
Lesson 86

Christianity Moves Westward

He gave some to be apos tles, some to be proph ets, some
to be evan ge lists, and some to be pas tors and teach ers.—
Ephesians 4:11

In the early 1800s there were many influ ences on the churches
in the United States. Some of these were the west ward move -

ment, the new immi gra tion, and the Civil War. Many divi sions
occurred as peo ple left estab lished churches and started new
ones.  Missionary soci et ies were formed and were often inter de -
nom i na tional. In 1816 the Amer i can Bible Soci ety was founded
and dis trib uted Bibles to even the remot est areas.

In 1786 the Meth od ists brought to the United States the idea of
reli gious instruc tion for chil dren. By 1816, only thirty years later,
Sunday Schools were found in every sec tion of the coun try.

As the West was being set tled, there was grow ing need for reli -
gious lead ers. Many denom i na tions founded schools for reli gious 
edu ca tion where future priests and min is ters were trained.

Evan ge lists and mis sion ar ies became part of this move to the
West. Evan ge lists are those who preach the gos pel. They are
Protestant min is ters or ordi nary peo ple who speak at spe cial
 services, often mov ing about to dif fer ent places. Mis sion ar ies
also preach the gos pel, often in newly set tled regions or in for eign 
coun tries. As a rule, they also do edu ca tional and hos pi tal work.

The early nine teenth cen tury also saw the begin ning of camp
meet ings. These became a com mon prac tice in Amer i can evan -
ge lism and were held in every sec tion of the West.

The immi grants com ing from Europe and the large  number of
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peo ple mov ing west caused the rapid growth of many new reli -
gious groups. Some of these were Mor mons (known as Lat ter Day 
Saints), Adven tists, Chris tian Sci en tists, and later the Jeho vah’s
Wit nesses. Evan ge list Dwight Moody car ried on Chris tian work
among the Civil War sol diers.

Many churches, in the South as well as the North, felt an ob -
ligation to the blacks who had been freed from slav ery, so they set 
up schools to provide reli gious instruc tion. Even tu ally the blacks
orga nized their own churches.

These ful fill the words of the text at the start of this les son and
are exam ples of how God’s word was brought to the people.

Mis sion ar ies preached the gos pel
in newly set tled areas and in for eign coun tries.
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