
Lesson 51

The Fall of Babylon

So is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not
return to me empty, but will accom plish what I desire and 
achieve the pur pose for which I sent it.—Isa iah 55:11

King Nebuchadnezzar became full of pride—he had a great
.statue erected of him self as earth’s ruler. Then he made a

law that everyone had to bow down and wor ship it. Anyone who
would not kneel to the statue would be thrown into a burn ing fiery 
fur nace.

Nebuchadnezzar had been pleased with Dan iel’s three Hebrew 
friends for they were excel lent ser vants in the Bab y lo nian king -
dom. He did not expect them to refuse to wor ship the statue, but
they loved God and were loyal to him. The king was furi ous and
had the fur nace heated seven times hot ter than usual and the
three Hebrews were thrown into it. Even the sol diers who bound
them and threw them into the fur nace were killed by the extreme
heat (Dan iel 3:20-22).

The king and his lords were amazed when another per son was
seen with the Hebrews walk ing around in the fur nace—one “like
unto the son of God.” None of them was hurt! Nebuchadnezzar
real ized that their God was pow er ful and com manded the peo ple
to wor ship him.

But Nebuchadnezzar was still full of pride because of his riches
and power as the king of Bab y lon. He became insane and acted
as though he were a beast. He lived with the ani mals in the fields
and ate grass like cows. He remained that way for seven years
before his rea son returned.
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Belshazzar, Nebuchadnezzar’s grand son, became king of Bab -
y lon. He was also full of pride. The king dom was rich and there
was much idle ness. All these things helped to bring about the fall
of Bab y lon.

Belshazzar had a great feast for a thou sand of his offi cers to cel -
e brate the great ness of Bab y lon. While they were eat ing and
drink ing, the fin gers of a man’s hand were sud denly seen writ ing
upon the wall of the pal ace in let ters of fire: Mene, mene, tekel,
uparsin. The king asked Dan iel for an inter pre ta tion and what he
heard was like a crush ing blow: “God has num bered the days of
your reign and brought it to an end. You have been weighed on
the scales and found want ing. Your king dom is divided and given
to the Medes and Per sians.” (Dan iel 5:26-28)

That night Cyrus the Mede and his army marched into Bab y lon
through the dried-up river bed and cap tured the city which the
Bab y lo nians thought was too strong to ever be taken. King Bel -
shazzar was put to death and Cyrus became king!

Daniel told the king the mean ing of the hand writ ing on the wall.
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