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Highlights of Dawn.

Problems of Increasing Knowledg e

ONE of the outstanding characteristics of the times i n
which we live is the rapid in.o ease of knowledge in es-
sentially every aspect of human endeavor . Man has even
made landings on the moon . For many years students o f
the Scriptures have looked upon this increase of knowledg e
as being in fulfilment of prophecies relative to the end o f
the present sinful social order which is prophetically de -
scribed in the Bible as the end of the world . Many advan-
tages have accrued to the people in limited areas of the
earth as a result of this phenomenal increase of knowledge ,
but not until recent years have the potential dangers to
the human race posed by science and invention become s o
frighteningly apparent .

This point is emphasized when we compare the world as
it was at the beginning of the twentieth century with wha t
it is today. War between nations has always been a plagu e
upon the earth, but the widespread horrors of war as w e
now see them were not known in human experience unti l
the increase of knowledge permitted the construction o f
instruments of war possessing the vast potential of de-
struction that we know today.

This fact becomes more apparent as we consider the en-
tirely new set of circumstances which has developed i n
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the world, some of them beginning in a small way wit h
World War I . With the increase of knowledge has come
also the foretold "running to and fro . (Dan. 12:4) There
were railway trains and steamships prior to 1914, but at
that time the use of automobiles for general travel was o n
a very small scale; and the use of the airplane was on a n
even smaller scale, although crude bombing planes were
brought into action against the enemy to a limited degree
during the first World War .

The date 1914 is a very prominent one in the prophecies ,
and it was the understanding of many students that durin g
that year the present social order, ruled over by th e
prince of this world, Satan, would come to a full end. It
was thought that following the war, which would be brief ,
there would come a world revolution of short duration ,
followed by a brief period of general anarchy, and then
the full establishment of the kingdom of Christ, whic h
would be the Lord's new social order "wherein dwelleth
righteousness . "

But it did not work out that way, and it is interestin g
now to realize the many things that were yet to come o f
which the "watchers" of that day could not, and did not ,
have any knowledge, for they had not yet developed . These
"new things" account for much of our headline news to -
day, but were unheard of at the time of World War I .

Travel and Its Problem s

The automobile was, of course, known in 1914, but th e
magnitude of its use had not been dreamed of . According
to an article by David Breasted, in the New York Daily
News, there are now on the roads in the United States ,
"one hundred million cars, trucks and buses ." To the com-
muter, trying to drive to his home in the suburbs fro m
the business district of a large city it must seem that there
are a great many more than this .
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There were no passenger-carrying airplanes in 1914, no r
for some years later. Since then, air travel has become on e
of the commonplaces . of life in many countries . They keep
making the airplanes larger and larger, and with ever-

increasing speeds . The latest production, the "747," can
carry nearly four hundred passengers, and a crew of thir-
ty, at a speed of more that six-hundred miles an hour .
"Jet planes," they call them, and whoever heard of a je t
plane in 1914? Here was a coming aspect of human experi-
ence which could not have been anticipated in the early
part of the century except as a fantasy in the minds of a
few dreamers. It is, however, one of the products of the

foretold "increase of knowledge . "

A Terrible Threa t

But lest we become overenthusiastic over human accom-
plishments, let us notice some of the by-products of the
much and rapid travel of our day . We have in mind, in
part, what is described by that now familiar word "pollu-
tion." This word is very prominent in the news today, and

its implications are that automobiles and jet planes ar e
spouting forth so much poison into the atmosphere tha t
unless something is done about it, a saturation point wil l
eventually, and soon, be reached which will make life im-
possible on this planet .

But much and rapid travel is not the only culprit in thi s
gloomy picture . The increase of knowledge has ushered in
what is often referred to as the "Industrial Age," and our
industries, like the jet planes and the automobles, are like -
wise fouling the air with killing gases. Thus while w e
count the blessings of our industrial age, let us pause t o
think of the killing by-products which are so closely re-
lated to the blessings .

Here is another situation which is now making dail y
front-page news which was not heard of fifty years ago .
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Governments in some of the large nations are endeavorin g
to bring this evil situation under control, but human self-
ishness will make this an exceedingly difficut task . Fairly
effective methods are known by which to curtail the emis-
sion of poisonous gases by factories, but the necessar y
equipment and installation is costly, and many manufac-
turers insist they cannot afford it . Those who can would
need to increase the price of their products, which would
put them out of competition with those who did not mak e
this investment . This may well be one of those problem s
which only the Lord can solve, which he will do throug h
the agencies of Christ's kingdom .

Water Also Pollute d

Another of the curses of the Industrial Age is the pollu-
tion of our rivers and lakes by the industrial waste fro m
factories . This has already become so widespread that fish
can no longer live in many of our fine rivers, includin g
some of the important rivers in Europe . All the fish have
been destroyed in one of the Great Lakes—Lake Erie .
The more or less solid pollutants are carried to the sea by
the rivers, making unsafe many of our best bathin g
beaches. The oil industry is one of the chief contributor s
to this evil. How terribly industry has fouled its nest in
this respect! Who could have imagined fifty years ago tha t
the beautiful Hudson River, in New York State, woul d
have become a virtual cesspool, as one of the tragedies o f
the Industrial Age?

Hydrogen Destructio n

Another development unforeseen fifty years ago ha s
been the splitting of the atom, and the invention of the
atomic and hydrogen bombs . Here is another product of
the increase of knowledge which threatens the destruc-
tion of the human race . It is claimed that in the United
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States alone—and Russia is not very far behind—there is
a stockpile of these bombs large enough to kill every man ,
woman, and child on earth a hundred times.

When reading Jesus' prophecy concerning the "time of
trouble" being so devastating that there would be a pos-
sibility that no flesh would be saved, no student coul d
possibly have had in mind what has become a reality to -
day through the misuse of nuclear power, and the poison-
ing of our air and water. Now these threats are very real ,
which help to confirm the accuracy of God's Word, an d
give us the assurance of divine intervention before it is
too late, for Jesus said that these days would be shortene d

before all flesh would be destroyed .—Matt . 24:21, 2 2

The Population Problem

Students of the Bible who understand the divine plan
for the redemption and recovery of mankind from sin and

death know that humans were created to live on the earth ,
and that the earth was created to be man's everlasting

home. God's command to man was to multiply and fill th e

earth, so we should expect that earth's population will in -

crease . But fifty years ago the world in general, and eve n

students of prophecy, did not expect that the increasin g
population would create the problem it has become today ,

and which, it is feared, will be much more serious in a

few short years .

As the population of earth increases, more automobiles
are used, and the industrial capacity of the nations mus t

become ever greater . Thus more and more pollutants fin d

their way into the air and into the water which God has
provided to sustain life on earth, compounding the prob-
lems already engendered by increasing knowledge . True,
the scientists of the world do all they can to counteract

the spreading of poisons which their own inventions hav e
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released, but will they be able to cope with the situatio n
fast enough and on a scale which will really make our air
and water safe again as in the past?

President Nixon has proposed the spending of ten bil-
lion dollars during the next five years to purify the air
and water, but already there are those who insist that eve n
fifty billion dollars would fail to do the job properly . So
far as human efforts are concerned we will just have t o
wait and see what can and will be accomplished . Certainly
at the moment life on this planet is being seriously threat-
ened by the very technical advancement which has bee n
hailed as such a blessing to the human race .

The rich countries of the earth for many years have bee n
enjoying luxuries and comforts that the ancients did no t
even dream of, yet now the very instrumentalities which
have produced this abundance and affluence are threaten-
ing to destroy the race by poisoning the air and water . How
should the student of prophecy view this paradoxical situa-
tion? What is the meaning of it in the light of the divin e
plan of the ages ?

The Time of the End

According to the Scriptures, the unprecedented "in -
crease of knowledge" was due to appear in "the time o f
the end." In this same "time of the end" there was also t o
be much running to and fro ; and there was to be a "time
of trouble such as never was since there was a nation . "
(Dan. 12:14) What does the expression, "the time of the
end," imply? We believe that the "end" referred to is th e
end of Satan's world, or social order. When we reach the
end of this period it will mean that "this present evi l
world" has come to an end . Then the kingdom of Christ
will be fully established, and the life-giving blessings o f
the kingdom will begin to flow out to the people .—
Dan. 12 :1 3
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"The time of the end" is also spoken of in the prophe-
cies as the day of the Lord's "preparation ." (Nahum 2 :3, 4)
The "preparation" is for Messiah's kingdom ; and much of
this preparation involves the destruction of Satan's world .
The foretold increase of knowledge and running to an d
fro are associated with the day of preparation . It is within
the time of the end, or day of preparation, that the In-
dustrial Age has come into being .

In this development we see a marvelous display of the
foreknowledge and wisdom of the Creator . He knew about
this day of preparation for the full establishment of Mes-
siah's kingdom even while the earth was first being pre -
pared for human habitation; and it was in that remotely
ancient time that the Creator caused to be stored away i n
the earth all the various minerals which in this time of th e
end have made possible the wonders of our time. Mineral s
have, of course, been used from the beginning of man's ex-
periences on earth, but God knew how much more they
would be needed in the time of the end .—Gen. 4:22

Not an automobile could be built without these metals .
Neither could washing machines and the other blessings o f
our time. And how essential oil has been in connectio n
with the mechanization of the Industrial Age . However, we
suggest that all these things which we today esteem as be-
ing so wonderful are not the eternal blessings which th e
Lord has promised, and which will reach the peopl e
through the agencies of Messiah's kingdom .

One of the reasons for this suggestion is that the minera l
and oil supplies upon which the Industrial Age depend s
will not last forever . Even now the masters of industry ar e
combing the earth to find new supplies of iron, copper ,
nickel, and other minerals, including oil . Among the
causes of strife in the world today are the internationa l
power plays being made for control of oil fields in variou s
parts of the earth . This sort of thing could, and may, go on
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for a considerable time longer, but these natural resource s
of the earth which man has converted into efficient use in
this time of the end must eventually become exhausted .

We have no doubt but what new materials and method s
will be discovered—or shall we better say, provided by th e
Lord—to supply the human race with all things needed
throughout the interminable forever . We cannot even ap-
proximate what these needs will be for the reason that w e
do not know the needs of a perfect man. One thing we d o
know is that man will not need polluted air and water ; but
he will need pure air, food, and water in abundance. The
Bible tells us that the "land shall yield her increase ."
—Ps. 85:12

Kingdom Established

The Prophet Micah wrote, "In the last days it shall com e
to pass, that the mountain of the house of the Lord shal l
be established in the top of the mountains, and it shall b e
exalted above the hills; and people shall flow unto it ."
(Micah 4 :1) The "mountain" of the Lord is the kingdom o f
the Lord . The establishment of this kingdom of the Lor d
involves the resurrection of the true church to live and
reign with Christ ; and it involves also the resurrection o f
the human representatives of The Christ in what Paul de -
scribes as "a better resurrection ."—Rev. 20:6; Heb . 11 :35, 40

These two rulership phases of the messianic kingdom are
symbolized in the prophecy as "Zion" and "Jerusalem. "
(vs . 2) When fully established "the law shall go forth fro m
Zion and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem ." and the
people "will flow unto it." That time has not yet come . The
people are not yet flowing unto the mountain of the Lord .
Nor, as foretold in verse 2 of the prophecy, are the na-
tions saying, "Come, and let us go up to the mountain o f
the Lord, and to the house of the God of Jacob; and he
will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths . "
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The judgment day of the people has not yet started, a s
foretold in verse 3. Nor has the rebuking of "strong na-
tions afar off," leading to their beating swords into plow-
shares and spears into pruninghooks, yet reached thi s
stage of God's dealings with them . The strongest nations
of earth still insist that the only way to maintain peace i s
to be prepared for war; and while lip service is given to
the advantages of limiting arms, this is not due to a chang e
of philosophy or of heart, but to the staggering financial
burdens caused by the armament race .

Verse 4 declares that when the Lord's mountain is es-
tablished "they shall sit every man under his vine and un-
der his fig tree ; and [that] none shall make them afraid :
for the mouth of the Lord of hosts hath spoken it ." Here
is a possible hint that when, in the kingdom, the peopl e
learn to observe the Lord's ways, there will be a return t o
more natural ways of living than at present practiced .
Basically, of course, the vine and fig tree illustration i s
one of security and peace, which is not enjoyed in the in-
dustrial world of today . While there has been a substantia l
reduction in some countries of the hours of labor, million s
are spending hours each day traveling back and forth t o
work on traffic-choked roads, and in air contaminated with
the fumes of automobiles and trucks. And this with no rea l

assurance that they will have an opportunity to earn a
living tomorrow even under these trying conditions.

Health and Life

The prophecy of Micah 4:1-4 does not mention the great-
est of all the blessings which will reach the people durin g
the millennial kingdom of Christ ; namely, health and ever -
lasting life. In Isaiah 25:6-8, in which Christ's kingdom is
also referred to as a mountain, these crowning blessings
are foretold . We quote :
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"And in this mountain shall the Lord of hosts make unt o

all people a feast of fat things, a feast of wines on th e

lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the lees wel l

refined. And he will destroy in this mountain the face o f

the covering cast over all people, and the veil that i s

spread over all nations. He will swallow up death in vic-

tory; and the Lord God will wipe away tears from off al l

faces ; and the rebuke of his people shall he take awa y

from off all the earth . "

Thank God for his solution of all the problems brought

about by fallen man, and that even death, which ma n

brought upon himself by disobedience, will be destroyed !

—I Cor . 15 :21, 22

111111I11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 1

A Warnin g

We have been informed that a man and woman are

contacting Bible Students in various places, and under

false pretenses borrowing money from them . Do not be

deceived by the hardship stories of this couple .
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Bible Study
LESSON FOR APRIL 5

(3od'o Gift to the Earlg Church
MEMORY VERSE : "But ye shall receive power, after that th e
Holy Spirit is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unt o
Me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and
unto the uttermost part of the earth ."—Acts 1 :8

ACTS 2:14,14,36-4 2

THE Holy Spirit is the holy
power of God exercised for the
accomplishment of whateve r
purposes he may desire . In our
memory verse Jesus promise d
his disciples that in due time
they would receive power by
which they would be commis-
sioned and enabled to be hi s
witnesses unto the uttermost
part of the earth. Jesus made
this promise because the Heav-
enly Father had assured him
that he would send his Holy
Spirit, or power, upon his dedi-
cated disciples . Peter explains
this thought further, sayin g
that the resurrected Jesus was
"by the right hand of God ex-
alted, and having received of
the Father the promise of the
Holy Spirit, he hath shed forth
this, which ye do now see and
hear ."—Acts 2 :33

As our lesson indicates, there
was a great demonstration o f
power in connection with the
coming of the Holy Spirit at
Pentecost, "as of a rushing
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mighty wind, and it filled al l
the house where they were
sitting." The rushing wind wa s
not itself the Holy Spirit but
merely an outward demonstra-
tion of the fact that the holy
power of God had entered th e
room .

There was another demonstra-
tion of the presence of God's
power in the "cloven tongues
like as of fire, . . . [which] sa t
upon each of them." "They
were all filled with the Holy
Spirit," the record states, "and
began to speak with othe r
tongues ." This manifestation of
God's power at Pentecost, an d
later in the experiences of th e
Early Church, should not b e
confused with the present-day
claim of being able to speak
with tongues, called "giossola-
lia" This latter is merely a gib-
berish, not understandable to
anyone, and of no practical val-
ue to the hearer.

But at Pentecost there was a
purpose in empowering the dis-
ciples to speak with tongues .

THE DAWN



Jews were gathered there fro m
essentially all parts of the the n
known world, each speaking the
language of his adopted coun-
try . The Lord wanted a witness
concerning Jesus, given to thes e
assembled Jews, so his holy
power gave the disciples the
ability to speak in these foreig n
tongues . After all, Jesus had
said they were to be his wit-
nesses unto the uttermost part s
of the earth, and how appropri-
ate that it should begin with
those Israelites from other
countries who had come t o
Jerusalem for the annual feast
of Pentecost .

The enemies of Jesus and his
followers made the accusatio n
that the excitement which wa s
occurring was because they were
intoxicated . Peter refuted thi s
charge, and in doing so took
occasion to proclaim that Jesus
had been raised from the dead
to sit on the throne of David,
and that God had made him
both "Lord and Christ. "

"When they heard this, they
were pricked in their heart, and
said unto Peter and to the rest
of the apostles, Men and breth-
ren, what shall we do? Then
Peter said unto them, Repent,
and be baptized every one o f
you in the name of Jesus Chris t
for the remission of sins, and
ye shall receive the gift of the
Holy Spirit "

Baptism for the remission of
sins was John's baptism, and
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was limited to Israelites wh o
had transgressed the Law,
which was the case with thos e
to whom Peter witnessed a t
Pentecost . Peter called for a
genuine repentance, and obvi-
ously they were ready for this ,
for they had been "pricked in
their heart" by his message .

Genuine repentance placed
these Israelites in covenant re-
lationship with God, but unde r
Christ instead of Moses . Peter
explained that "the promise i s
unto you, and to your children,
and to all that are afar off,
even as many as the Lord our
God shall call" Here we are re -
minded that the intent of the
witness work which began a t
Pentecost was not to conver t
the world, but was designed to
reach only those whom the
Lord desired to call to the
"great salvation" being offere d
during the present age .—
Heb. 2 : 1

Peter exhorted the repentant
ones with "many other words"
of which we do not have a
record. But with the Lord's help
his witness was very effective ,
for about three thousand souls
were added to the church that
day .

QUESTION S

What is the Holy Spirit ?

What was the purpose o f
speaking with tongues ?

Explain the purpose of the
pentecostal baptism.
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LESSON FOR APRIL 1 2

the Zarig Church's lifie and fitness

MEMORY VERSE : "And we are his witnesses of these things ;
and so is also the Holy Spirit,
that obey him ."—Acts 5 :3 2

ACTS 2:43-47 ; 4 :13-22

AS OUR lesson indicates, for a
short time the Early Church
"had all things common ." Seem-
ingly this arrangement did not
continue, and for the probable
reason that even dedicated
Christians found it difficult t o
be satisfied with a common lot,
especially if some at one tim e
might have fared a little bette r
than the general average .

We have a short record o f
the difficulties which developed .
Acts 6:1 reads, "And in those
days, when the number of th e
disciples was multiplied, there
arose a murmuring of the Gre-
cians against the Hebrews, be -
cause their widows were neg-
lected in the daily ministra-
tion ." To overcome this difficul-
ty the responsibility for the
distribution of supplies was tak-
en from the apostles to give
them more time to minister in
spiritual things, and "deacons"
were appointed to care for the
temporal things of the church .
But apparently this arrange-
ment did not operate too well

whom God has given to them

either, and we read no more
about the arrangements .

Many miracles were per-
formed by the apostles . Thi s
was essential in order to demon-
strate that they did indeed en-
joy the blessing of God. The
desired result was attained, for
we read that fear—more prop-
erly, reverence—"came upon
every soul." There was a swee t
fellowship of the believers in
those early days of the church.

"They, continuing daily with
one accord in the temple, and
breaking bread from house t o
house, did eat their meat with
gladness and singleness o f
heart, praising God, and havin g
favor with all the people. And
the Lord added to the church
daily such as should be saved. "
(2 :46, 47) We are glad for th e
information that it was the
Lord who added to the church.
When human wisdom attempts
this it usually does not work
out so well .

ACTS 4 :13-22
It was soon after Pentecos t

that the Apostle Peter preached
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that marvelous sermon con-
cerning "the times of restitu-
tion of all things, which Go d
hath spoken by the mouth o f
all his holy prophets since the
world began." (Acts 3 :19-23) Thi s
sermon was prompted by the
miracle performed by Peter an d
John—the healing of a man who
had been lame from birth .
Peter explained that whe n
Jesus returned there would b e
a restitution, or restoration of
all things .

Certain religious rulers wer e
"grieved that they taught th e
people, and preached through
Jesus the resurrection from the
dead, and they laid hands on
them, and put them in hold un-
to the next day: for it was now
eventide . " (Acts 4 :2, 3) The next
morning they brought Peter
and John forth from prison fo r
trial, and "they asked, By what
power, or by what name, have
ye done this?" that is, heale d
the lame man .

Without hesitancy Peter re -
plied, "Be it known unto yo u
all, and to all the people of Is-
rael, that by the name of Jesu s
Christ of Nazareth, whom y e
crucified, whom God raised
from the dead, even by him
doth this man stand here be-
fore you whole ." (vs. 10) The
rulers were amazed by thi s
forthright reply, and we read
that when "they saw the bold-
ness of Peter and John, and
perceived that they were un -
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learned and ignorant men, the y
marvelled; and they took knowl-
edge of them, that they ha d
been with . Jesus."—vs . 1 3

Jesus was kind and loving
and sympathetic, but he was al -
so courageous ; the religious rul-
ers had been impressed with
this, and now saw that his
apostles were likewise coura-
geous . But there was not much
they could do about it. The
news of the great miracle Peter
and John had performed ha d
spread, and to injure or im-
prison those who so manifestl y
had God's favor working for
them would be unwise .

So they warned these zealous
followers of the Master t o
cease preaching in the name o f
Jesus . They probably had littl e
faith that the apostles would
heed their warning, which the y
did not. Their reply to their
persecutors simply was, "Wheth-
er it be right in the sight o f
God to hearken unto you more
than unto God, judge ye . For
we cannot but speak the thing s
which we have seen and heard ."
Our memory verse further em-
phasizes the fact that those i n
the Early Church were personal-
ly witnesses of the working o f
God's mighty power .

QUESTION S
Did the communal practice o f

the Early Church continue ?

Explain the background of the
second section of the lesson.
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LESSON FOR APRIL 1 9

the (5oBpel for il l
MEMORY VERSE : "There is neither Jew nor Greek, there i s
neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female : for ye
are all one in Christ Jesus."—Galatians 3 :2 8

GALATIANS 3 :7-14,26-29
THE topic of our lesson, "The
Gospel for All," stresses the
scriptural fact that the Lord
did not intend that the Gospel
message should long be restrict-
ed to one nation, or even to
several nations . We know, in-
deed, that Jesus instructed his
followers to go into all the
world and preach the Gospel ,
not to convert the whole worl d
in the present age, but to
reach and enlighten those whom
the Lord would call into the
church of Christ.—Acts 2 :39

It was not easy for the early
disciples to acquire this world-
wide concept of the ministry.
By birth they were all Israel-
ites, and had been schooled in
the belief that they alone were
God's special people . Through
one of his prophets God had
said to them, "You only have I
known of all the families of the
earth." (Amos 3 :2) When Jesu s
first sent out his disciples into
the ministry he limited the
scope of their efforts to the
Jewish nation.—Matt . 10 :5, 6

True, Jesus later did exten d
the reach of his commission t o
embrace the whole world, bu t
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his followers were slow to
grasp the thought of workin g
among the Gentiles. We call t o
mind the experience of Peter ,
to whom the Lord gave a
special revelation in order t o
induce him to go and preach
the Gospel to Cornelius, th e
first Gentile convert . Obeying
the instructions of the Lord ,
Peter did go to the home of
Cornelius, and he said, "Of a
truth I perceive that God is no
respecter of persons: but in
every nation he that feareth
him, and worketh righteousness ,
is accepted with him." (Acts
10 :34, 35) Cornelius accepted the
message which Peter preached,
and the Holy Spirit came upon
him, even as it had upon th e
Jews at Pentecost.

It is also well to note that th e
blessings promised in the Gos-
pel are for all, upon the basis
of belief and obedience . The
Gospel was preached to Abra -
ham, and in that early declara-
tion of his purpose the assur-
ance was given by God that he
intended to bless all the fami-
lies or nations of the earth .
(Gen . 12 :3) This blessing was to
come through the "Seed" o f
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Abraham, but what Abraham
did not know at that time wa s
that this "Seed" would be the
Redeemer and Messiah of Israe l
and the world .

But Paul makes this very
plain, for after reminding us
that the Gospel was preached
beforehand to Abraham, h e
wrote, "Now to Abraham and
his seed were the promises
made . Iie saith not, And t o
seeds, as of many; but as o f
one, And to thy seed, which i s
Christ ." (Gal . 3:16) The man
Christ Jesus was a direct de-
scendant of Abraham, but it
was his faith in the Father' s
promises, and his complete dedi-
cation to do the Father's will,
that qualified him to be the
"Seed" of blessing referred to
in the promise made to Abra-
ham .

And in our lesson Paul in-
forms us of a larger faith seed :
"For ye are all the children o f
God by faith in Christ Jesus .
For as many of you as hav e
been baptized into Christ hav e
put on Christ . . . . And if ye b e
Christ's, then are ye Abraham's
seed, and heirs according to th e
promise ."—vss . 26, 27,29

To be baptized into Christ
means to be baptized into hi s
death. It is the burial of ou r
wills into the will of God as ex-
pressed through Christ Jesus
our Lord . (Rom. 6:4,5) And, as
Paul explains, those who, i n
this age, enter into this sacred
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relationship with Christ are
counted by the Lord as part of
the faith seed of Abraham, that
larger "Seed" through which al l
the families of the earth are to
be blessed .

This favored class are them -
selves blessed by being calle d
to association with Jesus, an d
in being exalted in the resur-
rection to the divine nature to
live and reign with him. But
this does not end the outflo w
of the blessings promised . This
is more particularly a prepara-
tion of the channel of blessing ,
which, during the messianic
kingdom, will reach out to all
the families of the earth ac -
cording to the promise . Thes e
will be earthly blessings—for
the obedient of that time a
restoration to perfection of life
on the earth .

And just as our memory
verse indicates, these blessing s
will not be limited to any one
nation, even as the present
privilege of joint-heirship wit h
Christ is not limited; for, as
Peter explained, "God is no re -
specter of persons . "

QUESTION S
Why was it difficult for th e

first believers to see that th e

Gospel was to be preached t o
all nations ?

Who, primarily, is the prom-
ised "Seed" of Abraham ?

Who will share this high
honor with him?
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LESSON FOR APRIL 26

3eru8alem and 3ejond
MEMORY VERSE : "For we cannot but speak the things whic h
we have seen and heard ."—Acts 4 :2 0

ACTS 8 :1-5 ; 11 :1-1 8
THROUGH the Prophet Isaiah
the Lord informs us that hi s
Word accomplishes that which
he pleases . (Isa . 55:8-11) God' s
Word itself is very powerful in
the hearts and lives of thos e
who are dedicated to the doing
of his will. Through Jesus
Christ, the Lord had made i t
clear that he desired that his
Word, the Gospel, should b e
proclaimed unto the uttermos t
parts of the earth, and those i n
every part of the age who have
been dedicated to the Lor d
have gladly served as ambassa-
dors for Christ to the full ex -
tent of their opportunity an d
ability .

Besides, God's providence s
serve to accomplish the pur-
poses set forth in his Word,
and even the wrath of his ene-
mies is made to serve the di-
vine purpose at opportun e
times . We have an example of
this in connection with Saul's
persecution of the Early Church .
This mistaken man had co-oper-
ated in connection with the
stoning of Stephen, and he
went forth from this scene on
a mission of general persecu-
tion .
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It was a dark day for the
faithful brethren of that time,
yet the Lord turned it to good.
Naturally there was a scatter-
ing of the brethren, and the
record is, "They that were scat-
tered abroad went everywhere
preaching the Word ." "Philip
went down to the city of Sa-
maria, and preached Christ un-
to them." The brethren wer e
being persecuted, but one o f
the results was a broadening o f
the witness of the Gospel .

ACTS 11 :1-1 8

In this section of the lesson
we find the providences of Go d
operating even more directly in
connection with a wider minis-
try of the Gospel . Here we find
Peter defending his action in
connection with preaching th e
Gospel to Cornelius, the firs t
Gentile convert . He tells of be-
ing in the city of Joppa, an d
praying. "In a trance" he says,
"I saw a vision, A certain vessel
descend, as it had been a grea t
sheet, let down from heaven by
four corners ; and it came eve n
to me : upon the which when I
fastened mine eyes, I considered ,
and saw fourfooted beasts of
the earth, and wild beasts, an d
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creeping things, and fowls of
the air. And I heard a voic e
saying unto me, Arise, Peter ;
slay and eat . But I said, Not so ,
Lord: for nothing common or
unclean hath at any time en-
tered into my mouth . But the
voice answered me again from
heaven, What God hath cleansed ,
that call not thou common."—
Acts 11 : '5 . 9

The sheet appeared thre e
times, and then Peter awoke,
and as he explains, "there were
three men already come into
the house where I was, sent
from Caesarea unto me" Pe-
ter was directed by the Holy
Spirit to go with these three
men . Arriving at their destina-
tion, they entered into the
house of Cornelius, who ex-
plained that an angel had spo-
ken to him, directing that he
send to Joppa for "Simon,
whose surname is Peter ." The
angel had said to Cornelius that
Simon, or Peter, "shall tell thee
words, whereby thou and all
thy house shall be saved . "

Armed with this information,
and with the background of his
own vision to guide him, Peter
was prompted to proclaim th e
message to this Gentile and his
household . He was doubtless
guided in this as well as a t
other times by the sentiments
of our memory verse: "We
cannot but speak the things
which we have seen and heard ."
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As he spoke to this little
company of Gentiles the Hol y
Spirit fell on them, he explains ,
"as on us at the beginning," re-
ferring to the experience of the
Jewish brethren at Pentecost .
Peter also remembered a state-
ment by Jesus, "John indeed
baptized with water ; but ye
shall be baptized with the Hol y
Spirit."

Here Peter gives clear evi-
dence that he was not bein g
guided by emotion, or by his
own wishes in this matter, bu t
by the Word of the Lord . Hi s
own prejudice might hav e
caused him to doubt the true
meaning of what he saw takin g
place, but he chose rather to
be guided by the Word of th e
Lord. This is a wonderful ex-
ample for every Christian.

Peter was very difinite in his
stand on the matter . He said,
"Forasmuch then as God gave
them the like gift as he did un-
to us, who believed on the Lord
Jesus Christ ; what was I, that I
could withstand God?" Whe n
Peter's accusers heard these
things they ceased their opposi-
tion, acknowledging that "Go d
also to the Gentiles granted re-
pentance unto life ."

QUESTION S

How did God overrule the
persecutions by Saul ?

How was Peter convinced that
he should preach the Gospel to
Gentiles?
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Christian Life and Doctrin e

Manifestations of Discipleshi p

"Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and la-
bor of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ ,
in the sight of God and our Father."—1 Thessalonians 1 : 3

DISCIPLES of Christ are those who have accepted Jesus a s
their Redeemer and Savior, and have dedicated their live s
to the divine cause represented in him by accepting his
invitation to take up their cross and follow in his footstep s
even unto death. The word "disciple" means "one that
receives instruction from another," and of course the dis-
ciples of Christ receive their instructions from Jesu s
whom they accept as their Master, whose instructions re-
flect the will of their Heavenly Father.

Jesus said of Nathanael, "Behold an Israelite indeed, in
whom is no guile." (John 1:47) This implies that there
were those in Jesus' day who were looked upon as Israel-
ites, but who in reality were not, in that their lives wer e
not sufficiently in tune with the will of the God of Israel ;
and because of this they did not accept Jesus as their prom-
ised Messiah. The same is true with respect to spiritua l
Israel of the Gospel Age, made up of the disciples of Christ .
There are "disciples indeed," and then there are those wh o
accept this name, professing to be followers of Jesus, who
are disciples in name only, inasmuch as they do not comply
with the teachings of the Master.

Sincerity of heart is one of the basic qualifications fo r
true discipleship, and those who are sincere will endeavo r
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to manifest their professions, not by mere words but als o
by deeds . The Apostle John wrote, "My little children, le t
us not love in word, neither in tongue ; but in deed and in
truth. And hereby we know that we are of the truth, and
shall assure our hearts before him ."—I John 3:18, 1 9

The brethren at Thessalonica, to whom our text is ad -
dressed, were evidently very faithful, "in deed and in
truth," demonstrating the genuineness of their profession s
as disciples, for Paul commended them for their "labor o f
love," their "work of faith," and their "patience of hope . "
Every true disciple of Christ must needs be filled with
love, possess a mountain-moving faith, and be patient an d
longsuffering in his service of the Lord, the truth, and th e
brethren .

Love Labors

There are various ways in which love labors . To the He-
brew brethren Paul wrote, "God is not unrighteous to for-
get your work and labor of love, which ye have showed
toward his name, in that ye have ministered to the saints,
and do minister ." (Heb. 6 :10) Here the labor of love re-
ferred to is on behalf of the brethren, and this is in keep-
ing with the Master's instruction that we should love on e
another as he loved us, and his love for us induced him t o
lay down his life on our behalf . "We ought to lay dow n
our lives for the brethren," John wrote, in his admonitio n
to be filled with love .—I John 3:16

The labor of love is voluntary . One may be constraine d
by love, but not compelled. Love is unselfishness, and is o f
God. In God we have the superlative example of love . Al l
of God's creative works are, from one standpoint, evidences
of his love. He did not need the things he created. They
were for the benefit of his creatures . The outstanding dem-
onstration of God's love is in the gift of his only begotten
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Son to be the Redeemer and Savior of the world . God "s o
loved" that he gave Jesus, we read .John 3:16

In a number of instances in the New Testament th e
Greek word agape, meaning "love," is translated "charity."
While most students prefer the word "love " rather than
"charity," yet basically pure charity comes closer in mean-
ing to what the Scriptures indicate divine love to be . Chari-
ty is the act of giving to those from whom there can be n o
hope of a return . This was true in God's gift of his Son . In
accepting this gift it is with the understanding that ther e
is nothing we can do to repay . All we can do is to expres s
our appreciation by accepting the gift and devoting our
lives wholeheartedly to the One who gave it .

Yes, love labors, love gives ; and thus love manifests it-
self in the service of the Lord, the truth, and the brethren .
Where love fills the heart there will be labors of love .
There will be daily sacrifices on behalf of others, especial-
ly the brethren . There will be a burning zeal to serve th e
Lord, and to show forth his praises . When there are n o
such manifestations of love it simply means that love is
lacking.

Paul mentions other manifestations of love in the hearts
and lives of disciples . We quote, "Love suffereth long, an d
in kind; love envieth not ; love vaunteth not itself, is not
puffed up ; doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not
her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil ; rejoiceth
not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth ; beareth al l
things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all
things. Love never faileth." (I Cor . 13 :4-8) It is not to be
expected that in our fallen flesh we can be so filled with
love as to measure up fully to these various qualities, but
if we have the heart desire to do so they will be manifes t
to a large extent in our association with the brethren, and
also with those with whom we come into contact in th e
world .
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Work of Fait h

Paul also commended the brethren at Thessalonica fo r
their "work of faith ." This is a very fitting expression, for
actually where true faith exists there will inevitably be th e
"work of faith ." James summed this up for us very nicely
when he wrote, "Faith, if it hath not works, is dead, bein g
alone. Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have
works: show me thy faith without thy works, and I wil l
show thee my faith by my works ." (James 2:17, 18) The
illustration which James used was the case of a poor man
and of a rich man who came to the meetings of the breth-
ren. If the poor man is ignored, and the rich man catered
to, it reveals a lack of faith .

There are various ways by which faith works . In the 11th
chapter of Hebrews Paul mentions many of these . "By
faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice tha n
Cain" ; "By faith Noah, being warned of God of things no t
seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the sav-
ing of his house" ; "By faith Abraham when he was calle d
of God to go out into a place which he should after receiv e
for an inheritance, obeyed" ; "Through faith also Sarah re-
ceived strength to conceive seed, and was delivered of a
child when she was past age" ; "By faith Abraham, whe n
he was tried, offered up Isaac" ; "By faith Jacob, when he
was a dying, blessed both the sons of Joseph" ; "By faith
Joseph, when he died, made mention of the departing o f
the children of Israel ; and gave commandment concerning
his bones" ; "By faith Moses, when he was come to years, re -
fused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter ; choosing
rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to
enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season ."

These are but some of the manifestations of faith Pau l
gleaned from the faithfulness of the Ancient Worthy class .
Then he adds, "What shall I more say? for time would fai l
me to tell of Gedeon, and of Barak, and of Samson, and of
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Jephthae; of David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets :
who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteous-
ness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions ,
quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of th e
sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant
in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens . Women
received their dead raised to life again : and others were
tortured, not accepting deliverance . "

Here Paul mentions the accomplishments of faith in
cases where the Lord rewarded the faithful in ways that
demonstrated his pleasure with them . Then he continues ,
"And others had trials of cruel mockings and scourgings ,
yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonments . They were
stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain
with the sword : they wandered about in sheepskins an d
goatskins ; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; (of whom
the world was not worthy :) they wandered in deserts, and
in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth."

These experiences came to the Ancient Worthies be -
cause, through their faith, they stood for the Lord's cause
and would not compromise with the powers of evil, b y
which they were surrounded . A good illustration in point
is the case of Daniel's three friends who refused to bo w
down to the image which had been set up at the order o f
Nebuchadnezzar . Those who refused to worship this imag e
were to be cast into a fiery furnace and destroyed. When
given a second chance, and after a warning from Nebuchad-
nezzar, these faithful stalwarts said, "If it be so, our Go d
whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fier y
furnace, and will deliver us out of thine hand, 0 king. But
if not, be it known unto thee, 0 king, that we will not serve
thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast
set up."—Dan. 3:17, 18

Here the work of faith was the refusal to worship the
golden image which Nebuchadnezzar had set up . These
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three Hebrews had faith to believe that their God, Jehovah ,
was able to deliver them from a cruel death in a fiery fur-
nace. On the other hand, they did not know whether o r
not this would be his will for them. But faith worked to
give them victory over temptation, regardless of what the

outcome might be . They had faith to believe that if the y
died it was because their God saw that this would be best .
Their real hope was deliverance in the "better resur-
rection."

Proclaiming the Messag e

When Paul commended the Thessalonian brethren fo r
their work of faith, he was referring to their activity i n
proclaiming the Gospel of Christ . This comes to light in

the context. Beginning with the verse after our text, we
quote: "Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God .
For our Gospel came not unto you in word only, but als o
in power, and in the Holy Spirit, and in much assurance ;
as ye know what manner of men we were among you fo r
your sake . And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord ,
having received the word in much affliction, with joy o f
the Holy Spirit ; so that ye were ensamples to all that be-
lieve in Macedonia and Achaia . For from you sounded out
the word of the Lord not only in Macedonia and Achaia ,
but also in every place your faith to God-ward is spread
abroad; so that we need not to speak anything."—vss . 4-8

This is a remarkable statement . Paul speaks of the man-
ner in which he witnessed the Gospel to those who had be -
come disciples in Thessalonica . His zeal and faithfulness
had been manifested to them . He mentions that they ha d
become followers of him, even as he was of Christ, emu-
lating his missionary zeal in proclaiming the good tidings .

Because of this they, in turn, had become ensamples "to

all that believe in Macedonia and Achaia ." Then he ex -

plains why: "For from you sounded out the word of the
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Lord, . . . in every place your faith to God-ward is spread
abroad . "

Jesus, our Master, our Teacher, whose disciples we pro-
fess to be, left instructions that we should be his witnesse s
throughout the earth . If we have faith in him and in his
leadership, we will obey his instructions . A failure whole-
heartedly to obey would be an evidence of the lack of faith ,
for this particular work of faith would be absent from our
daily lives . Let us be, rather, like the Thessalonian breth-
ren, who sounded forth the Word of the Lord far and wid e
and thus gave evidence of their faithfulness in followin g
the example set for them by Paul, following him as he
followed the Lord Jesus, who himself also was faithful in
proclaiming the Gospel of the kingdom .

Patiently Hoping

Paul also mentions the Thessalonian brethren's "patienc e
of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ ." Paul wrote, "We are
saved by hope : but hope that is seen is not hope ; for what
a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for?" (Rom . 8 :24) As
disciples of Christ we hope for the things which the Lor d
has promised, the things which we do not yet see . Chief
among these in the Early Church was the return of Chris t
and the setting up of his kingdom in which they hoped t o
live and reign with him . We rejoice to realize that the
second presence of Christ is now a reality, but we are stil l
waiting for the fulfilment of the hope of living and reign-
ing with Christ. So we, like the disciples in the Early
Church, are patiently waiting for the realization of our
hope .

This waiting requires patience and endurance, becaus e
while we are waiting there are trials to endure . Paul again
wrote, "We glory in tribulations also : knowing that tribula-
tion worketh patience ; and patience, experience ; and ex-
perience, hope: and hope maketh not ashamed : because the
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love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit
which is given unto us."—Rom. 5:3-5

In Hebrews 10 :36-38 the return of Christ is directly as-
sociated with the disciples' need of patience. We quote :
"For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done th e
will of God, ye might receive the promise. For yet a little
while, and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry .
Now the just shall live by faith : but if any man draw back ,
my soul shall have no pleasure in him." And again, in
James 5 :7, 8 : "Be patient therefore, brethren, unto th e
coming of the Lord . Behold, the husbandman waiteth fo r
the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for
it, until he receive the early and the latter rain . Be ye also
patient; stablish your hearts : for the coming of the Lor d
draweth nigh ."

In the Lord's providence he has often permitted hi s
people to suppose that developments in the outworking of
his plan were closer to hand than they have often turne d
out to be . This is particularly true with respect to the re -
turn of Christ and the establishment of his kingdom . Many
of the disciples in the Early Church believed that Christ' s
return was very near . Peter and others were able to se e
before they finished their course that it would not tak e
place in their day, yet it is doubtful if any realized that s o
many centuries would elapse before this outstanding de-
velopment in the divine plan would take place .

But even so, this glorious hope was so precious that
every day they waited for its realization called for the ex-
ercise of patience and endurance . It was so with the breth-
ren at Thessalonica . But judging from Paul's observation
in our text, they patiently waited for the fulfilment o f
their hope in the proper way by continuing to be active in
the service . They actively waited .

(Continued on page 34)
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The Same Test Today

While we, at this end of the age, are in a much more
favorable position with respect to the outworking of the
divine plan than were those in the Early Church, never-
theless, the test of patiently enduring is upon us also . We
would all like to see a speedy realization of our kingdo m
hopes, but we have no assurance as to just how soon thi s
will be. We are also called upon to continue laying down
our lives in the service of the Lord without knowing ho w
much longer we will be called upon thus to serve, sacri-
fice, and suffer .

This is why we need the "patience of hope" ; that is, the
patience which will enable us to maintain our hope regard-
less of how long the waiting time might be, and no matte r
how severe our experiences in the service may be while
we are actively waiting . This is indeed a test of endurance .
Let us not lose our "first love" enthusiasm for the trut h
and its service simply because there is a seeming delay i n
the fruition of our hopes . God is a perfect Timekeeper ,
and every detail of his plan is working out exactly when he
has decreed that it should . If to us the vision seems to
"tarry," let us realize that this is not actually the case, bu t
that the Lord is testing our "patience of hope," and watch-
ing to see how zealous in his service we will continue to b e
no matter how long the wait may be .

When Paul assured the Hebrew brethren that God wa s
not unrighteous to forget their labor of love he added, "We
desire that every one of you do show the same diligence to
the full assurance of hope unto the end ." (Heb . 6:10, 11) It
is not enough that our labor of love and work of faith con-
tinue either for a short time or for many years . The test
of true discipleship is faithfulness to the very end of the
narrow way, "even unto death ."—Rev. 2:10
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In the Parable of the Sower Jesus said, "That on th e
good ground are they, which in an honest and good heart ,
having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit wit h

patience ." (Luke 8:11-15) The parable speaks of some seed

which falls among thorns . Of this class Jesus said, "That
which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have
heard, go forth, and are choked with cares and riches and
pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to perfection . "

—vs. 14

All of the Lord's disciples need to be on the alert lest th e
cares of this life unduly interfere with their "work of

faith, and labor of love ." Patient continuance in well-doin g
is the best safeguard against this danger, together, of
course, with prayer for unfailing strength to continue

laboring until the Lord says, "Well done, thou good an d

faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things ,
I will make thee ruler over many things : enter thou into

the joy of thy Lord . "—Matt . 25 :21, 2 3

Weeklg Prager Meeting Texts

APRIL 2—"As we have there -
fore opportunity, let us do good
unto all men, especially unt o
them who are of the household
of faith ."—Galatians 6 :10 (Z .'03 -
121 Hymn 312 A)

APRIL 9—"Know ye not tha t
they which run in a race run
all, but one receiveth the
prize? So run, that ye may ob-
tain."—I Corinthians 9 :24 (Z .
'95-93 Hymn 20 )

APRIL I6—"They shall be Mine,
saith the Lord of hosts, in that
day when I make up My jewels ;
and I will spare them as a man
spareth his own son that servet h
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him."—Malachi 3 :17 (Z . '03-22 3
Hymn 6 )

APRIL 23—"That on goo d
ground are they , which in an
honest and good heart, havin g
heard the Word, keep it, an d
bring forth fruit with pa-
tience ."—Luke 8 :15 (Z. '03-40 8
Hymn 198 )

APRIL 30—"Ye are a chose n
generation, a royal priesthood ,
a holy nation, a peculiar people ;
that ye should show forth th e
praises of Him who hath called
you out of darkness into His
marvelous light."—I Peter 2 : 9
(Z . '03-165 Hymn 8)
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Suffering with Christ

"For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also
suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should fol-
low in his steps : who did no sin, neither was guile found in
his mouth: who, when he was reviled, reviled not again ;
when he suffered, he threatened not ; but committed him -
self to him that judgeth righteously ."—1 Peter 2 :21-23

IT IS a mistaken idea that Christians should except to b e
exempt from trials, and that the degree of their Christiani-
ty would be manifested by the material prosperity an d
happiness with which they are blessed . Apart from an un-
derstanding of the divine plan, however, this view repre-
sents what obviously should be the result of faithfulness to
the Lord . In fact, there are many scriptures which sho w
that ultimately those who are in harmony with God will
indeed be blessed with material good things; but these
texts of Scripture apply to the future kingdom period i n
the plan of God and not to the present .

The disciples who left their fishing and other businesses
to follow the Master did so because they believed him t o
be the Messiah of promise . They expected that through
the Messiah there would come deliverance to Israel, and
blessings to all nations . They visualized Jesus as becoming
a mighty King over all the earth, and hoped that they
might share in some manner in his kingdom glory . There
were many messianic promises in the Old Testament
which, wrongly applied to his first advent, seemed to justi-
fy such an expectation . But there was one important thing
which they overlooked, and this Jesus explained to the m
after his resurrection ; namely, that Christ must suffer and
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die for the world before the promised kingdom blessing s

could come .

Just as those original disciples of Jesus overlooked th e
prophecies pertaining to his suffering and death, so many
since have failed to realize that these foretold suffering s
of Christ were not completed at Calvary . Failing to see
this, they have mistakenly supposed that the next thing in
order after the death and resurrection of Jesus should b e
the establishment of his kingdom and the bestowing o f
material blessings upon those who accept him as their Re-
deemer and King. This lack of understanding has led t o
all sorts of misconceptions of the Christian life, and the
manner in which the faithful followers of the Master

should expect to be blessed .

In his first epistle, Peter leaves no doubt in the mind of
the attentive reader that when the Holy Spirit testified
through the prophets concerning "the sufferings of Christ ,
and the glory that should follow," the followers of Jesus ,
as well as Jesus himself, were included in their testimony .
He says, for example, "Think it not strange concerning th e

fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strang e
thing happened unto you : but rejoice, inasmuch as ye ar e

partakers of Christ's sufferings . " (I Pet . 1 :11; 4:12, 13) This ,

then, is the true significance of Peter's words in our text i n

which he explains that in Jesus' persecution, suffering, and
death he left us an example that we should follow in hi s

steps .

Yes, the sufferings of Christ are still going on, and the
true followers of the Master should expect no differen t
treatment from the world and from nominal churchianity

than that received by the Master . "For even hereunto were

ye called," asserts the apostle . Yes, we are called to suffer

and to die; to be reviled and persecuted ; to sacrifice com-
forts, time, strength, means, friends—all that we love an d
hold dear as natural men and women—in order that we
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may devote ourselves to the one purpose of following th e
Master into death .

Jesus' suffering was not a case of doing penance, with
no practical good resulting therefrom . He suffered because
he went about doing good. So selfish and fallen were the
unbelievers with whom he mingled that his good was mis-
construed by them as being evil; and they reviled him ,
speaking all manner of evil against him . The Christian is
called to endure the same kind of treatment, and largel y
for the same reason . If we suffer as evildoers, or as busy -
bodies, or for any other reason than that we have been
faithful in doing the good works of God, then we have n o
cause for thankfulness. But if we do good and suffer for
it, as Jesus did, then we can rejoice, "for even hereunt o
were ye called . "

Jesus was not reviled because there was anything abou t
him which could properly be reviled, for he was perfect .
But Jesus was willing to be reviled because he knew tha t
it was a part of the suffering he was undergoing on behal f
of the fallen race . He knew that the world was out of har-
mony with God, but because he loved the people, he wa s
laying down his life that they might be reconciled to God ;
so he reviled not again . He suffered it and rejoiced in it .

There is much in the fallen flesh of the Christian that
merits criticism ; but, as nearly as possible, our lives should
be such that it can be said of us as it was prophesied o f
Jesus, and as he said, "They hated me without a cause ."
(Ps . 35:19; 69:4; John 15:25) And if we catch the true in-
spiration of the call to fellowship in the sufferings of Chris t
we, like Jesus, will not want to revile when others revile
us. We will look at the experience rather as evidence tha t
we have been accepted for sacrifice, and that the Lord i s
permitting the necessary experiences to train us for th e
glorious future work of blessing mankind . When the suf-
ferings of The Christ are complete, then the promises of
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material health and happiness and everlasting life on the
earth will be fulfilled on behalf of all who then obey "that
prophet."—Acts 3:23

Mercy and Forgiveness

In the divine economy the "sufferings of Christ" afford
each one in the body an opportunity to develop and prac-
tice the divine qualities of mercy and forgiveness . Every
infraction of the divine law, beginning with the transgres-
sion of Adam, has been an act of opposition to God; some

acting in ignorance and some wilfully. But God's mercy has
been displayed . He sent his Son to redeem the rebelliou s
ones, and he is preparing the church, in association wit h
Jesus, to be the channel through which the blessings pro-
vided by his love are to be dispensed . It follows, then, that
those who are co-workers with God in these loving arrange-
ments must themselves be like him in character . They must
be merciful as he is merciful.

And how important it is that the Heavenly Father' s
mercy be extended toward us! For do we not ourselve s
often trespass against the Lord in thought, word, an d
deed? Realizing our own need to be dealt with upon th e
basis of mercy should help us the more willingly to besto w
mercy upon those who trespass against us . Jesus said,

"Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy."

(Matt . 5 :7) They received the blessedness of the Father' s
mercy extended toward them, and they are also blessed in
their exercise of mercy toward others . A full following of
the will of God in this respect cannot help but bring a
realization of that blessed peace of God which passeth hu-
man reasoning and understanding .

While the worldly-minded imagine that to exercise mercy
and forgiveness is a display of weakness, yet the Christia n

knows that the very opposite is true . It takes strength and
courage to forgive ; but oh the blessings which are derived
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through the exercise of mercy! What greater joy is there
in the Christian life than that which accrues to the on e
who extends mercy and forgiveness toward those who hav e
reviled or otherwise endeavored to injure him !

The spirit of forgiveness should be from the heart . A
mere outward act of mercy to which the heart does not as-
sent does not fill the divine requirement . On this point the
Master said, "If ye from your hearts forgive not every one
his brother their trespasses," we need not expect our
Heavenly Father to forgive us our trespasses against him .
—Matt. 18 :3 5

We are confident that God forgives from the heart . Hi s
mercy is thus manifested toward us, and toward the whol e
world of mankind . What a privilege it is to be invited into
a partnership with him in the outworking of a plan throug h
which mercy and forgiveness is to be extended to all . Al l
who receive life, whether in the church, or in the restore d
earth, will do so because mercy has been extended to them .
Shall we not, then, rejoice in all the experiences whic h
help us to develop this godlike characteristic !

But if when we are reviled we strike back in like manne r
it shows that we have not yet fully learned this importan t
lesson. We are in the school of Christ to learn ; and pri-
marily that which we are learning in this school is to b e
like Christ, and like the Heavenly Father . Let us, then,
earnestly endeavor to root out of our hearts every selfish ,
vengeful motive, and be filled with the spirit which filled
the Master—the spirit which enabled him to bless thos e
who despitefully used him . We need thus to be filled wit h
the spirit of divine love and mercy, that we may be quali-
fied to share in the future kingdom work of bestowin g
God's promised blessings upon the world .
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The British Section

~I,ge tie

7tavt5lotmer

"Be not conformed to thi s
world : but be ye transforme d
by the renewing of your mind ,
that ye may prove what is tha t
good, and acceptable, and per-
fect, will of God."

—Romans 12: 2

IN OUR text, the Greek wor d
rendered "transformed" i s
metamorphoo . It is closely re-
lated in meaning to our Eng-
lish word "metamorphosis, "
which is defined in Nuttall's
dictionary to signify, "trans -
formation, as the chrysalis in-
to a winged insect." These
changes in the case of a but-
terfly are first the egg, then
the caterpillar, from caterpil-
lar to chrysalis, and finally in-
to the butterfly.

These changes are more
radical than one might at firs t
suppose . The caterpillar, for
example, ravenously eats
leaves, and its mouth and di-
gestive organs are adapted for

BRITISH SECTION

this type of food. The butter-
fly, on the contrary, has a
mouth which is suctorial i n
structure and function. This is
located at the end of a small
"trunk," and thus is well
adapted to suck the nectar
from flowers; and the diges-
tive organs of the butterfl y
are suitable for the assimila-
tion, not of leaves, but of
honey .

In the caterpillar there are
scores of muscles, which i n
the butterfly are replaced by
others of a form and struc-
ture entirely different. The
caterpillar is earth-bound, bu t
when transformed into a but-
terfly, becomes an entirely
different creature, for it can
fly. This change from one
form to another is not direct
or instantaneous . There is
that intermediate state, the
chrysalis, the seeming death-
like condition of which is a
most remarkable phenomeno n
of insect metamorphosis in
which the caterpillar is actu-
ally put to death. The process
is remarkable, incapacitatin g
the caterpillar for a continu-
ance of its previous way of
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living, while preparing for it s
future existence as a butter -
fly.

We think that in this ther e
is a good illustration of the
manner in which we are being
transformed as "new crea -
tures in Christ Jesus ." The
basic condition upon whic h
this may be successfully ac-
complished is that we be ful-
ly and completely consecrate d
to God—our bodies presente d
as a "living sacrifice." (Rom .
12 :1, 2) Each faithful follower
of Jesus is called out from a
fallen, sinful race . The condi-
tion of the call is that the ol d
creature be put to death, and
that a new creature—begotte n
by the Holy Spirit—be de-
veloped .

As in the case of the chry-
salis, this is a remarkable
process — "incapacitating us

for a continuance of our pre-
vious way of living, while at
the same time preparing u s
for a future life ." Day by day,
through divine assistance, we
are transformed, growing in
heavenly knowledge and the
graces of the Holy Spirit .
Thus the "inward man" de-
velops spiritually while th e
"outward man" perishes . (II
Cor. 4:16) This process com-
plete; we shall be exalted i n
the "first resurrection" to

heights unimaginable, even t o
the divine nature . We wil l
then be privileged to reign
with Christ in his gloriou s
kingdom which is to bless al l
the families of the earth .

Mortal man cannot conceive
of so marvelous a work and
so great a glory, and we sure-
ly realize our own unworthi-
ness of such stupendous di-
vine grace and mercy . "But
God, who is rich in mercy, for
his great love wherewith he
loved us, even when we were
dead in sins, hath quickened
us together with Christ, (b y
grace ye are saved ;) and hath
raised us up together, and
made us sit together in heav-
enly places in Christ Jesus :
that in the ages to come he
might shew the exceeding
riches toward us through
Christ Jesus ."—Eph. 2 :4-7

Our present privileged posi-
tion is being "in Christ"—"If
any man be in Christ he is
[not the same old creatur e
but] a new creature . " (II Cor .
5:17) We are being trans-
formed by the renewing o f
our minds . A new mind is be-
ing formed, begotten not of
the will of man, but of God
—"Of his own will begat he
us with the Word of truth . "
—James 1 :1 8
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A special spiritual treasure
is being developed in our
earthen vessel, and the earth-
bound, grub-like tendencies
are to be put to death . We ar e
to "put off" according to th e
former course of life that
"old man" which is corrupted
by deceitful desires, and w e
are to "put on the new man,
which after God is created in
righteousness and true holi-
ness ."—Eph. 4 :22-24

During the chrysalis meta-
morphosis state the caterpil-
lar existence is put to death ,
and at the same time there is
a - preparation for a new, and
quite different, future exis-
tence . In this connection how
forceful are the apostle's
words, "If ye through the
Spirit do mortify [put to
death] the deeds of the body ,
ye shall live ." (Rom. 8 :13) Re-
pression, mortification, death ,
must be going on all the time
with respect to the fleshly
mind, the earth-bound tenden-
cies, that the new mind may
be made manifest.

Our Heavenly Father ask s
from us a full surrender, ful l
consecration, a nonconformity
to this world, and a trans -
forming to the kingdom re-
quirements . Only then can
God, who commanded th e
light to shine out of darkness,

BRITISH SECTION

fully shine into our hearts b y
the Gospel, to give us the light
of the knowledge of his glor y
in the face of Jesus Christ.
This knowledge is not com-
prehended by the natura l
mind . "The natural man re-
ceiveth not the things of the
Spirit of God: for they are
foolishness unto him : neither
can he know them, because
they are spiritually discerned . "
—I Cor. 2 :1 4

The veil of human minded-
ness in the natural man hangs
between him and the sacred
and spiritual truths of God .
The only way to set it aside i s
to make a full consecration t o
do God's will, which is to sac-
rifice the flesh and its inter-
ests . It is in the glorious an d
privileged condition typifie d
by the first holy of the taber-
nacle that the consecrate d
children of God enjoy their
real inner life and walk with
God. This is quite beyond th e
sight of the world and of th e

worldly.

In the "holy" we are experi-
encing "metamorphosis," or

transformation . It is during
this process that we are learn-
ing more and more that w e
"may prove what is that good .
and acceptable, and perfect ,

will of God." This "proving "
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the will of God is a great priv-
ilege. The Greek word in ou r
text which is translate d
"prove" was much used in old-
en times in connection with
the testing of metals . It mean s
to investigate, discern, exam-
ine. By careful tests, under
close examination and obser-
vation, the metal was proved .
So it is that we prove the will
of God .

But just how are we to d o
this? One way is through th e
study of his Word, individual-
ly and with others . We all
know the joyful experience s
of gathering around God' s
holy Word collectively . On
such occasions we meditate
upon the Scriptures, endeavor-
ing to rightly divide the Wor d
of truth . (II Tim. 2:15) With
sentiments of prayer, praise ,
and worship in our hearts we
wait upon the Lord, and he
speaks to us through his Word .

As a result of our study we
become assured of the won-
derful truths concerning hi s
will for us, for we hav e
proved and tested to our com-
plete satisfaction the good
pleasure of God as he reveals
himself through a great and
glorious divine plan. In that
plan we find his provision fo r
our being "justified by faith,"

and how we received thi s
standing of life before God as
a result of our full consecra -
tion to him .—Rom. 5 : 1

We learn also that th e
church is "the temple of the
living God," and that the Lord
Jesus is the "chief corner-
stone" of this temple .—I Cor .
3 :16 ; Eph. 2:20-2 2

We also come to realize
more fully that the basis o f
hope for both the church and
the world is in the fact that
Jesus Christ by the grace of
God tasted death for every
man—a "ransom for all ."—
Heb. 2 :9 ; I Tim. 2 :4-6

We learn that the gloriou s
hope of the church is to be
like her Lord, to see him a s
he is, to become partakers of
the divine nature, and, with
Jesus in glory, to assist in the
blessing of all the families o f
the earth .

In the daily experiences of
life we are to discern, try, an d
test the will of God . Our
Father wills to be a God of
love—"The Father himsel f
loveth you ." (John 16 :27) Sure-
ly we are daily proving this t o
be true. Have we not als o
proved the verity of the testi-
mony, "Thou wilt keep him in
perfect peace whose mind is
stayed on thee"?—Isa. 26 : 3
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Then there is that wonder-
ful promise, "In all thy ways
acknowledge him, and he shall
direct thy paths ." (Prov. 3:6)
All these promises are very
precious, and in actual experi-
ence are "proved" by thos e
who are being transformed.
So we continue to "walk as
children of light : . . . proving
what is acceptable unto th e
Lord ."—Eph. 5 :8-1 0

The chrysalis metamorpho-
sis is a complete mystery so
far as human understanding i s
concerned. So is our trans-
forming process as new crea-
tures in Christ Jesus . Paul
speaks of "the riches of the
glory of this mystery, . . .
which is Christ in you, the
hope of glory." (Col. 1:27 )
Christ is being formed in us .
We are "transformed into the
same likeness, from glory to
glory, as from the Lord, the
Spirit."—II Cor . 3 :18, Diaglott

Just as the butterfly must
use its own muscles and ener-

gy in order to emerge
in due course from the
chrysalis state, so during our
transformation we must also
strive, struggle, as directed b y
the Scriptures . While God is
working in us both to will an d
to do his good pleasure, we
also have to work out ou r
own salvation. We must do
this with great carefulness
lest we fail of the great fa-
vour of God to which we have
been called.—Phil. 2 :1 2

May we then faithfully an d
humbly let our steps b e
guided by the truths we have
learned, and by the Lord's
help press on to full victory .
We know that this victory
will only be attained by th e

complete death of the flesh .
But let us have confidenc e
that the Lord who has calle d
us to glory will give us

strength to be "faithful unto
death," and that he will fulfi l
his promise to give us "a
crown of life ."—Rev. 2 :1 0

-000—

PORTRUSH, NORTHERN IRELAND CONVENTION, May 23-2 5

For further particulars and accommodations please write to Mr .

T. Lang, 31 Hawthorne Terrace, Londonderry, North Ireland .
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Your Questions

For the Dead

I Corinthians 15 :29 reads ,
"Else what shall they do
which are baptized for th e
dead, if the dead rise not a t
all? why are they then bap-
tized for the dead?" Does thi s
mean that a person can be
baptized in water as proxy fo r
an unbaptized person who ha s
died ?

No, that is not what Paul
means! In Romans 6 :3, 4 he
writes, "Know ye not, that s o
many of us as were baptized
into Jesus Christ were bap-
tized into his death? There -
fore we are buried with him
by baptism into death ." This
is not water baptism, but a
burial of the Christian's wil l
into the will of God through
Christ . Water immersion i s
merely a symbol of this .

Jesus said that those wh o
wished to be his disciple s
would have to deny them-
selves, take up their cross and
follow him. (Matt . 16:24 ; Luke
9 :23) This means to follow
Jesus into sacrificial death.
Paul speaks of it as being

"planted together in the like-
ness of his death ." He ex-
plains that those who do thus
die sacrificially with Jesus
will also be "in the likeness
of his resurrection ." (Rom. 6 :
5) In his second letter t o
Timothy, Paul wrote, "It is a
faithful saying: For if we be
dead with him, we shall also
live with him: if we suffer ,
we shall also reign with him . "
—II Tim . 2:11, 1 2

The hope of every faithfu l
Christian is to live and reign
with Christ in his kingdom,
and it is this kingdom and it s
work which Paul is discussin g
when he speaks of those wh o
are "baptized for the dead . "
He explains that Christ must
reign until all enemies are
put under his feet, and that
the last enemy to be de-
stroyed is death . The success-
ful work of that kingdom ,
Paul explains, calls for th e
resurrection of the dead—th e
whole dead world of mankind .

It is during the present age
that the preparatory work fo r
Christ's kingdom is bein g
done. Chiefly that work is the
testing and preparation of the
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footstep followers of Jesus to
live and reign with him, an d
thus to share with him in the
future kingdom work of ex -
tending blessings of enlighten-
ment, health, and life to all
who are now dead, but wh o
will then be awakened from
death .

Only by being baptized in-
to Jesus' death will anyone
have the privilege of reigning
with him, and sharing in hi s
future work of blessing
all mankind—the "dead" fo r
whom Christians are baptized.
Paul's argument is that shoul d
there be no resurrection of
the dead, then the sacrifice
and suffering of Jesus and his
followers is pointless, tha t
nothing would be accom-
plished. In which case, as h e
explains, "If the dead rise no t
. . .let us eat and drink; for
tomorrow we die ."—vs. 32

But the dead are to be
raised . Those who are bap-
tized into Christ's death will
be brought forth in "the first
resurrection" to live and reign
with him, and will share with
him in the blessing of the
dead world of mankind whe n
awakened from death . (Rev .
20 :4, 6) Since the death bap-
tism of faithful Christians wil l
accrue to the benefit of al l

YOUR QUESTIONS

the dead world, Paul speak s
of their being baptized for th e
dead .

Jesus Perfec t

Is it not true that Jesus, while
on earth, was a perfect hu-
man? Please harmonize thi s
with Isaiah 53:2, the latte r
part of which says concernin g
Jesus, "He hath no form no r
comeliness; and when we shal l
see him, there is no beauty
that we should desire him."

It is true that Jesus was a
perfect human during th e
time of his earthly ministry.
He had to be perfect in order
to be a corresponding price
for the perfect man Adam
who transgressed divine law.
We read concerning Jesu s
that he was "holy, harmless ,
undefiled, separate from sin-
ners ."—Heb. 7:2 6

The statements in Isaia h
53:2 concerning Jesus that
"he hath no form nor comeli-
ness," and "there is no beauty
that we should desire him, "
represent the view particular-
ly of the Jewish religious
leaders of Jesus' day who
could not see in him their
ideal for a Messiah, a great
king who would cast off the
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Roman yoke by which the na-
tion of Israel was held in
bondage, and establish a
world-wide government.

Jesus did not display thos e
qualities of character which
are generally admired by th e
worldly-wise . While at times
he boldly exposed the hypoc-
risies of the scribes and Phari-
sees, he was never haughty o r
brusque, even in these con-
frontations with his enemies ,
but meek and mild where
there was the slightest inclina-
tion that forgiveness was de-
sired. Jesus was beautiful in
character and no doubt als o
in appearance, but this was
lost upon his prejudiced ene-
mies .

"Until"

I Corinthians 4:5 reads, i n
part, "Judge nothing before
the time, until the Lord come."
Since we are living in the
time of the Lord's second
presence, are we to under-
stand that now we are to b e
judges of our brethren, or o f
the world?

Certainly not! In I Corinth -
ians 6:2 Paul writes, "Do ye
not know that the saints shall
judge the world?" However,

as he explains in the tex t
under consideration, this work
in the divine plan should not
be undertaken "before the
time," and that time, he indi-
cates, is when the Lord comes,
or during the time of hi s
second presence . However, th e
early period of his presence is
devoted to what the Bible
identifies as the "harvest "
work of gathering and testing
the last members of the body
of Christ—those who will be
associated with him as co-
judges of the world of man-
kind. These must first prove
faithful even unto death, be
brought forth to the divine na-
ture in the "first resurrec-
tion," (Rev. 20:6) and then
they will be qualified to b e
judges . The Lord's people still
in the flesh are not qualified
to serve as judges, and at -
tempts along this line are for-
bidden in the Bible .

A somewhat similar use of
language is found in I Corinth-
ians 11 :26, which reads, "As
often as ye eat this bread, an d
drink this cup, ye do show the
Lord's death till he come . "
Some have asked if we shoul d
cease to partake of the Lord' s
supper now that the Lord i s
present simply because thi s
text says "till he come ." Jesus
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said that he would not par-
take of the "cup" again unti l
he partook of it anew in the
kingdom. When this take s
place none of his saints will
still be in the flesh, so we un-
derstand that the expression
"till he come" refers to tha t
time in his presence when his
church will be completed ,
even as does the expression ,
`"Judge nothing before th e
time, until the Lord come . "

A Statement of Fact

When Jesus sent his disciple s
into the ministry he told the m
that "it shall be more toler-
able for Sodom and Gomorrh a
in the day of judgment tha n
for that city" (which did no t
receive them). (Mark 6:11) I s
this not merely a form o f
speech, implying that neithe r
the wicked of the past no r
those of the Jewish cities o f
Jesus' day which rejected th e
message would pass through
the day of judgment success-
fully?

We believe that this lan-
guage is a straightforward
statement of fact. The general
testimony of God's Word on
this matter indicates that
Jesus meant exactly what he
said. Later the Apostle Paul

YOUR QUESTIONS

wrote concerning the unbe-
lieving Jews who rejected
Jesus, and said that the Lord
counted them all "in unbe-
lief" that he might hav e
mercy upon all . He also said
that the "Deliverer" would
come out of Sion, and "turn
away ungodliness from Jacob, "
and that "all Israel" would b e
"saved ."—Rom. 11 :26-3 2

Jesus knew of the promis e
God had made through the
Prophet Ezekiel giving assur-
ance that the Sodomites and
the wicked Israelites woul d
be resurrected, or "returned"
to their "former estate ." The
promise reads, "When thy sis-
ters, Sodom and her daughters ,
shall return to their former
estate, and Samaria and her
daughters shall return to
their former estate, then thou
and thy daughters shall re -
turn to your former estate ."
—Ezek . 16:55

Verses -48-50 of this chapte r
describe the sins of the
Sodomites, explaining that
they were not so heinous in
God's sight as were the sin s
of the Israelites. This is be -
cause they had not been fa-
vored with so much knowl-
edge of God's will . The Lord
says that he took the Sodom-
ites away in death as he "saw
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good." This statement clearly
indicates that the Lord re-
ferred to the Sodomites, who m
he destroyed in the days of
Abraham. And it is these who
are to "return to their former
estate . "

Because of the great advan-
tages enjoyed by the Israel-
ites, and their failure to re-
spond to them, the Lord says
that they will be a comfort to
the Sodomites. This is because
the Israelites, who sinned
against greater light, will be

subjected to more stripes and
severer discipline in the day
of judgment than will th e
Sodomites and other heathe n
people who did not sin against
so much light. Perhaps Jesus
had this very statement i n
mind when he said it woul d
be more tolerable, or favor -
able, for the Sodomites in the
day of judgment than for
those who rejected his mes-
sage. But, as Paul assures us ,
even these are to have an op-
portunity to be saved .

—•--~4 t .---~----

For Your Newspape r
To the left is a suggestion fo r

a small advertisement in you r
local newspaper. This outline is
designed for two inches in one
column.

MAY SPECIAL : On Sunday,
May 17, "Frank and Ernest "
will discuss the topic, "Evolu-
tion Versus the Bible ." This is
a timely topic, and should b e
well advertised. Attractive fold-
ers will be available for this
purpose, and we will be glad to
send them in whatever quanti-
ties may be desired, to all who
request them. They are free,
and the postage will be paid .
Address : The Dawn, East Ruth-
erford, New Jersey 07073 .

WHY GOD

PERMITS EVI L

To be discussed b y

`FRANK and ERNEST '
KCM0—810 kc .-9:40 A . M .

Sunday, April 1 9

Tune in this enlightening discus-
sion, and send for a free cop y
of the booklet, "Why God Per-
mits Evil ." Address :

"FRANK and ERNEST"
Box 60, Dept . N . General Post Offic e

New York, N .Y . 1000 1
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Vineyard Eehoes

Sounding Fort h

The Word of God

ONE-QUARTER of the year 1970 has past . During these
three months the world in general, including the religiou s

segment, has become increasingly chaotic . None of its baf-

fling problems have been solved, and many of them hav e

become more acute. Faith in God and in his Word of truth

continues to dwindle, and interest in religion in any for m

is ever more difficult to find. This situation does not dis-

turb those who are acquainted with the plan of God, fo r

they know that this very lack of faith which we see al l

around us is one of the evidences of the presence of the

Lord. Jesus raised the question, "When the Son of ma n

cometh, shall he find faith in the earth?"—Luke 18 : 8

But this should not, and does not, deter the brethre n

from faithfully bearing witness to the truth, for they kno w

that it is still their blessed privilege to be "the light of th e

world," and the darker the world is the more appropriat e
it is to continue to let the light of the Gospel shine out for

the blessing of that extremely small minority who may

have an ear to hear the glad tidings of the kingdom. Paul

urged the brethren at Philippi, saying, "That ye may b e

blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke ,

in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, amon g
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whom ye shine as lights in the world ; holding forth th e
word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I
have not run in vain neither labored in vain ."—
Phil . 2:15, 16

Paul complimented the brethren at Thessalonica for
their zeal in proclaiming the truth. He said, "From yo u
sounded forth the word of the Lord not only in Macedoni a
and Achaia, but also in every place your faith to God-war d
is spread abroad; so that we need not speak anything."
(I Thess. 1:8) Seemingly Paul intended to carry on a minis -
try in the territory referred to, but discovered that th e
Thessalonian brethren had already been there, and he ap-
preciated their "work of faith, and labor of love ."—
I Thess . 1 : 3

This zeal of the brethren at Philippi and Thessalonica
should encourage us to make sure that we are doing wha t
we can in our own territory to sound forth the Word of
the Lord. Just because interest in religion is waning is n o
reason for our slackening our efforts to bear witness to
the truth, and thus to reach those few remaining grains of
wheat whom the Lord may call into the rulership phase o f
the kingdom. The world was "crooked" and "perverse" i n
Paul's day, but he encouraged the brethren at Philippi to
continue letting their light shine . The world is still crooked
and perverse, and for the most part faithless, but it is i n
this dark world that we are to let our light shine .

Tract s

One of the most effective ways of making known th e
glad tidings is through the distribution of tracts, Are we ,
as a people, making full use of this opportunity? We kno w
that many are, and we know that the Lord is richly bless-
ing them in their efforts . When we speak of tracts we ar e
thinking of all the forms of free literature which are now
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available through The Dawn. This includes what we refer
to as kingdom cards .

Another form of tract is the special circular which w e
provide for announcing the third Sunday of the mont h
radio program. These circulars not only carry a message o f
truth themselves, but announce the radio program, an d
thus by their distribution additional listeners are attracte d
to the message which goes out over the radio each week .
Are you making good use of these? You can place a regu-
lar order for 500 or more, and they will be sent to you eac h
month. Perhaps several in your area could co-operate in
distributing these circulars, and thus increase the size o f
your order . The radio station serving in your area i s
printed on these circulars .

We now have in stock a variety of newly designed tract s
which we think are very attractive . If you have not seen
these, we suggest that you write for samples. We have one
which is specially designed for mailing, the title of whic h
is, "Death Itself Will Die ." Other redesigned two-color
tracts, suitable for general distribution, are entitled, "The
Homecoming of Our Dead," "God's World of Tomorrow,"
"Do You Know?," "The Truth About Hell," "Where Are
the Dead?," and "Israel Fulfilling Prophecy . "

Consolation Folders

One of the most encouraging efforts now being made to
sound forth the Word of truth is through the use of what
we call "Consolation Folders ." These are folders which
are specially designed to be of comfort to those who hav e
recently lost relatives and friends in death . They are sent
through the mail, to addresses obtained from the obituar y
lists of local newspapers . This work is carried on widely
by individual brethren, and in many instances ecciesia s
participate in it, especially in providing the necessar y
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funds for postage. If you are not participating in this work
and would like to see samples of the consolation folders
we invite you to send for some, and we will be glad t o
furnish any other information you may need . Here is a
letter recently received from a bereaved one :

"Gentlemen: Shortly after the death and burial of my
beloved mother some thoughtful person invited me to sen d
for a copy of your booklet, `Hope .' I have read and reread
this booklet. About three months ago I received a lette r
listing your publications . At that time I sent for `The Di -
vine Plan of the Ages .' and subscribed to The Dawn. I find
both most helpful in my Bible study. Tonight I am enclos-
ing a check, and I would like you to send me the following :
`God and Reason,' `The Creator's Grand Design,' and `Th e
New Creation .' Thank you for these most helpful books ,
and the comfort I have received from an unknown friend' s
thoughtful gesture . Very truly yours ."—Ohi o

Magazine and Newspaper Advertising

Another very effective method of holding forth the Wor d
of life is by inserting announcements of truth literature i n
newspapers and magazines . The work along this line has
been particularly encouraging since the beginning of 1970 .
Many thousands of requests for booklets have been re-
ceived through this effort, and in this we rejoice . Besides
the periodicals used in the British Isles, in this country the
following have thus far been used in the United States :
National Geographic, This Week, McCalls, Time, Grier' s
Almanac, Big Farmer, Farm Journal, Parade, Family Week-
ly, Newsweek, Woodmen's Magazine, Grit, Look, Life ,
Woman's Day, Successful Farming, and Ebony.

When employing this method of witnessing much de-
pends on the design and wording of the announcements .
We have through the years taken note of advertisement s
which have been successful in bringing a good response ,
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and feel that valuable points have been learned . In order

to be successful an advertisement must appeal to a sens e
of need on the part of those who read it. Death, for ex-
ample, is universal. All know that sooner or later they will
die, and many have an earnest desire to know whether or
not there is life after death, and what sort of life . When
an advertisement appeals to this desire there is likely t o
be a response .

have learned that an advertisement

booklet, "Life After Death," almost
invariably brings a goo d
response . The advertise-
ment does not need to b e
large, but the important
points should be well dis-
played. Herewith is a du-
plicate of an announcement
which we have found to be
very successful . The main
appeal is the topic, "Life
After Death." The few
questions help to impres s
the importance of the sub-
ject. The coupon is impor-
tant. The response from
this same announcement i s
much less when a coupon
is not used. The coupon
makes it possible to re-
spond to the announce-
ment with a minimum of
writing .

Another booklet which we frequently announce in one
or more magazines is, "Why God Permits Evil." Here again
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For this reason we
which announces the

What happens to a person th e
next moment after the hear t
stops beating? In the event th e
deceased was not a Christian, is
he now forever lost? Will we ever
see our beloved dead again? Th e
Bible answers these questions !

Send for a-FREE booklet today

BIBLE ANSWERS, Dopt . L
Box 60, Oononl Post OM.
Now York, H.V. 10001

	yip	 n.......... ....
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Please send me a free copy of the 24 -
1

	

page booklet, "Life After Death, "
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without obligation.

1 NameI Address
City
State
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I Address	
City	
State	 71p	 . I\l	

is an appeal to somethin g
to which all humans are
more or less subjected .
There is tragedy and suf-
fering in millions of
homes, and very few
know why, but there are
many who are anxious t o
know, and when the mat-
ter is brought to their at-
tention they are willing
to make an effort to find
out. The accompanying
announcement is a repro-
duction of the one w e
have used with succes s
in many publications. The
response is not quite as
large as it is to the sub-
ject, "Life After Death, "
but is is very encourag-
ing .

Why does God allow us to suf-
fer and die? Why are there
wars, earthquakes, tornadoes ,
and starvation in the world ?
Can't God do anything about
human suffering, or doesn't h e
care? The Bible answers these
questions of interest to many !

Send for a FREE booklet toda yI
BIBLE ANSWERS . Dept. E
Box 60, O .n .r.l PoPt Office
New York, N .Y. 10001

Please send me, without obligation ,
"Why God Permits Evil ."

"Archeology Proves the Bible, " is also a topic with con-
siderable appeal to the public . Today people in increasing
numbers are losing faith in God, and consequently in th e
Word of God, but there are many who earnestly desire t o
maintain their faith, and are looking for some genuin e
proof that the Bible is indeed authentic, that its historica l
aspects are true, and its promises reasonable .

The booklet, "Archeology Proves the Bible," generall y
speaking, appeals to a different group of people than do
the other topics, but they are earnest truth seekers, an d
we are glad that we have this booklet, and can announce i t
from time to time in national magazines . This booklet give s
a good witness for the truth, for in addition to the materia l
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1Name	

Address__	
City.
State---	 Zip.	

VB. ----e—o---.ate

Send for a FREE booklet today

BIBLE ANSWERS, Dopt. A
Box SO, Elsnersl Post OOl u
Now York, N .Y . 1000 1

Professor Yadin, author of Massada, an d
dean of Archeology in the Hebrew Uni-
versity in Jerusalem testifies that ar-
cheology is proving the accuracy of
biblical history . His statements, togeth-
er with remarkable accounts of archeo-
logical findings in Bible lands, will giv e
you renewed faith in the Bible . Read the
Bible's message of hope relevant to th e
chaotic times in which we live .

Please send me, without obligation ,
"Archeology Proves the Bible . "

it presents with respect
to archeology, its con-
cluding chapter contain s
the message of the di-
vine plan as taught in
the Bible .

For Local Use

The reason we are pre-
senting these advertise-
ments is that brethre n
who may be so incline d
may wish to arrange for
their use in their loca l
newspapers. In small
towns and cities the cos t
would not be great, and
it would be a way to give
a witness in your local
area. We suggest, though ,
if the advertisements are
used, that no change s
be made in them .
We believe that the New York address is one of the factor s

contributing to the success of these advertisements .

Any class desiring to insert in their local newspaper any
of the foregoing ads should request from the Dawn a re -

production copy of the ad . We will also assign a depart-
ment number to the advertisement so that a count of th e

responses may be made.

Radio and Television Witness

The Lord has continued to bless the radio and televisio n
witness during the first quarter of 1970, and this also is a

cause for thankfulness . As previously reported, opportuni-
ties have presented themselves to carry the radio witness

VINEYARD ECHOES
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work into broader fields . Through short wave the truth i s
now reaching Europe, Africa, and South America . We be-
lieve that this is in the Lord's providence, and we thank
him for this added opportunity of co-operation in minister-
ing the glorious Gospel of Christ, which is the power o f
God unto salvation .

The message continues to go out over a goodly number
of television stations each week, the stations carrying ou r
programs as a public service . Even as with the radio wit-
ness, the brethren can help to make the television minis -
try more effective by advertising the programs . Since th e
stations televise these programs without charge, this wit-
ness is limited to the areas where there is a station willin g
to co-operate in this manner, and we have no jurisdictio n
over where The Bible Answers films will be shown . But i f
they are being shown in your area, it offers an opportunity
for co-operation through advertising. We suggest that the
brethren keep this in mind .

The Mail Follow-up

From the magazine and newspaper advertising, the radi o
and television programs, and from the distribution of tract s
and kingdom cards, we receive a large volume of mail . In-
dividuals and ecclesias in the field also send us names of
those whom they have reason to think may be intereste d
in our message . Four follow-up messages are sent to all of
these, calling attention to our books and booklets . Each of
these follow-up messages features a particular book. The
first announces "The Divine Plan of the Ages," then ther e
is "The Creator's Grand Design," "The Book of Books, "
and the children's book, "God's Promises Come True ." For
the children's book we hold all the names until November,
and announce it specially as an appropriate holiday gift .
Many hundreds of the book "God's Promises Come True "
are ordered as a result of this special mail follow-up .
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In addition to featuring one of the books in each follow-
up message, The Dawn Magazine is mentioned in all o f
them, and a catalog of all Dawn publications is enclosed .
It is particularly encouraging to note the generous re-
sponse there is to this mail follow-up effort . We are happy
indeed that the Lord, in his providence, has provided u s
with such a wide assortment of publications . Some may not
be interested in why God permits evil, or the judgmen t
day, or the Holy Spirit, but they may want to learn th e
truth about hell .

Surely the Lord is good to his people in granting us the
blessed privilege of working together for the defense an d
promulgation of the glorious truths of his Word ; the truths
concerning his loving plan of salvation . Even though the
world is rapidly drifting into the darkness of unbelief ,
there are still a few who can be reached, so let us be
faithful in holding out to these the helping hand of present
truth, the glorious Gospel of the kingdom .

f l h to u u, I uI II u Il Iu Il Il ul„,J„„,I,,,,,,, II,,,,„I,,,,,,„„,,,,,,I,,,,,,,„„,,,,,,,,,,,,,,„,,,,,,,,,,1111,1,,,,,,I,l,l l l l l ll l 11 1

TAPE RECORDING FOR MEMORIA L

A special tape recording is being prepared for the use of

isolated brethren and small groups at their Memorial Service .
These special recordings will be sent to all who request them,

and without charge . All that we ask is that the tapes be re-

turned after the Memorial . Address your request to The Dawn,

Recorded Lecture Service, East Rutherford, New Jersey 07073 .
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GENERAL CONVENTION BULLETI N

The Immersion Servic e

TIME passes, and as it does, the 1970 General Convention draw s
near. The date this year is August 8-13, and the place, Bloom-
ington, Indiana, on the university campus . If you have not al -
ready made your plans to be there, it would be well to star t
doing so now. A rich blessing is in store for all who can attend .

As is always the case, one of the features of the conventio n
again this year will be the baptismal service . There are stil l
those who are giving their hearts to the Lord, and devoting
themselves to the doing of his will, and it is a spiritually stimu-
lating experience to witness these as they symbolize their con-
secration by water immersion. We suggest that if you ar e
considering taking this step of water immersion, as a symbo l
of your full burial into the will of the Lord, you make you r
plans to do so at the convention so that all present may shar e
this blessed experience with you .

This is one of the most inspirational sessions of the conven-
tion . Through the years the general testimony of the brethre n
is that a baptismal service offers a special opportunity for re-
newing their own consecration, so may as many of us as pos-
sible plan to be at the convention and receive the blessings of
this and its other sessions .
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Encouraging Letters

Thankfu l

Dear Brethren: Greetings in
the name of our Lord! We wan t
to tell you how thankful we are
for the past year's blessings,
and especially for The Dawn
Magazine, the pilgrim service ,
and the work that is directed
from there. In these troublous
times we have such need of en-
couragement . May God bless
you and continue to direct the
work you are doing .—The Min-
neapolis Ecclesi a

Encouraged by "Hope" Bookle t

Gentlemen: I received in to -
day's mail a copy of your bro-
chure entitled, "Hope." I am
wondering who sent my name
to you to receive this very fin e
and inspiring message. Who -
ever it was I am grateful, as I
also am to you for sending it .
I just lost my beloved wife, an d
of course I have read and re -
read everything pertaining to
what happens to loved ones af-
ter they pass on, and this is one
of the finest interpretations I
have come across . We all as-
sume that we understand the
way of all flesh as we live, yet
when the fateful time come s
for parting and we lose the on e
who is dearer to us than any-
thing else in the world, we al-

ENCOURAGING LETTERS

low our minds to rove hither
and yon in an attempt to fin d
the perfect consolation so bad-
ly needed at this sorrowfu l
time. Many beautiful message s
have been written, and in spite
of our faith which at times is
sorely tried, we find ourselve s
doubting a good many things .
I am so pleased with this littl e
booklet that I would like to
know if perhaps you could send
me six additional copies that I
might pass along to clos e
friends who have also lost dear
ones just recently. Your mes-
sage of "Hope" is indeed most
encouraging, and I am sure
others will benefit from it a s
I have . Again, thank you very
much .—Pennsylvani a

Appreciation

Dear Brethren: I would like
to express my deep apprecia-
tion for the monthly visits o f
The Dawn over the years . It ha s
been a help in supplying my
spiritual needs, and has kept
me straight in the truth, prov-
ing all things by the Word o f
God. May our loving Heavenl y
Father continue to guide an d
bless you in your service to the
brethren and your witness to
the world. (I Thess. 1:2, 3)—
Florida

61



Speakers' Appointments

Ministering the Glorious Gospel of Chris t
These speakers are associated with th e
Their

	

services

	

are

	

furnished

	

free

	

upon
Pilgrim

	

Department of The

	

Dawn .
request.

	

Address

	

your

	

request

	

to
Rutherford,

	

N .

	

J .

	

A

	

visit

	

wil lDawn

	

Bible

	

Students

	

Association,

	

East
be arranged when possible .

SAM BAKER Bremerton, Wash . 7
Detroit,

	

Mich .

	

Apr .

	

11, 12 Seattle,

	

Wash . 8
Langley,

	

B . C . 1 0
W. C . BERTSCHE Vancouver,

	

B .

	

C . 1 2
New York, N . Y. Apr . 5 Victoria,

	

B .

	

C . 1 3
Duncan, B . C. 1 4WALTER BLICHARZ
Nanaimo, B . C . 1 5New York, N . Y . Apr . 5 Wenatchee, Wash. 1 7

O . D . DEIFER Spokane, Wash . 1 9
York,

	

Pa . Apr . 26 Sagle,

	

Idaho 2 0
Kalispell,

	

Mont . 2 1
EDWARD E . FAY Havre, Mont . 22

New York, N . Y . Apr . 5 Ranchester,

	

Wyo . 2 4
Detroit,

	

Mich . 11, 12 Cheyenne, Wyo . 2 6
Laramie,

	

Wyo . 2 7
PANTEL HATGIS Bosler,

	

Wyo . 28
Detroit,

	

Mich .

	

Apr .

	

11, 12 Denver,

	

Colo . 29, 30
G. M . JEUC K

New Haven, Conn .
Waterbury,

	

Conn .
Apr . 26 HARRY PASSIOS

Elyria, Ohio Apr .

	

126
Toledo,

	

Ohio 2
G . O . JEUCK Pontiac .

	

Mich . 3
Louisville,

	

Ala . Apr . 26 Detroit,

	

Mich . 5
Birmingham,

	

Ala . 27 Jackson,

	

Mich . 6
Nashville,

	

Term . 28 Bay

	

City,

	

Mich . 7
St .

	

Louis,

	

Mo . 29 Grand

	

Rapids, Mich . 8, 9
Detroit,

	

Mich . 11,

	

1 2
A . H . KRUMPOLT Chatham, Ont . 1 3

Baltimore, Md .

	

Apr . 26 London, Ont . 1 4
Philadelphia .

	

Pa .

	

26 Muncie,

	

Ind . 1 5

R. J .

	

KRUPA Columbus,

	

Ind . 1 6

Detroit,

	

Mich .

	

Apr .

	

11, 12 Cincinnati,

	

Ohio 1 7
Columbus,

	

Ohio 2 7
KENNETH M . NAIL Greenfield, Ohio 2 8

Salem,

	

Oreg .

	

Apr . 3 .5 Indianapolis,

	

Ind . 2 9
Tacoma, Wash .

	

6 Zeigler,

	

III . 30
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E. K . PENROSE H. W . PRIC E
Connellsville,

	

Pa . Apr . 1 Sacramento, Calif. Apr .

	

1, 2
Pottstown,

	

Pa . 2 Fresno,

	

Calif. 4, 5
New York, N . Y. 5 San

	

Francisco,

	

Calif . 7
Allentown,

	

Pa . 6 Palo

	

Alto,

	

Calif . 8
9Detroit, Mich . 11, 12 San

	

Francisco,

	

Calif .
Greenfield, Ohio 14 Antioch, Calif. 1 0
Cincinnati,

	

Ohio 15 Sacramento, Calif. 1 2
Nashville,

	

Tenn . 16 Chico, Calif . 13, 1 4
Indianapolis,

	

Ind . 17 Lebanon, Oreg . 1 6
Chatham, Ont . 20 Salem, Oreg . 1 7
Toronto, Ont . 21 Portland,

	

Oreg . 1 9
Buffalo,

	

N .

	

Y . 22 The Dalles, Oreg . 20, 2 1
Rochester,

	

N .Y . 23 Tacoma, Wash . 2 2
Boston,

	

Mass . 26 Bremerton,

	

Wash . 2 3
New London, Conn . 27 Seattle,

	

Wash . 2 4
Hartford,

	

Conn . 28
STEPHEN ROSKIEWIC ZRutherford,

	

N .

	

J . 29
Detroit,

	

Mich .

	

Apr .

	

11, 1 2
G. R . POLLOC K

New York, N . Y.
Detroit,

	

Mich .
Apr .

11,
5

12
C . R . WEIDA

Catawissa, Pa . Apr. 1 9
Pittsburgh,

	

Pa . 26

1 2
LEO POST

Detroit,

	

Mich .

	

Apr .

	

11, W. N . WOODWORT H
Boston,

	

Mass . 26 Detroit,

	

Mich .

	

Apr .

	

11, 1 2

BRITISH SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENT S

A . BOYCE W . F . READE R
Latchford May 1 0

E .

	

T .

	

NADEL

Latchfor d
Dewsbury

Apr .

	

1 2
(Sat .) May

	

9

Dubli n
Dewsbury

(Sat .)

	

Apr .

	

4
(Sat .)

	

11

Portrush

E . G . ROBERTS
May 23-25

Portrush May 23-25 Portrush May 23-25

THE MEMORIAL SUPPER

The proper date for the Memorial Supper in 1970 i s

Sunday evening, April 19.

SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENTS
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Conventions
An asterisk (*) indicates an immersion service is being planned.

SALEM, OREG ., Apr . 3-5—VFW Hall,
630 Hood St ., N. E. Mrs. L. L.
Moore, Rt . 1, Box 616, Turner, Oreg .
FRESNO, CALIF ., Apr . 4, 5—254 0
Floradora Ave . Mrs. Larry Smith ,
4648 N . Bonadelle .
NEW YORK, N . Y ., Apr . 5—The Bilt-
more Hotel - Bowman Room, Madi-
son at 43rd St:-Mr. G . M. Jeuck, 8 1
Blauvelt Rd ., Nanuet, N . Y.
DETROIT, MICH ., Apr . 11, 12—High-
land Park Masonic Temple, 44 E .
Buenavista St ., Highland Park, Mich .
Mr . Charles Chupa, 5666 Belmont
St., Dearborn Heights, Mich .
*WILMINGTON, DEL., Apr. 11, 12 —
Brandywine Junior College, Rt. 202
near Talleyville, Del . Mrs. Peter Kol-
liman, 404 W. 31st St .
PORCUPINE PLAIN, SASK ., Apr . 25,
26—Porcupine Community Hall . Mrs .
Mildred Jennings, Box 130 .
BOSTON, MASS., Apr. 26—Mid-
Town Motor Inn, 220 Huntingto n
Ave . Miss Florence B. Child, 64
Thurston St., Somerville, Mass .
CHICAGO, ILL ., Apr . 26—Masoni c
Temple, 5352 W . Chicago Ave . Mr.
Leonard Jezuit, 10742 S . Tolman Ave.
CINCINNATI, OHIO, Apr. 26—
Brotherhood of Railway Clerks Bldg. ,
Court and Vine Sts . Mrs. Edith M .
Harp, 3908 S . Madison Ave .
CLEVELAND, OHIO, Apr. 26—Ma-
sonic Temple, 3615 Euclid Ave . Mrs .
Ian M . Cipperley, 1539 Genessee Rd .

PITTSBURGH, PA., Apr. 26—Bellevu e
YMCA, North Borough Branch, 62 9
Lincoln Ave . Mr. James Passios, RF D
3, Box 68, Wexford, Pa .
GRAND RAPIDS, MICH ., May 2, 3
—Associated Bible Students of West -
ern Michigan . Kenowa Hills Hig h
School, 3950 Hendershot, N . W . Mrs .
Earl Vander Boegh, 821 Rogers, N .W .
KANSAS CITY, MO., May 2, 3—Th e
Athenaeum, Linwood & Campbell .
Mrs. John Bacher, Greenwood, Mo .
TOLEDO, OHIO, May 3—Seventh-Da y
Adventist School, 540 Independenc e
Rd . Mr . Frank Burke, 519 Independ-
ence Rd .
NEW ALBANY, IND . - LOUISVILLE,
KY., May 9, 10—Amalgamated Bldg . ,
1614 E . Spring St., New Albany,
Ind . Miss Mary B . Longest, 202 Al-
cott Rd ., Louisville, Ky.
PONTIAC, MICH ., May 1 0
ROCHESTER, N . Y., May 16, 1 7
*VANCOUVER, B. C ., May 16-1 8
WEST NEWTON, PA., May 1 7
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF ., (Asilomar) ,
May 28-3 1
LONACONING, MD., May 3 1
GARY, IND., June 1 4
LONDON, ONT., June 1 4
WATERBURY, CONN., June 1 4
CHARLOTTE, N . C., June 20, 2 1
WINNIPEG, MAN ., July 15. 19—Cana-
dian Mid-West Bible Students Con-
vention .

BIBLE STUDENTS GENERAL CONVENTION
Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana

August 8-13
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The first of these "keys" to the Bible was written more than seventy -
five years ago, the last in 1904 . They continue to be the outstandin g
text books on the Bible for our day .

Studies
in the
Scriptures

SIX VOLUME S
OVER 3,000 PAGE S

CLOTH BOUN D

$500 PER SET

B THE NEW CREATION
CLOTH . $1 .25

Question Books for the Volumes ;
VOLUMES 1-3 . 10 CENTS EACH ;
VOLUMES 4-5, 15 CENTS EAC H

* THE DIVINE PLAN OF THE AGES
CLOTH . 75 CENTS: PAPER. 50 CENT S

O THE TIME IS AT HAN D
CLOTH . 75 CENTS

G THY KINGDOM COM E
CLOTH, 75 CENTS

D THE BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDO N
CLOTH, S1 .2 5

i THE ATONEMENT BETWEEN GOD AND MA N
CLOTH, $1 .2 5

TABERNACLE
SHADOWS

DAILY
HEAVENL Y

MANN A
CLOTH
BOUND, 80G

	

CLOTH BOUND. 41,00

Presents the significance

	

Contains a Bible text an d
of the sacrificial services

	

comment for every day;
of the tabernacle erected

	

ruled pages for birthda y
by Moses .

	

records .

Send your order today to :

DAWN PUBLICATIONS • EAST RUTHERFORD, N .J . 07073



To us the SCRIPTURES
CLEARLY TEACH. . .

That the church is "the temple of the living God"—peculiarly "hi s
workmanship" ; that its construction has been in progress throughou t
the Gospel age—ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer an d
the chief corner stone of this temple, through which, when finished ,
God's blessings shall come "to all people," and they find access to him .
—I Cor . 3 :16, 17 ; Eph . 2 :20-22 ; Gen . 28 :14; Gal . 3 :2 9

That meantime the chiseling, shaping, and polishing of consecrated be -
lievers in Christ's atonement for sin progresses, and when the last o f
these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made ready ,
the great Master Workman will bring all together in the first resurrec-
tion; and the temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meetin g
place between God and men throughout the Millennium .—Rev. 15 :5- 8

That the basis of hope for the church and the world lies in the fact that
"Jesus Christ, by the grace of God tasted death for every man," "a
ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every ma n
that cometh into the world," "in due tirne ."—Heb. 2 :9; John 1 :9 ; I Tim .
2 :5, 6

That the hope of the church is that she may be like her Lord, "see hi m
as he is," be a "partaker of the divine nature," and share his glory a s
his joint-heir .—I John 3 :2 ; John 17 :24 ; Rom . 8 :17 ; II Pet . 1 : 4

That the present mission of the church is the perfecting of the saints
for the future work of service to develop in herself every grace ; to b e
God's witness to the world ; and to prepare to be the kings and priests
in the next age . Eph . 4:12 ; Matt. 24:14 ; Rev . 3 :6 ; 20 : 6

That the hope for the world lies in the blessings of knowledge and op-
portunity to be brought to all by Christ's millennial kingdom—the res-
titution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, a t
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified church—when all th e
willfully wicked will be destroyed .—Acts 3 :19 . 23 ; Isaiah 35
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