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From Heaven to Earth
‘E v e n  a s  th e  S o n  o f  M a n  c a m e  n o t  to  b e  m in i s t e r e d  u n to ,  b u t  to  m in is te r ,  a n d  to  g i v e  h is  l i f e  a s  a

r a n s o m  f o r  m a n y  ”  (M atthew  20:28).

At first glance Genesis 1:1 ("In the beginning God 
created the heaven and the earth”) might appear to 
record the beginning of God's dealings with mankind, 
because the creation of a place in which mankind 
could live would be one of the first requirements.

However God's planning for the human race began 
before He created the Earth. As explained by the 
Apostle Peter, Jesus “was foreordained (appointed) 
before the foundation o f the world ” (1 Peter 1:20). In 
order to understand why God foreordained Jesus to 
come to Earth to be Man’s redeemer, it is necessary to 
realise that God deliberately allowed evil to come into 
the world for “the sons o f man to be exercised 
therewith " (Eccl. 1:13) and thereby be more willing to 
embrace righteousness.

However in spite of the fact that Jesus was 
foreordained before the foundation of the world it was 
not disclosed to mankind in general prior to the Logos 
coming to Earth, and indeed it is still not revealed to 
the majority of the human race. While it was not 
disclosed to mankind in general, there were some who 
had some idea that God had already planned Man’s 
redemption. Disregarding for the moment the 
statement to the serpent that “the seed o f the woman 
would bruise his head” (Gen. 3:15), and over-looking 
any contention as to whether Adam was aware of that 
statement, probably the first man who had a glimpse 
of God’s plan was Abraham. When Abraham was 
required to offer his son Isaac for “a burnt 
offering" (Gen.22:2), he reasoned that the only way 
that God could honour His promises (to make of him 
“a great nation” (Gen. 12:2), and “in Isaac shall thy 
seed be called” (Gen. 21:12)), was for Him to bring 
Isaac back from the dead. Abraham’s reasoning is 
recorded in Hebrews 11:17-19: “By faith Abraham, 
when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had 
received the promises offered up his only begotten 
son, o f whom it was said, ‘That in Isaac shall thy seed 
be called accounting that God was able to raise him 
up, even from the dead ... ”.

Another one who had a glimpse of the fact that his 
redeemer lived was Job: “For l know that my 
redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter- 
day upon the earth ” (Job 19:25). However there does 
not seem to be any clear indication in the Scriptures 
that Job knew that his redeemer was the Logos, the 
beginning of the creation of God.

In view of the fact that God’s plan to send His son to 
Earth was not revealed before Jesus’ first advent, it is 
understandable that the Apostle Peter wrote that, while 
He “verily was foreordained before the foundation o f 
the world”, He “was manifest (brought to light, made 
visible) in these last times for you". These "last times" 
began when Jesus came to Earth.

A  position of glory
The magnitude of Jesus’ love for the human creation 
is brought into sharp focus when it is recognised that, 
as the Logos, He had a position of great glory.

One factor that contributed to His glory was that He is 
“the beginning (Greek: arche -  first or primary) o f the 
creation o f God" (Rev. 3:14). As the Apostle Paul 
wrote, He was “before all things ... ” (Col. 1:17) and 
Jesus Himself declared “before Abraham was I 
a m ” (John 8:58). Jesus was therefore conscious that 
His position before He came to earth was glorious. In 
His final prayer to God before He was crucified He 
said: "And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine 
own self with the glory which I had with thee before 
the world was" (John 17:5).
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Another factor that contributed to His glory was that 
He was in heaven with God: “The LORD is in his holy 
temple, the LORD'S throne is in heaven . . .” (Psa.
11:4). Jesus left that throne and came down to Earth 
as John records: “For I came down from heaven, not 
to do mine own will, but the will o f him that sent 
m e” (John 6:38).

Heaven more glorious
Those in the heavenly realm are of the spirit nature, as 
Jesus explained to the woman at the well: “God is a 
Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in 
spirit and in truth” (John 4:24). Spirit beings do not 
“have flesh and bones ... ” (Luke 24:39) and are 
invisible to the natural eye, as Jesus explained to 
Nicodemus: “The wind bloweth where it listeth, and 
thou hearest the sound thereof but canst not tell 
whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is evety 
one that is born o f the Spirit” (John 3:8).

The spirit nature is more glorious than the fleshly 
nature, which also means that the heavenly realm is 
more glorious than the earthly. The Apostle Paul 
explains it by saying that “there are also celestial 
bodies, and bodies terrestrial: but the glory o f the 
celestial is one, and the glory o f the terrestrial is 
another ...” (1 Cor. 15:40). The superiority of the 
spirit nature over the earthly is explained by the writer 
to the Hebrews: “But we see Jesus, who was m a d e  a 
l i ttle  lo w e r  th a n  th e  a n g e ls  for the suffering o f death, 
crowned with glory and honor; that he by the grace o f 
God should taste death for every man” (Heb. 2:9). 
Jesus “was made flesh and dwelt among u s” (John 
1:14), that is, He dwelt among the disciples as a 
human being. Thus the Scriptures declare that, just as 
the heavenly realm exceeds the earthly in terms of 
glory, so also Jesus in His spiritual state in heaven 
before He came to Earth enjoyed a position of greater 
glory than did the perfect man Adam; the earthly form 
is less glorious than the spiritual.

God’s agent in creation
A further attribute of Jesus before He came to Earth 
was that He was God’s agent and as such He made the 
worlds: "God who at sundry times and in divers 
manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the 
prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by his 
Son, whom he hath appointed heir o f all things, by  
w h o m  a lso  h e  m a d e  th e  w orlds"  ( Heb. 1:1-2). John 
confirms Jesus' role in the creation of the world: "In 
the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God ... The same was in the beginning with God. A ll  
th in g s  w ere  m a d e  b y  h im ; a n d  w ith o u t h im  w as n o t  
a n y  th in g  m a d e  th a t w as m ade"  (John 1:1-3).

When all three facts regarding Jesus’ position before 
He came to Earth are considered together -  the fact 
that He was the beginning of the creation of God, that

He had a glorious position in the spiritual realm, and 
His role in the creation of the world -  it is evident that 
He was a mighty One. An understanding of His pre­
eminent position in God’s plan helps the Christian 
appreciate Jesus’ love for the human race; that from 
such a high and mighty position He should come to 
Earth to redeem those whom He had created (as God’s 
agent) from the dust of the Earth.

Mission understood
The magnitude of His love for God and for mankind is 
further emphasised by the fact that He came to Earth 
willingly, consciously, with a clear understanding of 
His ministry and His role in God’s plan. He said “... /  
am come that they might have life, and that they might 
have it more abundantly” (John 10:10), and "Even as 
the Son o f man came not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister, and to give his life a ransom for  
many" (Matt. 20:28). And again: "I am the living 
bread which came down from heaven: i f  any man eat 
o f this bread, he shall live forever: and the bread that 
I  will give is my flesh, which I  will give for the life o f 
the world” (John 6:51).

Another incident that shows that Jesus knew precisely 
why He had come to Earth is recorded in Luke 4:16-
21: "He came to Nazareth, where he had been brought 
up: and, as his custom was, he went into the 
synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to 
read. And there was delivered unto him the book o f 
the prophet Isaiah. And when he had opened the book, 
he found th e  p la c e  where it was written, 'The Spirit o f 
the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to 
preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to 
preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering o f 
sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are 
bruised, to preach the acceptable year o f the Lord'. 
And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the 
minister, and sat down. And the eyes o f all them that 
were in the synagogue were fastened on him. And he 
began to say unto them, 'This day is this Scripture 
fulfilled in your ears'". The “place” from which He 
read was Isaiah 61.

Ordained to suffer
The prophecy in Isaiah 61 quoted above describes the 
positive side of His ministry; it foretells the blessings 
of His coming to earth which are yet to be realized -  
the deliverance of mankind from the death sentence. 
Isaiah 53:3-6 prophesies the other side, that of His 
sufferings: "He is despised and rejected o f men; a man 
o f sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it 
were our faces from him; he was despised, and we 
esteemed him not. Surely he hath borne our griefs, and 
carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, 
smitten o f God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for  
our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: 
the chastisement o f our peace was upon him; and with
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his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone 
astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and 
the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity o f  us all".

T h e  p r o p h e t  I s a ia h  w a s  n o t  th e  o n ly  p r o p h e t  to  d e c la re  
th a t  J e s u s  w o u ld  su f fe r ,  as  r e c o rd e d  in A c ts  3 :1 8 : “But 
those things, which God before had showed by the 
mouth o f  all his prophets, that Christ should suffer, he 
hath so fu lfilled”.

In  k e e p in g  w ith  H is  k n o w le d g e  o f  G o d ’s p la n ,  J e su s  
k n e w  th a t  H is  f a te  w a s  to  su ffe r : “And he sa id  unto 
them, 'With desire I have desired to eat this Passover 
with you before I suffer'” (L u k e  2 2 :1 5 ) .

Ig n o m in y  o f  th e  cross
I t w a s  o n e  th in g  to  c o m e  d o w n  f ro m  h e a v e n ;  it w a s  
s o m e th in g  e ls e  to  d ie  fo r  m a n k in d , b u t th e  ig n o m in y  
o f  c r u c if ix io n  w a s  s o m e th in g  y e t  a g a in ;  c ru c if ix io n  
m a d e  th a t  s a c r if ic e  th e  g re a te s t  s a c r if ic e  p o s s ib le .

O n e  h in t  o f  th e  sh a m e  th a t  a t te n d e d  c r u c if ix io n  is 
g iv e n  in  P h il ip p ia n s  2 :8 : “And being found in fashion  
as a man, he humbled him self and became obedient 
unto death, even the death o f  the cro ss”. P a u l 
a c k n o w le d g e s  th e  f a c t  th a t  H is  o b e d ie n c e  u n to  d e a th  
w a s  o n e  th in g , b u t to  b e  o b e d ie n t  “even unto the death 
o f  the cro ss” w a s  a n o th e r  a n d  s u b je c te d  H im  to  a 
g r e a te r  le v e l o f  h u m il ia t io n .

It is  d if f ic u l t  f o r  a n y o n e  to d a y  to  f u l ly  c o m p re h e n d  th e  
s c o rn  a n d  d e r is io n  th a t  w e re  h e a p e d  u p o n  H im ; H e  
w h o  w a s  w i th  G o d  b e fo re  th e  w o r ld  w a s  c re a te d ,  H e  
w h o  m a d e  th e  w o r ld s ;  H e  w h o  le f t  th e  g lo ry  o f  H is  
f a th e r ’s th ro n e  in  h e a v e n  to  c o m e  to  E a r th  to  r e d e e m  
m a n k in d .  M a tth e w  re c o rd s  it th u s :  “And when they 
had p la ited  a crown o f  thorns, they pu t it upon his 
head, and a reed in his right hand: and they bowed the 
knee before him, and mocked him, saying, ‘Hail, King 
o f  the Jews ' ”  (M a tt . 2 7 :2 9 ) .

T h e  le v e l o f  d e r is io n  H e  e n d u re d  is f u r th e r  s h o w n  b y  
th e  a c t  o f  P ila te : “And Pilate wrote a title, and put it 
on the cross. And the writing was, ‘JESUS OF 
NAZARETH THE KING OF THE JEW S'” ( J o h n  
1 9 :1 9 ). Y e t  H e  e n d u re d  a ll th e  s h a m e  a n d  ig n o m in y  
w ith o u t  b r in g in g  a n y  a c c u s a t io n  a g a in s t  th e m , b e c a u s e  
H e  k n e w  th a t  H is  tr ia ls  w e re  a n  e s s e n t ia l  p a r t  o f  G o d ’s 
p la n : “For it became him, for whom are all things, 
and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons 
unto gloiy, to make the captain o f  their salvation  
perfect through sufferings” (H e b . 2 :1 0 ) .  S u c h  
u n d e r s ta n d in g  e n a b le d  H im  to  d e s p is e  (d is c o u n t ,  o r  
o v e r lo o k )  th e  sh a m e : “Looking unto Jesus the author 
and finisher o f  our faith; who fo r  the jo y  that was set 
before him endured the cross, despising the shame, 
and is set down at the right hand o f  the throne o f  
G W ” (H e b . 12 :2).

H is rew a rd
J e s u s  d id  n o t  d e m a n d  a n y  r e w a rd  fo r  H is  s a c r if ic e .  
A ll H e  a s k e d  w a s  to  b e  re s to re d  to  H is  fo rm e r  g lo ry  as  
r e c o rd e d  in  J o h n  1 7 :4 -5 : “I have glorified thee on the 
earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me 
to do. And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine 
own se lf with the glory which I had with thee before 
the w orld was

H o w e v e r  G o d  h a s  g iv e n  H im  a g re a te r  r e w a r d  as  
r e c o rd e d  in  P h il ip p ia n s  2 :9 -1 1 : “Wherefore G od also 
hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which 
is above every name: That at the name o f  Jesus every 
knee should bow, o f  things in heaven, and things in 
earth, and things under the earth: And that every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory o f  G od the Father ”.

In h e r ita n c e  p ro p h esied
P s a lm  2 :6 -9  f o re to ld  J e s u s ’ in h e r i ta n c e : “Yet have l  
set my king upon my holy hill o f  Zion. I w ill declare 
the decree: the LORD hath said  unto me, Thou art my 
Son; this day have /  begotten thee. Ask o f  me, and I 
shall give thee the heathen fo r  thine inheritance, and 
the uttermost parts o f  the earth fo r  thy possession. 
Thou shalt break them with a rod o f  iron; thou shalt 
dash them in pieces like a p o tter’s vessel”. J e s u s  w ill 
in h e r i t  th e  E a r th  a n d  a ll m a n k in d  ( " th e  h e a th e n " ) :  
h o w e v e r  H is  r e ig n  w ill  n o t b e  to  p e rp e tu a te  th e  p r e s e n t  
d is t re s s ,  b u t to  re s to re  th e  E a r th  to  h o l in e s s :  “For as in 
Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 
But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; 
afterward they that are Christ's at his coming. Then 
cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the 
kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have 
p u t down all rule and all authority and power. For he 
must reign, till he hath pu t all enemies under his 
f e e t” (1 C o r . 1 5 :2 2 -2 5 ).

T h e  f i r s tf ru i ts  w h o  w il l  b e  r e s u r re c te d  f i r s t  a re  th o s e  
w h o  h a v e  c o n s e c ra te d  th e ir  liv e s  to  G o d ’s s e rv ic e  in  
th e  p r e s e n t  life , a s  e x p la in e d  b y  J a m e s  1 :18 : “O f his 
own will begat he us with the word o f  truth, that we 
should be a kind o f  firstfruits o f  his creatures

T h is  w o n d e r fu l  c o m p o n e n t  o f  G o d 's  p la n  is s u p p o r te d  
b y  E p h e s ia n s  1:4: "According as he hath chosen us in 
him before the foundation o f  the world, that we should 
be holy and without blame before him in love".

T h e  C h r is t ia n ’s p r iv ileg e
I t is th e  C h r is t ia n ’s p r iv i le g e  to  s u f fe r  w i th  H im  a n d  
a ls o  to  b e  g lo r if ie d  w ith  H im  (R o m . 8 :1 7 ) . It is  a lso  
th e  C h r is t ia n ’s p r iv i le g e  to  r e m e m b e r  H im  a t  th is  t im e  
a s  H e  re q u e s te d : “And he took bread, and gave  
thanks, and broke it, and gave unto them, saying, ‘This 
is my body which is given for you: this do in 
remembrance o f  m e’” (L u k e  2 2 :1 9 ) .
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The Father and His Sons
T h e  A p o s tle  J o h n  w ro te  "Behold what manner o f  love 

the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be 
called the sons o f  God ... ” (1 J o h n  3 :1 ) . It is  b e y o n d  
th e  p o w e r  o f  th e  h u m a n  m in d  to  fu lly  c o m p re h e n d  
w h a t  it m e a n s  to  b e  r e g a rd e d  as  a  so n  o f  G o d  - a  s o n  o f  
th e  M o s t  H ig h , a  s o n  o f  th e  c r e a to r  a n d  r u le r  o f  th e  
u n iv e rs e .

T h e  g iv in g  o f  H is  o n ly  b e g o t te n  S o n  to  d ie  o n  th e  
C ro s s  as  a  r a n s o m  p r ic e  fo r  th e  w o r ld  o f  m a n k in d  w a s  
in d e e d  a n  a c t  o f  lo v e  o n  G o d ’s p a r t ,  a n d  th a t  a c t  m u s t  
n o t  b e  d is r e g a r d e d  n o r  d is c o u n te d .  H o w e v e r  H is  lo v e  
fo r  H is  c h u rc h ,  th o s e  w h o m  H e  h a s  c h o s e n  to  b e  H is  
s o n s , is o v e r  a n d  a b o v e  th e  lo v e  th a t  H e  h a d , a n d  h a s , 
f o r  th e  w o r ld  o f  m a n k in d  in  g e n e ra l .

H e fir st lo v ed  us
T h e  f irs t c o n c e p t  to  g ra s p  in  t r y in g  to  a p p re c ia te  w h a t  
i t  m e a n s  to  b e  a  s o n  o f  G o d  is  th e  r e a l is a t io n  th a t  it  is 
s o le ly  o f  H is  m a k in g . T h e  A p o s t le  Jo h n  e x p r e s s e s  it 
"He f irs t loved u s” (1 J o h n  4 :1 9 ) .  In  c o m m o n  
la n g u a g e  it  m ig h t  b e  e x p re s s e d  as  H e  “ m a d e  th e  f ir s t  
m o v e ” . T h o s e  w h o m  H e h a s  c h o s e n  to  a c c o m p a n y  
H is  o n ly  b e g o t te n  S o n  h a d  n o  in p u t to  H is  p la n  to  h a v e  
a  s e le c t  b a n d  o f  so n s . It is  b y  H is  o w n  w il l  th a t  G o d  
h a s  e le c te d  to  h a v e  th e s e  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  h u m a n  r a c e  
a s  o th e r  so n s , a n d  to  b e  th e  m e m b e rs  o f  H is  c h u rc h . 
T h e  s o n s  d o  n o t  h a v e  a n y  r ig h t  to  th e  p o s i t io n ,  th e y  
h a v e  n o t e a rn e d  it, a n d  G o d  w a s  u n d e r  n o  o b l ig a t io n  to  
d e e m  th e m  th u s .

T h e  fa c t  th a t  it w a s  G o d ’s p la n  a lo n e  to  c h o o s e  so m e  
th e  h u m a n  r a c e  to  b e  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  H is  o n ly  
b e g o t te n  S o n  is d e c la re d  b y  b o th  th e  A p o s t le s  P a u l 
a n d  J a m e s . P a u l  w ro te  "... God hath from  the 
beginning chosen you to salvation through 
sanctification o f  the spirit and belief o f  the truth ” (2  
T h e s s .  2 :1 3 ) ,  a n d  J a m e s  w ro te  "Of his own will begat 
he us with the word o f  truth, that we should be a kind 
offirstfruits o f  his creatures ” ( J a m e s  1 :18).

J esu s  w a s a ch o sen  Son
T h e  p r iv i le g e  o f  b e in g  d e e m e d  a  so n  is b r o u g h t  in to  
s h a rp  fo c u s  w h e n  it  is  r e c a l le d  th a t  G o d  a lso  c h o s e  H is  
o n ly  b e g o t te n  S o n  to  b e  th e  s a v io u r  o f  th e  w o rld . T h e  
r e c o rd  s a y s  "Behold my servant, whom  /  have 
chosen; my beloved, in whom my soul is well pleased: 
I will put my spirit upon him, and he shall show’ 
judgm ent to the G entiles” (M a tt .  1 2 :1 8 ).

T h e  w r i te r  to  th e  H e b re w s  c o n f irm s  G o d ’s c h o o s in g  o f  
J e s u s  in  th e s e  w o rd s :  “For every high priest taken 
from  among men is ordained fo r  men in things 
pertaining to God  . ..a n d  no man taketh this honour 
unto him self but he that is called o f  God, as was

Aaron. So also Christ glorified not h im self to be 
m ade an high priest but He that said  unto him, ‘Thou 
art my Son, this day have I  begotten thee’” (H e b . 5 :1 , 
4 -5 ) .  It w a s  n o t J e s u s ’ r ig h t  to  d e m a n d  to  b e  a h ig h  
p r ie s t  - it w a s  to ta l ly  G o d ’s p re ro g a tiv e .

T h e  r e a l iz a t io n  th a t  G o d  c h o se  J e s u s  to  p e r fo rm  th is  
c r i t ic a l  p a r t  o f  H is  p la n  a d d s  s ig n i f ic a n t ly  to  th e  
im p o r ta n c e  o f  th e  c o n c e p t  th a t  H e  h a s  a ls o  c h o s e n  
p re s e n t  d a y  b e l ie v e r s  to  b e  H is  so n s , H is  c h u rc h . T h e  
p r iv i le g e  to  b e  c h o s e n  s p e c if ic a l ly  b y  G o d  ju s t  as  
J e s u s  (a s  th e  L o g o s )  w a s  c h o s e n  is  a  c o n c e p t  th a t  
w a r r a n ts  m u c h  c o n s id e r a t io n ,  as  th e  A p o s t le  P a u l 
w ro te  to  T im o th y : “Who hath saved us, and called us 
with an holy calling, not according to our works, but 
according to his own purpose and grace . . . ” (2 T im . 
1 :9).

G o d  ca lls  H is sons
J e s u s  a c k n o w le d g e d  th a t  n o  o n e  c o u ld  c o m e  to  h im  
“except the Father which hath sent me draw  
him ” ( Jo h n  6 :4 4 ) , a n d  th a t  th e  o n ly  r e a s o n  w h y  H e 
h a d  a n y  d is c ip le s  w a s  b e c a u s e  H is  f a th e r  h a d  g iv e n  
th e m  to  H im : “I have manifested thy name unto the 
men which thou gavest me out o f  the w orld ... thou 
gavest them me ... I  pray not fo r  the world, but fo r  
them which thou hast given me ... Holy Father, keep 
through thine own name those whom thou hast given  
m e ... ” ( J o h n  17 :6 , 9 , 11).

H o ly  S p ir it
G o d ’s s p e c ia l  f a v o u r  to  H is  so n s  d o e s  n o t e n d  w ith  
th e i r  c a ll in g , H e  a ls o  g iv e s  th e m  H is  sp ir i t :  “Hereby 
know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, because 
he hath given us o f  his S p irit” (1 J o h n  4 :1 3 ) .

T h e  H o ly  S p ir i t  e n a b le s  th e  C h r is t ia n  to  u n d e r s ta n d  
th e  th in g s  o f  G o d : “Now we have received, not the 
spirit o f  the world, but the Spirit which is o f  God; that 
we m ight know the things that are freely  given to us o f  
G o d ” {1 C o r . 2 :1 2 ) .

K n o w le d g e  essen tia l
A n  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  G o d ’s p u rp o s e  fo r  H is  so n s  is 
n e c e s s a r y  to  e n a b le  th e m  to  d e v e lo p  th e  c h a ra c te r is t ic s  
th a t  H e h a s  d e c re e d  fo r  th e m . T h e  A p o s t le  P a u l 
w ro te :  "The eyes o f  your understanding being
enlightened; that y e  may know what is the hope o f  his 
calling, and what the riches o f  the glory o f  his 
inheritance in the sa in ts” (E p h . 1 :1 8 ). In  R o m a n s  
8 :2 4  th e  A p o s t le  w ro te  “For we are saved by hope . . . ” 
A n  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  th e  h o p e  o f  H is  c a l l in g  a n d  th e  
r ic h n e s s  o f  th e  r e w a r d  th a t  w ill  b e  th e ir s  is n e c e s s a ry  
to  e n a b le  H is  so n s  to  d e v e lo p  th e  f ru its  o f  th e  sp ir i t  
a n d  to  w ith s ta n d  th e  w ile s  o f  th e  e v i l o n e , to  th e  e x te n t
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th a t  P a u l  w ro te  th a t  th is  h o p e  is th e  s a v in g  in f lu e n c e  
o f  th e  b e l ie v e r .  It is n o t th e  r a n s o m  fo r  M a n ’s 
r e d e m p tio n  b u t it  p ro v id e s  th e  m o tiv a t io n  to  o v e rc o m e  
th e  w o rld . A s  P a u l w ro te  to  th e  E p h e s ia n s :  
“Wherefore, take unto you the whole armor o f  God, 
that y e  may he able to withstand in the evil day, and 
having done all, to stan d” (E p h . 6 :1 3 ) .

T h e  A p o s t le  g o e s  o n  to  te ll  th e  E p h e s ia n s  th a t  th e  f irs t 
i te m  o f  a r m o u r  th a t  th e  C h r is t ia n  m u s t  p u t  o n  is 
k n o w le d g e :  “Stand therefore, having your loins girt 
about with truth ... ” (E p h . 6 :1 4 ) . T h e  A p o s t le  P e te r  
d e s c r ib e s  th is  m o t iv a t io n  as  b e in g  th e  m e a n s  b y  w h ic h  
th e  b e l ie v e r  e s c a p e s  th e  c o r ru p tio n  th a t  is in th e  w o rld . 
H e  w ro te :  “Grace and peace be multiplied unto you  
through the knowledge o f  God, and o f  Jesus our Lord, 
according as his divine pow er hath given unto us alt 
things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the 
knowledge o f him that hath called us to glory and 
virtue. Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and 
precious prom ises: that by these ye  might be partakers 
o f  the divine nature, having escaped the corruption 
that is in the w orld through lust. And beside this, 
giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to 
virtue knowledge ... For i f  these things be in you, and 
abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren 
nor unfruitful in the knowledge o f  our Lord Jesus 
Christ. But he that lacketh these things is blind, and 
cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten, that he was 
purged from  his o ld  sins. Wherefore the rather, 
brethren, give diligence to make your calling and 
election sure. For i f  y e  do these things ye  shall never 
fa ll; fo r  so an entrance shall be ministered unto you  
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom o f  our Lord  
and Savior Jesus C hrist” (2  P e t. 1 :2 -1 1 ).

C o m fo rt
T h e  A p o s t le  P e te r , a s  q u o te d  a b o v e , w ro te  “Grace 
and peace be multiplied unto you through the 
knowledge o f  G o d ”. A s  w e ll  a s  p ro v id in g  th e  
m o t iv a t io n  to  o v e rc o m e  th e  w o rld , k n o w le d g e  o f  
G o d ’s p la n  a lso  g iv e s  p e a c e  to  th e  b e l ie v e r .

T h e  S c r ip tu re s  a ls o  s a y  th a t  p e a c e  is a  p r o d u c t  o f  
r e c e iv in g  th e  H o ly  S p ir i t .  J o h n  c h a p te r  14 re a d s  in  
p a r t:  “Let not your heart be troubled; ye  believe in 
God, believe also in me ... I  will p ray the Father, and 
he shall give you another Comforter, that he may 
abide with you forever; Even the Spirit o f  truth ... I 
will not leave you comfortless ... Peace I leave with 
you. My peace I  give unto you, not as the w orld giveth 
give I to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither 
let it be afra id” ( v e r s e s  1, 1 6 -1 8 , 2 7 ) .

T h e  C o m fo r te r ,  th e  S p ir i t  o f  T ru th , g iv e s  c o m fo r t  
b e c a u s e  it  p r o v id e s  a n  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  w h a t  G o d  is 
d o in g  in  th e  w o r ld  a t th is  t im e  a n d  so  it is e v id e n t  th a t  
J e s u s  a n d  P e te r  a r e  s a y in g  th e  s a m e  th in g  b u t in

d if fe r e n t  w o rd s ;  th e  tw o  a re  c o m p le m e n ta ry .  T h e  
S p ir i t  is  r e q u ir e d  in  o r d e r  to  g a in  an  u n d e r s ta n d in g  a n d  
th e  p e a c e  th a t  e n s u e s  m a y  b e  a t t r ib u te d  to  e i th e r  th e  
S p ir i t  as  th e  ro o t c a u s e  o r  to  th e  u n d e r s ta n d in g  th a t is 
th e  r e s u l t  o f  h a v in g  th e  S p irit.

F o r  th o s e  w h o  a re  n o t p r iv i le g e d  to  h a v e  a n  
u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  G o d ’s p la n  b u t w h o  p o n d e r  th e  
e v e n ts  in  th e  w o r ld  to d a y  - th e  n a tu ra l  d is a s te r s ,  th e  
c o n f l ic ts  b e tw e e n  n a t io n s ,  th e  s ic k n e s s  a n d  d e a th  th a t 
p re v a i l  - th e  p r e s e n t  w o e s  a re  in d e e d  d is t re s s in g . It is 
a s  th e  A p o s t le  w ro te : “For we know that the whole 
creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until 
now. And not only they, but ourselves also, which 
have the firstfruits o f  the Spirit, even we ourselves 
groan within ourselves, waiting fo r  the adoption, to 
wit, the redemption o f  our body” (R o m . 8 :2 2 -2 3 ) .

S a n ctifica tio n
O n e  o f  th e  m o s t  p r e c io u s  th o u g h ts  r e la t in g  to  G o d ’s 
lo v e  fo r  H is  so n s , H is  c h u rc h , is th a t H is  O n ly  
B e g o tte n  S o n  w a s  s a n c t i f ie d  fo r  th e i r  b e n e f it .

J e s u s  s a n c t i f ie d ,  o r  s e t  H im s e l f  a p a r t ,  fo r  G o d ’s 
p u rp o s e  so  th a t  H is  f o l lo w e r s  in  H is  d a y  m ig h t  a lso  b e  
s e t a p a r t:  “As thou hast sent me into the world, even 
so have I also sent them into the world. And fo r  their 
sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be 
sanctified through the truth. Neither pray I fo r  these 
alone, but fo r  them also which shall believe on me 
through their w o rd . . . ” ( J o h n  1 7 :1 8 -2 3 ). T h e  w r i te r  to  
th e  H e b re w s  w ro te :  “For it became him, fo r  whom are 
all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing 
many sons unto glory, to make the captain o f  their 
salvation perfect through sufferings. For both he that 
sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all o f  one; 
fo r  which cause he is not ashamed to call them 
brethren, saying, 7  will declare thy name unto my 
brethren, in the midst o f  the church will L sing praise  
unto thee'" (H e b . 2 :1 0 -1 2 ) .

J e s u s ’ p r a y e r  ( J o h n  17 q u o te d  a b o v e )  in c lu d e d  n o t 
o n ly  th o s e  w h o  w e re  w ith  H im  d u r in g  H is  e a r th ly  
m in is t ry  b u t  a ls o  th e m  “which shall believe on me 
through their word  . . . ” A ll th o s e  w h o  h a v e  b e l ie v e d  
o n  h im  “through their w o rd ”, th a t  is  a l l  b e l ie v e r s  w h o  
h a v e  liv e d  d u r in g  th e  p r e s e n t  A g e  , h a v e  b e e n  a b le  to  
lo o k  to  H is  e x a m p le  a n d  f ro m  it d e r iv e  e n c o u ra g e m e n t  
fo r  th e ir  s a n c t i f ic a t io n .  W h a t an  e n c o u ra g e m e n t  th a t 
is! T h e  so n s  w h o  a re  l iv in g  in  th e  2 1 s t  c e n tu ry  a re  
th o s e  w h o  h a v e  “believed on Him through their 
w ord  ” - th e  w o rd  o f  th e  a p o s t le s  r e c o rd e d  fo r  u s  in  th e  
S c r ip tu re s .

V ic to ry  a ssu red
A n  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  G o d ’s g if ts  to  H is  so n s  r e s u l ts  in  
th e  b o n d  b e tw e e n  G o d  a n d  th e m  b e c o m in g  so  s tro n g  
th a t  n o  o n e  c a n  ta k e  th e m  o u t o f  H is  h a n d : “And I give
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unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish , b e g o t te n  S o n : “For whom he did  foreknow, he also
neither shall any man pluck them out o f  my hand. My d id  predestinate to be conformed to the image o f  his
Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and Son, that He m ight he the firstborn  am ong m any
no man is able to pluck them out o f  my Father's breth ren " (R o m . 8 :2 9 ) . T h e  th o u g h t  o f  b e in g
hand” ( J o h n  1 0 :2 8 -2 9 ) .  T h e  C h r is t ia n ,  as  a  S o n  o f  r e g a rd e d  as  H is  b r e th r e n  is  o n e  th a t  s h o u ld  m o tiv a te
G o d , is  s a fe  f ro m  a l l  fo e s  w h ile  h e  a b id e s  in  H is  h a n d . e v e r y  C h r is t ia n  to  s tr iv e  to  b e  a n  o v e r -c o m e r .

J e s u s  a s s u re d  h is  fo llo w e rs  th a t  v ic to ry  w o u ld  
e v e n tu a l ly  b e  th e ir s  e v e n  th o u g h  in  th e  w o r ld  th e y  
w o u ld  h a v e  tr ib u la t io n :  “...but be o f  good cheer; I 
have overcome the w orld” ( J o h n  1 6 :3 3 ) .

C o n s is te n t  w ith  th is  a s s u ra n c e  o f  v ic to ry  is  th e  fa c t 
th a t  J e s u s  c o n s o le d  H is  fo l lo w e r s  w ith  th e  p ro m is e  
th a t  H e  w a s  g o in g  to  p r e p a re  a p la c e  fo r  th e m : “In my 
Father's house are many mansions: i f  it were not so, I 
would have told you. I go to prepare a place fo r  
you"  ( J o h n  1 4 :2 ) , a n d  Jo h n  1 7 :2 4  re c o rd s  J e s u s  
p r a y in g  to  H is  f a th e r  fo r  th e  s a m e  o u tc o m e : “Father, I 
will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with 
me where I am; that they may behold my gloiy, which 
thou hast given me ”.

C o rrec tio n
G o d ’s lo v e  fo r  H is  s o n s , H is  c h u rc h ,  in c lu d e s  o n g o in g  
v ig i la n c e  a n d  w a tc h  c a re . J e s u s  s a id  “/  am the true 
vine, and my Father is the husbandman. Every branch 
in me that beareth not fru it he taketh away; and every 
branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may 
bring forth  more fruit"  ( J o h n  1 5 :1 -2 ). T h is  m e ta p h o r  
c o n ta in s  s e v e ra l  v a lu a b le  le s s o n s  fo r  e v e ry  C h r is t ia n . 
G o d  is th e  v in e  d r e s s e r  a n d  H e  is th e  O n e  w h o  d o e s  
th e  p ru n in g , th e  o b je c t iv e  o f  w h ic h  is to  in c re a s e  th e  
f ru ita g e . It is  r e a s s u r in g  to  r e a l is e  th a t a ll o f  G o d ’s 
d e a l in g s  w ith  H is  s o n s  a re  fo r  th e i r  u l t im a te  s p ir i tu a l  
b e n e f it :  “And we know that all things work together 
fo r  good to them that love God, to them who are the 
called according to his purpose ” (R o m . 8 :2 8 ) .

T o  th is  a g re e  th e  w o rd s  o f  H e b re w s  1 2 :5 -1 1  (R S V ): 
“And have you forgotten the exhortation which 
addresses you as sons: My son, do not regard lightly 
the discipline o f  the Lord nor lose courage when you  
are punished by him. For the Lord disciplines them 
whom He loves and disciplines all whom he 
receives ... Now no chastening seems fo r  the present to 
be joyous, but grievous; nevertheless afterwards it 
yields the peaceable fru it o f  righteousness unto them 
who are exercised thereby”. S o  th e  q u e s t io n  e a c h  
C h r is t ia n ,  e a c h  so n  o f  G o d , m u s t  a s k  th e m s e lv e s  is 
h o w  a re  th e y  b e in g  e x e rc is e d ?  A re  th e y  le a rn in g  th e  
le s s o n s  c o r r e c t ly ?  T h e  L o rd  d is c ip l in e s  e v e ry  s o n  H e 
re c e iv e s  a n d  th a t  is a  m a n if e s ta t io n  o f  H is  lo v e  fo r  
th e m .

C a lled  b reth ren
A n o th e r  m a n if e s ta t io n  o f  G o d ’s lo v e  fo r  H is  c h u rc h  is 
th e  f a c t th a t  H e  r e g a rd s  th e m  as  b r e th re n  o f  H is  o n ly

K in g s a n d  p r iests
Y e t a n o th e r  s e n s e  in  w h ic h  G o d ’s lo v e  fo r  H is  so n s  is 
e x e m p li f ie d  is  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e y  a re  to  b e  r e w a rd e d  b y  
b e c o m in g  k in g s  a n d  p r ie s ts :  “And hath made us kings 
and priests unto God and his Father; to him be g lo iy  
and dominion forever and ever. Amen ” (R e v . 1:6). 
T h e  o f f ic e  o f  a  p r ie s t  w a s , a n d  is , to  m in is te r  to  th e  
p e o p le  th e  th in g s  th a t  p e r ta in  to  G o d  a n d  w h ic h  th e  
p e o p le  th e m s e lv e s  a re  n o t  e n t i t le d  to  p e r fo rm . I t w ill  
in d e e d  b e  a  g re a t  p r iv i le g e  a n d  h o n o u r  to  s e rv e  th e  r e s t  
o f  m a n k in d  a s  a  p r ie s t  in  th is  w a y , to g e th e r  w i th  th e  
p r iv i le g e  a n d  g lo ry  th a t  w i l l  c o m e  w ith  b e in g  a  k in g  
a n d  ru l in g  w i th  H im  fo r  a  th o u s a n d  y e a r s  (R e v . 2 0 :6 ) .

M a y  e a c h  o n e  w h o  h a s  b e e n  in v ite d  to  b e  o n e  o f  th e  
F a th e r ’s v e ry  o w n  s o n s  w a lk  w o r th y  o f  th e  lo v e  th a t  
H e  h a s  s h o w e re d  u p o n  th e m . N e v e r  le t it  b e  fo rg o tte n  
th a t  th e  s ta tu s  o f  b e in g  a  s o n  o f  G o d  is a  p r iv i le g e  th a t  
n o -o n e  in  th e  f le sh  c a n  a w a rd , n o r  c a n  u s u rp . It is a 
p r iv i le g e  th a t  G o d  h a s  g iv e n  to  e a c h  o n e  in d iv id u a lly .

Our Father knows what things we need 
Each step along the way 
His eye of love doth never sleep 
He watches night and day.

He knows, sometimes like ripening grain,
We need the sunshine bright 
Again He sends the peace that comes 
With shadows of the night.

Sometimes our pride would fain unfurl 
Ambition’s flaunting sail 
Ah! Then He knows we need to walk 
Humiliation’s vale.

Sometimes He takes our eager hands 
And folds them on our breast 
He gently lays our work aside 
He knows we need to rest.

Sometimes we need companionship 
Sometimes the wilderness 
How sweet to feel he’ll know and give 
The state that most will bless.

Then let us leave it all with Him 
Assured that, come what may,
Our Father knows just what we need 
Upon our pilgrim way.

Bible Student Hymnal 308 
(Based on Matthew 6.8)
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Numbering Our Days
P s a lm  9 0  is c o m m o n ly  a t t r ib u te d  to  M o s e s , a n d  th e  
s e n t im e n ts  e x p r e s s e d  in  it m a y  b e  p ro p e r ly  a t t r ib u te d  
to  h im . N e v e r th e le s s ,  r e g a rd le s s  o f  h o w  m a n y  
c e n tu r ie s  h a v e  e la p s e d  s in c e  M o s e s ’ d a y , i ts  m e s s a g e  
is  p e r t in e n t  to  th e  C h r is t ia n  to d a y , a n d  p a r t ic u la r ly  
v e r s e  12: “So teach us to number our days, that we 
may apply our hearts unto wisdom ” (P sa . 9 0 :1 2 ) .

In  o r d e r  to  c a p tu r e  th e  fu ll im p o r t  o f  th o s e  w o rd s ,  it is 
n e c e s s a r y  to  c o n s id e r  th e  p r e c e d in g  v e rs e s .  T h e  
p u r p o s e  o f  th o s e  v e rs e s  is  to  c o n t ra s t  th e  n a tu re  o f  G o d  
a n d  th e  n a tu re  o f  M a n  in  r e la t io n  to  p r im a c y  a n d  
d u ra t io n .  I t is  o n ly  w h e n  th o s e  a s p e c ts  o f  G o d ’s 
e x is te n c e  a r e  r e a l is e d  th a t  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  
“numbering our days ” c a n  b e  fu l ly  a p p re c ia te d .

P r im a cy
G o d ’s p r im a c y  m e a n s  th a t  H e  w a s  th e  f ir s t  to  e x is t;  
G o d  e x is te d  b e fo re  th e  E a r th  w a s  c re a te d . A s  P s a lm  
9 0 :1 -2  s ta te s :  " . . .  Before the mountains were brought 
forth, or ever thou hadst form ed the earth and the 
world, even from  everlasting to everlasting, thou art 
G o d 1'. T h o s e  fe w  w o rd s  s u m  u p  th e  c re a t io n  o f  th e  
E a r th  as  r e c o rd e d  in  G e n e s is  1:1: “In the beginning 
G od created the heavens and the earth ”. A s  th e  
p r o p h e t  d e c la re s ,  it w a s  “the LORD that created the 
heavens; G od himself that form ed  the earth and made 
it... " ( I s a .  4 5 :1 8 ) .

D u ra tio n
In  s ta rk  c o n t ra s t  to  th e  f a c t  th a t  G o d  e x is ts  “from  
everlasting to everlasting”, P s a lm  9 0 :3  d e c la re s  th a t 
M a n  “ s o o n ”  “returns to the du st” f ro m  w h ic h  h e  w a s  
m a d e  (G e n . 3 :1 9 ) .<u T h e  c o n tra s t  is e x p r e s s e d  c le a r ly  
in  v e r s e  4 : “For a thousand years in thy sight are but 
as yesterday when it is past, and as a watch in the 
nigh t” (P sa . 9 0 :4 ) . N o  h u m a n  h a s  liv e d  fo r  e v e n  o n e  
th o u s a n d  y e a r s ,  y e t in  G o d ’s t im e f ra m e  10 0 0  y e a r s  
m a y  b e  c o n s id e r e d  to  b e  th e  s a m e  a s  o n e  d a y  o r  o n e  
w a tc h  in  th e  n ig h t  ( i.e . 3 h o u r s )  in  M a n ’s t im e f ra m e . 
H u m a n  b e in g s  d o  n o t  r e g a rd  a  p e r io d  o f  3 h o u rs  o r  2 4  
h o u r s  to  h a v e  b e e n  o f  a  s ig n i f ic a n t  d u ra t io n  w h e n  it  is 
p a s t ;  l ik e w is e  in  G o d ’s t im e  f ra m e  a p e r io d  o f  1000  
y e a r s  is o f  l i t t le  c o n s e q u e n c e  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  d u ra t io n  
o f  H is  e x is te n c e .  T h u s  is  m a d e  c le a r  th e  r e la tiv e  
in s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  th e  d u ra t io n  o f  th e  e x a m p le s  
r e c o rd e d  in  P s a lm  9 0 :5 -6  ( “a n ight’s sleep”  a n d  “the 
grass that is cut down and withers” ) -  o n e  th o u s a n d  
y e a r s  in  G o d 's  t im e f ra m e  is  c o m p a r a b le  to  th o s e  
e v e n ts  in  M a n 's  tim e f ra m e .

A n  in d iv id u a l  h u m a n  b e in g ’s te m p o r a r y  e x is te n c e  o n  
th e  E a r th , a n d  th e  s u b s e q u e n t  f a d in g  f ro m  p ro m in e n c e  
o f  th e i r  e n d e a v o u r s ,  is r e c o rd e d  b y  th e  W is e  M a n  a lso : 
“For the living know that they shall die: but the dead

know not any thing, neither have they any more a 
reward: fo r  the memory o f  them is fo rg o tten ” (E c c l. 
9 :5 ) . It d o e s  n o t m a t te r  w h e th e r  a n y  o n e  in d iv id u a l  is 
a  p o o r  m a n , a  p r ie s t  o r  a  k in g ; it is  o n ly  a  m a t te r  o f  a 
f e w  g e n e r a t io n s  b e f o r e  th e i r  e x p lo i ts  a re  g e n e ra l ly  
f o rg o t te n  b y  th o s e  l iv in g  a t  th e  la te r  tim e . T h is  
r e a l is a t io n  g iv e s  a d d e d  e m p h a s is  to  th e  t r a n s ie n t  
n a tu re  o f  M a n . Q u o t in g  a g a in  f ro m  S o lo m o n : “One 
generation passeth away, and another generation  
cometh: but the earth abideth forever” (E c c l . 1 :4 ).

T h r e e  sc o r e  y ea rs a n d  ten
T h e  im p o r t  o f  th e  t im e  p e r io d s  m e n t io n e d  in  P s a lm  
9 0 :1 0  - “three score years and ten ” a n d  “fou r score 
years ” - a n d  th e  u r g e n c y  o f  th e  e x h o r ta t io n  in v e r s e  12 
to  “number our days ”, is b e t te r  a p p re c ia te d  w h e n  th e  
y e a r s  a re  c o n v e r te d  in to  d ay s . T h e  f o rm e r  (7 0  y e a r s )  
a m o u n ts  to  s o m e  2 5 ,5 6 7  d a y s  (a l lo w in g  fo r  17 le a p  
y e a r s ) ,  a n d  th e  la t te r  ( fo u r  s c o re  y e a r s )  a m o u n ts  to  
2 9 ,2 2 0  d a y s  ( a l lo w in g  fo r  2 0  le a p  y e a r s ) .  T h u s  o n e  
d a y  is  a p p r o x im a te ly  l /2 5 0 0 0 th  o f  th e i r  life  s p a n , th a t  
is  0 .0 0 4 % .

T h e  d a y s o f  you th
W h e n  th e  la rg e  n u m b e r  o f  d a y s  th a t  c o m p r is e  th e  
a v e ra g e  h u m a n  lif e  in  th e  W e s te rn  w o r ld  to d a y  is  
c o n s id e r e d ,  it  is e a s y  to  d is r e g a rd  o n e ’s a c t io n s  in  th e  
e a r ly  d a y s  o f  o n e ’s life . T h e  s ig n i f ic a n c e  o f  th e  d a y s  
o f  o n e ’s y o u th  c a n  b e  d is m is s e d  o n  th e  b a s is  th a t  th e re  
is  a  la rg e  n u m b e r  o f  d a y s  r e m a in in g  in  w h ic h  to  m a k e  
a m e n d s  fo r  a n y  m is d e m e a n o u r s  o r  s tr a y in g  f ro m  “ the 
narrow way that leads to life” (M a tt . 7 :1 4 )  -  a  p e r io d  
o f  o n e  d a y  m a y  b e  r e g a rd e d  as  in s ig n if ic a n t  in  th e  
1 5 0 0 0  to  2 0 ,0 0 0  th a t  re m a in . In  th a t  c o n te x t  h o w  w e ll  
it  is to  r e m e m b e r  th e  w o rd s  o f  J a m e s :  “Go to now, ye  
that say, Today or tomorrow we w ill go into such a 
city, and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and 
get gain: Whereas ye  know not what shall be on the 
morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, 
that appeareth fo r  a little time, and then vanisheth 
a w a y” ( J a m e s  4 :1 3 -1 4 ) .  N o  h u m a n  b e in g  is  a s s u re d  
o f  "tomorrow", o r  e v e n  o f  th e i r  n e x t  m o m e n t;  e v e ry  
m o m e n t  o f  e v e r y o n e ’s l ife  is  in  G o d ’s h a n d s . 
C o n s e q u e n t ly  h o w  im p o r ta n t  it  is to  r e m e m b e r  th e  
e x h o r ta t io n  o f  S o lo m o n : “Remember now thy Creator 
in the days o f  thy youth, while the evil days come not, 
nor the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, 7  have 
no pleasure in them’” (E c c l . 1 2 :1 ). R e v e re n c e  fo r  G o d  
a t  a n  e a r ly  a g e  r e p r e s e n ts  g re a t  w is d o m  f ro m  b o th  th e  
a s p e c t  o f  th e  u n c e r ta in ty  o f  o n e ’s n e x t  b r e a th  a n d  th e  
te m p o r a r y  n a tu re  o f  y o u th .

A d u lth o o d
A s  o n e  p r o g re s s e s  th ro u g h  l ife  o n e  a c c u m u la te s  
r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s ,  a n d  th o s e  r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  c a n  d iv e r t
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o n e ’s e n e rg y  f ro m  th e  th in g s  th a t  a re  e te rn a l.  T h e  
d ra w in g  p o w e r  o f  s u c h  r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  is  a c c e n tu a te d  
b y  th e  f e e l in g  th a t ,  e v e n  f ro m  m id d le  ag e , th e re  is  s ti ll  
a  la rg e  n u m b e r  o f  d a y s  r e m a in in g  in  w h ic h  a d e q u a te  
a t te n t io n  c a n  b e  g iv e n  to  s p ir i tu a l  m a tte rs . O n e  s u c h  
e x a m p le  is th e  d is c ip le  r e c o rd e d  in  M a tth e w  8 :2 1 -2 2 : 
“And another o f  his disciples said  unto him, 'Lord, 
suffer me first to go and bury mv father'. But Jesus 
sa id  unto him, 'Follow me; and let the dead bury their 
dead '”. T h e  d is c ip le 's  r e q u e s t  in d ic a te s  th a t  h e  w is h e d  
to  d e la y  h is  c o m in g  to  J e s u s  u n t i l  h e  h a d  d iv e s te d  
h im s e l f  o f  h is  e a r th ly  r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s .

W h i le  th e  e x a m p le  g iv e n  a b o v e  i l lu s tr a te s  h o w  e a r th ly  
r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  c a n  d e t r a c t  f ro m  th e  C h r is t ia n 's  
d e v o t io n  to  h is  M a s te r ,  o n  th e  o th e r  h a n d  th e  C h r is t ia n  
is  o b l ig e d  to  g iv e  p r o p e r  a t te n t io n  to  th e ir  te m p o ra l  
r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s .  T h e  A p o s t le  P au l a d v is e d  T im o th y : 
"But i f  any provide not fo r  his own, and especially fo r  
those o f  his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is 
worse than an infidel" (1 T im . 5 :8 ) . P a u l 's  w o rd s  a re  
s tro n g  w o rd s : "he hath denied the faith, and is worse 
than an infidel". C o n s e q u e n t ly  e v e ry  C h r is t ia n  m u s t  
u s e  th e ir  d a y s  w is e ly  so  th a t  th e y  d o  n o t b r in g  
d is h o n o u r  to  th e  F a i th  b y  n o t  p ro v id in g  fo r  th e i r  o w n , 
a n d  y e t th e y  m u s t  n o t  ig n o re  th e i r  s p ir i tu a l  g ro w th . 
S u c h  a b a la n c e  r e q u ir e s  th e  w is d o m  th a t c o m e s  f ro m  
th e  H o ly  S p ir i t:  th e  n u m b e r in g  o f  o n e 's  d a y s  a n d  th e  
r e a l is a t io n  th a t  "my times are in Thy hand" (P sa . 
3 1 :1 5 ) .

T h e re  is  a n o th e r  a s p e c t  o f  life  th a t  r e q u ir e s  th e  
C h r is t ia n  to  n u m b e r  th e i r  d a y s , a n d  th a t  is  th e  tim e  
th e y  e x p e n d  in  p u r s u i t  o f  e a r th ly  p le a s u re s .  R e v e l l in g  
c a n  d iv e r t  o n e ’s a t te n t io n  f ro m  th e  w a y  o f  th e  
s a n c t i f ie d  as  th e  A p o s t le  P e te r  w a rn e d : “Forasmuch 
then as Christ hath suffered fo r  us in the flesh, arm 
yourselves likewise with the same mind: fo r  he that 
hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from  sin; That 
he no longer should live the rest o f  his time in the flesh 
to the lusts o f  men, but to the will o f  God. For the time 
p a st o f  our life may suffice us to have wrought the will 
o f  the Gentiles, when we walked in lasciviousness, 
lusts, excess o f  wine, revellings, banquetings, and 
abominable idolatries” (1 P e t. 4 :1 -3 ) .

J e s u s  f o re to ld  th a t  s im ila r  te m p ta t io n s  w o u ld  e x is t  in  
th e  la s t d a y s  o f  th is  a g e , a n d  h o w  im p o r ta n t it is fo r  
th e  C h r is t ia n  n o t  to  b e  s w e p t  a lo n g  w ith  th e  w o rld :
“For as in the days that were before the flo o d  they 
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 
marriage, until the day that Noah entered into the ark, 
and knew not until the flo o d  came, and took them all 
away; so shall also the coming o f  the Son o f  man 
b e ” (M a tt . 2 4 :3 8 -3 9 ) .  H o w  n e c e s s a ry  it is in  th e s e  la s t 
d a y s  fo r  th e  C h r is t ia n  to  n u m b e r  th e ir  d a y s  a n d  a p p ly  
th e i r  h e a r ts  u n to  w is d o m , “while we look not at the

things which are seen, but at the things which are not 
seen: fo r  the things which are seen are temporal; but 
the things which are not seen are eternal” (2 C o r. 
4 :1 8 ) .  “See then that ye  walk circumspectly, not as 
fools, but as wise, redeeming the time, because the 
days are evil. Wherefore be ye not unwise, but 
understanding what the w ill o f  the Lord is. And be not 
drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled  with 
the Spirit; speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in 
your heart to the Lord; giving thanks always fo r  all 
things unto God and the Father in the name o f  our 
Lord Jesus Christ" (E p h . 5 :1 5 -2 0 ) .

O ld  age
A s  q u o te d  e a r l ie r ,  S o lo m o n  (E c c l .  1 2 :1 ) d e c la re d  th a t 
o ld  a g e  u l t im a te ly  r e s u l t s  in  th e re  b e in g  n o  p le a s u re  in  
o n e ’s d ay s . T h is  f a c t  is b e c o m in g  m o re  e v id e n t  in  
th e s e  la t te r  d a y s  a s  m e d ic a l  s c ie n c e  is a b le  to  
p e rp e tu a te  life  b e y o n d  w h a t  w a s  p o s s ib le  in  e a r l ie r  
tim e s . H o w e v e r  in  m a n y  c a s e s  th e  d a y s  o f  th o s e  w h o  
a r e  c o n f in e d  to  w h e e l  c h a ir s  a n d  n u r s in g  h o m e s , 
u n a b le  to  c a r e  fo r  th e m s e lv e s ,  a re  n o t f i l le d  w ith  
p le a s u re .  B u t n o t  so  fo r  th e  C h r is t ia n ;  b y  th e  t im e  th e  
C h r is t ia n  r e a c h e s  th i s  s ta g e  o f  th e i r  e a r th ly  s o jo u rn  
th e y  m a y  w e ll  b e  fu ll o f  r e jo ic in g  - a c o n s c io u s  
a w a re n e s s  th a t  th e i r  w a r fa r e  is n e a r ly  o v e r  a n d  th a t 
th e re  a w a its  th e m  a  c ro w n  o f  g lo ry , as  d id  th e  A p o s tle  
P a u l: "Henceforth there is laid up fo r  me a crown o f  
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
shad give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto 
all them also that love his appearing" (2  T im . 4 :8 ) . 
S u c h  a  p ro s p e c t  s h o u ld  u rg e  th e m  to  h o ld  fa s t  to  th e  
th in g s  th a t  th e y  h a v e  h e a r d  in  e a r l ie r  d ay s .

N u m b e r in g  o u r  d a y s , b e in g  c o n s c io u s  o f  G o d ’s 
e v e r la s t in g  e x is te n c e  a n d  o f  o u r  te m p o ra ry  e x is te n c e  
in  th is  life , c o m b in e d  w ith  a  r e a l iz a t io n  o f  w h e re  o n e  
is  o n  l i f e ’s jo u r n e y ,  w il l  h e lp  a ll to  fu lf i ll  th e  
e x h o r ta t io n s  o f  th e  A p o s t le  to  “work out our own 
salvation with fea r and trem bling” (P h il . 2 :1 2 ) .

,l) S o m e  s c h o la r s  in te r p re t  th e  s ta te m e n t  in  P sa . 9 0 :3  
( “return ye  children o f  men ”) a s  a  r e f e r e n c e  to  M a n ’s 
r e s u r re c t io n ;  th e  f a c t th a t  a l l  m e n , a l th o u g h  s tru c k  
d o w n  b y  d e a th  so  s o o n  a f te r  b e in g  b o m , w ill  r e tu rn  to  
e n jo y  th e  b le s s in g s  o f  G o d ’s k in g d o m  o n  E a r th . It is 
a c k n o w le d g e d  th a t  su c h  in te ip r e ta t io n  m ig h t  b e  
c o r re c t .  H o w e v e r  it s e e m s  to  b e  m o re  in  k e e p in g  w ith  
th e  o v e ra ll  th ru s t  o f  P s a lm  9 0  th a t  th e  p o in t  b e in g  
m a d e  in  v e r s e  3 is th e  c o n t ra s t  b e tw e e n  G o d ’s e te rn ity  
a n d  M a n ’s b re v ity . G o d ’s e x is te n c e  is  f ro m  
e v e r la s t in g  to  e v e r la s t in g  w h e r e a s  M a n ’s e x is te n c e  o n  
th e  E a r th  is  in d e e d  v e ry  te m p o r a r y  - “three score 
years and ten ”, o r  m a y b e  “fou r score years ” (v e r s e  
10) .
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The “K osm os”
J o h n  3 :1 6  is  p o s s ib ly  th e  b e s t  k n o w n  v e r s e  in  th e  
w h o le  B ib le :  “For God so loved the w orld that He 
gave His only begotten son that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish but have everlasting life”.

T h e  b a s is  o f  th e  C h r is t ia n  f a ith  is th a t  in  th e  v e ry  
b e g in n in g  G o d  c re a te d  H is  s o n , a n d  th a t  “by him He 
made the w orlds” ( J o h n  1 :2 -3 ; H e b . 1 :2 ). T h u s  is 
e s ta b l is h e d  th e  s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  th e  f a c t th a t  G o d  g a v e  
H is  o n ly  b e g o t te n  s o n  to  b e  th e  s a v io u r  o f  th e  w o rld .

In  th e  K in g  J a m e s  V e rs io n  o f  th e  B ib le  th e  w o rd  
“w o rld ” o c c u r s  a p p ro x im a te ly  2 8 5  t im e s , a b o u t  2 4 0  
o f  w h ic h  a r e  in  th e  N e w  T e s ta m e n t .  T h e  2 4 0  
o c c u r r e n c e s  in  th e  N e w  T e s ta m e n t  a re  t r a n s la te d  f ro m  
6  d i f fe r e n t  G re e k  w o rd s , th e  m o s t p r e v a le n t  o f  w h ic h  
is  “kosmos ” (1 5 2  o c c u r re n c e s ) .

T h e  G re e k  w o rd  “kosm os” m a y  b e  in te r p re te d  in  a 
v a r ie ty  o f  w a y s . W . E . V in e , in  h is  “ E x p o s i to r y  
D ic t io n a r y  o f  N e w  T e s ta m e n t  W o r d s ”  ( p a g e  2 3 3 )  s a y s  
th a t ,  a m o n g  th e  G re e k s , “kosmos ” h a d  th e  m e a n in g  o f  
“ universe ...owing to the order observable in i t ”. T h e  
M a c q u a r ie  D ic t io n a ry  (T h e  A u s tr a l i a n  N a tio n a l  
D ic t io n a ry )  d e f in e s  “universe” a s  “all o f  space, and 
all the matter and energy which it contains; the 
cosmos ”, “Cosmos ” is  d e f in e d  in  tu rn  a s  “(2) the 
w orld or universe as an embodiment o f  order and 
harmony (as distinct from  chaos) ”. D r. J a m e s  
S t r o n g ’s “ E x h a u s t iv e  C o n c o rd a n c e  o f  th e  B ib le ” 
s u p p o r ts  th e  c o n c e p t  o f  o rd e r lin e s s :  “(#2889) - orderly 
arrangement, that is, decoration; by implication the 
w orld (in a wide or narrow sense, including its 
inhabitants, literally or figuratively [m ora lly])”. O f  
th e  152  o c c u r re n c e s  o f  “kosm os” in  th e  N e w  
T e s ta m e n t ,  in  th e  K J V  it is t r a n s la te d  as  “w o rld ” 151 
t im e s  a n d  “adorning” o n c e  - in  1 P e te r  3 :3 : “Whose 
adorning  ( k o s m o s )  let it not be that outward adorning 
o f  plaiting the hair, and o f  wearing o f  gold, or o f  
putting on o f  apparel . . .”. (T h e  s e c o n d  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  
“ a d o r n in g ”  in  1 P e te r  3 :3  is n o t in  th e  o r ig in a l  te x t  b u t 
h a s  b e e n  s u p p lie d  b y  th e  t r a n s la to r s .)

T h e  U n iv e r se
T h e  w id e s t  in te rp re ta t io n  o f  “kosmos ” is “ u n iv e r s e ” , 
th a t  is , b o th  th e  h e a v e n s  a n d  th e  e a r th . A c ts  1 7 :2 4  
s ta te s : “ God that made the w orld  (k o s m o s )  and all 
things therein, seeing that he is L ord o f  heaven and  
earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands . . .” 
T h e  “ w o r ld ”  re f e r re d  to  in  th is  v e r s e  m a y  b e  
in te r p re te d  a s  in c lu d in g  b o th  h e a v e n  a n d  e a r th ;  th e  
u n iv e rs e .  G o d  m a d e  b o th , a s  s ta te d  in  G e n e s is  1:1 - 
“In the beginning God created the heaven and the 
earth ”. I s a ia h  a ls o  p ro c la im s  G o d  a s  th e  c r e a to r  o f  th e  
h e a v e n s  a n d  th e  e a r th : “For thus saith the LORD that

created the heavens; G od him self that form ed  the 
earth and made it; he hath established it, he created it 
not in vain, he form ed it to be inhabited: I am the 
LORD; and there is none else  ” (Isa . 4 5 :1 8 ) .

T h e  r e f e r e n c e  to  “ the w orld” (k o s m o s )  in  R o m a n s  
1 :2 0  m a y  a ls o  b e  in te rp re te d  a s  m e a n in g  th e  u n iv e rs e :  
“For the invisible things o f  him from  the creation o f  
the world  ( k o s m o s )  are clearly seen, being understood 
by the things that are made, even his eternal pow er  
and Godhead ... ” G o d ’s p o w e r  is  in v is ib le ,  b u t  th e  
th in g s  th a t  H e  h a s  m a d e , b o th  in  th e  h e a v e n s  a n d  o n  
th e  e a r th ,  a re  e v id e n c e  o f  H is  m ig h t  a s  e x p r e s s e d  in  
P s a lm  19:1 “The heavens declare the glory o f  God; 
and the firm am ent showeth his handiwork”.

A n o th e r  in s ta n c e  w h e re  “kosmos ” r e la te s  to  th e  
u n iv e r s e  is H e b re w s  4 :3 -4 : " ...  although the works 
were fin ished from  the foundation o f  the world  
( k o s m o s ) ” . G o d  f in is h e d  th e  c r e a t iv e  w o rk  o f  b o th  th e  
h e a v e n s  a n d  th e  e a r th  ( th e  u n iv e rs e )  d u r in g  th e  s ix  
c r e a t iv e  d a y s  as  s ta te d  in  G e n e s is  2 :1 -3 : “Thus the 
heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host 
o f  them. And on the seventh day G od ended his work  
which he had made... ”

T h e  d e f in i t io n s  o f  “kosmos ” in c lu d e  th e  c o n c e p t  o f  
o rd e r . T h e  w o rd  “ o r d e r ” is  n o t u se d  in  th e  K in g  J a m e s  
V e r s io n  tr a n s la t io n  o f  P s a lm  8 :3 -9 , n e v e r th e le s s  th a t  
P s a lm  c o n v e y s  th e  c o n c e p t  o f  o r d e r  in  b o th  th e  
h e a v e n s  a n d  th e  e a r th : “When I consider thy heavens, 
the work o f  thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which 
thou hast ordained; What is man, that thou art mindful 
o f  him? ...For thou hast made him a little lower than 
the angels, and hast crowned him with glory and  
honor. Thou madest him to have dominion over the 
works o f  thy hands; thou hast put all things under his 

feet. ... O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name 
in all the earth!” T h e  p ic tu re  c o n v e y e d  b y  th o s e  
w o rd s  is o n e  o f  o r d e r  a n d  n o t o f  c h a o s , w h ic h  c o n tra s t  
is  m a d e  s p e c if ic a l ly  in  th e  d e f in i t io n  o f  “cosmos ” in  
th e  M a c q u a r ie  D ic t io n a ry .

T h e  E a rth  o n ly
In  s o m e  o th e r  S c r ip tu re s  th e  w o rd  “kosmos"  r e f e r s  
o n ly  to  th e  E a r th  a n d  d o e s  n o t in c lu d e  th e  h e a v e n s . 
O n e  s u c h  v e r s e  is R o m a n s  1:8: “First, I thank my God  
through Jesus Christ fo r  you all, that your faith is 
spoken o f  throughout the whole w orld”. W h i le  it  is  
p o s s ib le  to  in te rp re t  th is  v e r s e  as  s a y in g  th a t  th e i r  f a i th  
w a s  s p o k e n  o f  th r o u g h o u t  th e  u n iv e rs e ,  th a t  is , b o th  
h e a v e n  a n d  e a r th ,  th e  c o n te x t  o f  R o m a n s  1:8 in d ic a te s  
th a t  th e  A p o s t le  is r e f e r r in g  to  th e  E a r th  o n ly : “To all 
that be in Rome, ... your faith  is spoken o f  throughout 
the whole world  ( k o s m o s )”  (R o m . 1 :7 -8 ). P a u l ’s le t te r

April-June 2008 Herald of Christ’s Kingdom 9



w a s  p r im a r i ly  to  th e  s a in ts  in  R o m e , n o t to  th e  a n g e ls  
in  h e a v e n , a n d  so  th e  “kosmos " h e  r e fe rs  to  in  th is  
v e r s e  is l ik e ly  to  b e  th e  E a r th  o n ly .

A n o th e r  in s ta n c e  w h e re  “kosmos ” r e fe rs  to  th e  E a r th  
o n ly  a n d  n o t to  th e  h e a v e n s  is 1 T im o th y  6 :7 -8 : “For 
we brought nothing into this world (k o s m o s ) ,  and it is 
certain we can carry nothing out”. T h is  S c r ip tu re  
m a y  b e  in te rp re te d  as  m e a n in g  th e  w h o le  u n iv e r s e ,  
b o th  h e a v e n  a n d  e a r th ,  b e c a u s e  to  c o m e  in to  th e  E a r th  
o n e  m u s t  a lso  c o m e  in to  th e  u n iv e rs e .  E lo w e v e r  th e  
c o n te x t  in d ic a te s  th a t  th e  A p o s tle  is r e m in d in g  
T im o th y  o f  th e  d a n g e rs  o f  th e  lu s ts  o f  th e  f le sh : “But 
godliness with contentment is great gain ...But they 
that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and 
into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men 
in destruction and perdition. For the love o f money is 
the root o f all evil: which while some coveted after, 
they have erred from the faith” (1 T im . 6 :6 -1 0 ) .  T h e  
c o n te x t  r e la te s  to  th e  d o m a in  w h e re  m a n  e x is ts ,  th a t  is, 
th e  E arth .

Y e t  a n o th e r  e x a m p le  o f  “kosmos ” r e f e r r in g  to  th e  
E a r th  o n ly  a n d  n o t th e  h e a v e n s  is M a tth e w  4 :8 : 
“Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high 
mountain, and showeth him all the kingdoms o f the 
world (k o s m o s ) ,  and the glory o f them . . . ” It w o u ld  
n o t h a v e  b e e n  n e c e s s a iy  to  ta k e  J e s u s  u p  in to  “an 
exceeding high mountain ” to  sh o w  H im  th e  h e a v e n s ;  
J e s u s  w a s  ta k e n  to  th e  to p  o f  a m o u n ta in  f ro m  w h ic h  
H e  c o u ld  lo o k  d o w n  o n  th e  E a r th  b e lo w .

A  p a s s a g e  o f  S c r ip tu re  w h e re  b o th  s e n s e s  ( th e  
u n iv e r s e  a n d  th e  E a r th )  m ig h t  b e  m e a n t  s e p a r a te ly  is 
J o h n  1 :9 -1 0 : “That was the true Light, which lighteth 
every man that cometh into the world (k o sm o s ) .  He 
was in the world (k o sm o s ) , and the world (k o s m o s )  
was made by him, and the world (k o s m o s )  knew him 
not”. T h e  f ir s t  o c c u r re n c e  o f  “kosmos” - “every man 
that cometh into the world (k o s m o s )” - c o u ld  b e  
in te rp re te d  to  m e a n  th e  u n iv e rs e ,  b u t it is s u g g e s te d  
th a t ,  in  v ie w  o f  th e  c o n te x t,  o n ly  th e  E a r th  is m e a n t.  
T h e  s e c o n d  a n d  th ird  o c c u r re n c e s  - “He was in the 
world (k o sm o s ) , and the world (k o s m o s )  was made by 
him ” m a y  b e  in te rp re te d  as  b e in g  e i th e r  th e  E a r th  o n ly  
o r  th e  u n iv e rs e .  H o w e v e r  th e  la s t r e f e r e n c e ,  “ the 
world ( k o s m o s )  knew him not ”, d o e s  n o t r e f e r  to  th e  
h e a v e n s  b e c a u s e  M a rk  3 :11  s ta te s  th a t  th e  a n g e ls  
k n e w  w h o  H e  w as : “And unclean spirits, when they 
saw him, fell down before him, and cried, saying, 
'Thou art the Son o f God’”.

T h e  h u m a n  race
In  s o m e  o th e r  in s ta n c e s  “kosmos ” d o e s  n o t r e f e r  to  th e  
p h y s ic a l  E a r th  b u t  to  m a n k in d  liv in g  o n  th e  E a r th . A n  
e x a m p le  o f  th is  u s e  is M a tth e w  5 :1 4 : “Ye are the light 
o f the world (k o s m o s ) .  ” J e s u s ’ d is c ip le s  w e re  n o t th e  
l ig h t o f  th e  l i te ra l  w o r ld  b e c a u s e  th a t  is th e  f u n c t io n  o f

th e  su n  a n d  th e  m o o n : “And God made two great 
lights: the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser 
light to rule the night: he made the stars also” (G e n . 
1 :16 ). In  M a th e w  5 :1 4  “kosmos” r e fe rs  to  m a n k in d  
l iv in g  o n  th e  E a r th .

In  2 C o r in th ia n s  5 :1 9  a lso , "kosmos" re fe rs  to  m a n k in d  
o n ly  a n d  d o e s  n o t in c lu d e  th e  p h y s ic a l  E a r th : “To wit, 
that God was in Christ, reconciling the world 
( k o s m o s )  unto himself not imputing their trespasses 
unto them ... ” G o d  d id  n o t  r e c o n c ile  th e  p h y s ic a l  
E a r th  to  H im s e lf ,  b u t m a n k in d  liv in g  o n  th e  E a r th  - th e  
p h y s ic a l  E a r th  is  c u r s e d  (G e n . 3 :1 7 )  b u t is b la m e le s s .

A  f u r th e r  in s ta n c e  w h e re  “kosmos ” r e fe rs  o n ly  to  th e  
h u m a n  ra c e , a n d  n o t  to  th e  u n iv e r s e  n o r  to  th e  E a r th , is 
R o m a n s  3 :1 9 : “Now we know that what things soever 
the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: 
that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world 
( k o s m o s )  may become guilty before God”. P a u l h a d  
” . . .  before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they 
are all under sin” (R o m . 3 :9 ) . It w a s  th e  in d iv id u a ls  
l iv in g  o n  th e  E a r th  w h o  w e re  g u ilty  b e fo re  G o d , n o t 
th e  p h y s ic a l  E a r th .

U n b e liev ers  (th e  h ea th en )
In  so m e  in s ta n c e s ,  “kosmos” d o e s  n o t m e a n  th e  w h o le  
h u m a n  ra c e  b u t o n ly  u n b e l ie v e r s .  T h e  r e f e r e n c e  in  
J o h n  1 :10  th a t  “the world (k o s m o s )  knew him not” 
d o e s  n o t  r e fe r  to  th e  w h o le  h u m a n  ra c e  b u t  to  th o s e  
l iv in g  o n  th e  E a r th  a t th a t  t im e  w h o m  G o d  h a d  n o t 
e n l ig h te n e d .

A n o th e r  e x a m p le  w h e re  kosmos re fe rs  o n ly  to  
u n b e l ie v e r s  is J o h n  17 :9 : “I pray for them: I pray not 
for the world (k o s m o s ) ,  but for them which thou hast 
given me; for they are thine. ” J e s u s  w as  p r a y in g  o n ly  
fo r  H is  fo l lo w e rs  a n d  n o t fo r  u n b e lie v e rs .

Y e t a n o th e r  te x t w h e re  “kosmos” re fe rs  o n ly  to  
u n b e l ie v e r s  is 1 C o r in th ia n s  11 :32 : “But when we are 
judged, we are chastened o f the Lord, that we should 
not be condemned ( “katakrino ” - ju d g e d  a g a in s t )  with 
the world (k o s m o s )” . T h e  b e l ie v e r s ' ju d g m e n t  tim e  is 
n o w : “For the time is come that judgment must begin 
at the house o f God . . . ” (1 P et. 4 :1 7 ) ,  w h e re a s  th e  
ju d g m e n t  o f  th e  w o r ld  o f  m a n k in d  g e n e ra l ly  w i l l  n o t 
b e  u n ti l  a f te r  th e y  a r e  r e s u r re c te d :  “Marvel not at this: 
for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the 
graves shall hear his voice, And shad come forth: they 
that have done good  (p re s e n t  b e l ie v e rs )  unto the 
resurrection of life : and they that have done evil, unto 
the resurrection o f damnation (krisis; j u d g m e n t ) ” . 
B e lie v e r s  d u r in g  th e  p re s e n t  life  a rc  p ro m is e d  a 
r e s u r re c t io n  to  life , w h e re a s  th e  w o rld  o f  m a n k in d  in  
g e n e ra l ,  th o s e  w h o  h a v e  n o t b e e n  p r iv i le g e d  to  k n o w  
H im  d u r in g  th is  life , w i l l  b e  r e s u r re c te d  to  f a c e  a  c r is is  
t im e  fo r  th e m  - th e i r  ju d g m e n t .
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G e n tile s  o n ly
R o m a n s  1 1 :1 1 -1 5  re a d s : “I  say then. Have they 
stum bled that they should fa ll?  God forbid: but rather 
through their fa ll salvation is come unto the Gentiles 
.... Now i f  the fall o f  them be the riches o f  the world  
( k o s m o s ) ,  and the diminishing o f  them the riches o f  
the Gentiles: how much more their fullness? ...For if  
the casting away o f  them be the reconciling o f  the 
w orld  ( k o s m o s ) ,  what shall the receiving o f  them be, 
but life from  the dead?  ” (R o m . 1 1 :1 1 -1 5 ) .  T h e  g o s p e l 
c a m e  to  th e  G e n ti le s  o n ly  b e c a u s e  I s ra e l  as  a n a t io n  
r e je c te d  J e s u s  a s  th e  M e s s ia h , as  s ta te d  in  A c ts  13 :46 :
“ Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, ‘It 
was necessary that the w ord o f  God should firs t have 
been spoken to you: but seeing ye put it from you, and 

judge yourselves unworthy o f  everlasting life, lo, we 
turn to the G entiles'”. I s r a e l ’s r e je c t io n  o f  J e s u s  as 
th e  M e s s ia h  p re c e d e d  th e  G e n t i l e s ’ a d m is s io n  to  th e  
c h u r c h  (R o m . 1 1 :1 1 -18), a n d  in  th a t  s e n s e  T h e ir  “f a l l” 
b e c a m e  "the riches o f  the w orld” ( k o s m o s  - G e n ti le s )  
a n d  th e i r  “casting away ” o p e n e d  th e  w a y  fo r  th e  
r e c o n c i l ia t io n  o f  th e  ‘‘kosmos ” (G e n ti le  n a t io n s ) .

T h e  so c ia l o rd er
Y e t  a n o th e r  m e a n in g  o f  k o s m o s  is th e  s o c ia l  o r d e r  th a t  
e x is ts  o n  th e  E a r th . T h is  is d is t in c t  f ro m  th e  p e r s o n s  
l iv in g  o n  th e  E a r th , w h e th e r  I s ra e l i te s  o r  G e n ti le s .  
J o h n  12 :31  re a d s :  “Now is the judgm ent o f  this world  
( k o s m o s ) ,  now shall the prince o f  this w orld  ( k o s m o s )  
be cast o u t”. J e s u s  w a s  n o t s a y in g  th a t  th e  p r in c e  o f  
th e  in d iv id u a ls  w h o  w e re  liv in g  a t  th a t  t im e  w o u ld  b e  
c a s t  o u t,  b u t r a th e r  th a t  S a ta n , w h o  is  th e  p r in c e  o f  th e  
s o c ia l  o rd e r ,  w o u ld  b e  c a s t  o u t. L ik e w is e  it is 
r e c o rd e d  in  J o h n  1 4 :3 0  th a t  H e  s a id  “Hereafter I will 
not talk much with you: fo r  the prince o f  this world  
(k o s m o s )  cometh, and hath nothing in m e”. J o h n  
16 :11  d e c la re s :  ‘‘O f judgment, because the prince o f  
this world  (k o s m o s )  is ju d g e d ”.

T h e  A p o s t le  P a u l u se d  th e  s a m e  te rm in o lo g y : 
‘‘Wherein in time past ye walked according to the 
course o f  this w orld  ( k o s m o s ) ,  according to the prince 
o f  the pow er o f  the air, the spirit that now worketh in 
the children o f  disobedience” (E p h . 2 :2 ) . T o  th e  
C o r in th ia n s  h e  w ro te ,  ‘‘Now we have received, not the 
spirit o f  the world  (k o s m o s ) ,  but the Spirit which is o f  
G o d ” (1 C o r . 2 :1 2 ) . T h e  G a la t ia n s  a lso  w e re  
r e m in d e d  o f  th e  in f lu e n c e s  o f  th e  “ w o r ld ” a ro u n d  
th e m : “Even so we, when we were children, were in 
bondage under the elements o f  the world... 
( k o s m o s ) ”  (G a l. 4 :3 ) . H e  w a rn e d  th e  C o lo s s ia n s  a lso : 
“Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy 
and vain deceit, after the tradition o f  men, after the 
rudiments o f  the world  ( k o s m o s ) ,  and not after 
C hrist” (C o l.  2 :8 ) . T h e  A p o s t le  J a m e s  e x p re s s e s  th e  
s a m e  th o u g h t:  ‘‘Pure religion and undefiled before 
God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and 
widows in their affliction, and to keep himself

unspottedfrom  the w orld  ( k o s m o s ) ” ( J a m e s  1 :27 ).

T h e  A p o s t le  P e te r  u s e d  “kosmos ” w h e n  r e f e r r in g  to  
th e  s o c ia l  o rd e r  th a t  e x is te d  b e fo re  th e  f lo o d : ” ... by 
the w ord o f  God the heavens were o f  old, and the 
earth standing out o f  the water and in the water: 
Whereby the w orld  (k o s m o s )  that then was, being 
overflowed with water, perish ed” (2  P e t. 3 :5 -6 ) .  T h e  
“w orld being overflowed with water"  r e fe r s  to  th e  
f lo o d  o f  N o a h 's  d a y  th a t  d e s tro y e d  a l l  l iv in g  c r e a tu re s  
e x c e p t  th e  “eight souls ” ( a n d  a n im a ls )  in  th e  a rk  (1 
P e t. 3 :2 0 ) . It is e v id e n t  th a t  th e  “w orld” r e f e r s  to  th e  
s o c ia l  o r d e r  th a t  e x is te d  in  th e  E a r th  b e c a u s e  th e  
h e a v e n s  w e re  n o t o v e r f lo w e d  w ith  w a te r ,  n o r  w e re  th e  
a n g e ls  in  h e a v e n  d e s t ro y e d  b y  th e  f lo o d .

M a te r ia l p o sse ss io n s
J e s u s  a ls o  r e f e r re d  to  m a te r ia l  p o s s e s s io n s  as 
c o n s t i tu t in g  th e  w o r ld :  “For what is a man profited, if  
he shall gain the whole w orld  (k o s m o s ) ,  and lose his 
own soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange fo r  
his so u l? ” (M a tt . 1 6 :2 6 ) . M a te r ia l  p o s s e s s io n s  o f  a ll 
fo rm s  a re  r e g a rd e d  b y  s o m e  a s  th e i r  “ w o r ld ” .

R eg io n  o f  in flu e n c e
J a m e s  3 :6  in t ro d u c e s  y e t a n o th e r  m e a n in g  o f
“kosm os”’. “And the tongue is a fire, a w orld  
(k o s m o s )  o f  iniquity: so is the tongue among our 
members, that it defileth the whole body, and setteth 
on fire  the course o f  nature . . . ”

T h e  o th e r  “w o r ld s”
A  s im ila r  a n a ly s is  m a y  b e  u n d e r ta k e n  o f  th e  o th e r  
G re e k  w o rd s  r e n d e re d  “w o rld ” in  th e  N e w  T e s ta m e n t.  
O n e  s u c h  v e r s e  is  M a tth e w  2 4 :3  w h e re  it  is r e c o rd e d  
th a t  th e  d is c ip le s  a s k e d  J e s u s  “what shall be the sign 
o f  thy coming, and o f  the end o f  the world? ” T h e  
G re e k  r e n d e re d  “w orld” in  th a t  v e r s e  is “aion ”, 
w h ic h  s o m e tim e s  m e a n s  “ a g e ” a n d  is  t r a n s la te d  as 
“ a g e s ” in  E p h e s ia n s  2 :7 : “That in the ages ( a io n )  to 
come he might, show the exceeding riches o f  his grace 
in his kindness tow ard us through Christ Jesus ”.

Y e t a n o th e r  “w o r ld ” is  th e  h a b ita b le  earth  - th e  
G re e k  w o rd  is “oikoumene ”, I t o c c u r s  in  M a tth e w  
2 4 :1 4 : “And this gospel o f  the kingdom shall be
preached in all the world fo r  a witness unto all 
nations; and then shall the end come ”, T h e  g o s p e l 
w o u ld  n o t  b e  p r e a c h e d  in  th o s e  r e g io n s  w h e re  th e re  
w e r e n ’t a n y  in h a b ita n ts .

S u m m a r y
T h e  m e a n in g  o f  th e  G re e k  w o rd  “kosmos ” th a t  is 
a p p r o p r ia te  in  e a c h  in s ta n c e  h a s  to  b e  d e r iv e d  f ro m  th e  
c o n te x t  o f  th e  p a s s a g e  in  w h ic h  it o c c u rs .  T h e  
r e s u l ta n t  v a r ia t io n  o f  m e a n in g  is  n o t  “wresting the 
Scriptures” (2 P e t.  3 :1 6 )  b u t is a  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  
“searching the deep things o f  G o d ” (1 C o r . 2 :1 0 ) .
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Love Is Not Puffed Up
T h e  la t te r  h a l f  o f  th e  tw e n t ie th  c e n tu ry , a n d  n o w  th e  
e a r ly  y e a r s  o f  th e  tw e n ty - f ir s t ,  h a v e  b e e n  c h a ra c te r is e d  
in  th e  W e s te rn  w o r ld  b y  g r e a te r  c h a n g e s  in  l if e -s ty le  
th a n  h a v e  o c c u r re d  a t a n y  p re v io u s  t im e  in  th e  h is to ry  
o f  m a n k in d . T e c h n o lo g ic a l  a d v a n c e m e n ts  in  e v e ry  
f ie ld  o f  e n d e a v o u r  h a v e  e x c e e d e d  h u m a n  e x p e c ta tio n s .  
S u re ly  th e  h a n d  o f  G o d  is e v id e n t  in  th e s e  
d e v e lo p m e n ts  a s  p ro p h e s ie d  b y  D a n ie l:  “And at that 
time shall Michael stand up ... and knowledge shall he 
increased’’ (D a n . 1 2 :1 -4 ).

T h e s e  te c h n o lo g ic a l  d e v e lo p m e n ts  h a v e  b r o u g h t  m a n y  
b e n e f i ts  to  m a n k in d , e s p e c ia l ly  in  th e  f ie ld s  o f  
a g r ic u l tu r e ,  t r a n s p o r t  a n d  m e d ic in e . F o r  se v e ra l  
d e c a d e s  m a n y  w e s te rn  c o u n tr ie s  h a v e  h a d  a  su re  
s u p p ly  o f  fo o d , a n d  a n  in c re a s in g  life  e x p e c ta n c y . 
A d d it io n a l ly ,  m o d e rn  m e d ic in e  h a s  p ro v id e d  p a in  
r e l i e f  to  a n  u n p re c e d e n te d  e x te n t.  T h a t  is  n o t  to  s a y  
th a t  th e re  is  n o  p a in  to d a y  - th e re  is s till m u c h  p a in , 
a n d  s o m e  o f  th e  d is e a s e s  th a t  s t i l l  p la g u e  m a n k in d  
in f l ic t  g r e a t  s u f fe r in g . N e v e r th e le s s ,  c o m p a re d  to  
p re v io u s  g e n e ra tio n s , th e  c u r r e n t  g e n e ra t io n  in  th e  
m u c h  o f  th e  w e s te rn  w o r ld  is  e n jo y in g  a  v e ry  
p r iv i le g e d  s ta n d a rd  o f  liv in g .

H o w e v e r  s u c h  p ro s p e r i ty  h a s  b e e n  a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  a  
m a rk e d  d e c r e a s e  in  r e v e re n c e  fo r  G o d . M a y b e  o n e  
c a u s e  o f  th is  ir re v e re n c e  h a s  b e e n  th e  f e e l in g  th a t  M a n  
is n o w  s e lf - s u f f ic ie n t ,  th a t “ th e y ”  c a n  p r o v id e  a l l  th e ir  
n e e d s  th e m s e lv e s .  A n o th e r  f a c to r  m ig h t  b e  th a t  th e  
le a d e rs  o f  th e  C h r is t ia n  r e l ig io n s  h a v e  n o t f o r th r ig h t ly  
p r e a c h e d  th e  tru th s  r e g a rd in g  th e  fu tu re  o f  th e  w o rld  
a s  p r o p h e s ie d  in  G o d ’s W o rd . W h a te v e r  th e  c a u s a l  
f a c to rs ,  th e  r e s u l t  is b e y o n d  d e n ia l  a n d  th e  te s t im o n y  
o f  S c r ip tu re  is v in d ic a te d : “That in the last days 
perilous times shall come, fo r  men shall he lovers o f  
their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, 
unthankful, unholy, ... heady, highminded, lovers o f  
pleasures more than lovers o f  G o d ” (2  T im . 3 :1 -4 ) . 
T h e  a t t i tu d e  o f  b e in g  b o a s tfu l ,  p ro u d , h e a d y  a n d  h ig h  
m in d e d  is c o n tra ry  to  th e  f ru it  o f  lo v e  th a t  th e  
C h r is t ia n  is to  d e v e lo p , a s  th e  A p o s t le  P a u l s im p ly  
s a y s  “Love is not puffed u p ” {1 C o r. 13 :4).

E ffects
T h e  A p o s t le  P a u l  d e v o te d  a ll o f  w h a t  is n o w  k n o w n  as 
1 C o r in th ia n s  4  to  e x h o r t in g  th e  b r e th re n  to  n o t b e  
p u f fe d  u p . In  v e r s e  6  h e  s a y s  “that ye  might learn in 
us not to think o f  men above that which is written, that 
no one o f  you be puffed up for one against another ”. 
T h e  th o u g h t  o f  o n e  m e m b e r  o f  th e  c h u rc h  b e in g  
a g a in s t  a n o th e r  is  to ta lly  c o n tra ry  to  th e  lo v e  th a t 
s h o u ld  e x is t  a m o n g s t  th e  c h u rc h  - “bear ye  one 
another’s burdens and so fulfill the law o f  
C hrist” (G a l. 6 :2 ).

B e in g  p u f fe d  u p  o n e  a g a in s t  a n o th e r  d e s tro y s  th e  
b e n e f i t  th a t  is to  b e  g a in e d  f ro m  th e  "assembling o f  
ourselves together ... exhorting one another ... ” , It 
m u s t  a lw a y s  b e  r e m e m b e r e d  th a t “the whole body, 

f itly  jo ined together and compacted by that which 
every jo in t supplieth, according to the effectual 
working in the measure o f  every part, maketh increase 
o f  the body unto the edifying o f  itself in love"  (E p h . 
4 :1 6 ) .  T h e re  is n o  ro o m  fo r  b e in g  “ p u f fe d  u p ” .

P e r so n a l a ch ie v e m e n ts
In  1 C o r in th ia n s  8:1 th e  A p o s t le  id e n tif ie s  o n e  fa c to r  
th a t  c a n  p u f f  u p : “Knowledge puffeth up, but love 
edifieth ”, C h r is t ia n s  m u s t e n s u re  th a t th e ir  k n o w le d g e  
o f  th e  S c r ip tu re s  d o e s  n o t p u f f  th e m  u p . I t is  G o d  w h o  
h a s  o p e n e d  th e i r  e y e s  (M a tt . 16 :1 7 ).

A c c o m p lis h m e n t  c a n  a lso  c a u s e  o n e  to  b e  p u f fe d  up. 
O n e  e x a m p le  f ro m  O ld  T e s ta m e n t  t im e s  is  th a t o f  
N e b u c h a d n e z z a r :  “The king spake, and said, 'Is not 
this great Babylon, that I  have built fo r  the house o f  
the kingdom by the might o f  my power, and fo r  the 
honour o f  my m ajesty?'” ( D a n ie l  4 :2 9 -3 0 ) .  
N e b u c h a d n e z z a r  b e c a m e  p u f fe d  u p  a n d  c la im e d  th e  
c r e d i t  f o r  w h a t  G o d  h a d  p e r m i t te d  h im  to  b u ild .

A n tid o te s
In  1 C o r in th ia n s  4 :7  P a u l r e m in d e d  th e  C o r in th ia n  
b r e th r e n  “who maketh thee to differ from another? 
And what hast thou that thou didst not receive? Now if  
thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory as if  thou 
hadst not received it? ” T h is  r e m in d e r  w a s  p a r t ic u la r ly  
im p o r ta n t  to  th e  C o r in th ia n  b re th re n  b e c a u s e  th e y  
w e re  s t r u g g l in g  to  c o r re c tly  u n d e r s ta n d  th e  s p ir itu a l 
g if ts  (C h a p . 14), a n d  it w a s  n e c e s s a ry  fo r  P a u l to  
r e m in d  th e m  th a t  it is  G o d  w h o  w a s  th e  G iv e r .

A n o th e r  c o n s id e ra t io n  is th a t, as fa r  as p o s s ib le ,  
C h r is t ia n s  s h o u ld  p ro v id e  fo r  th e m s e lv e s .  T h e  
A p o s t le  P a u l e n s u re d  th a t h e  d id  n o t g iv e  th e  
C o r in th ia n s  a n y  g ro u n d s  to  b e  p u f fe d  u p  b e c a u s e  th e y  
h a d  s u p p lie d  h is  n e e d s  (2  C o r . 1 1 :9 -1 3 ).

A l lo w in g  o n e s e l f  to  b e  p u f fe d  u p  d e s tro y s  lo v e  
b e c a u s e  it  h a s  th e  p o te n t ia l  to  m a k e  th e  o th e r  fe e l 
in f e r io r  a n d  th e re b y  c a u s e  d iv is io n  o r  s e p a ra tio n .
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