
Lesson 49

Daniel Interprets a Dream

Dan iel could under stand visions and dreams of all
kinds.—Dan iel 1:17

Dan iel was a young Isra el ite who was taken cap tive to Bab y -
lon along with many oth ers. He and three other cap tives

were cho sen to be trained for spe cial jobs in the Bab y lo nian
 government. They served well for that was their duty, but they
con tin ued to pray to God and obey him, and live accord ing to his
com mands. They loved God with their whole heart.

One night King Nebuchadnezzar awoke from a ter ri ble night -
mare—he was trem bling with fear. But in the morn ing he could
not remem ber his dream except it seemed im por tant. He became
extremely angry with the “wise men” of Bab y lon because they
could not tell him what his dream was or what it meant.

If he had been able to tell them the dream, they would have
guessed at its inter pre ta tion; but they could not eas ily ex -
plain some thing the king him self could not remem ber. The king
was so furi ous with them he ordered them all killed. Dan iel and
his com pan ions would be included for they were among those
who coun seled the king.

The young men prayed for God’s help and guid ance. God then
revealed Nebuchad nezzar’s dream and its inter pre ta tion to
Daniel. Dan iel asked the com mander of the king’s guard not to
exe cute the “wise men,” but to take him to the king and he would
explain the dream.

This is what Dan iel told the king: He had dreamed of a huge
statue which had a head of gold, breast and arms of sil ver, belly
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and thighs of brass, and legs of iron. The feet and toes were of
iron mixed with clay. It was awe some!

Then a stone, cut out of the moun tain with out hands, hit the
feet of the statue and it fell to the ground. It was ground to pow der 
and the wind car ried it away. The stone grew until it became a
great moun tain and filled the whole earth!

Dan iel explained that the head of gold was Nebuchadnez zar
him self—king of Bab y lon. The king dom of Medo-Per sia was rep -
re sented by the sil ver, Greece by the brass, and the Roman
Empire by the iron legs. The iron and clay mixed showed that the
Roman Empire would become divided. Each king dom was fol -
lowed by an infe rior king dom.

The stone that struck the statue rep re sented the king dom of
God which will replace the gov ern ments of earth and stand for -
ever (Dan iel 2:44).

Dan iel inter preted Nebuchadnezzar’s
dream of a huge statue.
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