
Lesson 85

Church of the Living God

[So] you will know how peo ple ought to con duct them -
selves in God’s house hold, which is the church of the
living God, the pil lar and foun da tion of the truth.—1 Tim o -
thy 3:15

Through out the Mid dle Ages there were many church move -
ments and many lead ers who influ enced the peo ple in dif fer -

ent ways.
As early as 330 A.D. there was rivalry between the Roman

Cath o lic and the East ern Greek Ortho dox Churches. The final
split between them came in 869 A.D. Because the Ortho dox
Church refused to rec og nize the author ity of the pope, the divi -
sion never healed (see Halley’s Bible Hand book, p. 903).

The Ortho dox Church held back the Islam reli gion from “flood -
ing” west ern Europe. There have been many mar tyrs among the
this church—they were will ing to suf fer and die for their faith.

Great tem ples and cathe drals have been built through out the
civ i lized world. It was usu ally the poor peo ple who donated the
money to build and keep them in good repair.

In Jesus’ day it was not “Chris tian work” to raise money for
church pur poses; today some think money-rais ing is the ideal
work for Jesus. The apos tles taught that the real work of the
church of Christ is not to build churches, but to build itself up in
the most holy faith (Jude 20).

God’s peo ple are like liv ing stones; they are being shaped and
pol ished by their expe ri ences for places in the spir i tual tem ple.
This tem ple is not a church of stone or brick; it is, rather, made up
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of those who fol low Jesus in the ser vice of the truth dur ing the
Gos pel age. These will “do good unto all men as they have oppor -
tu nity” (Galatians 6:10).

The fel low ship of the breth ren is impor tant (Hebrews 10:25).
Gath er ing together to study and pray and sing praises will help
those fol low ing Jesus to keep them selves in “the light” of God’s
word and to let that light shine out to oth ers. This can be done
any where, not just in a church build ing.

Some do not have an oppor tu nity to meet with oth ers of sim i lar 
faith yet they are clear in their knowl edge of the truth and have
a deep appre ci a tion of God’s plan because they have done so
much read ing and study ing. So the Lord pro vides for all who wish 
to fol low Jesus and become “liv ing stones” in the tem ple of God.

Great cathe drals have been built with money from poor peo ple.
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