
Lesson 58

Gospel of the Kingdom

Give ear, O God, and hear; open your eyes and see the
des o la tion of the city that bears your Name.—Dan iel 9:18

For more than six teen hun dred years God’s cho sen peo ple, the 
Isra el ites, had waited and prayed for a deliv erer who would

be greater than Moses. They looked for a king who would be
greater than David, a man after God’s own heart, or Sol o mon in
all his glory.

Now the deliv erer, the Mes siah for whom they had looked
for so long, was among them. John the Bap tist (Mat thew 3:2),
Jesus (Mat thew 4:17), and Jesus’ fol low ers (Luke 10:9,11) told
the peo ple the king dom was at hand but most of the Jews did not
believe it.

Many were too busy to remem ber God’s prom ises. Some were
too self ish to fit into God’s plan for a king dom—they wanted rich
and pow er ful rul ers like the hea then emper ors of their day. They
did not want to fol low a poor car pen ter’s son who did not even
have a place to live (Mat thew 8:20).

Jesus had come to his own peo ple and they re jected him—
indeed, they cru ci fied him. But a few did under stand and believe
what Jesus was tell ing them. These were given the priv i lege to be -
come sons of God (Hebrews 3:1-6).

God’s peo ple were like beloved, well-cared-for ser vants. They
remem bered Moses as their great est leader and knew that they
should serve God by obey ing, to the best of their abil ity, the laws
God had given to them through Moses.

Now these faith ful and obe di ent ones could be more than
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favored and pro tected ser vants. Now they could be sons of God,
part of the house of sons, broth ers of Jesus, joint-heirs of the king -
dom! At Pen te cost they received God’s holy spirit—the power
and under stand ing they needed to work with God.

The offer to the Jews was taken away because there were not
enough who were wor thy to become part of the church. The
invi ta tion then went to the Gen tiles. When the num ber of the
church (144,000) is com plete, no more will be called to become a
part of it (Rev e la tion 14:1). They are called a “lit tle flock” and
they will reign with Jesus Christ in the king dom.

When the work of gath er ing out a church class has been com -
pleted, the Gos pel age will end, Israel’s blindness will be re -
moved, and the bless ings of the Mil len nial age will come to the
whole world!

Jesus opened up the oppor tu nity for believ ers to become sons of God.
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