
Lesson 24

The Destruction of Sodom

This was the sin of … Sodom. … She and her daugh ters
were arro gant, over fed and uncon cerned; they did not
help the poor and needy.—Ezekiel 16:49

The peo ple of Sodom lived in a rich val ley. They did not have
to work as hard as oth ers to have good crops and become

pros per ous. They had many lux u ries; they became idle and full
of pride and self ish ness and extremely wicked.

God saw that it would be better for the So d om ites in the res ur -
rec tion if he destroyed them before they became even more
wicked. There were only four peo ple in Sodom who were righ -
teous: Lot, his wife, and their two daugh ters. Two angels were
sent to warn Lot’s fam ily of the com ing disas ter. Lot then warned
oth ers to escape, but they merely laughed at him.

Appar ently an earth quake took place in the val ley caus ing
shift ing and press ing down of the earth onto the oil, sul fur, salt,
and gases under the earth’s sur face. A tre men dous explo sion
occurred which destroyed the entire city, as well as the city of
Gomor rah and other cit ies nearby.

Tons of fiery oil, sul fur, and gases were expelled into the atmo -
sphere. The two angels helped Lot, his wife, and daugh ters, to
flee the city. But Lot’s wife, evi dently not want ing to give up her
home and all her trea sures, lin gered and looked back. She was
caught in the “rain” of salt and was com pletely cov ered, mak ing a 
kind of pil lar. This is one of the strange sto ries from the Bible that
many have thought to be a myth, but research ers have proven it
to be a fact (Gen e sis 19:24-26).
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The destruc tion of the Sod om ites is an exam ple of what
 happens to sin ners (all of man kind) at death. Death—the absence 
of life—and not eter nal tor ment is the pen alty for sin (Romans
6:23).

The Bible teaches that the peo ple who lived in Sodom are not
hope lessly lost. Rather, in the Mil len nial age, they will have an
oppor tu nity to hear of God’s great plan of sal va tion for all. They
will have a chance to accept God’s laws and rejoice in his truth,
just as wil l  al l  those who have not had an oppor tu nity before -
hand to do so. These Sod om ites will actu ally be judged less
severely in the king dom than those who were able to see Jesus’
mir a cles and hear his words, yet re jected his mes sage (Mat thew
10:15).

Death and not eter nal tor ment is the pen alty for sin.
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