
Lesson 45

The Temple

God’s tem ple is sacred, and you are that tem ple.—
1 Corin thi ans 3:17

King David greatly desired to build the tem ple, the house
.of the LORD, but God did not allow him to do so because

of the wars and blood shed that occurred dur ing his reign
(1 Chron i cles 22:8). King David rep re sented the church mem bers 
while they are here on earth.

King Sol o mon, who rep re sented the church mem bers after
they have been glo ri fied, did build the tem ple of God. His peace -
ful rule pic tured the reign of Christ in the Mil len nial age.

The taber na cle in the wil der ness rep re sented God’s tem po rary
home with the Isra el ites. Later the tem ple was built in its place
and this let the peo ple know God would always dwell with them.

What is the dif fer ence between a taber na cle and a tem ple? A
taber na cle is a tem po rary struc ture and a tem ple is a per ma nent
struc ture.

The taber na cle rep re sents the church dur ing the Gos pel age, for
this is their tem po rary home while they are being pre pared and
built up as a spir i tual tem ple.

The tem ple rep re sents the church in glory. Sol o mon’s  temple
took thou sands of work ers seven years to com plete. It was
erected with out the sound of a ham mer, ax, or any tool of iron
(1 Kings 6:7). In the same way each mem ber of the church is
being fit ted and pol ished for a place in the spir i tual tem ple even
though oth ers know noth ing about what is hap pen ing.

The tem ple was a beau ti ful place to pray and wor ship God
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away from the busy noises of the world. It was holy, set apart from 
the world for the wor ship of God. It was beau ti ful and glo ri ous,
and built to last for ever. But Sol o mon’s tem ple was destroyed in
606 B.C. when the Chaldeans con quered Judah. Much later, in
Jesus’ day, King Herod built another tem ple of great splen dor on
the same site. Even tu ally it was also destroyed.

The fol low ers of Christ Jesus are being shaped for a place in
God’s spir i tual tem ple. Just as David spent his life time fight ing
the ene mies of God’s peo ple, so the saints spend their lives fight -
ing sins in their lives. All of God’s faith ful saints will be “liv ing
stones” in his tem ple (1 Peter 2:4,5).

David was not per mit ted to build the tem ple
because he was a man of war.
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