
Lesson 29

Joseph’s Coat Identified

They got Joseph’s robe, slaugh tered a goat and dipped
the robe in the blood. They took the orna mented robe
back to their father.—Gen e sis 37:31,32

Jacob had become the father of twelve sons. The old est son was 
Reu ben who was kind but not wise. Sim eon was clever, but

not kind. Each of the sons was quite dif fer ent from the oth ers.
Joseph and Benjamin were the youn gest and still at home while
the ten other broth ers were tend ing the flocks. Jacob espe cially
loved Joseph and made him a beau ti ful coat of many  colors. The
older boys became  jealous of Joseph and when he had two
dreams which seemed to indi cate that all of the fam ily would
some day bow down to him and he (Joseph) would bless them, it
only made them more jeal ous.

One day Joseph went out to the fields to bring mes sages and
food to his broth ers from their father. The broth ers could see him
com ing and they plot ted to get rid of him. The cruel broth ers sold
him as a slave to a car a van of Ishmaelite mer chants on their way
to Egypt. Then they killed a goat and smeared Joseph’s beau ti ful
coat with its blood. When they gave Jacob the coat, he thought
exactly what they wanted him to think: Joseph had been killed by
a wild beast.

Jacob was heart bro ken and bit ter—no one could com fort him.
He cried, “In mourn ing will I go down to the grave [sheol] to my
son” (Gen e sis 37:35).

This is the first use of the word sheol in the Bible and it is the
only word trans lated hell in the Old Tes ta ment, King James ver -
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sion. Jacob did not think of his beloved son as hav ing gone to a
place of eter nal tor ture. He knew of no such place. Some teach
that because sheol is trans lated hell in the com mon ver sion it
means a place of ever last ing pun ish ment, yet the words “hell,”
“grave,” and “pit,” were used inter change ably as a trans la tion
of sheol in the Old Tes ta ment. Bible schol ars now agree that it
 simply means tomb or grave.

In the New Tes ta ment the word which means tomb or grave is
hades. Some mod ern trans la tors leave sheol and hades un trans -
lated (such as the Revised Stan dard Ver sion). One of the mean -
ings of the word hell is “a place that is cov ered or hid den.” There
is nei ther eter nal fire nor ever last ing tor ment asso ci ated with
either sheol or hades.

Joseph’s broth ers sold him as a slave to Ishmaelite mer chants.
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