
Lesson 80

Reformers

Do your best to pres ent your self to God as one ap -
proved, a work man who does not need to be ashamed
and who cor rectly [accu rately] han dles the word of
truth.—2 Tim o thy 2:15

Here and there were men who were not sat is fied with the
plans of emper ors or the words of priests and bish ops. They

wanted to study the Bible for them selves and learn to fol low in
the foot steps of Jesus.

Two early reform ers were John Wycliffe, born in Eng land in
1320, and John Huss, a Bohe mian. They did not believe that
God spoke only through the pope, nor that he had a right to take
tax money from the peo ple. They admired men who lived sim ply
and served the church faith fully. Huss was burned to death for his 
beliefs. Many peo ple like Huss loved lib erty and hated wick ed -
ness and were will ing to fight for their beliefs. The var i ous wars
caused by this phi los o phy killed a great many peo ple.

Another Eng lish reformer was Wil liam Tyn dale who wanted to
help oth ers study God’s word. He trans lated the Bible into the
Eng lish of his day. He, too, was killed for his efforts to serve God
and his peo ple.

Mar tin Luther, per haps the most well-known of the reform ers,
was the head of a Roman Cath o lic col lege that trained young men 
to become priests. He stud ied the writ ings of other priests and the
beliefs of the church. He did not study the Bible because he
thought the Cath o lic books explained it all.

One day Luther read a copy of the New Tes ta ment and was sur -
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prised that it was so easy to under stand. Cer tain Scriptures
showed many errors in Cath o lic teach ings.

Because most peo ple were uned u cated and could not read,
they could be eas ily tricked by evil preach ers who taught false
doc trines. One of the most noto ri ous was Johann Tetzel, a Ger -
man monk. He con vinced many to pay for sins not yet com mit ted
by buy ing pieces of paper called Indul gences. Schemes like this
brought wealth and pros per ity to the Roman Cath o lic Church
and even tu ally caused a revolt called the Ref or ma tion.

Luther listed ninety-five objections against the sell ing of Indul -
gences and nailed them to a church door. Print ing had recently
been invented, so these were soon printed and dis trib uted to peo -
ple in many coun tries.

Even tu ally the Roman church ordered Luther to give up his
beliefs. He refused, and even made more reforms. He trans lated
the Bible into Ger man and estab lished the Lutheran church.

Tyn dale and Luther trans lated the Bible into the peo ple’s lan guage.
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