
Lesson 62

Judgment

I tell you that it will be more bear able for Sodom on the
day of judg ment than for you [Capernaum].—Mat thew
11:24

Jesus per formed many of his mir a cles in the city of Ca per -
naum, yet today it is only a ruin. This ful fills Jesus proph ecy

in Mat thew 11:23. The peo ple of Capernaum had been given
many priv i leges and bless ings from the Lord which meant they
had a respon si bil ity to use them wisely.

The cit ies of Sodom and Gomor rah had not received such
great bless ings and so not as much was expected from them (Mat -
thew 10:15). These cit ies were noto ri ously wicked and unholy,
yet the Scrip ture assures us that they would have re pented had
they had the light and knowl edge given to those of Capernaum.

The first judg ment day was in Eden—Adam was tested and
he failed. Because of his fail ure, Adam was sen tenced to death
and this also plunged all of man kind into death. If Jesus had not
pro vided his life a ran som for the life of Adam, thus releas ing him
and all his chil dren from the death sen tence, all would have stayed 
in the death con di tion for ever!

The Day of Judg ment (Mil len nial age) is not a twenty-four hour 
day but a thou sand-year day (2 Peter 3:8) when all the world will
be tested and judged wor thy or unwor thy of ever last ing life. This
includes all who lived in Sodom or Gomor rah, and other cit ies
destroyed because of their great sin ful ness.

An indi vid ual will be judged only after being given every pos si -
ble oppor tu nity to do that which is right in God’s sight. Satan’s
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influ ences will be done away with and every help and bless ing will 
be made avail able so that obe di ence to the laws of the king dom
will be so much eas ier.

Those who become fol low ers of Jesus dur ing the Gos pel age
are released from the pun ish ment that came upon Adam for his
dis obe di ence to God’s laws. These fol low ers, the lit tle flock, have
their own time of test ing before the world’s great day of judg -
ment.

When they are given their reward of immor tal life, they will be -
come heav enly judges with Jesus (1 Corin thi ans 6:2). Remem -
ber ing God’s mercy and love in their own expe ri ences, they will
be able to help the awak ened peo ple learn the ways of righ teous -
ness so that they may gain ever last ing life on earth.

Today the city of Capernaum is only a ruin.
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