
firming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to 
continue in the faith, and that we must through much 
tribulation enter into the kingdom of God. And when 
they had ordained them elders in every church, and had 
prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord, 
on whom they believed.”—Acts 14:21-23

The rest of the chapter tells of the stops they made 
in the other places they visited before coming to An-
tioch of Syria. The word ‘ordained’ in verse twenty-three 
is the Greek word kirotoneo which means to elect by 

Key Verse: “Holding 
the mystery of the 

faith in a pure 
conscience.” 

—I Timothy 3:9

Selected Scripture:
I Timothy 3:1-13; 

5:17-19
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stretching forth the hand. This was the procedure em-
ployed by Paul and Barnabas as they taught each 
congregation how to select elders.

Later, Paul advised his helpers, Timothy and Titus, 
about the qualifications each congregation were to ob-
serve in the selection of elders and deacons, as servants 
in the Church. These are given in our lesson in I Timothy 
3:1-13, and in Titus 1:5-9. These qualifications are for a 
bishop—the meaning of the Greek word is overseer—and 
is equivalent to the word elder we employ for that office. 
“This is a true saying, If a man desire the office of a 
bishop, he desireth a good work. A bishop then must be 
blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of 
good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach; Not 
given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but 
patient, not a brawler, not covetous; One that ruleth well 
his own house, having his children in subjection with all 
gravity; (For if a man know not how to rule his own house, 
how shall he take care of the church of God?) Not a nov-
ice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the 
condemnation of the devil. Moreover he must have a good 
report of them which are without; lest he fall into re-
proach and the snare of the devil.”—I Tim. 3:1-7

We note that the qualifications for a deacon are the 
same, the principal difference being that an elder must 
be ‘apt to teach.’ Also, in the qualifications for a deacon, 
it is mentioned that he must “hold the mystery of the 
faith in a pure conscience,” i.e., keep hold of the deep 
truths of the faith in a clear conscience. (vs. 9) This is 
just as applicable to elders, though not mentioned be-
cause their aptness to teach must include this 
stipulation.

Finally, our lesson quotes an Old Testament law that 
the ox must not be muzzled who treads the grain (Deut. 
25:4), indicating that a good elder is worthy of honor for 
the work he does. God appreciates effective and good 
leadership, and the congregation should also. 
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Lesson for August 8

Exercise and Sacrifice
THE APOSTLE PAUL HAD 
many helpers in his ministry. 
One of these was young Timo-
thy who, as a young teenager, 
he met on his first journey, 
most likely when Timothy’s 
mother and grandmother at-
tended to Paul’s injuries after 
being stoned at Lystra on his 
first journey. On his second 
journey when he stopped in 
Derbe he found Timothy had 
grown into young manhood and 
was active in the congregation 
there. He took Timothy, along 

with Silas, and he became Paul’s helper in a remarkable 
way. When Paul would travel on to another place, he 
often left Timothy with the new congregation he had 
founded to establish that congregation. It appears that 
Timothy was left in Ephesus after Paul left that city. In 
writing to Timothy he gives his fatherly advice.

He tells him to avoid godless myths and old wives’ 
fables, but to exercise godliness. The development of 
Christian character by paying attention to the princi-
ples of God’s Word would be more beneficial to him 
than physical exercise. Since Timothy was young, there 
might be a tendency for others to look down upon him. 
Instead he was to demonstrate his faith in the living 
God whose plan of salvation will bring salvation to all 

Key Verse: 
“Godliness is 

valuable in every 
way, holding 

promise for both 
the present life and 

the life to come.” 
—I Timothy 4:8, 

New Revised 
Standard Version

 
Selected Scripture: 

I Timothy 4:1-16; 
5:1-8
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mankind, and especially to those being selected at that 
time to be followers of Christ, and who were to endure 
reproaches and suffering. He was to be “an example of 
the believers.”—vs. 12

Likewise we also are to be examples ‘of the believ-
ers’ by our speech, conduct, love, faith, and to be pure 
as possible. We have this opportunity every day as we 
mingle with people in this world. As Paul told Timothy, 
he was to continue his work of preaching scriptures, 
teaching, and prophesying. He was not to neglect the 
gift of prophecy given to him. Paying close attention to 
these things would earn for Timothy salvation, as well 
as for his hearers.

His treatment of those in the congregation was what 
was expected of a Christian. He was to have respect for 
older people as he would towards his parents. In their 
society it was difficult for a widow to support herself. 
The congregation had set up means whereby elderly 
widows would have care. But the system could be 
abused and Timothy was to watch that this wouldn’t 
happen. It was in this connection that the Apostle Paul 
gave us an important admonition. He said, “If any pro-
vide not for his own, and specially for those of his own 
house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an 
infidel.”—chap. 5:8

Those who have family responsibility must be careful 
to meet their obligations, including the older ones. An 
excellent example of this neglect occurred when the 
Pharisees neglected their elderly parents because they 
claimed to have dedicated their funds to God, calling it 
“Corban.” (Mark 7:1-13) Jesus plainly told them that 
they made the commandment “Honour thy father and 
thy mother” (Exod. 20:12) of no effect. In this manner 
they avoided their responsibility to their family. We are 
to exact utmost care that such hypocrisy does not occur 
in our Christian lives. Service to God includes service to 
our families. 
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Lesson for August 15

Grace for God’s 
Workers

PAUL WROTE THE SECOND 
epistle to Timothy while in 
prison at Rome. The emperor 
Nero was showing greater hos-
tility toward Christians. Paul 
may have realized that his time 
was drawing to a close. He ex-
presses these sentiments to-
wards the close of this epistle. 
What can he tell Timothy that 
would be helpful to him? Timo-
thy was like a son to Paul. Their 
relationship in the Lord went 
back a long ways. Paul men-

tions this at the beginning of this epistle. He wanted to 
impart to Timothy encouragement and strength, so he 
wrote, “My son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ 
Jesus. And the things that thou hast heard of me among 
many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, 
who shall be able to teach others also.” (chap. 2:1,2) He 
then used three illustrations of the Christian way. The 
first was that of a soldier who would devote himself to 
his military duties and not be involved with civilian af-
fairs, trying to please his commanding officer. The sec-
ond was that of an athlete who would not be crowned as 
a victor unless he strove to compete according to the 

Key Verse: “Study 
to shew thyself 
approved unto 

God, a workman 
that needeth not to 

be ashamed, 
rightly dividing 

the word of 
truth.” 

—II Timothy 2:15
 

Selected Scripture: 
II Timothy 2:1-15
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rules. The third was that of a farmer who labored hard 
to grow the crops and was entitled to partake of the 
fruits. Paul was hoping that Timothy would understand 
how to perform the work that had to be done through 
these illustrations.

In his own personal situation he was glad to suffer for 
the cause of Christ. Although he was shackled as a pris-
oner, he reminded Timothy that no one can shackle the 
Word of God. Paul knew that the work being done in his 
day, and continuing to our day, is the selection of those 
willing to follow Jesus by taking up their cross and de-
nying themselves. Hence he says that he is willing to 
“endure all things for the elect’s sakes,” or those chosen 
by God to be partakers of Christ’s sufferings, that these 
may “obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with 
eternal glory.”—vss. 9,10

This is a class of people who make a consecration of 
their lives and are considered to be dead with Christ. 
As Paul wrote before, “Know ye not, that so many of 
us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized 
into his death?” (Rom. 6:3) Paul writes, “It is a faith-
ful saying: For if we be dead with him, we shall also 
live with him: If we suffer, we shall also reign with 
him: if we deny him, he also will deny us: If we believe 
not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny him-
self.”—II Tim. 2:11-13

Paul then advises Timothy, “Study to shew thyself ap-
proved unto God.” He was to study God’s Word—the 
doctrine—to become completely acquainted with God’s 
plan. He was to study himself, his heart and his life. He 
was to rightly divide the word of Truth by placing scrip-
ture properly to the present or future, to natural Israel or 
spiritual Israel, or to the world. In so doing he would be 
“a workman that needeth not to be ashamed.” (vs. 15) 
We also are to apply these words given to Timothy to 
ourselves. We are to study God’s Word in every way to 
be assured we are walking in the right direction. 
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Lesson for August 22

Remaining Steadfast
IN WRITING THESE WORDS 
of advice to Timothy, the Apos-
tle Paul warns about the last 
days of this Gospel Age. They 
were not as likely to come 
while Timothy was still active 
in his ministry, but they were 
sure to come in our day. Never-
theless, these times of stress 
that were to come, also in part 
came in Timothy’s day. Paul 
describes these days as follows, 
“This know also, that in the 

last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be 
lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, 
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, un-
holy, Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false 
accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that 
are good, Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of plea-
sures more than lovers of God; Having a form of godli-
ness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn 
away.”—II Tim. 3:1-5

Such breakdown in our society has occurred at vari-
ous times and in part in the past, but not as completely 
as in these last days of the Gospel Age. Paul then goes 
on to cite situations that occurred in the time of Moses 
as he had to withstand the magicians of Pharoah’s court. 
Such enemies to God’s commandments are all around 
us and they can arise at any time to cause trouble.

Key Verse: “Watch 
thou in all things, 
endure afflictions, 
do the work of an 
evangelist, make 
full proof of thy 

ministry.” 
—II Timothy 4:5

Selected Scripture: 
II Timothy 3:1-5, 

12-17; 4:1-5
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The Apostle then tells of such men who caused him 
trouble, and he said to Timothy, “Thou hast fully known 
my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffer-
ing, charity, patience, Persecutions, afflictions, which 
came unto me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; what 
persecutions I endured: but out of them all the Lord 
delivered me. Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ 
Jesus shall suffer persecution. (vss. 10-12) Paul was re-
minding Timothy of their first acquaintance, when he 
was stoned in Lystra and left for dead. He was taken to 
Derbe where Timothy lived and, most likely, to the home 
of Timothy where his mother and grandmother tended 
to Paul’s wounds and in nursing him back to health. 
Timothy became fully acquainted with Paul’s life and 
was being reminded that persecution was to be expected 
in the Christian life.

Paul then prepared Timothy for similar experiences 
and encouraged him to look to God’s Word for help. 
He said, “Evil men and seducers shall wax worse and 
worse, deceiving, and being deceived. But continue thou 
in the things which thou hast learned and hast been as-
sured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them; And 
that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, 
which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus. All scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for re-
proof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 
That the man of God may be perfect, throughly fur-
nished unto all good works.”—vss. 13-17

The apostle then concludes his exhortation to Timothy 
to continue preaching even if the time comes when they 
won’t listen, saying in the words of our theme text, ‘Watch 
thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an 
evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.’ This is good 
advice for us as well—in particular since we are living in 
the last days of the Gospel Age, when times of stress 
come. We need, and have, the help of God’s Word. 
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Lesson for August 29

Doing the Right Thing
TITUS WAS A LOYAL HELP-
er to Paul in his ministry. Very 
little is known about his early 
Christian life. We know he was 
a Gentile Greek and was taken 
by Paul and Barnabas to Jeru-
salem for the conference they 
held with the apostles and el-
ders to decide what part of the 
Law of Israel should be ob-
served by the Gentile converts 
to Christianity. (See Gal. 2:1)  
It is not known whether he was 
a member of the Antioch church 
when Paul was brought there 

by Barnabas, or whether they found him on Cyprus and 
he returned with them to Antioch at the conclusion of 
Paul’s first journey. In any case he became a faithful 
helper to Paul, and one of his assignments during Paul’s 
third journey was to help establish congregations on the 
island of Crete.

The epistle bearing his name was written to him 
while he was on Crete doing this work. We note that 
Paul calls him “mine own son” (Titus 1:4), as he also 
addressed Timothy. This could indicate that he was a 
young man, as was Timothy, and that Paul had 
brought him into the body of Christ. The exhortations 
to Titus are very similar to those given to Timothy. 
He gave Titus the qualifications for elders as he had 

Key Verse: “Show 
yourself in all 

respects a model of 
good works and in 

your teaching 
integrity, 
gravity.” 

—Titus 2:7 New 
Revised Standard 

Version

Selected Scripture: 
Titus 2:7,8,11-14; 

3:1-10
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to Timothy. He also cautioned him against the Jews 
who resided there, and other philosophers who would 
try to sway the new Christians. He was to do good and 
by this means to stop the critics. He was not only to 
teach proper Christian behavior but to be a model to 
all. Our lives can deliver much more effective sermons 
than can our words.

Paul’s advice covered relationships with both older 
people and younger people. He stressed teaching obedi-
ence to the powers that be, and not to be disorderly. He 
also was to stress the love that God has for all men as 
demonstrated in his plan of salvation. Those being called 
of God are to be heirs according to the hope of eternal 
life. (chap. 3:4-7) The kind of teaching Titus was to do 
was explained by Paul as follows, “The grace of God that 
bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, Teaching 
us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we 
should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this pres-
ent world; Looking for that blessed hope, and the 
glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ; Who gave himself for us, that he might 
redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a 
peculiar people, zealous of good works. These things 
speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no 
man despise thee.” (chap. 2:11-15) Titus was not only to 
teach the people these things, but was to live as an ex-
ample of the believers and do the right thing.

We can be sure that Titus would do the right thing in 
his assignment at Crete. Prior to his assignment he car-
ried a letter to the Corinthian brethren in which Paul 
was hoping to explain the necessity for the harsh words 
he had written to them in his first letter. Paul was so 
busy that he couldn’t go personally, but had to send Ti-
tus. They were to meet at Troas, but both were delayed. 
A door of opportunity to preach at Troas had opened. 
Finally Titus brought good news to Paul at Philip-
pi that all was well.—II Cor. 2:12,13; 7:5-8,13-16  
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CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE 
God and Creation—Part 12

The Gift of God
THROUGH THE GREAT deception of Satan and the 
adoption of the great lie, “Ye shall not surely die” 
(Gen. 3:4), Christianity today has brought forth 
the concepts of eternal torment and purgatory. 
These two doctrines are not taught in the Word of 
God. They teach that man must choose between 
heaven and hell. However, the alternatives set be-
fore us in the Bible are not heaven and hell, but life 
and death. Death is the penalty for sin, and life is 
the gift of God. This marvelous gift was proffered 
to our first parents, and was available to them on 
condition of obedience to God’s law. They dis-
obeyed, and the penalty of death came upon them.

THE GIFT OF GOD
God’s gift of life is again available for all. Jesus 

said, “God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.” (John 
3:16) Notice that Jesus used the word ‘perish,’ 
meaning complete destruction, not torture. Except 
for God’s gift of life through Christ, the Redeemer, 
the human race would have perished, but it was 
never threatened with torment.
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Satan’s deception has been so great that it has 
robbed language of its meaning. Ordinarily every-
one would know the meaning of the words die and 
death, but Satan’s lie has been so deceptive that in 
theological circles these words are twisted to mean 
separation from God, and separation from God to 
some means torture in a fiery hell.

The Scriptures make no distinction between the 
death of beasts and man. The Bible says, “As the 
one dieth, so dieth the other; . . . All go unto one 
place; all are of the dust, and all turn to dust 
again.”—Eccles. 3:19,20

THE DESIRE TO LIVE
It is man’s earnest desire to live that makes him 

so readily susceptible to Satan’s no-death decep-
tion. Even under the abnormal conditions of sin 
and sickness and war, life is considered by most 
people a boon, a blessing, and it is hard to believe—
millions refuse to believe—that when the heart 
stops beating there is no more life. With this deter-
mination to live, mankind has fallen ready prey to 
Satan’s lie, ‘Ye shall not surely die’—‘There is no 
death.’

This human attitude toward life is one of the 
things that sets man apart from the lower animals. 
God created man with the intention that he should 
live, not temporarily, but forever. (Deut. 30:19) 
Death, therefore, was the severest penalty that 
could have been attached to sin. Little wonder that 
we should shrink from it; and it is not surprising 
that so many are willing to insist that it is not real, 
but rather that what we call death is merely a 
means of escape into another life.
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But, severe though the death penalty is, the 
Scriptures emphasize its reality. Nevertheless, the 
Bible does hold out hope for a future life. This hope 
is not predicated on the vain illusion that no one 
really dies, but on God’s promises to restore the 
dead to life. The followers of Jesus are promised a 
heavenly home with him, not because there is some 
death-proof element within them which escapes 
when the body dies, and which is whisked off to 
heaven, but because the power of God will restore 
them to life in the resurrection and exalt them to 
“glory and honour and immortality.”—Rom. 2:7

When the Prophet Job had suffered beyond the 
point of ordinary human endurance, he asked God 
to let him die. Having thus prayed for death, Job 
raised the question, “If a man die, shall he live 
again?” (Job 14:14) Job did not ask, “If a man die, 
is he really dead?” Job knew that those who die are 
dead. He asked God to let him die. This, he be-
lieved, was the only way he could be free from suf-
fering. What concerned Job was whether or not 
God would restore him to life at a later time.

Job spoke under the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit, or power of God, and answering his own 
question, he said, “All the days of my appointed 
time [in death] will I wait, till my change come, 
[then] Thou shalt call, and I will answer thee: 
thou wilt have a desire to the work of thine hands.” 
(vss. 14,15) In the New Testament Jesus confirms 
this hope of being called forth from death in God’s 
due time, using as an example the death of Laza-
rus, the brother of Martha and Mary of Bethany. 
This account is recorded in chapter eleven of John, 
verses 1 to 46.
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THE SLEEP OF DEATH
When Jesus was in the north country of Galilee, 

Lazarus became ill, and his sisters sent word to Je-
sus saying, “Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is 
sick.” (vs. 3) The sisters evidently thought when 
their Master received this information he would 
come to Bethany and to their home at once. Instead 
he waited for two days, and then announced to his 
disciples, “Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, 
that I may awake him out of sleep.” The disciples 
did not understand the intent of this remark. They 
thought Jesus referred to “taking of rest in sleep.” 
Then Jesus said to them plainly, “Lazarus is 
dead.”—vss. 11-14

A fundamental truth of the Scriptures is set 
forth in this conversation between Jesus and his 
disciples. Actually, as Jesus said, Lazarus was dead; 
but because he expected to restore him to life, Je-
sus spoke of death as being merely a sleep. The 
same is true of all mankind—the dead and those 
who will yet die—they are dead. Satan lied when 
he said, ‘Ye shall not surely die.’ This penalty for 
sin would have been eternal oblivion for all of Ad-
am’s children, except for the provision of Divine 
love through Christ, who gave himself in death as 
a substitute for the forfeited life of Adam. Paul 
wrote, “As in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall 
all be made alive.”—I Cor. 15:22

They are not actually made alive until God’s due 
time to restore the dead to life. But as God now 
looks upon those who have died he sees them as 
though they were asleep. Those who sleep are un-
conscious, and so are the dead. For those who are 
asleep we have an expectancy of an awakening, and 
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God has promised that through Christ those who 
sleep in death will also be awakened.

THE HOPE OF THE RESURRECTION
Jesus returned to Bethany, and as he approached 

the home of that little family which he so dearly 
loved, Martha met him, and said, “Lord, if thou 
hadst been here, my brother had not died.” Jesus 
replied, “Thy brother shall rise again.” (John 
11:21,23) Jesus did not tell Martha that her broth-
er was not really dead, that now he was actually 
more alive than ever. Jesus’message of comfort was 
that although Lazarus was indeed dead, he would 
be restored to life. This is the great hope of life the 
Bible holds out to all mankind.

Martha then replied to Jesus, “I know that he 
shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 
(vs. 24) The Bible reveals that the ‘last day’ is the 
final age in God’s plan for the recovery of man from 
sin and death. With this recovery program com-
pleted, endless ages of peace and joy will spread out 
before the restored human race. Martha knew that 
her brother would be restored to life in that time of 
the general resurrection, but that did not take the 
loneliness from her heart which all experience 
when they lose their loved ones.

Jesus replied to Martha again, saying, “I am the 
resurrection, and the life: he that believeth on me, 
even though he die, shall live again. And no one who 
liveth again and believeth in me shall in anywise 
die.” (vss. 25,26, Rotherham) From this wonderful 
statement we have Jesus’ own assurance that both 
believers and those who have not had a full opportu-
nity to believe in this life will be awakened from 
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death—the believers to immediate perfection of life, 
and the unbelievers to an opportunity to believe and 
live forever. A little later, Jesus awakened Lazarus 
from death as an illustration of the Divine plan for 
all mankind. We read, “Marvel not at this: for the 
hour is coming, in the which all that are in the 
graves shall hear his voice, And shall come forth; 
they that have done good [the believers], unto the 
resurrection of life: and they have have done evil, 
unto the resurrection of judgment.”—John 5:28,29, 
Revised Standard Version

There are many Bible texts to show that in the 
resurrection the faithful believers in Christ of this 
age will be rewarded with immortality—Paul uses 
the expression, “glory and honour and immortali-
ty.” (Rom. 2:7) But those who are awakened from 
death, or come forth to ‘judgment,’ will, if they 
pass through the judgment successfully, be restored 
to perfection of human life. The word judgment in 
this text translates the Greek word krisis. It means 
a test, or trial, so in that time of the general resur-
rection all mankind will be placed on probation, as 
Adam and Eve were on trial in Eden.

The great difference between the future proba-
tion period of all mankind and the trial of our first 
parents will be that the people will not then be de-
ceived by Satan, as Eve was deceived, and as all 
mankind have since been deceived by him. Then 
they will know that God spoke the truth when he 
said that death would be the penalty for sin, be-
cause they will have observed and experienced it. 
When they are awakened from death and learn 
how much time elapsed without their knowledge of 
it, they will know that they had been dead. 
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CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE

A Living Hope
THE GREEK WORD IN OUR 
text that is translated ‘live-
ly’ is, according to Strong’s 
Bible Concordance, a primi-
tive verb meaning “to live.” 
It is the same word which in 
five places in the New Tes-
tament is translated ‘quick,’ 
in the expression, “the quick 
and the dead” (II Tim. 4:1), 
meaning the living and the 
dead. The hope, to which 
Peter says we are begotten 

by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
is a living hope, not a temporary dying hope which 
vanishes with the passing of time, or changing of 
circumstances.

The begetting by the Holy Spirit of the footstep 
followers of Jesus is accomplished by the “word of 
truth.” (James 1:18) The ‘word of truth’ pertain-
ing to the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead has had much to do with our becoming spirit-
begotten sons of God. It would seem that this was 
particularly true of the Apostle Peter.

The full significance of Peter’s testimony in this 
connection is better understood and appreciated 

“Blessed be the God 
and Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, 
which according to 

his abundant 
mercy hath 

begotten us again 
unto a lively hope 

by the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ 

from the dead.” 
—I Peter 1:3
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by recalling some of the circumstances which 
caused the resurrection of Jesus to assume such an 
important place in his heart and mind. Peter was 
one of the greatly beloved disciples of Jesus, and 
called to be one of the apostles. He was thoroughly 
convinced that his Master was the promised Mes-
siah of Israel and of the world. When Jesus asked 
his disciples, “Whom say ye that I am?” it was Pe-
ter who responded, “Thou art the Christ, the Son 
of the living God.”—Matt. 16:15,16

But prior to the death and resurrection of Jesus, 
and the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, there 
was much concerning the promised Messiah that 
the disciples did not understand. They knew that 
the Messiah was to be a great king and that he would 
establish a government of peace and security 
through which Israel and the world would be blessed. 
Since Jesus was the Messiah, they were confident 
that this kingdom, or government, would be set up 
by him in Palestine, and without any undue delay.

The disciples knew that while Jesus was popular 
with many of the common people of the day, the 
religious rulers were jealous and were continually 
plotting against him. They had confidence, howev-
er, that since he was the Messiah nothing could in-
terfere with the Divine purpose which was to be 
carried out through him. They rejoiced as they 
heard him preach the Gospel of the kingdom. The 
record is that Jesus went “throughout every city 
and village, preaching and shewing the glad tidings 
of the kingdom of God: and the twelve were with 
him.”—Luke 8:1

The ‘twelve’ heard the glad tidings of the king-
dom as day-by-day, and from city-to-city, and village-
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to-village, Jesus both preached the message and 
demonstrated what the Messianic kingdom would 
do for the people. Peter must have become increas-
ingly enthusiastic and more and more convinced, 
not only that Jesus truly was the Messiah, but also 
that the kingdom blessings were already being 
poured out to those who had faith to receive them. 

What could the enemies of Jesus do against one 
who had power to heal the sick and raise the dead? 
Surely the Master had Divine power on his side to 
protect him from any harm that the scribes and 
the Pharisees might imagine they could inflict 
upon him. This was true! But what Peter did not 
realize in advance was that Jesus would voluntari-
ly surrender himself to his enemies and allow them 
to put him to death.

Seemingly, the first time Peter realized the pos-
sibility of such a tragedy as this, was when Jesus 
announced to his disciples that this is exactly what 
he intended to do. Matthew records, “From that 
time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, 
how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer 
many things of the elders and chief priests and 
scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third 
day.”—Matt. 16:21

This was disturbing to the disciples, especially to 
Peter, who endeavored to do something about it. 
The next verse says that Peter “took him, and be-
gan to rebuke him, saying, Be it far from thee, 
Lord: this shall not be unto thee.” The word re-
buke is a translation of the same Greek word as 
that translated ‘charged’ in Mark 8:30, in which 
we are told that Jesus charged his disciples “that 
they should tell no man of him.” 
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It was not, then, so much a rebuke by Peter as a 
charge, a command, forbidding Jesus to go to Jeru-
salem where his enemies could lay hands on him 
and put him to death, which he had indicated his 
intention of doing. We can imagine Peter’s concern 
in the matter! The record says that he ‘took’ Je-
sus—that is, seemingly, took him aside, and possi-
bly in his earnestness even seized his arm, and 
with emphasis told his Master that he simply must 
not do this thing, that no king had ever attained 
power and established a government by surrender-
ing to his enemies.

But Jesus rebuked Peter, saying, “Get thee be-
hind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for 
thou savourest not the things that be of God, but 
those that be of men.” (Matt. 16:23) From the hu-
man standpoint Peter’s reasoning may have been 
correct, but he was not expressing God’s viewpoint. 
He did not know that Jesus had come into the 
world to die as man’s Redeemer, and that this sac-
rifice was necessary before his kingdom of glory 
could be established.

Addressing all his disciples, Jesus added, “If 
any man will come after me, let him deny him-
self, and take up his cross, and follow me. For 
whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and who-
soever will lose his life for my sake shall find it.” 
(vss. 24,25) This was a challenge that the disci-
ples were not then fully prepared to accept, 
largely because they did not understand its full 
implications. Jesus had indicated his intention of 
sacrificing his own life. To them this was serious 
as well as mysterious, but now he had invited 
them to die with him. (Continued on page 33)
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He explained, further-
more, that those who embarked on such a volun-
tary course of sacrifice would lose their lives if 
they attempted to save them. How could the dis-
ciples understand this? It was quite beyond the 
comprehension of the natural mind.

PETER’S GROWING CONCERN
The fact that Peter was severely rebuked did not 

turn him aside from following his Master. Later, 
after they had entered Jerusalem, and had partak-
en of the Passover for the last time, Jesus told his 
disciples that they would all be offended because of 
him, and that Peter would deny him. Peter an-
swered, “Though I should die with thee, yet will I 
not deny thee.”—Matt. 26:31-35

It was in all sincerity that Peter said this. In fact, 
he intended to do his utmost to prevent Jesus from 
carrying out his plans of surrender and voluntary 
death. This becomes apparent as we consider Pe-
ter’s action when the mob came to the Garden of 
Gethsemane to arrest Jesus. Peter drew his sword 
in an attempt to prevent the arrest, and severed an 
ear from the servant of the high priest. He doubt-
less intended to sever his head.

But again Jesus thwarted Peter’s purpose, com-
manding him to put up his sword, explaining that 
if he wanted protection he could ask his Heavenly 
Father, and “more than twelve legions of angels” 
would be sent for the purpose. (vs. 53) But Jesus 
did not request the angels, and Peter could see that 
his Master was intent upon his program of surren-
der. Later he denied his Master, and was again re-
buked by him.

(Continued from page 31)
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And then Jesus was put to death. He who had 
done no wrong, who had spent his time and his 
strength “preaching and shewing the glad tidings 
of the kingdom” (Luke 8:1), was dead. What now 
would become of their kingdom prospects? Peter 
had failed to prevent the death of the Messiah, a 
death which he looked upon as a tragedy, since, as 
he saw it, it brought to an abrupt end the hope of 
seeing the kingdom established, and of participa-
tion in that kingdom.

THE RESURRECTION
The darkness that settled over the land as Jesus 

died was equaled only by the gloom and despair 
that filled the hearts of the disciples when they re-
alized that their Master was dead. During the 
hours that followed, their minds probably turned 
from one happy event to another that they had ex-
perienced with Jesus as they witnessed the joy of 
those to whom he preached and showed the king-
dom. Was this just a dream, pleasant for a while 
but now turned into a nightmare?

Thus a night and a day and another night passed, 
with no explanation to soothe their perplexed and 
broken hearts. But then, startling news reached 
them. The women who went early to the tomb 
learned that Jesus had been raised from the dead. 
“Go quickly and tell his disciples” they were in-
structed. (Matt. 28:7) Then a special commission, 
“And [tell] Peter.” (Mark 16:7) When they heard 
the news, Peter and John “ran both together” to 
the tomb to verify the report.—John 20:3,4

Verse nine gives us the amazing information 
that the disciples did not yet know the scripture 
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that Jesus would rise from the dead. Actually, Jesus 
had told them several times that he would be raised 
from the dead, and that it would take place on the 
“third day.” (Matt. 16:21) Apparently they had been 
so shocked by Jesus’ announcement that he expect-
ed to be put to death that they did not take seriously 
what he had said concerning the resurrection. Their 
hopes were dashed when he was crucified! No won-
der they ‘ran’ to the tomb when they heard the re-
port that he was raised from the dead!

Some of them seemed to have a vague recollection 
that Jesus had said something about the resurrec-
tion. When he met two of them on the way to Em-
maus and they told him the cause of their sadness, 
they added that it was now the “third day” since 
these things had happened, as though they had 
thought it possible that he might return on the third 
day. (Luke 24:21) But this hope was not a bright one. 
To them the Messiah was dead, and with his death 
their hope of the kingdom had been snuffed out.

They soon became convinced, that Jesus actually 
had been raised from the dead. But their associa-
tion with him was far different than it was before. 
They seldom saw him, and when they did, he did 
not remain long with them. During one of his ap-
pearances he had a heart-searching talk with Pe-
ter, commissioning him to feed his sheep and his 
lambs. But just how to do this Peter did not seem 
to know, nor did Jesus explain.

Previously, and soon after they were called to 
follow Jesus, he had sent them out into the world 
to preach the glad tidings of the kingdom, even 
as he was then doing. But now what were they to 
do? He gave them no instructions—not until he 



36 THE DAWN  

appeared to them for the last time before his as-
cension. Then his commission was to tarry at Jeru-
salem until they received the Holy Spirit, after 
which they were to be his witnesses unto the ut-
termost parts of the earth.—Acts 1:4-8

This was fairly definite, but even then they were 
to tarry. However, they did not tarry long. Jesus ful-
filled his promise. The Holy Spirit was poured out 
upon them, and almost instantly they saw the mean-
ing of all that had happened during the last fifty 
days. Peter acted as spokesman—the man who 
charged Jesus not to go to Jerusalem to be arrested 
and killed; Peter, who drew his sword to make sure 
that his charge was carried out; whose hope in Jesus 
and in the kingdom was blasted by the crucifixion—
stood up on the Day of Pentecost and explained the 
necessity for Jesus’ death, and quoted a prophecy 
from the Old Testament, which foretold both the 
death and resurrection of Jesus.—Ps. 16:10

PETER CONVERTED
In the upper room on the night before Jesus was 

crucified he said to Peter, “When thou art convert-
ed, strengthen thy brethren.” (Luke 22:32) Peter 
was now ‘converted.’ The Holy Spirit had revealed 
to his sincere heart and mind the completely wrong 
viewpoint he had entertained which had caused 
him to oppose his Master and endeavor to hinder 
the carrying out of the Divine plan. And now that 
he saw the true meaning of Christ’s suffering and 
death, and grasped also the intent of Jesus’ invita-
tion to his disciples to take up their cross and fol-
low him, he was prepared to fulfill the commission 
to ‘strengthen’ his brethren.
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In Peter’s first epistle we find one of his out-
standing efforts to strengthen his brethren, not 
merely in a general way, but particularly in con-
nection with their privilege of suffering and dying 
with Jesus. In verses ten and eleven of the open-
ing chapter he establishes the fact that the “suf-
ferings of Christ” had been foretold by the Old 
Testament prophets, and throughout the epistle 
he emphasizes that the followers of Jesus partici-
pate in these foretold sufferings—that this is the 
will of God for them.

How appropriately and effectively he intro-
duces this subject! This fearless disciple, whose 
whole being rebelled against the idea of his Mas-
ter suffering and dying when he had done no 
wrong, speaks of the “abundant mercy” of the 
Heavenly Father in continuing to deal with him 
despite his error and his opposition—mercy man-
ifested in begetting him again to a living hope 
“by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead.”—I Pet. 1:3

When we are begotten by the Spirit as New 
Creatures, it is, of course, a begetting “again, not 
of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible.” (vs. 23) 
But the word ‘again’ is especially fitting in Pe-
ter’s experience. True, he was not a New Crea-
ture until he was converted and enlightened by 
the Holy Spirit. But he did have a hope, the hope 
of the kingdom, the hope of sharing with his 
Master, the Messiah and King in that kingdom. 
But that hope died when Jesus was crucified, and 
only the resurrection of Jesus, together with the 
enlightenment of the Holy Spirit, gave it to him 
again.
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Now it was a better hope. It was a living hope 
that would continue to live and shine the brighter 
amidst the storms of persecution and the death-
dealing opposition of the children of darkness. This 
glorious kingdom hope was not now dependent 
upon temporal success and earthly glory. It was a 
hope that shone the brighter as the joys and com-
forts of life faded, a hope that could no longer be 
dimmed by the darkness of circumstances which 
might settle down upon his life. 

Peter explains further in the verse following our 
text, this ‘begotten’ again hope was “To an inheri-
tance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away, reserved in heaven for us.” (vs. 4, Mar-
ginal Translation) When Peter was following Jesus 
up and down the country, as he went from city-to-
city and village-to-village “preaching and shewing 
the glad tidings of the kingdom” (Luke 8:1) he knew 
nothing of the heavenly inheritance. He thought of 
the kingdom as being entirely earthly. He visualized 
himself associated with Jesus as a man—a fisher-
man exalted to the rank of an associate king. 

But now the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead and the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit 
had opened up this entirely new, heavenly vista be-
fore him. He knew now what Jesus meant when he 
spoke of saving his life by losing it. Jesus had sacri-
ficed his life, but had been raised from the dead 
and highly exalted to the Divine nature, above an-
gels and principalities and powers. And now Peter 
was setting his affections upon the same glorious 
things above, rejoicing in a living hope, the hope of 
‘an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and 
that fadeth not away.’
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“THE JUST FOR THE UNJUST”
Now Peter could understand why Jesus was put 

to death although he had done no wrong. If Jesus 
had done wrong, his death would not have been ac-
ceptable for the redemption of the world. He had to 
die “the just for the unjust” (I Pet. 3:18), otherwise 
he could not bring us, and mankind in general, into 
at-one-ment with his Heavenly Father. Now that 
Peter understood this, his whole viewpoint on 
Christian suffering had changed. That against 
which he once rebelled, he now accepted with 
thanksgiving. 

In chapter two, verses twenty and twenty-one, 
of this first epistle, we read, “What glory is it, if, 
when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it 
patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, 
ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God. For 
even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also 
suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye 
should follow his steps.” When Peter heard Jesus’ 
invitation, “Take up your cross and follow me,”  he 
was not impressed. In fact, he was so intent upon 
preventing Jesus from bearing the cross that he 
gave little consideration to the invitation. To him, 
the whole idea of suffering and dying for doing 
good seemed wrong and unnecessary.

But now he was converted. Not only did he see 
this matter in its true light, but because of his own 
experiences he was able, as Jesus had commis-
sioned, to strengthen the brethren. He writes, 
“Who is he that will harm you, if ye be followers of 
that which is good? But and if ye suffer for righ-
teousness’ sake, happy are ye: and be not afraid of 
their terror, neither be troubled.”—I Pet. 3:13,14
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No longer did Peter see the death of Jesus as a 
tragedy. He knew, of course, that his enemies had 
spat upon him, placed a crown of thorns upon him, 
and flogged him. He knew that they had hung him 
upon a cross until he died. But Peter also now knew 
that they had not harmed Jesus. He had surren-
dered to his enemies, and they had put him to 
death, but God had raised him from the dead. He 
had lost his life; but in losing it sacrificially he had 
gloriously saved it. 

Peter knew that this also would be true of every 
faithful follower of the Master.

As a New Creature in Christ Jesus no one can 
harm you, is Peter’s assurance. They may “say all 
manner of evil against you.” (Matt. 5:11) They may 
threaten, even imprison you, or put you to death. But 
that will not harm you. It will only help you enter 
into your inheritance that fadeth not away with the 
loss of earthly joys and life. But with such loss, your 
living hope is translated into a glorious reality.

“THINK IT NOT STRANGE”
“Beloved,” wrote Peter, “think it not strange 

concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as 
though some strange thing happened unto you: 
But rejoice, in as much as ye are partakers of 
Christ’s sufferings; that, when his glory shall be 
revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy.” 
(I Pet. 4:12,13) How this must have strengthened 
the brethren of the Early Church, even as it en-
courages us today! It is only as we lose sight of 
our living hope of the inheritance that is reserved 
in heaven for us that we think our suffering as 
Christians is strange. Otherwise we rejoice in 
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this evidence that the “spirit of glory and of God” 
is resting upon us.—vs. 14

“Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty 
hand of God,” Peter continues, “that he may exalt 
you in due time.” (ch. 5:6) What height of salvation 
is involved in entering into our glorious inheritance 
for which we now have such a living hope! “Be thou 
faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of 
life,” Jesus said. (Rev. 2:10) “To him that overco-
meth will I grant to sit with me in my throne,” he 
also promised. (Rev. 3:21) But this exaltation is 
conditional upon humbling ourselves under the 
mighty hand of God.

What a strengthening thought this is! Our suf-
ferings are not due to the individuals or circum-
stances with which they may seem to be directly 
associated. When the plan of one of Judah’s kings 
was thwarted, God said, “This thing is from me.” (I 
Kings 12:24) So it is with all of our experiences as 
New Creatures in Christ Jesus. It is God who is 
permitting our fiery trials, his hand that is pouring 
the cup of which we have the privilege of partak-
ing. His mighty but loving hand was upon Jesus to 
test him; and it is so with us. 

‘Think it not strange’ then when the fiery trials 
seem to increase and become greater than we can 
bear. Let us remember, rather, that it is under 
God’s hand that they come upon us. ‘This thing is 
from me,’ he is saying; and realizing this, let us 
humble ourselves and accept his providences in the 
spirit of thankfulness, knowing that the ‘spirit of 
glory and of God’ resteth on us. 

It is not without reason after admonishing us to 
humble ourselves under the mighty hand of God, 
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that Peter writes, “Casting all your care upon him; 
for he careth for you.” (ch. 5:7) Since, by faith, we 
are endeavoring humbly to accept every experience 
of life as being by Divine permission and overrul-
ing, we also are privileged to claim his promises of 
grace to help in every time of need.

The LORD tries us, but knows that in order to 
pass through the tests victoriously, we will need 
his help. He is not testing our endurance accord-
ing to the flesh. He is trying our hearts. Our flesh 
shrinks from these fiery trials, but if we continue 
to humble ourselves under his mighty hand, we 
can also cast all our care upon him. David wrote, 
“Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he 
shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the 
LORD.”—Ps. 27:14

We do not cast our care upon the LORD with the 
expectation that he will protect us from trials. We 
know that our outward man must perish ere the 
living hope of our inheritance, which is reserved in 
heaven for us, can mature into reality. It is not 
pleasant for the flesh to perish, but in casting our 
care upon the LORD we do so with the assurance 
that his wisdom knows just how to regulate our tri-
als, and to temper the heat involved.

Most important is the fact that in casting our 
care upon the LORD we keep our minds and 
hearts alert to his abundant mercy in begetting 
us to such a living hope, a hope that fadeth not 
away, a hope of joys to come which in itself will 
give strength to endure the “light affliction[s]” 
which are “but for a moment,” knowing that if 
faithful we will soon enter into an “eternal weight 
of glory.”—II Cor. 4:17 
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CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE

Trials Essential 
to Character 
Development

ALL THOSE WHO HAVE 
been called by the LORD 
during this Gospel Age are 
called with what the Apos-
tle Paul styles the “high 
calling” (Phil. 3:14), the 

“heavenly calling.” (Heb. 3:1) This is a call to 
share with Jesus in his glory, honor, and immor-
tality; but the call is not the final decision on the 
matter—it is merely an invitation with certain 
definite conditions.

We are called not only to righteousness, but to 
walk in the Master’s footsteps of suffering and 
self-sacrifice. These are the only terms on which 
any are received as disciples of Christ. We under-
stand the Scriptures to teach that during the 
Millennial Age there will be other terms of ac-
ceptance with God offered to the world. But there 
are no conditions offered now other than those of 

“My brethren, 
count it all joy 

when ye fall into 
divers 

temptations.” 
—James 1:2



44 THE DAWN  

becoming followers and disciples of Jesus, to walk 
as he walked. 

The Apostle James intimates that ‘temptations’ 
will overtake these followers of Christ, into which 
they may fall, as into a snare. As with an army, 
traps are set by the enemy, so the great Adversary 
sets traps and snares for us. He endeavors to mis-
guide our minds and to lead us away from proper 
conceptions of Truth and righteousness. We should 
be very careful to avoid his snares.

Nevertheless, in spite of diligence, we may fall 
into a trap. The apostle says we are to rejoice when 
we fall into various temptations—not that we are 
to rejoice if we fall into sin when tempted, but to 
rejoice if we find ourselves suddenly precipitated 
into temptation.

Temptation is not sin. If we could but keep in 
mind the fact that every temptation, every trial, 
every persecution, every difficulty in life permitted 
to come upon us who have made a covenant of sac-
rifice with the Lord, is intended to prove us, to test 
our love, to see whether or not our characters are 
fixed, rooted, and grounded in righteousness. If we 
are built up in love, it would put all these trials, 
difficulties, and temptations in a new light before 
us, and greatly assist us in fighting a good fight, 
and overcoming. 

When we find ourselves suddenly in temptation 
or trial, we should say, “If by these temptations or 
trials the Lord is proving my love and devotion to 
him, then however trifling they may be, or however 
important, I will diligently use them as favorable 
opportunities to demonstrate to my Lord the full-
ness of my love and devotion to him and his cause. 
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I must fight a good fight against the world, the 
flesh, and the Adversary whatever it might be that 
had brought the snare.”

Thus viewed, and thus met, we can rejoice in 
every such experience. Every trial and difficulty 
will prove a blessing; for we shall have an oppor-
tunity to show the Lord that we will endure, and 
not compromise his cause, or our own position as 
his servants.

We can rejoice also because we know that under 
such trials, if we overcome, our characters will 
make advancements toward crystallization. We 
know that the Lord will not let us fall into any 
temptation which he would not cause to work out 
for us a blessing if we are wholly loyal to him. Let 
us dwell often upon the words of the apostles, 
“Greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need 
be, ye are in heaviness through manifold tempta-
tions: That the trial of your faith, being much more 
precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be 
tried with fire, might be found unto praise and 
honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ.” 
“Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for 
when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, 
which the Lord hath promised to them that love 
him.” “Our light affliction, which is but for a mo-
ment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory.”—I Pet. 1:6,7; James 1:12; 
II Cor. 4:17

HE “THAT ENDURETH”
We are assured that those who love the Lord, 

and who because of this will receive the kingdom, 
will be those whose love will have been tested by 
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trials and temptations along the way. Those who 
do not love the Lord with all their heart—in whom 
self or some other idol has first place—will be se-
duced by the world, the flesh, or the Adversary, in 
some form of rebellion against the Divine Word or 
Divine providence.

They will have schemes and theories that they 
will prefer to the Lord’s plan. These, when ana-
lyzed, will usually be found to be based either upon 
selfishness or upon ambition or an evil spirit of 
envy, hatred, etc. The Lord’s leading and the Lord’s 
words lose their attraction to such, and they lose 
their interest correspondingly. Like those who 
turned away from the Lord at the First Advent, 
declaring, “This is an hard saying,” they “walked 
no more with him.”—John 6:60,66

As there are some substances that are short and 
brittle, so are there some that have fiber strength, 
endurance. The Lord chooses for himself such 
characters as have the strong, enduring qualities—
fortitude, patience, and long-suffering. There are 
some who walk close to the Lord, who will not be 
driven from him by any of the arts and wiles of the 
Adversary. They are at heart fully with the Lord. 
They follow wherever the Lord may lead, because 
they have no will except the will of God. These will 
follow the Lord in the narrow way of trial, disci-
pline, and testings during the present life, and by 
and by, as he has declared, “They shall walk with 
me in white: for they are worthy.”—Rev. 3:4

He who escapes all trials and temptations and 
difficulties has every reason to doubt that he is re-
ally in relationship to God as a son. If he were a 
son, the Lord would surely find it necessary to give 
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him trials and difficulties. If he does not have these, 
he should go to the Father and make sure that 
there is no impediment on his part and make sure 
that he has put himself in the proper place where 
he can be prepared for the kingdom. “Whom the 
Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every 
son whom he receiveth.”—Heb. 12:6

FAILURES AS STEPPING-STONES
All will rejoice when the testings are over and we 

are accepted as overcomers to share with the Lord 
in his throne. But patience, trust, and love must 
first do a refining work in our hearts, making us 
mellow, submissive, and obedient to God. Let the 
good work go on! Let us rejoice if our trials have 
made us stronger in character, more humble, and 
Christlike, more aware of our blemishes and im-
perfections, more watchful and earnest in our en-
deavors to correct them so far as possible.

Even the conflicts in which we have had only par-
tial victory may have resulted in blessings to us. 
Even in those experiences where we have suffered 
absolute failure there may be, through the humilia-
tion and pain of defeat, a strengthening of our char-
acter. There must be a firm determination for great-
er watchfulness in that direction, and a more fer-
vent prayer for the Lord’s sustaining grace, the need 
of which has been more deeply impressed upon our 
hearts. Thus even failures may become stepping-
stones by which we rise toward God and heaven. 
Only “through much tribulation” shall we enter the 
kingdom of heaven at all.—Acts 14:22 

If, therefore, the Lord’s people find themselves 
involved in temptations, tribulations, instead of 
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feeling downcast they are to rejoice and say, “These 
are evidences that the Lord is preparing me for a 
place in the kingdom.” This should give one courage 
to fight the good fight against the world, the flesh, 
and the Adversary. The flesh is suffering, but the 
new mind, the new will, has this joy; and the New 
Creature can rejoice, knowing that these trials are 
not for his harm, but for his good.—I Pet. 4:13

A WAY OF ESCAPE 
The Heavenly Father will, with every tempta-

tion, provide a way of escape. Hence, when we find 
ourselves in difficulty we are to say, The Heavenly 
Father is permitting this trial—the Lord Jesus will 
help me, and so I will rejoice in the fact that the 
Lord will not allow me to be overthrown; for he has 
promised that “all things” shall work out for my 
“good.” —Rom. 8:28

As our text expressly says, we are to count it all 
joy when we ‘fall’ into temptations, not when we 
walk into them. We are not to seek temptations. In 
our own fallen condition and that of those around 
us, with the Adversary alert to harm us, we know 
that there will be plenty of temptations without 
our walking into them. But if we fall into tempta-
tion we are to say, I have been striving against this 
thing, but the Lord has permitted it, and there 
must, therefore, come some blessing out of it for 
me. Even the temptations that come through neg-
ligence are not to be disesteemed. Some of our 
greatest lessons in carefulness have resulted from 
the effect of our own carelessness.

Our joy is largely dependent upon our study of 
the Word, and knowledge of the precious promises 
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contained therein for those who overcome. The 
Lord wants those who will endure a great fight of 
afflictions patiently, though the temptations con-
tinue long and tribulations become more and more 
severe. But if they should lose faith, all their previ-
ous good resolutions and standing for the right 
would not make them overcomers. 

These trials are intended to develop in us pa-
tience, deeply ingrained. We are building character 
for all eternity, and patience could not be thus de-
veloped and maintained except by repeated diffi-
culties and tests. We should resolve to be stronger 
and firmer in building the character likeness of our 
Heavenly Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ.

A WORD OF WARNING
To those who are of this anointed company, and 

who are striving to attain the glory promised to the 
faithful followers of Christ, the Apostle Peter is-
sues a word of warning. In the first chapter of his 
second epistle he urges the church to add qualities 
of character preparation that thus they may be fit-
ted for the glorious things that God has promised 
to the faithful. He specifies faith as the primary 
qualification. To this he says we are to add forti-
tude, knowledge, self-control, patience, godliness, 
brotherly kindness, and a broad, generous love for 
all mankind. (vss. 5-7) The reason the Scriptures 
declare that our judgment will be according to our 
faith is that while in the flesh we shall never be 
able to perform works that God could approve.

What God approves is the New Creature. By ex-
ercising faith and by demonstrating loyalty, these 
New Creatures will be able to please him, and to 
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work out the proper character as enjoined in his 
Word, developing the fruits and graces of the Holy 
Spirit. “If ye do these things, ye shall never fall: 
For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you 
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”—vss. 10,11

Faith is necessary all along the line. Without 
faith we could not have courage to go on. If we did 
not have faith what would be our source of encour-
agement? When Peter says ‘ye shall never fall,’ he 
was speaking of the position to which we have been 
invited and to which invitation we respond. We 
were called to be joint-heirs with our Lord. If we 
are obedient to the Word of the Lord and are prop-
erly exercised by the experiences which are given 
us in the school of Christ, we shall gain his approv-
al; for faithful is he that hath called us. (I Thess. 
5:24) If there is a fall in our case, it will be due to 
failure to do our part. If we fail to cultivate charac-
ter we shall fail to gain the kingdom.

CAUSES INDUCING A FALL
Among those who fall, some fall more seriously 

than others. Those who fail to go on will receive 
certain tests that determine whether they turn 
back to the world or continue in the narrow way. 
Some fail in that they do not manifest sufficient 
zeal. These will come through great tribulation. If 
by these experiences they are brought to a full loy-
alty to the Lord, they will be granted everlasting 
life, but not on so high a plane as if they had not 
failed in their manifestation of zeal for the Lord, 
and of faith, energy, and perseverance in doing the 
Lord’s will.
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Again, for lack of zeal in the Lord’s service, or 
from cultivating a spirit of bitterness, one may de-
teriorate until he becomes an enemy of the Lord, 
loving sin rather than righteousness. As an oppo-
nent of God, such a one would suffer a complete 
fall. But those who have a temporary fall, and who 
afterwards overcome in the trials that the Lord 
will allow to come upon them, thus showing their 
loyalty to him, will be fully recovered.

Those who completely fail can never be recov-
ered. (Heb. 6:6) Such will lose everything. They 
had sacrificed their human hopes before they could 
be accepted at first; therefore their falling away 
from this condition of a New Creature will be a 
hopeless fall. The fall of such, will be far worse 
than the fall of Adam, whose fall resulted from 
having only limited knowledge and lack of experi-
ence in the results of evil; whereas these have come 
to a clear knowledge of the Truth and have experi-
enced a share in the redemption. The falling away 
of such would mean a fearful looking for of judg-
ment and fiery indignation—of destruction as en-
emies of God. Adam had only a small knowledge of 
the grace of God, and therefore is to be redeemed 
and ultimately restored, if he will come into har-
mony with God. Let us take heed to our ways. Let 
us earnestly cultivate the fruits of the Spirit. 

“May my cry come before you, O Lord; give me 
understanding according to your word. 

“May my supplication come before you; deliver 
me according to your promise.

“May my lips overflow with praise, for you teach 
me your decrees.”

—Psalm 119:169-171, New International Version
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CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE

Power from on 
High

REFERENCE IS MADE 
here to the power of God, 
his Holy Spirit, through 
our risen Lord Jesus. The 
Apostle Peter’s words on 
the Day of Pentecost con-
cerning the manifestation 
of this holy power are, 
“This Jesus hath God raised 

up, whereof we all are witnesses. Therefore be-
ing by the right hand of God exalted, and having 
received of the Father the promise of the Holy 
Spirit, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see 
and hear.”—Acts 2:32,33

Before that very important event at Pentecost, holy 
men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Spirit, without understanding the full meaning of 
their speech. On the Day of Pentecost, there began 
a wonderful illumination respecting the under-
standing of Divine truths. Nothing like this had ever 
happened before. This was the beginning of the 
church—spiritual Israel, the body of Christ of which 

“Behold, I send the 
promise of my 

Father upon you: 
but tarry ye in the 
city of Jerusalem, 
until ye be endued 

with power from on 
high.” 

—Luke 24:49
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Jesus is the Head—and this was done through the 
power of the Holy  Spirit.

All of the LORD’s true people since those early 
days who have come into fellowship in living 
union with Jesus have also come under the same 
influence, or anointing, of the Holy  Spirit. By 
this Holy Spirit, and its illumination upon the 
inspired Word of God, all such have, by Divine 
grace, been begotten to the spirit nature, and 
have become heirs of all the exceeding great and 
precious promises of God which belong to the 
body members of Christ.

THE SPIRIT OF THE WORLD
We know something about the spirit of the world, 

which, for the Lord’s people, is an opposing influ-
ence. With this spirit of power of the world all around 
us, and pressing hard upon us on all sides, we need 
always to be on the alert. There is great power be-
longing to the world.

But where is the power to prevent war and es-
tablish lasting peace, to create “new heavens and 
a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness”? 
(II Pet. 3:13) Where is the power to raise to life 
all who are “in the graves” (John 5:28), and com-
pletely eliminate from the earth all sickness, sor-
row, pain, and death? The power to accomplish 
all this is centered in our Heavenly Father, and 
this power will accomplish all these wonderful 
blessings, and very many more glorious outwork-
ings, according to God’s great eternal purpose in 
Christ Jesus.

Concerning the power of the world, it is interest-
ing to note that Satan once offered Jesus all the 
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power and glory of the kingdoms of this world. 
This was one of Satan’s temptations. (Luke 4:5-8) 
Jesus, who was fully consecrated to do his Father’s 
will even unto death, determined not to receive 
such power. For what would that be worth com-
pared with holy, spiritual realities which are ener-
gized by the power of God’s Holy Spirit?

Our Lord Jesus valued the Holy Spirit of God, 
and so do all true followers of Jesus. It was in the 
power of the Holy Spirit that our dear Redeemer 
overcame the world, the flesh, and the Adversary; 
and only through the power of the Holy Spirit can 
we do likewise. To quote from Acts 19:2, “Have ye 
received the Holy Spirit since ye believed?” If we 
have any doubt on this matter each one of us could 
ask two main questions:

1. Did I ever realize my need of a Savior, and ac-
cept Jesus as my personal Lord and Redeemer, 
through whom alone I can have access to the Heav-
enly Father, and become acceptable to him?

2. Did I ever fully consecrate my life, time, tal-
ents, influence, will, and all to God?

If our answers are yes to these two questions, and 
if we have the witness of the Spirit and are continu-
ing to thus exercise the necessary implicit faith, and 
loyal, zealous obedience toward God, as directed in 
his Word, then we have of a surety been accepted in 
the Beloved by the Heavenly Father, and have been 
begotten by the Holy Spirit.

The world, the flesh, and the Adversary energeti-
cally oppose this process of the Holy Spirit, but “If 
God be for us, who can be against us?” (Rom. 8:31) 
Truly the natural mind cannot understand these 
things of the  Spirit. (I Cor. 2:14) “If the Spirit of 
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him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in 
you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall 
also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that 
dwelleth in you.”—Rom. 8:11

PROOF
What evidence, or proof, have we that the Holy 

Spirit is dwelling and working within us? In an-
swer to this question, and for our individual en-
couragement, here are some evidences:

As branches of the true vine we are being pruned, 
or cleansed. Continually we are passing through 
such experiences as are removing from us the flesh-
ly tendencies—anger, malice, hatred, envy, strife, 
selfishness, and all other qualities contrary to the 
Holy Spirit.

We are being separated from the world. “What-
soever is begotten of God [begotten by the Holy 
Spirit] overcometh the world.” (I John 5:4, Ameri-
can Standard Version) We are out of harmony with 
the world, and in conflict with its aims, hopes, am-
bitions, and its general spirit, for no one can be an 
overcomer of the world who is conformed to it.

We, also, are embracing and rejoicing in all the 
exceeding great and precious promises of God 
which relate to the heavenly inheritance and its fu-
ture glorious work. We are also rejoicing in the ex-
perience that every trial of faith brings patience, 
and perseverance, together with every victory in 
such trials.

We are experiencing all joy and peace in believ-
ing and “abound[ing] in hope, through the power 
of the Holy Spirit.” (Rom. 15:13) “The love of God 
is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit 
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which is given unto us.” (Rom. 5:5) We mind the 
things of the Spirit and not the things of the flesh; 
and “seek those things which are above, where 
Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.” We set 
our “affection on things above, not on things on 
the earth.”—Col. 3:1,2

Our hearts are so devoted to the Lord and his 
Word that we take pleasure on every suitable oc-
casion in acknowledging Jesus as our Lord and 
Redeemer, and in shining “As lights in the world; 
Holding forth the word of life.” (Phil. 2:15,16) 
There is a growth in Christlikeness. But concern-
ing our weaknesses and shortcomings, we are glad 
and very grateful that full provision has been 
made for us in this respect. “If we confess our 
sins, he [our Father] is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrigh-
teousness.”—I John 1:9

It is a joyful experience to know unmistakably 
that we are being taught of God through his precious 
Word. We confidently and joyfully can explain, “We 
have received, not the spirit of the world, but the 
spirit which is of God; that we might know the things 
that are freely given to us of God.”—I Cor. 2:12

As footstep followers of Jesus, “We are buried 
with him by baptism into death. That like as Christ 
was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Fa-
ther, even so we also should walk in newness of life.” 
(Rom. 6:4) This is also by the power of the Holy  
Spirit. Our will now is the LORD’s will. The new 
spiritual mind is to grow and develop, and be made 
manifest in the first resurrection. “If ye through 
the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall 
live.”—Rom. 8:13



AUGUST 2004 57

“The flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit 
against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the 
other.” (Gal. 5:17) There is a conflict between the 
fleshly mind and the new mind. The human, fleshly 
mind is to be put to death. Put off “the old man,” and 
put on “the new man.” (Eph. 4:22,24) “Though our 
outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed 
day by day.” (II Cor. 4:16) This inner man is richly en-
ergized by the Holy Spirit. We “are kept [guarded] by 
the power of God through faith.”—I Pet. 1:5

MIGHTY POWER
“Strengthen yourselves in the Lord, and in his 

mighty power.” (Eph. 6:10, Wilson’s Emphatic 
Diaglott) By Divine grace we are “Strengthened 
with might by his Spirit in the inner man” (Eph. 
3:16); indeed, “Strengthened with all might, ac-
cording to his [God’s] glorious power.” (Col. 1:11) 
We are to go on to know  “the exceeding greatness 
of his power to usward who believe, according to 
the working of his mighty power, Which he 
wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the 
dead, and set him at his own right hand in the 
heavenly places.”—Eph. 1:19,20

We are to fully believe that God’s “divine power 
hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life 
and godliness.” (II Pet. 1:3) What more then is re-
quired, other than our own faith and obedience? 
For he is able to do for us “Exceeding abundantly 
above all that we ask or think, according to the 
power that worketh in us.”—Eph. 3:20

TAKE HEED
It is for us, as body members of Christ, to expe-

rience daily a precious living union with our Father 
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in heaven by the power of the Holy Spirit. We are 
urged not to depart form this living union. In He-
brews, chapters 3 and 4, we, as spiritual Israel-
ites, are warned not to follow the same example of 
unbelief and disobedience of natural Israel, and 
thus depart from God. “Take heed, brethren, lest 
there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in 
departing from the living God.”—Heb. 3:12

To indulge in unbelief, unfaithfulness, or evil 
in any form leads to alienation from God; a ‘de-
parting from the living God.’ The word preached 
to natural Israel “did not profit them, not being 
mixed with faith in them that heard it.” (Heb. 
4:2) They rejected and despised it. “With many 
of them God was not well pleased: for they were 
overthrown in the wilderness. Now these things 
were our examples.” (I Cor. 10:5,6) Based upon 
the examples of natural Israel of old, the apostle 
urges us to be on guard, lest we should fall from 
the LORD’s favor and fail to enter the heavenly 
Canaan.

“Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed 
lest he fall.” (I Cor. 10:12) We should remember 
that we are not strong of ourselves, but strong in 
the LORD, in his mighty power; and an increas-
ing measure of God’s Holy Spirit. The words of 
Jesus are, “If ye then, being evil, know how to 
give good gifts unto your children: how much 
more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit to them that ask him?” (Luke 11:13) Let 
us ask our Father accordingly, so that we may 
“be filled with the Spirit.” (Eph. 5:18) This will, 
of course, involve our being emptied more and 
more of self. 
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VINEYARD ECHOES

The Italian Brethren 
Assemble 

A report by Bro. Joe Panucci

ON MAY 6, 2003, the Italian brethren assembled 
together, after many years, for a four-day conven-
tion in the city of Pescara, which is west of Rome. 
For some years the Italian brethren have been sep-
arated, due to a few misunderstandings, but, by 
the grace of God, they decided to unite together. 
Great joy was expressed in this reunion, and I am 
thankful to our Heavenly Father for answering our 
prayers.

During the four-day convention, there were many 
wonderful discourses, and there was an opportunity 
for testimony and fellowship. In addition, the elders 
from various cities in Italy met together to discuss 
ways and means to promulgate the Truth through-
out the mainland of Italy, as well as Sicily. They dis-
cussed their ideas in a spirit of cooperation, and a 
desire to work together through any avenue avail-
able to them. Italy is the center of the Roman Cath-
olic Church, but, during the past twenty years, the 
people of the country have become more open-mind-
ed about religious matters, which will provide con-
tinued opportunities for the promulgation of the 
Truth. I was told that two Truth sisters from Roma-
nia, working in Italy, are meeting with some of the 
brethren near Torino, which is in the north. The 
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Romanian language is a close combination of the 
Latin and Italian language.

Many of the Italian brethren suffered hardship 
during World War II. It was a difficult time in many 
of the cities of Italy, as well as other countries in 
Europe. Some of the brethren lost their loved ones, 
and their homes were bombed and destroyed. But 
in spite of their hardship, they remained faithful to 
the Truth. I was told that some of the brethren at 
the convention vividly remembered the visits in 
the past by brothers W. N. Woodworth, K. Nail, and 
I. N. Comparato.

The brethren who met at the convention all ex-
pressed their appreciation to the Dawn brethren 
for their help and spirit of cooperation, especially 
for the Italian Dawn (Aurora), which for almost 
forty years has been printed for them, as well as 
other literature in the Italian language.

Let us remember these brethren in our prayers. 
I have known all of them for many years; they are 
indeed faithful. 

Go, Labor On

Go, labor on; spend and be spent, Thy joy to do thy 
Father’s will: It is the way the Master went; Should 
not the servant tread it still?
Men sit in darkness at thy side, Without a hope be-
yond the tomb; Take up the torch and wave it wide, 
The torch that lights the thickest gloom.
Go, labor on; thy hands are weak, Thy knees are 
faint, thy soul cast down, Yet falter not: the prize we 
seek, Is near—a Kingdom and a crown!

—Poems of Dawn
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TALKING THINGS OVER

Television and Radio 
Spot Announcements

FOR THE LAST several years, the Dawn has been 
using 30-second commercials on television and ra-
dio for witnessing the Gospel message. These com-
mercials have been specially prepared for this type 
of witnessing.

There are twenty-one television commercials 
available which invite the viewer to send for the 
booklet that is offered. The Dawn contracts with 
television stations for commercial spots. These sta-
tions vary from a local station to one with national 
syndication. Viewers’ responses are usually very 
good, but vary depending upon the station, loca-
tion, and the message given.

The radio commercials are the sound tracks 
from the television commercials, and are patterned 
after them. 

The Dawn is happy to cooperate with classes 
that wish to participate in these commercial ef-
forts. Past participation by several classes has 
proven to be worthwhile in providing for follow-up 
witnessing by the class.

If you are interested, contact the Dawn and men-
tion that you would like to participate in these com-
mercial efforts of witnessing. The Dawn will make 
all the arrangements and give full cooperation with 
a class using this desirable method of witnessing. 
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SPEAKERS’ APPOINTMENTS
The speakers listed below are routed through the Pilgrim Department of 
The Dawn. Their visits are furnished free upon request. Write to: The Dawn 
Pilgrim Department, East Rutherford, NJ 07073. A visit will be arranged 
whenever possible.

The speakers listed below, in cooperation with the Dawn, are invited by 
individual classes, or their services have been arranged by their home 
classes:

E. Blicharz
Atlanta, GA August 29

C. Chandler
Wetaskiwin, Canada August 6,7,8

B. Clark
Wetaskiwin, Canada August 6,7,8

P. Cooper
Wetaskiwin, Canada August 6,7,8

K. Fernets
New London, CT August 22

F. Nemesh
Wetaskiwin, Canada August 6,7,8

L. Young
St. Petersburg, FL August 8

M. Balko
Wetaskiwin, Canada August 6,7,8

R. Gorecki
Polanica, Poland August 8-13

S. Jones
Wetaskiwin, Canada August 6,7,8

J. Panucci
Lima, Peru August 24 
Trujillo, Peru August 26 
Guayaquil, Ecuador  
 August 30-September 4

OBITUARIES
The following brethren have recently finished their Christian course. We 
wish to express our sincere sympathy to their family and friends in the loss 
of these dear ones.
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CONVENTIONS
These conventions are listed by request of classes who sponsor them. 
So your convention can be placed in these columns in time, make your 
request in writing three months before the date of the convention to Dawn 
Magazine, 199 Railroad Avenue, East Rutherford, NJ 07073.

WETASKIWIN CONVENTION, August 6,7,8—Way-
side Inn. Phone: (877) 358-6177. Mention Bible Stu-
dents for special rate. Contact Janice Neumeier, Box 
428, Fox Creek, AB, Canada T0H 1P0. Phone: (780) 
622-3809

BIBLE STUDENTS INTERNATIONAL CONVEN-
TION, August 8-13—Polanica Zdroj, Poland. Contact 
Tom Machacek, 7222 E. 106th Avenue, Crown Point, IN 
46307. Phone: (219) 662-8107

JACKSON LABOR DAY CONVENTION, Septem-
ber 4,5—Fa-Ho-Lo Camp & Conference Center, 3000 
Mt. Hope Road, Unit 1, Grass Lake, MI. Contact Mrs. 
Ray Lumley, 2531 Ashton Road, Jackson, MI 49203. 
Phone: (517) 782-7252

NEW YORK LABOR DAY CONVENTION, Septem-
ber 4,5—Wellesley Inn, Two Bridges Road & Exit 52, 
Route 80, Fairfield, NJ. Contact Ann Truth Post, 24 
Lexington Road, New City, NY 10956. Phone: (845) 634-
5876

SEATTLE LABOR DAY CONVENTION, Septem-
ber 4,5,6—Bastyr University, 14500 Juanita Drive NE, 
Bothell, WA. Contact Laurie Flinn, P. O. Box 67, Pacific, 
WA 98047. Phone: (253) 939-9838

HUNTSVILLE CONVENTION, September 10,11,12—
Holiday Inn Research Park, 5903 University Drive. 
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Contact Philip Mosley, 1006 Mill Race Circle, Gunters-
ville, AL 35976. Phone: (256) 582-3640

MILWAUKEE CONVENTION, September 18,19—
Lake Lodge, 1235 East Howard Avenue, Milwaukee, WI. 
For additional information, contact George Kuzmin 
(414) 425-2268, or Chris Kuenzli (414) 257-2672

CLAY CITY CONVENTION, September 24,25,26—
Canyon Inn inside McCormick’s Creek State Park. Con-
tact Sondra Clark, 7861 Clearwater Parkway, Indianap-
olis, IN 46240. Phone: (317) 578-2634

GRAND RAPIDS CONVENTION, October 9,10—
Kenowa Hills Middle School, 3950 Hendershot Avenue. 
Contact Joanne Houlmont, 6825 Clubhouse Drive, West, 
Canadian Lakes, MI 49346. Phone: (231) 972-4259

PITTSBURGH AREA CONVENTION, October 
9,10—Sewickley Grange Hall, Route 136, West Newton, 
PA. Contact John Krasonic, Sr., 1106 State Route 136, 
Belle Vernon, PA 15012. Phone: (724) 872-6215

NEW ENGLAND CONVENTION, October 15,16,17—
Ramada Inn, Crooked Street, Plainville, CT. Contact 
Mrs. Richard Suraci, 171 Johnson Road, Hamden, CT 
06518. Phone: (203) 248-3793

ORLANDO CONVENTION, October 30,31—Gar-
den Club of Sanford, 200 Fairmont Drive (corner of 17-
92), Sanford, FL. Contact Helen Jeuck, 587 Queens 
Mirror Circle, Casselberry, FL 32707. Phone: (407) 
699-8303



Studies in the Scriptures
You will find the Studies in the Scriptures series outstanding textbooks on the Bible. 

~ All prices are in U.S. dollars ~

THE DIVINE PLAN OF THE AGES ($2.00 + $1.00 postage) Gives an 
outline of the Divine Plan revealed in the Bible, relating to man’s redemption 
and restitution.—358 pages

 THE TIME IS AT HAND ($2.00 + $1.00 postage) Deals with Bible chronology 
and time prophecies, identifies the Antichrist, and points out the time and 
manner of our Lord’s return.—371 pages

THY KINGDOM COME ($2.00 + $1.00 postage) Discusses time prophecies 
relating to the work of the church at this end of the age, the restoration of 
Israel, and the setting up of Christ’s kingdom. One chapter pertains to the 
Great Pyramid of Egypt.—384 pages

THE BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDON ($3.00 + $1.50 postage) Shows the 
dissolution of the present order. It discusses many prophecies relating to 
the end of the age, noting especially our Lord’s great prophecy of Matthew 
24.—660 pages

THE ATONEMENT BETWEEN GOD AND MAN ($3.00 + $1.00 postage) 
Devoted to the fact and philosophy of Christ’s atoning work, the nature of 
man, the divine punishment for sin, the truth about hell, and the operation 
of the Holy Spirit.—498 pages

THE NEW CREATION ($3.00 + $1.50 postage) The first chapter deals with 
the Genesis account of creation. The remainder of the book discusses the 
laws, duties, privileges, and hopes of the consecrated followers of Jesus.—
738 pages 

COMPLETE SET OF BOOKS ($12.00 + $3.00 postage)

COMPANION QUESTION BOOKS (50¢ each or $2.50 for the set of six + 
$1.00 postage)

Send your order in U.S. dollars to:

DAWN PUBLICATIONS

199 Railroad Avenue, East Rutherford, NJ 07073



To us the Scriptures clearly teach:

THAT THE CHURCH IS “THE TEMPLE” OF THE LIVING GOD —pe-
culiarly “his workmanship;” that its construction has been in progress 
throughout the Gospel Age—ever since Christ became the world’s Re-
deemer and the chief “corner stone” of this temple, through which, 
when finished, God’s blessings shall come “to all people,” and they find 
access to him.—I Cor. 3:16,17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29

THAT MEANTIME THE CHISELING, SHAPING, AND POLISHING of the 
consecrated believers in Christ’s atonement for sin progresses, and 
when the last of these “living stones,” “elect and precious,” shall have 
been made ready, the great Master Workman will bring all together in the 
first resurrection; and the temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the 
meeting place between God and men throughout the Millennium.—Rev. 
15:5-8

THAT THE BASIS OF HOPE FOR THE CHURCH AND THE WORLD 
lies in the fact that Jesus Christ, by the grace of God “tasted death for 
every man,” “a ransom for all,” and will be “the true Light, which lighteth 
every man that cometh into the world,” “in due time.”—Heb. 2:9; John 
1:9; I Tim. 2:5,6

THAT THE HOPE OF THE CHURCH is that she may be like her Lord, 
“see him as he is,” be a “partaker of the divine nature,” and share his 
glory as his joint-heir.—I John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; II Pet. 1:4

THAT THE PRESENT MISSION OF THE CHURCH is the perfecting 
of the saints for the future work of service; to develop in herself every 
grace; to be God’s witness to the world; and to prepare to be the kings 
and priests in the next age.—Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6, 20:6 

THAT THE HOPE FOR THE WORLD lies in the blessings of knowl-
edge and opportunity to be brought to all by Christ’s millennial king-
dom—the restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and 
obedient, at the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified church—
when all the willfully wicked will be destroyed.—Acts 3:19-23; Isa. 35


