
Lesson 31

Joseph and His Brethren

Be kind and com pas sion ate to one another, for giv ing each
other, just as in Christ God for gave you.—Ephe sians 4:32 

When the broth ers returned to Egypt with Benjamin, Joseph
had a feast pre pared for them. This aston ished the broth ers 

and made them fear ful for they did not know what he had in
mind. Finally, Joseph sent his ser vants away and told his broth ers 
that he was their brother whom they had sold into slav ery. He
assured them of his for give ness and ex plained that God had
caused all his hard expe ri ences to work out for good. Now he was
able to save his fam ily, as well as all the Egyp tians, from starv ing
to death.

The broth ers were over joyed! They all wept and hugged each
other and could hardly believe that this was truly their brother.
Joseph asked about his father and told them to bring him and all
their fam i lies to Egypt where there was plenty of stored grain for
all. Pha raoh gave them the land of Goshen, the best land for rais -
ing animals.

So Jacob, now called Israel, lived in Goshen, and his peo ple
began to pros per. They had many chil dren and became a great
nation. Joseph said to his broth ers, “God turned into good what
you meant for evil” (Gen e sis 50:20, Liv ing Bible).

Joseph pic tures Christ and his church. These have endured
and over come their tri als and lived accord ing to God’s com -
mands to the best of their abil ity. This will bring them the high est
king dom hon ors. Joseph’s breth ren rep re sented the Jews, the
Egyp tians pic tured the rest of man kind. Both Jews and Gen tiles
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will be blessed because of the glo ri ous exal ta tion of Mes siah (Isa -
iah 25:6-9).

Joseph, in his dying request, wanted the Isra el ites to carry his
bones with them when they returned to Canaan. The fam i lies of
Israel lived in Egypt for four hun dred and thirty years when Moses 
came on the scene to lead them back to their home land.

We see how Joseph trusted God because of his knowl edge of
the prom ise made to Abra ham. So also it was with all the wor thy
ones of the past, and the same prin ci ple holds true today!

Joseph told his broth ers he was their brother
whom they sold into slavery.
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