
Lesson 44

Solomon in All His Glory

The fear [rev er ence] of the LORD is the begin ning of wis -
dom.—Prov erbs 9:10

King David loved God with all his heart, but most of his years

.were spent in bat tle. When he wanted to build a tem ple for

God, he was not per mit ted to do so. David expe ri enced sor rows,

test ings, and les sons just as all God’s peo ple do dur ing their lives

on earth.
King Sol o mon was the sec ond son of David and Bathsheba

and became heir to the throne after the deaths of his older half-
broth ers. He had been edu cated by the prophet Nathan. His
reign was peace ful and pros per ous and he was per mit ted to build
God’s tem ple. The world mar veled at his wis dom and great
riches. Sol o mon was like God’s peo ple in heav enly glory—able
to bless wisely from abun dant riches.

Sol o mon’s fame spread through out the civ i lized world. The
Queen of Sheba, who lived in south ern Ara bia and was also very
wealthy, came to visit him and see for her self. She was amazed at
what she saw and said, “Not even half was told to me” (1 Kings
10:7).

After Nathan’s death, Sol o mon turned to the ways of the hea -
then gods. There fore God took away from him the priv i lege of
hav ing the Mes siah, Jesus, born from his line of descen dants.

Jesus was the per fect son of God and much wiser than
 Solomon. Strangely, the peo ple of Pal es tine did not appre ci ate
Jesus. They wanted a great war rior, a strong ath lete, a rich king,
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a clever ruler. They heard Jesus, a poor car pen ter’s son, talk ing
about flow ers and fish and ordi nary peo ple. Few were im pressed.

The “eyes” of our under stand ing must be opened to be able to
truly appre ci ate spir i tual things (Mat thew 13:16). Only then can
we see the lengths and breadths and heights and depths of the
love of God.

Only a few will have their eyes opened at the pres ent time (dur -
ing what is called the Gos pel age). In the king dom everyone will
know of the love, wis dom, and great riches of God and his dear
son. Then they will wor ship their Creator in spirit and in truth
(John 4:24).

The Queen of Sheba was impressed with Sol o mon’s glory!
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