
Lesson 63

Second Death

Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your
inher i tance, the king dom pre pared for you since the cre -
ation of the world.—Mat thew 25:34

The par a ble of the sheep and goats (Mat thew 25:31-46) pic -
tures king dom con di tions after the church class has been

 glorified in heaven. It is the only one of Jesus’ par a bles which
explains the work of the king dom after it has been set up.

All peo ple of all nations, includ ing those who are now asleep in
death, will be on trial before The Christ (Jesus and his church)
dur ing the thou sand years of the Mil len nial age.

Their true desires will be deter mined—whether or not they are
will ing to come into full har mony with God and the laws of the
king dom.

The sheep in the par a ble rep re sent the peo ple who will ingly
learn of the love and righ teous ness of the Heav enly Father and
his son, Jesus Christ, and strive to obey the laws of the king dom.
These peo ple will grad u ally come into har mony with the laws;
because they do, they will be judged wor thy of ever last ing life—
to live for ever on the per fected earth! Like sheep, they are meek
and will ing to be led to the “pas tures” of truth and righ teous ness.

The goats, which are not nearly as numer ous as the sheep, will
show their stub born and self-willed ways and refuse to receive
the instruc tion which would give them ever last ing life. Since they
make no attempt to change their sin ful ways, they will be judged
wor thy of sec ond death or destruc tion—being cut off from life
(Rev e la tion 21:8; Acts 3:23).
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Many Scrip tures use fire as a sym bol of destruc tion. God never
intended us to think of fire as pun ish ment for sin. He is a God of
love and mercy and would never tor ture any crea ture for ever in
such a ter ri ble way.

Because fire destroys things so com pletely, the Bible often uses 
it to show total destruc tion. The gar bage dump of Jeru sa lem was
in the Val ley of Hinnom, where a fire was kept burn ing con -
stantly. Not only was gar bage thrown into it, but also dead ani -
mals and even the bod ies of vicious crim i nals whom no one had
both ered to bury. The Val ley of Hinnom was also called Gehen -
na, often mis trans lated “hell” in the Bible. Gehen na rep re sents
the sec ond death from which there will be no redemp tion, no
com ing back to life ever again.

The par a ble of the sheep and goats pic tures con di tions in the king dom.
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