
Lesson 66

The Cost of the Kingdom

Small is the gate and nar row the road that leads to life,
and only a few find it.—Mat thew 7:14

As Jesus was walk ing along the road a young man ran up
.to him and fell on his knees before him. This rich young ruler 

was liv ing a good life, obey ing the law to the best of his abil ity.
This was merely his duty as no one has a right to live a bad life.

He was a Jew ish reli gious leader and was well acquainted with
the law. He real ized that he was lack ing in some way and asked
Jesus, “What must I do to inherit eter nal life?” He had rec og nized
some thing good and true in Jesus and knew of the things he had
been teach ing.

Jesus told him to keep the com mand ments. The law prom ised
life to any Hebrew who would keep it. The young man had always 
tried to be pleas ing to God and so he said, “Teacher … All these
things I have kept since I was a boy.”

The young man prob a bly felt quite sat is fied that he had done
all he could, yet some thing was miss ing in his life and so he asked
“What do I still lack?” He knew he was not per fect, that some -
thing was wrong, and he wanted to know how to gain eter nal life.

Jesus loved the young man for he showed ear nest ness and
humil ity in com ing to him in a pub lic man ner. Jesus told him,
“Sell your pos ses sions and give to the poor, and you will have
trea sure in heaven. Then come, fol low me.” (Mat thew 19:21).

The young man’s face fell and he went away sad for he had
great wealth and was unable to give up his lux u ri ous way of life.
He did not real ize that Jesus meant that he should use his riches
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in the best way he could to help oth ers, not that he would have to
sell every thing he owned all at once. The rewards of fol low ing the
Lord would be far greater and richer than any of his mate rial pos -
ses sions.

The par a ble of the camel going through the eye of the  needle
illus trates per fectly what Jesus was talk ing about (Mat thew 19:23,
24). The “nee dle’s eye” was a small gate in the walls of ancient
cit ies. After sun down the main gates were closed. A camel could
enter the small gate on its knees as long as the load on its back was 
first re moved. We, too, must remove all that is unnec es sary in our 
lives if we would fol low the Lord.

The young man went away sad for he had great wealth.
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