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CONVENTION ANNOUNCEMENTS

Madison, Ind., Sept, 16—A one-day convention
will be held in Madison, Ind., Sunday, September 16
at the Kiwanis Community Building, corner of Vine
and TFirst Streets. A public meeting will be held at
3 P. M. Address C. W. Towry, 115 East Street.

Reading, Pa., Sept. 23 —This convention will
be held.at City Hall Auditorium, 8th and Washington
Streets.  Scrvices hexin at 9.30 A. M. A public
lecture will be given at 3 P. M. All Bible Students
are invited; to come and take part.

Riverton, N. J., Sept. 23—A convention will
be} held at Riverton on Septemher 23rd and one
weelk previous (September 16th) a public meeting
will be held at the same place. For information write
to Brother W. D. Haenger, 187 Tiber Street, Phila-
delphia, Pa.

Phillipston, Mass. Sept. 30—The friends at
Orange, Mass., are arranging for a convention at
Phillipston, Mass., Sunday, Sept. 30th. The services
will be held at Town Hall heginning at 10.30 A. M.
A public meeting will be held at 3 P. M. Write to
Brother A. H. Sherwin, Orange, Mass., for full
information,

Allentown, Pa., Sept, 30—The friends will hold

a convention at Allentown on Sept. 30th. Services
will begin in the morning and a public meeting will

lbe lield in the afternoon at 3 o'clock. For information
address Brother Williamn E. Seitz, 721 Union Strect,
Allentown, Pa.

Washington, D. C., Oct. 6-7—The Washing-

- ton, D. C,, friends announce a two-dlay convention

on Saturday and Sunday, October 6th and 7th. For
information address Drother Chester E. Stiles, 3718
Brandywine Street, North West, Washington, D. C.

Ckhicago, Ill,, Oct. 7—The Chicago Bible Stud-
ents witl hold a convention in their Auditorium, 910
LaSalle Street on Sunday, the 7th of October, There
is plenty of free parking space nearby and a dining
hall in the building. Milk, coffee, and tea are served
for mll.  Friends imtending to visit the world’s fair
will find this a good opportunity to- attend the con-
vention.

Pittsburgh, Pa., Oct. 26-27-28—The Annual
Covention will be held in Pittshurgh on Friday, Sat-
urday and Sunday, Octcber 26, 27, and 28, and a
profitable season of fellowship is anticipated. Further
details will appear in he October issue of THE Daww.
For full information address Brother J. C. Jordan,
247 Greenwood Avenue, Pitishurgh, Pa.

OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS

The services of Brother C. F. Bridges for public
and ‘private meetings will he available during the
month of * September in the peninsula between the
Delaware and Chesapeake Bays. Address Peter
Kolliman, 404 West 31st Strect, Wilmington, Del.

The services’ of Dbrethren well established in the
truth can be had within reasonable distance of Los
Angeles, Cal. Classes wishing to arrange for either
public or private meetings may wifite to the!secretary
of the Los Angeles class. Address Brother A. W.
Abrahamson, 2432446 Rimpau Boulevard. The I.os
Angeles class also announce a radio program every
Wednesday mworning, at 845 o'clock over station
KFVA.

Tur Dawx in the Hungarian language will he
sent to all parts of the world. Subscription price is
$1.00 per year. Sample copy will be sent free.
Address Pete Hazy, Perryopolis, Pa.

“Tue Prax ofF Gop—IN Brier” is now published
in the'Swedish language for the lienefit of the Lord’s
people.  Daper binding, with good, clear type. Price
20 cents a copy. Address: Bible Students Committee,
Letchworth,! Hertz, England,

The tract “The Day of Jehovah” is now ready.
Copies may be obtained for free distribution.

The article appearing on page 13 of this issue of
Tue Dawx, will be published in a 32-page booklet
which will take the place of the special issue of THE
Dawx containing a discussion of this subject.
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The feasons

] EPTEMBIZR is the month that in many sec-
ticns of tihe country says good-bye to sum-
mer aml points to the beauteous tints and to
the fruitage of amtumn. gThere is always a
suggestion of sadness in seeing the summer go, for
we remember how it has hrought us great cheer hy
ite verdancy, its glorious floral wealth, its song chor-
uses, and jts wanm, fragrant zephyrs. DBut autumn
is also a season of recurring gladness. It gives a
thrill to the heart to see “the tumbled pippins burn
like embers in the orichard’s lap of tangled grass and
fern,” and to realize that nature has copiously pre-
pared for “he appribaching winter,

The Bible assures us that the natural seasons will
continue indefinitely. Yet we do not hbelieve that
there will be the extremes of heat and cold on the
earth—such as is experfenced now in many places—-—
when the Kingdor of God is established. Just what
will come to pass regarding the regulation of heat
and cold in the age of Christ, we are not told ; except
that “nothing will hurt nor destroy in all God’s holy
mountain.”

The world’s summer time of blessing lies in the
future. . It will be a period when the cold storms of
selfishness will cease to rage, and when the flowers
of love and peace will spring up continually in human
hearts. The great Sun of Righteousness will not
then be ohscured, but will shine forth in all His
glory. As we view the prospect of suich a glorious
““summer” for mankind, we can sing:

“There peace shall wave her scepire high,
And Igve’s fair banner greet the eye,
Proclaiming victory.

Oh, hail, happy day!”

World Power

WERE WE TO ASK the question, Where is world
power today? Some might say, “Why 1t’s m the hands
of the people!” Others may shout, “Look to the Dic-
tators. They hold the balance of power.”

Yes, look to the Dictators! Mussolini in TItaly,
Hitler in Germany, Stalin in Russia, Pilsudski in
Poland, Horthy in Hungarv, Alexander in Jugo-
slavia, Sha Riza Khan Pahlevi in Rersia, Kemal
Pascha in Turkey, Chiang Kaishek in China. Not
many mien zre these, but they are the bnes to whom
millions today are locking for the solution of our
industrial, social and political problems. Indeed all
the power exercised by the dynasties of old has come
down to these men. What are they doing with 1t?
And what will they do with it in the near future?
Hearst's International-Cosmopolitan says:

“Confronted with economic ailments, dictators do a credit-
shle job of erasing symptoms, without curing the disease.
They can magnify small achievements to loock big as mcunt-
ains, because no one has the right to wcall them liars. In-
fallible schemes and sysiems remain infallible only so long
as it 4s a capital crime te question them aloud.

“The chief trouble with the miagic formulas is that they
do no work. The basic causes of tHe world-wide distress
are economic, not political, and the men-on-horseback are
as completely stumped as the men on foot. In their impetu-
osity and unbridled strength they are merely pushing the
world mare rapidly %o the brink of an abyss called war, at
the bottom of which is Chaos.”

Are the world’s dictators the “ten kings, which
have recdeived no kingdom as yet, but teceive power
as kings one' hour with the Beast?” (Rev. 17:12)
And are the “four winds” of Rev. 7:1 such forces
as Socialism, Communism, Fascism, and Anarchism?
In any case the time is fast drawing near when world
power will be taken away from those now exercising
it. Their expulsion from office will be by greater
forces than they themselves can employ, and their
forcible exit already beginning, is pictured by a
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“stonie cut out of a mountain without hands” (Dan.
2:34), striking the image on its feet, which is to be
blown away like chaff before the wind; and the stone
(divine Kingdom) is to become a great mountain
(kingdom), eventually filling the whole earth (verse
35).

A wery significant expression is found in verse 44
of this chapter—“And the Kingdom .(the divine re-
gime) shall not be left to other people (as the vari-
ous powers and forms of human government have
been handed down fdom one people to another, so
that all such power is today represented in dictators
and other potentates), but it shall break in pieces and
consume all these (present) kingdoms, and it shall
stand forever.” S

Then it will come to pass that He who is the
“Lord of lords and King of kings” will control all
power and hold it in His hands. However, He will
also wse human beings, appointing certain ones (faith-
ful prophets and patriarchs of Israet, then raised up
from the dead) to be His princes in all the earth.
(Psa. 45:16). These He will be able to fully trust,
but He Himself will be the earth’s great, glorious,
peace-giving, joy-giving and life-giving Dictator,
wrose rule is to lift up the world to everlasting hap-
piness and blessing.

Is The Denominaticnal Church Passing?

IS THE DENOMINATIONAL CHURCH going
down hill and out of date? It certainly looks as
though something farreaching is taking place in con-
mection with? its welfare, andd suggestive of its early
demise. .

In Oberlin, Ohio, recently the gqestion was raised,
“What is the matter with the church?”  This was
put hefore the Grand Council of the Congregational
and Christian churches. Mr. Roger Babson, econ-
omiét, presentecl statistics showing that Congrega-
tional churches are 70 per cent less attended than
four} yvears ago. He also said that 58 per cent of the
members of the churches were not supporting the
churclies either through personal attendance or ac-
tive encouragement. It was said at the conference
that but one Protestant in ten goes to church ser-
vices today in this country.

The foregoing statement holds out rather a poor
prospect for Priotestantism. Dr: Babson thinks that
the cure for the illness is to give the people sermons
that are vitalized, and that “each church develop a
definite spiritual and intellectual goal.” That is the
vpinion of g learned man, but we believe it will take
mjore than this to cure the patient now.

Because the church systems have not put truth
before all other considerations, God is no longer
using them to be the mouthpieces of His truth.
They have had the advantage of wealth, learning,
talent and other things. For the last fifty years they
ail should have been proclaiming the proximity of
the Kingdom of God and telling the people of the
glorious age of Restitution which is to follow the
dark night of trcuble that the Bible said is tp come
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upon the earth. But have they been doing- this?
By no means! Their creeds today continue to be
the creeds of the Dark Ages. Their exponents have
not honored God by declaring the truths of His word
which contradict those creeds. The churches have
been turned largely into mere social institutions,
which have not reflected the teachings of Jesus and
His Apostles. What can be done with them? The
anspver is that thiey. are peyond hope. - Including
them all in the term “Babylon,” the Lord says,
“Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen Come
out of her my people, that ye be not partakers of her
sins and that ye receive not of her plagues.”—Rev.
18:4.

God’s own true church, however, is in no danger
of falling; for the prophet wrote, “God is in the
midst of her, she shall not be moved. God shall
help her, and that right early.”- The true church
stands in the midst of the world, unrecognized by
men, but beautiful in the sight of God. Her mem-
bers are said to be standing on “a sea of glass
mingled with fire.” (Rev. 15) The world’s affairs
are to them transparent like “glass,” for they can see
right through them and understand them in the light
of Scriptural prophecy. They also can behold the
“fire” of the coming strife of social elements, that
shall wipe corrupt and unsatisfactory systems from
off the face of the earth.

Rays That Immunize

WHAT NEXT will they do with energy rays? It
our scientists could use them to convert non-edible
things into edibles, it would make the affairs of life
a great deal easier for the majority of people. May-
be that eventually will be done. But just now the
idea of Nikola Tesla, the inventor, is to guard our
national frontiers by means of invisible rays. Just
think of it! A great fence thousands of feet high
all around a wcountry, rendering it impervious to
military attack!

The inventor is entirely serious. about the matter.
He actually claims to have some of the rays, not in
his pocket but in his laboratory.  The material
elements of these rays are dust particles, microscop-
ically fine. These are to be driven electiically in
great “curtains” cach of which would be a hundred
miles in length and several miles high. Mr. Tesia
says that ten thousand airplanes flying into one of
these curtains would he destroyed to the last machine.
This would be a most potent way of saying, “Keep
off the grass.” It would make an air fleet hesitate
to encriohch on another’s territory.

But just think how muoch better it would be if all
icountries had a curtain of Jlove around their borders,
instead of something to destroy. Such a protection
would make war impossible. If love is the greatest
power in the universe, as is generally admitted, then
it shoutd be applied to solve the problems of human-
ity. Men have harnessed electricity and other natural
forces. Why not now harness love? There is plenty
of this element, for it can be created at will. Let it
be utilized and focused ion the world’s situation, and
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see how soon there will be a giheat and wonderous
change for the better. That such will take place

eventually there is no question, for the Bible clearly

predicts it; but God will reveal the strong arm ci
His powver, before the banner of love and peace will
he unfurled. He will teach men the lesson that there
is no safety in policies of selfishness and greed.

The one person on earth who is thoroughly pro-
tected is the Christian. ‘The eternal God is his re-
fuge, and round about him are the everlasting arms.”
Speaking to us the prophet says: “He shall cover
thee with his feathers, and umder His wings shalt
thou trust: His truth shall be thy shield and buckler.
Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night nor
for the arrow °that flicth by day; nor for the pesti-
lence that walketlh in darkness; nor for the destruc-
tion that wasteth at noonday. A thousand shall
fall at thy side and ten thousand at thy right hand,
but it shal] not cpme nigh thee. Because thou hast
made the Lord, which is my refuge, even the most
High, thy habitation; there shall no evil befall thee,
neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling. For
He shall give His angels charge over thee, to keep
thee in all thy ways. They shall bear thee up in
their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone.”
+~-Psalm 91.

In this wonderful passage of the Scriptures the
psalmist reveals the mighty power that immunizes
the Christian from. all danger. But even the Christ-
dan is not now immune from physical trouble. Jesus,
the Head of the Christian church, was subjected to
physical suffering and .was finally put to death by
His enemies; and “It is enough that the servant is
as lis Master.” God’s protection over HHis people
today is the protection of the Truth—"His Truth
shall be thy shield and buckler.”
tion against the many sophistries of Satan by
which he now, as never before, seeks to draw the
true disciples away from God and His service.

Will The New Rays End War?

DR. TESLA THINKS that his mighty rays will be
a means cof putting an end to war. [t is strange how
this delusion persists in the minds of ctherwise clev-
er men. He says that a proper equipment on national
boundaries would render invasion impossible. Shoot-
ing the ray for hundreds of miles would wipe out
approachmg armies in an instant, bring down fleets
of airplanes, and reniwve all life from approaching
warships. This seems wonderful indeed, if' true;
but it wouldn’t he long hefore some way would Le
found to overconie these protective rays, thus per-
mitting the war business to continue,

No death ray will remove the possibility of war,
though the possibility is that such rays will be used
in the nexlt war. = At any rate we know that all the
Scripturé prophecies must be fulfilled. The Lord, in
describing the last great cataclysm of destruction,
says: “I will call for a swond upon all the inhabit-
ants of the earth The Lord shall roar from
on high, and utter His voice from His holy habita-
tien; He shall mightly roar upon His habitation .

This is a protec-.
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Beho'd, evil shall go forth from nation to nation,
and a great whirlwind shall be raised up from the
doasts of the earth. And the slain. of the Lord shall
be at that day from one end of the earth even to the
other end of the earth. They shall not be lamented,
neither gathered nor buried; they shall be dung upon
the ground.”—]Jer. 25:30-33.

Thus the Scriptures seem to indicate that in the
approzching conflict of Armageddon there will be
fearful destruction of life. Perhaps that is where the
death ray will get in lits work. Also, it may be the
means «f shortenmw the period of strife; for Jesus
said: “Except the days be shortened, no flesh will
he saved; but for the ‘elect’s sake the days will be
s‘h:ortened.” Just how the Tord will shorten them.
the Bihle does not say; hut as God generally uses
natural means in dealing with earth’s affairs, He may
use natural means to accomplish this purpose.

Christianity—Real and False

DR. CHARLES CLAYTON MORRISON, editor
of the Christian Century, recently addgessed a dis-
tinguished assemblage of ministers at the University
of Chicago. He told these hundreds of preachers
that they were preaching a ‘“religion of the vest
pocket,” and his somewhat startling manner of set-
ting forth facts caused amazement to be depicted on
the, faces of many of those present. We quote the
doctor as follows:

“You do not expect such results, and though your preach-
ing declares that you do, you do not believe it. Your prac-
tice makes no such demands. You receive adult members
into your churches with almost the same casualness as
Jommg a Masonic lodge. This means that we are not preach-
ing living truth, but a stereotype; It is comjing home to
us that secular society as now organized demands men's
souls faster than evangelical Christianity can. save them.
Christianity has been a kind of house pet in courts of ini-
perial power, in palaces of princes, and in the director's
recoms of Big Business.”

Did Dr. Morrison mean Christianity, or merely
that which is called Christianity? The Christianity
that the Apostle Paul preached, and which he ex-
emplified and for which he gave his life, is the grand-
est thing in the world. Jesus said that when the
hireling saw the wolf coming, he would run away,
because he was a hireling and did not care for the
sheep. He is a snepherd in name only Likewise
there is the man who is a Christian in name only,
and who is out for the emoluments he can derive from
his husiness of being a Christian.

We are now living ina time when the great sea_rd -
light of truth is being' turned on these matters, and
people are seeing through the dam1flage——with.the
result that they are staying away from the church
and going to the parks and theatres instead. Uuder
the searching judgments of God only the genuine
will stand, and all counterfeit things will go down
in overthrow. It is indeed a timwe for all to examine
themselves, and to.see just what are their prospects
of weathering the stormy seas of the ending age-—-
that is, all who have named the name of Christ.
These may well ask themselves, “Is my anchor of
faith strong and firm, and will it hold?”
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WAS ADAM A MAN-WOMAN ?

(What Wil Man Be Like In the Resurrection P—Part 3)

A VV}

ik i

E STILL seek an answer to the vitally human
question: When mankind is fully restored
to his “lost estate” in the millennium, will

= cach individual member of the restituted
race be like Adam was before Eve was created?

Will men He sexless, or bi-sexual, or will they con-
tinue to be differeatiated into male and female, re-
sulting in a world filled ultimately with perfect man-
hood and perfect womanhood?

Last month we discussed briefly the human
“Fission Theory” which has been revived by somne
writers in recent years, and which holds that it was
the originat intention of the Creator that mankind
was to multiply by “fission,” as in the case of Eve;
rather than by begettal, gestation and birth. Those
who hold this theory naturally insist that Adam was
bi-sexual, and that this represents the ultimate goal
for all humanity; and that Eve, even before she
sirtned, was an immature human kreature—who
uitimately, however, would have developed into a
bi-sexual being like Adam, had she not transgressed.

The “Vestigial’” Organs .

Adherents to the “fission” theory say that every
human being, whether male or female, is to some
extent potentially bi-sexual, and that each of ws
betray our dormant attributes in our character from
time to time. It is also noted thal physiologically
each sex possesses certain so-called rudimentary or
“vestigial” remnants of the organs of the opposite
sex. For example, men have rudimentary mammary
glands; and it is claimed that under extraordinary
circumstances these may be developed so as to he
capable of nursing infants. Women have incipient
beards, which it is said may be cultivated into true
beards, etc. 3

Furthermore, the human embryo, during the first
two months of its development, is said not to be
differentiated into either sex; and occasionally a child

is born thiat is a bi-sexual “variant,” neither true-

male nor true female. But surely this unhappy type
of creature cannot be regarded as bordering on the
ultimate grand goal of restored humanity; rather it
is generally and properly classed as an unfortunate
“freak of nature.” ,

But admitting the foregoing and ether labored ar-
-guments for human bi-sexuality, based on what is
claimed to be otherwise “inexplicable phenomena”
in the realms of hiology and embryology, we never-

- the very bottom of the zoological scale?

theless are at once confronted with a wvery evident
flaw in the reasoning; because these same biological
phenomena which we are told make plausable the
theory of man's original bi-sexuality, applies with
equal force to all the mammalia—fto the horse, the
ox, the goat, and even to the dog and hog—as well
as to humanity. All these animals have ‘vestigial
remnants” of organs of the opposite sex, even as
does man. But no one has suggested that these
lower animals once were hi-sexual, and were in-
tended to reproduce by fission, or that they are to
be ultimately resurrected and restored and made into
bi-sexual creatures eventually. Why appty the fore-
going arguments for bi-sexuality to the case of man
alone, and ignore it in the case of all other mammal
creatures’ '

Furthermore, if bi-sexuality represents original
perfection of human organism, does it not seem rath-
er strange that sex-differentiation should character-
ize all the higher, complex and specialized organisms
of the animal kingdom, while asexuality (lack of sex-
distinction) is found only among the lower creatures
—minute, simple forms like the amoeba, down near
Would it
not seem paradoxical if Adam, the crowning glory
of all terrestial areaticn, were equipped with only such
means of multiplication as characterizes the lowest
invertebrates? Suvely the first human pair were
possessed with orzans for begettal and gestation,
otherwise Cain and other children never could have
been born to them? Why were these organs given
to Adam and Eve, if they were never intended to
serve any useful purpose?

Argument Against Future Sex-Differentiation

The “Fission” theorists say that the race when re-
stored will not be differentiated into sexes, for the
reason that there will be no need for it—inasmuch as
the earth then will be fully peopled, and' reproduction
will havie to cease. But if bi-seruelity is the goal ta
which mankind will achieve (as they claim), why
would not the same objection arise—since, according
to these theorists, a bi-sexual creature like Adam is
fully capable of reproducing his kind by “fission”!

Now, after all, reproduction is reproduction, wheth-
er it be accomplished by muating, by fission, or by any
othier means. Hence, if we say that sex differentia-
tion will not exist in the restored earth; because such
distinctions will not be needed for reproductive pur-
poses, would' it not be equally logical to say that hi-
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sexuality (such ag Adam is claimed to have pos-
sessed) likewise will not be permitted in the new
Eden, because that toc might lead us to useless re-
production by ‘“‘fission”?

This theory that Adam originally was a bi-sexual
hermaphrodite or “man-woman” 1s by no means
modern. It was common to various pagan veligions
of antiquity, and is also found in the Jewish Talmud.
The writers of the Talmud adopted it from the Theo-
phites, an ancient Gnostiq sect.
thus far advarded in its behalf do not seem very con-
vincing when analyzed. And, reasoning humanly,
itl also seems that a bi-sexual individual, even in the
New Eden, would be somewhat of an anomaly.

Will Woman Remain Physically Inferior?

Shall we deduce from this, then, that sex con-
trast is to be forever an inevitable necessity among
mankind? If so, would not this imply injustice to
womtankind, whose obvious congenital inferiority to
the male in certain respects seems to have been im-
posed upon her by nature solely for reproductive
purposes and the preservation of the species? Wom-*
ankind in general seems to have been stunted in some
of her attributes in order, that she may become over-
develcped along other lines, that thereby she may be
_ better equipped to devoté her main energies to
nourishing the life-spark and rearing the young.

Now if reproduction of the species will cease in
the millennium, as inevitably it must, is womanhood
to continue forever to be inferior to manhood in some
respects—stultified, incomplete in some attributes,
overdeveloped in others—even after the procreative
purpose for such maternal specialization has ceased
to exist? Such a concept would seem to deny a just
and rational purpose behind the divine plan. Hence
it would appear that if any sort of sex differentiation
is to he continued in the New Eden it must be unlike
the seemingly inequitable contrasts that now prevail

This, however, brings us back to our initial query:
Will resurregted mankind know nothing about sex-
distinctions, and -return to the pristine innocence nf
childhood so far as such matters are concerned?
Psychologists and biclogists would - insist that such
a thought connotes retrogression, rather than pro-
gress toward organic perfection. Of course at the

present time little children, however innocent they -

may be, are really not sexless, but are in the form-
ative stage of sex development. Scientists point out
that even during early infancy sex is present, and
actually everts a marked influence over the physical
and mental development of the child. Even the em-
bryo, as early as the second or third month, discloses
the beginning of sex development; and hy the end of
the third month the differentiation is plainly evident.

Sterilization Contrary to Nature

Sexhood, like every other human gquality, is not
complete ‘until the body reaches maturity, seweral
years after birth. Furthermore, maturity is thwarted
if the sex glands mre prevented from development.
Eunuchs are not normal, physically or mentaliy; and

But the arguments
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if the operation is performed in childhood it usually
prevents the individual from rising above the mental

. plane of immaturity. Not only that, but so risky is
any tampering with nature’s intention in this respect
that about eighty percent of those unfortunate youths
who undertake to qualify as Oriental harem guards
are said to die within a few months or a few years,
as a direct result of the required surgical operation.
What ultimate effect may come from the wholesale
sterilization of adults mow being tried in Germany
and elsewhere, remains to be seen; but no attempt
to cheat nature has ever yet heen successful in the
long run.

The senescent stage of both men and women,
during which the orlganism begins to decline, is co*
eval with the wane of the procreative function.
Speecialists in the physiology of sex-life have deter-
mined quite definitely that our well-being is most
autocratically governed by such impulses. Both our
mental and physical health is influenced continually
by those otgans, which manifest their power over
the entire organism so indirectly and inostensibly as
to be habitually unrecognized by the individual.

Inasmuch, therefore, ms sex is planted within the
human organism not merely as an auxiliary function
concerned only with procreation, but also as a seeni-
ingly indispensible factor for attaining matutity and
maintaining mental and physical health, it is not
easy to see how humanity could really be perfect
entirely apart therefrom. It is unthinkable that hn-
manity, when restored to Adamic perfection, would
be in any sense immature.

Are Women Becoming Masculine?

On the other hand, there would seem to Le no
practical end served in maintaining forever present
sex functions, which now -exist wholly for procrea-
tive purposes. And as ® matter of fact, in these
“last days” of the present dispensation there seems to
be in progress a slow, gradual, but plainly observ-
able disappearance or minimizing of sex contrasts,
which threaten ultimately to destroy accustomed sex-
propinquity. This metamorphosis seems to have
been in priogress for the past thirty years, and is
frequently commented on especially by physical cul-
turists and trainer’s of athletes.

Whatever be its immediate sponsors—whether
woman-suffrage, co-education, athletics, or the en-
trance of woman into industry and public life in open
competition with men—it seems indisputable that
women, as a class, are growing harder, more angular,
morz masculine, both in character and physique;
and it also appears that at the same time a cumulat-
ively increasing number of mules are growing com-
mensurately softer and effeminate. Man seems to be
very gradually abnegating the domfnant role in fav-
or of the proverbally “weaker sex.” But might it
not He possible that the so-called “emancipation” of
women is less the consequence of indomitable mass-
ambition than the irresistible cosmic urge, which is

(Continued on pige 19)



“LIKE ONE

7] HEN Jesus the great teacher was on earth,

To Him the world was full of such. He he-
=) held them on every hand. To emphasmze
certain truths He pointed to the foxes of the earth
and to the birds of the air. In order to drive home
other verities He made reference to water, bread,
sheep, wolves, the sowing of seed, germination and
growth, the vine and its branches, measures of meal,
leaven, a pearl of great price, and many other things.

The Master’s illustrations are remarkable for their.
simplicity, for their directness, and for their power

to elucidate great facts of truth. For instance, when
at the well of Samaria He made casual reference to
its natural water, He there voiced one of the grandest
truths ever enunciated: ‘“Whosoever drinketh of this
water shall thirst again, but whosoever drinketh of the
water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the
water that I shall give him shall be in him as a well
of water, springing up unto everlasting life.”
Without doubt the efthetie nature of the Master
responded continuously to the appeal of the beautiful
in the natural world around Him.  To Him every
blade, shimmering with crysrai dew-drops, held a
mighty message; so did every tree and shrub and
lichen and moss; so also did the spectrum of light, as
revealed in the rainbow; likewise the scintillant blue
waters of the mountain lake of Gennesaret. Every
sunset and sunrise spoke to Him, as did every spread-
ing field of grain, and every bird whose graceful
pinions swept the air about Him. All these told Him
of infinite tove, tenderness and goodness; they preach-
ed for Him a powerful sermon of divine mercy and
bountifulness. And in the quiet evening hours, when
the golden orb of day had finally set beneath the west-
ern hills, and there came forth the peaceful stars of
another Palestinian night, He beheld in the immeasur-
able vastitude of the heavens a constant proclamation
of the mightiness and the beneficence of Jehovah God.

Messiah’s Mission Begins

But Jesus had not come down from heaven merely
to admire nature; He had a colossal mission to per-
form. Around Him lay the world of humanity, torn
and desolated by the ravages of sin and the curse of
death, We read that “He had compassion on the
muititude, for they were without a shepherd.” Here
werle the palsied, the lame, the deaf and the blind, afl
needing the one great help that He could give. Then,
from out the tide of humanity He called a few to be
His disciples. He exhorted them to live for that sac-
red entity, divine truth, and to set their affections on
things above; and isaid that the Heavenly Father

He did not have to seek far for illustrations.’

OF THESE”

would love them and take care of them in the highest
way. .

He instructed that these were not to be over-anx-
ious concerning matters of food and clothing; mnor
were they to live for the acquiring of earthly pos-
segsions. The werld at large was seeking for those
things; but the followers of the Lord should seek
first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness, and
then all other things would be added unto them. It
was a beautiful nyessage, carrying on its wings a sub-
lime philosophy and giving expression to the same

" sweet refrain of trust that was, caught up at a later

time by the apostles and wafted down to us in -words
that exha’e the very fragrance of confidence and 10\‘?.

Well indeed did Jesus know that living in this
present evil world means toil, responsibility and care.
He also knew the tendency ef fallen human nature to
borrow trouble, to be over-anxious conceming the
future. His disciples were chosen from the commen
walks of life. Nomne of them had been born “with a
gold spoon in his mouth.” For them to live on earth
had meant much of toil. It would be easy for them
to let the cares of the world occupy too much of their
time. So Jesus called to their attention the birds of
the air, which, He said, did not reap or gather into
barns, yet were lcoked after and could make a living.
God’s people were of much more vatue than the birds.
Then He also suggested, “Consider the lilies of the
fields; they do not toil, neither do they spin: and yet
I say unto you that even Solomon in all his glory
was not arrayed like one of thase.”

The Field Lilies

The Master was not comparing nor contrasting
Solomon himsell with the lillies, but merely his rai-
ment with the texture of the lilies. Many persons
totted to manufacture Solomon’s costly raiment; vyet
it was far outclassed by the simple beauty of the lilics,
which- neither toil nor spin. = Here right before the
disciples was a daily lesson showing that divine Prov-
idence fully provides every needful thing. Now. in
regard to the lilies God, of course, need not have
made them. He might have made the fields- barren
of all lowers. ‘He might have clothed the entire earth
in dull brown or sombre grey; but instead, His mind
conceived and carried into the works of creation every
form of heauty calculated to appeal to the senses of
man.  Everywhere in the great flelds of God’s plant-
ing appears endless variety, superlative beauty, en-
trancing color effects—inexhaustible exhibitions of
artistic talent of the highest order.

Now also, consider the lilies HOW THEY
GROW! Here is one of the simplest and finest les-
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sons of divine truth imaginable. Just consider, if
you please, how anything grows. In the first place,
the thing to grow must -be normal and healthy in its
structure; and hence, capable of assimilating those
elements which conduce to growth. It must not
STRIVE for growth, but must be native or indig-
enous; that is, fully adapted. Qur exotic crosshred
plants are at a disadvantage unless favored by the
special environment of the greenhouse. The lilies of
the field referred to by Jesus were wild flowers, and
native to the soil. They required just four essential
things, namely; soil, moisture, air, and an abundance
of 'sunshine—which they enjoyed in that climate.
Growth and beauty resulted from the proper use of
these God-given resources. “Consider this,” said the
Master.

Man has not created any of earth’s forces, but he
ig learning something about how to apply them. The
Christian must learn well this kesson. For him, too,
there is sunlight, air, moisture and soil; divinely pro-
vided. His “sunlight” is the brightness of the Gospel
message, so uplifting, so hopeful, so full of cheer.
His “air” is divine benevolence—love—from which
the Christian takes inhalations, which invigorates and
exhilarates him; and gives him the strength of
renewed zeal. Our ‘moisture” is derived from our
association with the Lord’s people in doing the Lord’s
work; for we then are watering the plant. Our
“soil " is the blessed truth itself. The roots go down
into this, which also holds moisture and supplies it to
the superstructure through the fibrous, hidden sub-
structure; and there results a beautiful coordination
and cooperation of every part! Thus does the Chris-
tian, like the lily, grow and show forth His glory.

“The Lily of The Valley”

~ While thus considering the natural lilies, let us also
consider the mopt beautiful and most wonderful of
them all.  That is, let us consider the life of Jesus;
for in the Bible He is called the “lily of the valley
and the chief among ten thousand.” We cannot do
better than consider Him, for He is worthy of all ad-
miration and love. In the first place, He was actu-
ated by the greatest force in the whole universe—the
force of pure, unselfish love. In the second place, He
was humble,
always put the cawse which He represented to the
fore. He said, “To this end was I born and for this
cause came T into the world, that I should bear wit-
ness to the Truth.” He was willing to become of no
reputation and to bear reproach and shame and loss,
in order that the cause of truth might be carried on to
a sure consummation.

Jesus saw the world held in the bondage of suffer-
ing, sin and death; and He was glad to take the prop-
er steps for man’s release, in the way appointed hy
God Himself. Hence He would fulfil the prophecies
concerning Himself, in order to effect the world’s
emancipation in due time. So He bore the agony of
the cross; He, the pure, the holy, the stainless One.
He was too good for the world; and so the world hat-

He did not seek honor for Himself, but.
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ed Him, scorned Him and killed Him. Thus He died
in obedience to the divie will; but was raised from
the dead and exalted to the right hand of the eternal
God of heaven; and has been, as the apostle says, the
Head of His body, the church.

Then, too, He is developing this body; for it is ths
spiritual “seed of Abraham” which is to bless the en-
tire world, according to the promise made some four
thousand years ago—a promise caught up by the
sages and prophets of Israel, woven by them into
prophetic song and wafted down the stream of time
in a great, jubilant, swelling chorus of life and love—
the promise of the world’s hope, the redemption to be
secured by the sacrifice of Jesus; the time of the “res-
titution of all things spoken by the mouth of all God’s
holy prophets since the world began.”

No Lilies in the Tenements

Of course, millions of people on earth today never
behold “the lilies of the field.” In fact, they have no
opportunity to do so literally; for they are the product
of the slums of our great cities which have become
the “nightmare” of civilization. As the poet has ex-
pressed it, “What to them are the long reaches of the
peaks of song, the rift of dawn, the reddening of the
rose?” The children of the tenements do not live in
the environment of lilies. The perfume of Howers
has never been wafted their way——or at least very
seldom. The outer world which God created is an
unknown quantity as far as they are concerned.

Many people do not know that there are 250,000
different kinds of plants on earth; and they. dont
care. Thev don’t know why the constituent colors of
sunlight paint the heavens at the close of the day, or
what makes the grass, or why the sky is blue. And,
more than that, they don’t know where they them-
selves came from, or why they are here, or whither
they are going. No divine revelation has ever come
their way to lift their hearts and minds to realms of
peace. No real assuagement of their woes has ever
taken place, no ameloriation of the dull grind of daily
existence. Just one thing they know, and this many
of them incessantly and inexorably know; and that is
that they are not really happy, that life for them is
hard, that for them the days and months and years
are just one aching void.

Markham’s well known poem entitled, “The Man
with the Hoe,” is a masterpiece ; because it is true to
the actual facts of the world’s sorrows, heartaches and
woes,  Speaking of the man who without adequare
recompense slaves at unremitting toil, the poet asks if
this is the handiwork that earth’s rulers have given
to God, “this monstrous thing distorted and soul-
quenched?” “Through this dread shape,” he says,
“the suffering ages look; time’s tragedy is in that
aching stoop. Through this dread shape, humanity
betrayed, plundered, profaned and disinherited, cries
protest to the judges of the world, a protest that is
also” prophecy.”

Ah, yes, that indeed represents the state of mill-
ions of this earth’s inhabitants. When Jesus was on
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garth He said, “The poor ye have always with you.”
Yes, indeed, they have always been here; but, thank
God, the time for their deliverance is at hand! Ere
long God will shed the fragrance of the “lilies” in
their lives. He will give them “beauty for ashes, the
oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for .the
spirit of heaviness.” The world’s great Morning
time will bring to them the lilies, the sunshine and
joy.  Christ will call them forth from gloominess and
death. In the equitable conditions then to be estab-
- lished they will receive their first revelations of divine
love. They will know that the monstrous thing's they
were told about God are false, that God never con-
ceived a plan for torturing people for ever, hut that
He has been slandered and maligned by His great
adversary, Satan.

Yes, we all want to see this Morning time come for
all the peoples of the world. We want to see all in-
justice and oppression swept away. We want the
great divine plan of the centuries eventuate as God
intended it should—in the happiness of all His creat-
ures who shall be found worthy of life. This is what
is meant by Isaiah’s prophetic statement concerning
Christ: “He shall see the travail of His soul and he
-satisfied”; and also by the words of David in the 23rd
Psalm: “All the ends of the world shall demember
and turn unto the Lord, and all the kindreds of the
nations shall worship before Thee.”

The Lesson of the Lilies

Perhaps if Jesus were here today He would say
something about the beautiful white water lily of our
American streams and lakes. If the wilderness has
one thing more than another that speaks of simplicity,
purity and beauty, it is this delightful flower. There
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in black mud are its roots; and there, reposing upon
the face of the waters, is the queenly head—a crown
of glory to the placid bosom of the pond or lake. And
such wonderful fragrance!

When we were children, many a mile some of us
tramped for the white water lily. Today we are
grown up; but still the lilies speak to us and tell us
things we like to know. They tell us of purity and
goodness, even in this dark world. They tell us there
is still beauty in life, if we but look for it. They
preach sermons from the text, “Blessed are the pure
in heart, for they shall see God.” They speak of the
time to come when God shall clothe this darksome
earth in the lily garments of His praise. And the
water lily also reminds us of the church of Christ,
beautiful and fragrant in this sorrowful world. As
the lily has a heart of gold, so have God’s people, and
the expression of faith which they give forth corre-
sponds with the lily’s pure white corolla.

Today do we not like to get away from the tumult
and strife of earth, to float backward on the records
of time, to stand beside the Master, to walk with Him
through Judea’s fields, to behold His strength, the
quietude of His mein, the repose of His power, to
learn from Him the lesson that truth is worth all;
and being of God, shall stand forever Yas, we love
to hear His words—sweet, fresh and wonderful today
as they were over nineteen centuries ago—words that
bear a song to the Christian’s heart above all the tu-
mult and strife of the world—such words as this:
“Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow. They
toil not, neither do they spin; and yet T say unto you
that Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one
of these.”

OUR MINISTERING SPIRITS

O PORTION of inspired revelation is more
inferesting nor more important than the re-
markable prophecy of Daniel. -His predic-
tions tun to the culmination of “the time of

the end,” covering all the intervening great govern-

ments of this present evil world. He also foretells

the Messianic advent, including Jesus’ crucifixion and

resurrection ; as well as the ultimate return of Christ
to this earth, the reviving of the dead, the destruction
of evil and the establishment of a universal everlasting
reign of righteousness on the ruins of the present ini-
perfect governments of men—the promised Kingdom
of Messiah.

Much of Daniel’s prophecy came to him directly
from the lips of an angel. The key which unlocked
for him the mystery of unseen future eras was fur-
-nished to the prophet in that manner. Gabriel was
the authority for much that Daniel predicted—much
that is now being' fulfilled. All the “words spoken by
angels” to the prophets of old have stood, are stand-
- ing, and will stand fast until their complete fulfill-
ment in the established Kingdom,

. heard:

(Part 2)

Daniel was a captive in a foreign land when he
wrote his prophecy, but he was true to his people and
to the God of his fathers, He resisted the fascina-
tions and corruptions of Babylonian court life, with
which he was surrounded, and challenged the admir-
ation of his enemies by the exalted purity and dignity
of his conduct and character. And Jehovah honored
him as few men have been honored by the divine ad-
ministration.  Daniel’s intellect resulted in rapid ad-
vancement at Nebuchadnezzar’s court, and the prefer-
ments bestowed upon him by the king of Babylon
awakened in the hearts of other officials the most
cruel jealousy. Finally, by a wicked plot, the ahle
Hebrew captive was ordered into a den of lons.

Then occurred a miracle most stupendous! What
strange power surrounded Daniel! Let us review the
scene: The 'den is wondrously radiant, the lions are
ravenous, but the prisoner is calm. Erect, by Dan-
iel's side, stands a holy angel. Danfel sees him, but
the onlockers do not. Tense moments pass, and the
lions make no attack. Then the voice of the king is
“O Daniel, servant of the living God, is thy
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God whom thou servest continually able to deliver
thee from the lions?” And Daniel replied to the
king, “O king, live forever. My God hath sent His
angel, and shut the lion’s mouths that they have
not hurt me.” Who dares dispute this account?
What Christian would wish to deny that “the angel
of the Lord encampeth round about those who fear
Him, and delivereth them”?

It is upon the explanations and instructions given to
Daniel by this angel that we now largely base our
hope of the Saviour’s return, the resurrection of the
dead, and the thousand year reign of the Son of God
and the restoration of this earth to original Edeunic
conditions. This mighty Gabriel was commanded to
make Daniel “understand the vision,” and in doing so
he interpreted the succession of prophetical and his-
torical events, the meaning and ending of the pro-
phetic “days,” the ushering in of the “time of the
end,” the time of the appearing of the Ancient of
Days, the final scenes of this human drama, and the
ultimate adjustment of the eternal order of nature
and the race of ransomed men.

Preparing the Way for the Messiah

We next recall the good priest Zacharias, the father
of John the Baptist, and how he was overcome with
fear at the presence of a shining visitor from world’s
unseen. Then the angel, who was none other than
this same Gabriel, soothed his alarm with words which
filled his heart with both amazement and delight:
“Fear not, Zacharias, for thy prayer is heard; and
thy wife Elizabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou
shalt call his name John.”

But Zacharias, remembering that he and his wife
Elizabeth were “well stricken in years,” could scarcely
accept the joyous tidings, though they came from an
angel’s lips; and he enquired, “Whereby shall I
know this? ... And the angel answered and said
unto him, ‘I am Gabriel, that stand in the presence
of God; and am sent to speak unto thee, and to show
thee these glad tidings. And, behold, thou shalt be
dumb, and not be able to speak until the day that
these things shall be performed.’” And instantly his
priestly lips were sealed; and he beckoned to the won-
dering people and remained speechless, even as the
angel had said.

We recall, too, that the announcement of the Sav-
iour’s birth was made by an angel. Thie first advent
sermon was preached by an angel. The first redemp-
tion song ever heard by mortal ears burst in wondrous
melody from a thousand angel voices. Some thirty-
three years later the full inauguration of the Gospel
age, in all its divine, saving power, was made by the
holy spirit at Pentecost, and amid angelic manifesta-
tions.

Joseph was told by an angel to “arise, and rake the
young child and his mother and flee into Egypt, and
be thou there till T shall bring thee word.” Instantly
he obeyed. And all night long, under the silent stars,
they pursued their anxious journey, guided by their
angelic deliverer, who left' them not till they were
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safe beyond the jealous power of Herod. Was ever
so precious a life in peril so startling? Was ever de-
liverance so signal and momentous? Was ever an-
gelic intervention more grand and beautiful?

Nor did their heavenly guardian forget'his trust;
for when Herod was dead he again visited Joseph and
Mary in Egypt and escorted them back to their own
land. Thus did the holy angels keep constant watch
over the precious child Jesus! It had been prophe-
sied: “He shall give His angels charge concerning
Thee, and in their hands they shall bear Thee up in
all Thy ways, lest at any time Thou shouldest dash
Thy feet against a stone.” )

The scene of the mighty struggle of Jesus against
Satan was in the wilderness, away from the sight and
sympathy of men. As yet Jesus had undertaken no
ministry, and had no followers. But the angels of
heaven were the body-guard, the allies, the swift and
powerful ministers of the world’s Redeemer. All
throughout His earthly career they attended Him,
day and night. They were and still are His messen-
gers of love and power, serving also in behalf of His

body members,
Ministering to the Body Members

Yes, the same bright, holy, powerful beings who
attended the Saviour all through His earthly career,
who ministered to Him in alt His trials and suffer-
ings, are now in just as constant attendance over all
His saints, even the poorest and weakest—guarding
their steps from dangers, delivering them from the
“snare of the fowler,” defending them against the
assaults of demons, assuaging their sorrows, caring
for their necessities, and /strengthening them for all
their toils and labors of love. “The angel of the
Lord encampeth round about them that fear Him,
and delivereth them.”

The Saviour’s ministry of grace and truth was
supremely crowned by His conquest of death and His
resurrection from the grave. Mighty miracle? - Yes,
above, below, around, the supernatural is all pervad-
ing. God is above nature, and the angels are His
mighty messengers. What we call natural law is
never an obstruction to these angelic ministries. No
place can be so dismal, no cavern so deep and dark, no
inquisition cell so hidden and fetid, no fortress so
strongly guarded, that they cannot find quick and easy
access; if a child of God be there. Angelic power,
under divine commission, is superior to all physical
laws. Untouched, Peter’s chains fell off; and the
huge iron gates, at the heavenly visitant’s behest, op-
ened without being touched by the hand of man.

The ministering angels are at home alike on the sea
and on the land. They can stand on the earth, or
walk on the water, or fly through the midst of heaven.
They can speak from the skies, feed a disconsolate
prophet in the wilderness, or pluck a foundering ship
from a tempest in mid-ocean. Wherever God’s people
are, there are angels. Surely, if our Heavenly Father
trusts them to manage the most weighty affairs of the
divine administration, we ought to be able to accept
with confidence the inspired assurance that “All these
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are ministering spirits, sent forth to serve them that
shall be heirs of salvation.”

John on Patmos

St. John.was sent to Patmos for banishment and
solitude ; but never was prince or potentate so grandly
attended by guests so royal. The Lord Jesus turned
the banishment of this faithful servant into occasion
for the most wonderful and glorious series of revel-
ations ever made to a mortal man; an unfolding of
events covering the career of the nations and the prog-
ress and .experiences of the church—true and nominal
—thenceforth to the end of the age. Those moment-
ous revelations were intended for the enlightenment
of the saints throughout the centuries to follow, in-
cluding the last scenes of present human history and
the opening grandeurs of the world to come.

God has always worked through such instrumental-
ities as He pleases, and always will; but still it is
God Himself who doeth the work. Whatever help
we have from angels or men is as really the help of
God as though He personally were to put forth His
mighty arm and work without any agent at all. But
in all ages He has used the ministry both of angels
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and men. We may safely imitate the good angels in
all holiness; and, as our Lord Himself prayed, seek
to do the Father’s will on earth-—in our own hearts
now—and rejoice when, in the Kingdom, it will bé
universally done, even as angels do it in heaven.

No, in these dark and evil days His angels have
not left us to the sport of devils. No less do they
guard our steps through these dim and treacherous
times, than when they took voyage with Paul and
calmed the midnight storm, bringing all the company
safely to land. They, who did not disdain to visit
Peter in his dark and loathsome prison cell, and who
worked a whole cluster of miracles for his deliver-
ance, do not now look upon the perplexities, pains and
exposures of the brethren of Christ with cold un-
concern in these latter but not less precarious days.
Tenderly they wait and watch, and spread their un-
seen shields over the weakest follower of the Lamh
of God. Nor will their sleepless vigil fail us day or
night, till the last one of those who are running for
the prize of the “high calling of God in Christ Jesus”
is safely escorted to his place in the heavenly phase of
the Kingdom and is beyond all fear of demons, dark-
ness and death.

VARIOUS BIBLICAL PICTURES OF THE CHURCH

(Conclusion of “Natural vs. Spiritual Discernment” —Part 3)

] HOSE brethren—few in number—who have
taken up with the “reconciliationist” idea of
| literalizing the Scriptures, admit that the
=L urch is the “body” of Christ, but contend
that it is not the “bride” of Christ. They insist that
Jesus is to have only a fleshly, Jewish bride class.
It seems to us that much violence must be done to
numerous plain statements of Scripture when such
an attempt is made to eliminate the church from the
various “bride” passages. The argument is made by
these literalists that the church cannot be the bride
and the body-members of the Bridegroom at the same
time. But why not? In the divine order “the twain
shall be one flesh.” In Ephesians 5:22-33 the Apos-
tle Paul counsels those who are truly wedded to the
Lord to be one, having one mind, one common inter-
est, one purpose and aim. Throughout the account
he likens this relationship of husband and wife to that
of Christ and His church. He says:

The Church as “Bride’’ and “Body”’

“Wives, submit yourselves unto your husbands, as
unto the Lord. For the husband is the head of the
wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and
He is the Saviour of the body. Therefore as the
church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be o
their husbands in everything. Husbands, love your
wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave
Himself for it. That He might present it unto Him-
self a glorious church (that is, in bridal attire), not
having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing. (See Cant-
icles 4:7.) So ought men to love their wives as
their own bodies.

He that loveth his wife loveth .

himself. For no man ever yet hated his own flesk
but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord
the church; for we are .members of His body (in the
same sense that ;the ‘husband and wife’ are one flesh).
For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother,
and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall
be one flesh. This is a great mystery: but I speak
concerming Christ and the church.”

What could be more conclusive than the forego-
ing, that the church is the “bride” ds well as the
“body” of Christ? But if additional evidence is need-
ed it is founrd in 2 Corinthians 11: 2, where the apos-
tle, writing unto the church, says, “I have espoused
you to one husband, that T may present you as a
chaste virgin to Christ.”

The idea that the “faithful remnant” of Israel, and
not the church, constitutes the “bride” of Christ, is
not new; it was first embraced by some who were
walking with us over forty years ago. Brother Rus-
sell, answering their arguments at that time, in April
1, 1892 Watch Tower, said:

“It would be impossible in God’s order to call the
bride before the Bridegroom. It pleased the Father
that in the Anointed One all fullness should dwell-—
that in all things He might have the pre-eminence.
It also would be an incongruous and impossible union
for the Bridegroom to be spiritual, and the bride to
be human. It would be out of harmony, too, with
our Lord’s prayer, ‘Father, I will that they also whom
Thou hast given Me be with Me where I am, that
they may behold My glory’; and agair!, with His
statements—‘I go to prepare a place for you,” and, ‘I
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will come again and receive you unto Myself, that
where 1 am there ye may be also.”

The texts just cited are found in the Gospels. They
form conclusive proof that the church is being dealt
with in the Gospels—which fact the literalists deny.
To what other class than the church has the Lord
ever promised a position with Himself in Glory? And
what would be more fitting than that the Lord should
address His bride in this fashion: “I go to prepare
a place for you™! If, however, the bride of Christ is
to have a different nature from her Bridegroom, as
the literalists erroneously assert, then these words
would be inappropriate; there could be no actual un-
ion between them, and it would not be true that the
bride would be a “joint-heir” with her husband, since
her inheritance would be earthly while His is spirit-
ual and universal.

A little reflection should convince any child of God
that the Lord is not limited in the making.of types
and pictures of anything. He can picture the church
in as many different roles as He pleases; and that is
precisely what He has done in His Word. Some-
times she is called a “bride,” at other times a “tem-
ple,” then a “priesthood,” “brethren,” ~“sold-
fers,” “‘servants,” “sheep,”
“members of His body.” We should not try to blend
these many separate pictures in a manner that wiil
make for confusion in understanding them. Rather,
we should consider each one in its proper setting and
thus glean therefrom the particular lesson which the
Lord thereby intended to teach. Each picture empha-
sizes some particular manner in which the followers
of Jesus are associated with Him, either now or in the
Kingdom; and by taking the lesson taught us by all
the various pictures we get a truly comprehensive
. view of what it means to be one with Him.

The Church in the Apocalypse

The book of Revelation portrays in symbol the
whole plan of God. It is not strange therefore that
it abounds with pictures of the church class. It would
seem that those brethren who now are unable to see
this, after once having had a clear knowledge of the
divine plan, must have deliberately closed their eyes,
or else have become spiritually blinded (temporarily,
we trust), possibly through over-zealousness in their
endeavor to strike upon something new, or startling,
or different. It may be true, of course, that no in-
terpretation of Revelation yet published is entirely
correct. The Lord has been pleased to ever permit
His Truth to be conveyed to His people through im-
perfect instruments. It has never been claimed that
_any of the six volumes of Studies in the Scriptures
were written in a manner that is absolutely free from
errors—yet they do reveal, in a most satisfying man-
ner, all the fundamentals of God’s great plan of the
ages.
gtIi\]'so translation even of the Bible itself is perfect.
Evidently the Lord has permitted this for the purpose
of testing our faith, even as Hie today permits various
ingenuous misinterpretations of the most fundamental
Scripture texts. We doubt not but that increased

“vine-branches” and -

light may come to the church ere they all go “home,”
concerning certain portions of Revelation, as well as
of other books of the Bible; but we must look with
skepticism upon anything that is wholly out of har-
mony with the general and fundamental outline of
the divine plan as revealed by the entire Word of
God; and which we have so thoroughly proved to be
the Truth.

In their endeavor to exclude the church of Christ
from the book of Revelation the literalists ask us to
betieve that the words “church” and “churches”
(Greek ekklesia), which occur eighteen times in the
Apocalypse, refer merely to the synagogues or congre-
gations of the Jewls. While it is true that the word
ecclesia literally means called out omes, and might
appropriately be applied to any authorized assembly,
yet it is the one word used throughout the New
Testament to identify the church of Christ, and we
see no good reason for applying it otherwise in the
book of Revelation.

What the Literalists Claim

The principal points made by those who would
eliminate the church from the symbolisms of Reve-
lation are: .

(1) That Revelation is Hebraic in character, us-
ing idioms and phrases which are foreign to the New
Testament epistles, while its imagery is Israelitish
throughout, connecting it in a literary way with the
Old Testament and. with the Jewish people.

(2) That Revelation 1:10 declares that St. John
was “in the spirit on the Lord’s day,” that is, caught
up in vision to ‘the time of the beginning of the
Millernium, from which point of view he saw the
apocalyptic drama. Hence that it is a panorama of
what was to take place “on the Lord’s day” and not
before ; that it cannot be a vision of the entire Gospel
age in which the church is developed, but applies ex-
clusively to the time of the “great tribulation” at the
enid of the age, after the church is gone from the scene
of action; and thus to the beginning of the earthly
Kingdom which is then to be established ; being lifer-
ally a revelation or unveiling of Jesus Christ—in His
Kingdom. :

(3) That the faithful people mentioned in Rev-
elation are called “servants” and not “saints.” (Rev.
1:1.) It is therefore urged that inasmuch as Israel
was the “house of servants,” while the church are
usually styled “saints” or “sons,” the failure to so
designate the people mentioned in the Apocalypse in- -
dicates that it appertains to natural Israel and not to
the church of Christ.

Objections Answered

(1) We do not deny the Hebraic character of the
Book of Revelation, nor that it does differ materially
from the other writings of the New Testament. It
is entirely in keeping with “the diversified wisdom of
God” that He could give us at least one portion of
the New Testament that would -be different in char-
acter and scope from the historic Gospels and the doc-
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trinal dissertations of the epistles. Is God limited in
His methods of imparting divine truth? Cannot the
inspirational power of the holy spirit operate in more
than one manner in any given dispensation? Futher-
more, it is not at all strange that the imagery of Rev-
elation should. be like that of the Old Testament pro-
phecies,. seeing that the. latter often dealt in type.and
symbol with the very same subject matter which the
Apocalypse embraces. John, being a Jew and a
student of the Old Testament] Scriptures, would also
in a very natural way use phrases akin to those em-
ployed by the ancient prophets for describing the
Apocalyptic visions—whose character undoubtedly
must have reminded him most vividly of the oncs
recorded by Daniel and other Hebrew seers,

This also would account for the difference in style
and composition between the language used by John
in his Gospel and epistles on the one hand, and in
his Revelation on the other; because the two sets of
writings were done under vastly different circum-
stances. As one commentator has remarked: “It
may be admitted that the Revelation has many sur-
prising grammatical peculiarities; but much of this
is accounted for by the fact that it was probably writ-
ten down just as it was seen, ‘in the spirit, whilst
the ideas, in all their novelty and vastness, filled the
apostle’s mind, and rendered him less capable of at-
tending to forms of speech,” than when he was de-
liberately writing the fourth Gospel or his epistles,
The Hebraic character of Revelation in no wise arg-
ues against its applicability to the Gospel age and be-
yond, and to the development of the church as “the
bride, the Lamb’s wife.” ,

“In Spirit on the Lord’s Day

(2) It is true that St. John was caught up in spirit
to “the Lord’s day,” that is, to the day of the Lord's
second presence; from which vantage point he beheld
the visions which he recorded. Just as Paul was
“caught up to the third heaven” (2 Cor. 12:1-5) and
from there doubtless was given a retrospective. view
of the Gospel age, whidh forewarned him of the great
"fallmg away” and of the developmient of the “man
of sin” (2 Thes. 2:1.5), as well as giving him a
glimpse of “glory to follow,” so also the Revelator
was caught up to the ‘third heaven’ or ‘world to come’
and permitted to see in retrospective panorama the
gradual unfoldment of Jehovah’s plan, and particu-
larly that portion of it which appertains to the Gospel

age, preceding the second coming of Christ, as well

as the events of “the day of the Lord” itself. Hence
we find him, in the closing words of the book, join-
ing in the choral anthem, “Even so, Come, Lord
Jesus.” —Revelation 22:20. ’ .

The fact that the Revelator occupied (in spirit) the

position of one standing at the beginning of “the
Lord’s day” therefore does not signify that the things

he saw must of necessity picture happenings subse-.
It does suggest, however, that even as -

quent thereto.
]ohn had to be transpo
day” before he could see the visions,

rted in spirit to “the Lord’s
so also the
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Lord’s people (the John class) would be unable to

fully understand the meaning of those visions until
they. reached the time of the Iord’s second ‘advent.
Thus it has been that the Book of Revelation has re-
mained a sealed mystery until in recent years, when
its symbols and visions have come to be fairly well
underistood by the church. This furnishes additional
evidence that we are now living in “the Lord’s day”—
in the dawn of the Millennium.

“Bond-Servants of Christ”’

(3) Our answer to the third proposition ahove
mentioned is that Revelation 1:1 does actually read
“saints” and not “servants”—at least in the Alexan-
drine and Sinaitic manuscripts—and not vice versa
as given in some translations. But even if this were
not so, there is nothing inappropriate in speaking of
the church as ‘“servants.” They are not servants, of
course, in the same sense as were the natural Israel-
ites. But Paul and the other apostles repeatedly al-
luded to themselves as “servants” of Christ, and many
times spoke of the church as being servants, or even
“bond-servants,” of Jesus Christ.

The Apocalyptic visions were marvelous and awe-
inspiring, producing upon St. John’s mind the divine-
ly intended feeling of personal nothingness in com-
parison to the majesty and power of the Almighty.
So much was this so that he actually “fell at his feet
as dead” (Rev. 1:17), in abject servant-like pros-
tration before his superior, as soon as he began to be-
hold the stupendaus scenes. In view of this setting
to the drama it is quite appropriate that the thought
of servitude to Jehovah, on the part of the actors,
should pervade the entire theme of the book, rather
than some other suggestive relationship. The church
already had been considered in the role of “sons”
and “heirs” of God, in the earlier writings of the
New Testament; hence the propriety of here consid-
ering them in ahother but equally fitting role—as
honored servants of Almlghty God.

However, the term “servant” is not the ercluswe
title of the Lord’s people in the Book of Revelation.
Indeed, the term “saints” occurs thirteen times in
the Apocalypse, while the words “servant” and “ser
vants” occur but eleven times. In at least one ins-
tance (Rev. 11:18) the terms “‘servants’” and “saints”
both occur in the same verse, in contrast. Our con-
viction is that if the dead brethren who are so zeal-
ously striving to “strain at a gnat” in connection with
words, phrases and Hebrew idioms in Revelation
would devote more time to the higher lgssons of the
book itself, studying it in the light of the divine plan
of the ages, they would find it far more profitable.

FREE TRACTS
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Back the Dawn.,

Small Size—The Divine Plan—Man’s Everlasting Home,



13

————
‘ 0

K

THE EVERLASTING GOSPEL ®

{5 T

THE TRUTH ABOUT HELL

CORRECT understanding of this subject
has become almost a necessity to Christian
steadfastness. For centuries it has been the
teaching of “orthodoxy,” of all shades, that
God, before creating man, had created a great abyss
of fire and terrors capable of containing all the billions
of the human family which He purposed to bring into
being; and that this abyss He had named hell; and
that all of the promises of the Bible were designed to
deter as many as possible (a “little flock”) from such
wrongdoing as would make this awful place their per-
petual home

As knowledge increases and .superstitions fade, this
monstrous view of the divine arrangement and char-
acter is losing its force; and thinking people cannot
but disbelieve the legend, which used to be illustrated
on the church walls in the highest degree of art and
realism, samples of which are still to be seen 1n
Europe. Some now claith that the place is literal,
but the fire symbolic, etc., while others repudiate the
doctrine of hell' altogether. :

While glad to see superstition passing and truer
ideas of the great, wise, just, and loving Creator pre-
vail, yet we are alarmed to notice that the tendency
with all who abandon this long revered doctrine is
toward doubt, skepticism and infidelity.

Why should this be the case, when the mind is
merely being delivered from an error? Because near-
ly all Christian people have so long been taught that
the foundation for this awful blasphemy against God’s
character and government is deep-laid and firmly fixed
in the Word of God—the Bible—and consequently to
whatever degree that belief in hell is shaken, to that
extent their faith in the Bible, as the revelation of the
true God, is shaken also. - Thus those who have drop-
ped their belief in a hell of some kind of endless tor-
ment, are often infidels, and scoffers at God’s Word.

God Has Been Slandered

Guided by the Lord’s providence to a realization
that the Bible has been slandered, as well as its divine
Author, and that, rightly understood, it teaches noth-
ing on this subject derogatory to God’s character nor
to intelligent reason, we will attempt to lay bare
the Scriptural teaching on this subject, that thereby
faith in God and in His Word may be reestablished
in the hearts of those who have doubted.

Indeed, it is our opinion that whoever shall find that
his false view rested merely upon human misconcep-
tions and misinterpretations, will, at the same time,
learn to trust hereafter less to his own and other

men’s imaginings, and, by faith, to grasp more firmly
the Word of God, which is able to make wise unto
salvation,

The doctrine of eternal torment of the wicked was
introduced by Papacy to induce pagans to join her
and support her system. It flourished at the same
time that bull fights and gladiatorial contests were the
public amusements most enjoyed; when the Crusades
were called “holy wars,” and when men and women
were called “heretics” and were often slaughtered for
their failure to subscribe fully to the teachings of the
Papacy; at a time when the sun of the gospel truth
was chscure; when the Word of God had fallen into
disuse and was prohibited to be read by any but the
clergy, whose love for neighbors was often shown
in torturing “heretics” in order to induce them to re-
cant and deny their faith and Bible—to save' them
if possible, they explained, from the more awful and
gruesome future awaiting all “heretics”—eternal tor-
ture in a seven-fold heated hell. .

This idea was not borrowed from the heathen, for
no heathen people in the world have a doctrine so
cruel, so fiendish and so unjust. Find it, whoever
can, and show it up in all its blackness, that, if pos-
sible, it may be shown that the essence of barbarism,
malice, hate and ungodliness has not been exclusively
appropriated by those” whom God has most highly
favored with light from every quarter, and to whom
He has committed the only oracle—His Word.

Oh! the shame that surely will cover the faces of
many, even good men, who verily thought that they
did God a service while propagating this blasphemous
doctrine, when they awake in the resurrection to learn
of the love and justice of God, and when they come
to know that the Bible does not teach this God-dis-
honoring, truth-beclouding, sinher-hardening theory
of eternal torment. ’

" But we repeat that, in the light and moral develop-
ment of this day, sensible people do not believe this
doctrine. However, since they think that the Biblz
teaches it, every step of progress in real intelligence
and brotherly kindness, which hinders belief in the
torment theory, is in most cases a step away from
God’s Word, which is falsely accused of being the
authority for his teaching. The thinking public, while
endeavoring to make progress toward the light, are
thus neglecting the true source of spiritual light and
knowledge. Hence the second crop of evil fruit, which
the devil’s engraftment of this error is producing, is
skepticism. The intelligent, honest thinkerk are thus
driven from the Bible into vain philosophies and sci-
ences, falsely so-called, and into infidelity.
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Hell As An English Word

In the first place bear in mind that the Old Testa-
ment was written in the Hebrew language, and the
New Testament manuscripts now available are in the
"Greek. The word hell is an English word sometimes
selected by the translators of the English Bible to
express the sense of the Hebrew word sheol and the
Greek. words hades, tartaroo and gehenna. These
Hebrew and Greek words are also sometimes trans-
lated grave and pit.

The word hell in old English usage, before Papal
theologians picked it up and gave it a new and special
significance to suit their own purposes, simply meant
to conceal, to hide, to cover; hence any concealed, hid-
den or covered place. In old English literature rec-
ords may be found of the helling of potatoes—putting
them into pits; and of the helling of a house—cov-
ering of' thatching it. The word hell was therefore
properly wsed synonymously with grave and pif, to
translate the words sheol and hades as signifying the
secret or hidden condition of death. However, the
sanie spirit which was. willing to twist the word in
order to terrorize the ignorant is willing still to per-
petuate the error—presumably saying—“Let us do
evil that good may follow.”

1f the translators of the Revised Version Bible had
been thoroughly disentangled from the Papal error,
and thoroughly honest, they would have done more
to help the English student than merely to substitufe
the Hebrew word sheol and the Greek word hades as
they did. They should have translated the words.
But these more modern translators, while doubtless
knowing the true meaning of sheol and hades, evi-
dently were afraid to tell the whole truth—yet asham-
ed to tell a lie—so left these key words untranslated.
Thus they permitted the reader to infer that sheol and
hades had the same meaning as they were accustomed
to attach to the English word hell. Their course,
while for a time it shields themkelves, dishonors God
and the Bible, allowing the common people to still
suppose that it teaches a hell of torment. But anyone
can see that if it was proper to translate the Hebrew
word sheol thirty-one times grave and three times
pit, it could not have been improper to have so trans-
lated it in every other instande.

A peculiarity to be observed in comparing these
cases is that in those texts where the torment idea
would be an absurdity the translators of the King
James version have used the words grawve or pit; and
the reader, long schooled in the Papal idea of torment
reads the word hell and thinks of it as signifying z
place of torment, instead of the grave, the hidden or
covered place or condition of death. For example,
compare Job 14:13 with Psalm 85:13. The former
reads, “Oh that Thou wouldst hide me in the grave
(sheol)” etc., while the latter reads, “Thou hast de-
livered my soul from thie lowest hell (sheol).” The
Hebrew word being the same in both cases, there is
no reason why the same word grave should not have
been used in both cases. But how absurd it would
have been for Job to have prayed to God to hide him
in a hell of torment; so the word grave was necessary
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here else the English reader would have asked ques-
tions and the secret would have gotten out that the
Bible hell was a condition of unconsciousness, for this
is what Job prayed for because he wanted relief from
suffering—not an increased measure of it!

Hell in the Old Testament

The word fiell occurs thirty-one times in the Old
Testament, and in every instance it is sheol in the
Hebrew. It does not mean a lake of fire and brim-
stone, nor anything at all resembling that thought:
not in the slightest degree! Quite the reverse: in-
stead of a place of blazing fire it is described in the
context as a state of “darkness” (Job 10:21); in-
stead of a place where ishrieks and groans are heard,
it is described in the context as a place of “silence”
(Psa. 115:17) ; instead of representing in any sense
pain and suffering, or remorse, the context describes
it as a place or condition of forgetfulness. (Psa. 88:
11,12.) “There is no work, nor device, nor knowl-
edge, in the grave (sheol) whither thou goest.”
If there is no knowledge in sheol, surely there cannot
be any suffering there!

And be it particularly noted that this identical word
sheol 1is translated grave thirty-one times and pit
three times in our Commion Viersion; and by the same
translators! This is more times than it is translated
hell—and twice where it is translated hell, it seemed
so absurd, according to the present accepted meaning
of the word hell that scholars have felt it necessary
to explain in the margin of the more recent editions
of the common version that it means grave. These
two instances are Isaiah 14:9 and Jonah 2:2. In the
latter. case—the account of Jonah and the whale—the
hidden state, or grave, was the belly of the fish in
which Jonah was buried alive, and from which he
cried to God. '

Hell in the New Testament

In the New Testament, the Greek word hades cor-
fesponds exactly to the Hebrew word sheol of the
Old Testament. As proof see the quotations of the
apostles from the Old Testament, in which they either
render sheol by the Greek word hades, or dlse allude
to passages in which it is used. For example, 1
Corinthians 15: 54, 55—“Death is swallowed up in
victory. O death where is thy sting? O grave (hades)
where is thy victory?” is an allusion to Isaiah 25: 8,
“He will swallow up death in victory”; and to Hosea
13: 14, “O death, I will be thy plagues; O sheol, 1
will be thy destruction.”

And on the day of Pentecost, the Apostle Peter
quoted from Psalm 16: 10 and used the Greek word
hades to ttanslate the Hebrew word sheol used by the
prophiet, and applies the prophecy to the death and
resurrection of Jesus. We quote: “For thou wilt not
leave My soul in hell (sheol, hades); neither wilt
Thou suffer Thine Holy One to see corruption.”—
Psalm 16:10; Acts 2:27.

Thus the Apostle Peter presents a strong argument,
based on the words of the Prophet David—showing
first, that Christ, who was delivered by God for our
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offenses, went to hell, the grave, the condition of
death, destruction; and, second, that according to
promise He had been delivered from hell, the grave,
by the resurrection—a raising up to life; being creat-
ed again, the same identical being, yet more glorious,
and exalted even to the “‘express image of the Father’s
person.” (Heb. 1:3.) And now “this same Jesus,”
in a subsequent revelation to the church, declares:
“I am He that liveth, and was dead, and behold, 1
am alive forevermore, Amen; and have the keys of
hell (hades) and of death.”—Rev. 1:18.

Recause Jesus has the keys of hades, that dark
prison house of death is indeed to be opened up and
its captives set free. Further assurance is given us
of this in Revelation 20:13,14: “And the sea gave
up the dead which were in it; and death and hed!
(hades) delivered up the dead which were in them:
and they were judged, every man, according to their
works. And death and hell (hades) were cast into
the lake of fire: this is the 'second death.” Thus seen,
hell not only is to give up its dead, but eventually to
be destroyed entirely; its destruction here being sym:-
bolized by the “lake of fire.” Both death and hell go
into this symbolic “lake of fire,” which agrees with
the Revelator’s further statement—Revefation 21:4—-
that “‘there shall be no more death,” and also with the
Apostle Paul—1 Corinthians 15: 26— when he says
that “the last enemy to be destroyed is death.”

Amen! Amen! our hearts respond; for in His
resurrection we see the glorious outcome of the whnle
plan of Jehovah to be accomplished| through the power
of the resurrected One who now holds the keys of hell
and of death and in due time will release all the pris-
oners, who are, therefore, called the ‘“prisoners of
hope.” (Zech. 9:12; Luke 4:18.) No craft or cun-
ning can by any possible device wrest these Scrip-
tures entirely and pervert them to the support of that
moustrous and blasphemous  Papal tradition of eternal
torment. Had that been our penalty, Christ, in order
to be our vicarious sacrifice, must still, and to all
eternity, endure such torment. But death was our
penalty ; hence “Christ died for our sins,” and “alsc
for the sins of the whole world.”—1 Cor. 15:3; I
John 2:2.

Gehenna Translated Hell

In the New Testament there are two other Greek
words translated hell. These are gehenna and tar-
taroo, which we will now also consider. The word
gehenna occurs in all, twelve times. It is the Grecian
mode of spelling the Hebrew words which are trans-
lated “Valley of Hinnom.” This valley lay just out-
side the city of Jerusalem, and served, the purpose of
sewer and garbage burner to the city. The offal, gar-
bage, etc.,, were emptied there, and fires were kept
continually burning to consume utterly all things de-
posited therein; brimstone being added to assist com-
bustion and insure complete destruction. No living
thing, however, was permitted to be cast into this
valley. The Jews were not allowed to torture anyv
creature,

When we consider that in the people of Israel God
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was giving us object lessons illustrating His deal-
ings and plans, present and future, we should expect
that this Valley of Hinnom, or Gelienna, would play
its part in illustrating things future. We know that
Israel’s priesthood and temple fllustrated the Royal
Priesthood, Christ and His church, as the Temple
of God; and we know also that their chief city was a
ficure of the New Jerusalem, the seat of Kingdom
power and regal authority—the city (government)of

- the Great King, Immantuel.

Remember, 'too, Christ’s government is represented
in the book of Revelation (21:10-27) under the fig-
ure of a city—the New Jerusalem. There, after
describing the class permitted to enter the privileges
and blegsings of that Kingdom—the honorable and
glorious, and all who have right to the trees of life—
we find it also declared that there shall not enter into
it anything that defileth, or that worketh abomina-
tion, or maketh a lie; but only such as the Lamb shall
write as worthy of life.

This city, which thus represents the entire saved
world in the end of the Millennium, was typified in
the earthly city, Jerusalem; and ithe defiling, abomin-
able, etc., the class unworthy of life everlasting, who
do not enter in, were represented by the refuse and
the filthy, lifeless carcasses cast into Gehenna outside
of the city—whose utter destruction was thus symbol-
ized—Second Death. Accordingly, we flnd; it stated
that those not found worthy of life are to be cast into
the “lake of fire” (Rev. 20:15)—fire here, as every-
where in the Bible being used as a symbol, and the
lake of fire being from this same place of destruction,
Gehenna.

As the nation of Israel was typical, it is reason-
able to expect that it would have courts and judges
resembling or prefiguring the judgments of the next
age; and that the sentence of those (figurative)
courts of that (figurative) people under those (fig-
urative) laws of that (figurative) city, would largely
correspond to the (real) court and judges in the next
age. If these points are kept in mind, they will
greatly dssist us in understanding the words of the
Lord in reference to Gehenna,; for though the literal
valley just at hand was named and referred to, yet
His words carry with them lessons concerning the
futm}']e age and the antitypical Gehenna—the second
death. :

In Danger of Hell ?

“Ye have heard that it was said by them of old
time, ‘Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill
shall be amenable to the judges:” but I say unto you,
that whosoever is angry with his brother without
a cause shall (future—under the regulations of the
real Kingdom) be amenable to the judges; and who-
soever shall say to his brother, ‘Raca’ (villain), shall
be in danger of the high council; but whosoever shall
say, ‘Thou fool,” shall be in danger of hell (Gehenna)
fire’—Matthew 5:21, 22, 27.29,

To understand these references to council and jud-
geés and Gehenng, one should know something of
Jewish regulations. The “Court of Judges” con-
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sisted of seven men (or twenty-three—the number
is in dispute), and had power to judge some classes
of crimes. The High Council, or Sanhedrin, con-
sisted of seventy-one men of learning. This consti-
tuted the highest court of the Jews, and its super-
vision was over the gravest offences. The most ser-
lous sentence was dcath; but certain very obnoxious
criminals were subjected to an indignity after death,
being refused burial and cast with the carcasses of
dogs, the city refuse, etc., into Gehenna, there to be
consumed.

The object of this burning in Gelhenna was to make
the crime and the criminal detestable in the eyes of
the people, and signified that the culprit was a hope-
less case. It must be remembered that Israel hoped
for a resurrection from the tomb, and hence they were
particular for caring for the corpses of their dead.
Hence the destruction of the body in Gehenna after
death would to them figuratively imply the loss of
hope for a future life by a resurrection. Thus to such
Gehenna reprlesented or illustrated the second death
in the same figurative way that they as a people were
typical of a future order of things under the New
Covenant.

—"but I say unto you ... it is better for thee to
lose one of thy members than that the whole body
should be cast into (Gehenna.”—Matt. 5:29.

Here again the operation of God’s law under the
New Covenant is contrasted with its operation under
the old Jewish covenant, and the lesson of self-con-
trol is urged by the statement that it {s far more
profitable that men should refuse to gratify depraved
desires (though they be dear to them as a right eye,
and apparently as indispensable as a right hand) than
that they should gratify these, and lose, in the Second
death, the future life provided through the atonement
for all who will return to perfection and God.

“Fear not them which kill the body, but are not able
to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to
destroy both soul and body in hell (Gehenna).” See
another account of the same discourse by Luke—
chapter 12, verses 4 and 5. '

Here our Lord pointed out to His followers the
great reason they had for courage and bravery under
the most trying circumstances. They were to expect
persecution and to have all manner of evil spoken
against them falsely, for His sake, and for the sake
of the “good tidings” of which He made them the
ministers and heralds ; yea, the time would come, that
whosoever would kill them would think that he did
God a service. Their consolation or reward for this
was to be received, not in the present life, but in the
life to come.

Assurance was given them that He had come to
give His life a ransom for many, and that all in their
graves must in consequence, in due time, hear the
Deliverer’s voice and come forth, either to reward
(if their trial had been passed in this life success-
fully), or future trial (judgment) ; as must be the case
with the great majority who do not, jn this present
life come to the necessary knowledge and opportunity
essential to a complete trial.
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Here it is clearly shown that Gehenna is a figure of
the second death—the utter destruction which must
ensue in the case of all who, after having fully re-
Ceived the opportunities of a future existence through
cur Lord's sacrifice, prove themselves unworthy of
Ged’s gift, and refuse to accept it, by refusing obed-
ience to His just requirements. For it does not say
that God will preserve the soul or body in' Gehenia,
but that in it He can and will destroy both! Thus we
are taught that any who afe condemned to the second
death are hopelessly and forever blotted out of exis-
tence.

Plucking Out Offending Eyes
Matthew 18: 8, 9; Mark 9: 42-48

(Since these two passages refer to the same dis-
course, we quote from Mark—remarking, however
that verses 44 and 46, and part of 45, are not found
in the oldest Greek MSS., though verse 48, which
reads the same, is in all manuscripts. We quote the
text as found in these ancient and reliable MSS.)

“If thy hand offend thee, cut it off; it is better for
thee to enter into life maimed, than having two hands
to go into Gehenna, into the fire that never shall be
quenched. And if thy foot offend thee, cut it ofi;
it is better for thee to enter halt into life, than having
two feet to be cast into Gehenna. And if thine eye
offend thee, pluck it out: it is befter for thee to enter
into the Kingdom of God with one eye than having
two eyes to be cast into Gehenna, where the worm
dieth not and the fire is not quenched.”

After reading the foregoing, all must agree with
the prophet that our’ Lord opened His mouth in par-
ables and obscure sayings. (Psa. 78:2; Matt, 13:35)
No one for a moment supposes that our Lord advised
the people to mutilate their bodies by cutting off their
limbs, or gouging out their eyes. Nor does He wish
us to understand that the injuries and disfigurements
of the present life will continue beyond the grave,
when we shall “enter into life.” The Jews, whom
the Lord addressed, having no conception of a place
of everlasting torment, and who knew the word Ge-
Henna to refer to the valley outside their city, which
was not a place of torment, nor a plice where any
living thing was cast, but a place for the utter de-
ktruction of whatever might be cast into it, recogniz-
ing the Lord’s expression regarding limbs and eyes
to be figurative, knew that Gehenna also was used in
the same figurative sense, to symbolize utter destriic-
tion—the second death,

The Lord meant simply this: The future life,
which God has provided for redeemed man, is of ines-
timable value, and it will richly pay you to make any
sacrifice to receive and enjoy that life. Should it even
cost an eye, a hand or a foot, so that to all eternity
you would be obliged to endure the loss of these, yet
life would be cheap at even such a cost. That would be
better far than to retain your members and to lose all
in Gehenna. Doubtless too, the hearers drew the les-
son as applicable to all the affairs of life, and under-
stood the Master to mean that it would richly repay
them to deny themselves many comforts, pleasures
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and tastes, dear to them as an eye, and serviceable as
a foot, rather than by gratification to forfeit the life
to come and be utterly destroyed in Gelienna.

Immortal Worms?

But what about the undying worms and the un-
quenchable fire? We answer, In the literal Gehenna,
which is the basis of our Lord’s illustration, the bodies
of animals, etc., frequently fell upon ledges of rocks
and not into the fire burning below. Thus exposed,
these would breed worms and be destroyed by them,
as completely and as surely as those which burned.
No one was allowed to disturh the contents of this
valley; hence the worms and the fire together com-
pleted the work of destruction—the fire was not
quenched and the worms died not.

This Scripture text would not infer that in Gehenna
there are immortal worms. The thought is that
worms did not die off and leave the carcasses there,
but continued and completed the work of destruction.
So with the fire: it was not quenched, it burmed on
until all was consumed. Just so if a house were ablaze
and the fire could not be extinguished, but burned
until the building was destroyed, we might properly
call it an unquenchable fire. ;

Our Lord wished to impress the thought of the
completeness and finzlity of the second death, sym-
bolized in Gehenna. All who go into the second
death will be thoroughly and completely and forever
destroyed; no ransom will ever be given again for
any (Rom. 6:9) ; for none worthy of life will be cast
into the second death, or lake of fire, but only those
who love unrighteousness after coming to the knowl-
edge of the truth.

Not only in the above instances is the second death
pointedly illustrated by Gehenna, but it is evident that
the same teacher used the same figure to represent the
same thing in the symbols of Revelation—though
there it is not called Gehenna, but translated “lake of
fire.”

The same valley was once before used as the basis
of a discourse by the Prophet Isaiah. (Isa. 66:24)
Though he gives it no name, he describes it; and all
should notice that he speaks, not as some one with
false ideas might expect, of billions alive in flames
and torture, but of the carcasses of those who trans-
gressed against the Lord, who are thus represented
as utterly destroyed in the second death.

The two prededing verses show the time when this
prophecy will he fulfilled, and it is in perfect harmony
with the symbols of Revelation: it appertains to the
new dispensation, the Millennium, the “new heavens
and new earth” condition of things. Then all the
righteous will see the justice as well as the wisdom
of the utter destruction of the incorrigible, wilful ene-
mies of righteousness, as it is written: “They shall
be an abhorring unto all flesh.” Thus is seen that
the “hell fire” of the New Testament is symbolic of
utter destruction in death rather than endless torntent.

DAWN 17

“Tartaroo” Rendered Hell

The Greek word tartaroo occurs but once in the
Scriptures, and it is translated hell. It is found in
2 Peter 2:4, and reads as follows: “God spared not
the angels who sinned, but cast (them) down to hell
(tartaroo), and delivered them into chains of dark-
ness, to be reserved unto judgment.” ‘

In the above quotation, all the words shown in
Italics are translated from the one Greek word tar-
tarco. Evidently the translators were at a loss to
know how to translate the word, but concluded they
knew where the evil angels ought to be, so they made
bold to put them into “hell,” though it took six words
to twist the idea into the shape they had predeterm-
ined it must take.- :

The word tartaroo, used by Peter, very closely re-
xembles tarfarus, a word used in Grecian mythology
as the name for a dark abyss otl prison. But tertaroo
seems to refer more to an act than to a place, The
fall of the angels who sinned was from honor and
dignity, into dishonor and condemnation, and the
thought seems to be—“God spared not the angels that
sinned but degraded them, and delivered them into
chains of darkness.”

This certainly agrees with the facts known to us
through other Scriptures; for these fallen spirits fre-
quented the earth in the days of our Lord and the
apostles. Hence they were not down in some -place,
but down in the sense of being degraded from former
honor and ‘liberty, and restrained under darkness as
by. a chain. Whenever these fallen spirits, in spirit-
ualistic seances, manifest their powers through med-
iums, pretending to be certain dead human beings,
they must always do their work in the dark, because
darkness is the chain by which they are bound un-
tilt the great Millennial day of judgment. Whether
this implies that in the near future they will be able
to materialize in daylight is difficult to determine. If
so, it would greatly increase Satan’s power to blind
and deceive for a short season—until the Sun of
Righteousness has fully risen and Satan is fully bound.

The Rich Man in Hell, Lazarus in Abraham’s

Bosom.

Those who insist on believing the torment theory,
and rolling it as a sweet morsel unier their tongues,
are quick to cite our Lord’s parable of the rich man
and the beggar as proof of their contention. The
parable is found in Luke 16:19-31. The principal
difficulty with many who read this aqcount is that,
though they regard it as a phrable, they reason on it
and draw conclusions from it as though it were a
literal statement. But to regard it as such involves
several glaring absurdities; for instance, that the rich
man went to hell because he had enjoyed many earth-
ly blessings and gave nothing but crumbs to Lazarus.
Not a word is said about his wickedness. Again,
Lazarus was blessed, not because he was a sincers
child of God, full of faith and trust; not because he
was good, but simply because he was poor and sick!

Now if this parable be interpreted literally, the
only logical lesson to be drawn from it is, that unless
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we are poor beggars full of sores, we will never enter
into future bliss; and that if we wear any fine linen
and purple, and have plenty to eat every day, we are
sure of futurke torment. Again, the coveted place of
favor is “Abraham’s bosom’”; and if the whole state-
ment be literal, the bosom must also be literal, and it
surely would not hold very many of earth’s millions
of sick and poor.

But why consider absurdities? As a parable it
is easy of interpretation—at least we can draw reasor-
able conclusions as to what it means. In attempting

to expound a parable such as this, however, an ex- -

planation of which the Lord did not furnish us, mod-
esty in expressing our opinion regarding it is certain-
ly appropriate. We therefore offer the following ex-
planatior; without any attempt to force our view upon
the reader, except so far as his own truth-enlightened
judgment may commend it as in accord with God’s
Word and plan.

To our understanding the “rich man” represented

the Jewish nation, while Abraham represented God.

At the time of the utterance of the parable, and
for a long time previously, the Jews had “fared sump-
tuously every day’-—being the special recipients of
God’s favor. As Paul says: “What advantage
then, hath the Jew? Much every way: chiefly be-
cause to them wiere committed the oracles of God
(Law and Prophecy).” The promises to Abraham
and David, and their organization as a typical King-
dom of God, invested that people with royalty, as
repriesented in the rich man’s “purple.” The typical
sacrifices of the law constituted them, in a typical
sense, a holy nation, represented by the rich mhan’s
“fine linen”—symbolic of righteousness.

Lazarus represented the outcasts from divine favor
undet the law, who, sin-sick, hungered and thirsted
after righteousness. “Publicans and sinners” of Is-
rael, seeking a better life, and truth-hungry Gentiles
who were “Ieeling after God,” constituted the Laz-
arus class. These, at the time of thHe utterance of the
© parable, were entirely destitute of ‘those special divine
blessings which Israel enjoyed. They lay at the gate
of the rich man. No rich promises of royalty were
theirs; not even typically were they cleansed; but,
in moral sickness, pollution and sin, they were com-
panions of “dogs.” Dogs, in those days, even as to-
day, were symbolical of detestable creatures, and the
typically clean Jew called the outsiders “heathen” and
“dogs,” and would never eat with them, nor marry,
nor have any dealings at all with them.—John 4:9.

As to how these ate of the “crumbs” of divine fav-
or which fell from Israel’s table of bounties, the Lord’s
words to the Syro-Phoenician woman give us a key.
He said to this Gentile woman: “It is not meet to
take the children's bread and cast it to dogs (Gen-
tiles) ;” and she anewered, “True, Lord, but the
dogs eat of the crumbs that fall from their master’s
table.” (Matt. 15:26,27.) Jesus healed her daughter
and thus gave the crumb of favor.
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The Rich Man dies, So Does the Beggar

But there came a great dispensational change in
Israel's history when as a nation they rejected and
crucified the Son of God. Then their typical right-
eousness ceased—then the promise of royalty also
ceased to be theirs, and the kingdom was taken from
them to be given to a nation bringing forth the fruits
thereof—the gospel church, “a holy nation, a peculiar
people.” (Titus 2:14; 1 Pet. 2:7,9; Matt. 21:43.)
Thus the *rich man” died to all these special advant-
ages, and soon he (the Jewish nation) found himself
in a cast-off condition—in tribulation and affliction.
In such condition that nation has suffered from that
day to this.

Lazarus also died : the condition of the humble Gen-
tiles and the God-seeking “outcasts” of Israel under-
went a change, as was represented by Lazarus being
carried by the angels (messengers—apostles, etc.) to
Abraham’s bosom. Abraham is represented in the
Bible as the father of the faithful, and receives all the
children of faith, who are thus recognized as the heirs
of all the promises' made to Abraham; for the children
of the flesh are not the children of God, but! the child-
ren of the promise are counted for the seed” (child-
ren of Abraham); “which seed is Christ”—and “if
ve be Christ's, then are ye (believers) Abraham’s
seel (children), and heirs according to the (Abra-
hamic) promise.”—Gal. 3:29.

To the symbolisms of death and burial used to illus-
trate the dissolutionof Israel and their burial or hid-
ing among the other nations, our Lord added a fur-
ther figure—"in hell (fades, the grave) he lifted up
his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar
off,” etc. The dead cannot lift up their eyes, nor see
near or far, nor converse! for it is distinctly stated in
the Bible that “There is no work, nor device, nor
kinowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave”; and the dead
are described as those who “go down into silence.”
(Eccl. 9:10; Psa. 115:17.) But the Lord wished
to show that great sufferings, or “torments,” would
be added to the Jews as a nation after their national
dissolution and burial amongst the other peoples dead
in trespasses and sins; and that they would plead in
vain for release and comfort at the hand of the form-
erly despised Lazarus class.

And history has borne out this parabolic priophecy.
For eighteen hundred years the Jews have not only
been in distress of mind over their casting out from
the favor of God and the loss of their temple and other
necessaries to the offering of their sacrifices, but they
have been relentlessly persecuted by all classes, in-
cluding professed Christians.

It was fromi the latter that the Jews have expected
mercy, as expressed in the parahle—“Send Lazarus,
that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and
cool my tongue;” =hut the “great gulf”’ fixed between
them hinders that. Nevertheless, God still recognizes
the relationship established in His covenant with
them, and address ‘them as children of the cove-
nant. (Verse 25.) These torments have been the
penalties attached to the violation of their covenant,
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and were as certain to be visited upon them as the
blessings promised for obedience.

The Five Brethren of the Rich Man

The plea of the rich man for the sending of Lazarus
to his five brethren we interpret as follows:
ple of Judea, at the time of our Lord’s utterance of
this parable, were repeatedly referred to as “Israel,”
“the lost sheep of the house of. Israel,” “cities of
Israel,” etc., because all of the tribes were repre-
sented there; but actually the majority of the people
were of the two tribes, Judah and Benjamin, as but
few of the other ten tribes had returned from Baby-
lon with the others when permission was granted by
Cyrus. If the nation of the Jews (chiefly two tribes)
were répresented in the one rich man, it would be a
harmony of numbers to understand the “five brethren”
to represent the ten tribes which were largely scat-
tered abroad. ‘

The rich man’s request relative to them was doubt-
less introduced to show that all special favor of God
cedsed to all Israel—the ten tribes, as well as to the
two more directly addressed. It seems to us evident
that Israel only was meant, for no other nation than
Israel had “Moses and the prophets” as instructors.
(Verse 29.) The majority of the ten tribes had so
far disregarded Moses and the prophets that they did
not return to the -land of promise, but preferred to
dwell among idolaters; and hence it would be useless
to attempt further communication with them, even by
one “from the dead”—the figuratively dead, but now
figuratively risen, Lazarus class—Eph. 2: 5.

Though for centuries the Jews have been bitterly
persecuted by pagans, Mohammedans and professed
Christians, they are now gradually rising to political
freedom and influence; and although there is still
mucdh trouble ahead for them, yet as a people they will
be very prominent among the nations in the beginning
of the Millennium. Eventually, the Scriptures show,
their “blindness” concerning the Messiah will be
“turned away,” and so “all Israel shall be saved.”—
Romans 11: 26.

Not only the Jews, but all mankind will have the
eves of their understanding opened during the thous-
and years of Christ’s reign, now so near at hand, be-
cause then the knowledge of God’s glory will fill the
whole earth; and all—the living and the dead—will
learn that the true God is a God of love, and that in
His love He sent His beloved Son to be the Redeem-
er and Blesser of all. Then all will give honor and
praise to “Him that sitteth upon the throne, and untc
the Lamb for ever and ever.”—Rev. 5:13.
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-WAS ADAM A MAN-WOMAN?
(Continued from page 5)

not calculated to transpose the sexes but to meastr-
ably merge them?

But even if we grant this premise, our problem
stitl remains unsolved as to humanity’s sexual status
in the hereafter. Is this merging or minimizing of .
sex contrasts to continue under -some cosmic law
until manhood and womanhood become indisting-
uishable, so that affinity and family life will wholly
cease during the millennium and beyond? And will
marn alone be effected by such a law, and not:the low-
er creation as well? When we speak of cosmic laws
scientists would insist that it is
unscientific and wunreasonable to assume that they
would work one' way upon mankind and differently,
or not at all, upon animal life in general.

Scientists Not Infallible

Scientists, however, ignore the divine plan of re-
demption, which relates to man and not to the
lower animals. They reason only from existing at-
alogies. They observe that since their inception the
orbital and axial revolutions of our planet have
swung around on schedule; that the equinoxes have
bienniaily- recurred in Aries and Libra; that the con-
tinental ‘and abyssal areas of the lithosphere always
have been approximately the same as now—as evi-
denced by the constitirents of the deep-sea ooze; and
they may say tthey see no reason for doubting that all
things will continue as they were from the begin-
ning of aqreation.

Yet it is a fact well known to the 1mt1ated that
the heirarchs of modern science realize more accur- -
ately than do the laity that the meticulous exacti-
tude of their own data is generally open to serious
question. They know that the most exact: measure-
ments made under their most powerful magnifying
lens fail grossly in correspondence with the emme-
tropic. They know too that other eyes—that of the
dragon-fly, for example—must have a very different
visual universe from our own. They also under-
stand how man’s view of the constellations is con-
ditioned by the limitations of our earth’s atmospher-
ic window-pane, and that even this has undergone
recorded precessional shiftings since those ancient
days when' the ziggurats of Shinar or Sumer were
erected. Science, then, should not be too dogmatic,
but ought to withhold final judgment—at least untii
its data on the sunspots are .completed, and until it
has satisfactorily accounted for the mysterious mi- -
grations of' the earth’s magnetic poles tand other
commonplace phenomena. _

(To be continued)
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Spurious Passage

UESTION: In Revelation 20:5 we read,
“But the rest of the dead lived not again un-
til the thousand years were finished. This
is the first reswrrection.” How do you har-
monize this stateimsent with the thought set forth in
“GOD AND REASON,” that the thousand-year
period of Christ's reign is for the very purpose of
restoring the dead world of mankind to life?

ANSWER: If we take this text exactly as it
appears in the Common Version of the Billle it
would give us the thought that the “first resurrec-
tion” consists of the raising up of the “rest of ths
dead” to life mfter the close of the thousand years’
xeign of Christ; whereas the same chapter distinctly
says that those who have part in the “first resurrec-
tion” will be kings and priests and shall reign here
during the thousand wyears.

Manifestly then there is something wrong with the
way the Common Version presents the matter. Upon
investigation it is found that this particular statement
—“But the rest ui the dead lived not again until the
thousand years were finished”—evidently is a spuri-
ous passage. ‘It does not appear in the more ancient
and authentic Sinaitic manuscript. All the Greek
manuscripts of the New Testament now available
are merely copies of the more ancient manuscripts
that preceded them. The Siniatic manuscript is the
oldest complete manuscript to whidh Bible scholars
and translators now have access.

It seems apparent that if any given statement from
our English texts does not appear irt this oldest man-
uscript, then it must have been addeéd by some copyist
and is not a part of the inspired Word. Now if we
omit the spurious sentence above mentioned, thus
leaving the continuity of the record as it was origin-
atly written, we will find that the passage is under-
standable and reasonable. Verses 4 and 5, with the
spurious passage omitted, read as follows:

“Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first
resurrection : on such the second death hath no pow-
er; but they shall be priests of God and of Christ,
and shall reign with Him a thousand years. This is
the first resurrection.” )

Satan has ever sought to hide the truth concerning
the restitution work to be accomplished by Christ
during the coming millennial Kingdom. The Cath-
olic Church believed that the foretold thousand-year
reign of Christ occurred during the time when the
Papal Roman Empire dominated the affairs of the
entire civilized world.

The teachers and monks in the Papal church knew
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that the dead were not being resurrected and brought
back to earth during that time; hence, to make the

‘Bible fit their erroneous theology, this evidently

seemed to them to be a good place to insert the idea
that the “‘rest of the dead” were not to live again
until the close of the thousand years of Papal domin-
ation. Thus this spurious passage got into the more
recent manusctipts and has been a “fly in the oint-
ment.” Many casual readers have been confused by
it.  An important part of Seventh-Day-Advent the-
ology is based solely upon this spurious passage. -

While there are a few spurious passages here and
there throughout our English Common Version of
the New Testament, yet when we think of all the
hands through which the Scriptures -have passed
since the days of the apostles, and how they have
been exposed to the tampering of many prejudiced
and superstitious minds, it is nothing short of mirac-
ulous that they have reached us in this late day with
so great a degree of purity. -

The Siniatic manuscript dates back to the early
part of the third century, and that was prior to the
time when the apostate church of Rome had sufficient
power or influence to hegin its work of seriously
corrupting the original writings of the apostles.
Hence. we can have confidence in the reliability of
this very ancient and complete record of the New
Testament. Spurious passages that appear in later
manuscriptg have to do with the false theories of a
literal burning hell, the trinity, etc., also with the
erroneous dogma that all down through the Gospe}
age God has been doing all He can to ‘convert the
world and to get them all into the church and thus
into the Kingdom of heaven.

In Luke 16:16 we have an examiple of the manner
in whidh bewildered copyists have endeavored to
bolster up the theory that now is the time when God
is teying to save the whole world.  The text reads as
follows: ‘“The law and the prophets were until John:
since that time the kingdom of heaven is preached,
and every man presseth into it.”” The clause shown
in italics is spurious. And how apparent it is that
it must be spurious, since it is clearly out 'of harmony
with the known facts! = Certainly ewery man has not
pressed into the Kingdom of heaven. Far from it.
Indeed, now, after nineteen centuries of constant ef-
fort on the part of nominal Christianitly to induce
“every man” to press into what they thought to be
the Kingdom of ‘God, the world today is further from
God than it ever has been.

But when we omit this spurious clause the text
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becomes reasonable, and in full harmony with the
facts. The Kingdom of heaven has indeed been
preached by the few, and a few have heeded the
message and have consecrated their lives to follow
in the footsteps of Jesus; in order that, by and Dy,
if faithful, they might share with Him in the.glorlous
work of the Kingdom when it is established in power
and great glory upon the earth. Thus far, however,
the world has looked upon the kingdom class with
derision, and has persecuted the followers of the
Lamb.

It will not be until the full end of this age, wherg
Satan’s empire will be overthrown by the power oi
the Christ, that the nations and peoples of the earth
humbled by the great time of trouble that brought
about the complete overthrow of their boasted insti-
tutions, will say, “Come, and let us go up to the
mountain (Kingdom) of the Lord, and He will teach
us His ways, and we will walk in His paths.” Until
that time conres, it will not be true that “every man”
presseth into the Kingdom of heaven. As opportun-
ity affords we will call attention to other spurious
passages of the Bible, and the attempted deception
that prompted their addition to the sacred record.

The Spirit Shall Return to God

QUESTION: If hwman beings do not have a
soul within them separate and apari from the body,
and which goes to heaven when the body dics, whut
does Ecclestastes 12:7 mean?.. It reads, “Then shall
the dust return to the earth as it\was, and the spirit
shall return to God who gave it.”

ANSWER: The key to the proper understand-
ing of this passage is in' the fact that the word
“return” is used in describing that which happens
to the body—referred to as “the dust’—as well as to
the spirit. For anything to return to a former con-
dition or place means that it was in that condition or
place at some former time: Hence, if the spirit’s
“peturn” to God means that human beings have a
soul within them that flies away to heaven when the
body dies, #t also would mean that this soul must
have been in heaven before it inhabited the human
body here on earth. This, of course, is absurd. No
one remembers ever having been in heaven. Pagan
reincarnationists teach that life here on earth is hut

one of a series of existences, and that most human -

beings not only have lived here on earth many times
before, but have inhabited the spiritual réalm also.
But there is no Scriptural authorityfor such a theory.
It simply represents another of Satan’s efforts to
uphold his osiginal lie, that ‘there is no death.’
What then does the foregoing® text mean? The
answer is simple. The Hebrew word translated
“spirit” in this text it ruwoach. It literally means
wind or breath. A Hebrew word having essentially
the same meaning is used in Genesis 2:7, which
reads, “And the Lornd God formed man out of the
dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils
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the breath of life; and man became a living soul.”
In this text both ‘the body and the breath are repre-
sented as originating in the creative power of God;
and in Ecclesiastes 12:7—the text under donsidera-
tion—these essentials of human life merely are said
to return at death to God who created them.

We know that the body refurns to its original
condition—to the dust of the earth; and if the breath,
or spirit of life, also returns, this simply leaves every-
thing in exactly the same condition as before the
creature’s birth. This is the reason why the Script-
ures declare, “For the living know they shall die,
but the dead know not anything.” (Eccl. 9:3) Surely
the prophet would not make a statement of this kind
in the 9th chapter of his prophecy, and then in the
12th chapter describe death in such a manner as o
imply that the dead know everything! If deaih
leaves us in the same condition as before birth—
both the body and the breath returning to their orig-
inal source—then there is indeed no consciousness in
death; hence the only hope of a future life is that
of the resurrection from the dead. Hierein lies the
difference hetweeen Satan’s theology of inherent im-
mortality and the plain teachings of the Bible which
say that all hope for the future lies in the great fact
of the resurrection: “For if the dead rise not, then
is not Chyist raised: And if Christ be not raised,
your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins; then they
also. which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished.”
—1 Cor. 15:16-13. .

Seven Women, One Husband

QUESTION: What is the meaning of Isaiak

-4:1, whichi reads as follows: “And in that day seven

women shall take hold of one man, saying, We will
eat our own bread, and wear our own apparel: only
let .us be called by thy name, to take away our
reproach?”

ANSWER: Manifestly this could no be a literal
occurance; bacause, even in this day of loose morals
and the general breaking down of respect for the
marriage contract, if seven women simultaneously
and openly claimed one man, that would bring re-
proach upon them rather than take away their re-
proach. - A “woman” frequently is used in the Bible
to symbolize a religious system, and this symbolism is
recognized even by many of our present-day church
systems. For example, the Catholic system often
is referred to by Catholics as well as by Protestants
as the! “mother church”, and the Protestant churches
are looked upon by many es the daughters of the
Papacy.

One of the “women” of the foregoing Isaiah text

evidently is referred to also in Revelation 17:4-6,

which reads, “And the woman was arrayed in purple
and scarlet colour, and decked with gold and precious
stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hands,
full of wbominations and filthiness of her fornica-
tions: and upon her forehead was 3 name written,
Mystery, Babylon The Great, The Mother of Har-
lots and Abominations of the Earth. And I saw the
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woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and
" with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus; and when I
saw lher I wondered with great admiratiop.”

Many students of the Bible insist that the passage
just quoted from Revelation refers to the Papal
church. Clrtainly it is true that Papacy has perse-
cuted and made martyrs of many of the humble
followers of the Laml, hund also has committed “for-
nication” with the kings of the earth—through il-
licit union of church and state. As the professed
church of Christ she should have been espoused only
to the heavenly Bridegroom, and have awaited His
return to be united with Him' in marriage; but io-
stead, Papacy joined hand and heart with the vari-
ous governments of the earth, and claimed thereby
to have established Christ's Kingdom (Christendom)
on earth, With this blasphemous theory she has
made the kings of the earth “intoxicated” (with
power), in that they have heen made to believe that
God was back of them, and therefore that they had
the right to go out and slaughter their fellowmen in
His name, thus to bolster wp what the “mother
chunch” claimed to be God's Kingdom.

The ‘“‘daughter” systems also have followed in the
footsteps of their “mother” in)this respest—so far as
possible; they too have committed formication with
thie kings of the earth. The Episcopal “daughter,”
for example, is united with the British Empire. For
the most part, however, the workd in general is. los-
ing faith in the blasphemous claims of both the
mother and daughter systems, and today it only nom-
inally subscribes to their absurd dogmas.

Now the Prophet Isaiah, in his symbolic utterance,
seems to have grouped together all the various nom-
inal religious systerns of our day.
number “seven” he represents them all as insisting
on rominal union with one man—Chiist—but at
heart desiring to wear itheir own apparel—the gold
and jewels of worldly wealth, and the “filthy rags”
of their own brand of ‘righteousness,” instead of the
pure “robe of Christ's righteousness.” Yet they ail
want to be called ‘Christian’ Even the Modernists,
in the present-day group of religious systems, would
niot wish ito discard the insignia of Christ as a name,

Thus at the same time, while professing to cling
to Him as their head and provider, these “women”
Jnsist on providing their own “bread” (their own
theological food) and wearing thleir own garments.
In one way or another they have rejected the plain
Biblical teaching of Christ and Him crucified—that
no one can be a true Christian without first of all
recognizing the fact that he was born a sinner, and
that he must accept as a covering the robe that is

provided through the merit of the ransom sacrifice -

of Christ Jesus.

Mercy to Unbelievers

QUESTION: In ¢ previous issue of THE Dawx,
when answering a question as to whether the Bible
taught a “second chance)’ you indicated that during
the Millennial age God would show wmercy to those
who through ignoramce did wot accept Christ in this

By the symbolic’
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life. Is there. any Scripture to show that God will
ever show mercy lo unbelievers?

ANSWER: Yes. In ‘the eleventh chapter of
Romans the Apostle Paul, while discussing the rise
and fall of the nation of Israel, points out the fact
that the Israelites at the first advent ‘rejected the
Messiah and were at that time “cast off” from divine
favor, and that meanwhile the Gentiles were given
the opportunity to become a part of the divine ar-
rangement through which God's promised blessings
wiere eventually to be dispensed to the condemned
world. Then he points out ithat in «due time| even
those unbelieving Jews who rejected Christ will have
mercy shown to them. He says:

“For ds ye (Gentiles) in times past have not he-
lieved God, yet have now obtained mercy through
their unbelief: even so have these (Jews) also now
not believed (become unbelievers), that through
your mdercy they might also obtain mercy. For God
hath concluded them all in unbelief |(being unbe-
lievers), that He might have mercy upon all.” (Rom.
11:30-32.) This miercy, the apostle shows, will be
extended to the unbelieving Jews, thousands of whom
are already in their graves, at the time when the
Deliverer shall “come out of Zion” which will be
following the second advent of Jesus and the estal-
lishment of His Kingdom.

One Thing Needful

“WE ARE LIVING under a Democracy. In order
to preserve it, no one class may dictate its actions,”
So sayd Miss Frances Perkins, Secretary of Labor,
as reported in the New York Times Magasine,
Furthermore, she goes on to say:

“QOut of the depression looms a great truth; and that is
that no one class can profif at the expense of another, The
evil which brought about our condition was neither the lack
of cooperation nor sabotage, but the unequal distribution
of the returns of industry. The obligations of industry
toward labor were never more clearly demonstrated than in
the last few years. All classes suffered equally, and it is
now evident that, in arder to cure the evil, both classes must
work together for the common good.”

White one might question the statement that “All
classes suffered equally,” Miss Perkins dertainly
drives homle a truth whien shd says that “no one class
can profit at the expense of another.” Tt id the spirit
of ruthless and selfish profiteering that spells final
disaster to the industries that support society. God
placed menr and women on earth to be mutually help-
ful. He who cannot see beyond the circle of his own
family and Gimself,’ is 2 menace to the peace and
harmony that men should enjoy.

- The greatest men of all time have been those who
have not lived for self but have spent their lives in
the service of humanity. The greatest of all beings
was Jesus Christ, who had nb home of His own on
learth and who gave His life that the world might
live. Those who are His followers can see that the
only thing that will uplift humarfity is the great law
of love, which will be established when the Divine
Kingdom is inaugurated.
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SOLOMON

HEN KING DAVID lay dying,” said Uncle
EDb, “many were wondering who would be
his successor, Some thought he would ap-
point a young favorite of his, called Adoni-
So sure was Adonijah of this that he had a

jah.
IJ'oyal retinue to accompany him wherever he went.
He rode forth in the splendor becoming to one who
was to be a king, for he {fully expected that the crown
would be his at David’s death.

“One day Adonijah had appointed a feast for his

nobles and men of influence. And what a royal
spread they had! There was mutton, lamb, beef and
veal, and the tables were also heaped with figs, grapes,
olives, honey and other delicacies too many to men-
tion. There was great festivity and rejoicing, and
indiscretely the guests cried out, ‘Long live King
Adonijah!”  Just then several persons arose and lifted
their hand to demand attention, and to hush the
laughing and jesting. Immediately a great blast of
trumpets broke forth upon the ears of the revelers
and this was followed by the music of pipes and var-
jous stringed instruments. Then was heard the
great shout of a rejoicing multitude without.

“What did it all mean? Adonijah thought it meant
that David was dead and that he, Adonijah himself,
was now to be the ruling sovereign of Israel. But
soon. a priest’s son came in and made the announce-
ment that Solomon, David’s son, had been crowned
king. Forthwith all the nobles who were at Adoni-
jah’s banquet fled to their homes in fear of the rew
king’s displeasure; and Adonijah himself, in terror of
his life, hastened to the sanctuary of the Lord and
laid hold of the horns of the altar, hoping that he
would be safe there. When King Solomon heard of
this, he sent for Adonijah and pardened him, and
sent him back to his home in peace; for Solomon was
both noble and generous, and had the reverence of
the Lord God of Israel in his heart

“Before his death King David had given Solomon
sorne exceilent advice, and now that Solomon was on
the throne he continued to follow the counsel of his
father. One time Solomon went to Gibeon to sacri-
fice to the Lord, and during the night he had a most
interesting dream, in which the Lord appeared to him
and asked him to makie a choice of whatever boon he
would like to have. Then Solomon answered the
Lord and jsaid that he felt himself but a little child,
considering the great honor which God had conferred
upon him in making him ruler over such a great peo-
ple; and that therefore what he desired above all else
was an understanding heart, to wisely judge the pec-
ple and to discern between good and bad. In other
words, he esteemed wisdom as the greatest thing that

he could have as a king; and this, therefore, was the
one good thing that he desired of the Lord.

“Now what did God think of Solomon’s request?
Suppose we read it from the third chapter of 1st
Kings, beginning at the 11th verse. John, we hav-
en’t heard your voice in reading for some time; sup-
pose we hear it tonight.”

“Yes, Uncle Eb,” said John.
after 2nd Samuet, 1 believe. Yes, here it is.”
he read the passage to us:

“And God said unto him, Because thou hast asked
this thing, and hast not asked for thyself long life;
neither hast asked riches for thyself, nor hast asked
the life of thine enemies; but hast asked for thyself
understanding to discern judgment; behold, I have
done according to thy words: lo, I have given thee a .
wise and an understanding heart; so that there was
none like thee hefore, neither after thee shall arise
like unto theée. And I have also given thee that
which thou hast not asked, both riches and honor;
so that there shall not be any among the kings like
unto thee all thy days. And if thou wilt walk in My
ways, to keep My statutes and My commandments, as
éhy Iiather David did walk, then I will lengthen thy
ays.

“Thank you John, that will do,” said Uncle Eb.
“I'm sure you have all heard the expression, ‘As wise
as Solomon.” And Solomon indeed became a truly
wise king. To illustrate his wisdom, the Bible tells us
a story about him, as follows:

“One day two women came to the king for judg-

“1st Kings conies
Then

. ment, each claiming the same child. One of these

said, “This woman’s child died in the night, and then
she arose and took my child while I slept, and pur
her dead baby in the place of mine; but in the morn-
ing T knew that the dead child was not my son. Put
the other denied this; so we have come to the king
for judgment concerning this matter.’

“Now what do you suppose the king did in this
case? What would you or I have done? How could
we have told which woman the little babe actually be-
longed to? T doubt if we should have acted as wisely
as King Solomon did. He called for a sharp sword.
What was he about to do with that terrible weapon?
He lcommanded one of his men to cut the child in two
and give half to each of the women.”

“Uncle Eb,” exclaimed Ruth, “surely Solomon did-
n’t mean that?”

“No, it was merely the king’s way of finding which
was the real mother of the child,” explained Uncle
Eb. “He knew that the babe’s own mother would
not hear to having it killed, but would rather let the
other woman have it so long as its life was spared.
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And suure enough, when the child’s real mother saw
that they were about to kill her little one, she cried
out that the other woman should have it. By this the
king knew the one to whom the infant belonged, and
commanded that it should go to the rightful owner.
And this story was spread abroad, and alt Israel com-
mended the king's judgment, for the people saw thm
he had wisdom from the Lord.

“The fame of Solomon extended afar, and rulers of
other countries heard of him. Among these was the
Queen of Sheba, who was so impressed by all the
wonderful things she heard about the king of Israel
that she decided to come to see Solomon in persorL
Though she had a ijong journey ahead of her, she
made due preparations; and in time she arrived in
Jerusalem with a large caravan of camels and drom-
edaries, laden with precious stones and spices from
her own land, and also bearing gold and rich manu-
factured articles, all of which were intended as pres-
ents for the king; and these were formally presented
to him.

“And what a magnificent sight was that which she
was now privileged to behold at Solomon’s ‘court!
A throne of ivory, guarded on each side by golden
tons; richly clad courtiers, guards, and censer-bear-
ers; gold and precious stones beyond her fondest
dreams; and Solomon himself seated on the throne,
clad in the famous and unrivaled Tyrean purple.
Such magnificance on every hand! The Queen of
Sheba was overwhelmed. Amid this display of riches
and power it seemed that all the strength departed
from her.

“King Solomon was very gracious and kind to the
Queen of Sheba. No doubt he took her to his country
seat in the Forests of Lebanon. He showed her his
vast vineyards, where the rich clusters of fruit were
mellowing in the sun; then to the garden where roses
and lilies and flowers of every known xind blonmed
luxuriantly; and to the aviaries, where hundreds of
different species of birds flew about in gorgeous plum-
age.
herds; and, in fact, I guess there was nothing of in-
terest in the kingdom that the Queen of Sheba missed
seeing when she made this memorable visit to Solo-
mon, the illustrious king of Israel.

“Then Solomon had built a temple for the Lord.
You remember that during their journey through the
wilderness the Israelites had had a Tabernacle, which
they carried about form place to place. King David
had desired to build a permanent temple, and had
made preparations for such a structure. But it was
not the will of the Lord that David should construct
this great and sacred edifice, so the work was left
for Solomon. And of course, the temple was one of
the wonderful things which the king showed to his
royal visitor. And when she had seen this glorious
building, and when she had had all her hard questions
answered by Solomon (for there was no question she
askied but what he answered to her full satisfaction),
she could not find words to express her admiration.
Let us see how the matter is stated in the 10th chap-

Then there were the mammoth royal fQucks and’
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ter of lst Kings. Paul will pleasc read for us this
time," beginning at the 4th verse.”

Almost at once Paul was ready, and read:

“And when the*Queen of Sheba had seen all Sol-
omon’s wisdom, and the house which he had built,
and the meat of his table, and the sitting of his ser-
vants, and the attendance of his ministers, and their
apparel, and his cupbearers, and his ascent by which
he went up into the house of the Lerd, there was no
more spirit in her. And she said to the king, ‘It was
a true report that [ heard in mine own land of thy
acts and of thy wisdom. Howbeit, I believed not the
words until I came and mine eyes had seen it; behold,
the half was not told me: thy wisdom and prosperity
-exceedeth the fame which I heard. Happy are the
men, happy are these thy servants, which stand con-
tinually before thee, and that hear thy wisdom. Blessed
be the Lord thy God, which delighteth in thee, to set
thee on the throne of Israel: because the Lord loved
Israel for ever, therefore made He thee king, to do
judzment wnd justice.

“Then the queen gave Solomon a great quantity of
gold, and jewels and rich spices in greater ahundance
than he had ever received before. And the king re-
turned the compliment, for he gave his visitor every-
thing she desired. So she took leave of him and with
her retinue of servants went back again to her own
country.

“Now I am sure you all would kke to hear some-
thing more about that wonderful temple which Solo-
mon built, The workmen were employed on this con-
struction for a period of seven years. The temple is
said to have cost a thousand million dollars. We can-
not realize how much money that is. A hundred and

" fifty thousand Jlaborers from foreign countries were

employed. All the stonds for the temple were taken
from the quarries and were cut into the proper shape,
and the boards and the beams were all prepared be-
fore they found their place in the building.

“So the house of the Lord is said to have been put
up ‘without the sound of a hammer.” There was no
driving of nails, no hammering of things into place,
such as we hear when a house is being built today.
Of course you remember how you used to have blocks
and all sorts of pieces with which to make a toy houce.
It is not long since Eva used to do this work. How
nicely everything fitted together when one knew just
how to do it. There was no hammering, no nailing.
And that is exactly how Solomon’s temple was con-
structed. It must have been very interesting to watch
this work progress.

“Now why was the Lord so particular about the
temple and how it should be erected? The answer is,
that the temple was a kind of picture of something
still greater than itself. Does any one of you remem-
ber if the word femple is used in the New Testa-
ment?”

“I think it says somethinig about our bodies being
temples, doesn’t it?” asked Pcter

“Yes, indeed it does. The words are: ‘Know ye

(Continued on page 33) ,
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HEZEKIAH LEADS HIS
PEOPLE BACK TO GOD

Sept. 9—2 Chron. 30: 1-9, 13

And Hezekish sent to all Israel and
Judah, and wrote letters also to Eph-
raim and Manasseh, that they should
come to the house of the Lord at Jer-
usalem, to keep the passover unto the
Lord . God of Israel.

For the king had taken counsel, and
his princes, and all the congregation in
Jerusalem, to keaep the passover in the
second month.

For they could not keep it at that

time, because the priests had not sanc- -

tified themselves sufficiently, neither had
the people gathered themselves togeth-
er at Jerusalem,

And the thing pleased the king and
all the congregation.

So they established a decree to
make proclamation throughout all Is-
rael, {rom Beer-sheba even to Dan, that
they should come to keep the passover
unto the Lord God of Israel at Jerusa-
lem: for they had not done it for a long
time in such sort as it was written.

So the posts went with the letters
from the king and his princes through-
out all Israel and Judah, and according
to the commandment of the king say-
ing, Ye children of Israel, turn again
uto the God of Abraham, Isaac and
Israel, and He will return to the rem-
nant of you, who are escaped out of
the hand of the kings of Assyria.

And be ye not like your fathers, and
lilde our .brethren, which trespassed
against the Lord God of their fathers,
Who also gave them up to desolation,
as ve see.

Now be ye not stiffnecked, as your
fathers were, but yield yourselves unto
the Lord, and enter into His sanctuary,
which He hath sanctified for ever: and
serve the Lord wvour God, that the
fierceness of His wrath may turn away
from you.

For if ye turn again umto the Lord,
your brethren and your children shall
find compassion before them that lead
them captive, so that they shall come
again into this land: for the Lord your
God is gracious and merciful, and will
not turn away His face from you, il
ve return unto Him.

And there assembled at Jerusalem

much peonle to keep the feast of un-.

leavened bread in the second month, a
very great congregation.

GOLDEN TEXT: God is grac-
tous and merciful —2 Chron. 30:9

tion.

=]} EZEKIAH, the son of
4l Ahaz, came to the throne
of Judah at the age of
twenty-five. He was one
of the very best kings of that na-
His first act was to repair
and reopen the temple. This latter
he did with much ceremony and
with many sacrifices. In his de-
sire to wipe out idolatry he de-
stroyed the brazen serpent, said to
he the one which Moses had made
and set on a pole in the wilderness
for the healing of those bitten by
the serpents. The people had
used this as an object of worship,
and the king deemed it well to
completely destroy it.

King Hezekiah called the people
to a great celebration of the pass-
over feast in Jerusalem. This was
after many of the tribes of Israel
had been taken captive to As-
syria, though Hoshea still reigned
over the remnant in Samaria. Hez-
ekiah now called upon all Israel

-to renounce idolatry and to return

to the God of their fathers, assur-
ing them that the Lord would be
merciful and would take care of
their interests as a people, on con-
dition that they would now prove
their loyalty to Him. His appeal
was presented in very strong
terms; and the people of Judah,
and many of Israel, responded in
respect to the keeping of the pass-
over, thus manifesting their con-
fidence also in the king himself.

The very first command which
God had given to the Israelites at
the hand of Moses had to do with
loyalty to God. It was, “I am the
Lord thy God. Thou shalt have
none other gods before Me. Thou

. shalt not make to thyself any grav-

en image, nor the likeness of any-
thing that is in heaven above, or in
the earth beneath, or in the waters
under the earth. Thou shalt nnt
how down to them. nor worship
them, for I, the Lord thy God, am
a jealous God, and visit the sins
of the fathers upon the children
unto the third and forth generation
of them that hate Me, and shew

. God and righteousness.

mercy unto thousands of them
that love Me and keep My com-
mandments.”

God is the head of all righteous
law, and absolute power ond au-
thority repose in Him. Failure to
recognize Him as the Head of the
universe caused much trouble to
the Israelites at various timies in
their history. He has allowed the
world to drift away from Him
and to come under the temporary

rule of Satan.

But a few God has called to. al-
legiance to Himself. During the
present age these constitute His
Church—drawn out of the world,
not doing homage to Satan nor to
his laws, but in all things serving
and obeying their own Heavenly
King, and upholding His law of
love and righteousness as above all
other things.

To those who have ears to hear
God’s Word, He says: “Come
out from among them and be ye
separate; touch not the unclean
thing; and I will receive you, and
I will be a Father unto you, and
ve shall be My sons and daught-
ers, saith the Lerd Almighty.

“And he cried mightily with a
loud voice, saying, Babylon the
great is fallen, is fallen, and is be-
come the habitation of devils, and
the hold of every foul spirit, and
the cage of every unclean and hate-
ful bird ... And T heard another
voice from heaven, saying, Come
out of her, My people, that ye be
not partakers of her sins and that
ve receive not of her plagues, for
her sins have reached to heaven,
and God hath remembered her in-
iquities.”—Rev, 18:2,4, 5.

God" does not countenance idol-
atry today any more than He has
done at any time in the past. The
Lord is making much excuse for
the world. because the people of
the world have been so long de-
ceived by the great adversary of
But when
it comeg to the Christian, thiere
must be no compromise, no affil-
iation with the forces of evil. The
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Apostle Paul says, _
“What fellowship hath right-
eousness with unrighteousness?
and what communion hath light
with darkness? And what con-
cord hath Christ with Belial? Or
what part hath he that believeth
with an infidel? And what agree-
ment hath the temple of God with
idols? For ye are the temple of
the living God.”—2 Cor. 6: 14-17.

QUESTIONS:
How does Hezekiah rank in virtue

among the kings of Judah?
What reforms did Hezekiah

tute among God's chosen people?
Name the first law of God.

thsti-

With

whom is this law in operation today?

When will it operate for the world?

How does the apostle reason con-
cerning the opposing elements of right-
eousness and unrighteousness?

IWVho has been called to the great
Passover feast? And how is this feast

celebrated?
. ’ ‘s

ISAIAH CONTRASTS
FALSE AND TRUE WORSHIP

Sept. 16—Isa. 1: 10-20

"Fear the word of the Lord, ye rul-
ers of Sodom; give ear unto the law of
our God, ye people of Gomorrah.

To what purpose is the multitude of
your sacrifices unto Me? saith the
Lord. I am full of the burnt offerings
of rams, and the fat of fed beasws: and
I delight not in the blood of bullocks,
or of lambs, or of he goats.

When ve come to appear baforc Me,
who hath required this of your hand,
to tread My courts?

Bring no more oblations; incense i3
an abomination unto Me:; the new
moons and sabbaths, the calling of as-
semblies, I cannot away with; it is
iniquity, even the solemn mieeting.

Your new moons and your appointed
feasts My soul hateth: they are a
trouble unto Me; I am weary to beat
them.

And. when ye spread forth your
hands, T will hide Mine eyes from you:
vea., when ye make many prayvers, [
will not hear; your hands are full of
blood.

Wash you, make you clean; put away
the evil aof vour doings from before
Mine eves; cease to do evil;

TLearn to do well; seek ]udgmenf
saith the DLord: though your sins be as
scarlet, they shall be as ‘white as sriow;
thouch they be red like crimson, they
shall be as wool.

If ve be willing and obedient, ye shall

eat the good of the land:

But if ve refuse and rebel, ye shall be
devoured with the sword: for the
mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.

THE DAWN

GOLDEN TEXT: Who shall as-
cend into the hill of ‘the Lord? and
who shall stand in His holy place?

He that hath clean hands and a

" pure heart, who "hath not lifted up .’
U #These six things doth the Lord
“hate ;

his soul unto vanity, nor sworn de-
ceitfully.  He shall  receive
blessing from the Lord, and right-

eousnesss from the God of His sal-~

vation.—Psalm  25: 3-5

AN naturally is religious,
and there are thousands of
religions in the world tc-
day. With many persons
religion means merely the formal
use of ritual and ceremony. It was
so in the case of the Jewish rulers
in the time of Christ. They were

most punctlhous when it came to
observing the rites of the law.
They seemed to think that God
attached great importance to out-
ward form. Speaking to them the
Master . said,

“You neglect. God’s command-
ment; you hold fast to men’s tra-
ditions. .
thy father and thy mother,
Le that curses father or mother,
let him die the death’ But you
say, ‘If a man says to his father
or mother, It is Korban (that is,
a thing devoted to God),” what-
ever it is, which otherwise you
would have received from Me—
and so you no longer allow him
to do anythig for his father or
mother, thus nullifying God’s pre-
cept by your tradition which you
have handed down. And man)
things of that kind you do.”
Mark 7 (Weymouth).

Then Jesus said, “There is
nothing outside a man which eti-
tering in can make unclean... For
from within, out of men’s hearts,
their evil purposes proceed—forn-
ication, theft, murder, adultery,
covetousness, wickedness, deceir,
licentiousness, pride, reckless folly:
all these things come from within
and make a man unclean.”

So it becomes evident that the
outward observance of religion is
an abomination to the Lord unless
the heart is right. “Keep thy heart
with all dilligence, for out of it are

" the issues of life.” Man looketh on
the outward appearance, but the
Tord looketh upon the heart.”
“The fruits of the spirit are love,

the

For Moses said, ‘Honor
And

" joy, peace, longsuffering, gentle-
“.ness, goodness, meekness, self-con-
7 trol. Against such there is no law.”

—Gal. 5:22,23.
‘In’ Proverbs 6:1620 we read:

yea, seven are an abomina-
tion ‘unto- Him: A proud look, a
lying tongue, and hands that shed
innocent blood, an heart that de-
viseth wicked imaginations, feet
that be swift in running to mis-
chief, a false witness that speaketh
lies, and he thay soweth discord
among brethren.””

So, “he that hath clean hands

“and a pure heart, who hath not

lifted up his soul unto vanity nor
sworn deceitfully” is the one with
whom the Lord is pleased. Noth-
ing indeed will compensate for the
lack of these qualifications, for they
touch the very basic principles of
character.

God’s people must shine forth as
gold, and must stand all the tests
applied to them. Jesus the great
Exemplar of righteousness left
a pattern, that they should follow
in His steps. He held up the high-
est :standards of rectitude. He
condemned all hypocrisy and sham.
He has made very clear to us whet
it means to ‘enter into the hill of
the Lord and stand in His holy
place’

QUESTIONS:

What principles are said to be the
very foundation of the throne of God?

What is meant by ‘ascending into the
hill of the Lord and standing in His
holy place?

How could one’s hands be unclean?
What is tmpurity of heart?

IWhat sins shall be “as ‘white as
snow”? How is this accomplished?

How can we “relirve the oppressed”?
Tust what can e do for the world to-
day? Is it a privilege or a dutv?

.
»

ISAIAH COUNSELS RULERS

Sept. 23—Isaiah 31: 1-9;
37: 36, 37

Woe to them that go down to Egypt
for help; that stay on horses, and trust
in chariots, because they are many; and
Vit Forsemen, because they are very

strong: bug they look not unto the
Holy' One of Israel, neither seek the
Lord!

Yet he also is wise, and will bring



evil, and will not call back his words;
but will arise against the house of the
evil doers, and against the help of them
that wgrk iniquity.

Now the Egyptians are men, and not
God; and their horses flesh, and not
spirit. When the Lord shall stretch oat
His hand, both he that helpeth shall
fall, and he that is holpen shall fall
down, and they shall fail together.

For thus hath the Lord spoken unto
me, Like the lion and the young lion
roaring on his prey, when a multitude
of shepherds is called forth against him,
he will not be affraid of their voice, nor
abase himself for the noise of them:
so shall the Lord of hosts come down
to fight for Mt. Zion, and for the
hill thereof.

As birds flving, so will the Lord of
hosts .defend Jerusalem; defending also
He will deliver it, and passing over
He will reserve it. ‘

Turd ve unto Him from whom tHe
children of Israel have deeply revolted.

For in that day every man shall cast
away his idols of silver, and his idols
of gold, which your own hands have
made unto you for a sin.

-Then shall the Assyrian fall with the
sword, not of a mighty man; and the
sword, not of a mean man, shall de-
vour him: but he shall flee from the
sword, and his young men shall hbe
discomfited.

And he shall pass over his strong-
hold for fear, and his princes shall be
afraid of the ensign, saith the Lord,
whose fire is in Zion, and His furnace
in Jerusalem.

GOLDEN TEXT: Thou wilt
kecp him in perfect peace whose
mind is staid on Thee, because he
trusteth in Thee—Isaiah 26:3

M F ANY man fack wisdom,
let him ask of God, who
giveth {freely and upbraid-
eth not,” said the Apos-
tle James. Those who have come
into harmony with God through
Christ realize their privilege of
going to the Lord for counsel and
instruction. For these to go to
Egypt (the world) for guidance
would be to admit that God is not
able to direct their course.

It is for the world to trust in
chariots and horsemen, and the
things that man has fashioned for
his own protection and his own
gain. Sennacherib king of Assyr-
ia trusted in the ‘greatness of his
host. He felt that nothing could
withstand the power of that migh-
ty army. But 185000 Assyrian
soldiers were a small matter for

God to handle.
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“The angel of death spread his wings
on the blast,

_ And breathed on the face of the foe as

he passed.
And the eves of the sleepers waxed
deadly and chill,
And their hearts but once leaped, then
forever were still”
The idols of men are many in-
deedd. The people of earth 'still

trust in  worldly institutions,

. though these have proved them-

selves unstable and unworthy.
Jesus said that it would be unwise
to try to sew new patches on an
okl garment, or to pour new wine
into old hottles. Yet this correctly
illustrates what many are doing to-
dav. .
To use another figure of speech:
Many are trying to support and
uphold a great image which the
Lord says He will smite with a
stone, cut out of a mountain with-
out hands, so that it will be blown
away as chaff before the wind.
(Dan. 2)  But there are those
who do not want to see this image
of world power overthrown; and
they are putting up their hands to
steady it, because it has begun tn
shake. They still have faith in it.
Their trust is in man rather than
in Gad. :
Truly the world is full of idals.
Among these are gold and silver
and houges and lands. One idol-
izes a thing when he puts it be-
fore the Lord. In the 2nd chapter
of Isaiah’s prophecy we read:
“Their land also is full of silver
and gold, neither is there any end
of their treasures; their land is
also full of horses, neither is there
any end of their chariots. Their
land also is full of idols; they wor-
ship the work of their own hands,
that “which their own fingers have
made. .. In that day a man shall

cast his idols of silver and his idols

of gold which they made each one
for himself to worship, to the
moles and to the bats, to go into
the clefts of the rocks, and into
the tons of the rageed rocks, for
fear of the Lord and for the glory
of His majestv, when He ariseth
to shake terribly the earth.”

Yes, indeed, God assures us
that He will shake the earth. He
says. “I will shake the heavens
and the earth and the sea and the
dry land, and T will shake all na-
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tions, and the desire of all nations
shall come, and I will fill this
house (the earth) with glory, saith
the Lord of hosts.” (Hag. 2:7.)
This shaking is set forth in the
book of Revelation as a great
earthquake : .

“And the great city was divided
into three parts. and the city of
the nations fell: and great Baby-
lon came in remembrance before
God, to give unto her the cup of
the wine of the fierceness of His
wrath.”—Rev. 16:18, 19,

As the Lord’s people see a con-
dition developing in which “the
elements shall melt with fervent
heat,” they rejoice to know that
the old world-system is drawing
to an end, and that ere long God
will be exalted in the earth, so that
men shall worship Him and Him
alone, and come under His great
laws of righteousness and truth,
which will mean for all the willing
and obedient assured happiness
and everlagting life.

QUESTIONS:

What great city 1is. in the book of
Rewclation, spiritually  called Sodom
and Egypt? : .

HW'ho are they that go down to Egyft
for help and who trust in chariots and
horscs? ]

“As birds flying, so will the Lord of

Chosts defend Jerusalem.” Hps this been

fulfilled ?

Is the Christian in danger of idol-
atry? What docs Paul mean by saving
“Little Children, keep vyourselwes from
idols” ?

Why will God shake the earth, and
how?

GOD’S WITNESSES
Sept. 30—Heb. 11: 32-40

And what shall I more say? for the
time would fail me to tell of Gideon,
and of Barak, and of Samson, and of
Jenhtha, of David also, and Samuel,
and of the prophets;

Who through faith subdued king-
doms, wrought righteousness, obtained
promises, stopped the mouths of lions,

Quenched the violence of fire, escaped
the edge of the sword, out of weak-
ness were ! made strong, waxed valiant
in ficht, turned to flight the armies of
the aliens,

Women received their dead raised to
life again: and others were tortured,
not accepting- deliverance: that they
might ohtain a better resurrection.

And others bad trial of cruel mock-
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ings and scourgings, yea, moreover, of
bounds and imprisonments:

They were stoned, they were sawn
asunder, were tempted, werne slain with
the sword; they wandered about in
shd:pskins and goatskins ;. being desti-
tute, afflicted, tormented;

(Of whom the world was not wor-
thy:) they wandered in deserts and in
mountains, and in dens and caves of the
earth,

And all these, having obtained a good
report through faith, received not the
promise ;

God having provided some better
thing for us, that they without us
should not be made perfect,

GOLDEN TEXT: Without faith
it & impossible to please Him—
Hebrews 11:6

7 OD always has had His
representatives in the
world. From the time of
righteous Abel there were
men and women who loved the
Lord and who had faith to believe
that His promises were yea and
amen.

_In the 11th chapter of Hebrews
the Apostle Paul gives a glowing
account of the doings of such per-
sons. He tells: how Abraham left
his home and country and went
forth unto a strange land to which
the Lord had called him, really
not knowing whither he was go-
ing. Then at a later time he of-
fered up his son Isaac, believing
that God could raise him from the
dead in order to make good His
promise of the seed of blessing.

Moses is held up as another
great wexample of faith, for “by
faith Maoses, when he was come to
vears, refused to be called the son
of Pharaoh's daughter; choosing
rather to suffer afflictions with the
people of God than to enjoy the

pleasures of sin for a season; es-

teeming the reproach of Christ
greater riches than the treasures
in Egypt: for he had respect unto
the recompense of the reward. By
faith he forsook Egypt, not fear-
ing the wrath of the king: for he
endured, ap seeing Him who is
invisible.”

And this was true of them all:
they endured as SEEING HIM
WHO IS INVISIBLE. Among
them was Daniel, who, when he
knew that he was being spied up-
on,=prayed to God with his win-
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dows wide open, three times a
day.
into the den of lions. When the
king, Darius, visited the den of
lions early in the morning, he
cried out to Daniel and called him
the “servant of the living God,”
for he had seen something of the
workings of faith in this wonder-
ful man. .

When the walls of Jericho fell
down by faith, we can suppose
that there were some in Israel’s
multitude who had no faith; for
from the first there were com-
plainers in the camp of Israel.
But it was not these who brought

the blessings upon the rest: it was

those who' knew that God would
keep His promise. Here was the
faith that God rewarded. ‘God has
said those walls will fall, and they
will,” was the thought in the minds
of some. So, their marching
aroupnd the walls was done in
faith. Their anticipation of the
desired event was kept strong in
their minds.

So, then, it was through the
proving of their faith that these
men received a good report, and
that God was pleased with them.
Yet the great promise of the
Maessianic Kingdom was not made
good to them during their life-
time on earth—"“God having pro-
vided some better thing for us,
that they without us should not he
made perfect.”

And what is the “better thing"”
that God has provided for us? It
is “glory, honor .and immortality”
in the heavenly part of the Kirg-
dom. This is the great reward
held out to the church of Christ.
God has so arranged His plan that
the worthy characters of Cld Tes-
tament times will not have a res-
urrection in advance of the church.

After the members of the church
are all chosen out of the world
and are raised to immortality in
the First Resurrection, then will
come the time for the awakening

from death of the Ancient Wor- =

thies, who, as the Scripture says,
will he “princes in all the earth.”

~—DPsalm 45.

Jests said, “‘When the Son of
man cometh, shall He finl faith
on the earth?” Truly there is not
much faith on earth today! Guod is

For this cause he was cast

not in the minds of the people cf
this world. They have caught no
vision of truth. They know noth-
ing of the mighty divine plan that
aims at the blessing of all the fam-~
ilies of the earth. But the conse-
crated followers of Jesus know of
this wondrous boon that is to
come, and they accordingly re-
joice. Their faith is now on trial,
and when it has stood every test

they shall come forth as gold.

QUESTIONS:

What value does God place upon the
quality of faith? )

Were the Ancient Worthies fustified
by faith or by works, or by both?

Explain the statement, “Women re-
cetved their dead raised to life again”

What “better thing” has God prepared
for us?
What kind of resurrection will the
Ancient Worthies have?
*e
T e
FELLOWSHIP
CHRIST

Oct. 7—John 15:1-16

WITH

I am the true vine, and My Father
is the hushandman.

Every branch in Me that beareth not
{ruit, Fe taketh away: and -every
branch that beareth fruit He purgeth
it. that it may bring forth more fruit.

Now ye are clean through the word
which I have spoken unto you.

Abfde in Me, and I in you. As the
branch cannot bear fruit of itself,
except it abide in the vine; no more
can ye, except ye abide in Me,

T am the vine, ve are the branches.
He ‘that abideth in Me, and I in Him,
the same bringeth forth much fruit:
for withowt Me ye can do nothing.

If a man ahide not in Me, he is cast
forth as a branch. and is withered;
and men gather them, and cast them
into the fire. and they are burned.

If ye abide in Me, and My words
ahide in vou. ve shall ask what ye
will. and it shall be done unto you.

Herein is Mv Father glorified, that

ve hear much fruit: so shall ye be My

disciples.

As the Father hath loved Me, so
have I loved you: continue ye in My
love.

If ye keep My commandments, ye
shall ahide in My love; even as I
have kept My Father's commandments,
ard abide in His love.

These things have I spoken unto you,
that My jov might remain in you, and
tht vour jov might be full.

This is My commandment, that ye
love one another, as I have loved you.



Greater love hath no man than this,
that a man lay down his life for his
friends. .

Ye are My friends if ye do whatso-
ever I command you.

Henceforth I call you not servants;
for the servant knoweth not what His
Lord doeth: bur I have called you
friends; for all things that I have
heard of My Father I have made
known unto you.

GOLDEN TEXT: As the branch
cannot bear fruit of itself, except it
abide in the vine; so neither can
ve except ye abide in Me.—-
John 15:4

-] HE figuré of the Vine and
Branches very well illus-
trates the unity of the
® church of Christ. It clear-
ly sets forth the fact that there is
one church, and one Head of the
church. According to this picture
drawn by the Master, all the de-
nominations of Christendom can-
not be churches of Christ. In fact,
true Christianity is not a denomi-
national thing at all.

The Apostle Paul said, “If any
man have not the spirit of Christ,
he is none of His.” Tt therefore
follows that if one is possessed of
the spirit of Christ, he IS His!
This is a simple matter, and nne
capable of being readily determ-
ined according to the Scriptures.

The Master expects His follow-
ers to “bear fruit,” and not to he
like the fig tree, which, heing de-
void of fruit, Jesus caused to
wither away. The truth 1 given
to us for a definite purpose, and
must be used in the way which
the Lord intends. “The fruits of
the spirit,” said the apostle, “are
love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
geutleness. goodness, faith, meek-

THE DAWN

ness, self-control.” The, Lord of
the harvest will surely look for
these in all who claim to be His
disciples.

Men prune trees to cause them
to be more prolific. When there
are too many branches, the super-
fluous ones are taken away. And
the fruit-bearing ones are pruned
that they may bring forth more
and larger fruit. Jesus said that
the ‘same holds true with the
church.  Sometimes the Lord
prunes away something that is
dear to us, because it is drawing
too much sap to itself and pre-
venting the production of that
special fruit which He requires.

The vine is especially suscepti-
ble to pruning. Ii allowed to run
to wood, it would be an utter faii-
ure. The husbandman knows just
how to do the pruning work. So
it is with the Heavenly Father.
He knows exactly what kind of
treatment His people need. He
wants to see in them all the fruits
of righteousness.

Jesus said, “Herein is My Faths
er glorified, that ye hear miuch
fruit; so shall ye be My disci-
ples.” When we see the pruning
work being  done by the Lord, we
should rejoice to know that e
is taking the promised interest in
us; it should give us greater as-
surance of His love.

We abide in Christ by faith, and

by means of the spirit of our con-
secration to do His will. It is of
the greatest importance, there-
fore, that His words abide in us.
“Sanctify them through Thy truth:
Thy Word is truth,” said Jesus.
God used the Word of truth as the
means of our begettal. See James
1:18.
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Feeding on and assimilating
the Word of God induces our
growth in grace. “Man liveth
not by bread alone but by every
word that proceedeth out of the
mouth of God.” Hence God’s in-
structions to us through His Word
must necessarily be of the greatest
importance. When we neglect the
Word, we neglect the most im-
portant means of contact with
Christ and with our Heavenly
Father.

Jesus said, “Henceforth I cali
you not servants; for the servant
knoweth not what his Lord doeth:
but I have called you friends: for
all thingls that I have heard of My
Father 1 have made known unto
you.” What a privilege to thus
he treated as His friends, to have
the Master’s confidence, to be un-
der His direct guidance, and to
know that “all things work togeth-
er for good to them that love God
—the called adcording to His put-
pose.”

Ere long all the darkness of the
world will he gone, and the knowl-
edge of the Lord will fill the earth’
as the waters cover the sea. By
that time the vine will have vielded
alt its fruit, and the practical re-
sult of this for the world will he
the blessing of all .

CQUESTIONS:

What fruit dors God
Christian to bring forth?

I#hat is the special lesson taught in
the figure of the vine and the branches?

How do we abide in Christ? What
Fecomes of those who fail to so abide?

What are the “all things” that Jesus
has made known unto usf

What is the importance of Bible
studv? Docs it help to keecp us in the
vine?

expect the

Is the Earth Alone Inhabited?

ASTRONOMERS are of the opinion that the earth
is the only planet of our solar system that is habit-
able, biecause of extremes of heat and cold believed
to prevail on other heavenly bodies, and unfavorable
There was a time when
many were of the opinion that life might exist en
-Venus or on Mars; hut the latest scientifie findings
~ seem to be against this theory. Hence the idea ot

communicating with these planets is losing its pop-

atmospheric conditions.

ularity.

While the. Bible gives no information regarding

home also.

be inhabited.”

conditions on the various stars and planets of space,
it dces say a lot about the earth, ithe original home
of man, his present place of existence, and his future
Speaking of the earth the prophet says:
“He (God) formed it nmot in vain, He formed it to
And again we read, “One genera-
tiont passeth away and another generation cometh,
but the earth abideth forever.”
laid the foundations of the earth that it should not

David said, “He

e removed {orever.”
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TALKING THINGS OVER

4_1

] NTEREST at THE DAWN office right now
is to h considerable extent centered in the
distribution of the new hook, “GOD AND
REASON.” The question in the minds of
many is, How can this new; publication be used to
the best advantage? To this question we reply that

there does not seem to be lany “‘best method” of -

making known the glad tidings. But the book, “GOD
AND REASON,” is suitable for use in many ways.

Some have expressed their intention of obtaining
a quantity and toaning them from door to door, to
all who will promise to read; and then, if suffitient
interest is mawakened to warrant it, to arrange for a
series of chart talks in the neighborhood, with the
ultimate object in view of establishing a first volume
study. We shall be interested in hearing how this
method is working out.

Others are making plans to introduce them at the
close of public meetings, as a means of following up
the interest awakened by the speaker. It should be
remembered that “GOD AND REASON” is not
“intended to be a full discussion of the truth. Tt is
but a brief, up-to-the-minute presentation of the main
fundamentals, in relation to present-day world con-
ditions, and treated in such a manner as to appeal
to those who are seeking to learn the meaning of the
distressing world evenits of thie present time. -

Even as any public speaker must keep up to date
in his manner of presenting his message if he ex-
pects to hold his audience, so we believe that our
introductory truth Ulicrature should have a pres-
ent-day application. DBut once the interest in reading
is aroused; then “The Divine Plan” should be intro-
duced as the text book supreme, for making clear
the gospel of Christ in all its glorious details. We
are much interested to hear of the measure of suc-
cess attained in the using of “GOD AND REASON"
in connéection with public meetings.

Some of the friends have suggested that it might
be possible to c¢onduct a sort of specialized “loan-
ing campaign” of the new book amongst Sunday
School teachers and cther church workers. Names
and addresses of such are frequently published in
church calendars, and contact with them can be made
either by mail or by personal call. This should he
an interesting and fruitful effort. Brethren of THE
DAWN are preparing a special circular announce-
ment for use in connection with this method of
preaching the gospel, whiich, as soon as deady, will
he supplied free, in quantities, o those who request
them. These dirculars can be sent through the mail
or delivered personally. .

The house-to-house sale of literature by colpor-
teurs and pastoral workers was greatly blessed of the
Lord in years gone by, and many today are rejoicing
in the light'of present trfuth as a result of having

the books brought to their attention 'in this way.
Brethren of THE DAWN are not urging the use
of any of these methods in particular, for they know
that all whose hearts are filled with the spirit of the
Lord will avail themseives of whatever opportunities
they can find to bear witness to the truth—whether
it he in the use of “God and Reason” or by some
other nteans—thus exemplifying the mind qf Him
who joyfully laid down His life proclaiming the
Kingdom messagl.

It isn't much that any of us can do, even at best;
and we are glad of this, becauge ‘‘great works” are
nott igood credentials in the Lord’s sight. But this
does not excuse any of us from the responsibility
that a knowledge of the truth phaces upon us, of
letting our light shine as best we can, and in any way
we can. FEven a single piece of truth literature
placed in the hands of a friend, neighbor, relative,
or athers with whom we dome in contact, may prove
to be a great Iblessing to the one receiving it; and it
also is certain that such effort to help othets will
bring a great blessing to our own hearts.

In any event, hefore deciding to use “GOD AND
REASON” for such purpose, even in a small way,
we suggest that you first secure a copy and read it
carefully yourself. Be sure that it contains just the
kind of' a message you could enthusiasticly pass
on to cthers. If ywou find that it does, and we he-
lieve you will, then we have confidence that the T.ord
will direct you in its use to His glory, and to the
bléssing of many hungry hearts,

Convention at Brookside, Mass.

On August 16th about seventy-five friends came
to Brookside, Mass., to enjoy the feliowship afforded
by convention priviteges. It was a beautiful day,
and the meetings—except the public one—were held
outside. The Boston friends hired a bus and some
thirty “of them were present. The entire occasion
was most enjoyable.

In the morning talks were given by Brothers Hugo
Kuehn and Martin Mitchell. The first dwelt on the
first chapter of Peter, and stressed the great points
of Christian character that count with God. The
Christian must get down to real working on his job,
and do what the Lord says—“Add to your faith
fortitude, and to fortitude knowledge, and to know-
ledge temperance, and to temperance patience, and
to patience godliness, and to godliness brotherly
kindness and love. For if ye do these things, ye shall
never fail.”

Brother Mitchell set forth the ‘divine promises to
the church, and their importance, “that by these ye
may be partakers of the divine nature.” These prom-
ises are yea and amen, and will never fail. They
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should be an msplratmn to us in all the affairs of
Ylife.

Brother Oberg, of Worcester, spoke on 1 the subject
of “Preparing to Meet the Lord”  The bride pre-
pares herself for the bridegroom. We should have
our lamps trimmed and burning, our robes white
and clean. Ere loug the marriage will take place,
mnd we want to be ready.

Brother Hudgings, of New York, gave the public
address on “The Battle of the Ages.”
out that the great fight between right and wrong has

. heen going on ever since the fall of man, but ere long
the Lord wil} take over the world and will eternally
«establish righteousness and truth for the blessing of

A fine testimony meeting was held. One brother
said, “Some speak of the good old days when we
first got the truth. But the present days should he
as good as any. God never changes. He is as good
now as He has ever been. Suppose we make the
present the best of all times.”

«LConvention at Worcester, Mass.

July 29th was the occasion of a conference of the
friends at Worcester, Mass. This was addressed
by Brothers Thomson, Doulter and Bridges. The
public discourse was on the subject, “The Divine
Kingdom the Solution of Earth’s Problems.” This
was delivered by Brother Bridges who forcefully
and graphically drew a picture of the world's pres-
ent troubles and demonstrated the fadt that no hu-
man effort can possibly prove availing in assisting
‘man to higher conditions of life. The consummation
of the pu]lm'cr—down fortes now at work will mean
a great world-wide time of trouble that will shatter
and dissolve the various systems thiat now exist and
make room for the great Kingdom of life and glad-
ness of which the B1ble speaks

All the discourses were well received and enjoyed
by the frierids. Brother Boulter spoke in his usual
atinjulating style on “Walking with God,” point-
ing out to the friends the great privilege of running
for the prizer of the High Callmrf of God in Christ
Jesus, and showing how light our present trials wiil
seem when we get to the !end of the way. Brother
Paul Thomson spoke on “Fellowship.” He encour-
aged the followers of the Master to “keep on keep-
ing on,” ever striving to be more like their Lord in
love, in patience, in endurance, in holiness of life,
and thus laying hold upon the heavenly treasure,
and goming more tocrether in the true fellowship of
love.

The attendance at the morning session was 108
and in the afternoon 125. A stimulating testimony
meeting was conducted by Brother Margeson. Some
said they were finding their way back into the glori-
ous truths that had gladdened their hearts years ago.
They were kleeply moved at hearing the “old, old
story” told in its natural beputy “and §1m911C1ty
Tiuly the spirit of love was manifested in large de-
gree at this convention.

He pointed
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Convention at Bridgeton, N. J.
On Sunday, August 12th, a one-day convention was

" held in Bridgeton, N. J., where there took place a

gathering of the friends who participated in the ex-
ercises with much joyfulness. The services opened
up with a symposium by Brothers Laval, Brenna-
man, Fekel and Laird. The first fyaced the chronol-
ogy from Adam to Moses and showed how Moses
could have written down the history contained in the
pentateuch without inspiration. The second speaker
said that the two great things required of worship-
pers is that they worship in spirit and in truth. That
is, we must love God, and know and understand Him
in order to please Him. “Justification,” said Bro-
ther Fekel, “depends on our faith in God and not on
any merit in ourselves. All is of divine favor.”
Brother John lLaird said: “We Have to be intro-
duced to God; and Jesus said, ‘No man cometh unto
me except the Father which sent Me draw him.
So it’s a glorious inwitation to us to become sons of
God. So ‘let us draw near with full assurance of
faith’ ™ as the apostle says in Heb. 10:22,

Brother Paul Thomson spoke on 1 Cor. 2:16: “We
have the mind of Christ.” Some of his statements
The brethren are growing but not many are
The important thing is a clos-
er approach to God. The first thing Bible study
should do for us is to make us humble. The most
colossal thing for any human being is to have the
spirit of God. The treasures of the Bible are revealed
by the Lord. We cannot pry them out with a big
lever in our own strength. If we apply our brains
to trying' to get things in our own wisdom, the first
thing we know we'll have scrambled brains and we’ll
not like it. We should compare Scripture with
Scriptures and let God’s Word explain itself, and we -
should fearnmr to wait on God for things that we can-
not understand. '

were :
advancing new ideas.

Brother W. Robertson spoke on “Immersion into
Christ.” He pointed out that the Christian is buried
into the will of God and is dead to the world. His
part is full surrender of himself with all that he is
and has. Henceforth he is controlied by the power
of the divine spirit. He is living unto Him who
called him out of darkness into the light of God.
This baptism places us all. in the same body, and
makes us all one in Chdist’ Jesus.

Brother Sargeant spoke on “Risen with Christ,”
and brought out some thoughts in connection with
this theme. ,

The convention ended with a testimony meeting
in which many of the friends took part and which
terminated a season of profit and good cheer.



Main Things in Dawn

“Tyear Brethren: 1 greet you in the name of the Lord!
That means a lot; for it means, in the name of the Truth,
which is the thing for which you stand and which reveals
the gloricus charactbr of our God.

“For some time I have intended writing to you po tell
you how heartily I approve of your aftitude toward the
great verities of the divine Word. When I left a chrtain
religious society some vears ago, I did so because I found
it impcgsible to endure the bondage that was grewing harder
to bear as mwonths and years passed by. I sought to tind
an atmosphere of love, freedom, tolerance, good-will, among
those who belleved the Bible and the glorious plan which
it contgins. I read vatious publidations all setting forth
the truth in some of its aspectk. Then one day there came
to me a copy af THr Dawx. This I read through, and I
was amfazed at its Jirectness, its powler and its scope. I

~ found in it subject mdter for various classes of readers,
and this vastly pleased me.

“The thing that I chiefly like about THr Dawx is that
it places the things of chief importance first. It does not

. harp on minor issues, nor make a mountgin out of things
that fit into lthe diviane plan only in a secondary sense. It
is mot a “hobby” publication, and it was most refreshing
to me to find this out.. It is not hobbies that we need
today, but a strong and lasting hold on the colossal fact that

. God is hehind His great plan of salvation, that Jepus is the
great head of the church, and that His Kingdom is ahout to
be established upon the earth.

- “Tt is its stressing of the great fundamentals that in my
opinion places THE Dawx in the first rank as a truth publi-
cation. In every issue I find that the basic ground of Bible
teaching is gome wover. I find ithe doctrine of the dlivine
creation of man in the image of God, dlso what the Script-
ures say labout the fall of man, and of the promiise of resti-
tution: also the great precepts taught by Jesus, His death

 for humianity, His resurrection which gives assurance of
His complete victory over the grave, the call of the church
and the terms of Chrlstian discipleship; @and then the ex-
altation of Christ’s biride, and the inauguration of the divine
Kingdom, with its resuftant blessings to humahity.

“I find something of all thdse doctrines in THE DAwN;
and whajt could be better? These are the matters that count.
It is my thought that if Bible Students would spend more
time on these main themes, and lass time on unprofitable
arguments ower matters of a purely technical character, it
would he hetter for their spiritual tife. THis s not a time
for guessing, but for kuowing and for doing. Jesus said
to Nicodemus., ‘We gpeak that we do know, and testify
that we have seen.’ Then let Rible Students speak the
things they do know, and leave out the things they do not
know but have to be comtinually gudssing about. So I am
glad ‘that vou speak with assurance cdncerning thle matters
of truth that you actually know and that you can prove
withowt a shadow of a ddubt to be the teachings of the
Word of God.

“Your Everlasting Gospel Departmient is splendid. It
is a witness for the great fact of the divine Kingdom; and
what could be a more -important fact than this? Your
Christian Life Department countzins the simple elements of
the gospel. Then I am glad that' you have something for
children: for why shonld they e left out? Like the rest of
us, they are headed for the great future; and if we can help
and cheer them along the way, it wiil redound to blessings
in our own Hearts. We cannot forget that Jesus took them
up in His arms and blessed theny in His time, ‘and so it
must surely be good for us to bless them now; amd there
can be no blfessing that we can hand out to anyone as great
_as the blgssing of the truth.’

“And so. DAWN, I want to frankly say that I like you.
I feel sure that vou wii not tHink that this is put on, for
it is not. ~ I am not one who'is prar to readily take up with
people or with magazines. But I like your simple, kindly
way of handling the great truths. I like your broad, tol-
erant spidit. My heart is:always for the miessage which
you bring., Sd here's my hand in friendship; and may the
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Lord of the harvest bless you as you go on your 3nissi011,
bearing ‘good tidings of great joy, which are to US now,
and: ere long ‘shall be unta all people.”

Likes the Dawn

“Dear Brethren: I appreciade THE Dawx and your
kindness in granting me credit. I comnsider THE Dawy a
very valuable paper -in all its various parts; exceedingly
interesting and full of the spirit of the truth. I have been
greatly blessed in reading it as I have endegvored to put
into practice its fine admonitichs. I am mpore grateful than
I can express for the encouraging words it contains, My
pravers ascend that the Lord’s blessing may continue with
you.” .

A Good Meal

“Dear Brethren: It ali happened in this way. A certain
kind-hearted neighbor was receiving THE Dawx, and liked
it so well that she sent some coyfies to my home. God bless
her tor this, fof she sent me a feast.

“I afe up those Dawns, body and bones; and the pure
spiritual food had such an agreealie taste that I immediately
arrange for THE Dawn’s regufar monthly visit to my home.
I quickly discovered that the magazine is a faithful de-
fender of the entire faith, setting forth the doctrines and
Christlike principles upheld by sour faithful and beloved
Pastar Russell—God bless his memory.

“Words fail nfe to fully express to you, dear brethren, my
appreciation of all the Lord is doing for me. May lle
richly bldss ycfi a% vou continue to hold forth the great

" standards of righteousmess contained in His Word.”

Meetings or Not?

“Idear Brethren: Shall we hold public ineetings or not?
Is it worth while? We theld one recently. It wpbs in the
country, on one of those sweet, quiet summier evenings
when there’s scarce a rustle of the poplar leavgs. Neigh-
bors came in cars and some on foot, until we had a goodly
gtathering in the dowble-parlor. We talked on the great
themes of life, death and the resurrection, and the hope
which the Bible holds out for the world.” It was the first
ime some iof these had heard the message, and here and
there faces lit up with the light of keen interest; and at the
conclusion some :said they were so glad to have heard the
gcod news, and that they would surely come 4gain. We
were so rejoiced to have isomething grand and helpful for
them, sbb that they might carry with then{ the gladness of
hope amid the scenes of daily toil. So, now, we shall
spiswer our own questici,. We certainly deem it well worth
while to have public meetings—today even #s in the past—
and we intend to have miore of them, by the Lord's grace.
We belizve that you will agree with us in this. May Codd
bless you and all His faithful witnesses.”

—A Former Pilgrim

Testimony Meetings at Conventions

“Dear Brethren: Te think it a pity to see a conwention
program so crowded with talks that there is naq time for
tgstimony mdetings, Of course the talks are helpful; but
it is our opinion that at every convention tthere should be
a good testimony miseting—and two or three, in the event
of the convention lasting two ior three days. The friends
should also come prepaned to testify, and thus add something
to the donvention. Short, up-to-date testimonies are the
hest; we believe these are the most helpful to the friends.
It also is better if we can tell about our pregent experiences,
nather than about our past ones; for the bsethren want to
know of our spiritual standing now. When ‘the hrethren
come to a convention simply overflowing with the spirit of
the Lord, so that they cznnot keep to themselves the meas-
ure of their joy, what a convention we can have! There
is mothing on earth like the atmosphere created by a class
or company of real Bible Students, when thus they comne
together in #he name of the Lord.”



THE

SOLOMON
(Continued’ from page 24)

not that your hodies are the temple of the holy spir-
it? That is found in 1st Corinthians 6:19. Then
the apostle said, ‘Know ye not that ye are the temple
of God, and that the spirit of God dwelleth in you?
If any man defile the temple of God, him will God de-
stroy ; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye
are.’ .
“Now perhaps you can see why the temple of Sol-
omon was put together without the sound of a ham-
mer. All the hammering and chiseling were done be-
forehand. So it is with the great ‘Temple’ which
God will in due time set up in the divine Kingdom.
This Temple is the church of Christ. While the mem-
bers of the church are in the world all the chiseling
“and shaping is doune on them; then in the Kingdom
they go together quictly, without any one on earth
knowing anything about it. Now isn’t that wonder-
ful?  When you read about Solomon’s temple after
this, you will, I feel sure, think about the greater
Temple of which it was a kind of picture.”

“l guess Solomon didn't know about the great
Church Temple, did he?” asked Peter. “And of
course he couldn’t have built it anyway, could he,
Uncle Eb?”

“No,” said Uncle. “And now which of you can
tell me who is the huilder of the Church Temple?”

“I think it is Jesus,” replied Ruth.

“Yes, Ruth,” said Uncle Eb, “the Heavenly Father
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is using Jesus, the great Head of the church, to do
this work. Soon the church will be the divine Temple
in glory, and Jesus, the greater Solomon, will then be
reigning over all the earth.”

North Brookfield Convention

This comvention began Saturday evening, at eight
o'clock, with a program by the children It purported
to be a radio program. The children were by them-
selves in a room.  One of the younger brothers acted
as the announcer and told us that the program was
coming over'station SONG. Then the children sang
songs and.recited poems from “Poems and Hymns of
Dawn.”  One hittle miss of seven sang a beautiful
solo. The program closed with'a prayer in verse.

Brother Margeson, of Boston, acting as chairman,
introduced Llother H D. Moore, of Lynu, who gave
a short talk on the Tabernacle, “The Bible House.”
This very interesting talk showed the various books
in the Bible as rooms or suits of rooms, and concluded
the discourses with a short talk on the subject, “To
Know Christ.” There were about forty present at
this session, and we felt indeed the Lord had been
amongst us.

At ten o'clock Sunday morning * Brother Oberg
spoke on “Fruit Bearing.” This was followed 1)5
Bitother Margeson on “Love.” Then Brother Sontag
spoke on “The Tord's Jewels.” After a talk hy
Brother Bridges, nine persous were immersed,

About eighty friends were present in the afternoon.

SPEAKERY’

The listing of speakers does not iin-
ply at all that those listed indorse the
various articles appearing in THE
DAWN, or are in any way connected
with the work of THE DAWN.

Vith the exception of conventions,
this service will be limited to appoint-
ments outside of the speaker’s home
class. All appointments should reach us
not later than the 20th of the month.

Reading, Pa.

Reading, Pa.

( Convention,

BROTHER H. E. ANDERSON

BROTHER J. H. HOEVELER
Brooklve, N. Y. ...

(Convention, see annoumcement)

N Bedford, Mass. ........
BROTHER W.
Rivcrion, N. J. ...

Allentoron, Pa. .. ..

APPOINTMENTS

BROTHER WALTER SARGEANT

........... Sept. & Breoklvn, N. ¥. [.......... Sept. 2
.......... Sept. 23 Reading, Pa. ............... Sept. 30

Sept. 30 BROTHER J. I. VAN HORNE

F. HUDGINGS East Liverpool, Ohio ........ Sept. 23’
T Duguesiie; Pa. .............. Sept. 16

.......... Sept. 15

.......... Sept. 23 BROTHER G, M. WILSON

---------- Sept. 30 Brooklyn, N. V. ............ Sept. 1

sce  annoumncement) East Liverpool, Ohio ........ Sept.

BROTHER J. C. JORDAN

BROTHER E. T. WILLIAMS

Riwerton, No J. voveernnon.. Sept. 23 Youngstown, Ohio .......... Sept. 16 o R .
(Convention, see amouncement) Duaungsne, Pa. .........oo... Sept. o  Vew Kensington, Pa. ....... Sept. Y
BROTHER EDWARD MAURER BROTHER W. N. WOODWORTH
BROTHER W. T. BAKER Beower, Pa. ooooeeenennonn. Sept. 16 Minneapolis, Minu._........ Sept. 8-9
Riverton, N.J. .o..ooovin.. . Sept. 23 New Kensinglon, Pa. ........ Sept. 23~ Chicago. I “ 11
(Convention, see announcement) y Rockford, [l x5 12
BROTHER M. C. MITCHELL St. Louis, Mo, ............. “ 14
Readin, s RN Sept. 30 Fadi 2

BROTHER B. BOULTER cading, Pa ept. 3 ]I[adzsr(;g, [ud.f .............. t1)6

) - BROTIIER F. 1. MUNDELL  Lonvention, see announcemen
Et.l.sf()fl, Pa. oo Sept. 9 ? Portsmouth, Ohia ......... “« 17
Riverton, N. J. .............. Sept. 23 Brooklyn, N Y. . .......... Sept. 1 Pitisburch, Pa « 19
(Convention, see announcement) BROTHER O. MAGNUSON Tee adi'ug: Pa. o « o3
Brooklyn, N. Y. ............ Sept. 3 (Convention, see announcement)
BROTHER C. F. GEORGE Prillipston, Mass. ........... Sept. 30 Allentozon, Pa. ... ....... 030
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Duguesne, Pa. .....ocv.... Sept.

(Convention, see announcement)

(Convention, see announcement)
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A Book for the Times

SKEPTICS WILL ENJOY IT!
RELIGIONISTS WILL REVEL IN IT!

Just off the Press

b e “God and
Reason”

This is a book that will find its way into
your heart. It is an anonymous publi-
cation, written by a layman who desires
that his name be withheld. It deals with
the present dilemma from the viewpoint of
a rational onlooker who has finally found
his way out of the ever thickening fog.

It leads the reader along the road of
reason back to the Bible and to its all-wise Author. It establishes confidence,
inspires hope, enkindles faith, and makes you want to know more about the
Divinie Plan and the promised Kingdom of God as revealed in the Divine Word.

A well-known, conservative Bible Student, who was asked to read and criti-
cise the manuscript before we decided to publish it, commented as follows:
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k) “This manuscript is clear, convincing, and above all, timely. I have long

5 wished for just such a publication. Its brevity makes it possible for the §

j 3—5 reader to peruse it in one or two evenings; and when he has finished it
o he is almiost certain to then want to read a mjore extensive tremtise, such g0}
oy as ‘The Divine Plan' The style of this manuscript avoids antagonism, 4!
! }g allavs prejudice, and the average reader can scarcely refrain from saying s
fv-d ‘Amen’ to every telling point that it makes., And it practically covers all B (F
§; the fundamental truths of the Bible in a most unique way.” i3
g ORDER YOUR COPY NOW-—and after you have ]
S5E - . . b P
i1 read it, you will want extra copies for your friends and ;]j

neighbors —20 Cents Postpaid!
15 to 100 copies, 15¢. post paid. 160 copies or more, 10c., freight ‘collect.

THE DAWN PUBLISHERS, 251 Washington Street, Brooklyn, N. Y.
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