
Lesson 82

The Wesleys

Everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus
will be per se cuted.—2 Tim o thy 3:12

John and Charles Wes ley were sons of an Epis co pa lian min is ter 
and his deeply reli gious wife who lived in Eng land. There were 

nine teen chil dren in the fam ily, and Bible sto ries and Scrip ture
read ing were a vital part of their grow ing up years in the early
1700s.

When their father became some what older, John left Oxford
Col lege to assist him in the par ish. In the mean time, Charles, still
at Oxford, formed a club with two other stu dents to have Bible
stud ies that would be help ful to the Chris tian life. It was called
a “Holy Club.” The mem bers learned to live reg u lar and orderly
lives. Some stu dents made fun of them; some called them “Meth -
od ists” and the name stuck.

In 1735 the two broth ers sailed to Amer ica to answer a call for
mis sion ar ies. Charles fell ill and returned to Eng land. By 1738
John, too, was back in Eng land, his mis sion work con sid ered a
fail ure. How ever, John had been impressed with some Ger man
Moravians who showed a quiet trust in God even through out a
dan ger ous storm dur ing their jour ney aboard ship. He learned
much from them about Chris tian behav ior and appreciated their
deep and com plete faith in God.

The Wesleys returned to the sim plic ity of the early church
in preach ing, class gath er ings, and Bible stud ies. They were
strongly opposed by those of other faiths who some times drove
cat tle among the wor ship pers to inter rupt their meet ings. John
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Wes ley was a great preacher, which only caused oth ers to stir up
hos til ity and mob action against him.

In 1784 John Wes ley broke with the Church of Eng land, and
founded the Meth od ist Church. Charles Wes ley was the hymn
writer for Meth od ism. He wrote thou sands of hymns, many of
which are still being sung today.

A pre cious Bible truth uncov ered by Wes ley was that of Free
Grace. His favor ite Scrip ture was Rev e la tion 22:17, “The Spirit
and the bride say, Come … take the water of life freely!” How ever 
he did not see the full extent of this truth—that in the king dom all
man kind will have the oppor tu nity to have life on earth for ever.

Charles Wes ley preached in Lon don until his death in 1788. In
1791 John Wes ley died in Lon don in his eighty-sev enth year. The 
influ ence of his teach ings was very great.

Often there was hos til ity against
John Wes ley, a great preacher.
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