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address for 40 cents, postpaid .
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Send for a copy and let it help to brighten the dark
hours of today with its inspiring portrait of God' s
world of tomorrow .
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PEACE, PEAC E

A Voice of Tomorrow dialog i n
which is discussed some of the
prophecies which forecast the
claim of peace and safety at the
very time "sudden destruction "
comes upon this "present evi l
world . " The fulfilment of these
prophecies furnishes convincing
evidence that we are now living in
the "day of the Lord ."

" DOWN TO THE POTTER'S
HOUSE "

The potter and the vessels which
he makes are used prominently in
the Scriptures as illustrations o f
important truths relating to God ' s
dealings with His people, and o f
their degrees of faithfulness to
Him. Vessels of "honor " and "dis-
honor, " vessels of "wrath, " etc . ,
are mentioned in the Scriptures ,
and important lessons are thereb y
taught .

MERCY

This contributed article should
help the reader to appreciate more
fully his own need of divine mercy ,
and also the importance of extend-
ing mercy to others, who, like al l
members of the fallen race, com e
so far short of the divine standard
of perfection . It is a reminder that
if we expect divine mercy to b e
exercised toward us, we must our-
selves be merciful .
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The Prophetic
News Parade

The prophecies of the Bible are history written, i n
advance. The prophetic preview of conditions lead-
ing to and culminating in the present distress of na-
tions, is strikingly accurate, as the following sum-
mary of events reveals . To know these things should
increase our faith in what the Bible says about God' s
new world of tomorrow .

SIR ISAAC NEWTON, noted scientist of the
17th and forepart of the 18th centuries, who was
also a profound student of the Bible, said tha t
the prophecies of the Bible were given in orde r
that, when the events they foretold come to pass,
our faith in its divine inspiration would be in -
creased. We agree that this is one very useful
purpose of the prophecies, and the fact that s o
many of them are being fulfilled in the new s
parade of this our day, should give us great con-
fidence in what the inspired Word forecasts con-
cerning the world of tomorrow.

The Biblical prophecies now being so accurate-
ly ' fulfilled are those which pertain to the "last
days . " They are not in the Bible for the pur-
pose of instilling fear in the heart of the student ,
but rather to give him hope and confidence fo r
the future . Indeed, today it is those who have no
faith in the prophecies, and therefore have n o
hope for the future, whose hearts are filled wit h
fear as they look forward to the things comin g
upon the earth. Jesus said, in fact, that this ver y
attitude' on the part of the people would be one
of the signs that would mark the end of the age .
—Luke 21:26; Matt . 24: 3 .

The only reason why students of prophec y
should fear the evidence of their fulfilment is tha t
they may have a wrong conception of what con-
stitutes the "last days, " or "the end of the age . "
If we should think of these Biblical expressions
as descriptive of the final end of all things earth -
Iy, and as marking the end of all hope for th e
majority of the human race, and the beginning
for them of an eternity of torture in hell, natur-
ally we would almost be inclined to wish—as
indeed many have wished—that such a calamity
may not befall the world in our day .

But this. traditional "crack of doom" is with-
out Scriptural support. The real, last days of

the prophecies, referred to by Daniel as th e
"time of the end" (Dan. 12:4), is not a time
which marks the end of all hope for human be-
ings, but rather is that period during which th e
long reign of sin and death is to be terminated ,
and the Kingdom of God established in its place .
This being true, the prophecies which identify th e
events associated with the passing of this evil
order of things should really be regarded as mes-
sages of cheer in that their fulfilment betoken s
the near establishment of Christ 's Kingdom for
which Christians have so long prayed,- "Thy King-
dom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in
heaven."—Matt . 6: 10 .

If we grasp this Scriptural viewpoint of the
prophecies pertaining to our times, we will want
to learn more about them because every bit of
such knowledge received, will tend to increase
our faith in the fact that because of divine inter-
vention, the outcome of the present distressin g
conditions of the world is to be glorious . Yes, we
will thus be enabled to rejoice, in that while we
will recognize that God is now "shaking " the na-
tions, yet soon " the desire of all nations shall
come . "-Hag. 2 : 7 .

The Psalmist described the attitude of thos e
who view the chaotic events of the present in the
light of prophecy, saying, "Therefore will not w e
fear, though the earth be removed, and thoug h
the mountains be carried into the midst of the
sea ; though the waters thereof roar and b e
troubled, though the mountains shake with th e
swelling thereof." (Psa. 46:1-3.) The terms
earth, mountains, sea, etc ., used in this statement
by the prophet, are, of course, symbolic . Other
prophecies furnish the key to their meaning, an d
we find that the Psalmist by their use, is actuall y
describing the ultimate result of the present up-
heavals of the world, and saying that in spite of
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this, we will not fear . For those who can appre-
ciate the long-range view of events as outline d
in the prophecies, there is really nothing to fear ,
but much for which to be thankful, and in whic h
to rejoice. Such know that the greatest time of
peace and happiness the world has ever known
is in all verity "just around the corner . "

With this expectancy of better days soon t o
come, let us note some of the outstanding fulfil-
ments of prophecy that are now apparent . In ex-
amining these, let us not make the mistake o f
attempting to confine them within too short a
period of time . They are not intended to point
out some certain day or month or year, but
rather to outline for us a transitional period dur-
ing which the "present evil world " gradually i s
brought to an cud, and God's new world of to-
morrow fully established .

"KNOWLEDGE SHALL BE INCREASED "

Important among the prophecies which point
out the beginning of this transitional period is tha t
of Daniel 12 : 4, which reads "But thou, 0 Daniel ,
shut up the words, and seal the book, even to
the time of the end: many shall run to and fro ,
and knowledge shall be increased . " This foretold
increase of knowledge which was to mark the
"time of the end, " has come to pass in a ver y
striking manner within the last hundred and
more years . Moreover, it has made possible th e
present era of much and rapid travel, so peculia r
to our day. Sir Isaac Newton, although living
long before the fulfilment of this prophecy, wa s
nevertheless, greatly impressed by it . Upon the
strength of what Daniel says, he predicted tha t
the time would come when men would be able to
travel as fast as fifty miles an hour. Voltaire ,
noted French infidel, and contemporary of New -
ton, made light of the Scientist, claiming that his
extravagant predictions based upon the proph-
ecies of the Bible proved that he had reached hi s
dotage, and wasn't responsible for what he said .
Modern increase of scientific knowledge, and th e
consequent "running to and fro" throughout the
earth, have fully justified Newton 's faith in the
divine inspiration of Biblical prophecies .

Perhaps there is no better illustration of th e
sudden and remarkable fulfilment of this proph-
ecy than the fact that in the early days of rail-
roading, a little over 'a hundred years ago, man y
devout souls sincerely believed that the railroa d
was an invention of the devil, designed by his
Satanic majesty to rapidly transfer the inhabi-
tants of this planet to the eternal regions of a
fiery hell . Of course, nobody believes this today,
yet the fact that some did so believe, such a com-
paratively short time ago, should help us to real-
ize that modern means of travel are indeed new,
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and unheard of throughout the centuries of th e
past .

No less phenomenal has been the outstanding
increase of knowledge during this same period .
Not only has knowledge increased along scientifi c
lines, but it is reflected also in the general educa-
tion of the masses, and in many other ways . The
printed page in all its many forms, made available
to all, has greatly contributed to the general "in-
crease of knowledge" in this "time of the end . "
Even more wonderful is the miracle of the radio .
Voltaire surely would have thought that Newton
was insane had he predicted that the time woul d
come when men could talk to each other acros s
continents and oceans ; and that the people of
America could hear the speeches of kings and
dictators in Europe . Yet today, these miracles are
commonplace . They are modern miracles, for while
men are able to devise the mechanics to produce
the electrical impulses which in turn, produce th e
sounds which can be heard around the world ,
they do not understand, nor can they define, the
basic force which they thus use. The best they
can say about it is that it is an electrical energy
which can be transmitted in certain ways called
wave lengths, but many of its peculiarities differ-
entiating it from electrodynamics and electromag-
netics, are mystifying and far from a satisfactory
solution .

"A TID7E OF TROUBLE'.'

"At that time," Daniel declares--that is, th e
"time of the end "—"shall Michael stand up, th e
great prince which standeth for the children of
thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble ,
such as never was since there was a nation . "
(Dan. 12: 1 .) Thus the prophet links the "in-

crease of knowledge" with a "time of trouble such
as never was since there was a nation . " Beyond
any question of a doubt we are now living in tha t
very time of trouble . Not only so, but the in -
crease of knowledge has in no small way been
one of the contributing causes of the trouble .
This is not because the knowledge has, in itself ,
been evil, but because it has been selfishly mis-
used .

Jesus, in His great prophecy of the end of th e
age, tells of "distress of nations, with perplexity,"
and informs us that it was these conditions t o
which Daniel pointed in his prophecy of the
"time of trouble . " We know from this that Dan-
iel 's prophecy does refer to the end of the age ,
and the time when the Master would be presen t
to establish His long-promised Kingdom. The
fact that we can now see the fulfilment of this
prophecy, and realize how closely it is associate d
with the foretold "increase of knowledge, " should
greatly increase our confidence in all else the . Bi-
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ble may say concerning the present and futur e
experiences of mankind?

Jesus declared that the present "time of trou-
ble" would be so severe that unless it was short-
ened, no flesh would be saved . (Matt . 24 : 22.) In
view of what we see transpiring today it is no t
difficult to realize the truth and force of the Mas-
ter 's words . The present methods of destructio n
by war, and the famines and diseases that ar e
inevitable consequences of such an evil pursui t
in this enlightened age might, indeed, well-nigh
destroy the whole race, were it not for the Master' s
assurance that before the trouble goes that far ,
the days will be shortened .

" SPASMS" OF TROUBL E

In 1 Thessalonians 5 : 1-4, the apostle describe s
the destructive trouble that was to come upon
the present evil order of things, and declares that
it would be like "travail upon a woman wit h
child . " This suggests the thought of spasms, o r
seizures, of pain, with periods of easement in be-
tween. Has not the present time of great distres s
upon the nations developed exactly along this
line? The world found itself in the grip of th e
first spasm in 1914, when the first World War
broke so suddenly upon the nations . This spasm
lasted for four weary years, and left the presen t
order of things very much weakened .

There followed famine and pestilence, destroy-
ing more lives than the war itself. Then came a
few years of "easement " before the next world -
wide spasm of trouble known as the "depression. "
This wrought havoc to the economic systems of
earth, and further threatened the status quo o f
the present world order .

The nations did not get out of the "depression"
when the present spasm struck with all its devas-
tating force. As a result of this last seizure, men
have at last awakened to the fact that the pre -
1914 world has ended . Now everybody is freely
talking about a world revolution . A giganti c
struggle is going on between the forces of democ-
racy and those of totalitarian dictatorship. Both
sides hope to win and thus to be in a position t o
set up the framework of a new world, realizin g
that it is no longer possible to save the old worl d
which is now dying. A new order is indeed to
be born, but its pattern will be that of the divine
Kingdom long foretold by the prophets, an d
prayed for by all Christians since the first adven t
of Christ.

Here then, in this spasmodic development of th e
cataclysmic trouble that is destroying a world ,
is identified another remarkable fulfilment o f
prophecy. Now we have three touchstones by
which we are able to locate ourselves in rela-
tion to, the prophecies . (1) The increase of knowl -
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edge and the running to and fro ; (2) the resultant
"time of trouble such as never was since there
was a nation"; and (3) the fact that this trouble
has come in spasms like "travail upon a woman
with child . "

THE CRY OF "PEACE, PEACE "

Dovetailing with the foregoing interlocking ful-
filment of prophecies, is the remarkable fulfil-
ment of the apostle's further testimony concern-
ing the destruction of the "day of the Lord " ;
namely, that it would take place unexpectedly,
and in connection with (or we might say in spite
of) a world-wide peace movement . On this poin t
St. Paul says, "When they shall say, Peace an d

'safety; then sudden destruction cometh upo n
them, as travail upon a woman with child . (1
Thes. 5: 1-3 .) This preview of events has bee n
fulfilled with uncanny ,accuracy .

In the year 1913, just before the outbreak of
the most destructive war of all time, there wa s
an international celebration of peace . The world
was led to believe that never again would war
mar the happiness of nations . But alas, this il-
lusion was soon over, and the peace-loving peo-
ples of the earth were shocked by the rude awak-
ening that was forced upon them when the na-
tions began their historic march to Armageddon .

But the peace offensive continued . Following
the Armistice, many peace societies sprang into
being, and sincerely endeavored to promote the
spirit of good will among the nations . We al l
know of the various peace conferences, and dis-
armament conferences, all of which failed . The
League of Nations was thought to be an instru-
ment that would guarantee the peace of all na-
tions, but it failed. The late Mr. Chamberlain
thought he had saved the peace for our times, bu t
was bitterly disappointed . British diplomac y
welded together a group of smaller European na-
tions, pledged to assist each other in the event o f
aggression, and this combine they called a "peace
front." Today, the cruel and relentless invasion
of one helpless country after another by the Axi s
dictators is said to be in order to preserve peace .

Thus the cry of Peace, Peace, continues, while
destruction spreads and the old world totters t o
its fall . Who can doubt that inspirational fore -
sight was needed in order to predict ninetee n
centuries in advance such an unusual combina-
tion of events? Certainly the events we are no w
witnessing are the very ones that were to signal
the near approach of Christ's Kingdom, and th e
new day of permanent peace and happiness fo r
all mankind .

THE .NATIONS GATHEREn

In Zephaniah 3 : 8, as well as in other proph-
ecies of both . the Old. and I\T ew Testaments, we
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are told of a gathering of the nations that woul d
take place in the end of the age . These proph-
ecies have had, and are still having, a remarkabl e
fulfilment . Here again, the foretold increase o f
knowledge has had much to do with what we
have seen occur. Rapid means of intercommuni-
cation among the nations, plus the advantages
of international travel and commerce made pos-
sible by modern methods of travel and transpor-
tation, have rendered all the nations of earth
largely interdependent upon each other for ex-
istence .

This "gathering of the nations" is apparent along
both economic and military lines . It has become
such a reality that even the United States, with
all its wealth and resources, considers an isola-
tionist policy dangerous . No longer are we living
in a world of independent nations, each charting
its own economic and military course . Instead,
we see the nations gathered and gathering, mostl y
into what is now looming up as two great arme d
camps, pitted against each other in an all-ou t
struggle to gain the mastery of the world .

It is the hope of the democracies that victor y
will crown their sacrifices in the present crisis ,
so that the new world may be a free world, i n
which each nation, while bound within the frame-
work of a democratic world constitution, may ,
nevertheless, enjoy at least a measure of liberty
in individual action . It is feared, on the other
hand, that should totalitarian principles gain
world mastery all liberty of action on the part
of individual nations would cease .

The prophecy of Zephaniah 3 : 8, 9, clearly re-
veals the final outcome of the gathering of th e
nations, showing that it will be the destructio n
of the symbolic earth, that is, of the present worl d
order. In Isaiah 8 : 9, 10, this gathering of the na-
tions is also described, and here it is definitel y
stated that despite the efforts of the people t o
thus associate themselves for mutual protection ,
they will be broken to pieces . From these proph-
ecies, then, it becomes clear that there is nothin g
now that can save the present world . Zephaniah
3: 9 also makes it clear that the new world orde r
is to be God's world, symbolically described i n
the prophecies as the "new heavens and new
earth wherein dwelleth righteousness . "-2 Pet .
3 : 13 ; Isa . 65 : 17-25 ; Rev. 21 : 1-5 .

TILE JEWISH QUESTIO N

Today the Jew is making front-page news, an d
this is because the prophecies foretold the pe-
culiar combination of circumstances with whic h
this historic people would be surrounded in the
last days . Since the close of the last World Wa r
the Jews have been prominent in world news al -
most constantly . First, and as an outgrowth of
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the war, the land of Palestine was opened up to
them. This, undoubtedly, was the beginning of
the fulfilment of the many divine promises whic h
assured this people that the ancient Holy Land
was their land, and that God intended that the y
should ultimately return there and possess it.

Now, however, the gates of the Holy Land
have again virtually closed to the Jew, althoug h
meanwhile three hundred thousand of them re -
turned and converted large areas of the countr y
into a veritable Garden of Eden. Besides thi s
unexpected turn of events, persecution has arisen
against them in many countries so that now thi s
historic people of God are facing a crisis fro m
which only divine wisdom and power will be
able to deliver them. The prophecies indicate
that it is in order that the Lord might show His
power on their behalf, that He has permitte d
them to be faced with their present dilemma .

The third chapter of Joel is very much to the
point in this connection. There are many other
prophecies dealing with the issue, but we cite Joel
because it associates the restoration of Israel with
the general gathering of the nations, referred t o
foregoing; and also tells of the special trials to
be experienced by them during this transition
period. It is entirely too large a subject to be
dealt with properly in this general review of th e
prophetic news parade . We mention it here t o
show its tie-in with the other leading develop-
ments which mark the end of the age .

THE MONEY QUESTIO N

As outstanding, perhaps, as any of the present -
day trends pointed out in the prophecies, is th e
gradual breaking down of the world 's monetary
systems . The prophecies also show that in the
last days there would be a piling up of wealth ,
described as "heaping together treasure for th e
last days . " (James 5 :3.) St. James then goe s
on to show that this heaped up treasure, in th e
hands of what President Roosevelt calls Econom-
ic Royalists, would not protect their owner s
against the evils that would at this time befal l
the whole world .

In all previous crises the rich, both individuals
and nations, could, in some way, use their riche s
to purchase for them a large measure of protec-
tion and security, but not now. A good example
of this is the fact that the British Empire—prob-
ably the richest empire that ever existed—is no w
forced to confess that it must depend upon th e
generosity of America to supply the much neede d
sinews of war . The lend-lease bill is America' s
response to Britain's need. The totalitarian na-
tions are even worse off financially, having al -
ready largely resorted to the barter method o f
trade.- Zephaniah 1 : 14-18, declares that "Neither
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their silver nor their gold shall be able to deliver
them in the day of the Lord's wrath . "

"LOVERS OF' PLEASURE "

In 2 Timothy 3 : 1-5 we have a graphic descrip-
tion of the religious condition of the world in th e
"last days," and this preview fits exactly the con-
ditions that are abroad in the land today . Reli-
gion is at a low ebb in all countries, and through-
out Europe is rapidly being liquidated by the
totalitarian governments there in control . There
is no official opposition to religion in America ,
for which all should be thankful, nevertheless ,
there is a mounting trend toward irreligion ,
especially among the youth . Faith in the Bible
is at an all-time low . Modernism and higher criti-
cism, openly taught in our schools and colleges ,
have caused most of the youth of today to loo k
upon the Bible as a collection of "old fogy " ideas
not worthy of serious consideration by the intel-
ligentsia of today .

Not only does Paul foretell this waning of re-
ligious influence in a dying world, but Jesus als o
touches upon it in His prophecies depicting con-
ditions of the last days . In one of these the Mas-
ter inquires, "When the Lord comes, shall He
find faith on the earth? " (Luke 18 : 8 .) The im-
plication of this prophetic question is that there
would be but little faith left at that time . How
true this prophecy has proved to be !

It is only as we look into the future throug h
the prophetic telescope and there see true reli-
gion fully established in the new world, that w e
are able to understand why the Lord is now per-
mitting the apparent defeat of His cause . Ac-
tually it is, in large measure, the false religions
that are now being overthrown by government s
and in the minds of the people . Sometimes the
true temporarily suffers with the false, but thi s
does not mean that God's purposes have failed .
The prophecy of Zephaniah 3 : 9, to which refer-
ence has already been made, tells us that follow-
ing the present trouble the Lord will turn to the
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people a pure language, or message, enlightening
all mankind, and enabling them to call upon Hi m
and serve Him with one consent. How blessed
this will be .

Jesus said of the present time (Luke 21 : 25, 26)
that the "powers of heaven shall be shaken . " In
prophetic symbology this is descriptive of th e
waning religious control that has, in the past, oc-
cupied so important a role in maintaining th e
status quo of what men have called civilization.
Jesus indicates that this is a fruitful cause o f
men 's hearts now being filled with fear as they
look forward to the things coming upon the earth .
From the human standpoint it does look as thoug h
all former standards of justice and right are t o
be set aside, and cruel, unbridled selfishness is t o
rule the world .

Jesus also said of this same time that ther e
would be a roaring of the sea and waves . Isaiah
furnishes us with the true understanding of this
symbolic language, saying, "Woe to the multi-
tude of many people, which make a noise lik e
the noise of the seas ; and to rushing of nations.
that make a rushing like the rushing of mighty
waters! The nations shall rush like the rushing of
many waters, but God shall rebuke them." (Isa .
17 : 12, 13 .) What a mad, turbulent sea-like con-
dition prevails among the nations today; but i t
will be brought to an end in God 's due time, fo r
God will "rebuke them . "

God is permitting the present conditions to be -
come so horrible that all nations will eventuall y
loathe the very thought of war . War will thu s
lose its glory, and the world will be glad to ac-
cept the Lord 's ways of righteousness which will
bring peace and happiness forever . Yes, through
divine agencies previously prepared, the Lord
will soon say to the war-ridden and grief-stricke n
peoples of the earth, "Be still, and know that I
am God : I will be exalted among the nations, I
will be exalted in the earth . "—Psalms 46 : 10 .

What Is It?

When Will It End?

What Will Come After It ?

Is the Golden Age of Peace Near?

Armageddon
What the Scriptures say about Armageddon, an d
the relationship it bears to the present struggle of
the nations, is the subject matter of the booklet,
"Armageddon." This booklet is available in any
quantity desired at the rate of one cent each . Or-
der one for yourself, and a supply for your friends .
Address :

THE DAW N
136 Fulton Street, Brooklyn, N. Y .
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"Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that you r

sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshin g
shall come from the presence of the Lord ; and He
shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preache d
unto you : whom the heavens must receive until th e
times of restitution of all things which God hath spo-
ken by the mouth of all His holy prophets since th e
world began . For Moses Truly said unto the fathers ,
A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto yo u
of your brethren, like unto me; Him shall ye hear i n
all things whatsoever He shall say unto you . And it
shall come to pass, that every soul which will not hea r
that Prophet, shall be destroyed from among the peo-
ple . Yea, and all the prophets from Samuel and thos e
that follow after, as many as have spoken, have like -
wise foretold of these days . Ye are the children of th e
prophets and of the covenant which God made wit h
our fathers, saying unto Abraham, and in thy see d
shall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed . Unto
you first God, having raised up His Son Jesus, sen t
Him to bless you, in turning every one of you fro m
his iniquities ."—Acts 3 :19-26 .

God's Restitution Project
ST. PETER 'S use of the term

restitution, in his prophecy o f
events which were to follow the
second coming of Christ, indi-
cates that there is to be a perio d
of reconstruction. This program
calls, not for the creation of a new
paradise, but for the restoration o f
the paradise which was lost . Je-
sus tells us in Luke 19 :10, that the
Son of Man came to seek and to
save that which was lost. The
completion of this divine projec t
requires both the first and second
advents of Jesus . At His first ad -
vent He gave Himself a ransom, o r
corresponding price, in order tha t
the sentence of death imposed up-
on mankind in Eden could be set
aside . Ile comes the second time
for the purpose of restoring to life ,
those who lost life through Adam' s
transgression.

If we can visualize the perfec-
tion and happiness enjoyed by our
first parents before they trans-
gressed the divine law, then we
can understand, at least partially ,
the revolutionary changes that are
to. be effected in the world, when
the lost paradise, with all of its
blessings, is restored by the re -
turned Christ . The Garden of
Eden was but a sample of what th e
whole earth will be like whe n
God 's program of rehabilitation is
complete .

The apostle says that times o f
refreshing shall come from th e
"presence of the Lord." This ex-
pression is translated from Gree k
words meaning "out from the fac e
of the Lord . " This expression i s
translated from Greek words mean -
ing "out of the face of the Lord . "
According to Eastern customs, this

expression suggests the thought of
God's favor being manifested to -
ward the human race. The com-
plete thought outlined by the apos- -
tle therefore is that the second
coming of Christ ,is a manifestation
of God 's returning favor to man-
kind, ushering in a period during
which He would beam upon th e
human race, and bless them by re-
storing them to their long-lost
Edenic home .

The apostle declares that all of
God's holy prophets have foretol d
the coming times of restitution .
David was one of these prophets
who had much to say on the sub-
ject, In his thirtieth Psalm, vers e
5, he mentions it in connection
with the thought of God 's return-
ing favor . He says : "For His ange r
endureth but for a moment ; in His
favor is life ; weeping may endure
for a night, but joy cometh in the
morning . " God 's anger against Hi s
human creation began when our
first parents disobeyed His law .
As a result, they were sentenced
to death and driven out from their
perfect Edenic home. Because
their children were imperfect when
born, the penalty of death passed
on to them and to the whole hu-
man race. The entire world ha s
been passing through a nighttime
of sorrow and death .

While this manifestation of God ' s
anger has continued for more than
six thousand years, yet from the
standpoint of an eternity of God' s
favors and blessings, it has bee n
"but for a moment, " and for each
individual it has been no longer
than the few brief years from th e
cradle to the grave .

This nighttime of God' s disfavor
is not to continue indefinitely. God
will turn His face toward the hu-
man race. His favor was first of
all shown in the sending of His So n
to be man 's Redeemer, and is fur-
ther demonstrated in sending Hi m
the second time to restore the race
which He redeemed . David adds ,
" In His favor is life, " which means
that when God again smiles upon
the human race, sickness and
death will end. It means that th e
long nighttime of sin, sorrow, and
death is to terminate in a mornin g
of joy .



8

The Work of Redemptio n

As already noted, the coming
times of restitution are made pos-
sible by the redemptive work of
Christ, accomplished at His first
advent . The Prophet Hosea refer s
to this, when, speaking as a mouth -
piece of the Lord he says, "I will
ransom them from the power o f
the grave; I will redeem them from
death; 0 death I will be thy
plagues ; 0 grave, I will he thy de-
struction; repentance shall be hid
from mine eyes . "—Hosea 13 :14 .

Notice how God 's prophet, in th e
text just quoted, associates th e
ransom with the destruction o f
death . The New Testament ex-
plains the philosophy of this by
showing that Jesus, the Son of
God, was sent into the world by
the Heavenly Father to be thi s
ransom. He came to die, "the just
for the unjust . " (1 Pet. 3:18 . )
Paul explains that this was all ac -
cording to the will of God in con-
nection with His purpose to sav e
mankind from death, For, says th e
apostle, "there is one God, and
one Mediator between God an d
men, the Man Christ Jesus, who
gave Himself a ransom for all, to
be testified in due time ."—1 Tim .
2 :5, 6 .

The benefits of the redemptive
work of Christ are available t o
the individual only upon the con-
dition of knowledge and belief ,
so the apostle assures us that thi s
knowledge will be "testified" to al l
"in due time . " The due time for th e
world to have the knowledge o f
Christ 's redemption testified t o
them will he the Messianic perio d
which follows the second advent o f
the Master.

All of God's Prophets
St. Peter tells us that the facts

concerning the coming times o f
restitution were testified by th e
mouth of all God's holy prophets
since the world began . An exam-
ination of the Old Testament Scrip-
tures reveals that this is true. Isa-
iah was one of these holy prophet s
and he supplies much information
on the subject of restitution. In
the 35th chapter of his prophecy ,
he tells us of the opening of the
blind eyes, the unstopping of th e
deaf ears, the loosing of the dumb
tongue, and that the lame man shal l
leap as an hart .

Isaiah also tells us of a "highway "
that is to be cast up for the people ,
a way that will lead to holiness, o r
perfection . He tells us that, un-

like the narrow way to life of thi s
Gospel age, everything will be
very plain on this highway—so
plain that the ordinary wayfarin g
man, though unlearned, will not
need to err . This agrees with other
prophetic statements concernin g
that time, which inform us tha t
then the knowledge of the Lord
shall fill the earth as the waters
cover the sea .—Isa . 11 :9 ; Heb . 2 :14 .

Isaiah also assures us that there
shall be no lion on this highway .
Peter tells us of the present time
that "the devil, as a roaring lion,
walketh about, . seeking whom he
may devour. " (1 Pet. 5 :8 .) Ac-
cording to the Apostle John, Sa-
tan is to be bound in the very be -
ginning of the coming times o f
restitution . (Rev. 20:1, 2 .) Thus
the prophet was quite right when
he said that no lion shall go up o n
the highway that leads back to life
and paradise .

Isaiah continues his descriptio n
of the highway of holiness by say-
ing that no "ravenous beast shall
go up thereon . " The Bible tells u s
of many different beasts that have
afflicted and tormented the people
down through the ages . Some of
these beasts are referred to by
Daniel and the Revelator . They
are symbolic of beastly govern-
ments of one kind or another
which have exploited and op -
pressed the people . But before
the Messianic Kingdom is fully
established all these "beasts" ar e
to be destroyed ; so it will be tru e
that "no ravenous beast shall go
up thereon . "—Isa . 35 :9 .

And finally, the prophet tells us
over this highway " the ransome d
of the Lord shall return, and come
to Zion with songs and everlasting
joy upon their heads: They shal l
obtain joy and gladness, and sor-
row and sighing shall flee away . "
Ah yes, that was God's purpose in
ransoming the human race ; name-
ly that they might return fro m
death, and once more enter int o
the joy of living ; a joy which wil l
far exceed that of their former ex-
perience because they will come t o
know God, and if they continue t o
live, will have His favor, His bless-
ing that maketh rich .---Isa . 35 :1 ;
Prov . 10:22 .

When viewed from the stand-
point of the prophecies, restitutio n
is seen to mean resurrection . Ther e
are students of the Bible who ar e
willing to admit that the secon d
coming of Christ will signal a gen-
eral conversion of the then living
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generation; but they try to limit
the scope of restitution to this so -
called world conversion, not real-
izing that if all the families of the
earth are to be blessed, and if
there are to be "times of restitu-
tion of all things," it means that
those who have died, as well as
the living, will be given an oppor-
tunity to be blessed . Yes, when
viewed from the standpoint of the
prophecies, restitution is seen to
mean resurrection .

Job was another of God 's holy
prophets, and he expressed the
hope of a resurrection, saying, " If
a man die, shall he live again? Al l
the days of my appointed time will
I wait, till my change come . Thou
shalt call, and I will answer Thee :
Thou wilt have a desire to th e
work of Thine hands . " (Job 14 :14 ,
15 .) Thus Job expressed the belief
that he would hear the voice of
the Lord calling him forth from
the tomb. Jesus agrees with this,
and makes it more comprehensive
by saying, "Marvel not at this : for
the hour is coming in the which all
that are in the graves shall hear
His [the Son of Man 's] voice, and
shall come forth ."--John 5:28, 2 9

Sodomites to be Restored

Ezekiel was another of God ' s
holy prophets, and he lays empha-
sis on the fact that such wicke d
people as the Sodomites are to be
brought hack from the grave during
the times of restitution . Chiding th e
Jews for their unfaithfulness, ye t
at the same time reminding them
of their hope of a resurrection,
Ezekiel says : "When thy sisters ,
Sodom and her daughters, shall re -
turn to their former estate an d
Sarnaria and her daughters shall re -
turn to their former estate, then
thou and thy daughters shall re-
turn to your former estate . "--Ezek .
16 :55 .

This, of course, does not imply
universal salvation for the wicked
irrespective of their obedience t o
the divine . law; but it does mean
a universal opportunity for salva-
tion. Jesus said concerning th e
Sodomites, that it would be mor e
tolerable for them in the day o f
judgment than it would be for the
people of certain Jewish cities .
(Matt . 10 :15 ; 11 :24 .) The oppor-
tunity for everlasting life upon the
condition of obedience, will be of-
fered t.o all during the times of
restitution ; and we can see how i t
will be more favorable for the Sod-
omites than for many others.
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The Jewish nation had been
greatly blessed by the Lord, and
their sin was against greater light
than that of the Sodomites. Hence
it will require a greater degree of
humility on their part to come
back into harmony with the Lord ' s
law. Jesus said that if the mighty
works had been done in Sodo m
that had been done in Capernaum ,
Sodom would have repented .
(Matt . 11:21-23 .) But many grea t
works will be done in Sodom . They
will be awakened from the sleet)
of death and be given an oppor-
tunity, under the most favorabl e
circumstances, to repent and live ,
and doubtless most of them wil l
repent and gladly go up on the
highway to , everlasting life .

Children to he Resurrecte d

Jeremiah was also a holy proph-
et of the Lord, and he has much
to say about restitution . In the
31st chapter of his prophecy w e
find a promise concerning the res-
urrection of children . This par-
ticular promise has to do wit h
those children who were slaugh-
tered by Herod at the time of Je-
sus' birth, but shows, nevertheless ,
that it is God 's purpose to restor e
to life all those who have gon e
down into death as children. And
how grand it will be for mother s
to have their children restored t o
them, and to have the privilege
of raising them just as though the y
had not died . The prophet says :

"Thus saith the Lord ; a voice
was heard in Ramah, lamentation
and bitter weeping ; Rachel weep-
ing for her children, refused to b e
comforted for her children, be ,
cause they were not . Thus saith
the Lord, Refrain thy voice from
weeping and thine eyes from tears :
for thy work shall be rewarded ,
saith the Lord ; and they shall
come again from the land of the
enemy [death] . And there is hope
in thine end, saith the Lord, tha t
thy children shall come again t o
their own border . —Jer . 31 :15-17 .

The prophet Daniel also foretold
the coming times of restitution, in-
dicating that it follows the great
time of trouble with which the pres-
ent age is now ending . He says that
the "many . . . that sleep in the
dust of the earth shall awake ."
(Dan. 12:2 .) When God pro-
nounced the sentence of death up -
on our first parents, He said, "Dus t
thou art, and unto dust shalt thou
return . " (Gen. 3 :19.) This, in real-
ity, means the setting aside of the

Adamic death sentence, and the
restoration of sleeping ones to life
again. What a beautiful way o f
illustrating the blessed work o f
restitution !

Amos was another of God's holy
prophets, and speaking for th e
Lord, he says : "In that day will I
raise up the tabernacle of David
that is fallen, and close up th e
breaches thereof ; and I will rais e
up his ruins, and I will build it as
in the days of old . " (Amos 9:11. )
David's tabernacle is one that he
built to house the Ark of the Cov-
enant at the time it was restore d
to Israel from the hands of thei r
enemies . The Ark of the Covenan t
was a beautiful symbol of the pres-
ence and favor of God . It was
wrested from the Israelites for a
time, and when it was restored to
them, it meant that Go d ' s favor wa s
again upon that nation; and this
signalized a time for great rejoic-
ing .

The rebuilding of the tabernacle
of David therefore is a symbol in-
dicating that again God 's favor i s
to be restored to Israel, after hav-
ing been withdrawn from them fo r
a long time; and this is exactly
what will happen on behalf of Is-
rael and the whole world durin g
the "times of restitution . " This
prophecy is quoted in the 15th
chapter of Acts, and its fulfilmen t
shown to be at the second adven t
of Christ, and that the Gentiles as
well as the Jews will then be
blessed . We quote :

"James answered, saying, Me n
and brethren, hearken unto me :
Simeon hath declared how God a t
the first did visit the Gentiles, t o
take out of them a people for His
name. And to this agree the words
of the Prophet ; as it is written ;
after this I will return, and will
build again the tabernacle of David
which is fallen down and I will
build again the ruins thereof, and
I will set it up ; that the residue
of men might seek after the Lord
and all the Gentiles upon whom
My name is called, saith the Lord ,
who doeth all these things ."—Acts
15 :13-17 .

Here we are shown that God ' s
purpose between the first and sec-
ond advents of Jesus has not been
to convert the world, but merely
to select from among the Gentile s
a little company to be associate d
with the Master in the future King-
dom work—to take out a "peopl e
for His name ." Again the gloriou s
objective of God 's purpose of love
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is here set forth in that we are
told that after this people for Hi s
name is taken out from the Gen -
tiles, then God's favor will return
to the Jews, and also, that then, all
the Gentiles will have an opportu-
nity to seek after the Lord .

Saviors on Mount Zion

Obadiah was also one of th e
Lord's holy prophets and in the
very last verse of his prophecy, h e
says, "Saviors shall come up on
Mount Zion to judge the Mount of
Esau ; and the Kingdom shall b e
the Lord's ." Ordinarily we thin k
of only one Savior ; and indeed ,
Jesus is THE Savior . Apart from
the shed blood of Jesus there could
be no salvation for anyone. Nev-
ertheless, His footstep followers
are invited to share with Him in
the work of bringing salvation to
the world . They suffer and die
with Him in order that they ma y
live and reign with Him in His
Kingdom ; and His reign is for the
purpose of saving the world fro m
death .

In Revelation 14:1-4 the identity
of these Saviors on Mount Zion i s
revealed . John says, "And I looked ,
and lo, a lamb stood on Mount
Zion, and with Him an hundred
and forty and four thousand, hav-
ing His Father's name written in
their foreheads . " Now we can see
what James meant by that peopl e
gathered from among the Gentile s
—that people for His name. To
start with, this glorious opportu-
nity was limited to the Jews, bu t
as a nation they rejected it, an d
the Lord turned to the Gentiles t o
make up the full ordained number
of Saviors that were to be on th e
symbolic Mount Zion with Jesus .
They all must bear the Father ' s
name, since they are all taken into
the divine family and thus becom e
the ruling house of God in the new
Kingdom .

Jesus' followers who are pic-
tured as Saviors with Him o n
Mount Zion during the Kingdom
period are such not because the y
have given themselves as ransoms
--indeed, it is not necessary tha t
they do so—but because of thei r
faithfulness in following Jesus into
a sacrificial death they are given a
share with Him in dispensing th e
blessings promised as a result o f
His ransom work . And when, the
prophet shows, the Saviors stan d
on Mount Zion, it will be the tim e
when the "Kingdom shall be th e
Lord ' s . " That will be the time of
restitution .
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Blessings of the Last Day s

Micah was still another of the
holy prophets, and he has much t o
say about restitution. In chapter 4 ,
verses 1-4, we read, "But in the
last days it shall come to pass, tha t
the mountain of the house of the
Lord shall be established in the
top of the mountain, and it shal l
be exalted above the hills ; and
people shall flow into it . And
many nations shall come, and say ,
Come, and let us go up to the moun -
tain of the Lord, and to the hous e
of the God of Jacob ; and He will
teach us of His ways, and we will
walk in His paths : for the law shal l
go forth of Zion, and the Word of
the Lord from Jerusalem. And He
shall judge among many people,
and rebuke strong nations afar
off; and they shall beat thei r
swords into plowshares, and thei r
spears into pruninghooks ; nation
shall not lift up sword against na-
tion, neither shall they learn war
any more. But they shall sit ever,,
man under his vine and under his
fig tree; and none shall make them
afraid: for the mouth of the Lor d
of hosts path spoken it . "

By referring to Daniel 2 :35-44 ,
it will be seen that the "mountain
of the Lord " is, in reality, the King-
dom of the Lord. And notice how
practical are the restitution bless-
ings that will be dispensed to th e
world during that Kingdom period .
The picture begins with the "las t
days," that period during whic h
the old Satanic order of things will
be set aside by a great time of
trouble. The people, in their dis-
tress, will look to the Lord for hel p
and instruction as to what to do —
how to extricate themselves fro m
the wreck that has been precipi-
tated by their own selfishness and
foolishness .

Giving recognition to the ne w
Kingdom they will be taught of
the Lord 's ways, which will be
ways of peace instead of the ways
of war. Economic security will
also be one of the features of that
new day of the Messianic Kingdom
----every man will "dwell under his
vine and under his fig tree . " W e
are not to understand this too lit-
erally, of course, as it is merely a
picture of security and happines s
in which none shall make afraid .
The thought is that all in the
times of restitution will be amply
provided for . The provision will
be permanent, lasting just as long
as the individual continues to obe y
the Law of God .

A Universal Religio n

Habbakuk was a holy prophet of
the Lord, and he tells of that day
of restitution, saying that "the
earth shall be filled with the
knowledge of the glory of God, a s
the waters cover the sea . " (Hah .
2 :14 .) Zephaniah, another of the
holy prophets, also tells of the
God-given enlightenment which
will come to the people at tha t
time. We quote : "For then will I
turn to the people a pure language ,
that they may all call upon the
name of the Lord to serve Hi m
with one consent . " --Zeph. 3 :9 .

No longer will the peoples of th e
earth be divided in their religious
devotions . No longer will some b e
Catholics and some Protestants ;
some Mohammedans and some
Buddhists, etc . The blinding influ-
ences of Satan will be dispelled by
the light of the knowledge of the
glory of God . The pure language-
instruction—which will then he
turned to the people, shall, as the
prophet says, result in all mankin d
calling upon the name of the Lor d
to serve Hire with ONE consent .
Thus will the true knowledge of
God be restored during those time s
of restitution .

The Prophet Zechariah, who als o
spoke for the Lord concerning tha t
glad day of restitution, goes into
detail in explaining how the en -
lightening influences of the King-
dom period will affect the people .
He says : "And it shall come to pas s
in that day, that the light shall not
be clear nor dark; but it shall b e
one day which shall be known t o
the Lord, not day nor night : but
it shall come to pass, that at even -
time it shall be light . "—tech. 14 :6 ,
7 .

The thought here is that of grad-
ual enlightenment . And it is easy
to see how that will be brough t
about . The Messianic Kingdom will
first of all be established with the
living generations ; and when we
realize the size of the earth, and
the myriads of people who live up -
on it, we can understand why some
time will elapse before all will
come to know of the new King -
dom. It will take time, also, fo r
the people to get rid of their sup-
erstitious ideas concerning God ,
so that they will be able to kno w
Him aright .

And then there will be all the
billions who have died, who, when
raised from the dead, will need to
be instructed in the true knowl -
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edge of God . They have not learned
anything while in the grave, hence
as they are brought forth from th e
tomb they will need to learn abou t
the true God, in order to have an
opportunity to obey His laws . Thus
the work of enlightening the peo-
ple will go on throughout the en -
tire thousand-year "day" of the
Kingdom .

It will be partly light and partl y
dark during all that period. That
is, it will be at a time when the
people are having their blindnes s
and superstition gradually re-
moved. Until the work is complete ,
there will still be some symbolic
darkness in the world, but in the
evening, or close of that glorious
day it will be fully light . By then ,
the enlightening and healing influ-
ences of the "Sun of Righteous-
ness" as prophesied by the Prophet
Malachi, will have scattered all the
mists of darkness, and the knowl-
edge of God 's glory shall then fill
the earth everywhere.--Mal . 4 :2 .

Tangible Blessings

Thus the result of Christ' s sec-
ond coming is to be a glorious one .
The blessings to be dispensed
through the administration of His
Kingdom are to be very practical .
Upon the testimony of all of God ' s
holy prophets who foretold the
times of restitution, these blessing s
are to be :

Enlightenment concerning the
true God and His plan, putting an
end to all the trickery of the
countless superstitious beliefs tha t
have plagued a bewildered world
since the days of Eden .

Freedom from disease of al l
kinds, to those who obey the law s
of the new Kingdom .

Freedom from death for the be-
lievers of that day .

No more wars .
Economic security for all .
But all of these very practical

and satisfying good things of the
Messianic Kingdom will not be dis-
pensed unconditionally . No, the
Apostle Peter is very careful to
remind us, when telling us of the
"times of restitution, " that it "shall
come to pass, that every soul
which will not hear that prophet ,
shall be destroyed from amongs t
the people . " (Acts 3 :23 .) It is thi s
same thought that is brought t o
our attention in the parable of th e
Sheep and Goats . To those repre-
sented by the sheep, the statement
is made, "Come, ye blessed of IVIy
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Father inherit the Kingdom pre -
pared for you from the foundatio n
of the world ." But to the goats, th e
disobedient ones, it is said, "De -
part from Me ye cursed into ev-
erlasting fire," or, as the last vers e
shows, "everlasting punishment . "
This, according to the Greek ,
means "cutting off" from life .—
Matt . 25 :31-46 .

But, as the parable shows, the
obedient ones of that day, th e
sheep class, shall have the original
dominion restored to them . That
dominion was over the earth and
the things of the earth . Thus ,
again, we have the thought of res-
titution, the restoration of para-
dise, world-wide in scope and ef-
fect . And what a glorious hop e
this is for the poor, sin-sick and
dying world. It is practically im-
possible for us now to visualiz e
the changes that will take place in
the earth as a result of the inaugu-
ration of the divine project of res-
titution .

Think of the changes . that will be
brought about as a result of the

destruction of disease and death !
Think of other changes due to th e
fact that there shall be no mor e
war. Visualize the changes tha t
will come as a result of the peopl e
learning to know and to love and
to sincerely serve the true God .
Think of what it will mean whe n
love takes the place of selfishnes s
as the motivating principle back
of all human activity !

Think of the changed viewpoint
when people will not need to think
about and plan for death . When
an eternity of joy stretches before
them instead of a short, hectic
existence made up, at best, of only
a small portion of happiness, an d
the rest, disappointment and sor-
row. Or, to put it in the words of
one of God's inspired and hol y
prophets, think of the time when
"God shall wipe away all tear s
from their eyes ; and there shall be
no more death, neither sorrow no r
sighing, neither shall there be an y
more pain ; for the former things
are passed away ."--Rev. 21 :4 .
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Impossible! No, brother, nothing
of this nature is impossible with
God. It looks impossible to us per-
haps, because we have never seen
anything like it before . Fifty years
ago most of us would have been
quick to say that the radio woul d
be impossible ; but now we know
that it isn't . Life itself is impos-
sible to us ; that is to say, we do
not understand what life is . Who
is wise enough to tell us the phi-
losophy of a heart-beat? None !
Yet God, the Creator, created th e
heart and the heart-beat, and th e
same God is abundantly able t o
restore the heart-beat in the twen-
ty billion human breasts that onc e
haltingly pulsated with a measure
of life, but finally succumbed to
the ravages of death, because God' s
justice had decreed that no imper-
fect human creature could con-
tinue to live .

This glorious restitution project
is to be accomplished by the Mes-
sianic Kingdom which is soon to b e
established .

CAN YOU
ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS ?

Did God say anything to Adam about the possibil-
ity of going to heaven when he died ?

What did God mean when He said to our first par-
ents that the seed of the woman shall bruise the
serpent's head ?

God promised Abraham that through his seed all
the families of the earth were to be blessed. Has thi s
promise failed? If not, how do we harmonize it wit h
what is happening in the world today?

Will the angelic proclamation of peace on eart h
ever be fulfilled? If so, how ?

Has Christianity failed, and if not, how do you ex -
plain the present spread of Atheism in the world ?
Is the whole world ever to be converted ?

When will God answer the prayer, "Thy Kingdo m
come. Thy will be done, in earth even as it is done
in heaven"?

Answers to these and many other questions of
vital import are to be found in the 128-page booklet ,
"God and Reason . " Whether Christian or skeptic ,
if you are wondering about present world conditions ,
you will enjoy the message presented in this easy-
to-read vest-pocket booklet . Its portrait of God' s
world of tomorrow will inspire you with hope .

First copy is free—additional copies, 5 cents each .
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All students of prophecy should keep their eyes o n
the Jew . His present experiences are fulfilling proph-
ecies relative to the end of the age and the near-
establishment of the Kingdom of God . These proph-
ecies paint a silver lining to the present dark cloud s
of trouble that are now hanging over this ancien t
people of God .

The Jew in Prophecy
AMONGST the serious prob-

lems calling for solution in the sad ,
mad world of today, is the one
pertaining to the Jew. While the
Jew suffers alike with other na-
tionalities on account of the un-
precedented upheaval in national ,
political, financial, social, and re-
ligious phases of what is called
civilization, his life is additionally
blighted by the cruel persecutions
that are now falling upon his head
because he is a Jew. What is th e
significance of the present strange
mistreatment of this historic peo-
ple?

There are many who attempt t o
explain the present dilemma of the
Jew by insisting that he ha s
brought the trouble upon himself
by his shrewd practices in busi-
ness ; practices which have enabled
him, in some countries at least, t o
practically control the money mar-
ket, and to hold many of the cov-
eted and strategic positions in the
professional and political world .
It is explained that the ordinar y
methods of procedure do not suf-
fice to remove this alleged strangl e
hold the Jew has upon busines s
and politics, hence the only thin g
to do is what is being done ; name-
ly-, to persecute him and forcibly
despoil him of his wealth and in-
fluence .

But to the mind that is not sat-
isfied with mere surface appear-
ances this explanation is not whol-
ly satisfactory . Many are incline d
to ask why individuals and groups

of other nationalities are not like-
wise persecuted when they becom e
wealthy and influential . Obvious-
ly, we must look beyond the wealt h
and influence of the Jew to fin d
the real explanation of the experi-
ences through which he is now
passing. We claim that in the Bible
alone is to be found the true ex -
planation of the peculiar position
of the Jew in the present worl d
crisis and what the final outcome
is to be .

The Jew a Bible Character

The Jews are descendants of
Abraham. Abraham is one of th e
outstanding characters of the Old
Testament Scriptures, being th e
next patriarch in chronological or-
der following Noah. To him the
God of the Bible made wonderful
promises . One of these promise s
pertained to the now disputed lan d
of Palestine. Another promise t o
Abraham was that his descendant s
were to become a great nation an d
that through his seed all the fam-
ilies of the earth were eventually
to be blessed.—Gen . 12:1-3 ; 15:18 ;
22 :17, 18 .

More than two thousand year s
after these promises were made ,
Stephen, the first Christian martyr ,
testified that Abraham did not ob-
tain the land that . God had prom-
ised to him. (Acts 7 :5 .) While a
portion of the Jewish people live d
in Palestine at the time St. Stephen
spoke these words, yet a few years
later they were dispersed and their

"holy land" was forbidden terri-
tory to them from then until under
the celebrated Balfour Declaration
of 1918, they were permitted to re -
turn and to begin the rebuilding
of their country as a home base
for the nation .

But now the position of the Jew
in the land that God promised to
them is again called in question .
Great Britain, who was given a
Mandate by the League of Nation s
to protect the interests of the Jews
in Palestine, seems unable to carry
out her pledges. Now the League
of Nations itself, which author-
ized the Mandate, is impotent to
do anything in a world that is
blighted with another war. While
bitter persecution of the Jews
throughout much of continental
Europe is forcing them out of
those countries, Palestine, which
should be a natural refuge for
them, is virtually closed to further
Jewish immigration . At the same
time, economic conditions in other
countries have caused the estab-
lishment of drastic quota laws gov-
erning immigration to their shores ,
with the result that thousands of
the descendants of Abraham today ,
four thousand years after Go d
made those wonderful promises to
him and to his seed, are facing a
crisis that virtually threatens their
very existence as a people and a
nation.

In many instances, the Jew is
not even permitted to escape fro m
the countries wherein he is the mos t
bitterly persecuted. Throughout
most of central Europe, he is to -
day being forced into the Ghetto
existence of the Middle Ages, with
hardly any hope of ever again ex-
periencing any measure of freedom
and happiness .

God ' s Declaration

If we were to judge the present
outlook for the Jew on the basi s
of how well Great Britain, or an y
other well disposed nation, may b e
able to guarantee justice for him
in Palestine and elsewhere, we ,
like many others could be inclined
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to take a rather pessimistic view.
But if we are to look at the ques-
tion from the standpoint of the di -
vine prophecies of the Bible, then
our outlook must be governed by
those prophecies . This means tha t
no matter what the present unfa-
vorable position of the Jew may be ,
he eventually must obtain the land
as an everlasting possession . On
this point a noted Jewish Rabbi
recently remarked that the Ortho-
dox Jew believes in the ultimat e
restoration of Palestine as a hom e
land for Israel "not upon the basis
of the Balfour Declaration, but up -
on the basis of God's declaration . "

As the Lord, through the Bible ,
has so definitely assured Israel o f
ultimate and lasting possession o f
the promised land, it is reasonabl e
to expect that He has also ex-
plained the present experiences
through which His ancient peopl e
are passing. If we find such an ex-
planation in the Bible, it shoul d
increase our confidence in its tes-
timony concerning the experiences
yet future for the Jews .

Let us then briefly trace th e
Bible 's preview of the checkere d
experiences of this ancient peopl e
down through the centuries to ou r
day, and note how wonderfully ac -
curate is its description of their
present dilemma. In doing this w e
are forcefully reminded of th e
words of the poet :

"God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform . "

The Sons of Jacob

God first began to deal with the
descendants of Abraham as a na-
tional unit, or people, at the death
of Jacob—Jacob's twelve sons then
becoming the nucleus of a nation .
They were in bondage to Egypt a t
this time, but later, under the lead-
ership of Moses, God delivere d
them. Because of their disobedi-
ence and lack of faith they were
not led directly into the promised
land, but were made to sojourn in
the wilderness of Sinai, for fort y
years, during which time Mose s
continued to be their leader .

Shortly before Moses' death, and
just before they crossed over Jor-
dan into the land which God had
promised their fathers, he gav e
utterance to a remarkable proph-
ecy stating that even after the Is-
raelites became established in their
land, their disobedience, particu-
larly in the matter of worshiping
other gods, would lead to their dis-
persion among the nations . Also,

that later they would again b e
gathered from all nations among
which they were scattered, an d
finally be brought back into the
promised land . See Deut . 30:1-6 .

Another remarkable prophecy o f
trouble that was to come upon th e
Israelites because of their sin, i s
that recorded in Leviticus, chapte r
26. Here, again, we are told o f
the dispersion from their own land ,
and the final regathering at a time ,
the Lord says, when "I will re -
member My covenant with Jacob ,
and also My covenant with Abra-
ham . . . and I remember th e
land ."—Lev . 26 :42 .

In this 26th chapter of Leviticus ,
the Lord speaks of a final period
of punishment upon His people
which would last for seven times .
This, unquestionably, is a tim e
measurement. A "time" being a
Jewish year of 360 days, seven
times would be a period of 252 0
days . The Lord gives us the ke y
to these time-prophecies by indi-
cating that each day is to be un-
derstood as standing for a year .
See Numbers 14 :33, 34 ; Ezek. 4 :1 -
8; Dan. 7:25 ; 8 :14; 9:24-26; 12:11 ,
12; Rev. 11:2, 3 ; 12 :6, 14. This
means that the "seven times" is a
period of 2520 years . There is
much Biblical and historical evi-
dence to indicate that this long pe-
riod of punishment upon the Jew-
ish nation began in 606 B . C., when
their last king, Zedekiah, was tak-
en captive to Babylon, and they
lost their national independence .

Thus seen, the 2520 years of sub-
jugation to the Gentiles would be
due to terminate in the year 191 4
A. D. Undoubtedly this is the
reason why, shortly thereafter, ar-
rangements were made which per-
mitted the Jew the privilege of
returning to the promised land ,
which looked to his ultimate resto-
ration to be once more an indepen-
dent, self-governing nation . In-
deed, this particular time measure-
ment does much to explain why
the Jew has come so prominently
before the public eye during the
last two decades . This point wil l
be noted more in detail a littl e
later in the discussion.

A Double Period of Punishment

The Prophet Zechariah has much
to say, not only about the punish-
ments of the Jews, but also of
their final regathering and bless-
ing. In chapter 9, verse 12, of hi s
prophecy he quotes the Lord as
pronouncing a "double" period of
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punishment upon them. In vers e
9 of this chapter is a prophec y
which was fulfilled at the time
Jesus rode into Jerusalem and was
acclaimed King, just five days be -
fore His crucifixion . It seems rea-
sonable, therefore, that this is the
time when the Lord intends that
the "double" should begin to count .

It was at this time that Jesus ,
standing upon the Mount of Olives ,
wept over the City of Jerusalem ,
and said, "0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem ,
thou that killest the prophets an d
stonest them which are sent unto
thee, how often would I have gath-
ered thy children together, eve n
as a hen gathereth her chickens
under her wings, and ye would not !
Behold, your house is left unto yo u
desolate ." (Matt . 23 :37, 38 ; Luk e
13 :34, 35 .) The grim reality of this
foretold desolation of Jerusalem
and the dispersion of the natio n
was experienced just forty years
later, when the city was sacked b y
the Romans, and the remaining
living inhabtitants of the land dis-
persed and scattered. Evidently
then, the Lord would have us un-
derstand that it was at this poin t
that . the "double" period of pun-
ishment began to count.

According to Bible chronology
the period of time from the death
of Jacob (when God first began t o
deal with the Israelites as a people )
until the death of Jesus, a fe w
days before which the Master' s
sentence of desolation was pro-.
pounced upon the nation, was on e
of 1845 years . If we add this num-
ber of years to A. D. 33, when it
terminated, it brings us to the
year 1878 .

It is interesting to note that it
was in the year 1878 that a faint
glimmer of hope was held out t o
the Jews pertaining to the prom-
ised land, through a decision
reached at the Berlin Congress of
Nations, presided over by Lord
Beaconsfield, of England, a Jew .
At this conference concession s
were made to England which af-
forded the Jews certain advan-
tages in Palestine not previously
enjoyed . True, this was but a
slight token of changing conditions
that were to follow, but it was a
start .

In this connection it should b e
remembered that Jesus pronounce d
desolation upon the Jews som e
years before the punishment actu-
ally fell upon them—in fact, as al-
ready noted, it was forty years be -
fore their dispersion actually took
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place. If we extend the "double"
period of favor to include the forty
year period of their fall, and like -
wise add forty years at the end ,
from the time that they first bega n
to return, it brings us to the year
1918 . It seems considerably more
to us than a coincidence that it
was in this very year that the Bal-
four Declaration gave the Jews
practically unrestricted liberty t o
return to Palestine and to build u p
the country as their national hom e
land. And more than 300,000 of
them have since returned .

Why the Jews Still Suffer

Both of the time prophecies
noted above coincide in testimony
that we are now living in the pe-
riod when divine favor is due t o
return to the Jews ; and certainly
the progress that has already bee n
made by them in Palestine is most
significant in the light of these
prophecies . But some find it dif-
ficult to understand why the Jew s
are in such a precarious position,
if this, indeed, is the time for di -
vine favor to return to them. The
thought has been expressed
that possibly the building up of
Palestine by the Jews within th e
last twenty years has been brought
about more by the power of Jew-
ish money than by the power of
the Lord ,

A closer examination of the
prophecies, however, indicates tha t
the due time for the return of di -
vine favor to the Jew would b e
marked by a time of special trial
upon them, paradoxical as this
may seem. The "double" period o f
punishment is mentioned again i n
Jeremiah 16 :18, and in verses 1 3
to 17, the Lord tells us of the cast-
ing off of His people and of the
method that would be used to re -
gather them to their own land . We
quote :

"Therefore will I cast you out of
this land into a land that ye know
not, neither ye nor your fathers ;
and there shall ye serve other god s
day and night; where I will not
show you favor. Therefore behold ,
the days come, saith the Lord, that
it shall no more be said, The Lord
liveth, that brought up the chil-
dren of Israel out of the land o f
Egypt ; but, the Lord liveth tha t
brought up the children of Israel
from the land of the North, an d
from all the lands whither He had
driven them; and I will bring them
again into their land that I gav e
unto their fathers . Behold, I will

send for many fishers, and the y
shall fish them; and after will I
send for many hunters, and the y
shall hunt them from every moun-
tain and from every hill and ou t
of the holes of the rocks . For
Mine eyes are upon all their ways ;
they are not hid from My face ,
neither is their iniquity hid fro m
Mine eyes . And first I will rec-
ompense their iniquity and thei r
sin double ; because they have de -
filed My land . "

Fishers and Hunter s

It is interesting to note how the
foregoing prophecy tells of the re -
gathering of Israel at the time their
"double" would be accomplished,
and also that the regathering was
to be brought about by means o f
"fishers" and "hunters," whom the
Lord would send among them. Or-
dinarily fishing is done by mean s
of alluring the fish by bait . Hence ,
this symbolism seems to well il-
lustrate the work accomplished i n
the way of awakening the Jews t o
a consciousness of their promise d
inheritance in Palestine, and to the
advantages that were available to
those who return to their home
land .

This "fishing" work was carried
on extensively by the Zionist Move-
ment down through the years . It
started out largely as a religious
movement, and the appeal it hel d
out to God 's ancient people to re -
turn to Palestine was, to begin with ,
largely the fact that it was th e
land that God has promised to
them. As time went on, the Zionis t
Movement added the economic al-
lurement to its fishing methods .
Indeed, today, its efforts are large-
ly along economic lines, as the
movement is backed up by modern-
ist Jews who have little or no faith
in the promises of the Old Testa-
ment Scriptures .

But, while large numbers of
Jews were induced to go back t o
Palestine by the allurements held
out to them through the Zionist
Movement, and otherwise, yet it
is God 's purpose that more shall
yet return ; so for some time past
He has been sending the "hunters "
among them to drive them back .
The "hunters" seem to well illus-
trate the present day persecution s
and opposition that are becoming
more and more widespread agains t
the Jews. This opposition has even
now become so acute that the Je w
has suddenly become an interna-
tional problem. He is being driven
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out from many countries, yet th e
economic condition of the countries
that would otherwise be glad to
furnish a haven for him is such
that very few of them can be take n
in .

Thus, the persecutions coming
upon the Jews today are helping
gradually to turn their hearts to -
wards Palestine, and towards the
God who promised them that land .
True, conditions right now in Pal-
estine are becoming more and mor e
difficult for the Jews and but few
of the refugees now seeking ne w
homes are for the present per-
mitted to locate in the land of
promise ; but this peculiar situatio n
is a part of the final trouble com-
ing upon them by which they wil l
be taught to look to the Lord fo r
deliverance .

Let us now examine another o f
the prophecies which indicate tha t
the time for the restoration of th e
Jews to their own land would also
be a time of special trouble fo r
them. Jeremiah 30 :3-7 is to the
point along this line, and we quote :

"For, lo, the days come, saith
the Lord, that I will bring agai n
the captivity of My people Israel
and Judah, saith the Lord ; and I
will cause them to return to the
land that I gave to their fathers ,
and they shall possess it . And these
are the words that the Lord spake
concerning Israel and concernin g
Judah. For thus saith the Lord ;
we have heard a voice of trem-
bling, of fear, and not of peace .
Ask ye now, and see whether a
man doth travail with child ?
Wherefore do I see every man with
his hands on his loins, as a woma n
in travail, and all faces are turne d
into paleness? Alas! for that da y
is great, so that none is like it ; i t
is even the time of Jacob ' s trouble ;
but he shall be saved out of it . "

Jacob's Troubl e

Note how clearly the foregoin g
prophecy associates the returnin g
of Israel to the promised land with
a special trouble that will com e
upon them ; a trouble that would
cause their faces to turn pale be -
cause of hearing a "voice of trem-
bling, of fear, and not of peace . "
How accurately this has worked
out in the experiences of the Jew s
during the last twenty and more
years! First there came the glow-
ing prospects of the home lan d
once more being possessed by them ,
followed by the actual settling and
rebuilding of much of the land ;
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and then, suddenly they are con-
fronted with persecutions both in
Palestine and in Europe which
threaten their very existence as a
people .

There are a number of proph-
ecies which indicate that the fina l
stage of this persecution, styled by
the Prophet "Jacob's trouble," wil l
center in Palestine, and will prob-
ably take the form of an effort to
despoil the Jews who have returne d
and will be enjoying a measure o f
prosperity in' comparison with the
war-ridden nations of Europe . The
conditions leading up to this fina l
phase of persecution upon the
Jews, if not the beginning of "Ja-
cob's trouble" itself, seems alread y
to be evident in the dilemma o f
this suffering people .

In the divine prophecy "Jeru-
salem" sometimes represents th e
Jewish polity or nation. Thus ,
when Jesus said that "Jerusalem
shall be trodden down of the Gen-
tiles, until the times of the Gen-
tiles be fulfilled," (Luke 21:24) H e
did not have reference specificall y
to the literal City of Jerusalem bu t
more generally to the whole Jew-
ish people, wherever they would '
be scattered among the Gentile na-
tions. We have al r eady noted, that
according to the prophecies, the
"times of the Gentiles " were due
to end in the year 1914; and it i s
a noteworthy fact, that not only
did the events of that year cul-
minate in the opening up of Pales -
tine to the Jews, but it marked vir-
tually the end of Jewish persecutio n
in all countries---until the recen t
fires of tribulation began to fal l
upon their heads in Europe . If thi s
treading down of Jerusalem
throughout the age is descriptive
of the experiences of the Jewish
people wherever they may hav e
been located geographically, then
it seems to us that the prophecie s
relative to the trouble that would
come upon them coincident with
the restoration of divine favor ,
might with equal propriety, be un-
derstood in a broad sense as in-
cluding what we see happening t o
them now, as well as to the cul-
mination of the persecution as it
will doubtless later center in Pal-
estine .

Unwalled Villages

The 38th chapter of Ezekiel is a
prophecy that has much to do with
the events of the "latter times . "
Verses 9 to 12 of this chapter read :
"Thou [Israel 's enemies] shall as-
cend and come like a storm, thou

shalt be like a cloud to cover the
land, thou, and all thy band, and
many people with thee . Thus saith
the Lord ; it shall come to pass that
at the same time shall things come
into thy mind, and thou shalt think
evil thoughts ; and thou shalt say ,
I will go up to the land of unwalle d
villages ; and I will go to them that
are at rest, that dwell safely, al l
of them dwelling without wall s
and having neither bars nor gates ,
to take a spoil, and to take a prey ;
to turn thine hand upon the deso-
late places that are now inhabited ,
and upon the people that are gath-
ered out of nations, which hav e
got cattle and goods, that dwell in
the midst of the land . "

The expression "unwalled vil-
lages," as used in this prophecy in-
dicates that the Israelites would
have no military defence, hence ,
would be largely at the mercy o f
the marauding hordes that woul d
come against them. The 300,00 0
Jews now living in Palestine, an d
who have turned that desolat e
land into a garden, are almos t
wholly unarmed . This is also tru e
of the various Jewish communities
scattered throughout the nation .

Again, how true it is that the
present persecution of the Jews is
prompted by a desire of the perse-
cutors to "take their spoil " ---to
grab their wealth . And this motive
will cause a continued and in-
creased persecution of them, unti l
the final phase of "Jacob ' s trouble, "
finds the warring nations seekin g
to actually plunder and disrupt the
prosperous colony of Jews who so
successfully reclaimed large area s
of the "promised land, " ands in ful-
filment of prophecy, turned it int o
a fruitful field .

Identity of Israel's Enemie s

Pastor Russell, in his hook, "The
Battle of Armageddon, " gives us a
very illuminating comment con-
cerning the identity of Israel ' s en-
emies mentioned in the prophec y
of Ezekiel 38 . On page 556, he says ,
"In this prophecy the Lord name s
the chief actors in the struggle in
Palestine; but we may not be too
positive in our identifications . Ma-
gog, Meshech, Tubal, Gomer, To-
gomar, Javan and Tarshish were
names of children of Noah 's son
Japheth—supposed to be the orig-
inal settlers of Europe . Sheba and
Dedan were descendants of Noah ' s
son Ham—supposed to be the orig-
inal settlers of north Africa . This
would seem to indicate in a gen-
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eral way that the attack will come
from Europe—the ` north quarters '
of the prophecy—with allied mixe d
peoples . "

The foregoing was written mor e
than thirty years ago, at a time
when there was apparently no out -
ward indication of the present at-
titude of European nations such
as we see today—a line-up in
which the position of the Jews, in
and out of Palestine, is a most pre -
carious one. It is unwise to at-
tempt to forecast the details o f
prophecies yet unfulfilled, but cer-
tainly the present conditions in
Europe and their vital bearing up -
on the future destiny of the Jew s
in Palestine, have now taken shape
to indicate that we have already
entered the "latter days," of the
prophecy and that the culmination
of the final struggle of the nation s
is near .

Nations Gathere d

The prophecy of Joel, chapter 3 ,
is another preview of world event s
now taking shape, in which the
Jews seem to take a prominent
part . Verses 1 and 2 of this chap-
ter read : "For, behold, in thos e
days, and in that time, when I shall
bring again the captivity of Juda h
and Jerusalem, I will also gather
all nations, and will bring the m
down into the Valley of Jehosha-
phat, and will plead with them
there for My people, and for M y
heritage Israel, whom they hav e
scattered among the nations, an d
parted My land . "

Note how this prophecy speak s
of the gathering of the nations a s
due to take place at the same tim e
when God 's favor would begin t o
return to His ancient people Is-
rael . How striking has been the
fulfilment of this prophecy within
the last two decades . In the Di-
vine Providence, more than 300,00 0
Jews have been permitted to re -
turn to the promised land; and
these have been richly blessed in
their efforts to rehabilitate tha t
previously barren country . Co-
incidentally with this has been th e
greatest gathering of the nations i n
battle array that the earth has eve r
seen. It is estimated that today, i n
Europe alone, there are under arms ,
and trained more than 40,000,00 0
men.

A further description of thi s
gathering of the nations is given
later in the same chapter, which
we quote : "Proclaim ye this amon g
the Gentiles ; prepare war, wake



up the mighty men, let all the me n
of war draw near; let them com e
up ; beat your plowshares int o
swords, and your pruning-hooks
into spears ; let the weak say, I
am strong . . . multitudes, multi-
tudes in the valley of decision fo r
the day of the Lord is near in the
valley of decision. "—Vss . 9, 10, 14 .

Could we imagine a more strik-
ing fulfilment of these words than
what we see in the world today ?
Surely the armies of the nations
are now as multitudes. And they
are said to be in the valley of de-
cision . The prophet also speaks of
the valley of decision as the valley
of Jehoshaphat . In Bible prophecy ,
proper names have a definite sig-
nificance . The literal meaning o f
the name Jehoshaphat, is "Jehovah
judged." Thus we get the thought
that the great decision to be ren-
dered among the warring nation s
is not whether the Rome-Berli n
axis can overcome the democra-
cies, or vice-versa ; but a decision
that is to be rendered by God, and
the divine prophecies are abundan t
in their testimony that the deci-
sion is to be that they are all
"weighed in the balances an d
found wanting . "

Joel 3 :2, already quoted, says
that the Lord will "plead" with
the nations for His people Israel .
The Hebrew word here translate d
"plead" means to "pronounce a
sentence . " In Ezekiel 38 :22, the
same Hebrew word is translate d
"plead" and we are given a hin t
of the nature of the Lord 's plead-
ings for His people Israel whe n
the due time comes for Him to take
a definite hand in delivering them .
The Lord here says : "And I
will plead against him [Israel ' s
enemies] with pestilence and with
blood ; and I will rain upon him ,
and upon his bands, and upon the
many people that are with him ,
an overflowing rain, and great hail -
stones, fire and brimstone . "

The Final Shakin g
We can now see the nations gath-

ering into the great valley of de-
cision . As they jostle each other
for strategic positions in the fina l
clash that will destroy them all ,
we can see how the plight of the
Jews is becoming an increasingly
serious one . While it is unwise
now to attempt to understand the
details of future events, it is no t
difficult to visualize Palestine itsel f
figuring prominently in the reckon-
ings of the warring Gentile powers ,
yea, probably becoming the very
center of their controversies .

And when we see events develop
to this point, then we will know
that the time is near for the Lord
to intervene on behalf of His peo-
ple . Concerning this the prophe t
writes : "And it shall come to pas s
at the same time when Gog shall
come against the land of Israel ,
saith the Lord God, that My fur y
shall come up in My face . For in
My jealousy and in the fire o f
My wrath have I spoken, surely
in that day there shall be a great
shaking in the land of Israel, s o
that the fishes of the sea, and th e
fowls of the heaven, and the beast s
of the field, and all creeping thing s
that creep upon the earth, and all
the men that are upon the face o f
the earth, shall shake at My pres-
ence, and the mountains [king-
doms] shall be thrown down, an d
the steep places shall fall, and ev-
ery wall, [defense] shall fall to the
ground. And I will call for a swor d
against him throughout all M y
mountains, saith the Lord God ; ev-
ery man's sword shall be agains t
his brother . " Here the Lord tell s
us the method by which His judg-
ments shall be visited upon the na-
tions that are now being gathered
in the valley of decision . One army
will be pitted against another ar-
my . Indeed, before the great bat-
tle of the day of the Lord is fully
over, there probably will be a
breaking down of discipline in th e
armies, producing further chaos ,
etc .

But through it all, and out of i t
all, God 's ancient people, becaus e
God 's due time for returning favo r
has come, will fare the best . The
prophecies of Jeremiah 30:10, 11
give us the final results of th e
struggle, saying, "Therefore fear
thou not, 0 My servant Jacob ,
saith the Lord; neither be dis-
mayed, 0 Israel, for lo, I will sav e
thee from afar, and thy seed from
the land of their captivity ; and
Jacob shall return and shall be i n
rest, and be quiet, and none shall
make him afraid. For I am with
thee, saith the Lord, to save thee ;
though I make a full end of all na-
tions whither I have scattered thee ,
will I not make a full end of thee ;
but I will correct thee in measure ,
and will not leave thee altogethe r
unpunished . "

"Life from the Dead"

In the Eleventh chapter of Ro-
mans, the Apostle Paul tells us o f
the casting off of Israel at the time
of Jesus ' first advent. He points
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out that through their casting off,
certain special favors of this Gos-
pel age came to the Gentiles, the
favor of becoming joint-heirs with
Christ in His Messianic Kingdom .
Then Paul tells us that Israel is t o
be received back into divine favor .
Concerning this he remarks, "What
shall the receiving of them be, but
life from the dead. " This is a clear
indication that God 's favor to the
Jew will become so full in abun-
dance that even their dead are to
be raised .

This explains the otherwise
strange statement of Jeremiah 30 :
10, 11 quoted above, which says
that Jacob shall return and dwell
in peace . Sometimes the terms Ja-
cob and Israel, stand for the whole
nation of Israel, but in this in-
stance the prophet seems to be
speaking of the person Jacob be-
cause he is mentioned separate
from his seed that was scattere d
among the nations . The prophecy
of Isaiah 29:22-24, gives us the
same thought . We quote :

"Thus saith the Lord, who re-
deemed Abraham, concerning th e
house of Jacob, Jacob shall not
now be ashamed, neither shall his
face now wax pale . But when he
seeth his children, the work of My
hands in the midst of him, they
shall sanctify My name, and sanctify
the Holy One of Jacob, and shall
fear the God of Israel. They also
that erred in spirit shall come t o
understanding, and they that mur-
mured shall learn doctrine . "

The Prophet Ezekiel confirm s
this testimony also. In a prophecy
describing the reviving hopes of
Israel, he carries the picture for -
ward to include the resurrection
from the dead of the whole nation ,
saying "Ye shall know that I a m
the Lord, when I have opened
your graves, 0 My people, an d
brought you up out of your graves ,
and shall put My spirit in you ,
and ye shall live, and 1 shall place
you in your own land; then shall
ye know that I the Lord hath spo-
ken it, and performed it, saith the
Lord ."—Ezek . 37 :13, 14 .

Following this comes the descrip-
tion of the reuniting of the two
tribe and the ten tribe divisions of
this ancient people, so that then ,
following the resurrection, they
will become a united people agai n
as they were in the days of Kin g
David and King Solomon . There
are many prophecies telling of this

1G



A'pi.rl, 194 1

reuniting of all Israel, and on what
a grand scale it will be carried
out! Some have tried to speculate
as to the present identity of the
"ten lost tribes of Israel," as if the
fulfilling of these prophecies de-
pended upon the finding of the ex -
act descendants of all the tribes
of Israel at the present time. When
the time comes for God to fulfil
these wonderful promises He has
made, it will mean a reuniting o f
the very ones who were separated
from each other in the days of Re-
hoboam and Jeroboam, because al l
Israel will be raised from the dead .

Israel Must Repent

There is much opposition in the
world today against the Jews be -
cause of their alleged sharp prac-
tices in business, etc . We are no t
pleading their cause in this respect ,
but will say that to whatever ex -
tent they have broken the Golde n
Rule of justice, and have followe d
practices not pleasing to God, the y
will need to make amends befor e
they can expect full divine favor.
In the prophecy of Isaiah (29: 18 -
24) the suggestion is given that
they have "erred in spirit," and
that they shall, "come to under -
standing, " learn doctrine .

The prophecy of Joel 2 :12, 13 ,
clearly shows that there must be a
genuine turning to the Lord on
the part of Israel before His ful l
favor can be expected . May it no t
be that this final trouble now com-
ing upon them is for the very pur-
pose of bringing about this de-
sirable attitude on their part ?
\?rere we to give advice to the suf-
fering Jews today, it would be that
they should seek the Lord throug h
repentance and prayer, and en-
deavor to know what is His pres-
ent program for them. But that
the Jews will yet be brought to a
condition of genuine repentanc e
before the Lord, which will lead to
their recognition of the true Mes-
siah, who will then be King of
kings and Lord of lords, is show n
by the Prophet Zechariah in th e
12th chapter of his prophecy . We
quote verses 9 and 10 of this re-
markable chapter :

"And it shall come to pass i n
that day, that I will seek to de-
stroy all the nations that com e
against Jerusalem . And I wil l
pour upon the house of David, an d
upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem ,
the spirit of grace and of supplica-
lions: and they shall look upon Me
whom they have pierced and they

shall mourn for him, as one mourn-
eth for his only son, and shall b e
in bitterness for him, as one that
is in bitterness for his firstborn . "

Blessings upon the Gentiles

As Gentiles, our interest in God ' s
dealings with the Jews is not alone
in the desire to see all men treate d
fairly, but also, if we believe the
Bible, in the fact that the return
of divine favor to God's ancien t
people signals the approach o f
world-wide blessings of happiness ,
peace, and everlasting life, for al l
who will come into harmony with
the righteous laws of the Messiani c
Kingdom so soon to be established .

In Acts 15 :16, 17, the apostle
quotes from Amos 9 :11, 12 and
says the rebuilding of the "taber-
nacle of David" denotes a return
of divine favor to His ancient peo-
ple, and involves the restoration of
the Jewish polity, or reignin g
powers . But the Scriptures make
it clear that the restored "taber-
nacle" (or house of David) wil l
not be in the hands of imperfect ,
fallen men, either Jews or Gen -
tiles . No, according to the divine
Word, the Lord has made a won-
derful provision in this respect ,
namely, that the ancient prophets
and other worthy ones who love d
and served Jehovah prior to the
first advent of Christ, will b e
raised from the dead and made
"princes in all the earth . "

These ancient worthies are spo-
ken of as the "fathers " in Israel ,
and they are to become the "chil-
dren" of the Christ ; and in the
administrative arrangements of the
Messianic Kingdom, will serve a s
the earthly representatives of the
divine, invisible Christ . ((Psa . 45 :
16 .) Jesus explained that in the
Kingdom the people would come
from the east and the west, the
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north and the south, and would sit
down with—that is, would receiv e
instructions from—Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob, and all the prophets.
(Luke 13 :28, 29 .) Through these ,
then, all Israel, both the living and
the dead, will learn the divine will ,
and if they obey, will be restore d
to mental, moral, and physical per-
fection, and will live forever upon
the earth .

In telling us of the rebuilding of
the tabernacle of David the apostl e
adds; "that the residue of men
may seek after the Lord, and all
the Gentiles, upon whom My name
is called, saith the Lord, who do-
eth all these things ."---Acts 15 :16 ,
17 .

Thus we have the assurance tha t
following the rehabilitation of Is-
rael will come the pouring out of
divine blessings for all . These
blessings upon the Gentiles, even
as upon the Jews, will include the
resurrection of all who have died .
Indeed, when the entire divine
program is complete, the whole
earth will be a paradise, and ma n
will be restored to perfect life up -
on it . Thus the great redemptive
program of God, carried out
through Jesus, the Redeemer, wil l
be complete. Paradise lost then
will be restored .

"Hail to the brightness of Zion's glad
Morning,

Long by the Prophets of Israel fore-
told !

Hail to the millions from bondage re-
turning !

Gentiles and Jews the blest vision
behold .

"See the dead risen from land and from
ocean ;

Praise to Jehovah ascending on High ;
Fall'n are the engines of war and com-

motion ;
Shouts of salvation are rending the

sky! "

CHRIST HAS RETURNED

This booklet presents an interesting and convincin g
summary of the wonderful ways in which the proph-
ecies pertaining to Christ 's thief-like return are

now being fulfilled . Its Scriptural analysis of the
manner of the second advent is revealing and rea-
sonable . First copy free, additional copies five cent s
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God often talks to us in picture languag e
to help us understand His thoughts better .
The slain-lamb picture is a prominent one

in the Biole, and very meaningful .

The Lamb of God

"And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of th e
throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst o f
the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain ."—
Rev. 5 : 6 .

ONE of the most interesting and meaningful
syrnbolisms of the Bible is that of the slain lamb .
By it God calls attention to the great work o f
atonement centered in Christ Jesus, an atone-
ment that is based upon the shedding of blood .
The statement of our text relative to the slain
lamb is but one of a number of such reference s
by which through type and prophecy the divine
program of redemption through Christ may b e
traced. This thread of thought pertaining to th e
importance of the blood in the redemptive pro -
gram can first be picked up early in the Book o f
Genesis .

Soon after the disobedience of our first parents
and the pronouncement upon them of the sen-
tence, "Dying, thou shalt die, " God calls our at-
tention in a pictorial way to the fact that an atone-
ment for sin ultimately would be made. He had
made a statement to the effect that the seed o f
the woman would bruise the serpent 's head . This
was a vague way of saying that in some manner
the result of the tragedy that had just occurred
in Eden, would he set aside and that the sentence
of death there being imposed upon our first par-
ents would be removed . It was fitting, therefore ,
that the Lord should begin to indicate the man-
ner in which this was to be accomplished .

He did this in a very unique way, by manifest-
ing His special favor upon an offering that was
brought to Him by Abel, which offering was one
of the "firstlings of his flock "—an offering which
called for the shedding of blood . (Gen. 4: 4.) In
Hebrews 11 : 4, the apostle tells us that "By faith
Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrific e
than Cain, by which he obtained witness that h e
was righteous . "

The Bible does not indicate the extent of Abel ' s
knowledge concerning the significance of the sac-

rifice which he brought to the Lord, but the
apostle 's statement does indicate that he must
have had sufficient knowledge to know that the
bringing of this firstling of the flock would b e
specially pleasing to the Creator . Evidently the
reason God was so pleased is because the sacrific e
of the lamb offered by Abel pointed forward to
the coming and sacrifice of the real Lamb of God
which in due time, was to take away the sin o f
the world. By this means God thus indicated
that-the sentence of death imposed upon our firs t
parents would, through Christ, be set aside .

ISAAC A TYP E

Sometime after the flood God appeared to
Abraham and made promise that through his
seed all the families of the earth would be blessed .
When Isaac was born, Abraham probably though t
that he was to constitute the seed of promise ;
and in fact, Isaac was a type of the coming Christ .
God asked Abraham to offer up his beloved son ,
Isaac, as a sacrifice. Abraham's faith arose to the
occasion ; and he actually made every necessary
preparation to carry out the divine will, even to
the raising of his knife to slay his son . Then the
angel of the Lord intervened, and a lamb was
substituted for Isaac.--Gen. 22 : 13 .

By this means God indicated that before all the
families of the earth could be blessed throug h
the seed promised to Abraham, a loving father
would need to give up in sacrifice His belove d
son. The father who does this in the divine pla n
is the Heavenly Father Himself, and He sent Hi s
own Son, permitting Him to be offered up in
sacrifice, that through such sacrifice all who die
in Adam may have the opportunity of gainin g
life through Christ . The lamb that was substi-
tuted for Isaac on the altar of sacrifice becomes
thereafter a type of the Lamb of God that taket h
away the sins of the world .

THE I'A5i~0V"Fri L .-IA11 I

When the time came for God to bring about
the deliverance of His people from the land of
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Egypt, picturing in a general way the deliverance
of all mankind from the thraldom of sin and
death, we find that a lamb—the passover lamb—
figured very prominently in the deliverance . Those
immediately affected in Israel by the blood of the
passover Iamb were the firstborns . In the twelfth
chapter of Hebrews the apostle speaks of the
church of the firstborn. The Scriptures show
that through the church of this age, typically
foreshadowed by the firstborns of Israel, deliver-
ance from death is to come to all mankind . The
apostle also shows that the sacrifice of the pass-
over lamb represents the sacrifice of Christ tha t
makes possible the deliverance of the churc h
now, and the deliverance of the whole world by
and by. He says, "Christ our passover is sacri-
ficed for us, therefore let us keep the feast . "—
1 Cor . 5 : 7 ,

PROPIHETIC DESCRIPTION OF SACRIFICIAL WOR K

Not only in the pictures and types of the Bibl e
is the symbolism of the slain lamb thus kept
prominently before our minds, but in the proph-
ecies as well, God reminds us of the great sacri-
fice that would be made by His beloved Son . One
example of this is found in the prophecy of Isaiah ,
chapter 53. The chapter describes the suffering s
of the Lamb of God and in the end portrays th e
glory that follows His sufferings . In verse seven
we read, "He was oppressed, and He was afflicted ,
yet He opened not His mouth: He is brought as a
lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her
shearers is dumb, so He opened not His mouth . "

John the Baptist was the last of the prophet s
and he enjoyed the blessed privilege of identify-
ing Jesus as the one who had come to fulfil both
the pictures and the prophecies of the Old Testa-
ment relative to the redemptive work of the slain
lamb. John made his identification of God 's Lamb
by those well known words, "Behold the Lamb of
God, which taketh away the sin of the world . "—
John 1 :29 .

Later the apostles referred back to the redemp-
tive work of Christ and identified His suffering s
with the prophecies of the Old Testament . In
1- Peter 1 : 19, the apostle speaks of Him as "a Lamb
without blemish and without spot . " In verses
23 and 24 of the second chapter of this epistle ,
Peter again refers to Jesus as a slain Lamb, quot-
ing directly from Isaiah 53 . Thus it is that th e
Lord has given us this abundant array of testi-
mony, assuring us over and over again of Hi s
loving plan of redemption that is carried out
through His Son . This is a plan whereby not onl y
may the church have a standing before God, bu t
also one in which eventually all mankind wil l
have opportunity of returning to a condition of
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at-one-meat with their Creator . The poet has
truly said :

"How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord ,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word !
What more can He say, than to you He hath said ?
You, who unto Jesus for refuge have fled . "

Hymns of Dawn.

PROMINENCE OF SLAIN LAMB IN BOOK OF REVELATION

Our text (Revelation 5 : 6) is not the only ref-
erence to the symbolism of the slain lamb in the
Book of Revelation . Many of the great events
mentioned in this closing prophecy of the Bible
are shown to be either directly or indirectly as-
sociated with "the lamb that was slain." The
Lamb is the One who is found worthy to open the
scroll of the divine plan, as symbolized in the
progressive opening of the seven seals . Later
the Lamb is represented as being at war with th e
beast, and His victory over the beast is vividly
foretold. In Revelation 19 : 7, the Lamb is repre-
sented as being united in marriage with his brid e
.. the "people for His name" mentioned in Act s
1.5 :14 .

Finally, when God would emphasize the fact
that the ultimate objective in His loving progra m
for the human family is the restoration of man -
kind to life and happiness, lie reminds us that
this glorious consummation is to be brought abou t
through the redemptive work of the slain lamb .
We quote, "And He showed me a pure river o f
water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out o f
the throne of God and of the Lamb . In the mids t
of the street of it, and on either side of the river ,
was there the tree of life, which bare twelve man-
ner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month :
and the leaves of the tree were for the healing
of the nations . "—Rev. 22: 1, 2 .

THE LAMB ON MOUNT SIO N

In Revelation 14 :1, we have another very in-
teresting reference to this Lamb of God, which
reads, "And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on
Mount Sion . " It is said that one of the character-
istics of sheep, in contradistinction to that of
goats, is the fact that they are inclined to seek
the valleys rather than the higher places for thei r
grazing fields . It is said that goats, on the other
hand, are inclined to seek the hillsides . If this be
true, then it is certainly most remarkable that th e
"lamb of God" is here shown to be standing o n
Mount Zion . To john this must have been an od d
place to see a lamb .

The reason for this lamb being shown in an ex-
alted position is apparent when we examine th e
fact in connection with other features of the grea t
plan of human redemption . The Lamb of God is
shown on Mount Zion, not because He had ex-
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alted Himself to this high position, but because ,
following the true sheep-like disposition of seek-
ing the low places, Jesus first of all had humble d
Himself . We read about this, for example, in Phi-
lippians 2 : 5-12, where Paul in admonishing the
followers of the Master to a course of humility

says, "Let this mind be in you, which was also in

Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God ,
thought it not robbery [more properly rendered ,

"not by robbery," or "usurpation" j to be equa l

with God : but made Himself of no reputation ,
and took upon Him the form of a servant, and was
made in the likeness of men : and being found i n
fashion as a man, He humbled Himself, and be -
came obedient unto death, even the death of the
cross. Wherefore God hath highly exalted Him ,
and given Him a name which is above every

name . "
THE GLORY THAT FOLLOW S

This picture of God 's Lamb exalted on Mount
Zion is a reminder of the many prophecies an d

promises of both the Old and New Testaments in
which we are told of the glory that follows the
sufferings of Christ . In the chapter from which
our text is taken the Revelator gives us a sym-
bolic description of the glory that comes to th e
Lamb following His sacrifice . We quote : "And
every creature which is in heaven, and on the
earth, and under the earth, and such as are in
the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying ,
Blessing, and honor, and glory, and power, be
unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto
the Lamb for ever and ever . "

This is, indeed, a wonderful description of th e
glory that follows the sacrificial work of Jesus .
In Isaiah 53, the glory as well as the sufferings
of Christ are brought to our attention . After
describing Jesus as the Lamb that is led to th e
slaughter, the Heavenly Father says, "Therefor e
will I divide Him a portion with the great"—wit h
the Creator Himself . (Verse 12 .) Jesus acknowl-
edged fulfilment of this "exceeding great and
precious promise" when, in Revelation 3 : 21, he
says, "Even as I also overcame, and am set dow n
with My Father in His throne . " From this it is
clear that Jesus actually was given "a portion
with the great . "

One of the vital lessons to all Christians in th e
slain lamb picture is the fact that they are in-
vited to follow in the footsteps of Jesus, suffer-
ing with Him, inspired with the hope of sharing
in His glory . The share which the church has
both in the sufferings and the glory of the Chris t
is brought to our attention in Revelation 14 : 1 ,
where we are told not only that the Lamb is seen
on Mount Zion, but also that there are "with Him
an hundred forty and four thousand, having Hi s
Father's name written in their foreheads . "
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The Revelator identifies these who are wit h
the Lamb on Mount Zion as those who have fol-
lowed the Lamb "withersoever He goeth . " This
means that each one of them has accepted th e
Master 's invitation to take up his cross and fol-
low in His footsteps of self-denial, suffering and
death. It means that each one of them has bee n
baptized into His death . It means that each one
of them, like the Master, has renounced the world
and its spirit and has accepted the divine will as
the supreme rule of his life, and has been obe-
dient to that will even unto death .

It is worthy of note that those who are shown
to be on Mount Zion with the Lamb and who
therefore are privileged to reign with Him in the
future Kingdom by which all the families of th e
earth are to be blessed, are not described as those
who have followed earthly leadership or who
have been subservient to human heads . Rather ,
they are those who follow the Lamb. Following
human leadership, or being members of man-
made organizations, does not lead to Mount Zion .
The only pathway that leads to exaltation in th e
Kingdom with the Master is the pathway in whic h
we find the Master's footsteps, and that pathway
is the one the Master Himself described as the
narrow way. The way in 'cvhich the Master
walked was one that ended in death—He wa s
led " as a lamb to the slaughter . " Those who fol-
low Him all the way, must also go with Him int o
death. In discussing the sufferings of Christ, in
which the church shares, Paul says, "As it i s
written, For Thy sake we are killed all the da y
long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaugh-
ter ."—Rom. 8: M .

MANY WORSHIP THEY KNOW NOT WHA T

In the great privilege of following the Lamb, we
have brought to our attention a fundamental doc-
trine of the divine plan which distinguishes th e
true Christian life from that misconception o f
Christianity which is in name only . Millions of
earnest people, devotionally inclined by nature ,
have prostrated themselves before an imaginar y
god to whom they have attached the name o f
Jesus, but without having any true conceptio n
of the doctrines of Christ—except, possibly, Hi s
moral teachings, which, in many respects, are not
unlike the ethics taught by good people of othe r
religions .

Such good people, sincere and wholehearted ,
have worshiped a god whom they have calle d
Christ, and have supposed that in some inexplic-
able way he has saved them from a wrath to
come—a vengeance which they imagine will b e
poured out upon the majority of the human race
in the form of eternal torture in a literal lake o f
fire, or some other form of conscious suffering .
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But when we see the beauties of the divine
plan, we recognize that neither the work of Christ ,
nor the work of His faithful followers is that
of saving people from the fires of hell . Not only
is there no such place in God's arrangement, but
furthermore, Christ is not now saving or tryin g
to save, the world at all . This is the time in which
the Lord is preparing His agencies through whic h
salvation will come to the world in the next age ,
and the church, the followers of the Master, ar e
to constitute a part of that agency .

Through the divine plan we have learned tha t
Christ is the Messiah of the Old Testament, and
that the purpose and work of the Messiah is tha t
of restoring the condemned world to life in a per-
fect, earthly paradise during His coming thou-
sand-year reign . We have learned also—O glo-
rious fact!—that the church of Christ is now bein g
called out from the world not merely to he saved ,
but in order that they may become co-workers
with God in accomplishing the Messianic pur-
pose of restitution for mankind .

It is this glorious fact that lifts true Christianit y
out of the category of a blind superstition and
devotion to an abstract god, and makes of it a
definite and glorious purpose in life, an actual
vocation in which all of our time, talents, strengt h
and means are laid upon the altar of sacrifice be-
side that of Jesus, that we may be accepted a s
Christians, co-workers with the God of the uni-
verse in carrying out His plan for reconciling a
lost race to Himself .—Rom . 12 :1; 2 Cor . 5:16-21 ;
6 :1 .

WHAT IT MEANS TO FOLLOW' HIE LAM B

The matter of following the Lamb involves
more, yea, much more, than merely living a moral
and upright life and acknowledging Christ as ou r
Savior . The Rich Young Ruler who came to Je-
sus to inquire the terms of discipleship was plain-
ly told that his morality which resulted in an
earnest effort to keep God's law, left him lacking
so far as being a Christian was concerned . He
was bidden to give up all that he had, and then
to follow Jesus in sacrifice, even unto death .

Nor is the matter of following the Lamb a blin d
submission to trial, although it will result in
trial . Nor is it a frenzied activity in serving the
Lord, although one cannot truly follow the Lamb
without constant enthusiastic activity in the di -
vine service. To truly follow the Lamb means a n
intelligent obedience to the plan of God as out -
lined in the Bible, including the sharing of Chris t ' s
sufferings which lead to glory, and being counted
with Him as sharing in the great offering that i s
made whereby the sin-cursed and lost world i s
to be restored to life and perfection .
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While thus following in Jesus' footsteps the
Christian is inspired by the hope of glory with
Christ in His Kingdom. Jesus prayed for the
same glory to be bestowed upon His church a s
the Heavenly Father had bestowed upon Him .
The apostle says that if we suffer with Him, we
shall also reign with Him. The apostle also explain s
that upon conditions of faithfulness we may hop e
to appear with Him in glory ; also that if we ar e
in Christ and Christ is in us we have a hope o f
glory.

DIVIDING THE SPOILS WITH THE STRON G

In Isaiah 53, where the prophet foretells the
high exaltation of the slain Lamb, he also proph-
esies the glorification of the church with Him ,
and thereby helps to identify those who are wit h
the Lamb on Mount Zion . We read, "Therefore
will I [Jehovah] divide Him [Jesus] a portio n
with the great [the God of the universe,] and H e
[the exalted Jesus] shall divide the spoil with
the strong." (Verse 12.) Jesus affirms the ful-
fihnent of this prophecy on His own behalf and
reiterates the glorious promise to the church i n
Revelation 3: 21 which we quote in full, a part
having been quoted foregoing : "To him that over-
cometh ["the strong" of Isaiah 53 : :12] will I
grant to sit with Me in My throne [ "divide the
spoil with the strong"] even as I also overcame ,
and am set down with My Father in His throne . "

The strong ones of Isaiah 53 : 12 are not stron g
in their own strength but in the strength of the
Lord. They do not lean to their own understand-
ing, but looking to the Lord for wisdom to direct
their steps in the narrow way of sacrifice an d
also depending upon Him for strength, they pres s
forward by following in the footsteps of Jesu s
and continue to do this all the way into death .
Thus they are overcomers and upon this condi-
tion they will be with Him on Mount Zion .

May the picture of the slain Lamb and th e
thoughts associated therewith continue to inspir e
us in our endeavors to walk in His steps . May
it help us to understand better what constitute s
a Christian and induce us all to be faithful a s
such. May the hope of being united with the
Lamb as a member of His bride who will yet
have the privilege of saying to the dying world ,
Come and partake of the water of life freely ,
furnish us with renewed confidence and that sac-
rificial devotion and energy which will assure u s
of an abundant entrance "into the everlasting
Kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ . "
"And I saw the souls of them that were beheaded
for the witness of Jesus, and for the Word of God ,
. . . and they lived and reigned with Christ a
thousand years . "—Rev. 22 :17; 2 Pet. 1 : 10, 11 ;
Rev. 21 :4.
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The Gospel of Christ
"For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ :

for it is the power of God unto salvation to every
one that belzeveth; to the Jew first, and also to
the Greek . "---Rom . 1 : 16 .

THE word gospel means good tidings . The Gos-
pel of Christ therefore is the good tidings tha t
in Christ centers the hope of salvation . It is in
harmony with this that the angelic announcement
of the birth of Jesus hailed Him as the Savio r
.whose birth constituted an item of good news
which yet will be known by all people. The term
Christ in the New Testament is the same as Mes-
siah in the Old Testament, hence the good news
that centers in Christ is really the fact tha t
through Him will be fulfilled all the wondrous
promises Gad had previously given by the mouth
of all His holy prophets since the world began ;
promises that depended upon the coming an d
work of the Messiah .

Beginning with the early statements of the Mes-
sianic Gospel as recorded in the Old Testament ,
it is found to be a broad and comprehensive
program, so all-inclusive that the whole world i s
to have an opportunity to be blessed through it .
In Galatians 3:8, the apostle tells us that thi s
Gospel was preached beforehand unto Abraham .
Looking up the record of God 's dealing with Abra-
ham we find that the promise was made to him
that through his seed all the families of the eart h
were to be blessed. This is, indeed, a far reach-
ing promise, containing blessed implications fo r
all mankind . The spirit of it precludes the nar-
row-minded attitude which, according to tradi-
tion, has at one time or another been expresse d
in the prayer : "Lord bless me and my wife, m y
son John and his wife ; us four, and no more . "

In Galatians 3: 16, St . Paul definitely identifies
Jesus as the seed of Abraham through which the
promised blessings are to come . Throughout th e
entire Old Testament we find that this Gospel is
not circumscribed in the least . When the angels
finally announced the birth of the promised seed ,
they still hailed the program that is centered in
the Messiah as one of " glad tidings of great joy,
which shall be to all people ."---Luke 2 : 10 .

THE RICH YOUNG RULE R

At the age of thirty years Jesus entered upon
His ministry, proceeding to carry out the terms
of the divine plan for blessing the people, as those
plans centered in Him, the Redeemer. He selected
His disciples and these accepted Him as the
promised Messiah. Obviously they believed tha t
in Him would be fulfilled those far reaching prom-
ises made to Abraham and by all the prophets,
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which called for the deliverance of Israel and
through Israel the deliverance and blessing of all

nations . In view of this there were some inci-
dents in connection with the Master 's ministry
which His disciples at first found difficult to un-
derstand .

There was, for example, the case of the Ric h
Young Ruler who came to Jesus, asking wha t
good thing he could do in order to inherit eterna l
life. This man appeared to be a sincere seeke r
after the truth. Being a Jew, Jesus referred him
to the law. The law had said "which if a man do ,
he shall live in them . " (Lev. 18 : 5 ; Neh. 9: 29 ;
Ezek. 20 :11; Rom. 10:5; Gal. 3 :12.) Evidently
this rich young man realized that the law was not
giving him life as he had hoped it would, and
therefore he had come to the Master to seek an -
other way of escaping death .

The young man affirmed that he had done the
best he could to keep the law, and then Jesus sai d
to him, " One thing thou lackest : go . . . sell ,
whatsoever thou hast and give to the poor, an d
thou shalt have treasure in heaven; and come ,
take up the cross, and follow Me ." (Mark 10 : 21 ;
Matt . 19 :16-24 ; Luke 18 :18-25.) The Master's
reply must have seemed strange to the rich youn g
man. Not being willing to pay the price of dis-
cipleship, he went away sorrowful . He had asked
what he could do in order to live, but Jesus ha d
explained what he would need to do in order t o
die .

The invitation to take up his cross and follow
the Master was the equivalent of asking the
young man to follow Him into death . Jesus as-
sured him that if he would do this, he would have
treasure in heaven. This, too, was a new thought
to this rich man. In all the promises God had
made to the Jew, none had suggested the possi-
bility of a heavenly reward . But now the Master
was outlining a program whereby, if one were
willing to give up his life in sacrifice, he woul d
lay up treasures of a future life in heaven .

The disciples, overhearing this conversation ,
were themselves puzzled, They had accepted Je-
sus as the Messiah in the belief that through Hi m
all the families of the earth were to be blessed ,
but now He was making the way of salvation s o
difficult that even this sincere and inquiring rich
man was not able to meet the conditions . There -
fore, they inquired of the Master, "Who then
can be saved?"

Jesus evaded their question by saying that with
man, this is not possible but with God all thing s

are possible . However, this did not satisfy the
disciples . They then explained to Him that the y
had left all and followed Him even as He had in-
vited the rich man to do. In view of this, they
wanted to know what their reward would be . In
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response to this, Jesus explained that they wh o
had followed Him would, in the regeneration, sit
upon twelve thrones judging the twelve tribes of

Israel .
TWO SALVATIONS'

By this reply Jesus was assuring the disciple s
that God's program of restoration for Israel and
the world to life upon the earth was not being
overlooked and that this earthly salvation for al l
mankind was still the great objective of the di -
vine plan . The disciples had not yet received th e
Holy Spirit, and therefore were not in a positio n
to understand the deep things of God as they
were able to do later, after the Spirit had come
upon them at Pentecost. It was not possible ,
therefore, for them to differentiate in their mind s
between the heavenly calling of this age and the
hope of restitution to life upon the earth durin g
the next age . In reality, however, Jesus had al-
luded to both of these phases of the divine pla n
in this conversation. He had promised the rich
man that upon the condition of following in Hi s
footsteps unto death he would have treasure in
heaven ; and He had promised the disciples tha t
those who thus are faithful followers of Him in
the doing of God 's will, have the privilege of bein g
with Him in the future and sharing in the judg-
ment and blessing of the world of mankind .

Thus viewed, the Gospel of Christ contains the
good news both of the heavenly hope for the
church of this age, and the hope of earthly bless-
ings for the world of mankind during the nex t
age. Thus this gospel of Christ reveals that the
church is to share with Jesus in dispensing the
promised restitution blessings to the world dur-
ing the Kingdom period. This comes to light ver y
definitely in St . Paul's letter to the Galatians ,
chapter 3, verses 8 and 16, already quoted . In
verses 27-29 of this chapter the apostle outline s
further the implications of the promise made t o
Abraham. In these verses he declares that a s
many as are baptized into Christ, put on Chris t
and that thus being Christ's—that is, true Chris-
tians—they, too, are a part of the seed of Abra-
ham and therefore heirs according to the promise .

This harmonizes with the same apostle 's out -
line of truth concerning Christ and the church
as found in the twelfth chapter of 1st Corinthians .
Here he points out that the many members which
constitute the church are, in reality, the body o f
Christ, and therefore members in particular o f
the Christ, of which Jesus is the Head . From
this we see that the larger picture of the Messia h
of the Bible includes the church class who are ,
as it were. His cabinet members, and will thu s
function with Him in dispensing the blessings o f
life which He purchased by His own death o n
Calvary 's cross .

2 3

BAPTIZED INTO CHRIS T

In Galatians 3: 27, the apostle declares that as
many as have been baptized into Christ, have
put on Christ . This indicates that all such are
true Christians. It is important, then, that we
should know what it means to be baptized int o
Christ . The word baptize, from the Greek wor d
baptizo, literally means to immerse or bury. The
Scriptural thought is that those who are truly
baptized into Christ are the ones who have sub -
merged their wills into His will, accepting Him
as their Head. Thus they become, figuratively
speaking, members of His body . In Revelation
20 : 4, this class is pictured as those who are "be-
headed for the witness of Jesus, and for the Wor d
of God." This beheading is, of course, figurative ,
and is another way the holy Spirit uses to de -
scribe the condition of full surrender to the divin e
will that must take place in the lives of those
who qualify as the true followers of the Master .

In Romans 6: 1-3, Paul explains that this bap-
tism into Christ is a death baptism. He says that
all who experience it, are planted together in the
likeness of Christ's death . Jesus died sacrificially ,
hence those who die with Him also die sacrificial-
ly. Jesus did not die because He was condemne d
to death by divine law, but because He voluntar-
ily laid down His uncondernned life as a cor-
responding price for the life of Adam and, con-
sequently, of the whole world .

Members of the church could not by nature of-
fer themselves sacrificially for the reason tha t
their imperfect life is already under condemna-
tion. However, by divine arrangement through
Christ, consecrated believers of this age have the
merit of the Redeemer imputed to them and thu s
are given a standing of life . Paul explains in Ro-
mans 8:1, that "there is therefore now no con-
demnation to them which are in Christ Jesus ,
who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit . "
There is no condemnation for such because th e
blood of Jesus is sufficient to set aside the con-
demnation which came upon the whole world
through Adam. These, therefore, being justifie d
by having Christ 's merit imputed to them, ar e
in a position to offer themselves sacrificially i n
death, and thus to be planted together in the like-
ness of the Master 's death .

The practical outworking of this in the lives o f
Christians means that they no longer belong t o
themselves, but instead their every thought, wor d
and deed is devoted to the doing of God's will .
This means that they are full-time servants of
the Lord with all that they have and are, being
devoted to the Messianic cause. It means that
even the necessary pursuits of life such as pro-
viding for one' s own, etc., is to be considered as
being done unto the Lord, and that all time,
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strength and means possible will be devoted di-
rectly to the service of the Master—a service tha t
finds expression in helping the brethren of Chris t
and in making known the glad tidings of His com-
ing Kingdom .

BAPTIZED FOR THE DEAD

In 1st Cor. 15 : 29, Paul refers to the death bap-
tism of the Christian as a baptism for the dead .
This means simply that the sacrificial work of
the church constitutes a part of the divine pro -
gram whereby the world of mankind now dead in
trespasses and sin—and also those actually dead
in the tomb—are to be given the opportunity of
everlasting life as a result of the redemptiv e
work of Christ Jesus .

Christians are invited now to lay down their
lives for the brethren . The result of this sacri-
ficial service is the building up and preparatio n
of the church for her future share with Christ i n
His Kingdom reign, whereby the opportunitie s
of restitution blessings will be extended to th e
'world. Thus not only does the Christian lay
down his life for fellow Christians, but the sacri-
ficial death of all Christians will accrue to th e
benefit of the dead world of mankind, when ,
through the Kingdom arrangements, they wil l
take part with Jesus in the world-wide work o f
restoration then inaugurated .

THE PRESENT WORT{ OF THE CHURC H

The church is not commissioned to convert th e
world during this Gospel age . The work of the
church now is to bear witness to the truth and t o
make herself ready for the future Kingdom serv-
ice with Christ . Jesus commissioned His disciple s
to go into all the world and preach the Gospe l
and make disciples of all nations. This does not
imply that all nations were to be converted by
this preaching. Rather, Jesus is merely counter-
manding the previous instructions He had give n
to His disciples when IIe told them not to go t o
the Gentiles nor to any city of the Samaritans .
Now they were to go anywhere and everywher e
to preach the Gospel with the expectation tha t
disciples would be gathered from among all na-
tions, both Jews and Gentiles . This preaching ,
of course, would also constitute a witness to th e
people .

In Acts 15 :13-17, we are informed that the di -
vine purpose in visiting the Gentiles with the Gos-
pel was not to convert all, but to call out fro m
them a people for God 's name. It is after thi s
people are called and prepared for joint-heirship
with the Master that He returns and establishes
His Kingdom, so the remainder of mankind migh t
then have the opportunity of seeking after th e
Lord, even those also to whom the witness ha d
previously been given . These latter'will then have
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their full opportunity of corning into harmon y
with the Gospel arrangement provided through
Christ in the establishment of His Kingdom .

ARE YE ABLE?

The mother of two of the disciples came to Je-
sus and asked Him if one her sons might sit on
His right hand and the other on His left hand
in the Kingdom . Jesus' reply was "Ye know not
what ye ask . Are ye able to drink of the cup that
I shall drink of, and to be baptized with the bap-
tism that I am baptized with?" (Matt . 20: 20-23 . )
Here the Master makes it plain that those who
expect to reign with Him in His Kingdom must
now be prepared to drink His cup of sufferin g
and be baptized with His baptism of death .

To walk in this strait, this difficult way, marked
out by the footsteps of our Lord, will require a
wholehearted devotion to Him and a willingnes s
to sacrifice all of our earthly interests in the di-
vine cause. It may call for the giving up o f
earthly friends and worldly pleasures . It may
mean having our names cast out as evil . It may
mean weariness and hardship and the loss of
earthly possessions. With the Master it cost Him
the loss of all earthly blessings, and we canno t
expect that the servant will be different from Hi s
Lord in these respects . The Christian way is, in-
deed, a narrow, difficult way, and only by divin e
grace may any one hope to be successful in it .

But the power of God as it operates throug h
the Gospel of Christ, is able to make us strong in
our weaknesses and give us grace to help in ev-
ery time of need . Those who are to live and reign
with Christ must truly be overcomers. They can-
not hope to overcome in their own strength, how -
ever, but they can be strong in the Lord and in
the power of His might.

Concerning Jesus, the Captain of our salvation ,
it is said that for the joy that was set before Hi m
He endured the cross and despised the shame
and is now set down at the right hand of the Maj-
esty on high. (Heb. 12 : 2 .) Those who follow in
the Master 's footsteps also have a joy set befor e
them. It is the joy of future association with Je-
sus in His Kingdom. Together with Him it will
be their joy of dispensing the blessings of life ,
health and happiness to all minkind . These faith-
ful Christians are the sons of God of this age, and
in Romans 8, we are told that the whole creatio n
—that is, all mankind—are travailing in pain to-
gether until now, waiting for the manifestation
of these sons of God. Eventually all the faithful
followers of the Lord will appear with Him i n
glory, and His Kingdom, then fully established ,
will be the channel of Gospel blessings to all th e
remainder of mankind .
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CHRIST SHOWS HIMSEL F

ALIVE

April 13—Luke 24 :13-17, 25-3 5

GOLDEN TEXT : "I was dead, and behol d
I am alive for evermore ."—Rev . 1 :18 .

On the day of our Lord's resur-
rection, two of His followers passed
along the country road leadin g
from Jerusalem to Emmaus, about
seven of our miles distant . Like
all the followers of Jesus they ha d
been greatly exercised and per-
turbed by the remarkable event s
connected with our Lord's last
visit—the eating of the Passover ,
His triumphal entry into Jerusa-
lem; the cleansing of the temple ;
the routing of His ecclesiastica l
foes in debate; His remarkable
teachings during those few days ;
His arrest, trial and crucifixion .

The excitement of their hearts
made other business for the time
impossible, and they spent the day
in Jerusalem, probably withou t
knowing just why, except that the y
desired to be in touch with fellow -
believers . They shared with all o f
the Lord's friends in the consider -
able excitement resulting from th e
reports given by the sisters wh o
went to embalm our Lord's body ,
that the tomb was empty and they
had seen angels who said that Je-
sus was alive again . Later, as th e
gardener, Jesus had appeared t o
Mary Magdalene, also showin g
Himself to others of the sisters.

Full of the subject close to thei r
hearts, these travelers to Emmau s
were discussing in animated con-
versation the likelihood and unlike-
lihood of the reports they had
heard, and in general of the Mes-
sianic hopes for themselves an d
their nation, which they had trusted
would have been amply fulfilled b y
Jesus, whose death seemed to
throw all of their expectations int o
confusion. It was at this juncture
that Jesus joined them, disguised
in a body of flesh and ordinar y
clothing--with a face different
from what they had previousl y
recognized, yet, nevertheless, gen-
tle, soothing, and sympathetic . He
inquired the occasion of their dis-
cussion which seemed to be re-
specting some sad subject .

How favorable is a time of ad-
versity and perplexity in which to
approach those whom we desir e
to assist ; but how necessary it is
that we should learn of the Master
how to approach with such sym-
pathy, in word and act, so as to
gain the hearts of those whom w e
would serve and bless. As soon as
the Master had their minds in th e
channel to receive the lesson whic h
He would give them, He began t o
open unto them the Scriptures con-
cerning Himself,

We here see the proper course of
the teacher illustrated by the Great
Teacher Himself. As He went t o
the Scriptures and brought forth
from them evidences of divine fore -
knowledge and prediction respect-
ing the things that were transpir-
ing before their eyes, so we, if w e
attempt to teach others, should
not be content with offering ou r
views, our opinions, our conjec-
tures, but should search the Scrip-
tures and be able, from that source ,
to give to every man a reason fo r
the hopes that are within us.

We are not informed what fea-
tures of the Law and the prophet s
our Lord related, but we can sur-
mise that He pointed out to them
in Moses' writings various features
of the Law which pointed to Him -
self as the Paschal Lamb, whose
death must take place before the
antitypical firstborns and the world
could be delivered from the bond -
age of sin, and from the great task -
master, prefigured by Pharoah, and
be led ultimately into the Canaa n
of promise—our high, or heavenly
calling .

We may presume, also, that He
called their attention to various of
the Psalms which propheticall y
spoke, not only of the glories of
His reign, but also of His suffer-
ings and of His death . No doubt ,
also, He called their attention t o
the writings of Daniel the prophet ,
respecting the Messiah being cut
off in death, but not for Himself .
Then there was the prophecy of
Isaiah, showing that the Messia h
should be led as a lamb to th e
slaughter, be despised and rejected
of men, while, nevertheless, in clu e
time God would set Him as Hi s
King upon His holy hill, Zion, as

shown by David in the 2nd Psalm .
Spellbound with this wonderful

exposition of the divine Word, Je-
sus ' listeners drank it in, realizin g
its truths by the manner in which
it harmonized with the variou s
testimonies of God ' s Word—nor did
they think for a moment of inquir-
ing of their Teacher, whether o r
not He had ordination from the
scribes and Pharisees, with a li-
cense to preach . They perceive d
that He had a divine ordination ,
and this was fully attested by His
ability to make clear to them wha t
other teachers had been unable to
make clear .

The seven miles of the journey
seemed only too short, as they
reached their home, and they were
loth to part with the wonderful
teacher whom they supposed ha d
met them by accident, never dream-
ing to what extent divine provi-
dence was guiding their affairs . I t
was drawing toward evening, an d
the stranger was bidding them
adieu as though intent upon a fur-
ther journey, but the two disciple s
constrained Him to stay and ea t
the evening meal with them .

Our Lord accepted this invita-
tion and it was while He was ask-
ing a blessing upon the meal, tha t
the eyes of their understandin g
were opened . It then dawned up -
on them that their guest was no
other than Jesus Himself . Perhaps
the language used in the blessing
was such as they had heard Him
use before, or, perhaps, in som e
other way their understanding was
opened .

Having accomplished His pur-
pose, our Lord vanished from thei r
sight . Thus, in addition to the in-
struction impressed upon their
minds, He showed them by thu s
vanishing that He was no longe r
the Man Christ Jesus, but that He
was changed, that the resurrecte d
Jesus was a spirit being who could
go and come like the wind, as He
had explained to Nicodemus .--
John 3 :8 .

Telling the other disciples abou t
this wondrous experience, these
two remarked, " Did not our heart
burn within us, while I-Ie talked
with us by the way ; and while He
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opened to us the Scriptures? "
Surely their hearts must have re-
joiced as they learned that what
at first seemed to be a calamity
was, in reality, the basis upon
which they could have a hope o f
everlasting life for themselves, fo r
Israel, and for the whole world .
Questions :

Why did not the two disciples jour-
neying to Emmaus recognize Jesus whe n
He first joined them ?

What lesson can we take from th e
method used by Jesus to instruct these
disciples ?
'hy was it necessary for Jesus to die

before His Kingdom could be estab-
lished ?

USING WITNESSING
POWER

April 20•—Acts 2 :1-4; 4:8-2 0

GOLDEN TEXT : "They were all tilled
with the Holy Spirit, and they spak e

the Word of God with boldness ."
—Acts 4 :31 .

TODAY'S lesson has to do with
the baptism of the holy Spirit
which came upon the waiting dis-
ciples at Pentecost, and by which
they were authorized and empow-
ered to become the ambassador s
of Christ . In this Pentecostal bap-
tism of the holy Spirit there wa s
given an outward manifestation of
the enlightening power of the Spir-
it and the authorization which it
gave to speak in the name of the
Lord .

This manifestation was given in
the cloven tongues which reste d
upon the heads of each of the dis-
ciples . From the construction of the
Greek text it is evident that these
were not split tongues, on the head s
of the favored ones, but rathe r
that they were tongues of flame ,
cloven or split off from a centra l
or luminous body, tongues which
emanated from one common cen-
ter, and went to the heads of those
for whom intended .

These tongues were not of fire ,
but of light . The tongues repre-
sented nothing akin to destruction .
which fire would symbolize . They
represented, on the contrary, en-
lightenment, knowledge, intelli-
gence, and implied that a holy in-
telligence or light from the Lord
was come upon the recipients ,
marking them as the Lord ' s mouth -
pieces . This indicated that from
henceforth their tongues should
show forth His praise, to the bless-
ing and enlightenment of the
church, and finally of the whole
world .

And so indeed it has been ; those
poor fishermen, illiterate, unlearned

as respects earthly education, un-
der the power of the Lord 's Spirit
became mighty indeed in the pull-
ing down of strongholds of error ,
and the scattering of darkness, by
the illumination of the minds pre -
pared for the Word of God ' s grace .

The tongues of light which came
upon the faithful at Pentecost di d
not continue with them, even a s
the dove, which was seen descend-
ing upon Jesus, did not continue
to be seen. Both the dove and the
flame of light were merely out-
ward representations, not to de-
ceive, but for the purpose of
teaching a great Iesson—for the
purpose of convincing all who can
receive it, that the promised bless-
ing and power had come .

The Lord ' s people who since then
have come under the influence of
the holy Spirit have neither sign s
of flames nor doves ; nor the sound
of rushing wind, as at Pentecost—
nor do they speak miraculously in
foreign languages and, also, inter-
pret those languages. They, nev-
ertheless, come into and are mad e
partakers of the holy Spirit, which
no longer is accompanied by these
outward manifestations because
they are no longer necessary . The
church having been established ,
and the fact of the holy Spirit ' s
impartation having been demon-
strated, we are now to accept the
same by faith, and to permit it t o
dwell in us richly, and to cultivate
in our hearts and lives the fruit s
of that Spirit, instead of expecting
them or other things as miraculou s
gifts .

Beginning at Pentecost and t o
some extent thereafter, some in
the early church were empowere d
by the holy Spirit to speak with
tongues . This means that they were
able to speak in foreign language s
with which they were not by ed-
ucation acquainted . The matter of
speaking in tongues and its pur-
pose has been greatly confused in
the minds of many of the Lord' s
people in this end of the age .
Some today suppose that it ha s
reference to a sort of incoherent
babbling which has no meaning an d
could accomplish no useful pur-
pose; but on the contrary, tend s
to convince the onlooker that the
one practising such things may be
on the road to insanity .

It was not thus in the earl y
church . At Pentecost, Jews fro m
many parts of the then known
world had gathered in Jerusale m
for this special feast . These spoke
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many different languages . In order
that the witness of the Kingdom
Gospel might reach these quickly
and effectively, the apostles wer e
empowered miraculously to spea k
in tongues that could be understood
by these representative Jews fro m
the various districts from which
they came .

There was no time to educate
the apostles in the use of foreign
languages . There were no printin g
presses by which translations o f
the Gospel could be printed in
those languages . God's hand was
not shortened, and He enabled th e
witness to go forth by this miracu-
lous means, because necessity de-
manded it . This necessity contin-
ued for a number of years, but
ceased, as representative Chris-
tians, acquainted with the variou s
languages, were able, without thi s
miraculous intervention, to carry
on the witness work .
Questions :

What: was the purpose of the bap-
tism of the Holy Spirit that came upo n
the waiting disciples at Pentecost ?

What is signified by the speaking with
tongues as it was practiced in th e
early church?

What lesson is conveyed by th e
fact that the Lord used tongues as the
outward manifestation of the Spirit' s
baptism?
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THE EARLY CHURC H
MEETING HUMAN NEED S

April 27—Acts 4 :32-35; 6:1-7
GOLDEN TEXT : "And the multitude o f
them that believed were of one hear t

and soul .°—acts 1 :3?. .

THE' opening verses of today ' s
lesson are, so far as we know, th e
first recorded account of an ex-
periment in Communism . We are
told that the disciples had all thing s
in common . However, despite th e
common interest which the entir e
church had in Christ and the glo-
rious Gospel of the Kingdom cen-
tered in Him, and despite also the
fact that the sweet influence of the
holy Spirit was continuously brood-
ing over the fully consecrated o f
that day, this experiment in Com-
munism failed . In Acts 6, verse 1 ,
we are told of a murmuring which
arose among the disciples because
some felt that partiality was being
shown . To possess all things in
common was an idealism whic h
even the followers of the Maste r
did not find practical, clue to th e
ingrained selfishness of fallen man .

There is another side to the les-
son, however, which is significant ;

(Continued to page 30)



D1VNE PLAN BREAM LESSON S

GOD'S CHARACTE R

(Lesson 12 )

Text Book : First Volume of Scripture Studies, Pag e
32 to bottom of Page 35 .

Key Sentence : "Let human reason do her best to
trace known facts to reasonable and competent
causes, giving due credit to nature 's laws in every
case ; but back of all the intricate machinery of na-
ture is the hand of its great Author, the intelligent ,
omnipotent God . "

Main Text : "And the first beast was like a lion, and
the second beast like a calf, and the third beast had
a face as a man, and the fourth beast was like a fly-
ing eagle . " —Rev. 4:7 .

Is there any reason for thinking that the origina l
plants and animals became extinct before the crea-
tion of man? Yes, the fact that skeletons and fossil s
of animals and plants, which do not now exist hav e
been discovered deep below the earth's surface . Does
this theory that the lower animals were evolved, bu t
under divine supervision, contradict the thought tha t
man was a direct creation? No, it does not.

On page 32, paragraph one, the author gives u s
conclusions based on the arguments so far in thi s
chapter. What are those conclusions? First, the fac t
that there is an intelligent Creator is one that is
clearly proved. Second, He is the Creator and De-
signer of "Mother Nature." Third, her laws an d
beauty and harmony were planned by God . Fourth ,
He not only planned nature but by His power an d
wisdom keeps it running smoothly . Fifth, such a
Creator has much more power and wisdom than w e
have . Sixth, reflection on these facts and conclu-
sions causes us instinctively to reverence and wor-
ship Him .

These thoughts have shown us that God has wis-
dom and power but how about His justice and love ?
To what conclusion would reasoning on this subjec t
lead us? We first take the self-evident truth tha t
the greatest thing created is not superior to its Crea-
tor . Next, we reflect on the love and kindness and
justice which men and women practice in "thei r
better moments . " Putting the two thoughts togethe r
we see that God must be far more loving and jus t
than even the best of men .

We thus come to the conclusion that this grea t
Creator must be perfect in Wisdom, Justice, Love
and Power. This same thought was brought out in
the symbol of the "four Living Ones" in Revelation ,
chapters four and five (Diaglott translation) .

The one like a lion, pictured God 's Justice . The
one "like a calf" (young ox) pictured His Power .
The one with a "face as a man" pictured God' s Love .
The one "Iike a flying eagle" pictured His Wisdom .

What can we expect of a being with qualities an d
attributes such as we have reasoned that God has ?
That He would use those attributes and that every

one of them would be so exercised as not to con-
flict with one another .

Would man be a good example of how God has use d
these attributes? Yes, indeed . The creation of man
and the creation of a home and environment for him
called for a manifestation of power and skill . The
fact that he has reason and judgment and moral
qualities shows that God had to exercise His love
and kindness in creating Him .

What is the final proposition in this chapter? Tha t
it would reasonable to expect that God would giv e
man a revelation concerning His plans and purposes .
Why so? For the following reasons : First, we have
found that it is a logical deduction that God is a
very wise and good being . Second, that man wa s
created by God capable of appreciating God and Hi s
plan . Third, that man has longing desires to kno w
what God's arrangements are . These desires are
well expressed in the poem on page 19, of our text
book :

"We plead, 0 God! for some new ra y
Of light for guidance on our way ;
Based not on faith, but clearer sight ,
Dispelling these dark clouds of night ;
This doubt, this dread, this trembling fear ;
This thought that mars our blessings here . "

Putting these three facts together leads us to the
conclusion that God would not create man with such
longings unless He has arranged to satisfy them ., by
giving man a revelation . His character of love and
justice is a pledge that He will give such a revelation .

"But," says one of our students, "if God has wis-
dom, power and love, how do you explain that w e
have cyclones, earthquakes, and damaging tida l
waves? " We answer that we should look on these
things as being merely incidental to the preparation
of the earth for a final condition where all these ir-
regularities will give way to perfection and orde r
such as we see in the heavenly realm. Can we ex-
pect that God's revelation will give such an explan-
ation? We can .

THE TORCH OF CIVILIZATIO N
(Lesson 13 )

Text Book : First Volume of Scripture Studies, Page
37 .

Key Sentence : "Its [the Bible ' s] influence for good in
society has been recognized by the greatest states -
men, even though they for the most part have looke d
at it through the various glasses of conflicting creeds ,
which, while upholding the Bible, grievously mis-
represent its teachings ."

Main Text : " What advantage then hath the Jew ?
or what profit is there of circumcision? Much every
way: chiefly because that unto them were committed
the oracles of God . "—Rom. 3 :1, 2 .
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In our text book, we are now opening a new stud y
called "The Bible as a Divine Revelation Viewed in
the Light of Reason ." Why is the Bible referred to
as the torch of civilization and liberty? One explan-
ation is that this carries us back to the time when
there were no artificial lights and it was customary
to head an outdoor procession with someone holdin g
up a large torch which lighted up the way and thu s
became a guide to those who were following. Like-
wise the teachings of the Bible throughout the cen-
turies directly and indirectly have led society to -
wards civilization and liberty .

What did the statesmen and leaders of thought in
all ages think of the Bible? Generally speaking, the y
have all recognized that its influence has been for good .
Did these men have a correct understanding of the
Word of God? No, they looked at it through thei r
creeds, which misrepresented the Bible . For instance ,
one person has a pair of glasses with red lenses.
He turns to Romans 6 :23 and reads "The wages o f
sin is death." Then he puts on his glasses and
this time the text reads as follows : "The wages o f
sin is eternal torment with people shrieking and
groaning as they are chased around by fireproo f
devils, " He then turns to John 3 :16 and reads without
his glasses "God so loved the world that He gave Hi s
only begotten . Son, that whosoever believeth in Him
should not perish, but have everlasting life ." He
puts on his glasses and immediately there ar e
some changes . There suddenly appears after the ex-
pression "whosoever believeth in Him " these word s
"in this life only. " The word "perish " changes t o
"exist for ever in torment. "

The statement is made in our text book that som e
of the friends of the Bible do it more vital injur y
than its foes . Explain how this can be so . They have
misconceptions of the Bible such as the teaching s
of eternal torment, the trinity, death-bed conversion ,
etc ., which they think that the Bible teaches. These
doctrines woefully misrepresent the Word of Go d
and blaspheme His character . Therefore becaus e
they proclaim that the Bible supports these God -
dishonoring teachings they are doing it a positiv e
injury, doubly so because they do it in all good con -
science .

The statement is now made in our text book "Would
that such would awake, re-examine their oracle ,
and put to confusion its enemies by disarming the m
of their weapons . " What is meant by this sentence ?
Those who claim that the Bible is not the Word o f
God, use certain weapons in their warfare agains t
the Bible . Some of these weapons are the claims (I )
that the Bible teaches eternal torment which the y
claim is not reasonable, (2) that the Bible does not
give a reasonable explanation of the permission o f
evil . "Why," say they, "should a God that is lovin g
and powerful permit so much suffering and misery
and injustice to go on in this world? "

If the friends of the Bible could only all awak e
from their sleepy attitude and really search it, the y
would see that this and other false teachings an d
misconceptions of God and His plan are not the rea l
teachings of the precious Book . If they could show
these enemies of the Bible that they were attackin g
only a straw man and not the real doctrines of the
Bible, they would leave them without any weapon s
or arguments to prove their contention that the Bible
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is contradictory and unreasonable and sets up fo r
worship a God of which we should be ashamed .

Why is the Bible here referred to as an oracle ?
In mythology the ancients would go to certain deitie s
or their inspired priests, for counsel and would re-
ceive a reply . This place was called an oracle--the
place where the oral answer was given . As time
went on the word oracle had a wider meaning . Some- -
times it was applied to the deity who gave the mes-
sage . Again it was applied to the priest who was the
mouthpiece of the oral message . The message itself
was also called the oracle . It is interesting to not e
that a certain part of the telephone which gives forth
the oral message by duplicating the sound waves o f
the sender is also called an oracle .

Using the same figure of speech but having the
true God as the giver of the message, we note tha t
His Word is referred to in Romans 3 :2 as " the oracles
of God" and in Acts 7 :38 as the " living oracles . " I t
is interesting also to note Hebrews 5 :12 where the
milk of 'the Word is referred to as "the first princi-
ples of the oracles of God . " As the priests of the
false deity were also called oracles, so the apostl e
tells us who are the priests of the true God to b e
His oracles—His mouthpieces . "If any man speak,
let him speak as the oracles of God . "--1 Pet. 4 :11 .

o	 -

THE AUTHOR AND PRESERVE R

OF THE BIBL E

(Lesson 14 )

Text Book : First Volume of Scripture Studies, Pag e
37, last paragraph, to page 41, first paragraph .

Key Sentence : "Men have endeavored by every
means possible to banish it [the Bible] from the fac e
of the earth: they have hidden it, burned it, made
it a crime punishable with death to have it in pos-
session, and the most bitter and relentless persecu-
tions have been waged against those who had fait h
in it ; but still the book lives . "

Main Text : " If thou seekest her as silver, and search-
est for her as for hid treasures ; then shalt thou under-
stand the fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge o f
God ."—Prov. 2:4, 5 .

What is one of the strongest links in the chai n
of surface evidence to show that the Bible must b e
the Book through which God is giving His revela-
tion to His intelligent creation? That it is the oldest
book in existence . What are the storms of thirty
centuries, which it has outlived? The bitter, relent -
less persecution waged against those who had fait h
in it, as well as all the efforts that have been pu t
forth to banish it from the face of the earth . What
has become of the people who have been so oppose d
to the Bible in the centuries past? Most of them ar e
asleep in death while the Book—the Word of God- -
still survives. Their writings have proved fruitles s
of the destruction intended, but the words of the
Bible are still treasured up in the memories and
thoughts of many people living today .

What is the second link in our chain of surfac e
evidence that the Bible is the Word of God? Its
moral influence which is uniformly good . It has bee n
demonstrated over and over again that those who
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study the Bible and seek to conform their lives t o
it, lead purer and more noble lives as a result . Is i t
not true that other writings on religion and the va-
rious sciences, have done good and uplifted the stu-
dents of such hooks? Yes, but all other book s
combined have failed to be as much of a blessing a s
this one. Has this blessing been only to the rich
and learned? No, the poor and the unlearned hav e
also been benefited by it .

How should the Bible be studied? It should b e
studied with care and thought. Just as you would
not give a school boy a book on algebra and say ,
"Read this," because you know it would have to b e
studied to be understood and appreciated, so th e
Bible is not to be merely read but carefully studied .
The reason for this is given in Isaiah 55 :8, 9 : "For
My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are you r
ways My ways, saith the Lord . For as the heavens
are higher than the earth, so are My ways highe r
than your ways, and 'My thoughts than your thoughts . "
How much effort does it require to understand God' s
plans and purposes? We must bend all our energie s
to this task . In Proverbs 2 :4, we read, "If thou seek-
est her as silver, and searchest for her as for hi d
treasures ; then shalt thou understand the fear of the
Lord, and find the knowledge of God . " This agrees
with the statement in the text book : "The richest
treasures of truth do not always lie on the surface . "

What is the third link in the chain of evidenc e
that the Bible is the Word of God? The fact that
the Bible constantly points for ward and backwar d
to one central character, Jesus Christ. It claims tha t
on this one person God 's plan of salvation is hinged .
Does secular history substantiate the fact that suc h
a person lived and was somewhat noted at the tim e
and place that the Bible says? Yes, it does . It cor-
roborates the story of His crucifixion and His per-
secution by the Jewish priesthood of His day. Did
the writers of the New Testament have first han d
evidence regarding His doctrine and His habits? Yes ,
all except Paul and Luke were personally acquainted
with Him .

The writers of the New Testament supported th e
cause of Jesus . What money or honor or earthly
privileges did they get for doing so? None . There
was no special honor in espousing the cause of on e
put to death by the government as being a crimina l
not fit to live . It could not have been done to gain
favor with the religious leaders because they wer e
the very ones who were most prominent in demand-
ing His death .

If the writers of the New Testament had made u p
their story, would it have been different from wha t
it really is? Yes, because writers inventing thei r
narratives would not have their hero punished with
an ignominious death .

But do not these writers tell how they stood by
their leader in His hour of trial? No, they tell us
that all fled and left Him to suffer and bear Hi s
cross alone . They even confess that they deserted
Him in His time of need . Surely this would be n o
way to write if they were merely seeking honor fo r
themselves by their story .

Suppose we could prove that in some details th e
writers of profane history did not agree with th e
writers of the New Testament . Would this prove that
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they were prompted by impure motives? No, th e
profane history writers might be wrong.

Suppose the writers of the New Testament had
started out with selfish motives . Hoar long would
they have continued when they found that such a
course only meant disgrace and poverty? The y
would not long continue to support the cause of
Jesus .

As we connect all these facts, at what conclusion s
must we of necessity arrive? First, that the motive s
of the New Testament writers must have been pure
and good and that their objectives were "grandly
sublime . " We know that they sacrificed home, rep-
utation, honor and life to help their fellow-men an d
to establish a high standard of Christian character .
Second, that these men were not fanatics. Third ,
being of "sound and reasonable minds" they fur-
nished logical proofs for their faith and hope. Fourth ,
that they lived lives that were consistent with . their
teachings .

THE BIBLE NOT A MANUFACTURE D

HISTORY

(Lesson 15 )

Text Rook: First Volume of Scripture Studies, Page s
41-43 .

Key Sentence : "There is a straightforwardness about
the Bible that stamps it as truth . "

Main Text : "For the time would fail me to tell of
Gideon and of Barak, and of Samson, and of Jeph-
thah; of David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets :
who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought right-
eousness, obtained promises . . . out of weaknes s
were made strong . "—Heb . 11 :32-34 .

What can we say about the men who wrote the
Old Testament? They were men who were note d
for their loyalty to the Lord . Is it not true that the
Bible merely tells about the virtues and good points
of these writers but glosses over their weaknesses
and shortcomings? No, to the surprise of those wh o
think that the Bible was written merely to deceiv e
and overreach people into supporting some partic-
ular religious system, it records with a straight-
forwardness that shows that it must be true, both
the faults and good points of its writers and its heroes .
This is reasonable evidence to show that-the writer s
were conscientious . Take, for instance, the accoun t
concerning David . Although he "was king and hi s
own family succeeded him for generations, nothing
prevented the full details of his misdeeds in respect
to Uriah and his wife . The wrong is as fully expose d
as though the king had been a menial of the lowest
class " (Photo Drama of Creation . )

Note, also, the case of Samson referred to in He -
brews 11 :32 as one of the heroes of faith . Judges 13 -
16 is devoted to the story of Samson---great:, strong ,
good-natured and witty . Does the Bible say any -
thing about his faults? Yes, not only does it recor d
his merits, his strength . his fortitude, his courage, his
patience under affliction, but it also shows his folly ,
his weakness, his vindictiveness and failure .



"But, " says someone, "hour could Samson be a
saint of God? Did his life measure up to the teach-
ings of Jesus?" No doubt Samson possessed meek-
ness, gentleness, patience, long--suffering, brotherl y
kindness and love, in some measure as might an y
natural man; but he was not begotten of the hol y
Spirit, and therefore, was not one of the sons of Go d
in the sense that Jesus and His followers are recog-
nized in the Scriptures . No such standards were set
before the ancient worthies. The secret of thei r
strength of character, by which they endured an d
overcame, resided in their faith in God and Hi s
promises . These ancient worthies fully demonstrate d
their faith and loyalty to God . In the Millennium ,
they will have the necessary experiences to roun d
out their characters in righteousness --in perfectio n
of being .

So far in this chapter, we have been considerin g
the surface evidence that the Bible is the Word o f
God. Now we are going to consider the subject mat -
ter of the Bible . Did the first five books of the New
Testament require any special rev.elation? Generally
speaking, no . They were histories narrating certai n
facts and sayings . Were these facts known to the
writers? Yes, they were merely telling what they
knew. But what part does God play in the writing
of these histories? It is reasonable to suppose first ,
that God would select honest, capable men to be the
writers, and second, that they were brought, throug h
His providence, into contact with the needful facts .

What two general rules are used to show that w e
can depend on the credibility of these historic por-
tions of the Bible? "Good men will not utter false -
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hoods . A pure fountain will not give forth bitte r
waters ." What further evidence is theme of th e
truthfulness of these histories? The fact that thei r
united testimonies are harmonious.

How can we answer the argument of some who ob-
ject to the fact that the Bible records certain fact s
of history which are considered indelicate in ou r
day? A deliverer, called tile Messiah (meanin g
anointed), was promised to be the seed of Abraha m
(Gen. 22 :18), and also a descendant of Judah (Gen .
19 :10) . In order to clearly trace the genealogy o f
this promised Messiah, much of this detail is given .
Take, for instance, Genesis 19 :36-38 . This was writ -
ten to show the origin of the nations of Moab an d
Amnon and their relationship to Abraham and th e
nation of Israel .

Why it is that in Matthew 1, the genealogy of Jesu s
through His foster-father Joseph and in Luke 3 ,
through His mother Mary, is traced to David, Juda h
and Abraham ? For the reason mentioned foregoin g
that the Messiah would be a descendant of these
three.

Does the Bible by recording certain facts deeme d
indelicate nowadays, countenance impurity? No . I t
always reproves it . It always sets up a high standar d
of morality . When the Bible was translated int o
English at the time of King James, were they a s
choice in their expressions as they are today? No ,
they evidently lived in a day less particular in th e
choice of refined expressions than ours . Could no t
the translators have expurgated some of the mor e
indelicate historic accounts? They were too con-
scientious to omit any of the records .

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS
(Continued from page 26)

namely, that the spirit of unity i n
the early Church pertaining to th e
things of God, rendered those early
believers powerful witnesses fo r
the truth . In unity there is strength ,
and doubtless it was the whole -
hearted manner in which the be-
lievers of the early church sup -
ported the inspired apostles in thei r
ministry, which accounted in no
small measure for the "great pow-
er" which they were able to exer-
cise in bearing "witness of the res-
urrection of the Lord Jesus . "

Another thought is also sug-
gested in the lesson, which is -that
the effort to own all things in corn-
mon made available in abundanc e
the necessary resources which en-
abled the apostles to extend th e
ministry to other spiritually hun-
gry heads and hearts. This spiri t
of sacrifice which prompts th e
Christian to give up earthly ad-
vantages in order that his own spir-
itual interests, as well as the spir-
itual interests of others, may be
forwarded, has been characteristic
of all the true footstep followers
of the Master from Jesus ' day until
the present time .

There is no Scriptural authorit y
to indicate that Christians shoul d
be Communistic in the handling
of their material necessities . The
Scriptures do show, however, tha t
it is the Christian 's privilege, a s
an individual, to sacrifice time, tal-
ents, and substance in order tha t
he may be in a position to help to
promote the Gospel of the King-
dom, thus extending spiritual bless-
ings to those who have the hearing
ear. While Christians are not to
be Communists in their relation -
ship to each other, yet they are to
feel a sense of responsibility i n
connection with the needs of the
church, both temporally and spir-
itually. Because of the murmur-
ings that arose in the early church ,
the apostles instructed that specia l
provision should be made by which
the material needs of the group
would he given consideration an d
equitable distribution made to sup -
ply the common need of all .

As a result of these apostolic in-
structions, deacons were nomi-
nated and elected . These were not
elected to serve the church in
spiritual matters, but the fact o f
their election to serve with respec t
to the material things of the con -

gregation did not bar them fro m
the opportunity of hearing witnes s
to the truth, when opportunit y
presented itself .

All consecrated Christians are
anointed by the holy Spirit to pro -
claim the Glad Tidings of the King-
dom as they have or can mak e
opportunity . All should endeavo r
to be faithful in discharging the
responsibilities thus imposed upon
them by the anointing of the Spir-
it . When it comes to regular meet-
ings of the congregation, however ,
all the Lord 's people should rec-
ognize that there is a divine law or
order which should prevail an d
that this arrangement. calls for th e
appointment of elders to serve in
spiritual things and deacons to
serve in material things. An ob-
servance of this order will be a
great blessing to the congregation .

Questions :
Did God authorize the institution o f

Communism in the early church ?

Are Christians to recognize a re-
sponsibility toward each other in both
temporal and spiritual matters ?

Does the fact that one is appointed
to serve as a deacon bar him from the
privilege of bearing witness to th e
truth as he has opportunity?



MEETING THE CHALLENGE T O

CIHRISTAINIT Y

IN GREAT BRITAIN a survey has been made
to determine the effect of the war on religiou s
viewpoints of the people . This survey indicated
that in a surprisingly large number of cases the
hardships of the war have caused a dwindling o f
faith, and in many instances the entire loss o f
faith. In the case of a small percentage of the
devoutly religious, the war has caused an in-
crease of faith. This is probably due to the fac t
that these devout persons are able to see in
world events a fulfilment of the prophecies o f
the Bible, and are thereby assured that despit e
the tribulation of these days, God is still in His
heaven, and that eventually everything will
come out all right .

The view of churchmen generally has bee n
that the world is getting better and better . The
honest among these are now admitting that this
viewpoint is wrong, but what explanation to offe r
is quite another matter . Recently a prominen t
New York Clergyman, speaking over a national
radio chain, apologized for having years ago pub-
licly endorsed M . Coue 's philosophy of life epit-
omized in the slogan, "Every day, and in every
way I 'm getting better and better . " This clergy-
man explained that he tried to apply this idea to
world affairs, and to imagine that mankind was
evolving to ever higher levels of civilization and
righteousness . But now, he explained, he real-
izes that the world is not getting better . He real-
izes that an explanation must be found for th e
present debacle of human selfishness, if we are
to maintain our faith in God and in the Bible .
He suggested that all Christians pray earnestly
for light and guidance .

Thousands, no doubt, throughout the worl d
are seeking an answer to the compelling logic o f
present-day events . If we are to maintain ou r
faith in the Bible, we must be able to see that its
testimony agrees with all known facts, including
the very tragic facts confronting the plagued an d
weary world today . We must also be able to find
in the Bible a satisfying explanation of what wil l

be the outcome of the world 's present trouble .
If the Bible is to be to us the solace that it shoul d
be, we must be able to find in it the answer to al l
the puzzling questions which human wisdom alone

is unable to answer. If the Bible can fill this need ,
it will prove itself to be indeed the Word of God .

We believe that the Bible does just this, and
together with others throughout the world, w e
are glad to spend our all, of time, means, and
strength, in order that its hope-inspiring message
may be put within reach of those who are seeking
a light that will dispel from their hearts and
minds the foreboding darkness now hoverin g
over a distracted world .

The traditional misconceptions of the Bible ' s
teachings, which have come down to us from the
middle ages, are hindering many from under -
standing the simple and reasonable truths which
it contains. Supposing that these superstitious
vagaries are taught in the Bible, many are in-
clined to feel that the Book of books is suitable
only for children and others who are not con-
cerned with reason and facts . This is a mistake .
The Bible does not support superstition. Its teach-
ings are reasonable and harmonious—and satis-
fying .

There is misunderstanding of the Bible 's teach-
ings on such subjects as the end of the world ; the
soul; hell ; purgatory; the judgment day ; the sec-
ond coming of Christ, etc . It is important that
these topics be examined in the light of what th e
Bible actually teaches . An examination of what
the prophecies set forth concerning the end o f
the world and the second coming of Christ reveals
the true answer to what is happening among th e
nations today . As one after another of the Bible's
doctrines is examined in the light of its own
interpretation, the whole Book takes on a grand
and blessed meaning, giving us courage to face
the perplexing problems of the present, and a liv-
ing faith in God 's new world of tomorrow .

To the extent that this inspiration has already
brightened your life, you have the privilege of
sharing your blessings with others . Your own
joy in the truth will be enhanced whenever yo u
endeavor to make it known to others . We can al l
communicate the message to others in one way o r
another . We can personally witness to our friend s
and relatives; we can also pass the message on in
printed form. Moreover, there is the opportunit y
of co-operating in the broadcasting by radio th e
good news that the divine Kingdom is near a t
hand .

When in the lives of so many, faith and hope
give way under the impact of a crumbling world,
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think what it means to you to be firmly estab-
lished in the reasonable, soul-satisfying truths of
God 's Word, and to be able to give a reason to
others for the hope that is your daily inspiration
and joy! Think, then, of what this same hope
may mean to others, and that you have the op-
portunity of helping to bring it to them! B y
means of the radio alone, many are now bein g
given a better understanding of the Bible, whic h
to them gives meaning to our times, and assure s
them that God has a plan for the future. The fol-
lowing sample letters bear testimony to this fact :

My dear Frank and Ernest : I wish to take this op-
portunity to endeavor to express in some way ho w
appreciative I really am to have had the opportunit y
of meeting you . I only know you through the medi a
of radio and letters, but I certainly feel as though
you are among my best friends. I wanted to write
such a letter for some time, but as I am away t o
school I find my time very much occupied . . . . I am
certainly pleased to report I have been exceedingl y
enlightened by "The Divine Plan of the Ages . " By
the time you receive this letter I will have 'read th e
First Volume through for the second time .

It is my anxious desire to own the whole set o f
"Studies in the Scriptu r es," as soon as possible . I
am wondering if it would please you to send me each
Volume as it is ready for mailing . If the used copie s
you wrote about are the same as the reprinted ones ,
they certainly would be satisfactory to me. All I
am interested in is the truth and I assure you tha t
I'm quite confident that the succeeding Volumes wil l
be treasured by me just as was the first book .

I am happy in the Lord and I can easily understan d
your enjoyment in His service . May I hear from yo u
real soon, and until that time I again wish you whole-
hearted good wishes and success in your endeavors .
Very sincerely, W. B., N. J . '

Dear Sirs : I received the little books that you sen t
me, and I am proud that I wrote to you for them .
They are of so much help to me in reading the Bible .
Now I begin to understand the Bible more and more ,
since I have received these little books. Thank you
so much for them. You mentioned over the radio
last Sunday about another little hook . I am asking
you to mail it to me, please . I am sending you twelve
cents in postage stamps . I am sure that we are livin g
in the last days, J . H. G., Mo .

Dear Sirs : I listen with great pleasure to you r
broadcasts each Sunday morning . I can truly say that
you have helped me as well as a number of my mem-
bers. Will you do me the kindness to send me th e
following : One copy of God and Reason, Hope Be-
yond the Grave, Christ Has Returned, The Trut h
About Hell, and The Judgment Day . Twenty cents
is enclosed for Evolutionists at the Crossroads . Yours
truly, Rev . S. W., Miss .

Dear Sirs : I enclose one dollar to help pay for th e
booklets you offered on the radio, saying that you
would send them free of charge . These are, God and
Reason, and Hope Beyond the Grave . If you have
others that are helpful, will you please send them t o
me. I'll send you some more money soon as I can

in order to help you with your broadcasting . You
are surely doing a wonderful work . Sincerely your s
in Christ, E . L., Conn .

Dear Sirs : I hear you each Sunday morning . I
highly prize the information you are broadcasting . I
consider your explanations very valuable and I wan t
all the booklets you can spare . I have God and Rea -
son, Hope Beyond the Grave and The Truth About
Hell . I will tell others, so please send me all you
can, and especially about restitution. Rev. W. W. W . ,
Tenn .

Dear Sirs : Enclosed find one dollar for subscrip-
tion for THE DAWN. I enjoy and benefit by you r
Sunday morning radio discussions, and take this op-
portunity to thank you. Will you kindly send me
last Sunday 's talk, if it is not too late . I should like
also to have a few pamphlets for half a dozen friends .
We are beginners, but have the urge to pass alon g
the benefits received . Thank you and may God bles s
you . Sincerely yours, F . L., Conn .

Dear Frank and Ernest : I have been tuning in on
your program since it began and I am very much in-
terested in it . I would like very much to have you r
book entitled God and Reason . I am a great lover
of Jehovah God and His Word, the Bible . I long t o
see His Kingdom established here on earth as I be-
lieve it is the only hope for the people in this dark
hour . P. L., Ohio .

PRE-MEMORIAL CONVENTIO N
The Wilmington, Del ., Ecclesia's Pre-Memorial Con-

vention will be held April 5 and 6 . The morning an d
afternoon sessions of the Convention on Saturda y
will be held in Jr . O, U . A . M. Hall, 907 Tatnall Street ,
while the evening meeting will be held in the Sev-
enth Day Advent Church, 11th and Adams Streets .
The sessions on Sunday will be held in the Od d
Fellows Auditorium, 10th and King Streets . The
Convention which opens at 9 :30 on Saturday morn-
ing, will conclude Sunday, with a meeting for the
public at three o ' clock. An interesting program ha s
been arranged and the Wilmington brethren ar e
confident a rich blessing is in store for all who ar e
able to attend .

Accomodations can be secured in the neighborhoo d
at an average of one dollar a person . Meals can b e
secured in the immediate neighborhood at severa l
new and very fine lunch rooms which have opene d
during the year within two blocks of the Halls .

Provision has been made for an immersion service ,
and any desiring to symbolize, should advise the Clas s
Secretary in advance . Further information regard-
ing the Convention may be obtained from the Class
Secretary, Mrs . Peter Kolliman, 404 W. 31st Street ,
Wilmington, Del .

GENERAL CONVENTION S

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN ., May 30, 31, June 1 . The
Minneapolis Young People ' s Bible Class and th e
Polish Bible Class are arranging for a joint Con-
vention to be held over the Decoration Day period .
All meetings will be held in Dovre Hall, 2337 Centra l
Ave ., N . E., and arrangements have been made to hold
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joint and separate sessions . Accommodations will b e
had in homes of various friends . For further infor-
mation address the Secetary, Miss Helen Lesney, 112 0
University Avenue, N . E., Minneapolis, Minn .

CINCINNATI, OHIO, May 31, June 1 . Arrange-
ments are being made to hold a two-day Convention
in Cincinnati, Ohio, in the Y . W. C. A ., 9th and Wal-
nut Streets, and the co-operation of the brethren i n
the area is requested .

For further in formation, address the Class Secre-
tary . Mrs . W. N. Poe, 2128 New Linden Road, South-
gate, Newport, Kentucky .

PIQUA, OHIO, June 21, 22 . The friends in Piqua ,
are planning a Convention for these dates, an d
further information will appear in the May DAWN .
	 0	

ONE DAY CONVENTION S
GROTON, CONN ., April 20. The Junior Bibl e

Students of Groton will hold a Convention in th e
Colonel Ledyard School . The brethren extend a
cordial invitation to join with them in the fellowship .

JERSEY CITY, N . J., April 27th. All meetings to
be held in Lawyers ' Building, Bergen Square .

TEMPLE, PA ., (R. F. D . 1, three miles from Read-
ing) July 6—Residence of Wellington F . Redcay, on
Pricetown Road (all concrete), running Northeas t
from Reading at 13th and Spring Streets, three miles
beyond city limits, near Webber's Hotel . Sponsore d
by the Reading Ecclesia .
	 0	

SUMMER CONVENTION S
We take this opportunity to remind the friends

throughout the country of the approaching General
Conventions for the summer season . Conventions al -
ready definitely decided upon, and of which we hav e
received information, are Los Angeles, 4th of July
week-end ; Detroit, Mich ., 4th of July week-end ;
Chautauqua, Ohio, August 4 :10 ; Seattle, Wash ., and
Brooklyn, N . Y., Labor Day week-end .
	 0	

THE MEMORIAL, 194 1
The Memorial date this year, according to the bes t

of our ability, is Thursday evening, April 10 . The
14th day of Nisan falls on Friday, the 11th, but ac -
cording to Jewish reckoning this day begins at sun -
down the night before .
	 0	

EXTRA COPIES OF THIS ISSU E
We have printed a considerable number of extr a

copies of this issue, making slight changes in the ex-
tra copies in order to increase their effectiveness fo r
general distribution . These changes are : The re-
moval of the date and designating it the "Voice of
Tomorrow" edition. Removal of the dated Sunda y
school and weekly Berean lessons, and substitutin g
in their places two radio dialogs . Other material
will also be inserted in the place of the speakers '
appointments and convention announcements . With
these changes they should be suitable for general
distribution for some time to come .

Extra copies already ordered are being shipped
separately. All the friends are invited to order what-
ever number of the "Voice of Tomorrow" edition
they feel they can use. The price is fifteen for $1 .00 ,
one hundred for $6 .00 .

3 3

Voice of Tomorrow Radio Program s
Every Sunday at the Hour Listed

KVOA, 1290 kc ., Tucson, Ariz ., 9 :45 A . M .

KPHO, 1230 kc ., Phoenix, Ariz ., 9 :45 A . M .

KRE, 1400 kc ., Berkeley, Calif ., 9 :05 A . M .

KFWB, 980 Icc ., Los Angeles, Calif . . 1 :30 P . M .

WJJD, 1160 kc ., Chicago, Ill ., 9 :30 A. M .

WGRC, 1370 Ice ., Louisville . Ky ., 9 :00 A . M .

WSMB, 1350 kc ., Nev Orleans, La., 9 :30 A. M .

WCBM, 1400 kc., Baltimore, Md ., 9 :15 A . M .

WHDH, 850 Icc ., Boston. Mass ., 8 :30 A. M .

WJBK, 1490 kc ., Detroit, Mich ., 8 :30 A. M .

WKLO, 590 kc ., Kalamazoo, Mich ., 7 :45 A. M .

WDMJ 1340 kc ., Marquette, Mich ., 10 :15 A. M .

WMBH, 1450 kc ., Joplin, Mo ., 8 :15 A. M .

KXOK, 630 kc ., St. Louis, Mo., 10 :00 A . M .

WMCA, 570 kc ., New York, N . Y ., 9 :30 A. M .

WCPO, 1230 kc ., Cincinnati, Ohio, 10 :15 A. M .

WHKC, 640 Ice ., Columbus, Ohio, 9 :30 A. M .

WI-HO, 1290 kc ., Dayton, Ohio, 12 :30 P . M .

WIP, 610 kc ., Philadelphia, Pa., 9 :30 A. M .

KQV, 1410 kc ., Pittsburgh, Pa ., 9 :15 A . M .

WREC, 600 Icc ., Memphis, Tenn., 8 :15 A. M.

WOAI, 1200 Ice ., San Antonio, Texas, 8 :30 A . M .

KJR, 1000 Icc ., Seattle, Wash., 8 :45 A . M .

CKMO, Vancouver, B . C., Canada, 5 :45 P . M .

VOCM, St . John's, Newfoundland, 5 :00 P. M .

POLISH RADIO PROGRAM S

WJBK, 1490 kc ., Detroit, Mich ., 8 :45 A . M .

WHOM, 1480 kc ., Jersey City, N. J ., 12:30 P . M .

SCRIPTURE TEXT GREETING CARD S

For Every Day Us e

Twelve Beautiful Cards in a Box—50 Cent s

Each box contains : 6 Birthday Cards ;
2 Get Well Cards ; 2 Sympathy Cards ; 1
Appreciation Card ; 1 Congratulation Card .

These cards should fill a need for those who hav e
wished for beautiful, Scripture Texts cards, for spe-
cial and general use . An enevlope is included for
each card . The price of 50 cents a box of one dozen
includes postage .

THE DAW N

136 Fulton Street

	

Brooklyn, N . Y .
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