
Lesson 87

Many Shall Run To and Fro

You, Dan iel, close up and seal the words of the scroll
until the time of the end. Many will go here and there to
increase knowl edge.—Dan iel 12:4

There has been a greater devel op ment of knowl edge within the 
past one hun dred years than at any other time in the his tory

of man kind. Most of the inven tions which are so com mon to us
today were unknown a cen tury ago. Not many real ize they are the 
begin ning of the bless ings to come in the long-prom ised king dom
of Mes siah.

The inven tion of print ing using mov able type by Johann
Gutenberg in 1454 A.D. has allowed us to accu mu late a store of
knowl edge over the years. As a result, the world has become
flooded with lit er a ture in every lan guage and on every sub ject.

The increase of knowl edge, includ ing a knowl edge of God’s
word, has fol lowed along with “going here and there.” This tells
us we are liv ing in the period referred to as the “time of the end.”
This time will include the clos ing of the Gos pel age and the dawn -
ing of the Mil len nial age which will end the long period of sin and
death.

In God’s due time men’s minds were opened to the pos si bil i ties 
of some inven tions which then inspired more com pli cated inven -
tions. In the nine teenth cen tury men real ized they could use
steam to power machines. Later, elec tri cal power began to be
used. Now elec tron ics and nuclear power have opened up newer
and faster means of com mu ni ca tion and trans por ta tion than ever
before thought pos si ble.
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Think of the knowl edge that went into plan ning and build ing
the space shut tles—and the advent of men walk ing on the moon!
It is amaz ing that these inven tions have devel oped within a com -
par a tively short space of time. For cen tu ries man kind was unable
to travel any faster than on horse back and the major ity of peo ple
prob a bly never trav eled fifty miles from where they were born.

The first loco mo tive was built less than two hun dred years ago;
now we have many forms of trans por ta tion. The auto mo bile is
the most com mon and wide spread means of trans por ta tion and is 
the best exam ple of “going here and there” which is described in
Nahum 2:4.

There has been a greater increase of knowl edge
 in the last hun dred years than at any other time.
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