
Lesson 70

The Empty Tomb

It is sown a nat u ral [phys i cal] body; it is raised a spir i tual
body.—1 Corin thi ans 15:44

The hopes of the dis ci ples were shat tered. They had expected
so much of the Lord; they had loved him dearly, and trusted

his great wis dom and power. They were ready to fol low him right
into the king dom. But now he was dead. Cru ci fix ion! The shame
of dying with crim i nals! They hardly knew what to do next.

The dis ci ples were unable to under stand spir i tual things un til
they received the holy spirit. They could not under stand that
Jesus had been res ur rected and was now a spirit being—he was
no lon ger a man, no lon ger flesh and blood. Jesus had to show
him self to his fol low ers so they would know he was alive, though
he had a dif fer ent nature. As a spirit being he had the power to
appear to them as a human being. They could see him, and eat
and speak with him.

It was the third day after the cru ci fix ion when Mary Mag da lene
went to the tomb with embalm ing spices and saw that the stone at
the entrance had been moved away. She looked inside the tomb
and saw an angel who said, “Do not be afraid … He is not here:
he has risen” (Mat thew 28:5,6).

Mary spoke to Jesus but did not rec og nize him for he appeared
to her as a gar dener. But when he spoke, she knew his voice. He
explained that he had not yet returned to his Father in heaven
(John 20:17). He told Mary to tell the oth ers what had hap pened.

Later that day, Cleopas and another dis ci ple were walk ing to
Emmaus and talk ing about the sad events of the last few days.
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Jesus joined them but they did not rec og nize him. As he walked
with them, he explained many of the proph e cies which fore told of 
his death and res ur rec tion and why it was nec es sary for him to
suf fer before being glo ri fied.

They were so inter ested in what Jesus was say ing that they
urged him to stay and eat with them. It was then that he made
him self known to them and dis ap peared from their sight. His
bless ing went deep into their hearts and they said, “Were not our
hearts burn ing within us while he talked with us on the road and
opened the Scrip tures to us?” (Luke 24:32).

That eve ning many of the dis ci ples gath ered in the upper room; 
the doors were locked and bolted for fear of the Jews. They were
dis cuss ing the amaz ing events of the day when  suddenly Jesus
was there with them! He appeared as the man they had known,
but they were fright ened. He calmed their fears and explained he
had the power to mate ri al ize (Luke 24:36-43).

On the road to Emmaus Jesus explained how his death
was proph e sied in the Old Tes ta ment.
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