
THE FUTURE OF ISRAEL 
AND THE WORLD

IT IS apparent to all that man today is living in 
a rapidly changing world. Virtually all the pow
erful pre1914 hereditary ruling houses of Eu
rope have been replaced by other forms of gov
ernment. The period beginning with the outbreak 
of the First World War has to a large extent been 
one of deterioration and disintegration; but not 
altogether so, for during this same period new 
nations have been born.

One of these is Israel. Perhaps it would be more 
accurate to say that Israel was reborn, for this 
people had formerly been a nation, with its own 
government. However, the ancient nation of Israel 
enjoyed a distinction not true of any other people 
on earth, before or since, in that its gov ernment 
functioned under the direction of God. The kings 
of Israel are spoken of in the Bible as sitting upon 
“the throne of the Lord.”—I Chron. 29:23

The last king of Israel was Zedekiah. (Ezek. 21: 
2527) In 606 B.C. Zedekiah was dethroned by 
King Nebuchadnezzar, and the whole nation was 
taken captive to Babylon. This captivity lasted for 
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seventy years. Meanwhile Babylon was con quered 
by the Medes and Persians, and it was King Cyrus 
of Persia who issued the decree of liberation 
permitting the Israelites to return to Palestine, 
but not to reestablish their own gov ernment.

From that time on Israel continued to be a 
subject people, vassals to whatever nation con
trolled Palestine, which at the time of Jesus was 
the Roman Empire. In the years A.D. 69 to 73 Titus 
besieged and finally destroyed Jerusalem. Then
the Israelites who were not destroyed in this ter
rible ordeal were scattered throughout the world. 
This situation remained through the centuries 
until now and is referred to by the Jewish people 
as the period of their Dispersion.

Dispersion Foretold

Moses, the lawgiver of Israel, foretold this 
scattering of the Israelites among the nations, and 
also their regathering as we see it taking place today. 
This forecast is recorded in Deu teronomy 29:24 and 
30:16. The latter part of the prophecy reads: “And 
the Lord thy God will bring thee into the land which 
thy fathers possessed, and thou shalt possess it; 
and he will do thee good, and multiply thee above 
thy fathers. And the Lord thy God will circumcise 
thine heart, and the heart of thy seed, to love the 
Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy 
soul, that thou mayest live.”

Moses also foretold how long the era of Is rael’s 
loss of independence and scattering would be. 
As we have seen, Israel was a nation under God, 
and for this reason it was subject to disci plinary 
measures for wrongdoing. Moses refers to certain 
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corrective punishments to which they would be 
subject, and then adds, “And if ye will not yet for 
all this hearken unto me, then I will punish you 
seven times more for your sins.”—Lev. 26:18

This warning of “seven times more” of punish
ment is repeated four times. Students of prophe
cy believe that this is a time measurement. A 
symbolic time, the Scriptures indicate, is a peri
od of 360 years, and seven of these would total 
2,520 years. The biblical key to this method of 
reckoning is recorded in Ezekiel 4:46. Since 
Moses’ prophecy indicates that this was to be a 
finalpunishment,webelievethatitisreasonable
to conclude that it began with the loss of their 
national independence in 606 B.C., with the over
throw of their last king, Zedekiah.

Counting 2,520 years from 606 B.C. brings 
us to A.D.1914. It was then that the First World 
War began. Out of that conflict came the ejec
tion of the Turks from Jerusalem and Palestine 
by General Allenby; the famous Balfour Declara
tion; and the opening of the ancient homeland to 
Jewish refugees and pioneers from all lands. This 
resulted in new life and hope being infused into 
the Zionist move ment.

While there were temporary setbacks of one 
sort or another, the rehabilitation of Palestine 
by the Jews and their migration to their ancient 
homeland continued. Out of this came the birth 
of the new State of Israel in 1948. Thus seen, it 
was in 1914, after 2,520 years, that the chain of 
events began to unfold which led to national in
dependence for this biblical and historic people.
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Times of the Gentiles

The full significanceof Israel’s liberationsince
1914 can be seen more clearly by noting a fore
cast by Jesus, who is recognized by most leading 
Jews today as an eminent teacher and prophet. 
He was questioned by his disciples concerning the 
end of the present age. Part of Jesus’ reply was, 
“Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, 
untilthetimesoftheGentilesbefulfilled.”(Luke
21:24) At the time of this proph ecy the Jewish 
nation, symbolically referred to as “Jerusalem,” 
was being “trodden down” by the Gentiles, and 
this was to continue until “the times of the 
Gentiles”werefulfilled.

Coincidental with the overthrow of Israel’s 
last king in 606 B.C., the Prophet Daniel, inter
preting a prophetic dream which the Lord had 
given to the king of Babylon, foretold a succes sion 
of four world powers, beginning with Baby lon. 
The second of these was MedoPersia; the third, 
Greece; and the fourth, Rome. The division of the 
Roman Empire into the various states of Europe 
as they existed prior to 1914 was shown by the 
toes of the image.—Dan. 2:3145

To King Nebuchadnezzar Daniel said, “The 
God of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, pow er, 
and strength, and glory.” (vs. 37) This does not 
mean that Nebuchadnezzar sat on the throne of 
the Lord, as had been the case with the kings of 
Israel. It was simply that, beginning then with 
Babylon, Gentile rulership over the earth would 
not be interfered with by God; that Gentile do
minion would extend even over God’s own people, 
the Israelites.
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Butthiswasnottocontinueindefinitely.Daniel’s
prophecy pointed out that it would be only until 
the days of the divided Roman Empire —“the days 
of these kings”—as depicted by the toes of the 
image. (vs. 44) Then the God of heav en would set 
up a kingdom, or government, that would “stand 
forever.” (vs. 41, 42, 44) This, of course, is the 
longpromised kingdom of the Messiah.

It is clear that the period which Jesus de
scribed as the times of the Gentiles is synchronous 
with the “seven times” of Israel’s loss of national 
independence. This means that the times of the 
Gentiles also reached their prophetic end in 
1914. Time prophecies of the Bible point out the 
small beginning of events to which they refer, 
rather than their completion. The First World War, 
which began in 1914, marked the beginning of 
the complete downfall of the divided remnants of 
the old Roman Empire. It also led to the national 
sovereignty of Israel.

The nation of Israel today is a free nation. 
No longer are the Israelites without their own 
govern ment. Israel is a nation among the nations 
of the world, no longer a vassal to Rome or to 
any other Gentile power. The new State of Israel 
isnotwithout itsdifficulties,but theseare the
problems of being free in a topsyturvy world. 
Israel is not only free but is a fullfledged
member of the United Nations, and the incidents 
which led to this freedom began at the close of 
the “seven times” foretold by Moses.

 Intervening Events
Many of the important experiences of the Is

raelites as a people during the period of their rise 
to freedom among the nations are also foretold 
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in the Bible. One of the prophetic expres sions 
describing their regathering and rehabili tation 
as a people is that God would “bring again” their 
“captivity.” This expression appears in Joel 3:1, 
2, where the Lord says: “In those days, and in 
that time, when I shall bring again the captivity 
of Judah and Jerusalem, I will also gather all 
nations, and will bring them down into the valley 
of Jehoshaphat, and will plead with them there for 
my people and for my heritage Israel, whom they 
have scattered among the na tions, and parted my 
land.”

In verses 914 of this chapter a warlike gather
ing of the Gentile nations is foretold, and “the 
valley of Jehoshaphat” is described as “the val ley 
of decision.” In this gathering of the nations there 
is a preparation for war in which, sym bolically 
speaking, the nations are said to beat their 
“plowshares into swords, and their pruninghooks 
into spears.” We have seen this taking place in the 
era beginning with 1914, and the prophecy points 
out that it would be during this time that the Lord 
would “bring again” the “cap tivity” of his people. 
This gathering of the na tions we have also seen in 
processoffulfillment.

Equally striking is the prophecy which mentions 
the fact that the Lord would have “a controversy 
with the nations” in connection with his people 
and their land. (Jer. 25:31) Verse 2 of Joel 3 
mentions the dividing of the land. This also has 
occurred, for we know that the Gentile nations 
did not live up to the pledges contained in the 
Balfour Declaration and resolved the dispute with 
the Arabs by limiting Israel to less than half of the 
land which God promised.—Gen. 13:14, 15
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“Fear” and Not “Peace”

Other prophecies also reveal that the period of 
the regathering of Israel would be fraught with 
manydifficulties. Jeremiahwrote: “Lo, the days
come, saith the Lord, that I will bring again the 
captivity of my people Israel and Judah,...and I 
will cause them to return to the land that I gave 
to their fathers, and they shall possess it...For 
thus saith the Lord; We have heard a voice of 
trembling, of fear, and not of peace...Alas! for that 
day is great, so that none is like it: it is even the 
time of Jacob’s trouble; but he shall be saved out 
of it.”—Jer. 30:37

The meaning of this prophecy is clear. It em
phasizes that even when the time came for this 
historic people to be restored to their land they 
were to experience fear and trembling; that it 
would not immediately be a time of peace and 
happiness for them.

To begin with, there was much rejoicing on the 
part of the Jews over the Balfour Declara tion and 
its subsequent implementation by a mandate from 
the League of Nations. This mandate undertook 
to assure the Israelites a home in their Promised 
Land.Inaverydefinitewaythebeginningoftheir
return from their long cap tivity had begun.

But not long after that the Jews in Germany, 
Austria, and later in Poland, were bitterly per
secuted by the Hitler regime. This increased in 
intensity and continued throughout the years of 
the Second World War. Millions of Jews were killed, 
and countless thousands were left homeless and 
wanderers.
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Meanwhile, because of Arab opposition, the 
door to Palestine was closed to further immigra
tion—closed at a time when this suffering people 
needed a homeland more than they ever needed 
one before. Truly it was “a voice of trembling and 
of fear” which they heard, and not of peace.

Another prophecy which testifies in a general
way to the same unusual combination of circum
stances reads: “Behold, the days come, saith 
the Lord, that it shall no more be said, The Lord 
liveth, that brought up the children of Israel out 
of the land of Egypt; But, The Lord liveth, that 
brought up the children of Israel from the land 
of the north, and from all the lands whither he 
had driven them: and I will bring them again into 
their land that I gave unto their fathers. Behold, 
Iwillsendformanyfishers,saiththeLord,and
theyshallfishthem;andafterwillIsendformany
hunters, and they shall hunt them.”—Jer. 16:14
16

This prophecy indicates that when the time 
came for the Israelites to return to their land, 
efforts would be made to induce them to return. 
TheLordsaidthathewouldsendfor“fishersto
fish them.” Thismaywell havebeen fulfilledby
the Zionist organization, which was founded in 
1896 by the late Theodor Herzl. Fishermen use 
baittoattractfish,andthroughmanyyearsthe
Zionist organization pointed out why Jews should 
go to Palestine and the advantages that would 
accrue to them if they did.

However, not many Israelites were induced 
to go to the Promised Land by this method, al
though today Herzl is held in high esteem in 
modern Israel. One of the stirring sights there is 
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the memorial garden honoring Herzl. The stone 
approach to his grave symbolizes the stepbystep 
progress of the Jewish state. Herzl’s work was not 
in vain.

But the prophecy states that the Lord would 
also send for “hunters, and they shall hunt them.” 
Here more forceful methods are suggested. Among 
these undoubtedly could be included the bitter 
persecution at the hands of Hitler. This particular 
driving method increased in intensity until 
practically all the Jews of Europe who were not 
killed were made to long for their homeland and 
were anxious to go there when the opportunity 
offered.

Another prophecy which is very much to the 
point along this line reads: “As I live, saith the 
Lord God, surely with a mighty hand, and with a 
stretched out arm, and with fury poured out, will 
I rule over you: And I will bring you out from the 
people, and will gather you out of the coun tries 
wherein ye are scattered, with a mighty hand, and 
with a stretched out arm, and with fury poured 
out. And I will bring you into the wilderness of the 
people.”—Ezek. 20:3337

Surely there has been much “fury” manifested 
thus far in connection with the efforts of the Is
raelites to migrate from the various countries in 
which they have been domiciled, and to make a 
new home for themselves in Palestine. And, as 
predicted, even those who are there are in “the 
wilderness of the people,” the sense of which is 
that they share with all people of the earth the 
distress and uncertainty of this chaotic time in 
human history. They have not yet found peace 
and security.
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Brought Back from the Sword

In the 38th chapter of the prophecy of Ezekiel 
there is an outline of conditions to prevail in 
Israel which are still future. The people are 
described as being at peace and dwelling safely, or 
“confidentially,”havingbeen“broughtbackfrom
the sword.” (vs. 8) Today Israel, as a nation among 
the other nations of the world, has attained much 
of her present standing in the midst of military 
strife and still depends upon her military strength 
for security in this warthreatened world.

Ezekiel’s prophecy reveals that at some point 
in time following their return to the land, an 
aggressive army from the “north,” under the 
leadership of a symbolic character named “Gog,” 
from the land of Magog, mounts an attack against 
the Israelites, which threatens their destruction. 
Prophecy reveals that when this occurs God will 
intervene on behalf of his people and deliver them 
from their enemies. This deliverance will be so 
marked and so manifestly of the Lord that it will 
result in his name becoming “known in the eyes of 
many nations.”—Ezek. 38:2, 1423

By this demonstration of God’s protection over 
them, the Israelites will come to realize that their 
return to the Promised Land has been accomplished 
by the providences of God. The Lord foretold, “So 
will I make my holy name known in the midst of 
my people Israel.” (Ezek. 39:7) Obviously, from 
this point onward the Israelites will look to their 
God for direction in their affairs, and the world 
in general will know that God has delivered his 
people and that Messiah is ruling over them.
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The New King
When Israel’s last king, Zedekiah, was over

thrown, the Lord said: “Remove the diadem, and 
take off the crown: this shall not be the same: 
exalt him that is low, and abase him that is high. 
I will overturn, overturn, overturn, it: and it 
shall be no more, until he come whose right it is; 
and I will give it him.” (Ezek. 21:2527) The One 
“whose right it is” is Israel’s Messiah, the next to 
sit on David’s throne, following the overthrow of 
Zedekiah.

Isaiah foretold the birth of the Messiah and his 
exaltation to rulership over Israel and the world. 
We quote: “Unto us a child is born, unto us a son 
is given: and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, The mighty God, The ev erlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his 
government and peace there shall be no end, upon 
the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to 
order it, and to establish it with judgment and with 
justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of 
the Lord of hosts will perform this.”—Isa. 9:6, 7

Prophesying further concerning the Messiah, 
Isaiah wrote: “A King shall reign in righteous
ness, and princes shall rule in judgment.” “Then 
judgment shall dwell in the wilderness, and 
righteousness remain in the fruitful field. And
the work of righteousness shall be peace; and the 
effect of righteousness quietness and as surance 
for ever. And my people shall dwell in a peaceable 
habitation, and in sure dwellings, and in quiet 
resting places.”—Isa. 32:1, 1618
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All Israel

Our understanding of the future blessing to 
be enjoyed by Israel and the world would come 
far short of the glorious reality set forth in the 
Scriptures if those blessings were to be limited 
to those who are living at the time the Messiah 
imposes his rulership or to those who might be 
born from that time forward. God’s promises were 
made to all Israel, to every generation of Israelites. 
Included in those promises is Theodor Herzl, as 
well as the thousands of his fellow Zionists who 
hoped and toiled for the restoration of Is rael to 
the Promised Land, even though these are now 
sleeping in death.

Throughout all the hundreds of weary years 
of the Dispersion there were ardent, Godfearing 
Jews who longed and prayed for the return of Israel 
from captivity. The Wailing Wall in Jerusalem is a 
vivid reminder of the desperation with which the 
disconsolate Israelites endured their frustrations 
while they waited for some evidence that their 
God still loved them and in due time would deliver 
them. But these, too, are now all asleep in death.

The lot of Israel, even before the Dispersion, 
was not always a happy one. There were times 
when the nation enjoyed a measure of prosper ity 
and peace but other times when she was bled by 
war and oppressed. However, God’s promises of 
messianic blessings were to these also, yet they 
diedwithnoevidenceoftheirfulfillment.

Moses said to the generation of Israelites of his 
day, “The Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a 
Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy breth ren, 
like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken.” (Deut. 
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18:15) This is another promise of the com ing Messiah. 
However, those to whom it was made are all dead. 
Butthisandothermessianicpromiseswillbefulfilled
to them, and to every generation of the Israelites, 
because they will be raised from the dead.

There are many promises which assure us of 
this. In a prayer to Israel’s God, Moses said: “Thou 
turnest man to destruction; and sayest, Return, 
ye children of men.” (Ps. 90:3) The Lord said to the 
Prophet Daniel that those who “sleep in the dust of 
the earth shall awake.” (Dan. 12:2) Restoration to 
life for all Israelites is promised in Ezekiel 16:55. A 
promise that children shall be awakened from death 
is recorded in Jeremiah 31:1517.

Concerning the time of Messiah’s kingdom the 
Prophet Isaiah wrote: “Therefore thus saith the 
Lord, who redeemed Abraham, concerning the 
house of Jacob, Jacob shall not now be ashamed, 
neither shall his face now wax pale. But when he 
seeth his children, the work of mine hands, in the 
midst of him, they shall sanctify my name, and 
sanctify the Holy One of Jacob, and shall fear the 
God of Israel. They also that erred in spirit shall 
come to understanding, and they that murmured 
shall learn doctrine.”—Isa. 29:2224

Like all members of the fallen and dying race, 
Jacob’s face waxed pale with illness and old age, 
and he finally died. But according to Isaiah’s
prophecy, he will be restored to life, and he will 
see his “children”—every generation of them, 
down to the present time. But then his face will 
not “wax pale,” since that will be the promised 
time of health and everlasting life, as well as peace 
and security for Jacob and all the Israel ites, and 
for the whole world of mankind.
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Israel’s Future Princes

In a prophecy of the Messiah already quoted, 
Isaiah foretold, “A king shall reign in righteousness, 
and princes shall rule in judgment.” (Isa. 32:1) 
The psalmist prophesied that the “fathers” of 
Israel would become “princes in all the earth.” 
(Ps. 45:16) The Lord foretold: “ I  will restore thy 
judgesasatthefirst,andthycounselorsasatthe
beginning: afterward thou shalt be called, The city 
of righteousness, the faithful city.”—Isa. 1:26

In this last prophecy the Israelites are remind
ed of the various ways God had ruled over them. 
First, under the direction of Moses there were 
his assistants, the “counsellors.” Then there was 
a period of 450 years during which they were 
ruled by judges. Then came the period of the 
kings. David set up his government in Jerusa
lem, which was looked upon as their capital city. 
In the messianic government there will be the 
counterpart of the counsellors and judges, who 
will represent the King, the Messiah. Together 
these will thenceforth be Israel’s “city of right
eousness, the faithful city.”

Those who will serve as Israel’s “princes,” rep
resenting the Messiah, will be the ancient faith
ful ones from each generation who proved wor thy 
of this high trust which will be placed in them. 
Outstanding among these will, of course, be their 
former righteous leaders and prophets —their 
“fathers.” And how eminently qualified these
will be to represent the Messiah! There was the 
great lawgiver, Moses, who laid down his life for 
his people. And there was Daniel who, a Hebrew 
captive in Babylon, served as prime minister.
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InafinalmessagetoDaniel,theLordsaid:“Go
thy way,...for thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot 
at the end of the days.” (Dan. 12:13) “The end of 
the days” here referred to is the end of the long 
period of persecution of the people of God. And 
the promise is that Daniel will be restored to life 
and will then stand in his lot, undoubtedly as one 
of Israel’s princes in the messianic government.

The psalmist prophesied: “God reigneth over 
the heathen [the nations]: God sitteth upon the 
throne of his holiness. The princes of the people 
are gathered together, even the people of the God of 
Abraham: for the shields of the earth belong unto 
God: he is greatly exalted.” (Ps. 47:8, 9) We read 
further concerning the “shields” or protections of 
the people in the messianic king dom, “They shall 
not hurt nor destroy in all my holy kingdom: for 
the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord, as the waters cover the sea.”

“In that day,” Isaiah continues, “there shall be a 
root of Jesse [the Messiah], which shall stand for an 
ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: 
and his rest shall be glorious. And it shall come to 
pass in that day, that, the Lord shall set his hand 
again the second time to recover the remnant of his 
people, which shall be left, from Assyria, and from 
Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, and from 
Elam, and from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from 
the islands of the sea. And he shall set up an ensign 
for the nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of 
Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah 
from the four corners of the earth.”—Isa. 11:912

Seemingly the number of Israelites now gath
ered in the Promised Land is a mere token of 
the grand total whom the Lord will eventually 
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restore. Indeed, the Scriptures reveal that Mes
siah’s rulership is to be for a thousand years; and 
during that time, as we have seen, even those who 
are now held captive in death are to be restored to 
life, both Israelites and Gentiles. Surely the future 
of Israel and the world is a glorious one—as bright 
as the promises of God!

NEW TESTAMENT CONFIRMATION

To the followers of Jesus the New Testament 
is an explanation and a confirmation of the Old
Testament, which is the Torah of the Israelites. The 
New Testament presents Jesus as the Mes siah of 
promise, the One who was to sit on David’s throne. 
(Luke 1:3133) While Jesus died as the Redeemer 
of the world, he was raised from the dead by divine 
power; thus confirming our faith in all God’s
promises to restore the dead to life.—Acts 17:31

Basic to every Jew is the promise God made to 
Abraham that through his seed “all families of the 
earth” would be blessed. (Gen. 12:3; 22:1518) 
The New Testament presents Jesus as this prom
ised “seed” of blessing. Paul wrote: “To Abra ham 
and his seed were the promises made. He saith 
not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And 
to thy seed, which is Christ.”—Gal. 3:16

The New Testament explains that Jesus, after 
having provided redemption for the world by his 
death, was not only raised from the dead, but 
exalted to a plane of life higher than human; so 
that now, like the angels, and like the great Cre
ator of the universe, he is invisible to human eyes. 
Thus he will be the powerful, but invisible, Ruler 
of the world.—Col. 1:15; I Tim. 1:17
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Writing to the disciples of Christ, Paul said: 
“As many of you as have been baptized into 
Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew 
nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there 
is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in 
Christ Jesus. And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye 
Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the 
promise.”—Gal. 3:2729 

This simplymeans that the true, selfsacrificing
followers of Jesus will be rewarded with the privilege 
of sharing in his spiritual kingdom and, together 
with him, take part in the work of bless ing all the 
families of the earth, as promised to Abraham. In 
Hebrews 3:16 the Apostle Paul explains that just 
as Moses was faithful over his “house” so there is 
another “house” over which Jesus is faithful, and 
those in Jesus’ house are partakers of a “heavenly 
calling,” meaning that these are to be a part of the 
invisible ruling house of God.

In the 11th chapter of Hebrews the Apostle Paul 
calls further attention to both of these groups. 
He names many of the ancient faithful ones and 
outlines some of the hardships they endured in 
order to he worthy of a “better res urrection.” (vs. 
35) To this he adds that “they without us [of the 
spiritual house] should not be made perfect.” (vs. 
40) Thus, while the ancient faithful servants of God 
first proved their devotion and their worthiness
to serve in the mes sianic kingdom, they must 
await, in the sleep of death, the completion of the 
spiritual “seed” of Abraham before being raised to 
perfection of life to begin their work as “princes in 
all the earth.”

The earthly “seed” is made up largely of the 
natural descendants of Abraham, while the 
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spiritual seed will be made up of both Israelites 
andGentiles. Indeed,thisopportunityfirstwent
ex clusively to the people of Israel, and after their 
rejection of Jesus it was extended to others.

Theprincipalqualificationmandatoryforthose
who will serve in any capacity in the mes sianic 
kingdom is heart devotion to the Lord, a loyalty to 
the divine principles of righteousness, for which 
they would be willing to die if called upon to do 
so. This was a characteristic of all the Ancient 
Worthies. It was true of Jesus, and it is true of all 
his faithful followers.

Setting Up the Kingdom

We can understand clearly the teachings of the 
Bible only by taking into account, and be lieving, 
its many promises concerning the resur rection of 
the dead. If our faith is able to lay hold upon these 
promises and believe them, then the Bible has a 
message of assurance and comfort for us. This is 
particularly true with respect to its prophecies 
pertaining to the setting up and the work of the 
messianic kingdom.

That the kingdom might become a reality, it 
was first of all necessary that Jesus be raised
from the dead, for he is the supreme Ruler in that 
kingdom. Then, as the New Testament re veals, 
those who are to share with him in the spiritual 
phase of the kingdom must also be raised from 
the dead. In each generation from Jesus’ day until 
now, some have proved their worthiness for such 
a high honor. Concerning this group we read: 
“Blessedandholyishethathathpartinthefirst
resurrection:...they shall be priests of God and 
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of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand 
years.”—Rev. 20:6

Then, and as we have already noted, the An
cient Worthies, who will be the human repre
sentatives of the divine Christ, will also need to 
be raised from the dead, in what the New Testa
ment describes as the “better resurrection.” 
(Heb.11:35)Jesustestifiedconcerningthese:“ I
say unto you, That many shall come from the 
east and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, 
and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven.” 
(Matt. 8:11) Luke’s account of this adds, “all the 
prophets,” and explains that the people would 
come from the north, south, east, and west, and 
sit down before these as their instructors “in the 
kingdom of God.”—Luke 13:28, 29

Functioning of the Kingdom

Thus will be the arrangements of Messiah’s 
kingdom in which he will be the supreme Ruler, 
the King. The generation of Israelites regathered 
to their Promised Land who are living when the 
great miracle of divine intervention for their 
protection takesplacewillbe thefirst to receive
the opportunity of blessing under the benef
icent rulership of these messianic kingdom ar
rangements. Those who show their loyalty to the 
new regime will share in extending its blessings.

A prophecy pertaining to this reads: “It shall 
come to pass, that as ye were a curse among the 
heathen, 0 house of Judah, and house of Israel; so 
will I save you, and ye shall be a blessing: fear not, 
but let your hands be strong. For thus saith the 
Lord of hosts; As I thought to punish you, when 
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your fathers provoked me to wrath, saith the Lord of 
hosts, and I repented not: So again have I thought 
in these days [of the mes sianic kingdom] to do well 
unto Jerusalem and to the house of Judah: fear ye 
not. These are the things that ye shall do; Speak ye 
every man the truth to his neighbor; execute the 
judgment of truth and peace in your gates: And let 
none of you imagine evil in your hearts against his 
neigh bor; and love no false oath: for all these are 
things that I hate, saith the Lord.”—Zech. 8:1317

The divine principles of righteousness here set 
forth, which the Israelites will need to observe and 
obey in order to receive the blessings of Messiah, 
will also have to be observed by the people of all 
nations, that they, too, may receive the blessings of 
the kingdom. And those who do will be blessed and 
will likewise have the privilege of joining in that 
great project of blessing which ultimately will be 
extended to include “all the families of the earth.”

In the Image of God

Another precious kingdom promise reads: “Be
hold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will 
make a new covenant with the house of Israel, 
and with the house of Judah: Not according to 
the covenant that I made with their fathers in the 
day that I took them by the hand to bring them 
out of the land of Egypt; which my cove nant they 
brake.... But this shall be the cove nant that I will 
make with the house of Israel; After those days, 
saith the Lord, I will put my law in their inward 
parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their 
God, and they shall be my people. And they shall 
teach no more every man his neighbor, and every 
man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for they 
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shall all know me, from the least of them unto the 
greatest of them, saith the Lord: for I will forgive 
their in iquity, and I will remember their sin no 
more.” —Jer. 31:3134

Interesting, indeed, is the promise that God 
will put his law in the hearts of his people and 
write it in their inward parts. We believe that 
this describes the condition of man in the image 
of God. It was thus that Adam was created, and 
God’s promise is that through the agencies of the 
messianic kingdom man is to be restored to this 
state of perfection and fellowship with God.

When originally created, man was given do
minion over the earth. (Gen. 1:27, 28) This do
minion is also to be restored. Jesus assured us of 
this in one of his parables. He pictured the people 
of all nations being judged; some show ing goatlike 
dispositions, while others were like sheep. To 
these sheep it will be said, “Come, ye blessed of 
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world.” —Matt. 25:34

A study of this parable indicates that the character 
qualification necessary for inheriting the original
dominiongiventomanwillbeanunselfishinterest
inothers.Selfishnesshasbeenakillingblightupon
humanity throughout all the centuries of fallen 
man’s experience. Under the messianic kingdom 
arrangements,lovewillreplaceselfishness.Thenthe
full meaning of the Law which God gave to ancient 
Israel through Moses will be recognized and accepted 
as the rule of life for all mankind. Moses gave that law 
its true meaning, saying, “Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy might,” and, “Thou shalt love thy neighbor 
as thyself.”—Deut. 6:5 Lev. 19:18
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With such a standard of righteousness as the 
guiding principle in the lives of all the people, 
having been redeemed from original sin and re
stored to perfection of life, what a glorious place 
this earth will be! Those who refuse to obey and 
cooperate will, of course, not be permitted to live, 
for death will remain the penalty for willful sin. 
This means that there will be nothing to mar the 
happiness of the restored race.—Acts 3:22, 23

While many of the wonderful messianic king
dom promises are made, in the first instance,
to the Israelites, the Bible assures us that they 
willalsohaveafulfillmentinthepeopleofallna
tions; for Israel was used by Jehovah as a proto
type of the world. The Israelites regathered in 
Palestinewillhave thefirstopportunity toenjoy
the blessings, but all mankind is included in the 
mercy and love of our God.

Restitution of All Things

All the prophets of God were eloquent in 
their forecasts of blessings coming to both Jews 
and Gentiles through the agencies of Messiah’s 
kingdom. In the New Testament the Apostle Peter 
describes the period when these prophecies will 
befulfilledas“timesofrestitutionofall things,”
which, he adds, “God hath spoken by the mouth 
of all his holy prophets since the world began.” 
—Acts 3:20, 21

When Peter thus summed up the meaning of 
the united prophetic testimony concerning mes
sianic kingdom blessings, he was addressing a 
Jewish audience, so he added, “Ye are the chil
dren of the prophets, and of the covenant which 
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God made with our fathers, saying unto Abra ham, 
And in thy seed shall all the kindreds of the earth 
be blessed.”—Acts 3:25

Thus does Peter explain that God’s promise to 
Abraham to bless all the families of the earth is 
tobefulfilledbythe“restitution”ofallthings.We
know that God confirmed his promise to father
Abraham by his oath, and Peter tells us that he 
alsoconfirmeditbythetestimonyofallhisholy
prophets.

Restitution means restoration, and the most 
important thing to be restored to the people is 
life. Because they transgressed the divine law our 
firstparentslosttheprivilegeoflivingforever,and
their children were born imperfect and dying. Sin 
and death have continued to reign over the earth 
ever since, causing untold sorrow and suffering 
among the people of all nations.

The Prophet David wrote of this long period of 
human suffering, describing it as a nighttime of 
weeping. But as a prophet of God, David added 
the good news that “joy cometh in the morn ing.” 
(Ps. 30:5) In other words, the blight of sin and 
death is not to remain forever. 

Isaiah, another of God’s holy prophets, de
scribed the future “times of restitution” as a day 
in which the inhabitants of the world would no 
longer say they were sick. (Isa. 33:24) Isaiah also 
wrote that then blind eyes would be opened and 
deaf ears unstopped. (Isa. 35:5) He also wrote that 
the people would build houses and inhabit them, 
plant vineyards and eat the fruit of them.—Isa. 
65:21, 22
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Truly, the future of Israel and the world is 
bright.Theearth is tobefilledwith thegloryof
the Lord. (Hab. 2:14) There will be no more war, 
nor the fear of war. All will be economical ly and 
culturally secure, as symbolized in the prophecy 
of everyonedwellingunderhisownvineandfig
tree.—Micah 4:14

The ultimate and glorious result of the ruler
ship of that world government will be peace be
tween God and man, and among men, with the 
righteous laws of the Creator respected and 
obeyed by all mankind. The Prophet David elo
quently foretold this. We quote:

“Truth shall spring out of the earth; and right
eousness shall look down from heaven. Yea, the 
Lord shall give that which is good; and our land 
shall yield her increase. Righteousness shall go 
before him; and shall set us in the way of his 
steps.”—Ps. 85:1113


