
Volume 91 No. 3 A U S T R A L IA  J u ly  - S e p te m b e r  2008

Thy Kingdom Come
"Our Father which art in heaven. H allowed be thy 
name. Thy kingdom come. Thy w ill be done in earth, 
as it is in heaven ... " (M a tt . 6 :9 -1 0 ) .  T h o s e  w o rd s  a re  
p a r t  o f  w h a t  is  c o m m o n ly  c a l le d  " T h e L o rd 's  
P rayer"  a n d  a re  p o s s ib ly  th e  m o s t  f re q u e n tly  r e c i te d  
w o rd s  in  th e  w h o le  B ib le .

J e s u s  u t te re d  th o s e  w o rd s  to  H is  d is c ip le s  in  r e s p o n s e  
to  th e ir  r e q u e s t  to  te a c h  th e m  to  p ra y ,  j u s t  a s  J o h n  th e  
B a p tis t  h a d  ta u g h t  h is  d is c ip le s  to  p ra y : "And it came 
to pass that, as he was praying in a certain place, 
when he ceased, one o f  his disciples said  unto him, 
'Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his 
disciples'. And He sa id  unto them, 'When ye  pray, say 
1Our Father which art in heaven ..."" (L u k e  11:1 -2 ).

T h e re  is  n o  r e c o rd  in  th e  S c r ip tu re s  o f  th e  p r a y e r  th a t  
J o h n  th e  B a p tis t  g a v e  to  h is  d is c ip le s ,  b u t th e  p r a y e r  
th a t  J e s u s  g a v e  to  H is  d is c ip le s  is  r e c o rd e d  in  th e  
g o s p e ls  o f  b o th  M a tth e w  a n d  L u k e . T h e  p r a y e r  th a t  
J e s u s  g a v e  to  H is  d is c ip le s  is  m o re  im p o r ta n t  th a n  th e  
o n e  o f  J o h n  th e  B a p tis t  b e c a u s e  J e s u s  w a s  “the only 
begotten Son ” o f  G o d  (Jo h n  3 :1 6 ) .

A u th o r ity
A s  G o d ’s o n ly  b e g o t te n  S o n , J e s u s  c o u ld  s p e a k  w ith  
g re a t  a u th o r i ty .  N e v e r th e le s s  H e  a c k n o w le d g e d  th a t 
H e  w a s  s u b o rd in a te  to  H is  F a th e r ,  J e h o v a h  G o d . H e  
sa id : "...my Father is greater than 1" {Jo h n  1 4 :2 8 ).

A n y o n e  w h o  is p re s e n t  a t th e  b e g in n in g  o f  a n y  e v e n t  
o r  a r r a n g e m e n t is  m o re  a w a re  o f  th e  in tr ic a c ie s  o f  th e  
s i tu a tio n . A n d  so  it w a s  w i th  J e s u s ;  o n e  p o s s ib le  
r e a s o n  w h y  H e  c o u ld  s p e a k  w ith  s u c h  a u th o r i ty  w a s  
th a t  H e  w a s  p r e s e n t  a t th e  c r e a t io n  o f  th e  w o r ld  - H e  
w a s  "the beginning o f  the creation o f  God" (R e v . 
3 :1 4 ) . A s  th e  A p o s t le  J o h n  w ro te ,  "In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was with God ... The 
same was in the beginning with God" ( Jo h n  1 :1 -2 ). 
H o w e v e r  w h e th e r  H is  p r e s e n c e  w ith  G o d  a t  c r e a t io n  
w a s  a  f a c to r  th a t  e n a b le d  H im  to  k n o w  e x a c t ly  w h a t  
G o d  h a d  p la n n e d  fo r  th e  E a r th  is  im m a te r ia l:  th e  
e s s e n tia l  p o in t  is  th a t  H e  k n e w  th a t  H e  h a d  c o m e  to  
E a r th  to  d o  H is  F a th e r ’s w ill .  H e  s a id  “For 1 came 
down from  heaven, not to do mine own will, but the

w ill o f  him that sent m e” ( J o h n  6 :3 8 ) .  H e  a ls o  sa id  
“The words that 1 speak unto you 1 speak not o f  
myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth 
the works ” ( J o h n  1 4 :1 0 ) .

A n o th e r  r e a s o n  w h y  H e  c o u ld  s p e a k  w ith  g re a t 
a u th o r i ty  w h e n  H e  w a s  o n  E a r th  w a s  th a t  H e  h a d  
r e c e iv e d  th e  H o ly  S p ir i t  (M a tt .  3 :1 6 -1 7 ) .  T h e  H o ly  
S p ir i t  e n a b le d  H im  to  k n o w  G o d ’s p la n ,  j u s t  a s  it 
e n a b le s  C h r is t ia n s  to  u n d e r s ta n d  G o d 's  p la n : "Now we 
have received, not the spirit o f  the world, but the Spirit 
which is o f  God; that we might know the things that 
are freely  given to us o f  God" (1 C o r . 2 :1 2 ) .  H o w e v e r  
n o t  o n ly  d id  J e s u s  r e c e iv e  th e  H o ly  S p ir i t ,  b u t H e  
r e c e iv e d  it "without measure" ( J o h n  3 :3 4 ) .  R e c e iv in g  
th e  H o ly  S p ir i t  “without m easure” in f e r s  th a t  H e  w a s  
a b le  to  k n o w  e v e ry  d e ta i l  o f  G o d ’s p la n  w h e re a s  
C h r is t ia n s  to d a y  o n ly  “know in p a r t” (1 C o r . 13 :9 , 
12 ). H e  k n e w  e x a c t ly  w h y  G o d  h a d  s e n t H im  to  
E a r th :  “Even as the Son o f  man came not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a 
ransom fo r  m any” (M a tt .  2 0 :2 8 ) ,  a n d  “la m  come that 
they might have life, and that they might have it more 
abundantly ” ( J o h n  1 0 :1 0 ) .

I t w a s  th a t s a m e  J e s u s  w h o  w a s  w ith  G o d  a t  c re a t io n ,  
a n d  w h o  h a d  r e c e iv e d  th e  H o ly  S p ir i t  “without 
m easure”, w h o  to ld  H is  d is c ip le s  to  p ra y  “Thy 
Kingdom C om e”. C o n s e q u e n t ly  C h r is t ia n s  to d a y  m a y  
b e  fu lly  c o n f id e n t  th a t  G o d  w il l  h o n o u r  th e  p r a y e r  th a t 
H is  S o n  to ld  th e m  to  p ra y .

O u r F a th er
T h e  f irs t w o rd s  o f  th e  p r a y e r  th a t  J e s u s  ta u g h t  H is  
d is c ip le s  a re  “Our F ather”. T h e  d i s c ip le s ’ fa ith
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w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  s t r e n g th e n e d  b y  th o s e  w o rd s  b e c a u s e  
th e y  in f e r r e d  th a t  J e s u s  w a s  g r o u p in g  th e m  w ith  
H im s e l f  a s  o n e  o f  th e  d iv in e  fa m ily . L ik e w is e ,  f o r  th e  
C h r is t ia n  to d a y  th e  w o rd s  "our Father" g iv e  a  f e e lin g  
o f  a  s p ir itu a l d e p th  th a t  is  th e  p r iv i le g e  o n ly  a f e w  c a n  
a p p re c ia te .  T h e y  im p re s s  o n  th e  h u m a n  m in d  h o w  
g re a t  a  p r iv i le g e  it  is  to  u n d e r s ta n d  a n d  a d d re s s  
a lm ig h ty  G o d  a s  “our F ather”. T h a t f e e l in g  o f  
r e v e re n c e  is  in c re a s e d  b y  th e  n e x t  w o rd s  o f  th e  p ra y e r :  
‘‘H allowed  (h o ly )  be thy name". J e s u s  w a s  te l l in g  H is  
d is c ip le s  th a t  th e y  w e re  to  a c k n o w le d g e  G o d 's  
m a je s ty ,  a n d  th a t  th e y  w e r e  p r a y in g  to  th e  g r e a te s t  
a u th o r i ty  in  th e  u n iv e rs e .  T h u s  th e  w o rd s  th a t  fo llo w  
w e r e  o f  u tm o s t  im p o r ta n c e  a n d  re lia b il i ty .

T h e  d esire  for  th e  k in g d o m
T h e  n e x t  w o rd s  a re  "Thy kingdom come". T h e y  
e x p re s s  th e  v e ry  e s s e n c e  o f  th e  C h r is t ia n  fa ith : a  h o p e  
th a t  p ro m is e s  a  w o r ld  th a t  is  f re e  f ro m  th e  s ic k n e s s ,  
s tr ife  a n d  s o r ro w  th a t  p la g u e  th e  p re s e n t  w o rld .

A c c o rd in g  to  th e  B ib le  it  is a p p ro x im a te ly  6 0 0 0  y e a r s  
s in c e  A d a m  a n d  E v e  w e re  p e r f e c t  in  th e  G a rd e n  o f  
E d e n . S in c e  th e y  tr a n s g r e s s e d  G o d 's  la w , m a n k in d  h a s  
e x p e r ie n c e d  th e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  th e i r  d is o b e d ie n c e  as 
d e s c r ib e d  in  R o m a n s  8 :2 0 -2 3 : "For the creature was 
made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason o f  
him who hath subjected the same in hope, because the 
creature itself also shall be delivered from  the 
bondage o f  corruption into the glorious liberty o f  the 
children o f  God. For we know that the whole creation 
groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now. 
And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the 
firstfruits o f  the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within 
ourselves, waiting fo r  the adoption, to wit, the 
redemption o f  our body".

T h o s e  v e r s e s  e x p la in  f o u r  im p o r ta n t  a s p e c ts  o f  G o d 's  
p la n .

T h e  f irs t a s p e c t  is  th a t  "the creature was made subject 
to vanity, not willingly, but by reason o f  him who hath 
subjected the same in hope". T h e  b o n d a g e  o f  
c o r ru p tio n  th a t  h a s  p la g u e d  m a n k in d  fo r  6 0 0 0  y e a r s  
w a s  im p o s e d  b y  G o d  to  a c c o m p lis h  H is  p u rp o s e , a n d  
th a t  m e a n s  th a t  th e  p r e s e n t  d is t re s s  is  n o t b e y o n d  
G o d 's  c o n t ro l  b u t  r a th e r  th a t  H e  e n g in e e re d  it.

T h e  g re a t  b e n e f i t  to  th e  C h r is t ia n  th a t  s te m s  f ro m  th is  
u n d e r s ta n d in g  is  th a t, i f  G o d  h a s  e n g in e e re d  th e  
p r e s e n t  "bondage o f  corruption", th e n  H e  is  a b le  to  
s to p  it w h e n  it  h a s  a c h ie v e d  H is  p u rp o s e . A n d  th a t  is  
th e  s e c o n d  p o in t th a t  th e  A p o s t le  m a k e s  in  R o m a n s  
8 :2 0 -2 3 ; th a t  th e  crea tio n  w ill be d e livered .

T h e  th ird  p o in t  to  n o te  in  th e  v e rs e s  q u o te d  a b o v e  
(R o m . 8 :2 0 -2 3 )  is  th a t "the whole creation groaneth 
and travaileth in pain together". It d o e s  n o t  ta k e  m o re

th a n  a  m o m e n t to  r e a l is e  th e  t ru th  o f  th a t  s ta te m e n t  - 
e v e ry w h e re  o n e  lo o k s  in  th e  w o r ld  to d a y  o n e  c a n  see  
s tr if e  a n d  tu m u lt ,  h a rd s h ip  a n d  s u f fe r in g , e v e n  in  th e  
W e s te rn  o r  s o -c a l le d  " d e v e lo p e d "  n a t io n s .  A t  th e  tim e  
o f  w r i t in g  th is  a r tic le , th e re  a re  s tr ife  to m  r e g io n s  in  
w e s te rn  E u ro p e ,  A fr ic a ,  th e  m id d le  E a s t ,  a n d  th e  fa r  
E a s t  (A s ia ) .  T h e s e  a n d  se v e ra l  o th e r  r e g io n s  a re  a lso  
e x p e r ie n c in g  “ n a tu ra l  d is a s te r s ”  s u c h  a s  f lo o d s , f ire , 
to rn a d o e s  o r  d ro u g h t.

T h e  f in a l  p o in t  th a t  th e  A p o s t le  e x p re s s e s  in  so  few  
w o rd s  in  R o m a n s  8 :2 3  is  th a t  C h r is t ia n s  "groan within 
themselves waiting fo r  the adoption, the redemption o f  
our body". C h r is t ia n s  g ro a n  b e c a u s e  th e y  e m p a th is e  
w i th  th e  s u f fe r in g  w o r ld  a n d  b e c a u s e  th e y  re a l is e  th a t 
th e  s u f fe r in g  w il l  n o t e n d  u n til  th e  k in g d o m  o f  G o d  is 
e s ta b l is h e d  o n  th e  e a r th .

D e liv e r a n c e  n igh
T h e  th o u g h t  o f  G o d ’s w il l  b e in g  d o n e  in  E a r th  as  it  is 
in  h e a v e n  is  a v e ry  a t t r a c t iv e  o n e . H o w e v e r  th e  
d is c ip le s ’ q u e s t io n  to  H im  ju s t  b e fo re  H e  r e tu rn e d  to  
h e a v e n  in d ic a te s  th a t  th e  d is c ip le s  m ig h t  n o t h a v e  
r e a l is e d  e x a c t ly  w h a t  H is  p r a y e r  m e a n t.  T h e y  a s k e d  
H im  “Wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom 
to Israel?” (A c ts  1 :6 ). T h e y  w e re  I s ra e l i te s  a n d  th e y  
k n e w  th e  g lo ry  th a t  Is ra e l  h a d  e n jo y e d  c e n tu r ie s  ag o , 
a n d  th e y  e x p e c te d  H im  to  r e s to r e  th a t  g lo ry  to  th e m .

It is  n o w  a p p ro x im a te ly  2 0 0 0  y e a r s  s in c e  J e s u s  to ld  
H is  d is c ip le s  to  p ra y  in  th is  m a n n e r  a n d  s till G o d ’s 
w il l  is  n o t d o n e  in  E a r th  a s  it is  in  h e a v e n . T h e  
q u e s t io n  m a y  w e ll  b e  a s k e d , w h e n  w ill  th e  p r a y e r  b e  
a n s w e re d ?

J e s u s  g a v e  H is  d is c ip le s  s o m e  c lu e s  a s  to  w h e n  th e  
k in g d o m  w o u ld  b e  n e a r : “And there shall be signs in 
the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon 
the earth distress o f  nations, with perplexity; the sea 
and the waves roaring; men's hearts failing them fo r  
fear, and fo r  looking after those things which are 
coming on the earth: fo r  the pow ers o f  heaven shall be 
shaken. And then shall they see the Son o f  man 
coming in a cloud with pow er and great glory. And  
when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, 
and lift up your heads; fo r  your redemption draweth 
nigh" (L u k e  2 1 :2 8 ) .

M a n y  o f  th o s e  s ig n s  e x is t  in  th e s e  e a r ly  y e a r s  o f  th e  
2 1 s t  c e n tu ry  a n d  so  C h r is t ia n s  s h o u ld  b e  e n c o u ra g e d  
“to wait fo r  his Son from  heaven, whom he raised  

from  the dead, even Jesus ... ” (1 T h e s s .  1 :10 ).

T h e  s u f fe r in g  c u r r e n t ly  b e in g  e x p e r ie n c e d  b y  th e  
h u m a n  c r e a t io n  w ill e n d  w h e n  G o d 's  p u rp o s e  in  
s u b je c t in g  m a n k in d  to  it h a s  b e e n  a c c o m p lis h e d . 
M e a n w h ile  th e  C h r is t ia n  c o n t in u e s  to  p ra y  "Thy 
kingdom come".
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T o  Seek and to Save
W h e n  J e s u s  w a s  o n  E a r th  H e  d e c la re d  th a t  H e  h a d  
c o m e  to  “seek and to save that which was lo st”. T h e  
r e c o rd  c o n t in u e s :  "And as they heard these things, he 
added and spake a parable, because he was nigh to 
Jerusalem, and because they thought that the kingdom  
o f  G od should immediately appear"  (L u k e  1 9 :1 0 -1 1 ).

T h o s e  v e r s e s  re v e a l tw o  a s p e c ts  o f  th e  p e o p le 's  b e l i e f  
a t  th a t  t im e : f irs tly , th a t  it  w o u ld  b e  H is  k in g d o m  th a t  
w o u ld  re c o v e r  th e  q u a l i t ie s  a n d  c o n d i t io n s  th a t  th e  
p e o p le  k n e w  th e y  h a d  lo s t ,  a n d  s e c o n d ly , th a t  th e  
k in g d o m  w o u ld  s o o n  b e  e s ta b l is h e d .  J e s u s  d id  n o t 
d is p u te  th e  f ir s t  p o in t  ( th a t  i t  w a s  H e  w h o  w o u ld  
re s to re  th a t  w h ic h  th e y  h a d  lo s t)  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  
c o r re c t;  h o w e v e r  th e i r  b e l i e f  th a t  th e  k in g d o m  w a s  
n e a r  w a s  in c o r r e c t  a n d  J e s u s  c o n s id e r e d  it  n e c e s s a r y  to  
e x p la in  b y  w a y  o f  a  p a ra b le  th a t  th e  k in g d o m  w a s  n o t  
im m in e n t .  H e  l ik e n e d  th e  d e la y  to  a  n o b le m a n  w h o  
w e n t  in to  a  f a r  c o u n try , w h ic h ,  in  v ie w  o f  th e  t r a n s p o r t  
a v a i la b le  in  th a t  d a y  w o u ld  h a v e  in f e r r e d  a 
c o n s id e ra b le  d e lay .

T h a t w h ich  w as lo st
In  o r d e r  to  c o r r e c t ly  in d e n t i f y  w h a t  J e s u s  m e a n t  w h e n  
H e  sa id  th a t  H e  h a d  c o m e  "to save that which was 
lost", it  is  n e c e s s a r y  to  c o n s id e r  th e  c o n te x t  o f  th e  
v e r s e s .

T h e s e  w o rd s  o f  J e s u s  w e re  r e c o rd e d  b y  b o th  M a t th e w  
a n d  L u k e . H o w e v e r  th e  v e r s e s  th a t  p r e c e d e  H is  w o rd s  
d i f fe r  in  th e  tw o  r e c o rd s :  M a t th e w  1 8 :1 -1 1  r e c o rd s  
J e s u s  e x p la in in g  th e  n e e d  fo r  h u m il i ty  a m o n g s t  H is  
fo l lo w e rs  as  e x e m p li f ie d  b y  th e  h u m il i ty  o f  a lit t le  
c h i ld ,  w h ile  L u k e  1 9 :2 -9  r e c o rd s  J e s u s ' d e a l in g s  w ith  
Z a c c h a e u s .  H o w e v e r  th e re  is  o n e  le s s o n  th a t  c a n  b e  
le a rn e d  f ro m  b o th  r e c o rd s ,  a n d  th a t  is  th e  m e s s a g e  o f  
s a lv a t io n  -  "... it is better for thee to enter into life 
with one eye ..." (M a tt .  1 8 :9 )  a n d  "This day is 
salvation come to this house” (L u k e  1 9 :9 ) . In  th e  
b r o a d e s t  s e n s e  th e  o n e  th in g  th a t  w a s  lo s t  a n d  w h ic h  
J e s u s  c a m e  to  sa v e  w a s  e te r n a l  life .

E te r n a l life  lo st
A n  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  J e s u s ' w o rd s  th a t  H e  h a d  c o m e  to  
“save eternal life” re q u ir e s  a n  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  G o d 's  

p u rp o s e  in  c r e a t in g  m a n k in d .  T h e  S c r ip tu re s  d e c la re :  
"In the beginning God created the heaven and the 
earth ... And the Lord G od p lan ted a garden eastward  
in Eden; and there he pu t the man whom he had 

fo rm ed ” (G e n . 1 :1 ; 2 :8 ) . T h e n  "... God said, 'Let us 
make man in our image, after our likeness: and let 
them have dominion over the fish  o f  the sea, and over 
the fow l o f  the air, and over the cattle, and over all the 
earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth 
upon the earth'. So God created man in his own

image ... And God blessed them, and God said  unto 
them, 'Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the 
earth, and subdue i t (G e n . 1 :2 6 -3 1 ). T h o s e  v e rs e s  
s p e a k  o n ly  o f  M a n ’s d o m in io n  o n  th e  E a r th  a n d  m a k e  
n o  m e n tio n  o f  h is  d e a th .

D e a th
D e a th  e n te r e d  th e  s c e n e  w h e n  A d a m  a te  o f  th e  f ru i t  o f  
th e  t r e e  o f  th e  k n o w le d g e  o f  g o o d  a n d  e v i l in  
c o n t r a v e n t io n  o f  G o d 's  c o m m a n d m e n t:  "But o f  the tree 
o f  the knowledge o f  good and evil, thou shalt not eat 
o f  it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt 
surely die" (G e n . 2 :1 7 ) . T h e  e n try  o f  d e a th  is  th e  f irs t  
c o m p o n e n t  o f  G o d ’s p la n  th a t  m u s t  b e  u n d e r s to o d  in  
o rd e r  to  u n d e r s ta n d  J e s u s ’ w o rd s  th a t  H e  h a d  c o m e  “to 
save that which was lost

T h e  s e c o n d  c o m p o n e n t  o f  G o d 's  p la n  th a t  r a t i f ie s  
J e s u s ’ c la im  th a t  H e  h a d  c o m e  to  "save that which was 
lost" is  th a t  G o d  d e e m e d  a ll o f  A d a m 's  p r o g e n y  to  b e  
g u il ty  b e c a u s e  o f  A d a m 's  t r a n s g r e s s io n .  T h e  A p o s tle  
P a u l  e x p la in s  it  in  th e s e  w o rd s :  "Wherefore, as by one 
man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and 
so death p assed  upon all men, fo r  that all have 
sinned” (R o m . 5 :1 2 ) . T h e  c o n d e m n a t io n  to  d e a th  o f  
a ll m e n  o n  th e  b a s is  o f  A d a m 's  t r a n s g r e s s io n  m ig h t  
s e e m  to  b e  h a r s h  a n d  u n ju s t .  H o w e v e r  G o d  h a d  a 
g r a n d e r  p la n ,  a s  P a u l g o e s  o n  to  e x p la in :  "But not as 
the o ffence, so also is the free gift. For i f  through the 
offence o f  one many be dead, much more the grace o f  
God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus 
Christ, hath abounded unto many. And not as it was 
by one that sinned, so is the gift: for the judgm ent was 
by one to condemnation, but the free gift is o f  many 
offences unto justification. For if  by one man's offence 
death reigned by one; much more they which receive 
abundance o f  grace and o f  the gift o f  righteousness 
shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ. Therefore, as 
by the offence o f  one judgm ent came upon all men to 
condemnation; even so by the righteousness o f  one the 
f  ree gift came upon all men unto justification o f  life. 
For as by one man's disobedience many were made 
sinners, so, by the obedience o f  one shall many be 
made righteous" (R o m . 5 :1 2 -1 9 ) .

T h u s  G o d 's  a r r a n g e m e n t is  th a t ,  b y  c o n d e m n in g  a ll o f  
m a n k in d  to  d e a th  b e c a u s e  o f  A d a m 's  t r a n s g re s s io n ,  H e  
c o u ld  j u s t ly  g r a n t  a ll m a n k in d  l if e  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  
r ig h te o u s n e s s  o f  o n e  m a n , J e s u s  C h ris t .

T h e  A p o s t le  P a u l e x p o u n d e d  G o d 's  p la n  to  th e  
C h r is t ia n s  a t  C o r in th  in  s im ila r  te rm s : "For since by 
man came death, by man came also the resurrection o f  
the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ 
shall all be made a live” (1 C o r. 1 5 :2 1 -2 2 ) .  T h e  w o rd s
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"as in Adam all die" a r e  v e ry  im p o r ta n t ,  b u t  th e  w o rd s  
"in Christ shall all be made alive" a re  m o re  im p o r ta n t.  
E v e ry  h u m a n  b e in g  c a n  te s t i f y  to  th e  tru th  o f  th e  f irs t 
p a r t  o f  th e  s ta te m e n t:  "all are dying" - th e  r ic h , th e  
p o o r ,  th e  s tru g g lin g , th e  k in g s  - a l l  a re  d y in g . T h e  la s t 
p a r t  o f  th e  s ta te m e n t  -  th a t  "all in Christ will be made 
alive" - is  y e t  to  b e  fu lf i l le d  a n d  th e  h o p e  o f  C h r is t ia n s  
is  th a t  it  w ill  b e  fu lf i l le d . T h e  C h r is t ia n 's  fa ith  th a t 
J e s u s  w il l  b r in g  it  a b o u t  is  b a s e d  o n  J e s u s ' d e c la ra t io n  
a f te r  H e  h a d  b e e n  r e s u r re c te d  th a t  "All pow er is given 
unto me in heaven and in earth” (M a tt . 2 8 :1 8 ) .

E x a m p les  o f  H is P o w er
J e s u s ' s ta te m e n t  th a t  "All pow er is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth" g iv e s  a s s u ra n c e  th a t  th e  p ro m is e  
th a t  "all will be made alive" w il l  c o m e  to  p a s s . G o d ’s 
p o w e r  is  in f in i te  a n d  I s r a e l ’s e x o d u s  f ro m  E g y p t  
i l lu s tr a te s  th a t  p o w e r . T h e  r e c o rd  is  in  E x o d u s  12.

A t th a t  t im e  E g y p t  w a s  a  m ig h ty  p o w e r .  V e r s e s  37  
a n d  38  s ta te  th a t  th e  n u m b e r  o f  I s ra e l i  m e n  th a t  c a m e  
o u t o f  E g y p t  w a s  "about 600,000" p lu s  "a mixed 
multitude ... and flocks and herds and much cattle", 
all “on fo o t”. E v e n  w ith  m o d e m  m e a n s  o f  tr a n s p o r t ,  
p r o v id in g  fo r  th e i r  t r a v e l  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  a  m a m m o th  
ta s k . H o w e v e r  th e re  w e re  s e v e ra l  o th e r  fa c to rs  th a t  
a d d e d  g re a tly  to  th e  d if f ic u l ty  o f  th e  ta sk . T h e y  d id  
n o t h a v e  m o to r is e d  tr a n s p o r t ,  th e re  w a s  n o  m e a n s  o f  
c o m m u n ic a t in g  w ith  la rg e  g r o u p s  a n d  th e re  w a s  n o  
in f ra s tru c tu re  th a t  w o u ld  p r o v id e  fo r  th e ir  f o o d  a n d  
w a te r  en route.

A n  e a r ly  o b s ta c le  o f  a d i f f e r e n t  k in d  w a s  p re s e n te d  b y  
th e  R e d  S e a  (E x o d u s  1 3 :1 8 ) . H o w e v e r  G o d  d iv id e d  
th e  s e a  a n d  th e y  c ro s s e d  o n  d ry  la n d , b u t  w h e n  th e  
E g y p tia n s  fo l lo w e d ,  P h a ra o h  a n d  h is  a rm y  d ro w n e d . 
T h e  I s r a e l i te s ’ c ro s s in g  w a s  a  m ir a c le  - th a t  is , th e  
p o w e r  o f  G o d  in  a c tio n .

I s ra e l  w e n t  o v e r  th e  R e d  S e a  in to  th e  d e s e r t .  T h e y  
w e re  fa c e d  w ith  h u n g e r  a n d  th ir s t ,  h o w e v e r  G o d  
p r o v id e d  fo r  th e i r  n e e d s . F o r  4 0  y e a r s  m a n n a  fe ll 
f ro m  h e a v e n  (E x o d u s  1 6 :3 5 ) ; in  th e  H e b re w  la n g u a g e  
" m a n n a "  (Anlua)  m e a n s  "gift o f  heaven". T h e  
m ira c u lo u s  f e e d in g  o f  s u c h  a  la rg e  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p le  
a n d  l iv e s to c k  fo r  a  p e r io d  o f  4 0  y e a r s  is  a  m ir a c le  th a t  
w a r ra n ts  r e f le c t io n ;  it  is  a  f e a t  th a t  o n ly  G o d 's  p o w e r  
c o u ld  a c c o m p lis h ,  a n d  J e s u s  n o w  h a s  th a t  s a m e  p o w e r .

N o t  o n e  p e r s o n  d ie d  f ro m  th i r s t  d u r in g  th e i r  4 0  y e a r  
t r e k  th ro u g h  th e  w ild e rn e s s .  W h e n  th e re  w a s  "no 
water fo r  the people to drink" (E x o d u s  17 :1 ), G o d  
p r o v id e d  w a te r  f ro m  a ro c k , a  s u b s ta n c e  th a t  is 
n o r m a l ly  d e v o id  o f  w a te r :  "Behold, 1 will stand before 
thee there upon the rock in Horeb; and thou shall 
smite the rock, and there shall come water out o f  it 
that the people may drink. And Moses did  so in the 
sight o f  the elders o f  Israel"  (E x o d u s  1 7 :6 ). S u ch

e x a m p le s  o f  G o d 's  p o w e r  s h o u ld  a s s u re  e v e ry  
C h r is t ia n  th a t  H e  is  a b le  to  p r o v id e  fo r  a ll o f  M a n 's  
n e e d s ,  a n d  J e s u s  C h r is t  h a s  b e e n  g iv e n  th a t  sa m e  
p o w e r  - “ all pow er in heaven and in earth".

V irg in  b irth
A n o th e r  m ir a c le  th a t  d e m o n s tr a te s  G o d 's  p o w e r  an d  
s u p e r io r i ty  o v e r  th e  " n a tu ra l"  p o w e rs  o f  m a n k in d  is 
J e s u s ’ c o n c e p t io n  in  th e  v irg in  M a ry 's  w o m b , as  
r e c o rd e d  in  M a tth e w  1 :18 : "Now the birth o f  Jesus 
Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was 
espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she 
was found with child o f  the Holy Ghost". T h e  
a u th e n tic i ty  o f  th e  m ira c le  is  a t te s te d  b y  th e  f a c t  th a t  it 
w a s  p r o p h e s ie d  m o re  th a n  6 0 0  y e a r s  p re v io u s ly :  
"Therefore the Lord him self shall give you a sign; 
Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and 
shall call his name Immanuel" (Isa . 7 :1 4 ) .

J esu s' m ira c les
A n o th e r  m ira c le  th a t  i l lu s tr a te s  G o d 's  p o w e r  th ro u g h  
J e s u s  w a s  th e  f e e d in g  o f  th e  "5000 men apart from  
women and children", f ro m  o n ly  5 lo a v e s  a n d  2 f ish e s . 
T h e  m ira c le  w a s  p e r fo rm e d  w h e n  J e s u s  w a s  o n  E a r th  
e v e n  b e f o r e  H e  h a d  b e e n  g iv e n  "all pow er in heaven 
and in earth". N o t  o n ly  d id  "they eat and were filled"  
b u t  12 b a s k e ts  w e re  f ille d  w ith  th e  f r a g m e n ts  th a t  
r e m a in e d  (M a tt . 1 4 :1 4 -2 1 ).

J esu s' d eath
T h e  e v e n ts  th a t  o c c u r re d  w h e n  J e s u s  d ie d  o n  th e  c ro s s  
fu r th e r  te s t i f y  to  G o d ’s p o w e r :  “Now from  the sixth 
hour there was darkness over all the land unto the 
ninth hour” (M a tt . 2 7 :4 5 ) . T h e  d a rk e n in g  o f  th e  su n  
f ro m  n o o n  u n ti l  m id -a f te rn o o n  e x e m p li f ie s  G o d ’s 
p o w e r  o v e r  e v e ry  c o m p o n e n t  o f  th e  u n iv e rs e  th a t  H e  
c re a te d ,  a n d  is  s im ila r  to  H is  a c t io n  in  m a k in g  th e  su n  
s ta n d  s till in  J o s h u a ’s d a y  ( J o s h u a  1 0 :1 2 ).

A n o th e r  e v e n t  th a t  o c c u r re d  a t  th e  t im e  o f  J e s u s ’ d e a th  
a n d  w h ic h  e x e m p li f ie s  G o d ’s p o w e r  w a s  th e  re n d in g  
o f  th e  v e i l  o f  th e  te m p le :  “And, behold, the veil o f  the 
temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; 
and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent ... ” (M a tt. 
2 7 :5 1 ) .  A  m a n  w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  h a d  th e  s tr e n g th  to  d o  
th a t  b e c a u s e  th e  v e i l  w a s  4  in c h e s  (1 0  c m .)  th ic k . T h is  
r e m a rk a b le  e v e n t  c o n v in c e d  th e  R o m a n  c e n tu r io n  a n d  
th e  o th e r  s o ld ie r s  w h o  h a d  g u a rd e d  J e s u s  th a t  H e  w as  
th e  S o n  o f  G o d . J e s u s  n o w  h a s  th e  s a m e  p o w e r  th a t 
r e n t  th e  v e il.

T h e  e v e n ts  r e f e r re d  to  a b o v e  g iv e  C h r is t ia n s  e v e ry  
c o n f id e n c e  th a t  G o d  h a s  th e  p o w e r  to  e s ta b l is h  th e  
k in g d o m  f o r  w h ic h  J e s u s  ta u g h t  H is  d is c ip le s  to  p r a y  
“thy kingdom com e”. B e c a u s e  G o d  h a s  g iv e n  th e  
s a m e  p o w e r  to  J e s u s , J e s u s ’ s ta te m e n t  th a t  H e  c a m e  
“to seek and to save that which was lo s t” w ill n o t 
s u f fe r  d u e  to  a  la c k  o f  p o w e r  o r  a u th o r i ty .
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Resurrection Challenges
A t th e  p r e s e n t  t im e  ( th e  y e a r  th a t  is  c o m m o n ly  c a l le d  
2 0 0 8 A D ),  J e s u s ’ c o m in g  to  E a r th  a n d  H is  d e a th  o n  th e  
C ro s s  h a v e  n o t  h a d  a n y  a p p a re n t  e f f e c t  o r  in f lu e n c e  o n  
th e  a f fa ir s  o f  m a n k in d  - th e  n a t io n s  c o n t in u e  to  f ig h t 
e a c h  o th e r ,  p e o p le  s t i l l  g e t  s ic k  a n d  d ie  a n d  s e e m in g ly  

all things continue as they were from  the 
beginning o f  the creation  . . . ” (2  P e t. 3 :4 ) . I t  a p p e a r s  
to  b e  a s  S o lo m o n  s a id ,  “One generation passeth away, 
and another generation cometh: but the earth abideth 
forever ” (E c c l .  1 :4 ).

N e v e r th e le s s  th e  S c r ip tu re s  a re  c le a r  th a t  J e s u s ’ f irs t 
a d v e n t  w ill  h a v e  a n  e f f e c t  o n  th e  a f fa ir s  o f  m a n k in d  a t 
H is  s e c o n d  c o m in g  ( “ s e c o n d  a d v e n t” ): “And he shall 
send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto 
you: Whom the heaven must receive until the times o f  
restitution o f  all things, which God hath spoken by the 
mouth o f  all his holy prophets since the world  
began” ( A c ts  3 :2 0 -2 1 ) .  T h e  w o rk  o f  H is  F ir s t  A d v e n t  
w a s  a p r e r e q u is i te  fo r  th e  w o rk  th a t  H e  w ill 
a c c o m p lis h  w h e n  H e  c o m e s  a g a in  w h e n  th e re  w ill b e  
“a time o f  restitution o f  all things

R esu rrec tio n
H o w e v e r  i f  th e  b e n e f i ts  o f  H is  c o m in g  a re  l im ite d  to  
th o s e  w h o  a re  l iv in g  w h e n  H e  r e tu rn s ,  th e  b e n e f i ts  w ill  
b e  e n jo y e d  b y  o n ly  a  f ra c tio n  o f  th o s e  w h o  h a v e  l iv e d  
s in c e  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  t im e , a n d  th a t  w o u ld  b e  a 
s h a l lo w  fu lf i l lm e n t  o f  th e  a n g e ls ’ m e s s a g e  “Behold 1 
bring you good tidings o f  great jo y  which shall be to 
all people ” (L u k e  2 :1 0 ) .

In  o rd e r  fo r  th e  b e n e f i ts  to  e x te n d  to  th o s e  w h o  h a v e  
liv e d  a n d  d ie d  b e f o r e  H e  re tu rn s ,  th e re  w il l  h a v e  to  b e  
a  r e s u r re c t io n ,  th a t  is , th e  d e a d  w il l  h a v e  to  b e  b ro u g h t  
b a c k  to  life . S u c h  a r e s u r re c t io n  is  p ro m is e d  a n d  is  a  
k e y  e le m e n t  o f  G o d ’s p la n . J e s u s  d e c la re d  “Marvel 
not at this: fo r  the hour is coming, in the which all 
that are in the graves shall hear his voice, and shall 
come forth: they that have done good, unto the 
resurrection o f  life; and they that have done evil, unto 
the resurrection o f  damnation ( ju d g m e n t ) ” ( J o h n  5 :2 8  
-2 9 ). A t  f ir s t  g la n c e  J e s u s ’ w o rd s  “all in the graves 
shall come fo r th ” p r e s e n t  a c h a l le n g e  to  th e  h u m a n  
m in d  b e c a u s e  m a n y  h a v e  b e e n  d is m e m b e re d  b y  
b o m b s ,  v io le n c e  o r  a c c id e n t,  a n d  a ls o  b e c a u s e  it  is  
a p p ro x im a te ly  6 0 0 0  y e a r s  s in c e  th e  c r e a t io n  o f  A d a m  
a n d  E v e  a n d  h e n c e  th e  la rg e  m a jo r i ty  o f  th o s e  w h o  
h a v e  d ie d  w o u ld  h a v e  “returned to du st” (G e n . 3 :1 9 ) .

N e v e r th e le s s  s u c h  a  h o p e  w a s  p r o c la im e d  b y  th e  
A p o s t le  P a u l in  h is  d e fe n c e  b e fo re  F e lix :  “But this I 
confess unto thee, that after the way which they call 
heresy, so worship 1 the God o f  my fathers, believing 
all things which are written in the law and in the

prophets: And have hope toward God, which they 
themselves also allow, that there shall be a 
resurrection o f  the dead, both o f  the ju st and 
unjust ” ( A c ts  2 4 :1 5 ) .

W ith  w h a t b od y?
A s  m e n t io n e d  a b o v e , th e  f ir s t  c h a l le n g e  to  th e  c o n c e p t  
o f  a  r e s u r re c t io n  is  th e  p h y s ic a l  b o d y  - w h a t  b o d ie s  
w ill  th e  r e s u r re c te d  p e r s o n s  b e  g iv e n ?  T h e  q u e s t io n  is  
p a r t ic u la r ly  r e le v a n t  to  th o s e  p e o p le  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  
b lo w n  a p a r t  in  w a r fa r e ,  b e e n  d is f ig u re d  b y  d is e a s e  o r  
in ju ry  o r  h a v e  o th e r  d is a b i l i t ie s .

T h e  a n s w e r  to  th a t  q u e s t io n  w a s  g iv e n  b y  th e  A p o s t le  
P a u l in  h is  le t te r  to  th e  C o r in th ia n s  so  th a t  th e y  c o u ld  
r e s p o n d  to  a n y  w h o  m ig h t  a s k  th e m  th e  s a m e  q u e s tio n : 
“But some man w ill say, ‘How are the dead raised  
up? A nd with what body do they com e?’ Thou fool, 
that which thou sowest is not quickened, except it die: 
And that which thou sowest, thou sowest not that body 
that shall be, but bare grain, it may chance o f  wheat, 
or o f  some other grain: But God giveth it a body as it 
hath p leased  him, and to every seed  his own body 
. . . ” (1 C o r . 1 5 :3 5 -3 9 ). A n d  so  it w ill  b e  in  th e  
r e s u r r e c t io n  - th e  b o d y  th a t  e x is te d  in  th is  l if e  a n d  
w h ic h  g o e s  d o w n  in to  th e  g ra v e , e i th e r  w h o lly  o r  in  
p ie c e s ,  is  ir re le v a n t  b e c a u s e  G o d  w il l  g iv e  e v e ry o n e  a 
n e w  b o d y .

A c c o m m o d a tio n
T h e  c o n c e p t  o f  a r e s u r re c t io n  fo r  e v e ry o n e  r a is e s  so m e  
c o n c e p tu a l  is s u e s .  T h e  f ir s t  o n e  is  w h e th e r  th e re  w o u ld  
b e  e n o u g h  ro o m  fo r  e v e ry o n e  to  liv e  o n  p la n e t  E a r th .

A c c o rd in g  to  th e  U n ite d  N a t io n s  P o p u la t io n  D iv is io n , 
D e p a r tm e n t  o f  E c o n o m ic  a n d  S o c ia l  A ffa i r s  (F e b ru a ry  
2 0 0 8 ) ,  th e  w o r ld  p o p u la t io n  r e a c h e d  6  b i l l io n  
(6 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 )  o n  12 O c to b e r  1 9 9 9 , a n d  in  F e b ru a ry  
2 0 0 8  it w a s  6 .6 5  b i l l io n .  T h e re  h a v e  b e e n  a  n u m b e r  o f  
a t te m p ts  to  e s t im a te  th e  to ta l  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p le  w h o  
h a v e  e v e r  liv e d , a n d  th e  r e s u l ts  v a ry  w id e ly . H o w e v e r  
o n e  e s t im a te  is  th a t  th e  w o r ld  p o p u la t io n  w a s  a lm o s t 
s ta t ic  u n ti l  a b o u t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  1 9 th  c e n tu ry  
w ith  th e  m o s t  r a p id  in c re a s e  o c c u r r in g  d u r in g  th e  2 0 th  
c e n tu ry .  B a s e d  o n  th a t  p r e m is e ,  it is  e s t im a te d  th a t  th e  
p r e s e n t  p o p u la t io n  o f  th e  E a r th  c o n s t i tu te s  a b o u t  o n e  
h a l f  o f  th e  to ta l  n u m b e r  o f  p e r s o n s  w h o  h a v e  e v e r  
l iv e d . T h a t  e s t im a tio n  s u g g e s ts  th a t  th e  e n t ir e  n u m b e r  
w o u ld  b e  le s s  th a n  15 b i l l io n  ( 1 5 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 ) .

T h e  a r e a  o f  la n d  o n  E a r th ,  in c lu d in g  th e  p o la r  ic e  c a p s , 
is a b o u t  148 m il l io n  ( 1 4 8 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 )  s q u a re  k ilo m e tre s .

O n  th e  b a s is  o f  th o s e  f ig u re s ,  th e  p o p u la t io n  d e n s i ty  
r e q u ir e d  w h e n  e v e ry  p e r s o n  is  r e s u r re c te d  w il l  b e
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a p p ro x im a te ly  1 0 0  p e r s o n s  p e r  s q u a re  k i lo m e tre .  
S o m e  p o p u la t io n  d e n s i t ie s  in  th e  E a r th  to d a y  a re :

•  M o n a c o  2 3 6 6 0
• H o n g  K o n g  6 4 0 7
• In d ia  3 3 6
•  U n ite d  K in g d o m  2 4 6
• C h in a  137
•  U S A  31
•  A u s tr a l ia  2 .6
O v era ll (259  c o u n tr ie s) 4 4 .6  p e r so n s /sq u a r e  k m .

T h u s  it  a p p e a rs  th a t  th e  p o p u la t io n  d e n s ity  a f te r  th e  
r e s u r re c t io n  w ill  b e  a l i t t le  m o re  th a n  d o u b le  th e  
p r e s e n t  o v e ra ll  d e n s ity .  H o w e v e r  to d a y  th e re  a r e  v a s t 
a re a s  o f  th e  E a r th  th a t  a re  o n ly  s p a rs e ly  p o p u la te d ; 
1 4 %  is  c la s s i f ie d  a s  d e s e r t ,  a n d  3 5 %  as  “ d e s e r t  
r e g io n ” (a  “ d e s e r t  r e g io n ” is  a n  a r e a  th a t  h a s  a n  a n n u a l 
r a in f a l l  o f  le s s  th a t  2 5 0  m m  (1 0 ” )). A n ta r c t ic a  a lo n e  
c o m p r is e s  a p p ro x im a te ly  9 %  o f  th e  la n d  a re a , so  an  
o v e ra l l  d e n s i ty  tw ic e  t o d a y ’s a v e ra g e  w ill  n o t  m e a n  a n  
o v e rc ro w d e d  E a r th .

F ood
A n o th e r  c o n s id e ra t io n  is  fo o d ; w ill  th e re  b e  e n o u g h  
fo o d ?  T h e  q u e s t io n  is  p e r t in e n t  b e c a u s e  to d a y  th e re  
a re  m a n y  p e o p le  d y in g  f ro m  h u n g e r .

T h e  S c r ip tu re s  g iv e  u n q u a l if ie d  a s s u ra n c e  th a t  th e re  
w ill  b e  s u f f ic ie n t  fo o d  fo r  e v e ry o n e  b e c a u s e  th e  E a r th  
is  g o in g  to  b e  r e s to r e d  to  its  f o rm e r  p ro d u c tiv i ty .  T h e  
p ro m is e  is  r e c o rd e d  in  I s a ia h  3 5 :6 -7 : “  . . .  in the 
wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the 
desert. And the parched ground shall become a pool, 
and the thirsty land springs o f  water: in the habitation 
o f  dragons, where each lay, shall be grass with reeds 
and rushes S u c h  an  a b u n d a n c e  o f  w a te r  w ill  e n a b le  
th e  E a r th  to  "yield her increase” a s  p r o p h e s ie d  in  
P s a lm  6 7 :6 . O n e  o f  th e  r e m a rk a b le  p h e n o m e n a  o f  th e  
E a r th  to d a y  is  th e  p ro l if ic  g ro w th  th a t  o c c u rs  in  a 
d e s e r t  w h e n  it  r e c e iv e s  ra in . A n d  th a t  g ro w th  is  f ro m  
a c u r s e d  E a r th  (G e n . 3 :1 7 ) ; w h a t  th e  e a r th  w il l  b e  ab le  
to  p ro d u c e  w h e n  th e  c u r s e  is  l i f te d  a n d  th e  d e s e r ts  
h a v e  p le n ty  o f  w a te r  is  u n k n o w n  (R e v . 2 2 :3 ) .

C o n s e q u e n t ly  a ll o f  m a n k in d  w ill b e  w e ll  fed ; it is 
w ith in  G o d ’s p o w e r  to  r e s u r re c t  e v e ry  h u m a n  b e in g  
w h o  h a s  e v e r  l iv e d , a n d  to  r e s to r e  th e  E a r th  so  th a t 
th e re  w ill  b e  s u f f ic ie n t  fo o d  fo r  e v e ry o n e  - n o  o n e  w ill 
b e  h u n g ry  in  H is  k in g d o m .

H ealth
In  th e  k in g d o m  o f  G o d  th e re  w ill  b e  m a n y  c h a n g e s  
h e a lth -w is e . T o d a y  m a n k in d  c a n n o t  th w a r t  d is e a s e  
a n d  s ic k n e s s  d e s p i te  a m a z in g  p ro g re s s  in  m e d ic a l  
k n o w le d g e . In  th a t  d a y  “ ... the inhabitant shall not 
say, I am sick  ... ”  (Isa . 3 3 :2 4 ) . “ Then shall the lame 
man leap as a hart, and the tongue o f  the dumb

sing ... ” ( Is a . 3 5 :6  ). T h e re  w ill  n o t  b e  a n y  s ic k n e s s  
a n d  th e re fo r e  th e re  w ill n o t b e  a n y  n e e d  fo r  d o c to rs ,  
h o s p i ta ls ,  m e d ic in e s ,  X - ra y  m a c h in e s ,  n u r s in g  h o m e s , 
w h e e lc h a ir s  a n d  o th e r  m e d ic a l  a p p a ra tu s .  I t  w il l  b e  a 
to ta l ly  d if fe r e n t  w o rld .

P ea ce
In  th e  k in g d o m  o f  G o d  th e re  w ill  n o t  b e  a n y  p o li t ic s .  
I s a ia h  2 :3 -4  re a d s :  “And many people shall go and 
say, ‘Come ye, and let us go lip to the mountain o f  the 
LORD, to the house o f  the God o f  Jacob; and he will 
teach us o f  his ways, and we will walk in his paths ’: 
fo r  out o f  Zion shall go forth the law, and the w ord o f  
the LORD from  Jerusalem . . . ”. O n e  im p o r ta n t  f e a tu re  
o f  th a t  p ro p h e c y  is  th a t  th e  n a t io n s  w il l  a ll g o  to  th e  
s a m e  p la c e  - “ the mountain o f  the L o rd ” - to  le a rn  “o f  
His ways ”. T h e y  w il l  n o t try  to  g o v e rn  a c c o rd in g  to  
th e i r  o w n  w is d o m  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t ly  th e re  w il l  n o t  b e  
a n y  c o n f l ic t  o f  p o li t ic a l  id e o lo g ie s .

T h e  s i tu a t io n  d e s c r ib e d  in  th o s e  v e r s e s  r e p re s e n ts  w h a t 
th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  ru le r s  o f  th is  w o r ld  a re  s tr iv in g  to  
a c h ie v e  - a  w o r ld  w ith o u t  c o n f lic t .  W h a t  a g re a t 
c h a n g e  th a t  w ill be! T h e re  w il l  n o t  b e  a n y  m in is tr ie s  
o f  d e fe n c e  o r  f a c to r ie s  p ro d u c in g  a rm a m e n ts  to  k ill . 
A t  th a t  t im e  th e  p ro m is e  g iv e n  a t J e s u s ’ b i r th  w il l  b e  
fu lf i l le d :  "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good  will toward m en” (L u k e  2 :1 4 ) .

A ll  th e  g o v e rn m e n ts  o n  E a r th  c a n n o t  b r in g  a b o u t  su c h  
c o n d i t io n s ;  th e y  w ill  b e  b ro u g h t  a b o u t  o n ly  b y  
A lm ig h ty  G o d . H e  h a s  g iv e n  "all pow er in heaven 
and in earth” to  J e s u s  (M a tt . 2 8 :1 8 ) ,  a n d  it  w ill  b e  
J e s u s ’ ro le  to  “put down all rule and all authority and  
p o w e r” a n d  th e n  “deliver up the kingdom to God even 
the F ather” (1 C o r. 1 5 :2 4 ).

D ea th
T h e  a b o v e  c h a n g e s  a re  w o n d e r fu l  to  c o n te m p la te  b u t 
th e y  w o u ld  b e  s o m e w h a t  e m p ty  a n d  th e  a r r a n g e m e n ts  
w o u ld  la c k  p u rp o s e  i f  m a n k in d  w e re  to  c o n t in u e  to  
d ie . T h e re fo re  a  c r i t ic a l  c h a n g e  is  th a t  th e re  w il l  b e  n o  
m o r e  d e a th  a n d  m a n k in d  w il l  l iv e  fo r  e v e r  - th e y  w il l  
h a v e  e tern a l life . R e v e la t io n  2 1 :4 -5  su m s  it u p  in  a 
f e w  w o rd s :  “And God shall wipe away all tears from  
their eyes; and there shall he no more death, neither 
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more 
pain: fo r  the form er things are passed away. And he 
that sat upon the throne said, ‘Behold, 1 make all 
things n ew ’. And he said unto me, ‘Write: fo r  these 
words are true and faith ful’ ”.

S in c e  G o d  is  th e  a l l - p o w e rfu l  c re a to r  o f  th e  u n iv e rs e , 
th e r e  is n o  ta s k  th a t  is to o  g re a t fo r  H im . A n d  
c o n c e r n in g  th e  r e s u r re c t io n  o f  th e  d e a d , t ru ly  H e  is
“the God o f  Abraham, and the God o f  Isaac, and the 
God o f  Jacob, God is not the God o f  the dead, but o f  
the liv ing” (M a tt .  2 2 :3 2 ) .
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The Rule of Law
In  s im p le  te rm s , T h e  R u le  o f  L a w  is  th a t  n o  o n e  is 
a b o v e  th e  la w  a n d  e v e ry o n e  m u s t  a b id e  b y  it, 
r e g a rd le s s  o f  w h e th e r  th e y  b e  r ic h  o r  p o o r ,  m ig h ty  o r  
d e s p is e d , p e a s a n t  o r  k in g .

S o m e  h is to r ia n s  c la im  th a t  th e  c o n c e p t  o f  T h e  R u le  o f  
L a w  o r ig in a te d  a t th e  s ig n in g  o f  th e  M a g n a  C a r ta  in  
E n g la n d  in  1 2 1 5 A D . T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  th a t  d o c u m e n t  
w a s  to  b in d  P o p e  In n o c e n t  I II , K in g  Jo h n  a n d  th e  
B r i t i s h  b a ro n s  to  th e  s a m e  le g a l p r in c ip le s  a n d  so  
a c h ie v e  c o n s is te n c y  o f  a d m in is t ra t io n .

G o d ’s R u le  o f  L aw
T h e  R u le  o f  L a w  is  o n e  o f  th e  fu n d a m e n ta l  p r in c ip le s  
o f  G o d ’s ju r is d ic t io n .  T h e  p a r t ic u la r  L a w  th a t  H e  h a s  
u p h e ld  a t a ll t im e s  a n d  w h ic h  H e  c o n t in u e s  to  u p h o ld  
is  th e  L a w  o f  J u s t ic e .  M o s e s  d e c la re d : “Give ear, O 
ye  heavens, and I w ill speak; and hear, O earth, the 
words o f  my mouth ... Because 1 will publish the name 
o f  the LORD: ascribe ye  greatness unto our God. He 
is the Rock, his work is perfect: fo r  all his ways are 

judgment: a God o f  truth and without iniquity, just 
and right is he ” (D e u t.  3 2 :1 -4 ) .  I s a ia h  d e c la re d : “For 
thus saith the LORD that created the heavens; God 
him self that form ed the earth and made it ... I am the 
LORD; and there is none else ... 1 the LORD speak 
righteousness, J declare things that are right ...there is 
no God else beside me; a just God and a Saviour; 
there is none beside me ” (Isa . 4 5 :1 8 -2 1 ) .  G o d  is  ju s t ,  
H e  h a s  a lw a y s  o p e ra te d  ju s t ly  a n d  h e n c e  H e  h a s  
a lw a y s  c o m p lie d  w ith  H is  o w n  R u le  o f  L a w .

O ld  T e sta m en t T im es
C o n s is te n t  w ith  th e  fa c t th a t  G o d  is  j u s t  a n d  th a t  H e  
h a s  a n d  a lw a y s  d o e s  c o m p ly  w i th  H is  o w n  R u le  o f  
L a w , H e  h a s  a lw a y s  r e q u ir e d  H is  p e o p le  to  o p e ra te  in 
a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  T h e  R u le  o f  L aw . A n  e x a m p le  f ro m  
e a r ly  tim e s  is  th e  k e e p in g  o f  th e  P a s s o v e r  a n d  th e  
q u a l if ic a t io n s  o f  th o s e  w h o  w e re  e n t i t le d  to  e a t  th e  
sa c r if ic e .  E x o d u s  1 2 :4 3 -5 0  re a d s :  “It is a night to be 
much observed unto the LORD fo r  bringing them out 
from  the land o f  Egypt: this is that night o f  the LORD  
to be observed o f  all the children o f  Israel in their 
generations. And the LORD said  unto Moses and 
Aaron, ‘This is the ordinance o f  the passover: There 
shall no stranger, eat thereoj': But every man's
servant that is bought fo r  money, when thou hast 
circumcised him. then shall he eat thereof. ... And 
when a stranger shall sojourn with thee, and w ill keep 
the Passover to the LORD, let all his males he 
circumcised, and then let him come near and keep it; 
and he shall be as one that is born in the land: fo r  no 
uncircumcised person shall eat thereof. One law 
shall be to him that is home born, and unto the 
stranger that sojourneth among you. Thus d id  all the 
children o f  Israel; as the LORD commanded Moses

and Aaron, so did  they’’. C irc u m c is io n  w a s  g iv e n  b y  
G o d  to  A b ra h a m  a n d  h is  d e s c e n d a n ts  a s  a  to k e n  o f  
th e i r  f a v o u re d  p o s i t io n  w ith  G o d  a s  r e c o rd e d  in  
G e n e s is  1 7 :9 -1 1 : “And God sa id  unto Abraham, ‘Thou 
shalt keep my covenant therefore, thou, and thy seed  
after thee in their generations. This is my covenant, 
which y e  shall keep, between me and you and thy seed  
after thee; Every man child among you shall be 
circumcised. And ye  shall circumcise the flesh o f  your 
foreskin; and it shall be a token o f  the covenant 
between me and y o u ” ’. C i rc u m c is io n  w a s  a  s p e c ia l 
to k e n  o f  G o d ’s c o v e n a n t  w ith  A b ra h a m  a n d  h is  
d e s c e n d a n ts ,  a n d  th e  P a s s o v e r  w a s  a lso  a  sp e c ia l 
o b s e rv a n c e  o f  w h ic h  o n ly  th e  c h i ld r e n  o f  I s ra e l  w e re  
e n t i t le d  to  e a t. N e v e r th e le s s  s o m e  n o n - I s r a e l i te s  w e re  
p e r m i t te d  to  p a r ta k e  o f  it p r o v id e d  th e y  h a d  f irs t 
c o m p lie d  w i th  th e  to k e n  o f  c i r c u m c is io n ,  a n d  th is  w a s  
a n  e x a m p le  o f  th e  R u le  o f  L a w : "One law shall be to 
him that is home born, and unto the stranger 
T h e re  w e re  n o  e x c e p tio n s .

In  k e e p in g  w ith  G o d ’s la w  o f  ju s t ic e ,  s tr ic t 
in s t ru c t io n s  w e re  g iv e n  to  th e  ju d g e s  o f  I s ra e l  to  
e n s u re  th a t  th e y  ju d g e d  w ith  ju s t ic e .  D e u te ro n o m y  
1 6 :1 8 -2 0  r e a d s :  “Judges and officers shalt thou make 
thee in all thy gates, which the LORD thy God giveth 
thee, throughout thy tribes: and they shall judge the 
people with ju st judgment. Thou shalt not wrest 
judgment; thou shall not respect persons ... That 
which is altogether ju st shalt thou follow  ... ”. T h e  
ju d g e s  w e re  n o t  to  r e s p e c t  p e r s o n s ;  th e  R u le  o f  L a w  
w a s  to  a p p ly  - o n e  la w  fo r  a ll p e r s o n s  r e g a rd le s s  o f  
th e i r  s ta tu s  a m o n g s t  th e  p e o p le .

J e s u s ’ sa c r ific e
I t w a s  G o d ’s u n w a v e r in g  a d h e re n c e  to  th e  L a w  o f  
J u s t ic e  th a t  r e q u ir e d  J e s u s  to  c o m e  to  E a r th  a n d  d ie  as  
a r ig h te o u s  m a n , a p e r f e c t  m a n  e q u iv a le n t  to  th e  
in i t ia l ly  p e r f e c t  m a n  A d a m , a n d  w h ic h  e n a b le s  G o d  to  
ju s t i f y  C h r is t ia n  b e l ie v e rs :  “For all have sinned, and 
come short o f  the glory o f  God; Being justified  freely  
by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus: Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation  
through faith  in his blood, to declare his 
righteousness ... To declare, I say, at this time his 
righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier 
o f  him which believeth in Jesus’’ (R o m . 3 :2 3 -2 6 ) .  
J e s u s ’ s a c r if ic e  f a c il i ta te d  G o d ’s c o m p lia n c e  w ith  H is  
L a w  o f  J u s t ic e .

J esu s  ta u n ted
T h e  P h a r is e e s  ta u n te d  J e s u s  r e g a rd in g  th e  R u le  o f  
L a w . T h e  R o m a n  E m p ire  w a s  in  p o w e r  a n d  th e  
P h a r is e e s ,  p e rc e iv in g  th a t  H e  d e e m e d  G o d  to  b e  a 
h ig h e r  p o w e r  th a n  C a e s a r ,  t r ie d  to  t r ic k  H im  in to  n o t 
o b s e rv in g  th e  la w  o f  th e  la n d  o n  th e  g ro u n d s  th a t  H e
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w a s  “a b o v e  i t” . T h e  r e c o rd  is  in  M a tth e w  2 2 :1 5 -2 2 : 
“Then went the Pharisees, and took counsel how they 
might entangle him in his talk. A nd they sent out unto 
him their disciples with the Herodians, saying, 
‘Master, we know that thou art true, and teachest the 
way o f  G od in truth, neither carest thou fo r  any man: 
fo r  thou regardest not the person o f  men. Tell us 
therefore, What thinkest thou? Is it lawful to give 
tribute unto Caesar, or n o t? ’ But Jesus perceived  
their wickedness, and said, ‘Why tempt ye  me, ye  
hypocrites? Show me the tribute money. ’ And they 
brought unto him a penny. And he saith unto them, 
‘Whose is this image and superscription?’ They say 
unto him, ‘Caesar's’. Then saith he unto them, 
‘Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are 
Caesar's; and unto God the things that are G od's’”.

T h e i r  s c h e m e  w a s  in t ro d u c e d  b y  f a ls e ly  s ta t in g  “we 
know that thou art true, and teachest the way o f  God  
in truth ” . I f  th e y  h a d  b e l ie v e d  th a t  J e s u s  w a s  t ru e  a n d  
ta u g h t  G o d ’s w a y  th e y  w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  c h a l le n g e d  
H im . T h e i r  n e x t  s ta te m e n t  w a s  a  fo rm  o f  m o c k e ry : 
“neither carest thou fo r  any man: fo r  thou regardest 
not the person o f  m en”, a n d  c o n s t i tu te d  a n  a t te m p t to  
f a ls e ly  a c k n o w le d g e  th a t  H e  c o n s id e r e d  H im s e l f  to  b e  
a b o v e  th e  la w  a n d  n o t b o u n d  b y  it. J e s u s  u s e d  th e  
e n g ra v in g  o n  a  c o in  to  r e b u k e  th e  P h a r is e e s :  “They 
say unto him, Caesar's. Then saith he unto them, 
‘Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are 
Caesar's; and unto God the things that are 
God's”’ ( M a tt  2 2 :2 1 ) .  J e s u s  s h o w e d  th a t  H e  d id  n o t 
c la im  to  b e  a b o v e  th e  la w , a n d  n o r  s h o u ld  a n y o n e  
c la im  to  b e  a b o v e  th e  la w . N e v e r th e le s s  th e re  w a s  a 
d is t in c t io n  b e tw e e n  th o s e  th in g s  th a t  w e re  r ig h t ly  th e  
p r o v in c e  o f  th e i r  e a r th ly  s o c ie ty  a n d  th o s e  th a t  th e y  
w e re  o b lig e d  to  g iv e  to  G o d .

T h e  C h r is t ia n  an d  th e R u le  o f  L a w
T h e  C h r is t ia n  is  to  o b s e rv e  T h e  R u le  o f  L a w  in  
m a tte r s  th a t  p e r ta in  to  “ th e ir  C a e s a r ”  j u s t  a s  J e s u s  d id . 
T h e  A p o s t le  P a u l  in s t ru c te d  T im o th y  “that firs t o f  all, 
supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving o f  
thanks, be made fo r  all men; fo r  kings, and fo r  all that 
are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and 
peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. For this is 
good and acceptable in the sight o f  God our 
Savior” (1 T im . 2 :1 -3 ) .  T h e  C h r is t ia n  is  n o t to  b e  
la w le s s  b u t  is  to  c o m p ly  w ith  th e  la w s  o f  th e  la n d  ju s t  
a s  th e  la w  a p p l ie s  to  e v e ry  o th e r  c it iz e n .

P a u l a ls o  in s t ru c te d  th e  b r e th r e n  in  R o m e  to  o b s e rv e  
th e  la w s  th a t  e x is te d  in  th a t  d a y . T h e  in s t ru c t io n  h a s  
n o t  b e e n  s u p e rs e d e d  b y  a n y  la te r  e d ic t  a n d  th e re fo re  
c o n t in u e s  to  a p p ly  to d a y . P a u l ’s in s t ru c t io n  w a s : “Let 
every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For 
there is no pow er but o f  God; the powers that be are 
ordained o f  God. Whosoever therefore resisteth the 
power, resisteth the ordinance o f  God: and they that

resist shall receive to themselves damnation (G re e k : 
krima - a  d e c is io n )”  (R o m . 1 3 :1 -2 ).

T h e  in f e r e n c e  f ro m  b o th  J e s u s ’ a n d  th e  A p o s t le  P a u l ’s 
te a c h in g  is th a t  G o d  p e rm its  g o v e rn m e n ts  to  e x is t  u n til 
th e y  h a v e  a c c o m p lis h e d  G o d ’s p u rp o s e .  T h e re  is  a 
s a y in g  th a t  “ a  b a d  g o v e rn m e n t  is  b e t te r  th a n  n o  
g o v e rn m e n t  a t  a l l”  - th e  a l te rn a t iv e  is  a n a rc h y  - a n d  
th e  C h r is t ia n  is  to  e n d e a v o u r  to  liv e  p e a c e a b ly  w h ic h  
is  a  c o n d i tio n  th a t  is  n o t p o s s ib le  w h e n  a n a rc h y  
p re v a i ls .  C h r is t ia n s  a re  to  b e  la w  a b id in g  c i t iz e n s .

T h e  R u le  o f  L aw  in  G o d ’s k in g d o m
T h e  R u le  o f  L a w  (w h ic h  m a y  b e  s u m m e d  u p  a s  “ o n e  
la w  fo r  a l l” ) w ill  a p p ly  in  th e  k in g d o m  o f  G o d  w h e n  it 
is  e s ta b l is h e d  o n  E a r th .  It is  in c o r re c t  to  a s s u m e  th a t  
th e  lo v e  th a t  a ll p e o p le  w i l l  e m b ra c e  a t th a t  t im e  w il l  
m e a n  th a t  th e re  w il l  n o t  b e  a n y  n e e d  fo r  la w .

T h e  c o n d i t io n s  th a t  w ill  e x is t  a t th a t  t im e  a re  r e c o rd e d  
in  I s a ia h  2 :2 -4 : “And it shall come to pass in the last 
days, that the mountain o f  the LORD'S house shall be 
established in the top o f  the mountains, and shall be 
exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flo w  unto 
it. And many people shall go and say, ‘Come ye, and 
let us go up to the mountain o f  the LORD, to the house 
o f  the God o f  Jacob; and he w ill teach us o f  his ways, 
and we will walk in his paths ’: fo r  out o f  Zion shall 
go forth  the law, and the word o f  the LORD from  
Jerusalem. And he shall judge among the nations, and 
shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat then- 
swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning 
hooks: nation shall not lift up sw ord against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more

T h o s e  v e r s e s  s ta te  th a t  th e  la w  w il l  g o  fo r th  f ro m  
Z io n ; a  s im p le  s ta te m e n t  b u t o n e  th a t  is  v e ry  
im p o r ta n t :  th e re  w i l l  b e  la w  in  G o d ’s k in g d o m .

A d d it io n a l ly  “all nations shall Jlow unto i t ”. T h e re  
w il l  b e  o n e  la w  fo r  a ll: i t  w il l  a p p ly  u n if o rm ly  to  a ll 
n a t io n s ,  w h e th e r  th e y  w e re  p o w e r fu l  e m p ir e s ,  s o c ia l is t  
r e p u b l ic s  o r  s t ru g g lin g  th ird -w o r ld  c o u n tr ie s .  G o d ’s 
la w  w ill  a p p ly  to  a ll a n d  n o  n a t io n  o r  p e o p le  w ill b e  
“ a b o v e  i t” ( e x e m p te d  f ro m  it).

I s a ia h  4 5 :2 2 -2 3  c o n f irm s  th a t  G o d ’s la w  w ill  b e  
u n iv e rs a l :  “Look unto me, and be ye  saved, all the 
ends o f  the earth: fo r  I am God, and there is none else. 
I have sworn by myself, the word is gone out o f  my 
mouth in righteousness, and shall not return. That 
unto me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall 
sw ea r”. T h e  la w  o f  r ig h te o u s n e s s  w ill a p p ly  to  “all 
the ends o f  the earth th e re  w ill  n o t  b e  a n y  
e x c e p t io n s  - “every knee shall bow and every tongue 
shall sw ea r”. G o d ’s la w  o f  r ig h te o u s n e s s  w ill  a p p ly  
to  a ll a s  s ta te d  in  P s a lm  9 8 :9 : “Before the LORD; fo r  
he cometh to judge the earth: with righteousness shall
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he judge the world, and the people with equity T h e  
s ta te m e n t  “He will judge the w orld with righteousness 
and the people with equity” is  v ita l  - th e re  w il l  n o t  b e  
a n y  p a r t ia l i ty ,  j u s t  a s  th e  ju d g e s  o f  I s ra e l  w e re  “not to 
have respect o f  persons ”.

I s a ia h  2 8 :1 6 -1 7  te l ls  o f  th e  la w  th a t  w ill  p re v a il  a t  th e  
s e t t in g  u p  o f  th e  k in g d o m : “Therefore thus saith the 
Lord GOD, ‘Behold, I lay in Zion fo r  a foundation a 
stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure 
foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste. 
Judgment also will I  lay to the line, and righteousness 
to the plummet: and the hail shall sweep away the 
refuge o f  lies, and the waters shall overflow the hiding 
p la c e ’”. G o d ’s la w  o f  r ig h te o u s n e s s  a n d  ju s t i c e  - th e  
la w  th a t  H e  e s ta b l is h e d  a t th e  b e g in n in g  - w il l  a p p ly  to  
a ll p e o p le . T h e  s ta n d a rd  w ill  b e  r ig h te o u s n e s s .

A c ts  17:31 fu r th e r  a t te s ts  th a t  th e  s ta n d a rd  o f  G o d ’s 
ju d g e m e n t  w ill  b e  r ig h te o u s n e s s :  “Because he hath 
appointed a day, in the which he will judge the w orld  
in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; 
whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that 
he hath raised him from  the d ea d ”.

D iv e rg e n c e  f ro m  th e  r ig h te o u s  la w  w ill  n o t  b e  
p e rm it te d :  “And he shall rule them with a rod o f  iron; 
as the vessels o f  a potter shall they be broken to 
shivers: even as I  received o f  my Father” (R e v . 2 :2 7 ) .

H o w e v e r ,  a s  is  n o t  th e  c a se  to d a y ,  e v e r y o n e ’s fa te  w ill  
b e  in  th e ir  o w n  h a n d s  a n d  th e y  w ill  b e  fu lly  a w a re  o f  
th e i r  c h o ic e . T h e  p r o p h e t  J e re m ia h  d e c la re s : “In those 
days they shall say no more, ‘The fathers have eaten a 
sour grape, and the children's teeth are set on ed g e ’. 
But every one shall die fo r  his own iniquity: every man 
that eateth the sour grape, his teeth shall be set on 
edge ” (Je r . 3 1 :2 9 -3 0 ).

L ik e w is e  th e  p r o p h e t  E z e k ie l  w ro te :  “The soul that 
sinneth, it shall die. The son shall not bear the iniquity 
o f  the father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity 
o f  the son: the righteousness o f  the righteous shall be 
upon him, and the wickedness o f  the wicked shall be 
upon him. But i f  the wicked will turn from  all his sins 
that he hath committed, and keep all my statutes, and  
do that which is lawful and right, he shall surely live, 
he shall not die. A ll his transgressions that he hath 
committed, they shall not be mentioned unto him: in 
his righteousness that he hath done he shall live. 
Have I any pleasure at all that the wicked should die? 
saith the Lord GOD: and not that he should return 
from  his ways, and live? But when the righteous 
turneth away from  his righteousness, and committeth 
iniquity, and doeth according to all the abominations 
that the wicked man doeth, shall he live? All his 
righteousness that he hath done shall not be 
mentioned: in his trespass that he hath trespassed, and

in his sin that he hath sinned, in them shall he die. Yet 
ye  say, ‘The way o f  the Lord is not equal ’. H ear now,
0  house o f  Israel; Is not my way equal? are not your 
ways unequal? When a righteous man turneth away 
from  his righteousness, and committeth iniquity, and 
dieth in them; for his iniquity that he hath done shall 
he die. Again, when the wicked man turneth away 
from  his wickedness, that he hath committed, and 
doeth that which is lawful and right, he shall save his 
soul alive. Because he considereth, and turneth away 
from  all his transgressions that he hath committed, he 
shall surely live, he shall not die. Yet saith the house 
o f  Israel, ‘The way o f  the Lord is not equal ’, O house 
o f  Israel, are not my ways equal? are not your ways 
unequal? Therefore I will judge you, O house o f  
Israel, every one according to his ways, saith the Lord  
GOD. Repent, and turn yourselves from  all your 
transgressions; so iniquity shall not be your ruin. Cast 
away from  you all your transgressions, whereby ye  
have transgressed; and make you a new heart and a 
new spirit: fo r  why will y e  die, O house o f  Israel? For
1 have no pleasure in the death o f  him that dieth, saith 
the Lord GOD: wherefore turn yourselves, and live 
y e ” (E z e k . 1 8 :2 0 -3 2 ) .  T h e  L o rd  d e c la re s  th a t  H is  
w a y s  a re  e q u a l,  th a t  a  r ig h te o u s  m a n  s h a l l  l iv e  b u t  th e  
s in n e r  sh a ll p e r is h  fo r  th e i r  o w n  in iq u i ty  - a  to ta l ly  ju s t  
ju d g e m e n t  a n d  o n e  th a t  w il l  a p p ly  e q u i ta b ly  to  
e v e ry o n e . T h e  R u le  o f  L a w  w ill  a p p ly .

In th e  k in g d o m  o f  G o d  th e re  w ill  b e  ju s t ic e ;  th e  la w  
w ill  b e  j u s t  a n d  a p p l ie d  e q u i ta b ly  to  a ll. T h e re  w ill  n o t 
b e  r e s p e c t  o f  p e r s o n s .  In  th e  w o rd s  o f  R e v e la t io n  
15 :3 : “And they sing the song o f  Moses the servant o f  
God, and the song o f  the Lamb, saying, ‘Great and 
marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just 
and true are thy ways, thou King o f  saints ’ ”.

T h e k in g d o m  co m p le te
W h e n  h u m a n ity  r e a c h e s  p e r f e c t io n  J e s u s  C h r is t  w ill  
h a n d  o v e r  th e  k in g d o m  to  H is  f a th e r  a s  s ta te d  b y  th e  
A p o s t le  P a u l  in  1 C o r in th ia n s  1 5 :2 4 : “Then cometh 
the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom 
to God, even the Father; when he shall have pu t down 
all rule and all authority and power". O f  th a t  tim e  
J o h n  w a s  g iv e n  a  v is io n : “And I saw  a new heaven 
and a new earth: fo r  the firs t heaven and the first 
earth were p assed  away; and there was no more sea. 
And I John saw  the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming 
down from  G od out o f  heaven, prepared as a bride fo r  
her husband. And I heard a great voice out o f  heaven 
saying, ‘Behold, the tabernacle o f  God is with men, 
and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his 
people, and God him self shall be with them, and be 
their God. And God shall wipe away all tears from  
their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither 
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more 
pain: fo r  the form er things are passed  a w a y’” (R e v . 
2 1 :1 -4 ) .
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Increase or Perish
T h e  c o n c e p t  o f  “ in c re a s e ” is m e n t io n e d  m a n y  t im e s  
th r o u g h o u t  th e  B ib le ,  a n d  is  a p p l ie d  in  a  v a r ie ty  o f  
w a y s . “ In c re a s e  o r  p e r is h ” s e e m s  to  b e  a  p r in c ip le  o f  
G o d ’s d e a l in g s  w i th  p la n e t  E a r th  a n d  H is  h u m a n  
c re a t io n  o n  it.

A n  in c re a s e  is  im p l ie d  in  G o d ’s b le s s in g  to  A d a m  a n d  
E v e : “be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the 
earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish  
o f  the sea, and over the fo w l o f  the air, and over eveiy  
living thing that moveth upon the earth ” (G e n . 1 :2 8 ). 
L ik e w is e  H e  sa id  to  N o a h  a n d  h is  so n s  a f te r  th e  f lo o d  
“Be fruitful and multiply'' (G e n . 9 :1 ) .

B e fr u itfu l an d  m u ltip ly
T h e  in s t ru c t io n  “to be fruitful and multiply'' h a s  b e e n  
c o m p lie d  w ith ; to d a y  th e  E a r th  c a n  b a re ly  s u p p o r t  th e  
te e m in g  m il l io n s  w h o  h a v e  d e s c e n d e d  f ro m  A d a m  a n d  
E v e . H o w e v e r  C h r is t ia n s  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  c o n c e rn e d  
b e c a u s e  w h e n  C h r i s t ’s k in g d o m  is  e s ta b l is h e d  o n  
E a r th , “ then shall the earth y ie ld  her increase” (P sa . 
6 7 :6 )  a n d  c o n s e q u e n tly  th e re  w ill  b e  p le n ty  fo r  a ll. 
T h e  e c o lo g y  w ill  b e  r e tu r n e d  to  th e  d e l ic a te ly  b a la n c e d  
a r r a n g e m e n t  G o d  d e s ig n e d ,  r e f e r re d  to  as  th e  “bounds 
o f  their habitation” (A c ts  1 7 :2 6 ) ; “ th e  b o u n d s ” b e in g  
th e  te m p e ra tu re  l im its  w ith in  w h ic h  M a n  c a n  su rv iv e , 
c o m b in e d  w ith  th e  c o n c e n t ra t io n  o f  o x y g e n  a n d  w a te r  
(b o th  l iq u id  w a te r  a n d  w a te r  v a p o u r )  in  th e  
a tm o s p h e re ,  a n d  th e  in te n s i ty  o f  th e  s u n ’s ra y s .

In  e s s e n c e ,  th e  lo w e r  o rd e r s  o f  th e  e a r th ly  c r e a t io n ,  th e  
h e rb s  a n d  tr e e s ,  w e re  “ c o m m is s io n e d ” to  ‘be fruitful 
and m ultiply’ b e fo re  M a n  w a s  c re a te d  (G e n . 1 :1 1 -1 2 ). 
S o m e  s p e c ie s  a re  n o w  e x t in c t ,  e i th e r  b e c a u s e  o f  
c h a n g e d  c o n d i t io n s  o n  E a r th  o r  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  
b ru ta l i ty  a n d  g re e d  o f  m a n k in d . M a n ’s p lu n d e r in g  o f  
E a r th ’s b o u n tie s  h a s  c h a n g e d  th e  c o n d i t io n s  to  th e  
e x te n t  th a t  th e s e  s p e c ie s  h a v e  b e e n  u n a b le  to  in c re a s e  
a n d  so  th e y  c e a s e  to  e x is t;  th e y  h a v e  p e r is h e d .

T h e  flood
W h e n  th e  w ic k e d n e s s  o f  th e  h u m a n  fa m ily , a id e d  b y  
th e  w ro n g d o in g  o f  th e  a n g e ls  (G e n . 6 :1 -5 ) ,  h a d  
r e a c h e d  s u c h  a s ta te  th a t  th e  “thoughts o f  their hearts 
were only evil continually ”, G o d  s e n t th e  F lo o d  to  e n d  
th e  l iv e s  o f  a ll e x c e p t  r ig h te o u s  N o a h  a n d  h is  f a m ily  
(G e n . 6 :1 7 -1 9 ) .  A f te r  th e  f lo o d  G o d  s a id  to  N o a h  “Go 

forth  o f  the ark, thou and thy wife and thy sons and thy 
sons ’ wives with thee. Bring forth with thee eveiy  
living thing that is with thee, o f  all flesh, and o f  fowl, 
and o f  cattle, and o f  eveiy  creeping thing that 
creepeth upon the earth; that they may breed  
abundantly in the earth, and be fruitful and multiply 
upon the earth” (G e n . 8 :1 6 -1 7 ) .  In  o rd e r  to  fa c i l i ta te  
th e  in c re a s e  G o d  o rd a in e d  th a t  “while the earth 
remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat,

and summer and winter, and day and night shall not 
cease ” (G e n . 8 :2 2 ) . A n d  so  i t  c o n t in u e s  to  th is  day .

T h e  seed  o f  A b ra h a m
L a te r  G o d  m a d e  a  w o n d e r fu l  p ro m is e  to  A b ra h a m : “In 
blessing I w ill bless thee, and multiplying 1 will 
multiply thy seed as the stars o f  heaven, and as the 
sand which is upon the seashore"  (G e n . 2 2 :1 7 ) .  A t 
th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  2 1 s t. c e n tu ry  th e re  a re  m il l io n s  o f  
A b r a h a m ’s d e s c e n d a n ts  th r o u g h o u t  th e  E a r th , 
c o m p r is e d  o f  d e s c e n d a n ts  f ro m  b o th  th e  s e e d  o f  th e  
b o n d w o m a n  a n d  th e  s e e d  o f  th e  f re e  w o m a n  (G e n . 
2 1 :1 2 -1 3 ) .

T h e  S p ir itu a l S eed
T h e  p r in c ip le  o f  “ in c re a s e  o r  p e r is h ” a p p l ie s  to  G o d ’s 
p la n  fo r  H is  S o n . J u s t  b e f o r e  H is  c ru c if ix io n  J e s u s  
s a id  to  H is  d is c ip le s  “Verily, verily, I  say unto you, 
except a corn o f  wheat fa ll into the ground and die, it 
abideth alone: but i f  it die, it bringeth forth  much 
fru it"  ( J o h n  1 2 :2 4 ). H e  w a s  te a c h in g  H is  d is c ip le s  
th a t  i t  w a s  n e c e s s a ry  fo r  H im  to  d ie  a n d  th a t  u n le s s  H e  
d ie d  H e  w o u ld  “abide a lon e” b e c a u s e  H e  w a s  th e  
o n ly  r ig h te o u s  M a n  o n  th e  E a r th .

H o w e v e r  P a u l  e x p la in s  in  1 C o r in th ia n s  1 5 :2 0  th a t  
w h e n  H e  w a s  r e s u r re c te d  J e s u s  b e c a m e  “the first- 
fru its o f  them that s lep t”. H is  fo o ts te p  fo l lo w e r s  a lso  
a re  r e g a rd e d  as  “a kind o f  first-fruits o f  his 
creatures” ( J a m e s . 1 :1 8 ). T h u s , th ro u g h  th e  la y in g  
d o w n  in  d e a th  o f  th e  ‘c o m  o f  w h e a t ’, J e su s  
“ in c re a s e d ” , G o d  d e e m in g  H is  fo l lo w e rs  to  a ls o  b e  H is  
so n s : “For it became him ... in bringing m any sons 
unto glory\ to make the captain o f  their salvation 
perfect through sufferings ” (H e b . 2 :1 0 ) .

T h e  “other son s” to  w h o m  H e b re w s  2 :1 0  re fe r s  a re  
e l s e w h e re  r e f e r re d  to  as  “ th e  s e e d  o f  I s a a c ” : “In Isaac 
shall thy seed  be called. That is, They which are the 
children o f  the flesh  ( n a tu ra l  o r  f le s h ly  Is ra e l i te s ) ,  
these are not the children o f  God: but the children o f  
the prom ise are counted fo r  the se e d ” (R o m . 9 :7 -8  ).
“Now we brethren, as Isaac was, are the children o f  

p ro m ise” (G a l.  4 :2 8 ) .  H a d  J e s u s ’ s a c r if ic e  b e e n  
d e f ic ie n t  H e  w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  r e s u r re c te d  a n d  H e  
w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  h a d  a n y  in c re a s e ;  H e  w o u ld  h a v e  
“p e r i s h e d ” .

T h e  C h r is t ia n ’s in crea se
C h r is t ia n s  m u s t  in c re a s e  o r  th e y  to o  w il l  p e r is h . T h e  
S c r ip tu re s  c o n ta in  s e v e ra l  e x h o r ta t io n s  r e g a rd in g  th e  
in c re a s e  th a t  C h r is t ia n s  m u s t  a c h ie v e  d u r in g  th e i r  t im e  
o n  E a r th . T h re e  o f  th e  in c re a s e s  r e q u ir e d  a re  
k n o w le d g e ,  lo v e  a n d  fa ith . C o lo s s ia n s l  :1 0  e x h o r ts  th e  
C h r is t ia n s  a t C o lo s s e  to  “increase in the knowledge o f  
G o d ”. K n o w le d g e  is  in c re a s e d  b y  s tu d y in g  G o d ’s
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W o rd , b o th  p r iv a te ly  a n d  w ith  o th e r  C h r is t ia n s . P a u l 
w ro te  to  T im o th y :  “Study to show thyself approved  
unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the w ord o f  truth ” (2  T im . 2 :1 5 ) .  T h e  
s tu d e n ts h ip  r e f e r re d  to  in  th a t  v e r s e  is  w id e r  th a n  a 
s tu d y  o f  th e  B ib le  b e c a u s e  it in c lu d e s  s e lf - e x a m in a t io n  
a n d  a  c o n s c io u s  a w a re n e s s  o f  o n e ’s a c tio n s . 
N e v e r th e le s s  it  a ls o  in c lu d e s  s tu d y  o f  G o d ’s W o rd  
b e c a u s e  it  is  th ro u g h  th e  B ib le  th a t  G o d  g iv e s  th e  
C h r is t ia n  th e  k n o w le d g e  a s  to  h o w  to  b e  a p p ro v e d  
u n to  G o d . T h a t  k n o w le d g e  is  o b ta in e d  b y  “rightly 
dividing the word o f  truth In  s im ila r  v e in  P a u l w ro te  
to  th e  T h e s s a lo n ia n s  w i th  th e  a d m o n it io n  “ ... we 
beseech you, brethren, that y e  increase more and 
more; and that y e  study to be quiet, and to do your 
own business ... that ye  may walk honestly towards 
them that are w ithout. . .”  (1 T h e s s .  4 :1 0 -1 2 ) .

L o v e
T h e  C h r is t ia n  m u s t  in c re a s e  in  lo v e . Q u o tin g  a g a in  
f ro m  P a u l ’s le t te r  to  th e  T h e s s a lo n ia n s :  “And the Lord  
make you to increase and abound in love towards one 
another, and toward all men ” (1 T h e s s .  3 :1 2 ) .

F aith
L u k e  1 7 :5 -6  re a d s :  “And the apostles sa id  unto the 
Lord, ‘Increase our fa ith ’. A nd the Lord said, ‘I f  ye  
had faith as a grain o f  mustard seed, y e  might say unto 
this sycamine tree, 'Be thou plucked up by the root, 
and be thou planted in the s e a ’; and it should obey 
y o u ” ’.

H e b re w s  11:1 d e f in e s  “ f a i th ” a s  “the substance ( th a t  is 
c o n v ic t io n )  o f  things hoped f o r ’’. A  C h r is t ia n  c a n n o t 
h a v e  to o  m u c h  f a ith  b e c a u s e  it is  b y  fa ith  th a t  h e  
“overcomes the w orld” (1 J o h n  5 :4 ) , a n d  it  is  b y  fa ith  
th a t  h e  is s a v e d  (R o m . 8 :2 4 ) . A ls o  th e  A p o s t le  P a u l 
sa y s : “above all take the shield o f  faith wherewith ye  
shall be able to quench all the fie ry  darts o f  the wicked  
on e” (E p h . 6 :1 6 ) .

T h e  A p o s t le  P e te r  w r i te s  th a t  th e re  a re  m a n y  th in g s  to  
b e  a d d e d  to  fa ith : “Giving all diligence, add to your 
faith  virtue; and to virtue knowledge; and to 
knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; 
and to patience godliness; and to godliness brotherly 
kindness; and to brotherly kindness love. For i f  these 
things be in you and abound, they make you that ye  
shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge 
o f  our Lord Jesus C hrist” (2  P e t.  1 :5 -8 ). A g a in  th e  
p r in c ip le  e m p lo y e d  is  “ in c re a s e  o r  p e r is h ” .

A c c u r a te  k n o w led g e  req u ired
2 P e te r  3 :1 8  r e a d s :  “But grow  in grace, and in the 
knowledge o f  our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ . . .” 
T h e  C h r is t ia n  is  to  in c re a s e  in  k n o w le d g e  - k n o w le d g e  
o f  G o d ’s p la n  a n d  o f  H is  r e q u ir e m e n ts  fo r  th e m . 
H o w e v e r  it  is a n  a c c u ra te  k n o w le d g e  o f  G o d ’s p la n  
th a t  is r e q u ire d ,  a s  sh o w n  b y  th e  e r r o r  o f  th e  I s ra e l i te s :

”Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to G od fo r  
Israel is, that they might be saved. For I  bear them 
record that they have a zeal o f  God, but not according 
to knowledge. For they being ignorant o f  God's 
righteousness, and going about to establish their own 
righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the 
righteousness o f  G od” (R o m . 1 0 :1 -3 ). I s r a e l ’s f a ilu re  
w a s  n o t  d u e  to  a la c k  o f  z e a l  b u t to  a n  in a c c u ra te  
k n o w le d g e ,  a n d  C h r is t ia n s  a re  v u ln e ra b le  to  e r ro r  d u e  
to  a  la c k  o f  k n o w le d g e : “Wherefore be y e  not unwise, 
but understanding what the will o f  the Lord i s ” (E p h . 
5 :1 7  ). “This I say therefore ... that y e  henceforth 
walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity o f  their 
mind, having the understanding darkened, being 
alienated from  the life o f  God through the ignorance 
that is in them, because o f  the blindness o f  their 
heart” (E p h . 4 :1 7 -1 8 ) .  “For ye  were sometimes 
darkness, but now are ye  light in the Lord: walk as 
children o f  ligh t” (E p h . 5 :8 ) . T h e  C h r is t ia n ’s 
u n d e r s ta n d in g  m u s t  in c re a s e  as  th e y  w a lk  th e  n a r ro w  
p a th  to  life : “But the path o f  the ju st is as the shining 
light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect 
d a y ” (P ro v . 4 :1 8 ) .

P ea ce  in  th e  k in g d o m
In  s p ite  o f  th e  f a c t th a t  m a n y  p o li t ic a l  le a d e rs  h a v e  a 
k n o w le d g e  o f  h is to ry  a n d  th e  d o w n fa l l  o f  th e ir  
p r e d e c e s s o rs ,  n o n e  h a s  b e e n  a b le  to  f o rm u la te  p o l ic ie s  
th a t  h a v e  b ro u g h t  w o r ld -w id e  p e a c e . A ll  s y s te m s  o f  
g o v e rn m e n t  th a t  a re  a v a i la b le  to  M a n  -  d e m o c ra c y , 
c o m m u n is m , s o c ia l is m , d ic ta to rs h ip ,  im p e r ia l is m  - 
h a v e  b e e n  a d o p te d  a t  v a r io u s  tim e s . H o w e v e r ,  e v e n  i f  
th e y  h a d  tr ie d  to  d o  so  - a n d  it is a c k n o w le d g e d  th a t 
s o m e  h a v e  n o t t r ie d  to  d o  so  - n o n e  h a s  in c re a s e d  to  
th e  e x te n t  o f  b r in g in g  u n iv e rs a l  p e a c e , h a rm o n y  an d  
h a p p in e s s  a n d  so  a ll h a v e  p e r is h e d .

T h e  k in g d o m  o f  G o d  w il l  b e  a  s ta rk  c o n tra s t  to  th e  
k in g d o m s  o f  th e  w o r ld  th a t  h a v e  e x is te d  u n d e r  M a n ’s 
ru le . I s a ia h  9 :7  r e a d s :  “O f the increase o f  his 
governm ent and peace there shall be no end, upon the 
throne o f  David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, 
and to establish it with judgment and  w ith  justice from  
henceforth even forever. The zeal o f  the LORD o f  
hosts will perform th is”. W h a t a  w o n d e r fu l  p r o m is e  is 
c o n ta in e d  in  th o s e  w o rd s : it w ill b e  e s ta b l is h e d  fo r  
e v e r  a n d  e v e r ; th e re  w ill  b e  n o  e n d  to  its  in c re a s e .  A s  
I s a ia h  la te r  d e c la re d : “They shall not hurt nor destroy 
in all my holy mountain: fo r  the earth shall be fu ll o f  
the knowledge o f  the Lord, as the waters cover the 
s e a ” (Isa . 1 1 :9 ). In  o rd e r  to  r e a c h  th a t  g lo r io u s  
c o n d i t io n  th e  p e o p le  o f  th e  w o r ld  w ill  h a v e  to  w a lk  up  
th e  “highway o f  holiness”: “And a highway shall be 
there, and a way, and it shall be called The way o f  
holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall 
be fo r  those: the wayfaring men, though fools, shall 
not err therein ” ( Isa . 3 5 :8 ) . T h e  k in g d o m  o f  G o d  w ill 
b e  to ta l ly  d if fe r e n t  f ro m  th e  p re s e n t  w o r ld  a n d  it w ill 
la s t f o re v e r  - it w ill  n o t p e r ish .
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Love Does Not Behave Itself Unseemly
T h e  A p o s t le  P a u l  w ro te  ‘‘Love does not behave itself 
unseemly” (1 C o r . 1 3 :5 ). T h o s e  w o rd s  p r e s e n t  th e  
C h r is t ia n  w ith  a  f a r - r e a c h in g  c h a l le n g e  th a t  r e q u ir e s  
th e  c o n t in u a l  e x e rc is e  o f  s p ir i tu a l  w is d o m .

S o m e  s ta n d a rd s  o f  c o n d u c t  th a t  a re  a c c e p ta b le  a n d  
a p p ro p r ia te  fo r  n o n - C h r is t ia n s  a re  u n a c c e p ta b le  a n d  
in a p p ro p r ia te  fo r  th e  C h r is t ia n  a s  e x p la in e d  b y  th e  
A p o s t le  P e te r :  ‘‘Forasmuch then as Christ hath
suffered fo r  us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise 
with the same mind ... That he no longer should live 
the rest o f  his time in the flesh to the lusts o f  men, but 
to the w ill o f  God. For the time p a s t o f  our life may 
suffice us to have wrought the w ill o f  the Gentiles, 
when we walked in lasciviousness, lusts, excess o f  
wine, revellings, banquetings, and abominable 
idolatries: Wherein they think it strange that y e  run 
not with them to the same excess o f  riot, speaking evil 
o f  you ” (1 P e te r  4 :1  -4 ).

P e te r ’s w o rd s  r e la te  to  p r e s e rv in g  th e  h e a l th  o f  th e  
C h r is t ia n ’s s p ir i tu a l  m in d  w h e re a s  th e  c o n te x t  o f  1 
C o r in th ia n s  13 :5  is  lo v e  - “love does not behave itself 
unseemly”. T h e  q u e s t io n  is , w h y  o r  h o w  is  u n s e e m ly  
c o n d u c t  c o n tra ry  to  lo v e ?

M e a n in g
T h e  G re e k  w o rd  r e n d e re d  “unseemly” in  1 
C o r in th ia n s  13 :5  is  “aschemoneo". T h e  o n ly  o th e r  
o c c u r re n c e  o f  “aschem oneo” is  in  1 C o r in th ia n s  7 :3 6  
w h e re  it  is  t r a n s la te d  “uncomely”. In  th a t  v e r s e  it 
r e la te s  to  th e  b e h a v io u r  o f  a  m a n  to w a r d s  a  w o m a n  
a n d  is i r r e le v a n t  to  its  u se  in  1 C o r in th ia n s  13 :5 .

In  o r d e r  to  c o m p ly  w ith  th e  a d m o n i t io n  th a t  “love 
does not behave itself unseemly” i t  is  n e c e s s a ry  to  
h a v e  an  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  w h a t is  m e a n t  b y  
“unseemly” in  th e  c o n te x t  o f  1 C o r in th ia n s  13 :5 .

S o m e  tr a n s la t io n s  o f  th e  N e w  T e s ta m e n t  tr a n s la te  
“aschem oneo” in  1 C o r in th ia n s  13 :5  a s  *'‘rude” (N IV ), 
“indecent” ( C o n c o rd a n t) ,  o r  “arrogant” (R S V ) . 
S t r o n g ’s C o n c o rd a n c e  d e f in e s  it a s  “unbecoming” a n d  
V in e s ’ D ic t io n a ry  ( l is te d  u n d e r  “ B e h a v e  N o .4 ” ) 
d e f in e s  it  a s  “to be unseemly”.

T h e  M a c q u a r ie  D ic t io n a ry  d e f in i t io n s  o f  th e  v a r io u s  
E n g l i s h  w o r d s  th a t  a r e  u s e d  to  t r a n s la te  
“a sch em o n eo ” i n c l u d e  “ i n a p p r o p r i a t e ” a n d  
“ im p r o p e r ” . T h o s e  w o rd s  e m b ra c e  a  w id e  r a n g e  o f  
s i tu a t io n s  a n d  it  is  w i th in  th a t  w id e  s e n s e  th a t  
u n s e e m ly  b e h a v io u r  is  c o n t ra ry  to  lo v e .

E x a m p les
I n a p p ro p r ia te  b e h a v io u r  is  c o n t ra ry  to  lo v e  b e c a u s e  it 
h a s  th e  p o te n t ia l  to  h a rm  a n o th e r .  J a m e s  2 :2 -6  g iv e s

a n  e x a m p le :  “For if there come unto your assembly a 
man with a g o ld  ring, in goodly apparel, and there 
come in also a poor man in vile raiment; and y e  have 
respect to him that weareth the gay clothing, and say 
unto him, ‘Sit thou here in a good  p lace and say to 
the poor, ‘Stand thou there ’, or ‘sit here under mv 

fo o ts to o l’ ... y e  have despised the poor  ... ” . D e s p is in g  
a n y o n e  is  n o t e x h ib i t in g  lo v e  to w a rd s  th e m .

T h e  A p o s t le  P a u l a d v is e d  T im o th y  o f  a n o th e r  a s p e c t 
o f  “unseemly behaviour”'. “In like manner also, that 
women adorn themselves in modest apparel ... not 
with braided hair ... or costly array ... but (which 
becometh women professing godliness) with good  
w orks” (1 T im . 2 :9 -1 0 ) .  C o s tly  a r ra y  is u n b e c o m in g  
fo r  th e  C h r is t ia n  w o m a n  b e c a u s e  s u c h  e x tra v a g a n c e  
h a s  th e  p o te n t ia l  to  b e l i t t le  o th e rs  w h o  d o  n o t  h a v e  
m a te r ia l  w e a lth .  T h e  c r e a t io n  o f  a  f e e l in g  o f  in f e r io r i ty  
is  c o n t ra ry  to  lo v e  b e c a u s e  it  te n d s  to  d e s tro y  th e  u n ity  
o f  th e  b o d y , th e  c h u rc h : “I therefore, the prisoner o f  
the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy o f  the 
vocation wherewith ye  are called, With all lowliness 
and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one 
another in love; Endeavoring to keep the unity o f  the 
Spirit in the bond o f  peace ” (E p h . 4:1 -3 ).

I n a p p ro p r ia te  b e h a v io u r  m a y  a lso  a r is e  e v e n  w h e n  
O n e  h a s  th e  b e s t  in te n t io n .  P a u l w ro te :  “Brethren, if  a 
man be overtaken in a fault, y e  which are spiritual, 
restore such a one in the spirit o f  meekness; 
considering thyself, lest thou also be tem pted” (G a l. 
6 :1 ) . H e lp in g  a n o th e r  to  o v e rc o m e  th e ir  w e a k n e s s  
r e q u ir e s  g r e a t  w is d o m  b e c a u s e  in a p p ro p r ia te  w o rd s  o r  
a c t io n s  m a y  u n in te n t io n a l ly  b e  s a id  o r  d o n e . E v e n  
q u o tin g  v e r s e s  o f  S c r ip tu re  o f  w h ic h  th e  w e a k  o n e  is 
u n a w a re  m ig h t  b e  w ro n g ly  in te rp re te d  a s  a n  a t t i tu d e  o f  
s u p e r io r i ty  a n d  m ig h t  th e re fo re  h a v e  th e  o p p o s ite  
e f f e c t  to  th a t  w h ic h  w a s  d e s ire d  o r  in te n d e d .

T h e  d e c is io n  w h e th e r  a n y  c o n d u c t  w o u ld  b e  
in a p p ro p r ia te  a n d  th e re fo re  c o n tra ry  to  lo v e  is a 
p e r s o n a l  o n e  a n d  re q u ir e s  c o n t in u a l  a p p l ic a t io n  o f  
s p ir i tu a l  w is d o m . In  a ll c a s e s  th e  g u id e l in e s  m u s t  b e  
th a t  “ ... love edifieth” (1 C o r . 8 :1 )  a n d  " ... let all 
things be done unto edifying” (1 C o r . 1 4 :2 6 ) . E v e ry  
a c t io n  th a t  h a s  a n  a d v e rs e  e f fe c t  o n  th e  s p ir itu a l 
w e lf a re  o f  a n o th e r  is  c o n tra ry  to  th e  f ru i t  o f  lo v e .
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