
Lesson 81

The Inquisition

A time is com ing when any one who kills you will think he 
is offer ing a ser vice to God.—John 16:2

The Holy Inqui si tion was insti tuted by Pope Inno cent III in
Europe. This was a church court for find ing and pun ish ing

her e tics (those whose beliefs differed from those in power).
This court was ter ri ble in its power. It required every one to

inform against any per son the least bit sus pect. It became the
most dev il ish thing in human his tory. Hor ri ble forms of cruel and
inhu man tor ture were inflicted on those unfor tu nate enough to
be caught. The pope was deter mined to crush the Ref or ma tion.
This dread ful work went on for five hun dred years.

Even tu ally the church’s power began to decline. Many schol ars 
and think ers real ized that errors were being taught, so they spoke
out against them. Although they were usu ally killed for their
beliefs, they influ enced the think ing of many oth ers and brought
about the Ref or ma tion.

Both Cath o lics and Prot es tants now real ize the Inqui si tion was
unholy. We need to remem ber that those were times of wide -
spread igno rance and super sti tion. How ever, with the inven tion
of the print ing press and as edu ca tion became avail able to more
and more people, the light of a better day began to shine.

The com mand ment given to Moses in Levit i cus 19:18 and later
to the dis ci ples in Mark 12:33, “Love your neigh bor as yourself,”
had been com pletely neglected. Thus there was no love or sym -
pa thy, and jus tice was either vio lated or non-exis tent.

John Cal vin, a French Reformer, stud ied hard and drove him -
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self to learn all the reli gious knowl edge then avail able. When in
his twen ties, Cal vin con verted to Prot es tant ism. He wrote a book
about Bible truths as he saw them. Later he imposed his strict
beliefs on those to whom he preached. He felt it was his duty
to pun ish any one who held other views. When Michael Servetus
pub lished a book attack ing the doc trine of the trin ity, he was
tried, found guilty, and burned at the stake. Cal vin, too, for got
the com mand ment of love.

Cal vin thought God selected only a few to have a spir i tual
 resurrection and all oth ers would suf fer the pains of “hell fire” for -
ever. What an extremely nar row and erro ne ous view of the Scrip -
tures with no acknowl edg ment of a kind and lov ing God!

The reforms started by Ulrich Zwingli in Swit zer land were con -
tin ued by Cal vin. These reforms were more sweep ing than those
of Luther.

The Inqui si tion was a reli gious court that
per se cuted true Chris tians as her e tics.
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