
Lesson 35

The Law Covenant at Mt. Sinai

If you fol low my decrees and are care ful to obey my com -
mands … I will walk among you and be your God, and
you will be my peo ple.—Levit i cus 26:3,12

The Isra el ites looked to Moses for guid ance. They com plained
to him when they were not pleased even though they found

that God’s bless ings always came through him. Moses was their
medi a tor. This is one who brings about friendly rela tions between 
two par ties that do not agree. Moses explained God’s will to the
peo ple and begged God’s for give ness when they sinned against
his laws.

God gave the Isra el ites many rules or laws; the most im por tant
ones are called the Ten Com mand ments. Moses went up to Mt.
Sinai where God explained the law to him. Some were rules of
health: what foods to eat, what to do when there was sick ness;
oth ers told how to con duct busi ness fairly. And, most impor -
tantly, the law taught the peo ple how to deal with God and with
each other. All the peo ple agreed: “We will do every thing the
LORD has said” (Exo dus 19:8).

The law was per fect and the Isra el ites, being imper fect, could
not keep it. God knew this but he allowed them to try as it would
help them real ize their need for a Sav ior. One of God’s great est
mer cies and kind nesses is his prom ise that in the king dom the
Isra el ites will be res ur rected and he will make a new cov e nant
with them. It will be eas ier for them to keep this New Cov e nant
and, if they do so, they will live for ever on earth.

Moses was the medi a tor between God and the Isra el ites in the
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wil der ness which pic tures The Christ (Christ and his church) as
medi a tor between God and man kind in the Mil len nial age.

The Ten Com mand ments (Exo dus 20:3-17):
1. You shall have no other gods before me.
2. You shall not make any graven image or idol to wor ship.
3. You shall not use the name of the LORD God irrev er ently.
4. Remem ber the Sab bath Day to keep it holy.
5. Honor your father and your mother.
6. You shall not kill.
7. You shall not be unfaith ful to your hus band or your wife.
8. You shall not steal.
9. You shall not tell lies about other people.

10. You shall not have a strong desire for what belongs to oth ers.

The Ten Com mand ments were given by God to Moses on Mount Sinai.
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