
Lesson 73

Pentecostal Preaching

Even on my ser vants, both men and women, I will pour
out my spirit in those days.—Joel 2:29

The unfaith ful apos tle, Judas, had killed him self in shame
for hav ing betrayed Jesus to his ene mies. There were only

eleven apos tles until Paul was cho sen to take Judas’ place.
In Jeru sa lem, the eleven and many oth ers were given the holy

spirit. They also received mirac u lous gifts for the pur pose of start -
ing the Chris tian church. God gave these hum ble Chris tians the
abil ity to speak in for eign lan guages so they could preach in var i -
ous places and the peo ple could under stand them.

The crowds were amazed that they could under stand the
Galileans who were speak ing to them in their own lan guages.
Jesus’ fol low ers could also proph esy the future, heal the sick and
the lame, and even a few times raised the dead!

They taught the peo ple about Jesus, the Sav ior, who had died
and was res ur rected so that all the world might have an oppor tu -
nity for life in the king dom.

There were many fol low ers of the Lord at that time, both men
and women; how ever, only the apos tles were spe cially used of
God. To them only, Jesus said, “what ever you bind on earth shall
be bound in heaven; and what ever you loose on earth shall be
loosed in heaven” (Mat thew 16:19). The words bind and loose
were expres sions used in those days which meant for bid and per -
mit.

It was the apos tles who were given this instruc tion and they
were able to under stand which things of the Jew ish law were
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bind ing upon the church and which were not. The apos tles were
God’s rep re sen ta tives; the words they spoke and wrote were
author i ta tive. The Lord’s over rul ing would make the apos tles
safe guides for his church. The instruc tion was given only to the
twelve and does not ap ply to any other per son at any time.

Peter was told in Mat thew 16:19 he would receive the keys of
the king dom. These were sym bolic keys which Peter could use to
open the door of the king dom mes sage. He did this first to the
Jew ish nation. Three and a half years after Jesus’ death he used
the sec ond key to open the door to the Gen tiles. The first Gen tile
con vert to mem ber ship in the body of Christ, the church, was
Cornelius.

The apos tles were spe cially given
as guides to the new church.
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