
Lesson 10

Mother Eve Beguiled

“You will not surely die,” the ser pent said to the woman. —
Gen e sis 3:4

Eve wanted to know all about God and the beau ti ful gar den he
had pre pared for her and Adam. There were so many things

she wanted to know. Why was there one kind of tree from which
they could not eat? Why did the beau ti ful intel li gent ser pent eat of 
the fruit of that tree and not die?

Satan was cun ning in his attempt to deceive this per fect pair. If
he had said to Eve, “Come and  worship me instead of God,” she
would have been shocked and have turned away from him. But
Satan watched Eve and stud ied her ways: she was happy, she
loved Adam, she loved God. What was there in her char ac ter to
which he could appeal? It was her great desire for knowl edge!

Knowl edge is good. God gives us as much knowl edge as we can 
use wisely. He could have given Eve more knowl edge as she con -
tin ued to love and obey him. At that time the impor tant thing in
God’s plan was to teach Adam and Eve that obe di ence to his laws
would be the best for them.

To eat of the tree of the knowl edge of good and evil was for bid -
den for a while as a test of their loy alty and obe di ence to God.
The pen alty for dis obe di ence was death. Death is the absence of
life. One who is dead does not know any thing, nor can he do any -
thing (Eccle si as tes 9:5,10).

Satan wanted to be like the Most High God and have the peo -
ple wor ship him. He caused the clever ser pent to eat the for bid -
den fruit. Eve saw that noth ing hap pened to the ser pent so she
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took a bite of the fruit. When Adam real ized what she had done,
he chose to fol low her into death (Gen e sis 2:17) rather than live
with out her.

Instead of trust ing God, Adam dis obeyed and ate of the fruit
just as Eve had done. The death pen alty came upon him and Eve
and all their chil dren.

And so the first lie—“You will not surely die”—caused man -
kind to start on a down ward course of sin and death. We know
what the ter ri ble results have been!

Satan stud ied Eve to see how he could tempt her.
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