
Lesson 41

Saul Disobeys God

Why did you not obey the LORD? Why did you pounce
on the plun der and do evil in the eyes of the LORD?—
1 Sam uel 15:19

God gave King Saul spe cial instruc tions through his prophet
Sam uel. Saul, how ever, was always self-willed and did

things his own way. The Amalekites were a wicked peo ple. When
they were at war with Israel, God told Saul to slay every one of
them and not to take any of their things.

Not only did Saul take King Agag cap tive, he took the best of
the ani mals, tell ing Sam uel he planned to give them to God
as sac ri fices. The les son we should learn from this is in Sam uel’s
reply to Saul: “To obey is better than sac ri fice” (1 Sam uel 15:22).

If the slain peo ple had gone into eter nal tor ment (hell fire), it
would have been a ter ri ble thing for God to com mand that they
should all be killed. But the Bible does not teach that there is
such a hor ri ble place for the “dead.” Because of Jesus’ death
and res ur rec tion, all the fam i lies of the earth will be brought back
to life in a res ur rec tion. God had sen tenced Adam to death which
meant every one would die. So it does not mat ter if peo ple die by
fam ine, war or ill ness. God will, in the king dom, res ur rect every -
one and give them an oppor tu nity to live for ever under much
better con di tions.

The res ur rec tion of all peo ple is a most won der ful truth taught
in the Bible (John 5:28,29). All who do not receive a knowl edge
of God in this life will have a chance to learn to know him and his
mar vel ous plan in the next age when Mes siah rules.
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In the past, many peo ple were in igno rance because they were
not allowed to study God’s word or did not know how to read.
Dur ing the Dark Ages there were few Bibles because they had to
be hand-cop ied; it took months and years to com plete just one.
Because we have print ing presses today, we have many Bibles
from which to read, study, and learn of God’s plans and pur poses
for all man kind. Most peo ple can now afford to have sev eral
Bibles in their home, as well as con cor dances, Bible dic tio nar ies,
and other study helps.

Those who died in ancient bat tles will all be res ur rected.
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