
Lesson 77

Berean Bible Students

The Bereans … received the mes sage with great eager -
ness and exam ined the Scrip tures every day to see if
what Paul said was true.—Acts 17:11

The believ ers at Berea, in Mac e do nia, are famous among
God’s peo ple because of their dil i gence in search ing the

Scrip tures. They did not just take the word of Paul or Silas with -
out proof. They were a lit tle class, but their faith ful ness to God’s
word caused them to be known as Berean Bible Stu dents.

They gath ered together as chil dren of God, begot ten by the
holy spirit, to study the mes sage of Jesus that was brought to
them. The early church did not meet in splen did churches or tem -
ples; their elders and dea cons did not wear rich robes of office.
There was no showy dis play of any kind. They sim ply met to -
gether with those of sim i lar faith (2 Peter 1:1) to study and prove
the Scrip tures under the direc tion and care of Jesus, the only
head of the church.

Bible stu dents today have the advan tage of con ve nient, inex -
pen sive Bibles in many trans la tions and ver sions, as well as many 
other help ful books. These include con cor dances, Bible dic tio n -
ar ies, Scriptural com ments, etc. And we can learn from these
books in our homes. For hun dreds of years there were few Bibles
in the world, and most peo ple could not read—even kings and
queens! Today most peo ple know how to read and write. And we
can turn a light on when the sun goes down!

We are liv ing in the days of Dan iel 12:4 when “many will go
here and there to increase knowl edge.” This applies to our gen er -
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a tion more than any other: trains, air planes, space ships, books,
radios, tele vi sion, computers—all are on a scale never before
imag ined.

We can go to Bible stud ies, not just in our own homes, but other 
places as well. Many can attend con ven tions of Bible stu dents
through out the world. We are blessed at this end of the age, but
we must remem ber there is a great respon si bil ity because of these 
boun te ous bless ings.

Many peo ple today deny that the Bible is the word of God,
show ing that they do not have the faith taught in the Bible. It is
time in God’s plan for a fuller, deeper under stand ing of his word
than ever before. Let us be faith ful to learn all we can, build ing up
our char ac ters in the most holy faith.

We are liv ing in the days when knowl edge is increased.
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