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Lesson 42

The Witch of Endor

Let no one be found among you who … engages in
witch craft. … Any one who does these things is detest able 
to the LORD.—Deu ter on omy 18:10-12

The angels who were dis obe di ent before the flood were not
per mit ted to live on earth like men any more. Nor were they

allowed back into their for mer home in heaven.
Their pun ish ment for being dis obe di ent was to be restricted to

the area around the earth. There they could invis i bly influ ence
those human beings who would allow them selves to be “used” by
them. Those who were so used are called medi ums and they work 
with the angels of Satan to deceive other humans. It is wise to
stay away from them. Moses had warned the Isra el ites to drive all
 wizards and witches out of the lands they con quered or put them
to death.

The Philistines gath ered to bat tle King Saul’s army and the
fright ened king knew he could not win, but he hoped he could
find help. There had been a time when God had guided him, but
now he had sinned against God so he could not expect a bless ing
from that source. In des per a tion, Saul turned to a witch at Endor
to con tact the dead Sam uel for advice (1 Sam uel 28:3-25).

Because Sam uel was dead and could not actu ally respond to
the witch, evil spir its or fallen angels imper son ated him. They
gave the witch infor ma tion she used to con vince Saul she had
really seen and spo ken to Sam uel.

She told Saul his army would indeed lose the bat tle the next
day and he and his army would be killed. Actu ally the bat tle



occurred a few days later and while Saul and three of his sons
were killed (includ ing David’s close friend, Jon a than), two sons
escaped and lived many years.

These fallen angels are work ing with Satan to con tinue the lie
Satan told Eve in the gar den: “You will not surely die” (Gen e sis
3:4). The medi ums claim they receive infor ma tion from those
who have died, but the Bible assures us that the “the dead know
noth ing” (Eccle si as tes 9:5,10).

The witch at Endor used evil spir its to imper son ate dead Sam uel.
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