
Lesson 2

The First Day of Creation

And God said, Let there be light, and there was light.
God called the light day, and the dark ness he called
night.—Gen e sis 1:3,5

The Bible does not tell us how long ago the earth was cre ated.
It does not tell us exactly how the earth was made. Gen e sis

1:1 tells us that in the begin ning the earth was. There were nei ther 
moun tains nor val leys, trees nor shrubs, rivers nor oceans. The
earth was empty and shape less.

The Bible does tell us about the six cre ative days in which God
pre pared the earth as a place to live for man kind (Isa iah 45:18).
And it gives us the length of the sev enth cre ative day: seven thou -
sand years. It may be that each of the cre ative days was the same
length of time, form ing a cre ative week.

At first the earth did not have a def i nite shape—it was just
a mass of mate rial spin ning round and round. As it spun, its water
and min er als were thrown off as gases. They cooled and took the
shape of rings around the earth. As the rings took shape, so did
the earth. It began to look more like a ball than like a messy lump
of form less ele ments. And as the mess took def i nite shape some
light shone onto the earth, pos si bly sim i lar to the aurora bore alis
(arched lights in the sky at night that are caused by elec tric ity).
The sun light did not break through because that did not hap pen
until the fourth day, but there was light. The earth began to look
more like the globe we know.

Our uni verse is still devel op ing, and sci en tists spend much time 
study ing and try ing to explain  creation. When they learn a new
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fact we can some times find a Scrip ture that also describes that
fact. For exam ple, Job 26:7 tells us the earth hangs in empty
space.

Men do not under stand all Scrip ture, nor do they under stand
all about cre ation, but God gave us the Bible and planned the cre -
ation of the uni verse, and so of course, the Bible explains cre -
ation cor rectly when it speaks of it.

Our uni verse is still in the pro cess of devel op ing.
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