
Lesson 48

Jerusalem Desolated Seventy Years

The fif ti eth year shall be a jubi lee for you … [it] is to be
holy for you.—Levit i cus 25:11,12

The Jew ish nation was to keep a Sab bath every seven years

when they would let the land rest for a full year (Levit i cus

25:1-7). Every fif ti eth year was a jubi lee year. Dur ing this jubi lee

year these rules were to be fol lowed:
1. Slaves were set free—lib erty was pro claimed for all the Isra -

el ites who were in bond age to any of their coun try men.
2. All debts were can celed—the land and other pos ses sions

were to be returned to those who had been com pelled to sell them 
because of pov erty.

3. The land was to rest—no sow ing, no reap ing, no prun ing of
vine yards. Spon ta ne ous or nat u ral growth was to be left for the
poor and the trav eler (Levit i cus 25:8-16).

The Isra el ites, like many peo ple, were self ish. They did not
want to lose money on land they had acquired dur ing the forty-
nine years. So they only kept the jubi lees half heart edly, and
even tu ally they did not keep them at all.

When Nebuchadnezzar, king of Bab y lon, took King Zede kiah
and his peo ple cap tive to Bab y lon, this con quer ing mon arch
destroyed Jeru sa lem and destroyed the tem ple with fire. The city
lay des o late for sev enty years. The city’s des o la tion was God’s
pun ish ment upon the Isra el ites for not prop erly keep ing their
jubi lee years.

The Isra el ites did not under stand how impor tant it was to keep
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the jubi lees; they did not know it was a pic ture of a grander time
to come in God’s plan.

The num ber seven is closely con nected with all God’s works
and plans. It pic tures per fec tion—and God will even tu ally have
everything per fect. This will be after the times of res ti tu tion,
which is when all man kind will come back in the res ur rec tion and
learn to live in accor dance with God’s laws in the Mil len nial age
(Isa iah 35). How won der ful to think of a per fect earth filled with
per fect peo ple! This was God’s plan from the begin ning.

Every fif ti eth year was a jubi lee year.
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