
Lesson 68

Behold the Man

Pilate came out and said to the Jews, “Look, I am bring -
ing him out to you to let you know that I find no basis for
a charge against him.”—John 19:4

When the sup per was fin ished, Jesus went with eleven of his
apos tles to the Gar den of Geth sema ne to pray. While they

were there, Judas came to Jesus with a band of men armed with
swords. They took Jesus to the high priest, Caiaphas. This priest
and all the coun cil wanted to put Jesus to death and accused him
of many things.

Then they took him to Pon tius Pilate, the Roman ruler of the
country. Pilate could see that Jesus was a good man and that
the Jew ish priests wanted to kill him for their own self ish rea sons
(Mark 14:55).

Just the week before, Jesus had rid den on a don key into Jeru -
sa lem and the peo ple hailed him as a king. The priests thought
the Romans would surely put Jesus to death for that!

Learn ing that Jesus was from Gal i lee, Pilate tried to get rid of
the respon si bil ity of con demn ing a man he believed to be inno -
cent. He sent him to King Herod, ruler of Gal i lee. But Herod was
fear ful of deal ing with Jesus for he had heard about the mir a cles
he had per formed, so he sent Jesus back to Pilate.

Even though Pilate did not like the Jews, he did like this man
they had brought to him. Hop ing to avoid more trou ble from the
Jews, Pilate tried to sat isfy them by hav ing Jesus beaten. But this
did not sat isfy the mob and they cried, “Cru cify him! Cru cify
him!”
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Jesus was not their idea of a king and con queror. They ex -
pected someone like Alex an der the Great who would save them
from their Roman cap tors. They despised him for his nonvio lent
ways and for the meek ness, gen tle ness, patience, and love he ex -
pressed to every one. The Jew ish leaders knew many were prais -
ing him as the son of God and that Jesus was warn ing peo ple
about dis hon est and greedy priests. They wanted this stopped!

At Pass over time it was cus tom ary to release one crim i nal from
prison. Pilate offered the Jews their choice of releas ing Jesus or
Barabbas, a con victed crim i nal. The mob chose Barabbas (Luke
23:13-25). Although Jesus could have asked God to save him
from his enemies, he knew his death was needed to save all man -
kind so he did not try to escape.

Pilate did not want to have Jesus cru ci fied,
but felt he had no other choice.
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