
Lesson 79

The Middle Ages

Not every one who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the 
king dom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my
Father who is in heaven.—Mat thew 7:21

Dur ing the Mid dle Ages ter ri ble things were done by many of
those in power to oth ers who did not agree with them. Some

were tor tured, oth ers stoned to death or burned at the stake. All
these things were done in the name of God, Chris tian ity, truth,
and righ teous ness. How ever, Char le magne (whose name means
Charles the Great) was an excel lent em peror who real ized that
knowl edge and law and order are nec es sary in a good king dom.

When Pope Leo III crowned Char le magne ruler of the Holy
Roman Empire in 800 A.D., many peo ple hoped that this would
be the end of wars and that peace would come at last. But his
empire was not God’s king dom; all of his schools of learn ing and
courts of law were made by men and could not last for ever or give
per fect jus tice. He accom plished much to advance civ i li za tion
dur ing his short reign of four teen years, but it was not God’s time
to set up his king dom.

The Cru sades did much to break down the old sys tem of poor
peas ants work ing for rich lords and stim u lated the eco nomic and
intel lec tual life of the West. Groups of peo ple came into being
who held and spread ideas which were in con flict with the doc -
trines and gov ern ment of the Roman Cath o lic Church.

One of these groups was the Albigenses of France, Spain, and
Italy. They com pletely rejected the clergy and the claims of the
Church of Rome. They lived lives of self-denial and moral purity,
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and made great use of the Scrip tures. They were con sid ered her e -
tics (a word describ ing those who hold reli gious beliefs opposed
to the offi cial and estab lished views of a church).

Fol low ers of Peter Waldo were called Waldenses. They were
also from France and Italy. They believed that the Bible, and
espe cially the New Tes ta ment, pro vided the only rule of faith and
life for Chris tians. Their preach ing caused a great desire among
the peo ple to read the Bible. Both groups were non-trinitarian.

Ter ri ble per se cu tions com pletely destroyed the Albigenses
within a hun dred years. The Waldenses fled to the high val leys of
the Alps where they still live; they are the only group from the
Mid dle Ages that has sur vived to the pres ent time. They carry out
evan ge lis tic work in Italy today.

Many Chris tians were tor tured for their beliefs
dur ing the Mid dle Ages.
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