
Lesson 83

Pilgrims and Pacifists

Be strong and take heart, all you who hope in the LORD.
—Psalm 31:24

On Decem ber 21, 1620, the Pil grims landed on the rocky
coast of Mas sa chu setts. They thanked God for their safe

arrival in the New World. These were deeply reli gious peo ple
who had sep a rated from the Church of Eng land. It took great
cour age to sep a rate from the church, as well as their home land.

About nine years later the Mas sa chu setts Bay Col ony was
estab lished by the Puri tans. They, too, were men and women of
deep reli gious life and con vic tion who left Eng land because there
was no reli gious free dom.

A few years later in Eng land, George Fox, a seri ous and deeply
reli gious young man who firmly believed in the Bible, was dis -
tressed at the world li ness of so many in the churches of his day.
This inspired him to become the founder of Quakerism. He began 
preach ing about 1640.

Many groups were pac i fists. This means they opposed war
and would not fight. They were per se cuted for their beliefs. Pac i -
fists were found among the Amish, the Men no nites, the Quak ers
(prop erly called “The Soci ety of Friends”), and oth ers. Many left
Europe because of their anti-mil i tary beliefs. They also believed
that each local church or con gre ga tion was a com plete church in
itself and no church should have any thing to say about any other
church.

The Friends based their reli gious life on the prin ci ple that kind -
ness pro duces kind ness. They are a plain peo ple and firm in their
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belief in divine guid ance, not only in meet ings, but in their daily
lives. They have become famous for their relief work in wars and
disas ters, and were the only reli gious group in colo nial times to
take a def i nite stand against slav ery.

In spite of being severely per se cuted, their num bers con tin ued
to grow. In 1634 there were sixty Quak ers in Amer ica—four years 
later there were thirty thou sand!

Bible Stu dents are also opposed to car ry ing guns in war time,
pre fer ring to remem ber Paul’s state ment that our weap ons are not
the weap ons of the world (2 Corin thi ans 10:4). We are opposed
to kill ing human beings—our desire is to save them! If you are
com pelled by the gov ern ment to enter mil i tary ser vice, look for
other ways to serve your coun try, such as the con sci en tious
objec tors’ pro gram in the United States.

It took great cour age for the Pil grims to leave their home land.
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