
Lesson 57

The Baptism of Jesus

I have come to do your will, O God.—Hebrews 10:7

Jesus pre sented him self to John to be bap tized. This sur prised
John for he knew Jesus was a per fect man and did not need to

repent or be sorry for his sins: he had none. John told him that he
had more need for Jesus to bap tize him. But Jesus said, “Let it be
so for now.”

Jesus’ bap tism had a new and spe cial mean ing—it sym bol ized
the full con se cra tion of his life to God as a sac ri fice, even to
death. John did not under stand, but he did as Jesus asked and
bap tized him in the Jor dan River. To the oth ers who were there
John said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world!” (John 1:29).

John saw the holy spirit come upon Jesus in the form of a dove
and he heard God speak, say ing, “This is my beloved son in
whom I am well pleased.”

As Jesus came up out of the water, the heav enly truths be came
clearer for he had received the holy spirit and could under stand
the “deep things” (or truths) of God (1 Corin thi ans 2:10). From
the time Jesus was immersed at thirty years of age until he died on 
the cross three-and-a-half years later, he was being bap tized. In
other words, immer sion in water is only the begin ning of true
bap tism. It is a sym bol of what is in the heart, the desire to do the
Father’s will (Luke 12:50). As Jesus was dying on the cross, he
cried, “It is fin ished!” His bap tism into death, begun at Jor dan,
was now com pleted.

Chris tians are bap tized into Jesus’ death (Romans 6:3). When
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a Chris tian is raised up from the water, it shows the “burial” of his
per sonal desires for ever. He now begins a new life com pletely
ded i cated to the Lord. This would be impos si ble to do on one’s
own, but Jesus’ sac ri fice and res ur rec tion have guar an teed that
all the help needed will be there.

Those who are bap tized receive the holy spirit to help them
under stand and “cor rectly han dle the word of truth” (2 Tim o thy
2:15).

Bap tism into death is the real bap tism for the church, as it was
for Jesus. Water bap tism is only a sym bol, or pic ture of it. Those
who have will ing, hon est, and teach able hearts will try to fol low in 
the foot steps of Jesus the rest of their lives. If they remain faith ful
in doing this, they will share with him in the first res ur rec tion.

When a Chris tian is bap tized, 
he begins a new life com pletely devoted to the Lord.
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