
Lesson 32

Moses the Deliverer

I will take you as my own peo ple, and I will be your God.
Then you will know that I am the LORD your God, who
brought you out from under the yoke of the Egyp tians.—
Exo dus 6:7

When Jacob died, the age of patri archs such as Noah, Abra -
ham, and Isaac was over, which meant the end of God’s

 special favor to individuals. His favor was now with the nation of
Israel. All the fam i lies had grown large; they were called “the
twelve tribes of Israel.”

The fam i lies con tin ued to grow until the Egyp tians became
wor ried that the Isra el ites would become too pow er ful, per haps
even tak ing over their coun try. They made slaves of the Hebrew
peo ple and worked them hard, but still they mul ti plied. So an
order went out that all the Hebrew babies were to be killed.

When Moses was three months old, he was placed in the lit tle
cov ered bas ket his mother made and set afloat in the Nile River.
His older sis ter, Mir iam, watched over him from among the reeds
along the river bank.

There he was found by the Egyp tian prin cess and brought to
the pal ace of her father, who was Pha raoh, to be reared as an
Egyp tian. Moses’ own mother was asked to care for him—surely
she could feel that her prayers for the safety of her lit tle son had
been answered.

Moses received an excel lent edu ca tion in “all the learn ing of
the Egyp tians,” as well as the instruc tion he would have had from
his Hebrew mother. But Moses could not enjoy the hon ors he had 
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in Egypt because of the way his peo ple were being per se cuted.
Even tu ally he killed an Egyp tian while de fend ing a mis treated
Isra el ite and fled to the land of Midian. He became a shep herd
and lived there for forty years.

When God was ready for the Isra el ites to leave Egypt, he ap -
pointed Moses to lead them. His brother, Aaron, was appointed
to speak for the Isra el ites in Pha raoh’s court.

This com mis sion was given to Moses at the burn ing bush. This
was a bush which appar ently was on fire, yet it did not burn up!
Moses had learned a great les son in humil ity while he lived in
Midian and now God could use him in his plans to have the Isra el -
ites return to Canaan. So Moses became the great leader and man 
of God whom Pha raoh dreaded and the Hebrews needed (Acts
7:30-36).

Baby Moses was placed in a bas ket in the Nile River
and found by a prin cess.
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