
Lesson 6

The Fifth Day of Creation

God cre ated the great crea tures of the sea and every liv -
ing and mov ing thing with which the water teems, ac -
cord ing to their kinds, and every winged bird accord ing
to its kind. And God saw that it was good.—Gen e sis 1:21

The atmo sphere of the earth was now pure enough to per mit
life in breath ing ani mals. Much of the car bon that was in the

water and the air was absorbed into the chalky organ isms of the
sea. These even tu ally became beds of lime stone. The huge for -
ests sunk deep into the earth to form coal beds and this, too, took
large amounts of car bon from the air, enabling ani mals to
breathe.

The waters swarmed with fish and sea crea tures. Rep tiles and
ani mals liv ing partly in the water and partly on land belong to this
period of time.

The King James trans la tion of Gen e sis 1:21 reads: “God cre -
ated great whales,” but the Hebrew words should be trans lated,
“God cre ated great mon sters.” That is a good descrip tion of the
dino saurs. “Every winged fowl” includes fly ing rep tiles—some of
whose wings mea sured twenty-five feet across—as well as birds.

We mar vel at God’s wis dom and power when sci en tists tell us
that cere als and grasses which would be needed for food began
to grow just before these ani mals were cre ated. This is one of
the many facts that shows God is a per fect time keeper. When we
learn that bees, wasps, and other insects were used to spread the
seeds of the food plants, we are thrilled with God’s plan ning.
How could these ani mals have lived with out the proper food?
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Mod ern plants need strong sun light as well as mois ture to grow
and develop. We can see that God in his great wis dom waited for
the cloudy, swampy, humid con di tions of the pre vi ous cre ative
days to pass and for the sun to shine onto the earth. Then he
began cre at ing plants with their spar kling col ors and delight ful
per fumes.

How com pletely God pre pared the earth for us! How lov ingly
he con sid ered all our needs! “Great is our Lord and mighty in
power … he sup plies the earth with rain and makes grass grow on
the hills. He pro vides food for the cat tle and for the young ravens
when they call” (Psalm 147:5,8,9).

God cre ated great mon sters [dino saurs] dur ing the fifth epoch.
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