
Lesson 47

Zedekiah: Last King of David’s Line

I will raise up to David a righ teous Branch, a King who
will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the
land.—Jer e miah 23:5

King Saul of Israel did not remain faith ful to God and, as
.a result, his king dom was given to David. King David was

beloved by God who prom ised him that the great Mil len nial king,
the Mes siah, would be one of his descen dants.

For sev eral cen tu ries all of Israel’s kings were of David’s fam ily. 
Some of the kings were good, many were bad. The last king of
David’s line was Zedekiah. He was so evil that God said of him,
“O pro fane and wicked prince of Israel, whose day has come,
whose time of pun ish ment has reached its cli max … A ruin! A
ruin! I will make it a ruin! It will not be restored until he comes to
whom it right fully belongs; to him [Mes siah] I will give it” (Ezekiel
21:25-27).

When God took the king dom from Zedekiah, he told him that
he would be taken a pris oner to Bab y lon and that he would never
see Bab y lon! Both of these proph e cies came true. When Zede -
kiah was taken pris oner, his sons were slain and his eyes were put
out; he entered Bab y lon a blind man.

Start ing then God allowed the Gen tiles to have domin ion or
rul er ship over the nations. The lease of power would last for
2,520 years—from 606 B.C. when Zedekiah lost his throne to
1914 A.D.

In Bible sym bol ism one lit eral day rep re sents a year. The
 Jewish year had twelve months of thirty days each so each year
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of three hun dred and sixty days rep re sented three hun dred and
sixty years. There would be a com plete over throw of Israel’s
 government for a period of “seven times” (Levit i cus 26:18,21,
24,28).

By mul ti ply ing 7 and 360 we can see that the period of time the
king dom would be “ruined” (though not com pletely destroyed)
would be 2,520 years. In Octo ber of 1914 World War I began.
This marked the end of the Gen tile times of 2,520 years. World
War I caused tre men dous changes in all the gov ern ments of the
world. They have been in a state of change ever since, with few
mon archs still reign ing. Those who do, have no power.

Yes, the throne was taken from God’s cho sen peo ple and the
land lay des o late. But they were left with one hope: “Until he
comes to whom it right fully belongs; to him I will give it” (Ezekiel
21:27).

Zedekiah’s sons were slain and his eyes were put out
just before he was car ried off to Bab y lon.
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