
Lesson 30

Joseph Sold Into Egypt

You intended to harm me, but God intended it for
good.—Gen e sis 50:20

God was watch ing over Joseph. His tri als and dif fi cul ties were
help ing him develop a char ac ter that would even tu ally bring 

him a posi tion of honor in Egypt sec ond only to the Pha raoh!
Pha raoh had two dreams which Joseph inter preted to mean

there would be seven years of plenty and seven years when food
would not grow. Joseph directed the peo ple to store up enough
grain in the first seven years to carry them through the fam ine
years.

The fam ine also affected Joseph’s fam ily in Canaan. When
they had no more food to eat, ten of Jacob’s sons came to Egypt
to buy grain. They were com pletely unaware that they were deal -
ing with their brother whom they had sold into slav ery so many
years before.

Joseph was kind to them, although he did not let them know
who he was, inquir ing about their fam ily, and giv ing them grain.
He told them the fam ine would con tinue and they would be need -
ing more grain. He also said when they came again, to bring with
them their youn gest brother, Benjamin, to prove they were not
spies.

Jacob at first refused to let Benjamin go, but as the fam ine
wors ened, he finally said they could take him. But, he said, if
Benjamin did not come back, it would mean his death: “You will
bring my gray head down to the grave [sheol] in sor row” (Gen e sis 
42:38).

60



This is the sec ond occur rence in the Bible of the word sheol,
which means the tomb, but mis trans lated hell thirty-one times in
the King James version. It did not even come into Jacob’s mind
that his sons would be in a place of burn ing tor ment and that
he would join them there—this is a God-dis hon or ing doc trine.
No, Jacob expected to be uncon scious in death, out of exis tence,
when he spoke those words.

Joseph was a type of Jesus who was also rejected by his breth -
ren (the Jew ish nation), but was even tu ally exalted to a place of
honor and glory next to the heav enly Father. And, just as Joseph
gave bread to the Egyp tian peo ple, so Jesus will give the bread of
ever last ing life to the will ing and obe di ent in the next age. What a
beau ti ful pic ture this is!

Joseph was a type of Jesus who was also rejected by his breth ren.
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