
"AND I, IF I BE LIFTE D

UP FROM THE EARTH ,

WILL DRAW ALL MEN

UNTO ME."

--John 113 2
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I	 HIGHLIGHTS OFD A W N	
The Resurrected Christ --

The World's Only Hop e

ON SUNDAY March 29, the professed Christian world will cele-
brate the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead . Many will
participate in the ceremonies of the day with reverence and
belief . Others will use the occasion as an opportunity to displa y
their new Easter finery, and to enjoy the festive music of th e
day. The message contained in the music, and in the thousand s
of Easter sermons delivered on that day, will temporarily giv e
a measure of hope to some . In general, however, the true sig-
nificance of the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead wil l
be overlooked and principally because it is not understood .

The resurrection of Jesus Christ bears a vital relationship to
the great plan of the ages which the Creator is working out fo r
the ultimate blessing of the condemned and dying race of man -
kind: It is not a suggested plan, with mankind given the oppor-
tunity of accepting or rejecting it . God's plan will be carried
through to a successful conclusion . With human plans it is dif-
ferent . If proper laws can be enacted ; if the people will do thi s
or that ; if the right people can be elected to high office i n
government ; if the churches could take a more definite leader -
ship in human affairs ; or if this, that, or something else coul d
be done, then the world would be a much better place in which
to live, they say.

There is much suffering in the world today. This has been
true throughout all the ages since creation. Now, in addition to
the usual afflictions associated with the reign of sin and death ,
the world is passing through the prophetic "time of trouble ,
such as never was since there was a nation." (Dan. 12:1) This
distress is world-wide, and often people ask, "If there is a God
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in heaven why doesn't he do something about his suffering hu-
man creatures here on earth?" The true answer to this question
points up the real difference between God's plan for humanit y
and human plans .

The Bible points out that ever since man transgressed divine
law back in the Garden of Eden, God has been doing somethin g
to extricate his human creatures from death, which was th e
result of man's transgression . God is not looking to man to in -
form him what he should do about human suffering . He has
his own plan, a plan which, from century to century, and fro m
age to age, moves forward toward completion . This plan calls
for the elimination of all human suffering ; even the destruction
of death . The application of this plan is not limited to the peopl e
of one generation, but of all generations . God loves the people
of the world who lived before the Flood just as much as he
loves the people of today. When we read that "God so loved
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoeve r
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life, "
the reference is to the entire human race .—John 3 :1 6

Experience with Evi l
God desired all of his human creatures to experience the

terrible results of sin . His design in creation was that the earth
be filled with his human creatures, and this was to be accom-
plished by means of procreation: "Be fruitful and multiply, and
fill the earth," he commanded our first parents . (Gen. 1:28 ,
R.S .V.) God permitted our first parents to transgress his law ,
for he knew that an experience with evil would be the bes t
way, in the long run, to create within them a determined re-
solve to resist it .

God knew that this experience with evil would likewise bene-
fit all his human creatures, so he has allowed sin and deat h
to continue throughout the ages and will continue to do so unti l
a sufficient number have been born properly to fill the earth ,
before he intervenes on behalf of suffering humanity. This doe s
not mean that God has been disinterested in his human crea-
tures . He has continued to love the people, and, through all the
ages has been preparing for their deliverance from sin an d
death .
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Promise s
The outworking of God's plan is reflected in the many prom-

ises of his Word, beginning with Genesis and concluding wit h
the Book of Revelation. When sentencing our first parents to
death God remarked to Satan, symbolized by the serpent, tha t
the seed of the woman would bruise the serpent's head, an d
that the seed of the serpent would bruise the heel of the see d
of the woman . (Gen. 3:15) This is very vague language, but i n
the light of the subsequent unfolding of the plan of God we fin d
that it is a reference to the final destruction of Satan, and evil ,
and which will result from the sacrificial work of Christ .

In Revelation 20 :1, 2 the "Seed," referred to as an angel, i s
seen coming down from heaven and laying hold upon that "old
serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan," and binding him a
thousand years . It is during this thousand years that Christ wil l
reign, and the blessings of life to the people resulting from
that reign are depicted in this chapter of Revelation, these bless-
ings being so far-reaching that the dead are seen to return fro m
hades, the Bible hell . (Rev . 20:12-15) Once this glorious work
begins, the people will no longer be asking why God doesn't d o
something about human suffering.

Promise to Abraha m
Subsequent to the Flood, God made a wonderful promise t o

Abraham, a promise which again revealed his intention to d o
something about human suffering . God said to Abraham tha t
through his "Seed" he would bless all the families of the earth.
(Gen. 12 :3 ; 22:18) Later, after Abraham had demonstrated his
faith and loyalty by his willingness to offer up his son Isaac i n
sacrifice, God confirmed his promise by his oath.—Heb. 6 :13-18

In confirming the promise, God said to Abraham that hi s
Seed would possess the gate of his enemies. (Gen. 22:17) In
ancient times when cities were walled for protection agains t
enemies, those who possessed, or controlled the gates, actually
controlled the cities . So here was a promise which implied that
Abraham's "Seed" would be a conquering hero. Thus the thought
of sacrifice, as in the offering of his son, and the idea of rul-
ership, were associated in God's promise to Abraham . Through -
out the Old Testament, and on into the New Testament, God' s
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promises continue to dwell on these two aspects of his plan o f
salvation .
A Peacemaker

When Jacob, the grandson of Abraham, approached death ,
he bestowed blessings upon his sons . His blessing upon Judah
was in the nature of a prophecy concerning the coming of that
great Ruler implied in the promise made to his grandfather .
Jacob refers to this one as "Shiloh," meaning, tranquillity, rest ,
a peaceful one, and said that unto him would the gathering o f
the people be. (Gen . 49:8-12) He also referred to this One who
would come out of Judah as a "lion ." The Hebrew children were
in Egypt at this time, and in the Egyptian government a lion
symbolized the regal right to rule. So again we have the thought
of rulership associated with the promised "Seed . "

In Isaiah 52 :10 this coming Ruler is referred to as the "Arm"
of Jehovah . The promise is that this "Arm" will be revealed in
"the eyes of all the nations," and that all the ends of the earth
shall see the salvation of God . In chapter 53 there is revealed
the fact that this Arm of the Lord must first be sacrificed ,
"brought as a lamb to the slaughter," that his rulership mus t
wait until his sacrificial work is completed .—Isa . 53:1, 7

A prophecy of the birth of the "Seed" of promise is recorded
in Isaiah 9:6, 7, where we read, "Unto us a child is born, unt o
us a son is given : and the government shall be upon his shoulder :
his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The might y
God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the in-
crease of his government and peace there shall be no end . . . .
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this . "

When Israel became a kingdom, her kings ruled from Mount
Zion in Jerusalem . This was a theocratic government in which
the successive kings represented the Lord, and were said to si t
upon the throne of the Lord. (I Chron . 29:23) In the promises
of future kingdom blessings the Lord used Mount Zion—some-
times stated to be just a mountain—to symbolize the messianic
kingdom. Reassuring, indeed, are the promises concerning the
"mountain of the Lord ." Isaiah 25 :6-9 reads :

"In this mountain shall the Lord of hosts make unto all peopl e
a feast of fat things, a feast of wines on the lees, of fat thing s
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full of marrow, of wines on the lees well refined . And he will
destroy in this mountain the face of the covering cast over al l
people, and the veil that is spread over all nations . He will
swallow up death in victory ; and the Lord God will wipe away
tears from off all faces ; and the rebuke of his people shall h e
take away from off all the earth : for the mouth of the Lord
hath spoken it . And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is ou r
God ; we have waited for him, and he will save us : this is the
Lord; we have waited for him, we will be glad and rejoice i n
his salvation . "

The Prophet Daniel also forecast the establishment of thi s
"mountain of the Lord ." In Daniel's interpretation of Nebuchad-
nezzar's dream, the dream in which this king of Babylon saw a
human-like image with head of gold, breast and arms of silver ,
belly and thighs of brass, and legs of iron, he gives us a previe w
of the fall of four great Gentile powers, beginning with Babylon
and ending with Rome . We recognize from Daniel's interpreta-
tion of the head as representing Babylon that the feet and toes
of the image represent the divisions of Rome, the last of the
great empires . These were represented in the various state s
of Europe prior to the first World War which began in 1914 .

In his dream, Nebuchadnezzar saw a stone "cut out of the
mountain without hands" which smote the image on its feet ,
causing it to fall, and grinding it to powder. Then the ston e
became a great mountain which filled the whole earth . (Dan .
2:45) Daniel interprets this to indicate that in the days of th e
rulers represented by the toes of the image the God of heaven
would set up a kingdom . This "mountain," or kingdom of the
Lord, Daniel foretold, would not be given to other people, bu t
would remain forever .—Dan. 2:44

The Prophet Micah also records a prophecy in which the king-
dom of Messiah is likened to a mountain . We quote :

"In the last days it shall come to pass, that the mountain o f
the house of the Lord shall be established in the top of th e
mountains, and it shall be exalted above the hills ; and peopl e
shall flow unto it . And many nations shall come, and say, Come ,
and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, and to the hous e
of the God of Jacob ; and he will teach us of his ways, and w e
HIGHLIGHTS OF DAWN
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will walk in his paths : for the law shall go forth of Zion, and
the word of the Lord from Jerusalem . And he shall judge among
many people, and rebuke strong nations afar off ; and they shal l
beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning-
hooks: nation shall not lift up a sword against nation, neithe r
shall they learn war any more . But they shall sit every man
under his vine and under his fig tree ; and none shall mak e
them afraid : for the mouth of the Lord of hosts hath spoke n
it . "—Micah 4 :1-4

Jesus, the Promised One

These and many other promises and prophecies gave the de-
vout and believing Israelites a definite hope that God would on e
day send them a great Deliverer, One who would free the m
from foreign domination, and exalt them to a position of domi-
nance among the nations . When Jesus came, some of the Is-
raelites accepted him as the Messiah of promise . Andrew said to
Peter, his brother, "We have found the Messias, which is, bein g
interpreted, the Christ."—John 1 :40, 41

All of Jesus' true disciples had this understanding and belief .
To them Jesus was the One whom God had sent to fulfil all th e
wonderful promises concerning a "Seed," a "Shiloh," the "Arm "
of Jehovah, "The Wonderful Counselor," "The mighty God, "
"The everlasting Father," "The Prince of Peace ." They believed
that he was to be the Head over God's ruling house in the anti -
typical Mount Zion, the One who would set up a kingdom which
would bless all nations with peace and security.

As Jesus proceeded with his ministry, his enthusiastic dis-
ciples became more and more convinced that Jesus was indeed
the promised Messiah . As he went about preaching concernin g
the kingdom, and illustrating kingdom blessings by his miracles ,
they knew that the God of Israel must certainly be with thi s
wonderful man . They believed that while he did not have a n
army, that somehow, by the help of God, Israel under his leader -
ship would be able to throw off the Roman yoke, become a fre e
nation, and under their Messiah extend the promised messianic
kingdom world-wide. Only a few days before he died, when h e
rode into Jerusalem on an ass, he was hailed as king by a "Mul-
titude" of his enthusiastic supporters .—Matt. 21:9-11
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Consternation, Bewilderment

But almost without warning, and contrary to the expectations
of his disciples, Jesus was put to death by his enemies . And
what seemed even more bewildering to them was that he sur-
rendered to his enemies, making no effort to free himself from
the charges leveled against him . Naturally, while they still main-
tained a flickering hope, they felt that a dead Messiah could no t
fulfil the promises made concerning him . How could Jesus
now set up a kingdom? How could he now be The Prince o f
Peace? How could he be any of the things, or do any of the
things, which had been foretold concerning him? Jesus was dead !

But their hope was soon revived . Even before the full impact
of his death had reached into the disciples' consciousness, Jesu s
was raised from the dead . And he announced to them that "all
power" had been given to him in heaven and in earth. (Matt .
28:18) They did not at once comprehend fully all the implication s
of Jesus' resurrection . But through his various appearances t o
them, and finally the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost,
the disciples came to understand that Jesus would indeed estab-
lish the long-promised messianic kingdom, and on a grander
scale than they had ever before imagined . The Messiah wa s
not only alive, but had been highly exalted to the divine nature ,
and to the right hand of the throne of God .

But they also learned that before his kingdom would be set
up in the earth, a little company of faithful followers were to
be selected from mankind, and prepared to live and reign with
him when he returned at his second advent. This work has con-
tinued throughout the age, but with the world knowing nothin g
about it . The many who have asked why God doesn't do some -
thing about human suffering, have not realized that he has been
preparing the personnel to administer the laws of a governmen t
which will alleviate all human suffering, and even destroy deat h
itself . Yes, Jesus died on Calvary's cross to take the sinner' s
place in death, that all mankind might be restored to life .—
I Cor . 15:21, 22

"If Christ Be Not Risen "
There were some in Paul's day who did not believe that Jesu s

had been raised from the dead . "If Christ be not risen, then i s
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our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain," Paul wrote .
(I Cor . 15 :14) Jesus died to redeem mankind from death, but a
dead Redeemer could not restore those for whom he died . If
Christ be not risen, then there is no "Seed" of promise to bles s
all the families of the earth . If Christ be not risen, there is no
one to fulfil all those wonderful messianic promises . If Christ b e
not risen, there can never be a world-wide kingdom of peac e
and righteousness . How important indeed is the resurrection o f
Jesus in the outworking of the divine plan of salvation !

Paul also wrote, "But now is Christ risen from the dead, and
become the firstfruits of them that slept ." (I Cor . 15:20) All the
dead, Christians and non-Christians, are asleep, unconscious .
Even Christians, those who "are fallen asleep in Christ" hav e
perished unless there is a resurrection of the dead . (I Cor. 15 :18 )
Our assurance of the resurrection and of a future life for al l
who have died is therefore predicated on the fact that Jesu s
was raised from the dead .

He became the "firstfruits" of them that slept, Paul wrote .
Together with him as a firstfruits class are his faithful follow-
ers of the Gospel Age . (James 1 :18 ; Rev . 14:4) These are brought
forth from death in what the Revelator describes as "the firs t
resurrection . " (Rev. 20 :4-6) The selection and training of thes e
has required the entire Gospel Age . Also prior to the genera l
resurrection, those ancient servants of God, beginning with Abel ,
and on down to John the Baptist, will be brought forth from th e
sleep of death in what Paul describes as a "better resurrection . "
(Heb. 11 :35, 40) These will be the human representatives of the
divine Christ, "princes in all the earth ."—Ps. 45 :16

Then will follow the general awakening of all the dead ,
"every man in his own order," also made possible through th e
death and resurrection of Jesus . (I Cor. 15:23) What a blesse d
hope this is to hold out to the weary and fear-filled world of
today! It is the hope that soon that glorious kingdom of promis e
is to manifest itself in "power and great glory" for the blessing
of all the families of the earth. (Isa . 40 :5; Matt . 24:30) It is the
hope that peace and good will is soon to be established through -
out the earth, and that sin, selfishness, sickness, and death ar e
to be destroyed . It is the hope that all our loved ones who hav e
died are to be awakened from the sleep of death, that they als o
8
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might share in the blessings of the messianic kingdom. All of
this, and more, is assured because Jesus Christ was raised fro m
the dead .

Yes, there is a coming new day of opportunity for all, whic h
the Bible calls the judgment day, which God has assured by the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead . (Matt. 10:15) Paul
wrote, God "hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the
world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained ;
whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hat h
raised him from the dead ."—Acts 17 :3 1

LETTERS OF APPRECIATION '

Learned Muc h

"Dear `Frank and Ernest ' : I am
a regular listener to your Lourenc o
Marques broadcasts . You hav e
taught me a lot . I am intensely in-
terested, and you have helped m e
more than I can express. Kindly let
me have the booklet, 'Reincarna-
tion Versus Resurrection,' as of-
fered ."—South Africa

Appreciates the Trut h

"Dear Brethren : Greetings in Hi s
dear name! I am enclosing one dol-
lar to renew my subscription . It
is now fifteen years since I first
started reading The Dawn Maga-
zine. It has been a great blessin g
to me, and I still look forward to
it just as much as I did at first .
I am thankful that our Heavenly
Father has shown me little by lit-
tle his divine plan of the ages, and
that thereby I have been able to
see his wonderful character of love,

HIGHLIGHTS OF DAWN

mercy, and justice . I appreciate the
labor of love of all the dear breth-
ren at The Dawn . I think of you
often, and remember you in m y
prayers."—Missouri

Blessed by The Daw n

"Dear `Frank and Ernest': I have
been receiving your Dawn Maga-
zine for about a year, and I ca n
hardly wait from one month to
the next for the new issue to ar-
rive . I have really been helpe d
by your literature, and I under-
stand the Bible a great deal more
than I did . I have the first book of
`Studies in the Scriptures,' and de -
sire to obtain the remainder of the
set . I am sending a donation an d
hope that it will be of some help .
I am a widow with three children ,
and don't have very much, but I
do want to help in the good work
you are doing . Very truly yours .
—Ohio
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BIBLE STUDY

LESSON FOR MARCH 1

Martha, and iazarus

GOLDEN TEXT: "She [Martha] saith unto him, Yea, Lord : I believe
that thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which should come into
the world ."—John 11 :27

LUKE 10:38-42

WE are introduced to the little
family of Bethany, consisting of
Lazarus and his two sisters, Mar-
tha and Mary, on the occasion
of Jesus' visit to them, when Mar-
tha complained because Mary di d
not help her with the preparation
of a meal rather then sit at Jesus '
feet. Lazarus, their brother, is
brought to our attention late r
when he became ill and died. It
appears that all three in this fam-
ily believed on Jesus, accepting
him as the Son of God, and as
the foretold Messiah .

In the account of Jesus' visi t
in the home of this family are
the different temperaments of the
two sisters revealed . Mary loved
the Master, and spent all the time
she could in listening to the
gracious words which he uttered .
Martha loved him just as much ,
but sought to express her devo-
tion by making ample provision
for his physical needs and com-
fort .

JOHN 11 :20-27
WHEN Lazarus, the brother of
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Martha and Mary, became seri-
ously ill, they sent word to Jesus ,
hoping, no doubt, that he would
at once come to their home an d
restore health to their brother
as he had done for so many oth-
ers . But Jesus waited for tw o
days, and then said to his dis-
ciples, "Our friend Lazarus sleep-
eth; but I go, that I may awak e
him out of sleep ." Perceiving tha t
his disciples did not understand
what he meant, Jesus said t o
them plainly, "Lazarus is dead ."—
John 11 :1-14

In this narrative one of th e
great truths of the Bible is em-
phasized, which is that the Lord
looks upon the dead as thoug h
they were asleep . Those who ar e
asleep are unconscious . So are
the dead. Those who are asleep
in death will awake, God having
promised to restore the dead t o
life . Jesus said of Lazarus, "I go ,
that I may awake him out of
sleep," and he did just this, a s
an illustration of the manner i n
which divine power is to be ex-
ercised on behalf of the entir e
dead world of mankind .
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Returning to Bethany, as Jesus
approached the home of Martha
and Mary, Martha went out to
meet him. She said to Jesus, "If
thou hadst been here, my brothe r
had not died ." Jesus replied, say-
ing, "Thy brother shall rise
again," and Martha answered, "I
know that he shall arise agai n
in the resurrection at the last
day "

Here Martha reveals her know-
ledge of the great truth of the
resurrection set forth in the
Bible, a great boon that was com-
ing to mankind in "the last day . "
This is not the last day of time ,
but the final age in God's grea t
plan of salvation . Beyond this
"last day" in the plan of salva-
tion there will be an eternity o f
happiness for the restored world
of mankind.

When Martha expressed he r
belief in the resurrection, Jesus
said, "I am the resurrection and
the life: he that believeth on m e
even though he die shall live
again! And no one who liveth
again and believeth on me shall
in anywise die unto times age-
abiding. Believest thou this? "
(vss . 25, 26, Rotherham) Martha
replied, "Yea, Lord : I believ e
that thou art the Christ, the So n
of God."—vs. 27

In Martha's affirmation of be-
lief she revealed her reason fo r
her faith in Jesus ; namely, that
he was the Son of God, and the
promised Messiah . She under-
stood, and correctly, that th e
Messiah was that promised "Seed "
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of Abraham who would bless all
the families of the earth. (Gen .
12 :3 ; 22 :18) She believed tha t
through the Messiah death would
be destroyed, and that all the
prisoners of death would be re-
leased. She believed that follow-
ing their awakening from the
sleep of death they would be
given an opportunity to believe ,
obey the laws of the kingdom ,
and live forever .

JOHN 12:1-3

JESUS had said to his disciple s
that he would go to Bethany and
awaken Lazarus from the sleep
of death . And he did just this.
Standing before the tomb, "he
cried with a loud voice, Lazarus,
come forth. And he that was dead
came forth." (ch . 11 :43) Six days
later he returned to Bethany, and
Martha and Mary made a feast
for him, Lazarus being present.
He was no longer dead having
been awakened from death; he
was no phantom, but the sam e
human Lazarus as before .

QUESTION S

Explain the circumstances unde r
which we are introduced to Martha
and Mary .

Explain what is implied by Jesus '
reference to Lazarus as bein g
asleep, and of awakening him from
sleep .

When will the general resurrec-
tion take place, and why did Mar-
tha associate this great feature of
the divine plan with her belief tha t
Jesus was the Messiah?
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LESSON FOR MARCH 8

the Man Soto 'Mind

GOLDEN TEXT: "If we walk in the light, as he Is in the light ,
we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Chris t
his Son cleanseth us from all sin ."--1 John 1 :7

JOHN 9 :13-17, 24,25, 33-38

THE healing of the man born
blind was another of Jesus' mir-
acles designed to illustrate the
marvelous work of restoration
which in due time he would ac-
complish on behalf of all man -
kind. The failure of the eyes to
function properly is one of the
afflictions which has come up -
on many of the human race be -
cause of original sin. It is one
of the evidences of the death con-
demnation which rests upon all
mankind . It is a part of the dying
process, and the Apostle Paul in -
forms us that all in Adam die .—
I Cor . 15 :21,22

But all in Christ are to be made
alive, Paul assures us . Our Gold-
en Text declares that the bloo d
of Jesus Christ cleanseth from
sin, which means that through
him the death penalty will ulti-
mately be set aside . The present-
age followers of the Master are
the ones specially referred to in
our Golden Text, and these are
now made free from sin upon
the basis of faith, and will ac-
tually be delivered from death in
"the first resurrection ." But in th e
Millennial Age the principle will

apply to all mankind who then
believe and obey.

This means that in God's du e
time all blind eyes will be opened ,
and that all manifestations of
the dying process will be removed .
Isaiah wrote, "Then the eyes o f
the blind shall be opened, and
the ears of the deaf shall be un-
stopped. Then shall the lame man
leap as an hart, and the tongue
of the dumb sing." (Isa. 35:5,6 )
Even the dead are to be restored,
having been ransomed by the pre-
cious blood of Christ. On this
point we read, "The ransomed
of the Lord shall return, an d
come to Zion with songs and ever-
lasting joy upon their heads: they
shall obtain joy and gladness,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee
away."—Isa . 35:10

Blindness is used in the Scrip-
tures to symbolize lack of dis-
cernment in the truths which
God sets forth in his Word, and
by his messengers . Jesus said t o
his disciples, "Blessed are your
eyes, for they see : and your ears,
for they hear ." (Matt . 13 :16) Ther e
were many in Jesus' day wh o
enjoyed good physical eyesigh t
but were blind to the truths whic h
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he was presenting . The same thin g
is true today . Only those to who m
spiritual vision is given by the
Lord are able to see the great
truths of his wonderful plan o f
salvation .

Thoughout the ages the world
of mankind in general has been
blind to the truths of God. The
Scriptures liken these truths t o
a "book" which neither the
learned nor the unlearned ca n
"read." But we are told that a
time is coming when this will
be changed . We read, "In that
day shall the deaf hear the words
of the book, and the eyes of the
blind shall see out of obscurity ,
and out of darkness ."—Isa . 29 :10-
12, 18

The spiritually blind world of
mankind are described in the
Scriptures as having a "veil"
spread over their faces . But the
Lord assures us that in Messiah' s
kingdom, symbolized by a moun-
tain, this veil will be removed .
We read, "He will destroy in thi s
mountain the face of the cover-
ing cast over all people, and the
veil that is spread over all na-
tions ." (Isa . 25:7) The result of
this will be that the knowledge
of the Lord shall fill the earth
as the waters cover the sea .—
Isa . 11 : 9

When Jesus gave sight to the
blind man of our lesson the Phar-
isees were not pleased. They en-
deavored to discount the impli-
cations of such a miracle ; namely ,
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that it was an evidence that God' s
blessing was upon the Master
and his ministry . For one thing ,
they claimed that he ought not
to have done this work on the
sabbath, and the fact that he did
meant that he was a sinner .

The man who had been blind
was caught in this controversy .
His statement to the Pharisee s
was, "Whether he be a sinner
or no, I know not: one thing I
know, that whereas I was blind,
now I see." (vs . 25) But this poor
man was not a match for the
Pharisees when it came to argu-
ment.

Finally they cast him out fro m
their midst. Jesus then came to
his side to comfort him. Jesus
identified himself to the man,
and he replied to the Master,
"Lord, I believe . And he wor-
shiped him." vss . 33-38

QUESTION S
What was one of the reason s

Jesus healed the man who had been
born blind? Of what is blindnes s
a part?

To whom does the Golden Text
particularly apply, and will the
world also receive life through
Christ?

When will all blind eyes be
opened ?

Explain the Bible's symbolic use
of blindness .

When will the whole world kno w
the truths of God?

Give a brief outline of the story
which is the basis of this lesson .
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LESSON FOR MARCH 1 5

Pilate 3udged bg 3esuu
GOLDEN TEXT : "Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king
then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I am a king . To this end
was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I shoul d
bear witness unto the truth . Every one that is of the truth heareth
my voice."—John 18 :37

JOHN 18 :28-3 8

IT IS generally believed tha t
Jesus' death on the cross was
brought about by false testimony
against him by his accusers, bu t
this is not altogether true. Two
main charges were brough t
against Jesus . One was that he
claimed to be the Son of God.
Jesus acknowledged that he wa s
the Son of God . This was before
the high priest . (Matt. 26:63, 64)
True, the religious leaders of
Israel did not believe that Jesu s
was the Son of God, but thei r
charge against him in this con-
nection was not a false one. It
was just that they were not pre-
pared to accept the truth .

We have a similar situation i n
Jesus' appearance before Pilate .
The religious rulers who were
seeking Jesus' death knew tha t
his claim of divine sonship would
not disturb Pilate . This was a
religious issue, and the Roman
government extended a consider -
able degree of religious liberty t o
their captive people . But Jesus'
accusers knew that Pilate could
not very well ignore the charge
that Jesus claimed to be a king.
This would be treason to Rome.

Pilate, however, was not par-
ticularly impressed by this charge .
He knew that Jesus did not have
an army to support him, and eve n
if he wished to set himself up a s
a king over the Israelites, in de-
fiance of the Roman government ,
his efforts could be quickly quell -
ed. But under the circumstance s
he had to give Jesus a hearing ,
so he asked him firsthand if h e
was the king of the Jews.

Probably Pilate thought tha t
Jesus would quickly deny it, and
that this would end the contro-
versy. Instead of this Jesus re -
plied, "Sayest thou this of thy -
self, or did others tell it thee o f
me?" Pilate answered, "Am I a
Jew? Thine own nation and the
chief priests have delivered the e
unto me: what has thou done? "

Jesus knew that he had done
nothing worthy of death under
Roman law. He knew also that hi s
accusers were right in charging
that he claimed to be a king, s o
he said to Pilate, "My kingdom
is not of this world : if my king-
dom were of this world, the n
would my servants fight, that I
should not be delivered to the
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Jews : but now is my kingdom no t
from hence . "

Pilate realized from this that
Jesus did expect to set up a king-
dom, and therefore did claim t o
be a king. But he would also
sense that this fanciful outlook
on Jesus' part did not pose any
immediate threat to the stability
of the Roman Empire . However ,
he did seek further confirmatio n
of Jesus' claim, so asked directly ,
"Art thou a king then?"

To this question Jesus replied ,
"Thou sayest that I am a king .
To this end was I born, and fo r
this cause came I into the world ,
that I should bear witness unto
the truth. Every one that is of the
truth heareth my voice ." Here
was a straight forward confession
by Jesus that he did claim to be
a king. But Pilate still did no t
think Jesus was worthy of death.
As was the custom at that time
of year, Pilate offered to release
Jesus, but his accusers preferre d
Barabbas as they continued to
clamor for the life of Jesus, s o
Pilate saw no way out but t o
yield to them.

Just as it was incredible to Pi -
late to suppose that Jesus could
establish a kingdom that woul d
endanger the authority of the Ro-
man government, it is also in-
credible to the present-day ruler s
that this kingdom of God is to
be a reality. True, Jesus said, "M y
kingdom is not of this world
[Greek, Kosmos, order]," but thi s
does not mean that when hi s
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kingdom is fully established i t
will not be an actual government
which will rule the people of all
nations .—Isa. 9:6, 7

Jesus' statement, "My kingdom
is not of this world," simply
means that God will not use any
of the imperfect earthly govern-
ments and methods to establis h
his long-promised kingdom . It will ,
however, be set up in the earth .

After Jesus was raised from the
dead he announced to his disci-
ples that all power had bee n
given him in heaven and in earth ,
This "all power" will be utilize d
in the setting up of his kingdom ,
and the power of arms will not
be needed . Jesus will be the "King
of kings" in his government, and
he will have associate rulers .
These will be those who, durin g
the present age, have suffere d
and died with him. These will be
with Jesus, exalted to the divine
nature, and will be invisible to
men. But they will have human
representatives, called "princes . "
(Ps . 45 :16) Through these agencie s
Christ's kingdom will extend it s
blessings of peace and life world-
wide .

QUESTION S

Were the charges brought agains t
Jesus by his accusers true, or false?

Was Jesus the Son of God? Di d
he come into the world to be a
king ?

In what sense is the kingdom o f
Christ not of this world? Does thi s
mean that it will not be set up in
the earth?
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LESSON FOR MARCH 2 2

` h~ ~IUO `t~hietlws

GOLDEN TEXT: "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness ."
I John 1 :9

LUKE 23:32-4 3

THE account of the two male-
factors, or thieves, who were cru-
cified with Jesus has been grossl y
misunderstood. As a rule it is
misused in an attempt to prov e
that those who repent and ac-
cept Christ as their Redeeme r
just before they die are sure to
go immediately to heaven . The
promise made to the kindly dis-
posed thief that he would b e
with Jesus in paradise is th e
basis for this incorrect reasoning .
Let us examine the record and
see what it does reveal with re-
spect to the divine plan.

As we saw in last week's les-
son, one of the charges leading
to Jesus' crucifixion was that h e
claimed to be a king . An inscrip-
tion to this effect was mounted
at the head of his cross : "Thi s
is the king of the Jews." Most
of those at the scene of the cru-
cifixion were aware that Jesu s
had been a worker of miracles ;
that he had "saved others." The
two thieves knew this, and on e
of them said to Jesus, "If thou
be Christ, save thyself and us ."—
vs. 39

The other thief was more con-
siderate . He rebuked his compan-
ion for his attitude, and acknowl -
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edged that while they were bein g
justly punished, Jesus had done
no wrong . Then, turning to Jesus ,
he requested, "Lord, remembe r
me when thou comest into thy
kingdom." (vs. 42) The circum-
stances and surroundings suggest -
ed this request . The inscription
over the cross, the conversatio n
of the soldiers, etc., indicate d
that Jesus expected one day to
set up a kingdom, a government .
While the immediate situation
indicated that this was a fals e
expectation, it might be tha t
some miracle would occur tha t
would change this situation . Aft-
er all, Jesus was purported to b e
a worker of miracles .

If perchance Jesus should come
into a kingdom, and in time t o
save him, the thief wanted to b e
remembered . It is possible, o f
course, that the thief was pro -
jecting his vision to the time o f
the resurrection, although it i s
not necessary to suppose he did .
Certainly he did not realize that
Jesus was then dying as his Re-
deemer, and the Redeemer of th e
whole world of mankind. Even
Jesus' disciples did not realize
this at the time .

But Jesus, in a desire to bear
witness to the great kingdo m
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truth, lifted the scene from its
local setting and made a promis e
to the thief which was to be ful-
filled in a future age, and after
they had both been raised fro m
the dead. He said to the thief ,
according to Rotherham's trans-
lation, "Verily I say unto thee
this day: with me shalt thou be
in paradise ."—vs. 43

The principal difference be-
tween this and the Common Ver-
sion translation is that it place s
the punctuation in its prope r
place, which is after the word
"today," rather than before it .
Thus Jesus is seen to emphasize
the day in which he was makin g
the promise, rather than tellin g
the thief that they would be in
paradise together that day . De-
spite the fact that everythin g
seemed against Jesus that day,
he assured the thief that through
the agencies of his kingdom, par-
adise conditions will be restore d
throughout the earth, and tha t
the thief would be raised from
the dead and have an opportunity
of enjoying its blessings.

For Jesus to make such a prom-
ise on such a day gave grea t
evidence of his faith in the vic-
torious outworking of the divine
plan. Beside, this was quite a
customary manner of speech in
Bible times. Deuteronomy 4:3 9
reads, "Know therefore this day ,
and consider it in thine heart ,
that the Lord, he is God in heav-
en above, and upon the earth
beneath. "
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Neither Jesus nor the thie f
went to paradise the day they
died . They both died. Jesus died
for the sins of the world . He
poured out his soul unto death .
(Isa. 53:10,12) His soul went t o
sheol, which is the Bible hell. (Ps .
16 :10) The thief died as a mem-
ber of the condemned and dyin g
race, and became unconscious in
death .—Eccles . 9:5,10 .

Jesus' death provided redemp-
tion for the thief, and for all
mankind, including the other
thief . All will be awakened fro m
the sleep of death and given a n
opportunity to accept redemptio n
through Christ, obey the laws of
the kingdom, and live forever .
Naturally, the thief who showe d
consideration to Jesus will th e
more readily accept that loving
provision when it is offered to
him, but he will have to demon-
strate by his obedience that he
has genuinely turned to the Lord .
All will have to do this, and it
will be more difficult for the
thief who railed at Jesus .

QUESTIONS
What misuse has been made of

the account of the two thieves wh o
were crucified with Jesus ?

What did the thief know about
Christ's kingdom, that he shoul d
ask to be remembered in it ?

Why did Jesus speak of paradis e
in his reply to the thief, and what
is implied by his use of the word
"today"?

Why do we know that neither
Jesus nor the thief went to Para-
dise the day they died?
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LESSON FOR MARCH 2 9

larg Magdalene and t
GOLDEN TEXT: "Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast
seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen ,
and yet have believed ."—John 20 :29

JOHN 20:11-1 8

THE fact of Jesus' resurrectio n
from the dead is one of the
great fundamentals of the divine
plan of salvation . In his sermon
on Mars' hill, Paul said that Go d
had given assurance of the res-
urrection unto all men by rais-
ing Jesus from the dead. (Acts
17:31) But to start with, thos e
disciples who had been so close
to the Master did not have thi s
assurance, for they did not know
that he had been resurrected.

Mary Magdalene was amon g
the first at the tomb early in
the morning of that memorable
first day of the week. She entere d
the tomb and found it empty,
with two angels on guard . Turn-
ing, she left the tomb weeping.
Just outside she saw someone sh e
supposed to be the gardener, and
asked where he had put the body
of her beloved Master.

Then Jesus addressed her i n
his old familiar manner, saying,
"Mary." She recognized his voice ,
and at once sought to embrac e
him. We are to remember tha t
Jesus' garments had been divid-
ed among the Roman soldiers a t
the time of his crucifixion . The
linen with which he was wrapped

for burial remained in the tomb.
Therefore the gardener 's clothes
had been provided miraculously ,
and just as miraculously a human
body was assumed in which to
appear to Mary. To Mary he look-
ed like a gardener. She did not
see a body which resembled th e
man Christ Jesus . He had given
his flesh, his humanity, for the
life of the world .—John 6 :5 1

When through his voice sh e
recognized her Master and sought
to embrace him, Jesus said,
"Touch me not ; for I am not ye t
ascended to my Father : but go
to my brethren, and say unt o
them, I ascend unto my Father ,
and your Father ; and to my God ,
and your God ." (vs . 17) Prior t o
his crucifixion Jesus had
explained that he would retur n
to his Father, and that when h e
did he would send the Holy Spiri t
to comfort his disciples. (John 14 :
26-29) Now he was remindin g
Mary that the chief blessing he
had for her would come as a
result of the fulfilment of thi s
promise, and not to expect spe-
cial comfort from him otherwise .

JOHN 20:24-29
MARY obeyed Jesus' comman d

to inform the other disciples of
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his resurrection, and to tell the m
that he would be ascending t o
the Father . Jesus also appeared
that same evening to the apostles ,
but Thomas was not with them .
When they told Thomas that
they had seen the Lord, he re -
plied, "Except I shall see in hi s
hands the print of the nails, an d
put my finger into the print of
the nails, and thrust my han d
into his side, I will not believe ."—
vss . 19-2 5

Eight days after this, when the
the apostles were again gathered,
and Thomas with them, Jesu s
appeared again . This time, also,
the doors were shut, and he sud-
denly appeared in their midst ,
seemingly without the need of
opening the doors . He demon-
strated that he had been present ,
and had heard Thomas' remark
concerning his hands, feet, and
side. Jesus invited Thomas to
reach forth his finger and his
hand and touch the wounds i n
his own hand and side, which h e
had said he required in order t o
believe that his Master had bee n
raised from the dead .

Thomas was convinced, and
said to Jesus, "My Lord and m y
God." Then follow Jesus' word s
quoted in our Golden Text, ex-
plaining to Thomas that those
who are able to believe without
seeing have the greater blessing .
Mary was one of these. The tw o
disciples on the way to Emmau s
to whom the resurrected Chris t
conversed were others. These had
been convinced, not by what they
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saw, but by what they heard .
The verse following our lesson

assignment reads, "And man y
other signs truly did Jesus in
the presence of his disciples,
which are not written in this
book." Luke wrote that Jesus
showed himself alive by "many
infallible proofs ." (Acts 1:3) Had
Jesus been raised from the dead
as a human, possessing the sam e
body with which his disciples
were familiar, no further proofs
of his resurrection would hav e
been necessary. But he was no t
raised as a human. He was "pu t
to death in the flesh," but mad e
alive in the Spirit, highly exalted
above angels, principalities and
powers .—I Pet. 3 :18; Eph. 1 :20 -
23; Phil. 2 :8-1 1

This being so, he needed to
produce "signs," as John calls
them. One of these "signs" was
his appearance in a body of th e
sort that Thomas demanded to
see. But this was only a sign .
This was not Jesus' glorified, di-
vine body, which is forever in-
visible to human eyes. We are
promised that if faithful we will
be made like him, and see hi m
"as he is," not as he was .—
I John 3 :1-3
QUESTIONS

What is the importance of Jesus'
resurrection to the Christian?

How was Mary convinced that
the "gardener" was in reality Jesus?

What word did John use to de -
scribe Jesus' appearance to Thomas ?

How do we know that Jesus was
not raised from the dead as a hu-
man being?
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THE FAITH OF OUR FATHERS

A Consideration of Catholic Doctrine—Section VII I

Introduction - Part I I
WE HAVE now come to the heart of this presentation—a careful
consideration of Catholic doctrine . The background setting ha s
been provided; it should now be profitable to proceed with some
of the details.

In developing this second part we shall endeavor to be fai r
in presenting the Catholic viewpoint, using clear, documente d
statements or exact quotations whenever possible . Particular at-
tention will be given to locating the origin of specific beliefs
by investigating the traditions of the church, the teachings o f
Holy Scripture, the writings of the early church fathers, an d
related areas.

At this point our readers will not be surprised if we state
that great emphasis will be placed upon searching the Scripture s
in our examination of the various beliefs and practices which are
to follow. We are glad to reiterate the Catholic position on this ;
that the teaching of their church "is never completely independ-
ent of the Bible or in any way opposed to it ." Further, it is also
stated, "The better acquainted a Catholic is with the Scriptures ,
the better will he understand the teachings of his church . "

Catholics are confident that their beliefs can be substantiate d
and found to be perfectly harmonious with the Scriptures .
Therefore, the diligent effort which we will make to find Bibl e
support for the various doctrines should be welcomed by one
and all . Surely the Catholic Church's recent re-emphasis upo n
Bible study should serve as a hearty stimulus to a re-examina-
tion of just what the Scriptures do teach in these different
areas of faith .

As this study unfolds, it is our fervent prayer that all wil l
be drawn very close to the loving God who is the Father of u s
all and the One who has so graciously provided us with hi s
written Word to satisfy our every spiritual need . And as the
harmony and reasonableness of the divine truths of Scriptur e
24
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are perceived, it is hoped that all will be encouraged to plac e
their trust in the firm spiritual foundation which is laid for u s
in God's written Word.

With the guidance of the Holy Spirit, let us endeavor to re -
capture the broad outlines of that pure "faith which was once
delivered unto the saints ." (Jude 3) In possession of this faith ,
we will surely be moved to the same zeal and enthusiasm as th e
early Christians in laying down our lives in the service of ou r
great and wonderful God .

Section IX

The Virgin Mary

One element of Catholic faith which clearly sets it apart fro m
Protestantism is the emphasis which is placed upon the worshi p
of the Virgin Mary. Protestants are generally at a loss to under-
stand why Mary has become so universally endeared in the
hearts of Catholics . Statues and images of her are everywhere
in evidence . In their thoughts and devotions Catholics give Mary
an exalted place. Prayer addressed to her is more voluminous
and has become more natural than to the Heavenly Father .
Love, dedication, and service are directed to her in wholehearte d
abundance .

The Catholic explanation for rendering such honor and wor-
ship to Mary is quite simple : " . . . because she is the Mother
of God, and consequently surpasses (all angels and other saints )
in grace and glory and in her power of intercession . . . Mary
is styled `Queen of the Angels' and `Queen of all the Saints, '
because the angels and the saints look up to and honor her a s
their queen . 74 O

In the Rosary, we find Catholics repeating : "Holy Mary ,
Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now, and at the hour of our

40Francis Cassilly, Religion, Doctrine, and Practice, p . 70.
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death ." 41 In an evening prayer : "We fly to thy patronage, 0
holy Mother of God . Despise not our petitions in our necessities ,
but deliver us from all dangers, 0 ever glorious and blesse d
Virgin." 4 2

Protestants, of course, are familiar with and accept the Bibl e
narrative regarding Mary. They believe that she was a pure
and upright maiden, chosen of God to become the mother o f
Jesus . As such, they believe she is worthy of receiving honor
and esteem and the appropriate scriptural designation of "bless-
ed." (Luke 1:48) Mary is thus also seen to be endeared in th e
hearts of Protestants, but only in accordance with the hono r
that was shown to her in the Scriptures .
In Scriptur e

Let us first look more closely at the title, "Mother of God ." This
expression is neither found in the Bible as such, nor does i t
describe the truth of the matter . All will agree that Mary was
the mother of Jesus . But Jesus is always termed as the "Son
of God," and is never identified as the Almighty God or the
Heavenly Father. It was the purely human babe Jesus wh o
was born of Mary, not the Creator of the universe who existed
from "everlasting to everlasting ." (Psalm 90:2) Thus seen, the
title, "Mother of God," expresses serious error, for He wh o
exists and has neither beginning nor end is timeless, and coul d
not be born of one who herself was a product of His creation .

Other Catholic beliefs regarding Mary seem equally as puz-
zling to Protestants . The Immaculate Conception is a dogma
which was defined as recently as 1954 by Pope Pius IX . It does
not pertain to the sinlessness of the babe Jesus, as some Prot-
estants have mistakenly inferred from its title, but refers t o
the birth of his mother, Mary . In his pronouncement, the Pop e
said that the blessed Virgin Mary "in the first instant of he r
conception, by a singular privilege and grace granted by God,
in view of the merits of Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the human
race, was preserved exempt from all stain of original sin ." 4 3

41 Rev. Joseph Deharbe, Abridged Catechism of Christian Doctrine, p . V.
42 ibld ., p. XIV.
43" Immaculate Conception," The Catholic Encyclopedia, VII, 674, 674 .
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Catholic authorities readily state that they cannot find scrip-
tural substantiation for this dogma: "No direct or categorical
and stringent proof of the dogma can be brought forward fro m
Scripture . . . 44 What they do not seem to realize, however ,
is that the teaching of the Bible plainly refutes it, and doe s
not provide any ground for holding such a view .

Taking the human race as a whole, we find that only Adam
and Eve were perfect, being created such directly by God . Be-
cause of their disobedience, this perfection was very short-lived .
But not only were they condemned, but also all their progeny ,
as yet unborn : for the Scriptures read, "By the offense of on e
judgment came upon all men to condemnation . " (Rom. 5:18 )
Again, "All have sinned, and come short of the glory of God . "
(Rom. 3 :23) ; and "there is not a just man upon earth, that doet h
good, and sinneth not ."—Eccles . 7:20

The only exception to this general rule which we find lai d
down in the Scriptures pertains to our Lord Jesus Christ, an d
the reason for it is clearly given . Of Jesus it is written that he
was "holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners" (Heb. 7 :
26), and that he "did no sin, neither was guile found in hi s
mouth." (I Pet . 2:22) It was possible for Jesus to be born free
from the taint of all sin because the Heavenly Father miracu-
lously intervened in the usual course of human conception . Yes ,
it was the power of the Almighty One which overshadowed Mar y
and caused her to conceive in her womb and later bring fort h
the babe Jesus . Only thus was it possible for Jesus to be bor n
free of the adamic condemnation which plagued the entire race ,
and to exhibit the same perfection of human nature as wa s
originally displayed in the first man Adam before he sinned .

But concerning Mary we find no such statements that she
was preserved from all stain of original sin, nor is there an y
logical reason why she would have to be so exempted . Being
conceived in the usual manner by two human parents, she wa s
brought under the same condemnation which every other in-
dividual of the human race has inevitably inherited . If it were
not so, we would expect a clear scriptural statement mentionin g
the matter and also explaining why it would be necessary. With

4 4 lbid .
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no such teachings to be found in the Bible and no justificatio n
for holding such a view, there remains simply no basis for be-
lieving in the immaculate conception .

Actually, the truth of Mary's conception lends added credit
to the character and demeanor of one who was found honorabl e
and upright in her struggles against the shortcomings and weak-
nesses of the flesh which are inherent in the adamic condem-
nation, and pass upon all men . Yes, truly Mary was as one of
us, who endeavored to live a righteous life, a pure and virtuou s
life, in the fear of the Lord, in spite of the fallen tendencie s
inherent in her very nature. What a blessed and wonderful re -
ward she received, even in this life, by being chosen to becom e
the mother of our Lord! What a wonderful example she is t o
us, who also strive against the inherited weaknesses of the flesh ,
to be found acceptable and pleasing in the sight of our same
Heavenly Father !

Another belief respecting Mary which Protestants have diffi-
culty in accepting is her perpetual virginity . Here, again, ther e
appears to be abundant scriptural evidence to refute this view ,
and no logical reason for holding it . Matthew 1 :24, 25 reads :
"Then Joseph . . . did as the angel of the Lord commande d
him; he took (her to his side as) his wife, but he had no unio n
with her as her husband until she had borne her first-born Son . "
(Amplified N. T.) Certainly there appears to be a clear implica-
tion here that after Jesus was born Mary and Joseph lived a
normal married life together. As a matter of fact, in the course
of time several children, both boys and girls, were born to Mary ,
as enumerated in Mark 6 :3: "Is not this the carpenter, the son
of Mary, the brother of James, and Joses, and of Juda, an d
Simon? and are not his sisters here with us? "

One can only speculate that the theory of the perpetual vir-
ginity was intended to add still further to Mary's state of holi-
ness, and thus make her a fit object for worship. But we notic e
that this theory is based upon the assumption that sanctity an d
wedlock are incompatible, which the Scriptures clearly teach i s
false . The marriage state was instituted by God, and is therefor e
holy. Paul specifically wrote that "marriage is honorable in all ,
and the bed undefiled ." (Heb. 13:4) We conclude, therefore, that
Mary's subsequent role as a mother of several children doe s
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not detract in any way from the honor due to her for having
been chosen as the virgin mother of Jesus .

The bodily assumption of Mary into heaven is another belief
which is freely admitted to find no support in Scripture . It may
safely be stated that throughout all of the Bible there is not th e
slightest suggestion that Mary was shown preference over an d
above the apostles or other saints, in receiving her heavenl y
reward in advance of the others. All of the faithful believers i n
Christ were to await together the time of their change in th e
first resurrection, to occur at the appearance and return of th e
Lord Jesus.—I Thess . 4:15-17; I Cor. 15:51, 52

Also, there would be no need to retain the human body fo r
those born of the Spirit in the first resurrection. As part of
their heavenly inheritance the church has been promised glori-
ous spiritual bodies befitting their divine nature, and fully ca-
pable of carrying out all the functions of spirit beings on tha t
high plane of existence . (I Cor. 15:35-50) Their bodies of flesh
were consumed on the symbolic altar of sacrifice during their
earthly careers, and would only serve as a handicap to the ne w
spiritual minds and bodies which they shall receive . (Rom. 12 :1 )
Hence to insist that Mary was borne bodily into heaven at th e
moment of her death would appear to be unscriptural and un-
reasonable on two separate counts .

This brings us now to a consideration of Mary's role as an
intercessor, a belief which universally inspires Catholics to cal l
upon her for help in their time of need . Catholics believe tha t
in this capacity Mary has the power to intercede with Jesus on
behalf of those who place their trust in her . The stress on he r
role as intercessor is placed not so much between God and men ,
which is generally held to be the province of Jesus Christ, as
it is between Jesus Christ and men. 45 Catholics "believe that
she is our Mediatrix . . . between men and her Son. . . . They
pray to her, not that she by her own authority or by any per-
sonal resources of her own, may give us graces and blessings ,
but that she may appeal on our behalf to her Divine Son, wh o

45 Knights of Columbus Religious Information Bureau, Let Us Judge

Catholics by the Bible, p . 34 .
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in turn will make intercession for us before Him who is th e
source of every good and perfect gift ." 4 6

In order for this belief in the special powers of Mary to meri t
acceptance, we would expect several things from the Scriptures .
First, it would be most convincing if there were a direct teachin g
bearing on this matter, and explaining Mary's role as an inter-
cessor to us . Second, it would be helpful if it were shown that
prayer directed to Mary were proper, and in accord with th e
wishes of God . And third, we would expect a statement that i t
is better for Christians not to go directly to Jesus, but rathe r
to confide the matter to Mary first and rely upon her abilit y
to intercede for us .

What do we find, then, when we approach the Scripture s
with these expectations in mind? As for direct teachings explic-
itly outlining Mary's assumed role as intercessor, there are
none . As for secondary supporting material, at least suggesting
the possibility of Mary's special powers, again there is none .
The only claim that is made for Bible verification rests upo n
one statement, which we will shortly see has no bearing o n
the subject .

On the other side of the question, there are specific facts
of Scripture which are inescapable . Not only did Jesus not say
that believers were to approach him through Mary or anothe r
saint, but he very positively declared that all were to com e
directly to him: "Come unto me, all ye that labor and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest ." (Matt. 11:28) "I am the
way, the truth, and the life : no man cometh unto the Father ,
but by me." (John 14:6) "He that cometh to me, . . . I will in
no wise cast out ."—John 6 :35,37

Whereas the term "intercessor" is never once used to de -
scribe Mary, it is freely used in describing the work of Jesu s
for his followers : "Who shall lay anything to the charge of
God's elect? . . . It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen
again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maket h
intercession for us." (Rom. 8: 33,34) "He is able also to save
them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he
ever liveth to make intercession for them."— Heb. 7:25

46 Ibid ., p . 36.
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Again, in the matter of offering formal prayer, there is no t
so much as an intimation that it should be addressed to Mar y
or any other saint . When the disciples asked Jesus to teach
them how to pray, he replied, "After this manner therefor e
pray ye : Our Father which art in heaven ." (Matt. 6 :9) Yes, prayer
should be offered to God himself, as shown by Jesus' own ex -
ample and his specific declaration, "When thou prayest, . . .
pray to thy Father which is in secret ; and thy Father which
seeth in secret shall reward thee openly ."—Matt . 6 : 6

All believers, then, on the basis of their faith in God and
in his Son Jesus Christ, stand in a very personal relationship
before the Father . At any time, and in any circumstance o f
life, they have this wonderful privilege of coming before th e
throne of heavenly grace to seek the face of the Father . But
always this is done in the manner authorized by Jesus ; that
is, in his name and through his merit . Yes, we may come di-
rectly to Jesus in responding to his gracious invitation, and
have the full assurance of faith that we will be received an d
welcomed. By trusting in his finished work of redemption o n
our behalf, through Jesus we may call upon the Heavenly Fa-
ther and thus receive grace to help in our every time of need .—
Heb. 4:1 6

There is no need for any other personality, no matter how
worthy or endearng that individual may be, to come into this
picture of the communion and fellowship of every believe r
with God through our Lord Jesus . Let the precious words o f
Jesus remind us of the legacy which is freely granted to al l
his followers: "If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you ,
ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you . . . .
Whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may
give it you."—John 15:7,16

There is just one text that Catholics rely upon to provide
some basis for their belief in Mary's intercessory powers . It
is found in John 2:1-11, which recounts Mary's calling to th e
attention of her son Jesus the fact that there was insufficien t
wine at the marriage feast in Cana. This resulted in our Lord
performing his first miracle, and hence is used to illustrate
Mary's role as mediatrix and intercessor . We believe it is a

(Continued on page 34)
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(Continued from page 31 )

fallacy to use this simple incident of our Lord's granting a
request of his mother as the basis for such a vital doctrin e
respecting the supposed exalted station and distinguished role
of Mary. If this simple act entitles Mary to this position, why
would not others who were similarly favored be entitled t o
the same exaltation ?

Let us explain this more fully by reference to other scrip-
tural incidents where individuals were found interceding with
Jesus on behalf of their loved ones . For example, turn to Mat-
thew 20:20-23, where Zebedee's wife implored Jesus to grant her
sons special honors ; or the account in Matthew 8 :5-13, where
Jesus granted the wish of a centurion to have his servant heale d
of the palsy .

In none of these instances do we find Catholics attaching
significance to the intercessory abilities of Zebedee's wife o r
the centurion . These are simply understood to demonstrate Jesus '
willingness to help others whenever feasible, and especially i n
reward of exceptional degrees of faith . We believe the accoun t
of the marriage feast may be understood in this same manner .

In Church Traditio n

In our study of the various Catholic beliefs regarding Mary,
we have found that Bible support is wholly lacking, and in
most cases is not even claimed as a basis for them . This
raises the logical question of how these beliefs arose in th e
church, and where their source really lies . In making our in-
vestigation of this area, we shall rely heavily upon Catholi c
authorities, as their statements are quite plain and revealing .

On the one hand, the Catholic Church maintains that th e
worship of the Virgin Mary is a practice as old as the church
itself, yet on the other hand we have the findings of her ow n
scholars to the contrary . Note this clear statement from th e
Catholic Encyclopedia, very much to the point : "We do not
meet with any clear traces of the cultus of the Blessed Virgin
in the first Christian centuries ."4 7

47"Devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary," Tha Catholic Encyclopedia ,
XV, 459.
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Despite all evidence to the contrary, the notion that the wor-
ship of Mary was popular in early Christianity has been instille d
by the Church to justify its practice . But again, the hones t
declarations of her own scholars stand out in sharp contrast :
"Evidence regarding the popular practice of the early centuries
is almost entirely lacking ." 48 If, then, there are no clear trace s
of this doctrine and, in fact, if all evidence for it is entirel y
void, it certainly leads us to wonder how the Catholic Churc h
can declare with such positive assurance that it was well-estab-
lished in the Early Church .

Catholics themselves have pondered this inconsistency, but
have only come up with vague speculations regarding it : "It
is not impossible that the practice of invoking the aid of th e
Mother of Christ had become more familiar to the more simpl e
faithful some time before we discover any plain expression o f
it in the writings of the Fathers . . . . In the paintings of the
catacombs more particularly, we begin to appreciate the ex-
ceptional position that she began, from an early period, t o
occupy in the thoughts of the faithful. Some of these fres-
coes . . . are believed to date from the first half of the secon d
century. Three others . . . are a century later. . . . More star-
tling is the evidence of certain apocryphal writings, notably
that of the so-called Gospel of St . James." 49

Let us stop to reflect upon this for a moment . Even from
Catholic sources, no sound basis for this doctrine can be found .
The best that can be offered is the statement that it always
existed as a practice within the Church, although it is freely
admitted that all evidence for such is lacking. For the first
two hundred years of Christianity the only recourse that can
be made is to various works of art which are supposed to de-
pict the worship of Mary . That this is a feeble way to attempt
to prove any matter of doctrine is pointed out by no less a
Catholic authority than St . Augustine himself : "Thus to fall
most completely into error was the due desert of men who
sought for Christ and his apostles not in the holy writings ,
but on painted walls . "5 0

48 1bid ., p . 460.
49 lbid .
50Manuel Perez Vila, I Found the Ancient Way, p. 23
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Next, we find that the apocryphal writings are turned to
in an effort to find justification for this doctrine. We trust that
our earlier discussion of these writings has shown that the y
are not trustworthy in matters of doctrine, and so must be
passed by. By process of elimination, this brings us to the writ-
ings of the Early Church fathers .

The absence of any commentary in the earliest writings o f
the fathers would seem to signify that the worship of Mar y
was entirely unknown to them. Their later remarks pertainin g
to the various questionable beliefs about Mary are of a mixe d
nature, indicating disagreement among the writers themselves .
Even here, Catholics cannot find clear substantiation for thei r
beliefs, as freely admitted by their own authorities : "In re-
gard to the sinlessness of Mary, the older fathers are very
cautious : some of them even seem to have been in error on
this matter." 5 1

Not only do the early fathers fail to support the doctrin e
of the immaculate conception of Mary, but most amazing o f
all, we find that even some of the popes spoke out against
it : "Pope Innocent III declared that Eve was formed withou t
guilt and brought forth in guilt ; that Mary was formed in
guilt and brought forth without guilt . And Pope Leo I add s
that among men only Christ was innocent, because `he alone
was conceived and born without concupiscence.' Gregory the
Great says the same thing." 5 2

One of the earliest references to a specific act of worship-
ing the Virgin Mary is found in the writings of St . Epiphanius .
(d .403 A.D.) This church father not only mentions the prac-
tice of offering cakes to Mary in sacrifice, which was carried
out by an obscure sect known as the Collyridians, but speci-
fically denounces them for doing it . His counsel to these Chris-
tians was : "Let Mary be held in honor. Let the Father, Son ,
and Holy Ghost be adored, but let no one adore Mary ." 5 3

Actually, it was not until the period of the early Middl e

51 "Immaculate Conception," The Catholic Encyclopedia, VII, 674, 675 .
52 Vila, op. cit., p . 42 .
53" Devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary," The Catholic Encyclopedia ,

XV, 460.

36

	

THE DAWN



Ages that there developed an "authoritative acceptance of Mar-
ian devotion as an integral part of the Church's life . It is dif-
ficult, to give precise dates for the introduction of the variou s
festivals, but . . . the celebration of the Assumption, Annun-
ciation, Nativity, and Purification of Our Lady may certainl y
be traced to this period ." 5 4

And it was not until the later Middle Ages that the wor-
ship of Mary became a universal practice in the church . "I t
was characteristic of this period, which for our present pur-
pose may be regarded as beginning with the year 1000, tha t
the deep feeling of love and confidence in the Blessed Virgin ,
which hitherto had expressed itself vaguely and in accordance
with the promptings of the piety of individuals, began to take
organized shape in a vast multitude of devotional practices .
In any case, the homage paid to Our Lady during the later
Middle Ages was universal ." 5 5

Now then, having traced the rise of Marian devotion as a
progressive development within the Catholic Church, which re-
quired a full thousand years to reach its fruition, we are stil l
left without the knowledge of its true origin . Neither the Bible ,
the practices of the early Christians, nor the writings of the
church fathers can be shown to serve as its basis . Nonetheless ,
history is not silent in this matter, and does furnish us wit h
the true source of the worship of Mary.

For many centuries prior to the advent of Christianity th e
pagan religions had honored not only a variety of gods, bu t
goddesses as well. One can well imagine the conflict of ide-
ologies that accompanied the rise of the Judean-Christian con-
cept of one God. The early Christian writers vigorously pro -
tested against the errors of polytheistic worship and especially
"the pagan custom of raising men to the rank of gods or dem-
igods ."56 However, paralleling the tremendous compromise i n
Christian doctrine effected by the later church of the fourt h
century, as detailed in an earlier section of this paper, Mary ,
the apostles, martyrs, and angels were substituted for the pa -

54 lbid ., p . 462 .
55 Ibid ., pp. 463, 464.
66Kenneth Scott Latourette, The First Five Centuries, p . 319.
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gan gods and goddesses, in an effort to facilitate the force d
conversion of hordes of unbelievers .

"Often pagan divinities and heroes, more or less thinly
transformed or disguised, persisted under Christian names or
were displaced by Christian substitutes . When, as often hap-
pened, a pagan site or temple was appropriated for Christian
purposes, something of its previous associations might re -
main . . . . The cult of the Virgin Diana may have contribute d
to the worship of the Virgin Mary and more than a coincidenc e
may possibly be seen in the facts that one of the earliest churche s
in honor of Mary rose at Ephesus on the site of the famou s
temple of Diana, and that in the same city in 431 a synod wa s
held which first officially designated Mary the Mother of God .

"In some places in Italy the ancient Lares are said to hav e
been replaced by the Virgin, or the saints, or figures of th e
child Jesus. Presumably under such circumstances somethin g
of the functions assigned to the old were transferred to their
successors . In Sicily the Virgin is said to have taken posses-
sion of all the sanctuaries of Ceres and Venus, and the paga n
rites associated with them are reported to have been perpet-
uated in part in honor of the Mother of Christ . At Naples lamps
burning before the image of the Virgin are said to have re -
placed those before the family gods . At Naples, too, the popular
cult of the Madonna is conjectured to have proceeded fro m
that of Vesta and Ceres . . . . The conjecture is offered that
figures of Isis and Horus suggested the form for pictures of th e
Virgin ." 5 7

Thus the true origin of the worship of Mary is found to exis t
in the transposition of the popular polytheistic custom of wor-
shiping goddesses into the realm of the church . No wonder i t
was not possible to establish a Christian source for this doc-
trine—it never was Christian from the very start !
In Personal Devotio n

With this background, what should be said in evaluating th e
Catholic position regarding Mary, the mother of Jesus? Certainl y
we appreciate the sincerity of intention demonstrated in de -
siring to hold in highest esteem one whom the Heavenly Father
57 1bid ., pp . 320, 325
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has greatly honored. However, we cannot be negligent in point-
ing out the dangers that accompany even such a sincere effort ,
if it is not based firmly upon the written Word of God .

Consider some of the titles and offices that have been heape d
upon Mary : "Refuge of Sinners," "Seat of Wisdom ." "Morning
Star," "Our Life, Our Sweetness and Hope," "Advocate," "Me-
diatrix," and "Co-redemptrix ." In the language and meaning of
the Holy Scriptures, such terms (except the last two, which
are unscriptural) properly belong to our Lord Jesus Christ .
To remove them from him and grant them to another amount s
to a usurpation of his just place in the hearts of believers . Do
we really believe that anyone should receive glory comparabl e
to our Lord Jesus, or be raised to a level so high as to compete
in effect with his lofty position in honor or devotion ?

The Bible is consistent in directing our attention to the On e
who is most worthy of receiving our praise : "Consider the Apos-
tle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus ; who was
faithful to him that appointed him." (Heb. 3 :1,2) "He is before
all things . . . he is the Head of the body, the church . . . the
firstborn from the dead ; that in all things he might have the
pre-eminence." (Col . 1:13-18) Yes, it is Jesus who was foun d
faithful, even unto the ignominious death of the cross . And
for this reason the Father has "highly exalted him, and given
him a ,name which is above every name : that at the name of
Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and thing s
in earth . . . and that every tongue should confess that Jesu s
Christ is Lord . "—Phil . 2:8-1 1

We are not endeavoring in any way to detract from the no-
bility and purity of the character of Mary, or to lessen the plac e
of honor which should be accorded to her . Unquestionably, t o
deserve the honor of being selected as the mother of Jesus ,
she possessed the finest and most virtuous qualities to be found
in the human race. We merely desire to point out that me n
may fall into the serious error of granting undue reverence and
worship, to the extent of setting up a rival to Jesus Christ o r
even to God himself, when reliance upon the Holy Scriptures
is neglected in this regard .

Returning to the Scriptures, we see that it is to Jesus Christ ,
and to him alone, that we are directed. He it is, through the
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Father's appointment, who gave himself in sacrifice to atone
for our sins. He it is who suffered the Just for the unjust,
bore our griefs and carried our sorrows ; who was wounded
for our transgressions, and bruised for our iniquities .(Isa. 53 :
4,5) He it is who can now sympathize with us in our weak-
nesses and assist us in our difficulties .

Because of his great sacrifice on our behalf, it is Jesus who
has become our great High Priest, our Advocate, and our Re-
deemer. Yes, he has entered "into heaven itself, now to appear
in the presence of God for us ." (Heb. 9:24) When we come
short of God's standard of perfection, "we have an advocate
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous." (I John 2 :1) And
we may raise our petitions to the Father with confidence, fo r
"we have a great High Priest, that is passed into the heavens ,
Jesus the Son of God . . . . We have not an High Priest whic h
cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was
in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin . Let us
therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need ."—Heb .
4 :14-16

"Render therefore to all their dues : tribute to whom tribute
is due . . . fear to whom fear; honor to whom honor." (Rom .
13:7) Truly, Mary does deserve our esteem ; and the Lord Jesus
Christ our worship and praise . May all of us in our devotions
endeavor to follow the pattern which the Holy Spirit has give n
us and look to the Scriptures for the correct emphasis of ou r
honor and worship .

PRECIOUS NAME

Take the name of Jesus with you ,
Child of sorrow and of woe :

It will joy and comfort give you ;
Take it, then, where'er you go .

Take the name of Jesus ever,
As a shield from ev'ry snare ;

When temptations round you gather ,
Breathe that holy name in prayer.

Precious name! 0 how sweet'
Hope of earth and joy of heav'n !

Precious name! 0 how sweet !
Hope of earth and joy of heav'n !
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THE PARABLE SERIE S

Article XIX—Matthew 21 :33.46

The Lord's Vineyard

JESUS' Parable of the Vine -
yard is based upon a similar par-
able recorded in Isaiah 5 :1-7, i n
which we are told that "the vine -
yard of the Lord of hosts is th e
house of Israel ." In this Old Tes-
tament version of the parable the
Lord "looked for judgment, bu t
behold oppression [margin, Heb .
a scab] ; for righteousness, but
behold a cry." (vs. 7) These few
words of explanation by th e
prophet help materially to under -
stand the meaning of Jesus' par -
able on the same subject .

As Jesus related the parabl e
there was a certain householder
who planted a vineyard an d
hedged it about, digged a wine -
press in it, and built a tower.
He let out this vineyard to hus-
bandmen, and then went into a
far country . When the time drew
near for fruit, the householder
sent his servants to the husband -
men to receive it. But the hus-
bandmen beat the servants, and
slew some of them . Later the
householder sent his own son ,
but the husbandmen slew him al-
so.

After relating the parable, Jesus
asked his listeners what they
thought the householder would
CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE

do to those husbandmen when h e
returned, and they replied tha t
he would miserably destroy them ,
and would let out his vineyard
to other husbandmen. As we
shall see, Jesus agreed with this ,
and in his explanation indicated
that the application of both par-
ables was to Israel, and especiall y
to the Pharisees .

This vineyard, as explained b y
Isaiah, was the house of Israel .
The fruit which the Lord looked
for was justice and righteousness,
but Israel, as a people, failed to
produce this sort of fruit, al-
though through the Law and it s
arrangements every provision wa s
made to encourage the growth of
righteousness .

The servants sent from time
to time to those Pharisees and
religious rulers in charge of the
vineyard were usually persecuted ,
and sometimes put to death, just
as Jesus indicates in the parable.
These were the prophets. Finally
Jehovah, the "Householder" of
the parable, sent his own Son to
look for the fruit of obedience
and righteousness, and, as we
know, the keepers of the vineyar d
had him killed also .

God's purpose in the choice of
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Israel as his chosen people, his
vineyard, in which fruits of right-
eousness were to be produced, is
that they might be a people to
become associated with the prom-
ised Messiah in the kingdom
which he would come to earth to
establish . If obedient they coul d
have become a holy nation, a roy-
al priesthood, a peculiar, or very
special people.—Exod. 19:5,6

The final test upon the nation
as a whole to qualify for this high
position in the divine plan wa s
the coming of Jesus as their Kin g
and Messiah . He came to his own ,
but his own received him not ,
although as individuals some did
accept Jesus, and these were in-
vited to sonship to be associated
with Jesus in the heavenly phas e
of his kingdom .—John 1 :11,12

To illustrate Israel's rejectio n
of the "Son," the Messiah, whom
the "Householder" of the parabl e
sent to look for fruit in his vine -
yard, Jesus referred to a proph-
ecy in Psalm 118 :22,23 concern-
ing the stone which the builders
rejected. Evidently in this proph-
ecy a pyramid-shaped building i s
visualized, with Jesus as the top -
stone . Naturally this "Stone"
would not fit in any other place
in this prophetic temple of the
Lord . The religious rulers of Is-
rael could see no place for him
in the Lord's arrangement, s o
they rejected him and put hi m
to death .

But this was at great peril to
themselves, for, continuing to us e
symbolic language, Jesus further
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explained, "Whosoever shall fal l
on this stone shall be broken : but
on whomsoever the stone shal l
fall, it will grind him to powder. "
(vss. 42, 43) The record state s
that when the chief priests an d
the Pharisees heard Jesus' par-
ables—and this one in particular,
apparently "they perceived that
he spake of them." (vs. 45) The y
were right, and as symbolically
prophesied by Jesus they were
ground to powder later as rulers
of the Lord's people .

Jesus further explained that
the kingdom would be take n
"from you, and given to a natio n
bringing forth the fruits thereof . "
As we have noted, it was the priv-
ilege of joint-rulership with Jesus
in his kingdom that was given to
Israel; but as a nation they did
not bring forth the necessary
fruit to qualify for this, so this
particular kingdom opportunity
was taken from them, and as
Jesus foretold, given to a nation
that would bring forth the proper
fruitage .

The Apostle Peter identifie s
this nation for us . To the faith-
ful followers of Jesus during the
Gospel Age he wrote not only con-
cerning the nation to which the
kingdom would be given, but fol-
lowing the lessson in Jesus' par-
able of the vineyard he refers als o
to the temple of the Lord, and
to the topstone in that temple
which was rejected . We quote :

"Ye also, as lively stones, are
[margin, or, be ye . Eph. 2 :20-22]
built up a spiritual house, an
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holy priesthood, to offer up [spir-
itual, not in Sinaitic MS] sacri-
fices, acceptable to God by Jesus
Christ . Wherefore also it is con-
tained in the Scripture, Behold ,
I lay in Sion a chief cornerstone ,
elect, precious : and he that be-
lieveth on him shall not be con -
founded. Unto you therefore
which believe he is precious
[margin, or, an honour] ; but un-
to them which be disobedient ,
the stone which the builders dis-
allowed, the same is made the
head of the corner, and a stone
of stumbling, and a rock of of-
fense, even to them which stumble
at the word, being disobedient :
whereunto also they were appoint-
ed . But ye are a chosen genera-
tion, a royal priesthood, an holy
nation, a peculiar [margin, or ,
purchased] people ; that ye shoul d
show forth the praises [margin ,
or, virtues] of him who hath
called you out of darkness unt o
his marvelous light : which in
time past were not a people, but

are now the people of God ."—I
Pet. 2:5-1 0

From this it is clear that the
"nation" to which the kingdo m
was to be given when taken awa y
from the nominal natural hous e
of Israel is comprised of the fol-
lowers of Jesus during the Gos-
pel Age . To begin with, many o f
these were faithful individuals o f
the Jewish nation who accepted
Jesus and became his faithfu l
followers . But there were not
enough of these to make up the
number which the Lord had fore-
ordained. Then the Gospel cal l
went to the Gentiles so that
throughout the age both Jews and
Gentiles have had the gloriou s
opportunity, upon the basis o f
faith in Jesus as their Redeemer,
and consecration to do the Fa-
ther's will, to run for the priz e
of joint-heirship with the Mes-
siah. To these Jesus said, "Fear
not, little flock; for it is your
Father's good pleasure to igiv e
you the kingdom."—Luke 12 :3 2

...,~..,~ WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING TEXTS ~,. . .~

MARCH 5—"If there be any vir-
tue, and if there be any praise,
think on these things"—Philippi-
ans 4 :8 (Z. '03-9 Hymn 208 )
MARCH 12—"The end of the com-
mandment is love from a pure
heart, and a good conscience, and
an undissembled faith"—I Timothy
1 :5 (Diaglott) (Z. '00-360 Hymn 165 )
MARCH 19—"As obedient children,
not fashioning yourselves accordin g
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to the former lusts in your igno-
rance ; but as He which hath called
you is holy, so be ye holy in all
manner of conversation"—I Peter
1 :14, 15 (Z . '03-55 Hymn 1

MARCH 26—"We are not of the
night, nor of darkness . Therefore
let us not sleep as do others."—
I Thessalonians 5 :5, 6 (Z. '03-70
Hymn 20)
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'	 THE BRITISH SECTION

71te CIt istiaK

Wa a' e

THE history of God's typical peo-
ple as given in the Old Testament
appears at times to be a lon g
series of conflicts fought with
carnal weapons which God from
time to time commanded them t o
use . Even down to our Lord's
first advent many Jews on occa-
sion carried a literal sword whic h
they would readily use in self -
defence. (See Matt . 26:47, 51 ;
Luke 22:36, 38, 49) The Chris-
tian Church, spiritual Israel, al-
though engaged in conflicts much
more continuous and frequent
even than those of natural Israel ,
is forbidden to accomplish any -
thing in the Lord's name by th e
use of carnal weapons .

The Master said to Peter, a t
the same time speaking to al l
others who would be his disciples ,
"Put up again thy sword into it s
place ; for all they that take the
sword shall perish with the
sword ." Matt . 26:52, R. V.) Paul
also emphasised that "the weap-
ons of our warfare are not car-
nal ." "For though we walk in th e
flesh," (in our walk this side th e
vail we are still in the flesh, an d
have to associate with the worl d
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while providing things decen t
and honourable in the sight o f
all men), "we do not war after
the flesh." (II Cor . 10:3, 4) . We
do not seek to obtain our end s
by worldly means .

The Christian warfare is neve r
waged successfully if carnal weap -
ons are used, or if we are prompt-
ed in our warfare by anger ,
wrath, hatred, strife . The weap-
ons of our warfare, including the
sword of the Spirit, are spirit-
ual weapons, mighty and power-
ful if used humbly and in love .
(Heb. 4:12) Again we realise tha t
in the Christian warfare there
are fightings without and fight-
ings within ; and these latter may
be thought of under the three
commonly accepted headings, the
world, the flesh, and the Devil .

The Worl d

Having left the world and com e
to Jesus as our Redeemer ; hav-
ing consecrated ourselves to Go d
through him; and having begun
to walk the narrow way to life ,
the Christian finds the worl d
around him a constant tempta-
tion . It is not necessarily a temp-
tation to sin, but a temptation t o
conform to some of its ways,
strive for some of the good thing s
it may hold out to us, and thus
to be hindered from following
the Master's example who said ,
"They [his disciples] are not of
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the world, even as I am not o f
the world. " (John 17 :14) Hence a
part of the good fight of faith is
to become dead to the world,
dead with Him, that we might
live with Him. One of the impor-
tant phases, therefore, of our
Christian warfare is to resist the
tendencies to be conformed to
the world, its ideas and ways .

The Fles h

Another phase of the Chris-
tian's conflict is warfare against
the flesh. The flesh is an enemy
constantly with us, constantly
tempting us to give way to some
of its desires, its comforts, its
ambitions . So Paul exhorts, mor-
tify therefore your member s
which are upon the earth ; forni-
cation, uncleanness, passion, evi l
desire, and covetousness, the
which is idolatry : . . . Put ye
also away all these ; anger, wrath,
malice, railing, shameful speak-
ing out of your mouth ." (Col . 3 :
5, 8, R. V.) And as Paul again
says, the desires of the flesh are
contrary to the desires of the
spirit—contrary to the desires o f
the new mind of the spiritual
sons of God from whom at con-
secration, old things pass away,
and all things become new.

And while the flesh lusteth
against the spirit and the spirit
against the flesh (Gal. 5:17), and
this conflict is more or less a con-
tinuous one to the very end o f
the Christian's course, the new
creature must grow strong in the
Lord by continually striving for
the victory; buffeting the body
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and bringing it into subjectio n
to the new mind. I Cor. 9:27

The Devi l

The third avenue of tempta-
tion we may think of as the de-
ceptions and snares which come
directly from Satan himself—
false doctrines of all kinds ; hi s
endeavours to make light appear
darkness and darkness light b y
wrong thoughts injected into th e
mind ; unkind thoughts, unjust
thoughts, selfish thoughts . Jus t
as by use of the weapons of ear-
lier days strongholds were cast
down, taken possession of, and
demolished so by the use of th e
spiritual weapons, the weapons of
truth with which we have been
blessed, described elsewhere as
"the sword of the spirit," we ar e
enabled to cast down "imagina-
tions," or, as the margin renders
the word, "reasonings" ; that is ,
false reasonings not fully sup -
ported by what is written.—II
Cor . 10 : 5

Some of the things many of us
believed before seeing the ligh t
of present truth were just "im-
aginations"—things which have no
semblance of reality. For in-
stance: (1) Such a false doctrine
as the Trinity which many of u s
at one time held . (2) That ma n
possesses an immortal soul is an -
other pure imagination without
the support of a single text of
Scripture; a false teaching con-
tradicted by numberless passages
from the inspired Word. (3) Tha t
all who die outside of Christ pas s
immediately into a condition of
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eternal suffering . We are most
grateful and thankful to know
that this is another imagination ,
so awful, diabolical, utterly heart -
less and cruel that it could
scarcely have emanated from an y
mind but that of Satan .

These are but three of the
many false doctrines, which, a s
Paul puts it, "exalt themselve s
against the knowledge of God" :
the "high thing"—a teaching
backed up by high-sounding ar-
guments, but unsupported by a
single text of Scripture, which
Satan would like to see bringing
conviction to our minds, rather
than see the doctrines of the Di -
vine Word becoming firmly estab-
lished there .

The spiritual weapons of trut h
("the sword of the Spirit") alone
will enable us to get rid of all
false ideas of God and his plan
of salvation. A careful noting o f
what the Lord's Word teaches ,
and having this, and this only ,
as the fabric of our faith ("th e
faith once delivered unto th e
saints") is the prime essential to
the consecrated servants of God .
Paul exhorts that we seek to
have every thought brought into
captivity to the obedience of
Christ, subdued into full obedi-
ence to our Lord and Head . —
II Cor . 10 : 5

Temptations in the Wilderness
The three temptations whic h

came to Jesus after the Holy
Spirit came upon him are strik-
ing illustrations of the efforts of
the Adversary to mislead and, if

possible, overthrow the faith o f
the followers of the Master . They
are also perfect illustrations o f
how to use the Sword of the Spir-
it in self-defence, and to gain th e
ultimate victory.—Matt . 4 :1-1 1

Satan came to Jesus after his
forty days fast, saying, "Com-
mand that these stones be made
bread." In other words, you are
endowed with special power i n
addition to your perfection as a
man; use some of it to ministe r
to your bodily needs . Jesus evi-
dently discerned in this temp-
tation something which would b e
contrary to his covenant to sac-
rifice the flesh, and he replied ,
"Man shall not live by brea d
alone, but by every word tha t
proceedeth out of the mouth o f
God," (Matt . 4:4) Jesus thus saw
something in the Word whic h
would be violated by such a
course, and he used the Wor d
to cast down this "high thing that
exalted itself against the knowl-
edge of God ."—II Cor . 10 : 5

Satan then took another line
for his attack . He evidently saw
that Jesus, with all the power
and wisdom of a perfect man ,
plus a supernatural endowment
of the Spirit, could take such a
course as to bring all mankind
under his benign rule, and thus
he could bless the world . This
attractive proposition the Devil
presented to the mind of Jesus .
But upon close scrutiny our Lord
discerned that such a course
would sooner or later mean som e
compromise of principle ; a giv -
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ing way in certain directions to
the exalted position of the Devil
who had been for so long an
adversary of God, and had
usurped authority in the earth ,
but who, so the temptation would
suggest, was tired of leading
mankind astray, and now would
be willing, on certain conditions ,
to co-operate with Jesus for his
blessing. Jesus saw that the true
principles of reverence and wor-
ship of God and all that he stoo d
for, would be violated by suc h
a course, and by means of the
weapons of the Spirit, he cast
down this high-sounding philos-
ophy which would exalt itself
against the knowledge of God ,
and the path of true wisdom
marked out for the Master.

Satan then tried a third line
of attack . He seemed to sugges t
to our Lord's mind, "You ought
to make a good impression upo n
the people and attract them to
you so that they readily will lis-
ten to your teachings. To jump
from the pinnacle of the temple
will accomplish this very thing !
But the weapons of the Chris-
tian's warfare came to our Lord' s
assistance . Under the guidance of
the Spirit his mind was directe d
to the appropriate Scripture
which would be to him a weapo n
of defence : "Thou shalt not
tempt the Lord thy God ." Such
a course Jesus saw would b e
unreasonably tempting provi-
dence, and this "high thing" lift-
ed up against the knowledge of
God was promptly overthrown .
To carry forward the Lord's wor k
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in an impressive manner accom-
panied by big demonstrations ap-
pealing to the natural man is not
the best way to find the class th e
Lord is now seeking as the brid e
for his Son .

Tempted As He Was Tempted
Hebrews 4 :1 5

As Jesus was tempted in all
points like as we are, we kno w
that similar temptions come to al l
the followers of the Master. (1 )
Temptations to exercise insuffi-
cient faith in the Lord's promise s
relating to his provision for our
physical necessities ; temptation s
to give too much time and atten-
tion to the providing of thes e
things. (2) Endeavours to meet
the world halfway, lowering the
divine standards in order to se-
cure their nominal adherence to
God and Christ . (3) Finally, won-
der-working methods with a vie w
to impressing the crowd that the y
might listen to what we have t o
tell them. But as already suggest-
ed, such a course, the Word o f
God shows, is quite unsuitabl e
for attracting and gathering the
class the Lord is now seeking . By
the Lord's help we are to use hi s
Word for our protection and
guidance as did our Master, wh o
gained the victory by adherin g
closely to what is written .

Paul, who sought at all time s
to follow in his Master's foot-
steps, not only sought to cas t
down in his own mind every high
thing contrary to the knowledg e
of God, but strenuously sought
to render assistance to others of
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like precious faith, as well as to
all in anyway amenable to the
divine message. He tells us hi s
frequent rule was to make a
centre for his work, then travel
round about "in a circuit" pro-
claiming the Word to as many
as could be conveniently reached.
(Rom. 15:19, Diaglott) After
working in this way he would
launch out into "regions be-
yond"—for the boundaries of his
parish (even as they are ours )
were to be, as the Master said ,
"unto the uttermost part of the
earth"—Acts 1 :8; II Cor. 10:16

Thus we see that Paul's public
witness in the Jewish harvest wa s
made as wide and far-reaching as
possible . Today we find ourselves
in the harvest of the Gospel Age ;
and although the main work is t o
thrust in the sickle of truth with
a view to separating the wheat
from the tares, the children of
the kingdom from those who are
Christians only in name and wh o
seem determined not to go be-
yond this, the good news of the
kingdom, the Master tells us, is ,
in addition, to be proclaimed "in
all the world for a witness."—
Matt . 24 :14

Some today, perhaps not as ac-
tive in this service of the trut h
as they could be, might say, "Of
course I would witness to the
truth whenever I had the oppor-
tunity to any individual I might
meet." But why not go beyond
this a thousandfold if possible? In
connection with the Lord's work,
does not Satan often appear "a s
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an angel of light," saying, "Yo u
can do a little witness work, talk-
ing to an individual occasionally ,
but don't do more than this!" Sa-
tan will indeed do anything he
can to minimize the extent an d
effectiveness of the message of
salvation . "We are not ignorant
of his devices ."—II Cor . 2 :1 1

Let us note and seek to follo w
the example of the Master, wh o
proclaimed the good news of th e
kingdom "throughout every cit y
and village" of Israel ; and also
that of the apostles who followed
closely in his steps . Paul said to
the Corinthians, to whom on sev-
eral occasions he had given muc h
of his time and labour : "Being in
readiness to avenge all disobe-
dience, when your obedience
shall be fulfilled ." (II Cor . 10 :6 ,
R. V.) He was anxious to use the
Sword of the Spirit against dis-
obedience to God and his Word in
other places as soon as he felt
the Corinthian brethren were suf-
ficiently established in the faith .

Walk in Wisdom
In this connection, something

should be noted concerning the
manner of using the weapons o f
the Christian warfare . There are
surely wise as well as unwise
ways of using the truth . For in-
stance we may present it in such
an aggressive manner that th e
one to whom we are speaking
will immediately "close up" lik e
an oyster, and either will not lis-
ten to another word, or will not
allow what we have to say to have
any weight with him. A wiser,
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humbler approach, accompanie d
perhaps by the question form of
suggesting truth will often kee p
open the door for the Word muc h
longer ; for it is well to remember
that it is, as a rule, not so much
the dullness of perception in the
individual, but the power of "th e
god of this world" who blinds the
minds of all them who believe
not, and which hinders a ready
acceptance of the Lord's mes-
sage .—Il Cor . 4 : 4

On the occasion of Paul's firs t
visit to Ephesus we read that "he
entered into the synagogue, an d
spake boldly for the space o f
three months ." (Acts 19:8, R. V . )
Can we not imagine the wisdom,
love, and humility with which the
apostle addressed his Jewish
brethren —quietly and lovingl y
allowing the Word of God to
speak for itself—for them to lis-
ten to him sabbath after sabbath
for so long as three months !

Paul's words to the Thessaloni-
ans would surely be also true o f
the manner in which he address -

ed the Jews at Ephesus . He says ,
"We were gentle in the midst o f
you; even as a nursing-mother
would cherish her own children . "
(1 Thess . 2:7, Diaglott) The Au-
thorized Version unfortunatel y
indicates that Paul "disputed" in
the synagogue at Ephesus. (Acts
19:8) But the Revised Version
correctly renders the phrase, tell-
ing us that Paul "reasoned and
persuaded" the Jews as to th e
things relating to Messiah and
his kingdom. Verses 13 and 14 o f
I Thess . tell us that as a resul t
of these wise and loving presen-
tations, a number of disciples
were made.

We today should seek the
Lord's help so as to speak his
Word in wisdom and love, usin g
humbly the spiritual weapons en -
trusted to us, fighting the good
fight of faith with a view to bring -
ing ourselves into as full accord
with the Lord as possible, seeking
at the same time to use th e
"sword of the Spirit" in a way
that will influence those wit h
whom we come in contact .
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	 I	 TALKING THINGS OVERi

The Unity of the Spiri t

"Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwel l
together in unity! It is like the precious ointment upon th e
head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron's beard : that
went down to the skirts of his garments ; as the dew of Her-
mon, and as the dew that descended upon the mountains of
Zion: for there the Lord commanded the blessing, even life
for evermore ."—Psalm 133:1- 3

A HARMONIOUS spirit of good will among people is a bless-
ed thing wherever it is found—in the home, in the community ,
in business relationships, in social life, and particularly in the
associations of the Lord's people, the "brethren ." For these to
dwell together in unity is "good" and "pleasant," the Psalmis t
informs us . The experiences of the brethren attest to this, an d
conversely have demonstrated that where there is envy an d
strife, whatever the cause might be, there is a lack of joy, an d
the incentive for fellowship with those of like precious faith i s
weakened .

In our text the Psalmist uses two illustrations to bring to our
attention "how good and how pleasant it is for brethren t o
dwell together in unity." First he refers to the holy anointing
oil which was poured upon the head of Israel's high priest ,
and that ran down to the skirts of his garment . There was
doubtless a rich fragrance to this oil that was very pleasant
to the priest, and to those who were in his presence . Then
there was the dew that fell upon Hermon and the other moun-
tains of Zion. In that country where there was little or no rai n
during certain seasons of the year, some needed moisture fel l
upon the hills and mountains in the form of heavy dews a t
night. This doubtless helped to keep a little water in the stream s
of that dry land during periods of great need. How sweet and
refreshing, then, would be the dew that fell upon the moun -
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tains of Zion . It had certain life-giving qualities, "for there the
Lord commanded the blessing, even life for evermore . "

The Holy Spiri t
We think there is good reason to believe that the holy anoint-

ing oil poured upon the head of Israel's high priest was typica l
of the Holy Spirit which came upon Jesus at the time of hi s
baptism. It is referred to in the Scriptures as the "oil of glad-
ness" with which Jesus was anointed "above" his "fellows . "
(Heb. 1 :9) It brought joy to Jesus' own heart, and it empowere d
him to be a proclaimer of glad tidings for the comfort o f
others .—Isa . 61 :1-3

The anointing of the Holy Spirit which came upon Jesu s
was passed on to his body members at Pentecost . Here his con-
secrated followers also were anointed, and the Scriptures in-
dicate that the same thing has been true of all the true disciple s
of Christ since . This is referred to as the anointing which w e
have received from him.—I John 2 :2 7

The Holy Spirit is God's Spirit . It is the power of his thoughts
which directs us in our thoughts, words, and deeds. Its influ-
ence is the same in the life of every dedicated follower of the
Master, and therefore, to the extent that we yield to this holy
influence we will find ourselves in unity with one another . To
the extent that we resist the Spirit, and insist upon havin g
our own way, there will be disunity among us .

Through the Word
The power of God's thoughts reaches us through his writte n

Word, the Bible, and the written Word was provided by Go d
through the ministry of his faithful servants, the prophets ,
apostles, and our Lord Jesus . "Holy men of God spake as the y
were moved by the Holy Spirit," Peter informs . (II Pet. 1 :21 )
This is a reference to the inspired prophets of the Old Testa-
ment . The ministry of these prophets was, in turn, passed o n
to the church through the apostles, who also performed thei r
ministry under the inspiration and power of "the Holy Spiri t
sent down from heaven."—I Pet . 1:1 2

Jesus' anointing by the Holy Spirit empowered him mirac-
ulously to reveal the thoughts of God through his teachings .
Thus the entire Bible becomes the inspired Word of God, and
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it is through obedience to its teachings that the Lord's peopl e
are brought together, and by keeping humble before him ar e
able to maintain the unity of the Spirit . Paul uses the expres-
sion,"Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bon d
of peace ."—Eph. 4 : 3

According to the flesh the Lord's people are all imperfect ,
and each one is different from the other . There are differ-
ences of nationality, age, and religious background, and ther e
are differences of temperament . But the Holy Spirit, through
the written Word, points out the one course for all to follow ,
and it is our faithfulness in following this course that results
in the unity of the Spirit . The true disposition of humility an d
spirit of love enters into this also . Paul wrote, "With all low-
liness and meekness, with long-suffering, forbearing one an -
other in love ."—Eph. 4: 2

Paul specifies the basic essentials of our unity in Christ .
"There is one body," he says . (vs . 4) This is the body of Christ .
In the preceding chapters of this epistle Paul reminds us o f
one of the things which tended to disrupt the full unity of th e
brethren in the Early Church. It was the fact that Gentile s
were coming into the congregations, and being accepted by
God as "fellow-citizens" with the Jewish converts, and sharers
in the "commonwealth of Israel." It was difficult for many of
the Jewish believers to accept this situation fully. And doubt-
less also some of the Gentiles might well have felt somewha t
out of place meeting with Jewish people . This placed a strain
upon their spirit of unity .

Nevertheless they were to endeavor to maintain the unit y
which the Holy Spirit admonished . They were not to suppose
that there was one body of Christ for Gentile believers, an d
another body of Christ for Jewish believers. "There is one
body," Paul pointed out, "and one Spirit, even as ye are calle d
in one hope of your calling." So far as the plan of God for this
age is concerned there is but the one arrangement for both Jew s
and Gentiles .

While this particular issue was prominent in the Early
Church, throughout the age there have been other situations ,
locally and generally, among the Lord's people which hav e
tested the genuineness of their desire to maintain the unit y
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of the Spirit . To the extent that the brethren have followe d
the instructions of the written Word with humility and love ,
they have enjoyed the blessedness of unity in Christ, a unity
which, as our text declares, has been both "good" and "pleas -
ant ." In cases where the mandates of the Holy Spirit, through
the written Word, have been ignored, this blessedness has bee n
marred .

One Lord, One Fait h

Our unity in Christ is based upon our united belief in th e
"one Lord," and the "one faith." Those enlightened by present
truth have learned that there are not three "Lords ." Thei r
blessed Lord and Redeemer is Jesus Christ, and in him is cen-
tered all the great fundamentals of our "most holy faith ." (Jude
20) He is our Redeemer, who gave himself a ransom for all .
(I Tim. 2:3-5) He is our Advocate before the throne of heavenl y
grace. (I John 2:1) He is our "good shepherd" who leads an d
cares for us as we walk in the narrow way. (John 10:14) He
is our Head, through which the will of our Heavenly Father
is expressed as the guide of our lives .—Eph. 1 :22, 23

And what a harmonious group of doctrines is clustered aroun d
Jesus to make up the one faith which is the light and inspira-
tion of our lives! The creation and fall of man ; the Abrahamic
promise of deliverance from sin and death ; the coming of
Christ at his first advent to redeem mankind from death ; the
high calling of this Gospel Age ; the return and second presence
of Christ ; the establishment of his kingdom for the blessing
of all the families of the earth, are some of these soul-satisfy-
ing teachings .

Our unity of the Spirit is based upon the fundamental doc-
trines of the divine plan . The question might be raised as to
how we are to determine what are the fundamental doctrines .
We suggest that the fundamental teachings of our most holy
faith are those which can be firmly established by a "thus sait h
the Lord." This is true of those we have mentioned, and of th e
others . There are frequently certain viewpoints we enjoy whic h
we would find difficult to establish directly by the Bible . These
are sometimes based upon philosophy ; sometimes on guesswork ;
sometimes they are traditions. We like them, but perhaps som e
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of the other brethren do not . Their philosophy is different ; they
guess differently; and they have other traditions which they
like better than ours .

It is well to keep in mind that we cannot maintain the unit y
of the Spirit by insisting that all in the ecclesia conform to our
ideas . All should want to conform to the Lord's ideas, and we
can know whether or not they are his by applying the simple
test of their credibility by a "thus saith the Lord." If the ideas
which mean so much to us are not clearly expressed in th e
Bible we can conclude that the Lord did not consider the m
very important .
Not Distortio n

It would not be proper to say that the fundamental truth s
of our faith are the noncontroversial doctrines of the Bible, for
actually none of these doctrines are universally accepted by th e
professed people of God . The statement that "the wages of sin
is death" is the end of all controversy to us as to what con-
stitutes the divine penalty for sin. But to many, death doe s
not mean the same thing that it means to us .

Here enters the matter of interpretation . The Scriptures can
be wrested and distorted . But those who are enlightened by
present truth, and know the divine plan of the ages, hav e
learned that the basic teachings embraced in this plan are base d
upon plain statements of the Word of God, which are not sub-
ject to interpretation unless we are willing to distort the mean-
ing of words, and with this the Lord would not be pleased .
And it is these teachings, the plan of God as a whole, that con-
stitute the one "faith" which is the basis of our unity in the
Spirit .

Paul mentions the unity of the Spirit and the unity of the
faith. (Eph. 4:3, 13) Some have thought that what he mean s
by the unity of the Spirit is simply a tolerant, kindly attitude
toward others, regardless of what they believe . While this
should be possible, they say, unity of the faith is an ideal for
which we should strive, but will probably never attain . This
does not seem to be Paul's viewpoint. When he speaks of the
unity of the Spirit, his reference is to the Holy Spirit, that
holy influence of God which reaches us through his written
Word .
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In the chapter, Paul informs us that the written Word is com-
municated to us by servants which the Lord has provided —
prophets, apostles, teachers, evangelists, pastors—and that the
work of these is "for the perfecting of the saints, . . . for the
edifying of the body of Christ : till we all come in the unity
of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a
perfect man, unto the measure of the stature [margin, or, age]
of the fulness of Christ . That we henceforth be no more chil-
dren, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind o f
doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, where -
by they lie in wait to deceive . But speaking the truth in love ,
may grow up into him in all things, which is the Head, eve n
Christ: from whom the whole body fitly joined together and
compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to th e
effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase
of the body unto the edifying of itself in love ."—Eph. 4:12-'6

Unity of Spirit and Faith
From Paul's exhortation it is clear that unity of the Spiri t

finds its full fruition in unity of the faith . Lack of unity of
the faith implies failure to attain "the measure of the statur e
of the fulness of Christ ." It implies being in a position where w e
might easily be "carried about with every wind of doctrine ."
Stability in the faith and maturity in Christ are essential to b e
worthy to live and reign with him for the future blessing o f
the world.

Paul mentions our "speaking the truth in love" as being
associated with growing up into Christ in all things . This is
related to our use of the truth . The proper use of the trut h
is also one of the fundamentals of our unity in Christ . One o f
the purposes for which the Lord gave us the truth is that we
might be its ministers. We are to hold forth the Word of life ,
and by doing this, to be the light of the world . These are the
instructions given to us through the Word, and it is essentia l
to heed them if we are to experience in rich measure how goo d
and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity .

Speaking the truth in love will help us grow up into Chris t
in "all" things, not merely in some things . We are to appre-
ciate Christ, and emulate him in all the wonderful manifes-
tations of godlikeness we see in him . We are to be like Chris t
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in patience and in kindness . We are to be courageous and bol d
in our proclamation of truths which are unpopular, and if need
be, in the refuting of error that is popular . We are to lay down
our lives for one another as he laid down his life for us . We
are to be obedient to the Word of truth even as he was obe-
dient to all which had been written concerning him.

Thus we see that unity of the Spirit is based on the great
fundamentals of the faith and the proper application of these
basic truths in our lives . We are to be doers of the Word as
well as hearers . We are to keep this unity of the Spirit "i n
the bond of peace ." Peace and good will among ourselves, and
a loving, enthusiastic co-operation in the ministry of the trut h
are possible only within the framework of the basic doctrine s
of present truth, so let us hold fast the profession of our faith .
Not by Compromis e

Unity based upon compromise is not the unity of the Spirit ,
and will not be "good and pleasant ." To maintain an outwar d
show of unity by ignoring one or more of the basic teachings o f
the Word of God is not pleasing to the Lord, and is quite unsatis-
factory to those who practice such an attitude . This might ap-
pear to be a method of procedure that would result in a large r
attendance at our meetings, but it seldom works out this way ,
except temporarily . Besides, the Lord is not looking for crowds .
He is selecting a "little flock" from the world, a "people fo r
his name," and under his arrangements these will not add up
to a large number in any one generation .

The Lord is now calling and preparing this "little flock" to
be his instruments of blessing during the kingdom age . It will
be then that a knowledge of his glory will fill the whole earth .
It will be then that he will turn to the people a pure lan-
guage, that they might all call upon him to serve him with
one consent . The whole world will then be united to serve the
Lord, but again, not by compromising his truths and laws of
righteousness, but by learning and obeying them . Meanwhile ,
it is our privilege to grow in grace and in knowledge, that we
may now know and do his will more perfectly ; and in doing
this we will find ourselves in sweet accord with all others who
are likewise following the leadings of the Holy Spirit and are
obedient to the truths of our most holy faith .
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Jesus prayed for the oneness of his body members . He praye d
that they might be one even as he and his Heavenly Fathe r
were one. (John 17:21) This prayer will not be fully answere d
while we are still in the flesh. However, this gives us no excus e
for not keeping before us this ideal standard of good and pleas -
ant Christian fellowship . It is even now attainable in our hearts .
The imperfections of the flesh may, and will, at times, blur ou r
vision and hinder us from measuring up fully to the teachings
of the Word . However, as we strive against these weaknesses ,
and become more mature in Christ, we should recognize mor e
and more that the viewpoints which separate us from our breth-
ren may well be theories and speculations of our own that ar e
not based upon the Word of God at all, and that have no othe r
foundation than our own pride in having developed them .

It is always well to determine the importance of whatever i s
disturbing our good fellowship with the brethren . Is it one o f
the basic teachings of the Word of God? If we should be asked
to prove our point, or points, by the Word of God, would w e
be able to do so, or would we find that the only proof we hav e
is our own imperfect reasoning or the imperfect reasoning o f
another ?

Perhaps at no previous time in the experiences of the Lord' s
people has it been so important for all of us to distinguis h
clearly the basic truths of the divine plan, adhere to the m
tenaciously, and be ready to give our lives in their defense .
All the consecrated should be willing do die for the truth of
the divine plan, but it will profit us nothing to die for opinions ,
speculations, and farfetched interpretations . It is the truth that
builds us up in Christ . It is the truth that will continue to point
the way concerning the will of God . And the written Word
of truth will guide all the truly meek and humble in the same
way, and we will find ourselves in a sweet and blessed unit y
with one another, not only in the belief of the truth, but i n
the manner in which it is being worked out in our lives .

In our text the Psalmist wrote that good and pleasant unit y
of the Spirit is like "the dew of Hermon, and as the dew tha t
descended upon the mountains of Zion: for there the Lord com-
manded the blessing, even life for evermore." The dew could

(Continued on page 61 )
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Truth Exhibit at the World's Fai r

THE New York World's Fair i s
expected to open on April 22 ,
and will continue for six months,
closing in October. The Fair wil l
operate during a similar perio d
of six months during 1965 . This
will be the first New York
World's Fair since 1939, twenty-
five years ago. The general theme
of that fair was, "A Century o f
Progress." The theme this time
will be, "Peace Through Under-
standing ." From all the previews
which have thus far been pub-
lished, it would seem that this
might well be the most outstand-
ing fair ever to be held . It i s
estimated that many millions o f
people will attend; largely, of
course, from the United States
and Canada, but in considerabl e
numbers also from other parts of
the world .

During recent years the breth-
ren in various parts of the coun-
try have arranged to exhibit
truth literature at state an d
county fairs. Without exception
the reports from these efforts in-
dicate that the Lord blessed th e
efforts through the distributio n
of many thousands of pieces of
truth literature, and in making
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contact with those who have ha d
an ear for the Lord's message of
present truth . These efforts were
sponsored by local ecclesias, Th e
Dawn co-operating in the furnish-
ing of literature .

When the idea developed that
possibly it might be well to ar-
range an exhibit at the World' s
Fair, quite a different situatio n
presented itself . The local fairs
at which the brethren maintained
literature booths lasted only for
one to two weeks, and the total
cost of these efforts was never
more than a few hundred dollars .
A booth at the World's Fai r
would need to be kept open thir-
teen hours a day, seven days a
week, for a period of six month s
in 1964, and a like period in 1965.
Instead of the cost being a fe w
hundred dollars it would amount
to many thousands of dollars. The
size of the project made it ob-
vious that it was something be-
yond the ability of a local ec-
clesia, or even a group of ec-
clesias, so The Dawn, which in
national efforts represents the
brethren in all parts of the coun-
try, investigated the possibility
of making an effort of this kind .
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At first it seemed impossible ,
for the World's Fair managemen t
itself would not consider leasin g
anything less than a whole plo t
of land, on which it would b e
necessary to erect our own build-
ing. The cost of such a projec t
would have been prohibitive . But
as time went on it was learne d
that business groups would con-
struct buildings in which they
would lease smaller areas fo r
display purposes . Finally, i t
reached the point where we wer e
able to secure space in what will
be known as "The Hall of Edu-
cation." Adequate space has bee n
secured on the main floor of this
building.

The main objective of this ef-
fort will be to give a witness to
the truth by acquainting the visi-
tors with our various publi-
cations, the "Frank and Ernest "
radio programs, and The Bibl e
Answers TV programs . Where a
sufficient degree of interest is
manifested we will endeavor t o
put the interested ones in con -
tact with the local ecclesias i n
their home areas . Foreign-lan-
guage literature will be availabl e
to those of other countries wh o
would prefer it rather than th e
English.

The Display

MUCH thought is being given
to the nature of the display a t
the booth. It is desirable, we
think, that the display will be
attractive enough to arrest th e
attention of the people, and
TALKING THINGS OVER

cause them to want to ask ques-
tions . Our display plan is not yet
complete, but the main feature
of it will be a series of five dio-
ramas which are being produce d
by craftsmen at the American
Museum of Natural History . The y
will be expertly made in every
particular.

The first in this series of dio-
ramas will depict the temptation
and fall of our first parents in
the Garden of Eden. The next
will show Abraham offering up
Isaac in sacrifice. Then there will
be the crucifixion scene in which
the Lamb of God gives his life
for the sins of the world . The
fourth diorama will portray the
fulfilment of Daniel's prophec y
concerning the increase of
knowledge and running to and
fro. Finally, man is represente d
looking into the beauties of the
kingdom age, with his back
turned upon the wreck of his
own world .

A brochure is being prepare d
in which these dioramas will be
photographically reproduced i n
color, and with these reproduc-
tions there will be an article
showing the manner in which
they portray the divine plan for
the recovery of the fallen race
from sin and death . As a sou-
venir, these brochures will be of-
fered to all who view the dio-
ramas . The brochure will also, o f
course, contain announcement s
of the various truth publications ,
specializing in "The Divine Plan
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of the Ages" and The Dawn
Magazine . Enclosed with each
brochure there will be an up-to -
date schedule of The Bible An-
swers TV programs, and also the
"Frank and Ernest" broadcasts .

It is believed that in offering
these brochures to those who en-
ter the booth and view the dio-
ramas, an opportunity will ofte n
be made to engage the visitor s
in conversation . Circumst,ances
will vary, of course, but mildl y
and diplomatically, the workers
in the booth will endeavor to in-
terest the visitors in The Daw n
Magazine and "The Divine Plan
of the Ages," and, of course, any
other literature which might
seem to be appropriate at th e
time .

There will be a small area i n
the booth where those who ma y
manifest special interest can b e
invited to sit down and discus s
any points or questions they
have in mind. As we hav e
said, the emphasis will be o n
making known the glad tidings ;
and we trust that thousands, up -
on returning home, and thinking
of what they saw at the World' s
Fair, will remember the Bible
Students' booth with apprecia-
tion, and talk to their friend s
about it .

Public Meeting s

Near our display at the fair
an air conditioned auditorium
will be located . It will seat two

hundred people. This auditorium
will be for the use of the exhibi-
tors in The Hall of Educatio n
building. We have been assigned
the use of the auditorium for a
total of twenty-one hours during
each of the years of the fair, o r
forty-two hours in all . We wil l
have the auditorium one full da y
each year, and for a period of
two hours on four different oc-
casions each year. There will b e
no charge for the use of the audi-
torium.

In all probability we will ar-
range to use one or another o f
our color films for giving th e
witness in the auditorium. Film-
ing has been started on four new
programs which we think will b e
good for use at the fair . Details
for these meetings have not been
worked out, but we will follow
the Lord's leadings, and wil l
make the best use we can of the
opportunities .

As we have mentioned, this
undertaking is a large one, but
thus far the Lord is leading us ,
and we feel confident that h e
will continue to do so . Many
brethren, learning of the World's
Fair effort, have already offere d
their services, and we are assure d
now that adequate help will be
available for the entire period .
The cost of the effort we are
also leaving in the Lord's hands .
A World's Fair Fund is set up ,
and any who wish have the op-
portunity of contributing toward
the expenses.
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While we are enthusiasti c
about the display at the World' s
Fair, we do not consider it a s
in any way taking the place of
other branches of the work . We
trust, however, that it will sup-
plement them, and serve as an

additional outlet for truth during
the two years it will be in opera-
tion. Above all, let us look to the
Lord for his guidance and bless-
ing upon the effort, to the end
that his name may be glorified
and his people blessed .

THE UNITY OF THE SPIRIT

(Continued from page 57 )

well be, in this instance, a symbol of the refreshing truths o f
the Word . It is through the inspiration of the truth, and our
obedience to it, that we enjoy unity with the brethren .

But it implies more than this, "for there the Lord com-
manded the blessing, even life for evermore ." It is those who
attain a large measure of the spirit of unity who are on th e
way to "life for evermore ." The Lord is interested in seein g
how well we are now yielding ourselves to the unifying influ-
ence of his Holy Spirit in this life, for upon the basis of this
manifestation of our heart loyalty to him now, we will be given
the reward of "glory and honor and immortality" when w e
have finished our earthly course .—Roman 2 : 7

In other words, the Lord is not merely saying that he woul d
"like" to see us maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bonds
of peace, but his Word reveals that this is one of his basic
requirements of all those to whom he will eventually say, "Wel l
done." Not that we will ever attain perfect unity any mor e
than we will attain perfection in the flesh with respect to an y
of his requirements, but it is to be one of the basic objective s
of our endeavors as body members of Christ . Let us continue
to strive for it, and rejoice as we look ahead to the tim e
when he commands the blessing, "even life for evermore . "
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SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENTS'

SAM BAKER
Buffalo, N. Y.

	

Mar. 15
Rochester, N . Y .

	

1 6
Syracuse, N . Y .

	

1 7
Albany, N4 Y.

	

1 8
Somersworth, N . H .

	

1 9
Boston, Mass .

	

20
New Bedford, Mass . 22
Hartford, Conn .

	

2 3
Waterbury, Conn .

	

24
New Haven, Conn .

	

25
New London, Conn .

	

2 6
Rutherford, N . J .

	

2 7
New York, N . Y.

	

2 9

OTIS R . BARRALL
Washington, D . C . Mar. 8

JENS COPELAND
Allentown, Pa .

	

Mar . 8

O. D . DEIFE R
Wilkes-Barre, Pa . Mar.

LEVI JACOBS
Hartford, Conn . Mar. 22

G . M. JEUC K
Soyville, N . Y. Mar.

	

1

A. H . KRUMPOL T
York, Pa .

	

Mar . 2 9
Lancaster, Pa .

	

29

R . J . KRUPA
Paterson, N . J . Mar .

	

8
Detroit, Mich .

	

21, 2 2
L . P . LOOMI S

Wallingford, Conn .
Mar . 2 2

Bridgeport, Conn .

	

2 2

J . Y . MAC AULA Y
Jacksonville, Fla . Mar .

	

3
Orlando, Fla .

	

4, 5
Miami, Fla .

	

7-9
St. Petersburg, Fla . 10-1 5
Orlando, Fla .

	

16-1 8
Jacksonville, Fla .

	

1 9
Charlotte, N . C .

	

20-22
Greensboro, N . C .

	

2 3
Lynchburg, Va .

	

24
Richmond, Va .

	

2 5
Blackstone, Va .

	

2 6
Washington, D . C.

	

2 7
Baltimore, Md .

	

2 9
Philadelphia, Pa .

	

2 9

E. K. PENROS E
New York, N . Y . Mar. 1 5

W. N. POE
New York, N . Y . Mar . 15

H . W. PRIC E
Seattle, Wash .

	

Mar .

	

8
Tacoma, Wash .

	

9

Portland, Ore.

	

10, 1 1
Salem, Ore.

	

1 2
Redding, Calif.

	

1 3
San Francisco, Calif .

	

1 5
San Jose, Calif.

	

1 6
Stockton, Calif .

	

1 7
Sacramento, Calif.

	

1 8
Salt Lake City, Utah . 20
Denver, Colo .

	

2 2
Fort Collins, Colo . 23, 2 4
Laramie, Wyo .

	

2 5
Bosler, Wyo .

	

2 6
Grand Island, Nebr . 27-2 9
St . Joseph, Mo .

	

3 0
Topeka, Kans .

	

3 1

RICHARD SURAC I
Groton, Conn . Mar. 15
New London, Conn .

	

1 5

C . A . SMIT H
Catawissa, Pa . Mar. 2 2

F . S . WASSMAN N
New Haven, Conn . Mar . 1

C . R . WEID A
Detroit, Mich . Mar. 21, 2 2

G. M . WILSO N
New York, N . Y. Mar . 1 5

W. N. WOODWORTH
Detroit, Mich . Mar . 21, 2 2

The listings in this schedule have been arranged by local ecclesia s
co-operating with The Dawn .
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GEORGE BALKO
Duquesne, Pa .

	

Mar . 2 2

NICK BARACOS .
Connellsville, Pa . Mar .

	

1
Steubenville, Ohio

	

15

JULIUS BEDNAR Z

Covert, Mich .

	

Mar . 15

DAVID A . BRUC E

VA'hittier, Calif .

	

Mar.

	

1

C . M . CHUM

Chatham, Ont .

	

Mar. 1 5

L . PAUL DAVI S

Monterey, Calif .

	

Mar . 8
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IRVING C . FOSS

San Luis Obispo, Calif .
Mar. 22

EARL L. FOWLER

Bakersfield, Calif. Mar. 8
Tehachapi, Calif .

	

8

BRUNO HAC K

Milwaukee, Wis . Mar . 8

EDMUND JEZUIT

Gary, Ind .

	

Mar . 1 5

LEONARD JEZUI T

Aurora, III .

	

Mar.

	

8

DANIEL KAZIA K

London, Ont .

	

Mar. 8

N . MOLENAAR

Whittier, Calif .

	

Mar . 8

HARRY PASSIO S

East Liverpool, Ohio .
Mar . 8

Washington, Pa .

	

1 5

G . R. POLLOC K

Phoenix, Ariz .

	

Mar . 8

NORMAN F . RIC E

Whittier, Calif .

	

Mar . 1 5
Fullerton, Calif.

	

2 2

GEORGE P. RIPPER

Riverside, Calif . Mar . 1 5
Ontario, Calif.

	

15

THOMAS T. RYD E

San Diego, Calif . Mar. 8
Whittier, Calif .

	

2 2

ALBERT SHEPPELBAUM

LaSalle, III .

	

Mar.

	

1
Minneapolis, Minn.

(Cedar Ave .) 8

J . I . VAN HORN E
Duquesne, Pa .

	

Mar .

	

1

IRWIN WYSOCK I
Duquesne, Pa .

	

Mar . 1 5

HOWARD K. YOUNG

Monessen, Pa .

	

Mar. 22

LOUIS W . ZBI K

Flint, Mich .

	

Mar .

	

1
Adrian, Mich .

	

1 5

EVOLUTION ONLY A THEORY

To be discussed by

"FRANK AND ERNEST"

WIBC—1070 kc .—10 :30 A. M .

Sunday, March 1 5

Many think that human evolution is a
proven fact, but it is not. Hear "Fran k
and Ernest," and send for a free copy
of the 112-page book, "Creation ." No
obligation . Address :

"FRANK AND ERNEST"
Box 60, Dept. N, General Post Offic e

New York, N . Y .

SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENTS

For Your Newspape r
To the left is a suggestion for a

small advertisement in your local
newspaper. This outline is designed
for two inches in one column.

APRIL TOPIC : On Sunday, April
19, "Frank and Ernest" will discus s
the topic, "Our Day in Prophecy "
The world is filled with fear as the
people look ahead to what they see
coming upon the earth . The Bible
contains the only message of hope ,
and we, as witnesses for the king-
dom, have the privilege of making
known God's remedy for the world's
ills . This is being done over th e
radio, and we can increase the siz e
of the radio audience by advertis-
ing. Send for as many as you can
use of the special advertising fold-
er for April. They are free . Address,
The Dawn, East Rutherford, New
Jersey .
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ICONVENTIONS1

FORT WORTH, TEX ., Mar . 6 .8—The Black-
stone Hotel, Fifth and Main Streets . Mrs .
G . B . Wilmott, 2406 Prairie .

MIAMI, FLA., Mar . 7-9—Simpson Garde n
Club, 55 S . W. 17th Road . Mr. Do n
Roark, 6482 S . W. 39th St .

COLUMBUS, OHIO, Mar. 8— Souther n
Hotel, South High and East Main Streets .
Mrs . Josephine Ewing, 273 S . Algonqui n
Avenue

SAGINAW, MICH ., Mar. 8—Sagina w
Woman's Club, 311 N . Jefferson . Mrs .
C . A . Sundbom, 207 Alice Street .

FRESNO, CALIF ., Mar . 14, 15—Fresn o
Hotel, Broadway at Merced . Mrs . F . W .
Becker, 1413 East Griffith Way.

WILMINGTON, DEL ., Mar. 14, 15—The
New Century Club, 1014 Delaware Ave .
Mrs. Peter Kolliman, 404 W . 31st St .

NEW YORK, N . Y., Mar . 15—YMC A
Building, 23 St. and Seventh Ave . Mr. F .
S . Wassmann, 453 W . Saddle River Road,
Upper Saddle River, N . J .

SALEM, ORE., Mar . 15—Four Corners
Community Hall . Mrs . James Blackman ,
3754 Felton, S .

DETROIT, MICH ., Mar . 21, 22—Downtown
YWCA, 2230 Witherell . Mr. Walte r
Blicharz, 19300 Braile.

CHICAGO, ILL, Mar. 22—Central Masonic
Temple, 912 N . LaSalle St . Mr. D. J .
Morehouse, 4354 W. Cortez Street .

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN ., Mar. 28, 29 —
Columbia Heights Field House . Mrs . C.
R . Newham, 678-40 Ave . N. E.
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BUFFALO, N . Y ., Mar. 29—YWCA, 275 6
Delaware Ave . Mr. Stanley Koszka, 670
Union Road .

LOS ANGELES, CALIF ., Mar . 29—Audi-
torium, 933 S . Hoover St . Mr. A. W .
Abrahamsen, 700 S . Hobart Blvd ., Apt .
207.

PATERSON, N . J ., Apr. 4, 5—YWCA ,
185 Carroll St . Mr . Michael J . Koterba ,
29 Mt . Pleasant Ave ., Wallington, N . J .

SAN ANTONIO, TEX ., Apr . 4, 5—Crock-
ett Hotel, 301 East Crockett, near th e
Alamo . Miss Ruth A . New, 122 Yale Ave .

PITTSBURGH, PA ., Apr. 5—Roosevelt
Hotel, Blue Room, Sixth and Penn Ave-
nues. Mr . Harry Passios, 137 Creekside
Lane .

INDIANAPOLIS, IND ., Apr . 19—YWC A
Bldg ., The Social Room, 329 N . Penn-
sylvania St . Mrs . Minnie F. Martin, 4620
Hinesley Avenu e

GARY, IND., May 2, 3

KANSAS CITY, MO., May 2, 3

NEW ALBANY, IND., May 16, 1 7

VANCOUVER, B . C., May 16-1 8

PHILADELPHIA, PA., May 17

ROCHESTER, N . Y ., May 1 7

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF., May 28-3 1

DETROIT, MICH ., July 3-5

LOS ANGELES, CALIF., July 3-5
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Ancd UUentt Gift

Es ccki for Children

OD 'S PROMISES C OM . TRU E

T iflis is a rook of Bible stories for children—forty-eight illus -
cr Hodes, many in two colors . l he stories, beginnin g

c atio end including the more important episode s
brriin t Old and New esiaments, are tol d

rich makes '.:hem easily understood by children ,
:iiiasling

	

o.in-ups . Above all, they ar e
e traditional errors of the Dark Ages . Thi s

re bock is

	

note for every gift occasion .

2 :1:d PAG 7o10 INCHES, CLOTH BOUND

	

$2 .0 0

ie f ; ;t of these "keys" to the Bible was written more than
, the lost in 1904 . They continue to be th e

outstoncin,? text books on the Bible for our day .

o The Di vi cc Plan of the Ages, cloth, 50 cents ,
Id) more 40 cents each; paper, 30 cents ,
ten or more 23 cents each .

o

	

io-e Is at Nand, cloth, 50 cents each .

c 13>' Kingdom Came, cloth, 50 cents each .

o „o L oo ; e cf Armageddon, cloth, 85 cents each .

cri The At onement Between God and Man, cloth ,

• v' Creation, cloth, 85 cents each .

for vo l umes 1-3, 10 cents each ;
_s

	

lo cents each .

SEX O UMPa, OVER 3,0 0 PAGES, CLOTH BOUND, $3 .75



That the church is "the temple of the living God"—peculiarl y
"his woi krnonship" ; thot its construction has been in progres s
throurroui the Gospel age—ever since Christ became the world' s
Ri.

	

i: ;rd the chief corner stone of this temple, throug h
en finished, God's blessings shall come "to all people, "

and tl, find access to hint . -1 Cor . 3 :16, 17 ; Eph . 2 :20-22 ; Gen .
28 :14 ; Gal . 3 :2 9

That meantime the chiseling, shaping, and polishing of consecrate d
believers in Christ's atonement far sin progresses, and when th e
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious, " shall hav e
been made ready, the great Master Workman will bring al l
together in the first resurrection ; and the temple shall be fille d
with his glom : grid be the meeting place between God and me n
throsr;hout the Millc:nniun-i .---Rev . 15 :5-8

That tin e basis of hope for the church and the world lies in th e
feet lire ; Jesus Christ, by the grace of God tasted death fo r

'"e rensom for all," and will be "the true light whic h
ry men that cometh into the world," "in due time ."
John 1 :9 ; I Tim . 2 :5, 6

Thai. ties- hope

	

of

	

the

	

church

	

is

	

that she may

	

be

	

like

	

her Lord ,
"see him as

	

he

	

is,"

	

be

	

a

	

"partaker of the

	

divine

	

nature, " an d
share his glory

	

as

	

his

	

joint-heir .---I John 3 :2 ;

	

John 17,24 ; Rom .
8 :17 ; Ii Pet.

	

1 :4

That the present mission of the church is the perfecting of th e
saints for the future work of service to develop in herself ever y
proce ; to be God's witness to the world ; and to prepare to b e
the kin :-s and priests in the next age .—Eph . 4 :12 ; Mott . 24 :14 ;

Rev_ 1 :6 ; 20 :6

That the hope for the world lies in the blessings of knowledg e
and opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's millennial king-
dom—the restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the will-
ing and obedient, of the hands of their Redeemer and his glorifie d
church---when ul' the wilfully wicked will be destroyed .—Acts 3 ,
19-23 ; Isaiah 3 5
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