
Lesson 43

David Reproved

The Lord dis ci plines those he loves.—Hebrews 12:6

The Bible is com pletely hon est when it describes peo ple. King
David’s wrongs are men tioned just as fully as are his good

and heroic deeds. David had been a hum ble shep herd boy; he
became a brave sol dier and was a lov ing friend to King Saul’s
son, Jon a than. He had been a loyal sub ject to the king who hated
him.

But David was over come in a weak ness of the flesh when he
had one of his sol diers, Uriah, killed in bat tle so he could marry
his beau ti ful wife, Bathsheba.

God sent his prophet Nathan to King David who had dead ened
his con science about his trans gres sion. Nathan told the king a
story about a wealthy man steal ing a sheep from a poor man. It
made David angry that such a thing could hap pen and he asked
Nathan the man’s name.

The prophet declared, “You are the man!” This hum bled David 
as he real ized his ter ri ble mis take and he wept and asked God
to for give him. Because he was truly repen tant, God did for give
him, yet he still pun ished David for his evil act (2 Sam uel 12:1-
25).

The hon esty of the Bible is shown in both the Old and New
 Testaments. Even though Abra ham was faith ful and was called
“God’s friend” (James 2:23), yet he made mis takes in his life.

The apos tles had many faults. When Jesus was accused and
con demned to die on the cross, his beloved friend, Peter, was so
fright ened he would not admit he even knew Jesus. Paul, the
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apos tle who took the place of Judas, had been the cruel Saul of
Tar sus. He con sented to the ston ing of  Stephen and brought
much per se cu tion upon the early church. Peter and John were
called “unschooled, ordinary men” (Acts 4:13).

God loves us and helps us when we ask for his for give ness and
strive to do better. In spite of his faults, David was loyal at heart to 
God. He became Israel’s most beloved king and God prom ised
that the future king dom would come through his descen dants.

Nathan told King David: “You are the man!”
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