
Lesson 65

Hosanna in the Highest

Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord! Blessed is the King of Israel!—John 12:13

Near the end of Jesus’ min is try, he vis ited his good friends,
Mary, Mar tha, and Laz a rus, in Bethany. (This was the same

Laz a rus whom Jesus had awak ened from the sleep of death.) He
had often been a guest in their home and had been a bless ing to
them.

To express her appre ci a tion, Mary took a box of expen sive per -
fume and poured it on Jesus’ head and on his feet, wip ing them
with her hair. A won der ful fra grance filled the room. This box
represents our hearts, and the sweet per fume rep re sents good
wishes, kind ness, and love toward all, and espe cially to Christ
and the church.

One dis ci ple whose name was Judas crit i cized Mary. He said
the per fume should have been sold and the money given to the
poor. How ever, Jesus was pleased with Mary’s exam ple of love
and devo tion, and said it was like anoint ing him for his burial. He
knew that not many days later he would be taken from them and it 
would be too late to give him any thing.

The next day he sent for a don key and rode into Jeru sa lem, as
was the cus tom of Israel’s kings. The crowd of peo ple hailed him
as their Mes siah or Sav ior. They scat tered cloth ing and palm
branches before him as they shouted: “Hosanna to the son of Da -
vid … Hosanna in the high est” (Mat thew 21:9). Hosanna means
praise, joy, and grat i tude—sim i lar to Hal le lu jah.

The Phar i sees were unhappy about the atten tion be ing given
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to Jesus and told him to stop the peo ple from shout ing. Jesus said
they were ful fill ing the proph ecy of Zech a riah 9:9 and if they did
not shout, the stones would cry out!

The peo ple thought Jesus would become a great earthly king
who would destroy their ene mies and they would no lon ger have
to serve the Roman gov ern ment. But Jesus wept over the city. He
knew his king dom would not begin at that time and that the peo -
ple would be greatly  disappointed and many would be angry, so
angry they would soon be shout ing for his death!

He went to the tem ple and saw mer chants sell ing doves for sac -
ri fices. The noise and bar gain ing were not like a place of prayer.
There were huge prof its being made from the mar ket booths which
went to enrich the fam ily of the high priest. Jesus was greatly
offended and drove the money chang ers out of the tem ple.

Jesus knew the peo ple would soon
be clam or ing for his death.
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