
Lesson 90

The Church, Militant, Triumphant

He will rule them with an iron scep ter; he will dash them
to pieces like pot tery.—Rev e la tion 2:27 (also Psalm 2:9)

The church dur ing the Gos pel age is spo ken of as being “mil i -
tant.” This does not mean they go to war with swords, guns,

and tanks. God’s peo ple bat tle in an entirely dif fer ent way
because their war fare is against the temp ta tions of the world, of
human desires, and the deceit ful ness of Satan.

The church does not fight for their “rights.” It was a ter ri ble mis -
take when, in the Mid dle Ages, the church bat tled with swords
and spears against nations and those who did not accept the
dom i nant church’s beliefs.

When Jesus and the apos tles were on earth, they did not inter -
fere in any way with earthly pow ers. On the con trary, they taught
their fol low ers to obey the laws of the land and to respect those in
author ity because of their office even if they were not per son ally
wor thy of this respect (Mat thew 22:21; Romans 13:1). Jesus and
his apos tles were law-abid ing, although they were sep a rate from
and took no part in the  governments of this world.

Ephe sians 6:11-17 describes the “armor” the church mil i tant is
to wear. The Chris tian does bat tle by wield ing the sword of the
spirit, the word of God, the truth. He pro claims the good news of
the com ing king dom and has the spirit of ser vice to oth ers.

The breast plate of righ teous ness sym bol izes our Sav ior’s death.
It is a cov er ing for us pro vided by the merit of Jesus’ sac ri fice. Our 
hearts would fail from dis cour age ment with out it.

The san dals of peace sym bol ize our full con se cra tion to the
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Lord. They help us over the rough places with out com pro mis ing
the truth.

The shield of faith is our trust in God and his truth. It helps us
with stand the “arrows” of Satan and his fol low ers.

We put on the hel met which sym bol izes knowl edge, an intel li -
gent hope of sal va tion. We need this as the adversary Satan will
try every thing in his power to take us away from the truth. We
carry the sword of the spirit which helps us defend the doc trines
of Christ from the attacks of error. We can own this sword only by
care ful and con stant study of God’s word and by being ready to
use it in defense of the truth.

God’s peo ple do not bat tle
with swords, guns, or tanks.
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