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“A SAVIOUR - CHRIST THE LORD”
(God’s Ungpeakable Gift)

Christmas is a spedal time for exchange of gifts for many
people, For the Lord's people, it is more importantly a re-
minder of the gredest gift of all, God's unspeakable gift of
His beloved Son to ke the Saviour of the world. So it is fit-
ting at this sason of the year, along with many around the
world, to turn our heats and thoughts once more to His
coming into our world as the Babe of Bethlehem.

How beautifully that careful researcher, Luke, has recorded
for us the events leading yp to and including that time. In
his gospel acoount, we read of Elizabeth and Zacharias,
“righteous before God”, to whom was to be born John, the
“prophet of the Highest” and the herald of our Saviour.
Here we lean of the wonderful announcement of the agel
to Mary, the one “highly favoured of the Lord”, and listen
to her exultant song o praise to God. “ And the angel said
unto her, Fear not, Mary, for thou hast found favour with
God, and behold thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and
bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. He shall
be great and shall be alled the Son of the Highest”, and
the Lord shall giveunto Him the throne of His father David.
(Luke 1:30-32) Mary' sresponse follows in v 46-55, begin-
ning with the lovely words “My soul doth magnify the Lord,
and my spirit doth rgjoice in God my Saviour” .

Foll owing the acoount of His birth, Luke invites us out into
the fidds and with the shepherds we hea again the won-
drous message, “ Fear not, for behald | bring you good tid-
ings of great joy, which shall beto all people; for unto you
is born this day in the dty of David, a Saviour, which is
Christ the Lord”. (Luke 2:10,11) What a message, an-
nounced to a few simple shepherds but of importance and
ultimate blessng to all mankind. Later, Luke takes us with
Mary and Joseph and the newborn child up to the temple
with their simple offering and we hea the gracious words of
the aged Simeon, “ Mine gyes have seen thy salvation, which
thou hast prepared before the face of all people; a light to
lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israd” .
(Luke 2:30-32) Here toowe med Anna, the prayerful, duti-
ful prophetessand hear her speak of Jesus and redemption
in Jerusalem.

In such circumstances, our dea Saviour came into aur
world. This, of course, was only the humble beginning and
we read o His early life that He “increased in wisdom and
stature, and in favour with God and man”, until at thirty

years of age, He began His minigtry, that ministry which
was to culminate in His death on the crossas the pue and
spotless Lamb o God, and His triumphant resurredion.
With the apostle Paul, we can seethe wonderful outworking
of the loving plan of God and wholeheatedly exclaim,
“Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift!”

In every sense, the gift of His dea Son is God's
“unspeakable’ gift and we find with the apostle Paul no lan-
guage to convey an adequate description or evaluation of
the worth of the gift and the richness of the blessngs and
benefits that have flowed to His people aready and are till
to flow out to them and all mankind. Nor can we compre-
hend fully the length and breadth and height and depth of
the love which prompted our Heavenly Father to give His
Son to be the Redeemer of the world. The word trandlated
“unspeakable” ocaurs nowhere dse in the New Testament
and one ommentator says that “the idea is that no words
can properly expressthe greanessof the gift thus bestowed
on man. It is higher than the mind can conceive, higher than
language can express'.

We @n come to undersand something o the cost to aur
Heavenly Father when we consider the incident recorded in
Genesis 22, where God instructed Abraham to take and sac-
rifice his on, Isaac, “the child o promise” and “the son
thou lovest”. Here, Abraham would be atype of God and
Isaac would picture Chrigt, for “ God so loved the world that
He gave His only begotten S that whasoeve believeth in
Him should not perish but have everlasting life”. The re-
markable faith of Abraham who was willing in obedienceto
God to give his own son as a sacrifice till however leaves
us unable to comprehend full y the great love of God for His
was a freegift, He was under no oHigation to provide a Re-
deamer, other than the mnstraint of His own so great love.

Let us then at this season, meditate once more upon “God’s
unspeakable gift” and in heatfdt gratitude and responsive-
ness review and renew our determination to follow ever
more dosdly in the foatsteps of His dear Son. Let us also
look forward and pray for the coming o that day when the
message to the shepherds 0 long ago will come fully into
effed and the “goad tidings of great joy” will reach and
blessall mankind.  Amen.

“Thanks be unto God for His
unspeakable gift!”
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SANCTIFICATION

In 1 Thess4:3 the Apostle Paul says. ‘For thisisthe will of
God, even your sanctification.” The word ‘sanctification’
here is trandated from the Greek word ‘hagiasmos and
according to Young's Concordance it means ‘separation,
putting aside’. In Strong's the word is defined as
‘purification, surety, holiness sanctification’. The rre-
sponding Hebrew word ‘gadesh’ reveals the identical
thought and harmonises with Strong's definition that the
very dominant idea of sanctification is sparation from the
secular and sinful world, setting ourselves apart for a sa-
cred pupose or for divine purposes. By our covenant of
consecration, we agreeto devote oursel ves to do the will of
God, and as the truth becomes more meaningful to us and
sinks into aur minds and hearts through the Holy Spirit, we
should be inclined to draw apart from this world and live
more devoted lives.

There arereally two parts to sanctification: the first is ours,
the second belongs to God. ‘ Sarctify yourselves and | will

sanctify you'. We aeto ke transformed by the renewing of
our minds that we might prove what is that good, and ac-
ceptable, and perfea will of God. (Rom.12:2). We know
from our Biblical studies that it was a great pleasure and
joy for our Master to do His Father’s will and so it should
be for each one of us. Separation from sin carries the idea
of purity and holiness The setting o ourselves apart is
done acarding to God's gecia purpose. The alling of the
church, alittle flock from this world, is accomplished with
the intention that if we are associated with Christ and share
in His aufferings, in His scrificial death, then we share in
His honour and His glory.

Thereis o much more to a Christian life than accepting
Jesus. Peter saysthisin 2 Pet.1:5-11: ‘And beside this, giv-
ing dl diligence, add to your faith virtue, and to virtue
knowledge; And to knowledge temperance and to temper-
ance patience and to paience godiness Andto godiness
brotherly kindress and to brotherly kindresscharity. For
if these things be in you, and aboud, they make you that ye
shall neither be barren na unfruitful in the knomedge of
our Lord Jesus Christ. But he that lacketh these things is
blind, and cannd see afar off, and hah forgatten that he
was purged from his old sins. Wherefore the rather, breth-
ren, give diligence to make your calling ard dection sure;
for if ye do these things, ye shall neve fall: For so anen-
trance shall be ministered unto you abundarly into the ev-
erlasting kingdam of our Lord and Ssiour Jesus Christ.’
We know that God has been preparing alittle flock to take
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part in that wonderful future work of rehabilit ating this hu-
man race, that it is the purpose of the actual sanctification
of the members of the body of Christ.

CONSECRATION
Thereisalittle difference between conseaation and sancti-
fication. Consecation is a predse act accomplished a a
very spedfic time. It is a person’s commitment to serve
God without reservations and it is a total submisson of our
will, our all, all that we possess, to do God's service. We
consecrated ourselves when we decided to serve God with-
out limits. ‘Behadld, | come to do thy will, O God'. Thereis
nothing more important than a complete conseaation to
God. By comparison, sanctification is not accomplished in
a single moment. It is a life-long process It begins at con-
secration and continues with a constant strugge against the
sin o this world, against the world, the flesh and the devil .
It is a very gradual work, transforming our characters into
the likeness of our Lord. It is a difficult task but how im-
portant it is for each one of us. It involves continual self-
denial, plus humility, patience perseverance, sufferings,
faith, and love. And it will not end until our Heavenly Fa-
ther says, That is enough, go higher now.

The Apostle Paul in 1 Cor.1:2 writes to the church that they
are sanctified in Christ and called to be saints. The Apostle
then shows that there ae progressve steps in Christ. 1
Cor.1:30reads. ‘But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who o
God is made unto us wisdom, andrighteousness and sanc-
tification, and redemption’ and it seems that the degreeto
which we are sanctified might indicate the degree of our
reward. If we are partiall y sanctified, we only have a partial
reward. If we ae fully sanctified, we are inclined to have a
full reward. The Scriptures abound with this thought. We
think of the more than overcomers who end up becoming
thelittle flock compared to the overcomers who will probe-
bly be in the great company. 2 John 8reads: ‘Look to your-
selves, that we lose not those things which we have
wrought, but that we receve a full reward.’

The Old Testament shows us how sanctification is accom-
plished in God's dealings back then with the Isradlites. The
eighth chapter of Leviticus $ows the separation of the
priests of Levi for the work of the priesthood under the pro-
visions of Moses given by God's diredion. In Lev.8: 9-13
we read: ‘And he put the mitre upan his head; also upm
the mitre, even upon Hhs forefront, did he put the golden
plate, the hay crown; as the Lord comnmanded Moses. And
Moses took the andnting dl, and andnted the tabernacle
and dl that was therein, and sanctified them. And he sprin-
kled thereof uponthe altar seven times, and ananted the
altar and all his ves®ls, both the laver and his foat, to
sanctify them. And he poued of the ananting dl upm
Aaron's head, and ananted him, to sanctify him." Here we
have a picture of God's royal priesthood figured in Aaron
as a separate dass separated because of a particular func-
tion that God set into motion to sanctify and separate that
priesthood.
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THE ANOINTING

Going to Lev.8:30 we read: ‘ And Moses took of the anant-
ing dl, and of the blood which was upon the altar, and
sprinkled it uponAaron, and upm his garments, and upan
his ©ns, and upon s ©ns garments with m, and sancti-
fied Aaron, and his garments, and his ns, and his sons
garments with him.” That anointing al typified the Holy
Spirit of adoption. Our Lord Jesus, the head of the anointed
body, receved the anointing at baptism. We, His foll owers,
by our consecration, are anointed for a priestly service a
priestly service of sacrifice, now at the present time. We
recall how our Lord left that ealy church with the instruc-
tion that they should tarry at Jerusalem for the anointing of
the Holy Spirit. We who have made a consecration have
appropriated the merit of Jesus blood, His ransom sacri-
fice, and we have received forgiveness for our sins. We
have also receved the Holy Spirit. Thisis part of the sanc-
tification process for us. As Aaron and his ons way back
there were separated from the dildren of Israel for service
in the Tabernacle, so we are separated from the world for
God's @rvice.

Other Old Testament writings $ow how sanctification is
accomplished in God's dealings with the Isradites. In
Lev.20:7 we read: ‘ Sarctify yourselves therefore, and ke ye
haly: for | am the Lord your God'. Those Isradlites had to
sanctify themselves and be holy. However, in verse 8 it
says. ‘Andye shall kegp my statutes, and dothem: | am the
Lord which sanctify you'. From this verse we see that it
was God who sanctified his typical people. We also find
this thought in Ex.31:13 where God dedares, talking to the
Jews through Moses: ‘ Speak thou dso urto the dildren o
Israel, saying, Verily my sabbahs ye shall keep: for it isa
sign between me and you throughou your generations; that
ye may know that | am the Lord that doth sanctify you.’
These verses indicate that there are two parts to the sancti-
fication process - the one performed by the people of God,
and the other performed by God Himsdf. The Isradlites
were to separate themselves from other nationsto do God's
commandments and to live a haly life. God sanctified them
by first telling them to separate themselves from those
other nations and then by keeping them well apart as His
peauliar people. For this purpose God gave them, and them
only, His laws and His commandments. In this way they
were the only people on earth who had the privilege to
know the only true and living God and to worship, praise
and serve Him.

We see today a similar processin the work of sanctification
as it applies during this Gospd Age. We ae also invited to
separate from the world that we may constitute the true
people of God, the little flock, the body of Christ, and be-
come new creatures with a heavenly destiny. Theinvitation
given to usis well expressed in Rom.12:1 where it says: ‘I
beseedh you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God,
that ye present your bodes a living sacrifice, haoly, accept-
able unto God, which is your reasonale service.” Also in
Prov.23:26 we have those wonderful words of invitation:
My son, give me thine heart, andlet thine eys observe my
ways."” We who have answered the @l and who have con-
secrated ourselves to the Lord must be separate from the
world and must continue to stay in God' s way.

THE WILL OF GOD

Our opening text is important on this sibjed. ‘For thisis
the will of God, even your sanctification' (1 Thess4:3).
Here the Apostle writes concerning the will of God and our
work. Paul has in mind the dassto whom he addressed his
letter, that they were justified in Christ. They had accepted
God' s high calling and come into the Beloved. He was not
ignoring the principle of justification, but now he says,
Brethren, having made thisinitial step, let metell you what
the will of God is concerning you. The objective of your
life now is to ke fully sanctified. When we consider this
thought, we realise that it is a great work in ourselves, sub-
duing, conquering, and ruling self, and it requires heart loy-
alty all throughour course of consecration. The acceptance
of us by the Father isreally only the beginning of the sanc-
tification work. It is His will that we should continue to
work, should continue to progressthroughout the full com-
pletion of the development of our character until we fully
develop. And this work should affect our minds, our eyes,
our ears, our tongues — all that we have - that they be fully
used of the Lord. It iswalking after the Spirit that leads to
everlasting life with our great Redeamer.

The apostle goes on in 1Thess4 to autline some of the
things they should not do in relationship to their natural
lives that would be contrary to the work of sanctification.
He continues in verses 3,4:; ‘Abstain from fornication (or
‘immorality’ as other trandations suggest) that each shoud
learn to master his own body, that no-one is to wrong a
defraud Hs brother.” Being separated by the anointing oil
and the blood that we have recéved, we become separated
from the world, and Paul goes on in verse 7 to say: ‘For
God hah na called us unto uncleanness but unto holi-
ness’ ‘ Beye hdly, for | amhaly’ (1 Pet.1:16) Paul goes on
in verse 8 to say (and thisis how other trandations put it):
‘Therefore he that disregards this warning, disregards not
man, but God, who hah aso gven unto us his haly spirit.’
In Eze.38:23 we find a statement that relates to holiness
and sanctification together: ‘I will magnfy myself, and
sanctify myself; and | will be known in the eys of many
nations, andthey shall know that | amthe Lord.” Here God
characterises Himsdf as being fully sanctified, fully set
apart, and is to be made known to those to whom He would
reveal Himself.

OBEDIENCE
Now we might consider a Scripture that is very important
for our development. Thisisin 1 Peter 1:2: ‘Elect accord-
ing to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanc-
tification of the Sgrit, unto obedience and sprinkling d the
blood d Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and geace, be multi-
plied.” Here our attention is drawn to the ded, the Beloved
class that are sanctified by the Holy Spirit. The indwdlling
of God's sirit in our hearts is one essentia function in this
process of sanctification, but to have this indwdling of the
Holy Spirit requires obedience We reall that it was a lack
of obedience that caused Adam and his posterity to forfeit
life. Adam forfeited his life through disobedience Here the
Apostle shows us that through the process of sanctification
we may come into relationship whereby we may be obedi-
ent to the Lord God and that it is conditional upon three
things — full consecration of the bdiever, implicit obedi-
ence to the divine teaching, and full reliance on the pre-
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cious blood of Christ. The blood of the sprinkling would
refer to the merit of Christ which we must recave by faith
in order to cover our blemishes, our condemnation from
Adam.

We might picture ourselves as actors on a stage, a stage of
life, since mnsecration. We have a very vast audience Our
light is viewed by the brethren, by friends, reatives,
neighbours — they all seethe light that we display to them.
In our relationship to the Lord, do they see us as having
separated ourselves from the world? Do they see us in the
actions of our life? Thisis quite a sobering thought, to con-
sider how our life looks to ahers, and even more o is the
thought that our audienceis not confined or limited to this
earth. We have heavenly beings as our audience Those an-
gels might be viewing our lives on this gage of life and do-
serving what kind o sanctification is taking place in us.
Above them, we have the Heavenly Father Himself and aur
dear Lord. These thoughts are suggested hy the last part of
1 Cor.4:9: ‘For we are made a spectacle unto the world,
andto angs, and to men.’

We especially appredate the wonderful words of our Mas-
ter when He prayed to His Heavenly Father on behalf of
His followers as recorded in that beautiful love dapter,
John 17:13-19: ‘And nov | come to thee and these things |
speak in the world, that they might have my joy fulfilled in
themselves. | have given them thy word; andthe world hah
hated them, because they are nat of the world. | pray not
that thoushoudest take them out of the world, but that thou
shoudest keep them from the evil. They are nat of the
world, even as | am not of the world. Sarctify them through
thy truth: thy word istruth.” As we view these versesit be-
comes clear that a good knowledge of truth is vita in the
process of sanctification. We espedally note the words of
verse 17. ‘Sarctify them through thy truth: thy word is
truth.” Other trandations sy ‘ conseaate themin the truth’,
‘make them holy by the truth’, ‘thy message is true’. The
only way to possess the full harmony and union of the spirit
is by possessng a knowledge of truth. It is the channd of
sanctification. Careful study of God's word is necessary
together with an honesty of heat that delightsto know and
to do God's will . God gves us His word, His counsd, His
admonition, and as these enter into the heart and impress
themsalves upon us, we are energized to work out in our-
sdlves the peaceable fruits of righteousness and holiness
The spirit appliesto aur very reason and theword of God is
used asits agent.

THY WORD ISTRUTH
We have been call ed to be separate, and call ed to be sancti-
fied. What separates us from the world and its many relig-
ions is doctring, is the truth. The spirit coming from God
enables us to understand the things that God has given to
us. The Word o God lets us know the plan of God regard-
ing mankind and the durch. It reveals the very mind of
God and we understand the character of God, His great at-
tributes of wisdom, justice, love and power. It explains the
meaning of Jesus death on the Crossat Golgatha. It reveals
special promises reserved for those who walk in the foot-
steps of Jesus and that wonderful future that isin store for
al mankind. It contains al the exhortation, counsd, en-
couragement and vital knowledge that we need in order to

be faithful to God. We are amazed at how it enlightens us
acrossa vast span of time with prophecy of the past, pre-
sent and future of mankind.

In the troubled times of our present age, the understanding
of present truth kegps us in a @ndition of peace of mind
and trust while those al around us in the world become
more afraid o the future. It stimulates our faith, our praise
and worship of God and it encourages us to be more holy in
our individual walks of consecration. We think of the great
concern that our dea Lord had for the devel opment of the
church. In Revelation the Apostle John speaks of the seven
stars held in the right hand o the one likened to the Son of
man, held in that right hand to suggest the importance of
those messages by the seven stars — light bearers of the
messengers of the Son of man for the purpose of reforming
of the work of sanctification. We @n be thankful that we
have been living during the time, | believe, of our Lord's
return that has brought to us what we may call ‘meat in due
season’. It has had a powerful, sanctifying influence on the
church at this end of the age. We @ntrast our present time
with those of the dhurch that lived during those dark ages.
We now have much light of truth to enable us to be sancti-
fied and also to be able to asgst othersin this world.

In 2 Thess2:13 Paul writes: ‘But we are boundto gve
tharks always to God for you, brethren beloved o the
Lord, because God hah from the beginning chosen you to
salvation through sanctification of the Sgrit and kelief of
the truth.” We note two points here: sanctification of the
Spirit, and bdief of the truth. The divine spirit is the sancti-
fier and the truth is the instrument. If we are in love with
the truth, then the processof sanctification isworking in us.
Satan seeks to sidetrack the truth, he tries to generate n-
fusion. About 100 years after Paul wrote those words to the
Thessalonians, we find from the account concerning the
church in Ephesus in Rev.2:4, which says. * thou has lost
thy first love, the beauty of the truth which motivated those
brethren at that time and the strength of the Apostle Paul
were lost. We believe that it is over a hundred years snce
the return of our Lord and we have to guard against the
same condition prevailing with us. We must see to it that
the harvest message, the truth, is not set aside becauseit is
the power of the truth, the divine plan, that satisfies the new
creature.

LOVE OF THE TRUTH
We like those words found in John 4:23,24: ‘But the hour
cometh, and now is, when the true worshipers sall wor-
ship the Father in spirit andin truth; for the Father seeketh
such to worship hm. God is a Sgrit: andthey that worship
him nmust worship him in spirit and in truth.” This means
great reverence for the holy things, which is pleasing to
God. It means alife in which, through the begetting o the
spirit and the knowledge of the divine plan, the individual
becomes so at one that it is the eseence of his or her lifeto
do the Father’ s will . Such delight to serve Him at the cost
of their eathly interests. Those to whom God wishes to
grant eternal life ae those who will gladly obey His laws
and, through a knowledge of thetruth, it is esential that we
worship Him in spirit and in truth. We must guard the truth
and defend it because it is a sustaining spiritual food that
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we vitally need to progressalong this narrow way.

A statement made by Br. Russll isrecorded in referenceto
John 4. He states:* Worship in spirit and truth does not ap-
ply smply to prayer and praise, supgication and tharks-
giving. It goes deeper than all these and takes hold upm
the affections of the heart and signifies not an act of wor-
ship bu rather a life of worship, a life in which, through
the begetting of the spirit and aknowledge of the divine
plan, the individual becmes so a one with God, so in uni-
son with the law of God and &l the features of the plan of
Godthat it is, in the words of our Lord, his meat and dink
to do the Father’'s will. This is worship in spirit and in
truth.’

When the Heavenly Father gave His simmation of His
son’s life after three ad a half years of His ministry, His
sacrifice and His ascension, He seems to describe the most
valuable objedive His Son had reached with these words
that are recorded in Psa45 and repeated by Paul in
Heb.1:9: ‘Thou hat loved righteousnessand hated iniquity,
therefore God, even thy God, hath ancinted thee with the
oil of gladness above thy fellows.” It was the love of the
truth, the love of righteousness its principles, that moti-
vated our Lord'slife. It was also an abhorrence of error and
evil, and unless our objectives are direced likewise, we
smply will not be fully sanctified. By the Holy Spirit
which works through the truth we have been begotten to a
new nature, a spirit nature. We have becme new creatures
in Christ.

The Apostle Paul explainsin 2 Cor.5:17:'If any man ke in
Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away;
behadd dl things are become new.” As new creatures, we
arein Chrigt, and to be in Christ means to be a part of the
body, the dhurch, the little flock. We no longer have a head
of our own, no longer have awill of our own, but we hold
our Lord as head. We seek to do the will of God as iown
by Christ’s behaviour, by His words and His deals. So as
God' s will exhorts us let us look to Jesus, ‘the author and
finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was st before him
endured the aoss despising the shame, andis st down at
the right handof the throne of God. For consider him who
endured such contradiction of sinners aganst himself, lest
yebewearied andfaint in your minds.’ (Heb.12:2,3).

As we try to follow His example in our lives, we will
gradually grow towards His likeness It is appropriate that
we do so for God predestinated us to be conformed to the
image of His son. We will grow and develop and increase
the measure of our spirit, a spirit we have received, until we
are fill ed with the Spirit as was our Lord, the Apostles and
the disciples. Like Stephen, of whom it is sid ‘He was a
man full of faith and d the Holy Spirit’ (Acts 6:5). We will
be gradually spiritually strengthened by divine power
working and growing in us. This Spirit will help usface the
various difficulties and trials along this narrow way. It will
help us to overcome, to quench, the spirit of thisworld and
the Adversary. The Holy Spirit is a comforting factor in all
of our trials and difficulties. Inded, it is caled the Com-
forter by our Lord who dedared before He left His disci-
ples, in John 14:16: ‘And | will pray the Father and He

shal give you anaher comforter that he may abide with
you forever.” The growing of the Holy Spirit in us will be
accomplished by the development of the fruits and the
grace of the Spirit. Paul in Gal.5:22-24 said: ‘But the fruit
of the Sprit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness
goodress faith, Meekness temperance against such there
is no law. And they that are Christ’s have crucified the
flesh with the affections andlusts.’

SUMM ARY

In summary, the Spirit of God enables us to understand the
things God has given us. It leads us in the truth, in the
whale truth. It is truth that sanctifies us. Once again, we
think of that wonderful Scripture: ‘Sanctify them through
thy truth; thy word is truth’ (John 17:17). The truth con-
tained in the Bible enables us to know the plan of God for
mankind in general and the church in particular. It enables
us to understand the mind and character of God, His great
wisdom, justice, love and power. It explains the meaning of
Jesus death on the cross It has revealed to us the special
promises reserved only for those that walk in the footsteps
of Jesus and the wonderful future that is in store for al
mankind. It also contains all the exhortations, counsds, en-
couragement and knowledge that each one of us needs in
order to be faithful to God. It isremarkable how the Bible
enlightens us through the prophedes of the past, present
and future. It gives us so many wonderful |essons and ex-
periences in order to motivate us in this present fast-
moving society. It is the understanding of God's plan that
gives us peae in a very troubled world while all those
around us become more afraid of the future. It stimulates
our faith, our praise, our worship of God, and it encourages
each one of usto purify oursdves. Through all this work, it
sanctifies us and keeps us apart from the world, and it urges
us on to greater holiness

(EL)

——————————e—

HAVING DONE ALL

Having doreall O then let us gand

"Quit you like men and be strong."

The prayer of your faith shall be mighty to save
When the watching and waiting seams long.

Our Madter is here, O let usreoice

When we see all the tumult and strife.

He walks on the waves anti will quiet the storm,
Bringing peace to those weary of life.

Wecan' t befainhearted with victory so near.
God hes called us to herald the day.
Together e’ s gandin thefaiththat' s of old,
Trusting Him to the end o the way

" ———————_|
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WATER OF LIFE

“And he shoned me a pure river of water of life, clear as
crystal proceeding out of the throne of God and the
Lamb” (Rev.22:1)

Have you ever
walked through
the bush coun-
try and come
across a strean
of water run-
ning over a
rocky bed and
4 in looking down
on the deg wa-
el ter you can see
B the battom  of
e the stream. The
water is clea as crystal. If you are thirsty a drink of this
cool clear water is indead refreshing. Such is the beautiful
picture of the water of life.

Theterm ‘living waters' is used in the Scriptures as descrip-
tive of the word of God. Thisis a very apt description be-
cause everywhere we @n seethat the value of pure water is
appredated. Whilelife is capable of being sustained without
food for weeks, this is not possble without water. A few
days at the most without water and deah will result. Water,
living water, pure water is then a wonderful symbol. Thirst
is another symbd indicating a desire, alonging, a craving.
Physical thirst is said to be much more painful than physical
hunger. Hunger gradualy loses its powers in weakness
Thirst continues and intensifies.

Water is that which quenches or satisfies the demand of na-
ture ad so there is oul-thirst and a water of life which
alone can guench it. Every ambition and desireis athirst. A
man's greaness his individuality, is measured by the
amount of desire he may have, but it must be direced in the
right way. The lesson to us as Christians then is not that we
should be without desire but those desires (or ambitions)
should be transformed from eathly carnal desires to right-
eous heavenly desires. Thus the followers of the Lord areto
hunger and thirst after righteousnessand are to be fill ed or
satisfied not by losing their desires but by realising them.
This can come only by partaking o the Word o God which
these living waters symboli se.

By ‘the word of God’ we do not understand the paper and
ink with which the Bible is printed, but the thoughts and
purposes of God conveyed to cur minds by these means.
Take for ingancethe posshility that we had no Bible of our
own. At our Lord's first advent there were many who could
not read hut head the gospel preached by word of mouth
only; it was nonetheless the power of God unto savation to
believers. It was just as much the water of life to thirsty
souls as the word o God later on in this gospd age when it
came to ke expressed in printed form. God's word still has

the power to satisfy our longings as nothing else can do. His
thoughts will not perish nor his purposes fail, as we read in
Isaigh 5511 “So shall my word be that goeth forth out of
my mouth; it shall not return unto me void but it shall ac-
complish that which | please and it shall prosper in the
thing whereto | sent it.”

When we speak of the Word of God and say that the term
‘living water’ aptly describes it, we have in mind the won-
derful message of the gospel of God wherein isrevealed His
plans and purposes for our salvation. This message is based
on the redemption work accomplished by Jesus, our Sav-
iour. When this plan of God is understood and receved into
the heat of the Chrigtian, the Holy Spirit of God reveals to
us the character of God, and it is then that our desire to
serve God and to lay hold an the promise of eternal life en-
ergises us. The expresson ‘living waters or words of simi-
lar meaning acaur in several places in the Scriptures. Let us
read some of them.

LIVING WATER

The first oneisfound in John 410-14. Here Jesus is speak-
ing to the woman of Samaria: “Jesus sid to her, If thou
knewest the gift of God and who it is that saith to thee Give
me to drink, thou wouldest have asked of him and he would
have given thee living water. The woman saith urto him,
Sr, thou hast nothing to draw with and the well is deep,
from whence then hast thou that living water. Art thou
greater than ou father Jacob which gave us this well, and
drank thereof himself and his children and his cattle? Jesus
answered ard said unto her, Whosoever drinketh of the wa-
ter that | shall give him shall be in hm a well of water
springing up into everlagting life.”

How wonderful this statement must have appeaed to the
woman; and how wonderful it appeas to us, even more af-
ter we have leaned its real depth and meaiing. We ae
continually leaning more and more from this water of life,
appredating it more and more each day we live, and finding
still greder refreshment in it as we continue to partake of it.
The whole world is eking peace and happiness The few
who have truly found Jesus and have made a full conseaa-
tion of their heats to him have receved this water of life.
These have found the happinesswhich the world is seking
in other diredions in vain. They have found satisfaction in
their heats which is able to dffset trials, sorrows, difficul-
ties and disappointments, and to rejoice in the realisation
that their experiences are working to their eternal advan-
tage, proving and preparing them for still greater riches by
and by.

The Apostle Paul saysin 1 Timothy 4:8: “T hat godliness is
profitable unto all things having promise of this life and d
that which isto come.” In John 17:3 Jesus sid: “Thisis
life eternal that they may know theethe only true God ard
Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent”. What is meant here is
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that eternal life will be given to those who, having heard the
gracious message brought to them concerning God's char-
acter and purposes, embrace its teachings and dedde to fol-
low the life of Jesus. We remember what Jesus sid in John
6:68-69 when he asked the twelve disciples if they would
leave him and cease to follow him any more, Peter replied:
“T o whom shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life
and we beliewe and ae sure that thou art that Christ, the
Son d the living God.” The ‘words of eternd life and the
‘living water’ have the same meaning.

Let usrea Philippians 2:14-16 “Do all things withou mur-
murings and dsputings, That ye may be blameless and
harmless the sons of God, withou rebuke, in the midst of a
crooked and perverse nation anong whom ye shine aslights
in the world hdding forth the word o life” The indication
isagain that the Word o God, the “word of life" is‘living
water’ and In Peter 1:23-25 the Apostle speaks of the
Lord's people as being begotten again, not of corruptible
sead but of incorruptible by the ‘“Word o God' which liveth
and abideth forever. Then he goes on to say: “ For all flesh
isas grassand all the glory of man as the flower of grass
The grass withereth and the flower thereof passth away,
but the Word of the Lord endureth forever. Thisis the Word
which by the gaspel was preached unto you.”

Again in Hebrews 4:12 we read that: “The word o God is
quick and powerful and sharper than any two-edged sword,
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and
of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts
and intents of the heart.” The Diaglott trandates the first
line as ‘The word of God is living ard energetic’. This is
because dernal life @annot come to any without the Word of
God. In this passage also we aetold that ‘the Word of God
isa dscerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart’. This
is a remarkable statement yet many have redised and felt
the seaching power of the Word of God in their lives..

We go to books to find what is in the mind o the aithor.
We go to the Word of God to find what isin the mind o its
Author and what is God's will for us. To anyone who reads
it with only a little spiritual understanding, there comes the
redisation that this book is God’'s Word and its author un-
derstands and knows all about us..It is like a mirror which
refleds us exactly aswe are. It deteds our matives, discerns
our neals and having truthfully revealed to us our real
sdlves, it counsdls, reproves, exhorts, guides and refreshes.

Like water to the parched lips, the Word of God is aways
refreshing to His people. It is not the purpose of the Word
of God to expose and dscourage by revealing to us our im-
perfedions but its purpose is to refresh and encourage us to
overcome them. No matter how many times we turn to the
water of life, it is always the same. It does not lose its re-
freshing taste. How often we @n turn to passages sich as
Psalm 23 and get refreshment: “ He lealeth me beside the
still waters”. Psalm 119:105: “T hy word is a lamp unto my
feet and alight unto my path”. And so we @an always turn
to appropriate scriptures to suit the occasion of our neels.

PURE WATER

There is one thing we always have to be on guard against
and that is water that is not pure. Instead of being clea as

crystal as one can seein mountain streans, water can be
polluted with all sorts of foreign matter and so instead o
being life giving it can be very detrimental to hedth. There
is the danger of becoming sedarian. Nealy every church
has creaed or accepted some false doctrine which has pol-
luted the word of God. The Apostle Paul in 2 Thess2:8 said
in his day that the mystery of iniquity doth aready work:
“For this cause God shall send them strong delusions that
they shoud believe alie” and in verse 15 says. “T herefore
brethren stand fast in and hold the traditions which you
have been taught whether by word or our epistle.”

The Word of God then isindeed ‘living water’ to the Chris-
tian just as much today as it ever was. Remember again our
Lord's words to the woman at the wel: “ But whosoeve
drinketh of the water that | shall give him shall never thirst
but the water that | shall give him shall be in hma well of
water springing up into eternal life”. Sowe an drinkin al
the beautiful truths that have been given to us in these last
days. We understand God's purpose for his people during
this gospel age as never before, and through His Word we
can continualy be refreshed. Whatever our neels be, we
can go to the Word o God, the source of our new life, and
receve our requirements. The Apostle Paul saysin 2 Timo-
thy 3:16-17- “ All scripture is given by inspiration of God,
andis profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for instructionin
righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect, thor-
ougHy furnished urto all goad works.”

In the great Millennial Age theliving water will flow to all
mankind; al will have the opportunity to dink of it. All
may not accept the pure water but all will have accessto it,
as we rea in our opening text. Listen also to Isaiah 551.
“Ho every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters”.
Rev.22:17 is another prophecy of the Millennia Age: “ And
the Sgrit and the Bride say, Come, and let him that is
athirst come, and whosoeve will, let him take the water of
life freely”. So whether it isnow or in the age to come, sal-
vation can only come through partaking of the living water
of whom Jehovah himsdlf isthe fountain. (JH)

——————————e—

ALITTLE WORD

If any little word of ours

Can make one life the brighter,

If any little song of ours

Can make one heart the lighter;
God help us e&k that little word,
And take our bit of singing,

And dropit in some lonely vale
To set the ehoesringing

" ———————_|
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The Restoration of the Fallen Heavenly Host

When we talk about restitution we usually talk about God's
plan of restoration for the eathly creation. It is not often
that we talk about God's wider plan to unite axd kring into
harmony not only his eathly creation but also his heavenly
creation. God's plan of restoration asrevealed in scriptureis
primarily concerned with the earthly creation. There ae,
however, scriptural references to a restorative process for
certain spiritual beings. Some of these scripturd references
are fairly oblique and this probably reflects God's aim in
giving s an understanding o the restorative process as it
relates to the eathly creation in the first instance

This presentation is primarily concerned with this heavenly
restorative process and there is a reasonably large body of
scripture that relates to the fallen heavenly host and an op-
portunity for their restoration to divine favour in the future.
There are anumber of aims of this presentation. The first is
to look at and explore these scriptures and thereby gain
some understanding concerning the role the “called out” of
God will play in regard to this opportunity. Another aim of
this presentation isto look at and explore the posshilit y that
the “restitution of all things’ indudes the restoration of the
willing previoudy disobedient heavenly host. Another aim
isto gain a greater understanding and appredation of God's
wider plan, viz as it relates to ather sentient beings apart
from mankind.

It isasubject that can be prone to speaulation. This will be

avoided as far as posshle but where it is clea that speaula-

tion is ocaurring, the thoughts presented are put forward

merely for consideration rather than as scriptural truth. The

question can be asked, “why addressthis seamingly obscure

and posshly unimportant subject?’ The reasons for doing

so are:

1. Scripture refers to this subjed and therefore we were
meant to have some understanding o it

2. Having some understanding of this part of God's plan,
to some etent gives a greder understanding and appre-
ciation of God character

3. We come to have a greder understanding of human-
ity’s position in God' s greder plan

4, Wegain agreater understanding o therole of the body
of Christ in the ages to come. Thisis particularly rele-
vant to us snce we are all aspiring to ke members of
the bady of Christ.

The Heavenly Host

We know and it is clea that our eath is only a part of the
universe of God. When we survey the heavens we are in
awe of thetotal credion of God. And in fact it is this heav-
enly creation which is an evidence of the istence and
glory of our creator. We ae told in the psdms . “The
heavens dedare the glory of God; and the firmament
showeth his handywork.” (Psa 19:1) And also in Isaiah
40:26 “Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who hath cre-
ated these things, that bringeth out their host by number: he
calleth them dl by names by the greatnessof his might, for
that heis grong in power; not one fail eth.”

We also know that the universe is not empty and that God
has many dwelling places or places of abode in this uni-
verse. John 14:1,2 “ Let not your heat be troubled: ye be-
lieve in God, bdieve also in me. In my Father’s house are

many mansions. if it were not so, | would have told yau. |
go to prepare aplacefor you” One must ask for whom or for
what are these dwelling pdaces. These dwelling daces, we
are told, were already in exstence prior to Jesus leaving
the earthly realm, since Jsus promised that he would pre-
pare a place for his faithful foll owers; which was gill future
at the time that Jesus promised this. So it canrot be just the
church for which they were aeated.

We know that God is surrounded by the heavenly host. In 1
Kings 22:19 we read: “And he said, Hear thou therefore the
word of the LORD: | saw the LORD sitting an his throne,
and all the host of heaven standing by him on his right hand
and on his left.” Since God dwells in the heavens these
heavenly host must also be spiritual creatures. These make
up the heavenly host. Usually when we think of the heav-
enly host, we recll the multitude of the heavenly host prais-
ing God at the time of the birth of Jesus. (Luke 2:11-14) So
in this presentation, the heavenly host is taken to mean the
multitude of heavenly or spiritual beings.

The Natur e of the Heavenly Host

We nedl to have some understanding o the nature of this
heavenly host. Firstly what do we mean by nature?! will be
using neture acoording to the meaning o phusis SG5449
meaning a genus or sort. The following verses illustrate the
point.;- 2 Peter 1.4 “Whereby are given unto us excealing
gred and predous promises: that by these ye might be par-
takers of the divine nature (phusis) having escaped the r-
ruption that is in the world through lust. “James 3.7 NIV
“All kinds (phusis) of animals, birds, reptiles and creatures
of the sea are being tamed and have been tamed by man.”

This ®nse of nature, as phusis conveys does not refer to
character but to the inherent sort or genus. Hence 2 Peter
1:4 does not refer to a divine character in the sense of the
mind or character of God but to the actual spiritual genus or
plane of existence Thisisintimately related to the type of
body corresponding to that nature. For example man, beast,
fish and birdsare all flesh but have different natures. We ae
al familiar with these erthly natures; they are of the eath,
congtituted of the same dements as the eath. They are ma-
terial and tangible.

Spiritual beings can be divided into two groups. "The angd
of the Lord," "the agels of heaven" or "the angds of God"
are phrases that distinguish the holy angds from the fallen
angels, otherwise known as demons. Presumably, originally
all of these spirit beings were in harmony with God. Those
in harmony with the creator are frequently referred to as
angels snce they usually have apurpose or misson. The
Greek word (aggelos = angelos) from which angdl istrans-
lated Simply means a messenger or envoy, suggesting a pur-
pose or misson. The following verses bear this out — “The
angel of the Lord encampeth round them that fear him and
delivereth them.” (Psa 34:7) “Are they not al ministering
spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of
salvation?’ (Heb 1:14)

The scriptures also refer to different types of angels such as
the seraphim and cherubim, which posshly have different
functions. The scriptures talk further about at least two
planes of spiritual beings, firstly the heavenly host which
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are generaly referred to as angds,; these may be divided
into those that are and are not in harmony with the creator at
present, and secondly those possessing the divine nature
which God and now Jesus have and which is promised to
thelsrad of God. (2 Peter 1:4)

The heavenly host or angels have spiritual bodies allowing
them (if not constrained) to materialise, eat, and walk
through materia ohjeds and so an. They are aso able to
inhabit and possess a human being as well as an animal.
Their primary role and position imply a service role to the
creator, which of course requires drict obedience to the
creator.

The Fall and Punishment of the Heavenly Host

Jude 6 makes clea that there ae angdic beings out of har-
mony with the creator which are being kept in a subdued
state until a time of judgement. These ae the agelic be-
ings, which kept not their former estate. “ And the angds
which kept not their first estate, but left their own habita-
tion, he hath reserved in everlasting (age lasting) chains un-
der darknessunto the judgment of the grea day.”

Jude tell s us that these angdl's (whose implicit function was
to serve God) left their designated habitation. Because of
this they have been constrained and await judgment on the
gred day. From the temporal standpoint that Jude wrote this
passage, the gred day was gill future. Peter tellsus. “ For if
God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down
to hell (tartaroo), and delivered them into chains of dark-
ness to he reserved unto judgment; And spared not the old
world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of
righteousness bringing in the flood upon the world of the
ungodly.” (2 Peter 2:4,5)

Peter uses the Greek tartaroo to describe this imprisoned
state, a word used in Gree&k mythology as the name for a
dark abyssor prison.” By which also he went and preached
unto the spirits in prison; Which sometime were disobedi-
ent, when once the longsuffering of God waited in the days
of Noah, while the ak was a preparing, wherein few, that is,
eight souls were saved by water.

Peter tdls us explicitly that in leaving their habitation they
disobeyed God and therefore ae imprisoned (in a con-
strained state). In this way they are reserved urto the judg-
ment of the great day (as dude putsit) Genesisfill sin the
detail s of what happened, viz. that these angdlic beings ma-
terialized and commingled with the daughters of men lead-
ing to a hybrid racethat filled the eath with violence It was
on this acoount that the world that existed prior to the flood
was destroyed.

Judgment of the Fallen Heavenly Host

We note that in these days of Noah the eath was fill ed with
violence as a result of the disobedient actions of these
wicked angelic being. Interestingly, Jesus tdlls us that a sign
of his presence will be a time similar to the days of Noah.
“But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming o
the Son of man be, for asin the days before the flood they
were ating and driinking, marrying and giving in marriage,
until the day that Noe entered into the ark.” (Matt 24:37,38)
Paul dso tdls us that the last days will be similar in terms
of violence amongst other characteristics. “This know also,
that in the last days perilous times shall come. For men shall
be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud,
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,
Without natural affedion, trucebreakers, fase accusers, in-

continent, fierce despisers of those that are good.” ( 2 Tim
3:1-3)

We understand that we ae now living in these last days,
these days of violence These days, asthe days of Noah wil |
be ended by God dsplaying his displeasure and wrath.
Zephaniah calls this “the great day of the Lord's wrath.
(Zeph 1:14-18) This“great day” marksthetimethat thisage
will end. Like the world or eathly order prior to the flood
was destroyed, so will the present order prior to the estab-
lishment of God's kingdom, but this time by symbolic fire.
“Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with
water, perished: But the heavens and the earth, which are
now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto
fire againg the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly
men.” (2 Peter 3:6,7)

Turning again to Jude' swords - “And the aagels which kept
not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath
reserved in everlaging chains under darkness unto the
judgment of the great day.” Could this be the same time?
Jude suggests that their jJudgment would be associated with
the removal of these chains of constraint, otherwise he
would not have told us that the chains are age lagting. The
violence in the world and the rise of spiritism suggests that
this may already be occurring.

Sincethe Church isto take part in the judgment, it would of
course require the completion of the church and their resur-
redion. This gathering together of the saints is another im-
portant during the presence of our Lord. "For this we say
unto yau by the word of the Lord, that we, which are dive
and remain unto the cming o the Lord shal not prevent
them which are adeen. For the Lord himsdf shall descend
from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the achangd,
and with the trump o God: and the dead in Christ shall rise
first: Then we which are dive and remain shall be caught up
together with them in the douds, to med the Lord in the air:
and so shall we ever bewith the Lord. (1 Thes 4:15-17.

Weread in Rev 20:2,3 - “And he laid hold an the dragon,
that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and baind
him athousand years, And cast him into the battomless pit,
and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should de-
cave the nations no more, till the thousand years should be
fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little season
From this perspedive, the judgment of the angelic host may
occur during this last destructive phase of the Gospel age.
Certainly, any evil influence will not be allowed during the
millenia judgment day of the world. Satan will be bound
for a thousand years so that the nations are decaéved no
more. Since this major evil influence will be stopped it
seans reasonable to asaime that no aher adverse externa
influence will be dlowed including that of the once disobe-
dient heavenly host

It has been suggested that the judging o the angdls will oc-
cur during the so-called grea judgment day of the world. If
this did ocaur it would have to accur after the time of re-
straint of Satan; possbly during the little season when Satan
is alowed to test those upon the eath culminating in his
destruction when thrown into the lake of fire. Another pos-
sible time for the pre-judgng o trial of these agels is the
present Gospel age. Or in other words that the agels are
being judged by the experiences of Jesus and the Church.
Thereis ome scriptural evidenceto support this. We know
that Jesus preached to the imprisoned spirits. “For Christ
also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that
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he might bring wsto God, being put to death in the flesh, but
quickened by the Spirit: By which aso he went and
preached unto the spiritsin prison (1 Peter 3:18,19)

One might ask how did Jesus preach to these spirits? It
seams very unlikely that Jesus literally went and spoke to
these spirits in their imprisoned state. It seems more logical
to sugeest that by his example of obedience even unto
death a better way was own unto these once disobedient
spirits. Paul puts this proper course in sharp focus for usin
Phili ppians 2:7-9 when speaking of Jesus The lesson would
not be lost on these spirits snce this example of Jesus
would be seen as a sharp contrast to their disobedient ac-
tions. We know aso that the gostles and the Church are
made a “spedacle’ unto angels. “For | think that God hath
set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed to death:
for we ae made a spedacle unto the world, and to angds,
and to men.”

The word spedacle in the Greek means ©methingto look at
and ingped. This would fit with this leaning phase of their
trial or judgment. The above scripture also says that we are
a spedacle not just to angels but also the world; and we
know that the world is not on trial or judgment now. We
know that the judgment of the world will occur in the next
age. This means that the fact that angels are watching and
leaning now does not necessarily mean that they are on
trial now (i.e. the entire Gospel age). Ancther scripture also
tends to suggest that the time for the judgng of the disobe-
dient angelsisalso future to the Gospel age.

“Do ye not know that the saints sall judge the world? and
if the world shdl be judged by you, are ye unworthy to
judge the small est matters? Know ye not that we shall judge
angels? how much more things that pertain to thislife? “ (1
Cor 6:2,3) Thetense in the Greekfor verse 3isfuture. Snce
Paul wrote at the beginning of the Gospel age it would sug-
gest that it would not occur during it. Also the sametenseis
used for verse 2 in reference to the judging of the world
which we definitely know is future to the Gospel age. So it
seams we have at least 3 reasonable candidates in terms of
the timing of the judgment of these ancels.

The Regtitution of The Heavenly Host

The word regtitution is used only once in the New Testa-
ment of the Authorized Verson. It is a trandation of the
Greek word apokatastass. This Greek word is also anly
used once in the New Testament in Acts 3:21 and derives
from apo, "back, again," kathistemi, "to set in order," trans-
lated RV, "restoration”, KJV, "restitution" and these there-
fore gpea to be good trandations, the words restitution
and restoration are very similar in meaningin this context.

This link is further emphasized in Matthew 17:11 He a-
swering, said, “Elijah indeed comes, and will restore all
things’ (Diaglott). John the Baptist was the minor fulfill-
ment of this sirit of Elijah as Jsus makes clea in the fol-
lowing verses. This thought is made even cleaer in Luke
1:16,17 (speaking o John the Baptist) “And many of the
children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God. And
he shall go before himin the spirit and power of Elias, to
turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobe-
dient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people pre-
pared for the Lord.” .The mgjor fulfillment of the picture of
Elijah is of course the glorified church, the completed Abra-
hamic seed of blessng; which shal indeed “restore al
things’; inits ultimate and full est sense.

The word trandated restore in Matthew 17:11 is the Greek
word apokathistemi; it is used 8 times in the Authorized
Verson and according to Strong's Dictionary means to
“restore to its former state’” Matthew 12:10-13 “And, be-
had, there was a man which had his hard withered. And
they asked him, saying, Is it lawful to heal on the sabbath
days? that they might accuse him... Then saith he to the
man, Sretch forth thine hand. And he stretched it forth; and
it was restored whale, like as the other.” Hereit is well il-
lustrated that apokathistemi (trandated restored) means a
return to an original state. Inregardsto the heavenly host
the original state was of coarse obedient harmony with the
creator.

From 1 Cor 6:2,3, already quoted, it appeas that Jesus and
his body will be involved in their judgment as with the
judgment of the world. Sincethis judgment of theworldisa
corredive period with atrial at the end, it stands to reason
that some such corredive period and trial will occur in re-
gards to these fallen heavenly host also. We have seen that
the heavenly host leans from the struggles of the people of
God, who are a spedacle to them (1 Cor 4:9) and that Jesus
by his example “preached” to the imprisoned spirits (1 Peter
3:19,20)

There would be no need or purpose for any sort of spedacle
or preaching for these imprisoned spirits if there was no
hope for them. It therefore seams the heavens; the realm of
these wayward spirits, will be put in order and that the
fallen heavenly host is gaining valuable knowledge during
their time of imprisonment during the Gospel age.

The world will have aperiod of opportunity to show itsloy-
aty to God by demonstrating the lesons leaned under the
guidance of the sead of blessng. This will occur during the
little season of testing at the end of the millennium when
Satan will be loosed for a while. Anadogoudly, the heavenly
host would be expeded to have an opportunity to demon-
strate loyalty and dbedience to God also. Whether this wil |
occur during the gred day of God's wrath or the little sea-
son or another time is not clea. We can be asaured how-
ever, that as God has diown his love to us by sending his
only begotten Son, so will he deal with the heavenly host.

Again Jesus, along with his helpers, will be the instrument
for unifying all things in heaven, as in the eath.” (Jesus
Christ) whom the heaven must receive until the times of res-
titution of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth
of all his holy prophets since the world began.” (acts 3:21)
According to the meaning of the process of restitution out-
lined, this hope for the imprisoned spirits would qualify as
being part of therestitution of all things. Paul may have also
referred to this in Ephesians 1:10 — “That in the dispensa-
tion of the fulnessof times he might gather together in one
all thingsin Christ, both which are in heaven, and which
areon earth; even in him;”

In conclusion, we @n seethat God has a very wide plan
indeead. This plan will lead not only to the regtitution of the
earth but also to the unification under Jesus of all thingsin
heaven, including the fallen heavenly host. God again dem-
onstrates to us his consistent mercy and loving kindness
This gives us great confidence to continue in our cdling
with greaer zeal, unto the end. To know something of this
wide plan is wonderful enough, let alone to potentialy have
ahdpingraleinit.

May all glory beto aur mighty God. Amen.
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“GOD WORKETH IN YOU”

“Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling,
for it is God who worketh in you both to will and do o
Hisgoaod pleasure.” (Phil 2:12,13)

The Scriptures clealy teach us that our Lord has paid the
ransom price for all mankind, that He is the propitiation for
our sins and those of the whole world and that there is =l-
vation in no other. (1 Tim 2:6, 1 John 2:2 and Acts 4:12).
We rgjoice in the wideness of God's mercy to be shown to
all peoplein duetime, but it isthe present offer of salvation
and its terms and prospeds that we ae immediately con-
cened with. Concerning this, the writer to the Hebrews
says= “Therefore we ought to give the more eanest heal to
the things which we have head, lest a any time we should
let them dip, for.....how shall we escape, if we negled so
gred salvation, which at the first began to be spoken hy the
Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them who head
Him.” (Heb 2:1-3)

This warning against neglea of what he terms “so great
salvation” does not refer to failing to hea and oley the
gospel call, which we realize from John 644 is not sent out
to al people, “No one can come to me (Jesus), except the
Father who hath sent me draw him.” From the wunsd
given later in Hebrews againgt falling away after once en-
bracing the cdl, it is clea that it is the salvation that has
aready been receéved that is intended. So this is a stern
warning, God's gift is not to be downgraded or negleded
but, under the mighty hand o God, isto ke valued, nurtured
and developed. In our text verse, Paul describes this as
“working out our salvation with fea and trembling’.

But how is this salvation recéved or entered into? The
Phili ppian gaoler asked this question long ago and Paul’s
reply was dired and explicit, “Believe on the Lord Jesus
Chrigt, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house” (Acts
16:31) Elsewhere he asarres us that “if thou shalt confess
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shdt believe in thine
heat that God raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be
saved. For whosoever shall cdl upon the name of the Lord
shall be saved.” (Rom 10:9,13) By the grace of God, salva-
tion is the means by which the believer in Jesus Christ
passs or istransferred from death unto life. “There isthere-
fore now no condemnation to them who are in Christ Jesus,
who walk not after the flesh, but after the spirit.” (Rom 8:1)
Such he later urges to present their bodies living sacrifices
in gratitude to God.

Salvation then begins with acceptance of Jesus Christ as
Saviour and Lord, but the scriptures do not make this a fin-
ishing point, rather the starting point of an experience of
salvation. Paul in Romans 13 counsels the brethren in fitting
Christlike behaviour, adding, “and that, knowing the time,
that now it ishigh time to awake out of sleg, for now is our
salvation nearer than when we bdieved.” (Verse 11) Here
he appeas to speak of our salvation as still future but get-
ting closer. Does this mean that we ae not as yet saved, or
is it referring to the final consummation of what we might
term an experience of salvation, lasting a lifetime? Of one
thing we @an be sure, our Heavenly Father does not want
His children to bein a mnstant state of uncertainty.

Peter also speaks prospedively, asit were, of our savation,
in the context of testings which the Christian may undergo
along the way. “That the trid of your faith, being much
more predous than of gold, though it be tried by fire, might
be found unto praise axd honour and dgory at the appeaing
of Jesus Christ, whom having not seen ye love, in whom,
thoughnow ye see Him not, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable
and full of glory, recaving the end o your faith, even the
salvation of your souls.” (1 Pet 1:7-9) Vine tells us that the
word “end” here points to the final issue or result of a state
or process This wdl represents the process of salvation in
each Chrigstian — first the all, then the outworking and fi-
nally the reward. What a privilege is ours, how important
that we do nothing to hinder the outworking in our own
lives.

THE DAY OF SALVATION

Wise counsd is given also by Paul in writing to Corinth,
“We then as workers together with Him (God), beseech you
that ye receave not the grace of God in vain. (For he saith, |
have head theein a time accepted, and in the day of salva-
tion have | sucooured thee behold, now is the accepted
time, behold, now is the day of salvation.”) (2 Cor 6:1,2)
For those who have head the @l of God, and are ®©-
workers with Him, Paul stresses that now is the accepted
time for their salvation. It is not yet the accepted time for
the remainder of mankind, as yet He is not calling them.
The message and ingtruction not to nullify His graceis for
His children here axd now, rather we need constantly to
seek to grow in His grace

For this task, our text verses — Phil 2:12,13 - provide the
key. In verse 12, Paul urges the brethren and that includes
you and me to “work out” our salvation, that gift of God
already receaved, and that we do so with fear and trembling.
At the outset, we note that thereis no suggestion of working
for our salvation but it needs to be worked at and worked
out in our lives. It is of interest to note that different words
are used for, firstly, the Christian’s out-working of his or
her salvation and, seandly God's in-working in the Chris-
tian. In the first case, Vine tells us that the word caries the
thought of “working aut, achieving, effeding by toil” and a
firm and consistent approach is clealy called for. Would-be
achievers in any enterprise know just how important is prac-
tice and till more practice not just sporadically but consis-
tently.

We note the qudification “with fea and trembling’ and
here again thishighlights the nead for singlenessof purpose,
as with an Olympic ahlete in training, with perhaps an de-
ment of urgency of desire for only that which will please
our Father in heaven. Christians sould certainly not live in
a constant fea of failure or of divine wrath but be ever
mindful of the alling to which they have been call ed, seek-
ing only the will of Him who has called them out of dark-
nessinto light. The writer to Hebrews adds, “Let us there-
fore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering into rest,
any of you should seam to come short of it.” Toillustrate,
he dtes the @se of the failure of Isragl of old to attain to
God' s promises because of unbeli f.

A similar thought of working cut salvation is given in Rom
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5:3-5, “Not only so, but we glory in tribulations also, know-
ing that tribulation worketh patience and petience eperi-
ence and experience hope, and hope maketh not ashamed,
because the love of God is ed abroad in our heats by the
Holy Spirit which is given unto us.” This is how we are to
view such experiences; under God's hand they are helping
in the working aut of our salvation and in the buil ding up o
character and Christlikeness Thisisnot to ignore that some
experiences may well be grievous at the time but afterwards
they vield the peaceabl e fruits of righteousness (Heb 12:11)
and that present light afflictions work out for our eternal

glory.

GOD'SWORKMANSHIP

But even with such thoughts in mind, we would be still con-
cened if the asaurance of verse 13 dd not immediately fol-
low. How would we fed if we were l€eft entirdly on our own
towork out our salvation? Thisnext verseis surely one that
we @nnot read without a “hallelujah” or “amen”! “For it is
God who worketh in you both to will andto do o His good
pleasure.” This is an asaurance which we @n and should
take to aurselves persondly; God Himself is at work in your
life and in mine, not necessarily in the way that we might
choase but according to what is pleasing to Him and in ac-
cordance with His perfea will . Would we really want it any
other way?

How glad we all can and should ke that the processof salva-
tion in each one of us is under the management and direc-
tion of the great master-builder of the universe. The word
“working in”, acoording to Vine, hasthe ideaof a person or
power being active or operative, an influential force The
word is used firstly of God, but also o the Holy Spirit, the
Word of God, of faith and endurance al of which would
represent channeds of God's “working in” His people. It is
used also of evil influences, but here the objective is clear —
the good pleasure of the divine will for each child of God. It
isin this context of God's over-ruling care that he or sheis
to steadfastly work out their salvation, as co-workers with
God. In Eph 2:10, the apostle says , “ ye are His workman-
ship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God
hath before ordained that we should walk in them.”

What does it mean to be His workmanship? The only other
use of the same word in the New Testament refers to things
of the physical creation (“things that are made” Rom 1:20)
which also give potent evidence of God's eternal power and
divine character. Even as ouw Heavenly Father made the
heavens and eath out of what was without form and void,
so He is able by His mighty power to create (anew) vessls
suited to His purpose out of frail human flesh. The apostle
further tdlls us that this is that same mighty power that He
employed in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and
set Him on His right hand on high. So it is by His Holy
Spirit, by which we have alrealy been begotten into God's
family, that Heisworking in us. Surely this call sfor our full
submisson, so that the predous task of making out of use-
lessclay vessdls beautiful and fit for service may go ahead,
until finally conformed into the likenessof His Son.

What alot more work we often fed needs to be donein us;
how dowly the pattern seams to be emerging! But we @n
take comfort, asaured that “He who hath beguna good work
in us, will perform (complete) it until the day of Jesus
Christ.” and “faithful is He that cdleth you, who also will
doit.” (Phil 1.6, 1 Thes5:24) Our Heavenly Father will not

half finish the work in us or, wearying of the task, abandon
us. No.,we can be sure that He who has commenced the
work of gracein our hearts will not weary but will finish the
work in due time to His own glory and our eternal blessng,
so long as we remain faithful. Paul prayed for the Thessalo-
nians that “God would count you worthy of this cdling, and
fulfil al the good peasure of His goodness and the work of
faith with power.” (2 Thes 1:11)

THE LEARNING PROCESS

How then does He work in us? Certainly by the lessons and
ongoing experiences of life as we daily learn to love and to
trust and to obey Him. Often, it seans we are poar pupils
and so we nedl the chastenings which He allows to come
our way, but it isin love, like amerciful father, that He per-
mits the fiery tria . “No chastening for the present seameth
to be joyous, but grievous, neverthelessafterward it yieldeth
the peaceable fruit of righteousnessunto them who are exer-
cised thereby.” (Heb 12:11) Our Heavenly Father worksin
us through His people, for it is the privilege of each one of
us to huild one aother up in faith, of bearing one another
up in prayer, of comforting one another in disress He
works in us furthermore as His Spirit il luminates the sacred
page to aur waiting heats. In all these aeas, we neal the
spirit of lowly teachableness so that He may the more d-
fectively and fredy work in us His good pleasure.

Wheat is His good pleasure for us? What is the desired out-
come? It includes — “that we should ke holy and without
blame before Him in love’, “that we might walk worthy of
the Lord, fruitful in every good work and increasing in
knowledge of God”, “for it isyour Father’sgood pleasureto
give you the kingdom”. These all point forward to the ca-
rying aut of the divine purpose to Hessall mankind in the
age to come, for which God has called us, and is even now
carrying out His preparatory work in us, aswe yied to Him.
All God’'s works are perfed, and His workmanship, the
Church of this gospel age, will be no exception, but will be
“a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle, or any such
thing, but holy and without blemish.” (Eph 5:27) Redeaned
and cleased in Christ’s predous blood, and fashioned by
the Father’s hand, His peadliar people individually and col-
lea-ively will finally be fully fitted for the future blessng
and restoration of mankind.

The plan of God for human salvation is grand in its scope
and depth, it is all-embracing and will surdly satisfy the
longings and aspirations of all mankindin due time. Within
that plan, the present offer of salvation to those with easto
hea and heats to respond, offers blessngs now and in the
future with that dea One whom yet unseen we love. Daily
let us heal the apostle’ s words — “W ork out your own salva-
tion with fear and trembling, for it is God who worketh in
you both to will and to do of His good peasure.” Is God
working in us today? Yes, we @n be sure that He is work-
ing in you and in me, whil e we remain His faithful children.
Amen..
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