
Lesson 34

Israel’s Wilderness Experiences

Our fore fa thers ate the manna in the desert; as it is writ -
ten: He gave them bread from heaven to eat.—John 6:31

At last the Isra el ites were free from their slav ery. They began
.the long trek through the desert to the land of Canaan. God

led them by day with a cloud and by night with a pil lar of fire. The
Isra el ites were taught many les sons of faith dur ing the forty years
they wan dered in the wil der ness.

Every night God sent manna for them to eat. It took time and
patience every morn ing to gather and pre pare the small grains.
Each per son was allowed an omer, about seven pints. The manna 
would spoil after twenty-four hours except what ever was gath -
ered on the sixth day, which stayed fresh over the Sab bath.

In spite of all that God had done for them, the Isra el ites soon
became dis sat is fied with the manna. They cried for the fish of
Egypt as well as its cucum bers and onions and mel ons (Num bers
11:5,6). So God sent a wind from the sea and many birds (called
quail) flew with this wind. The quail grew tired from their long
flight; they flew low so the peo ple eas ily caught them. They ate
and ate and ate—so much that many became ill and some died.

At dif fer ent times the peo ple com plained to Moses because
there was no water to drink. He sweet ened the waters at Mar ah by 
throw ing a par tic u lar tree into it. At other times he struck a rock
with his rod and water gushed forth to refresh the peo ple. What a
beau ti ful pic ture of the death of Jesus (smit ing the rock) with the
gush ing water pic tur ing the great river of truth that came forth
because of his death.
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Another expe ri ence was a plague of fiery ser pents. God told
Moses to make a ser pent of cop per and raise it up on a pole where 
all could see it. When the peo ple looked at the cop per ser pent,
they were healed of their snake bites. The ser pents rep re sented
sin, which would bring death. God pro vided life for the sin-bit ten
world through the cru ci fix ion of Jesus. He was treated as a sin ner
so that all man kind might one day be freed from sin and death.

A man named Korah led a con spir acy against Moses’ lead er -
ship. The result was that Korah and those with him were swal lowed 
up in an earthquake. This is a pic ture of Satan and all the oppo -
nents of Mes siah per ish ing in the sec ond death in the next age.

The bra zen ser pent was a pic ture of the death of Jesus.
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