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My  Morning Resolve
MY EARLIEST THOUGHT I DESIRE SHALL BE:

“What shall I render unto the Lord for all His benefits toward me?
I will take the cup of salvation and call upon the name of the Lord Lfor
grace to help]. I will pay my vows unto the Most High.”—Psa. 116:12-14

Remembering the divine call, “Gather My saints together unto Me;
those that have made a covenant with Me by sacrifice” (Psalm 50:5), 1
resolve that by the Lord’s assisting grace I will today, as a saint of God,
fulfill my vows, continuing the work of sacrificing the flesh and its in-
terests, that I may attain unto the heavenly inheritance in joint-heirship
with my Redeemer.

Iwill strive to be simple and sincere toward all,

T will seek not to please and honor self, but the Lord.

I will be careful to honor the Lord with my lips, that #hy wourds
may be unctuous and blessed to all. '

T will seek to be faithful to the Lord, the truth, the brethren and all
with whom I have to do, not only in great matters, but also in the little
things of life.

Trusting myself to divine care and the providential overruling of
all my interests for my highest welfare, 1 will seels not only to be pure
in heart, hut to repel all anxicty, all discontent, all discouragement.

I will neither murmur nor repine at what the Lord’s providence
may permit. because

“Faith can firmly trust Him,
Come what may.”

Entered as second class matter at the Rutherford, N, J.. Post Office, February 19,
1944, under the Act of March 3, 1879. Published monthly by The Dawn Publish-
ers, Inc, Triangle, East Rutherford, N. J. Canadian address: 4 Albert Street,,
Toronto, Ontario; British address: Bible Students Committee, Magazine Section,
20 Sunnymede Drive, Ilford, Essex. England: Australian address: Berecan Bible
Institute, 19 Ermingion Place, Kew E. 4, Victoria, Australia. Printed in U. S. A.
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SET

“For there is nothing covered, that shall not be revealed;
neither hid, that shall not be known.”—Luke 12: 2,

' OW fraught with meaning

was President Roosevelt's
statement, made earlier in the
present global conflict, that it is
given to this generation to hold
a rendezvous with destiny! Stu-
dents of the Bible recognize this,
and even more. In the shifting
scenes of nations, politics and
religion, they see a divine des-
tiny working out the pattern of
a new order which will be the
fulfilment of the promises of
God, the establishment of the
much-prayed-for Kingdom of
Christ.

Under the impact of the fore-
told increase of knowledge, the
people have been aroused to a
realization of rights long. denied
them, and in their struggle for
liberty and an equal share in the
bounties of earth, no barrier

which challenges victery-is: per--

mitted to stand in the way.
Whether these barriers be polit-

ical, national or ecclesiastical,
and irrespective of their tradi-
tional value or sacredness, they
must give place to the forces
which are dedicated to the rev-
olutionizing of a world.

This does not mean that any
new order visualized by selfish
men will necessarily be better
than the old one. The prophetic
increase of knowledge is reveal~
ing to mankind -the evils of the
past, and stimulating human
hearts with a determination to
destroy those evils, but only di-
vine power and wisdom, operat-
ing through the Messianic King-
dom arrangements, will be able
to give to the people the ideal
conditions they are now being
taught to expect.

Meanwhile,. the contending
forces of earth are struggling
for positions of- power and-influ--
ence, from which they can con-

trol the policies of the nations
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beyond - the war.

The lineup of:. 5

these contending forces is most

interesting. It involves much
more than a contest in which the
United Nations are on one side,
and the Axis powers on the oth-
er. Within this outer ring of
contestants there is raging a
much more far-reaching and sin-
ister struggle in which, as the
battle-line becomes more clearly
defined, is seen a contest of the
old against the new.

Old forms of government, old
political set-ups, old ideologies,
and old religious systems are
struggling for existence against
the pitiless offensive of the new.
Taking part in the conflict are
not only nations and armies and
civilian populations, but also the
forces of intrigue, secret polities,
opposing ideologies and contra-
dicting religions.

On the battle-fronts of armies
there is an unbelievable spilling
of blood, and where contending
ideologies and religions are
struggling for survival, a merci-
less "word-battle, in which no
quarter is given to the enemy.
Secret diplomacies, unholy alli-
ances, and subtle intrigues, char-
acteristic particularly of Euro-
pean nations and religions, are
no longer able to carry on their
fight under the smoke- screen of
fabrication and deceit. If there
was ever a time when the hidden
things of darkness are being re-

vealed “as "”"phesxed by Jesus,
surely.it'is now i
In our opmlon the outstand-
ing news®of 1944 thus far has
been Russia’s attack on the
Vatican. It is outstanding be-
cause it was at the behest of the
non-religious rulers of Russia,
and not necessarily because it
was an attack on the Vatican.
After all, the Vatican and its
policies have been subject to the
criticism and attack .of anti~
Catholic groups and organiza-
tions since the days of the Ref-
ormation. With rare exceptions,
however, former attacks on the
Holy See have received little
public attention, especially since
the® dramatic days when the
Reformation movement was at
its height. )
But this was different, Russia
is one of the powerful allies in,
a group of nations which has set.
out to free the world from_op-
pression. Her military successes
thus far have given her wonder-
ful prestige -among her allies,
and have earned for her the
right to have a great deal to say
at the peace table concerning
what must and must not be in
Europe after the war. Russia's
attack on the Vatican, therefore,
is being interpreted as revealing
to the world what her attltude
in that direction is to be.
According to ‘an item appear-
ing in The United States News,
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published in Washington, D. C.,
diplomats are expressing pri-
vately their opinion that this
Russian attack upon the Cath-
olic Church represents the open-
ing gun in what is destined to be
a duel between the Kremlin and
the Vatican for the purpose of
influencing future peace settle-
ments as they will affect many
of the countries of Europe.
These diplomats claim that the
Russian move is an effort to tie
the Church to discredited and,
they hope, soon-to-be-defeated
Fascist regimes,

But this is not the whole story,
merely one side of it. The same
news journal, in a further sum-
mary of the situation, points out
that it is the policy of the United
States and Great Britain to
work closely with the Vatican,
especially in European affairs.
‘Who will win out, and what the
victory will mean, as between
these opposing forces, are things
that every student of the proph-

“ecies will watch with keen in-
terest.

What this word-battle has al-
ready meant is almost unbeliev-
able. Newspapers and period-
icals in America are taking sides
in the issue and discussing the
policies of the Holy See frankly
and freely, irrespective of
whether their comments be for
or against, and whether they be
complimentary or derogatory.

Yes, secret things have come to
light in a way that would have
been difficult. to imagine before
they occurred. Commenting on
this Russian exposure of the
Vatican’s secret diplomacy, the
March issue of The Protestant
magazine says:

“She [Russia] dares at last to
point out the identity of one of the
central figures in the march of
world Fascism; the Vatican. Blunt-
ly the Soviet government news-
paper Izvestia calls the Vatican
pro-Fascist. Of course it was not
necessary to call the attention of
the European people to this long
obvious fact. The American people,

‘however, have had no inkling of it.

The press of the United States has

kept the lid on this Pandora’s box.
Even the most liberal section of
that press has walked on tip-toe
around the subject of the Vatican’s
role in the present world crisis.”

Also significant is the follow-
ing quotation from the same
magazine, The Protestant:

“Fascism wrought a change in
the status of the Church, a change
so great that -it amounted to the
beginning of a world revolution. It
launched upon the world a new,
powerful and sinister influence. It
made the Church a temporal pow-~
er, a sovereign nation. By doing
this Fascism  subverted the prin-
ciple of the separation between
church and state which had ob-
tained in Italy since 1870. It
threw in the face of the world a
revived Papal Power, a political
church empire long considered

dead. Thus Fascism accomplished

3
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at one stroke the first step in what
Monsignor Sheen correctly calls
the world Counter Revolution.
And the whole thing practically
passed without notice. The fruits
of this revolution have been all
the bitter fruits of World War IL”
Speaking of Monsignor Sheen,
The Tablet, a Catholic weekly
paper published in Brooklyn, N.
Y., quotes him as saying:
" “When the world attacks. the
Church there will he a temptation
to sneak out from under it, to es~
cape the woe: A tendency to com-~
promise, apologise, or even ‘sell
out” But the attack may and will
continue, for in these days the
devil has a very long rope. Hold
fast to your belief in the moral law.
It is the solace of your soul: The
only hope of America.”

Catholics in this country, as
well as elsewhere are not re-
linquishing their conviction that
the hope of the world centers in
an enlarged influence of their
Church. The Tablet features
a speech made in the Canadian
Parliament by Frederick Do-
rion, independent member from
Quebec, in which he enthusias-
tically advocated that the Pope
be given a place at the coming
peace parley. Mr. Dorion is
quoted as saying in this speech:

“As long as the Vatican is de-
liberately left aside and excluded
from international discussions, the
suffering and unhappy peoples of
the world will be effered only in-
complete and insufficient remedies.”

Secular magazines, as well as
religious, now feel free to com-
ment on what one publication
has frankly referred to as for-
merly being the “sacred cow” of
journalism, namely Vatican pol-
icies. From an editorial in Life
magazine, we quote the follow-
ing: = -

“There are plenty of Catholic

~Americans who ‘agree with Yzves-

tia’s criticism of Vatican policy.
They have criticized it themselves,
on the same grounds, in U. S. Cath~
olic magazines. They think the
Pope’s neutrality has been too far
‘above the battle,’ too tolerant of
fascism; they have heartily disap-
proved of his favoritism to Musso-
lini, Franco and Petain. But Stalin
is the last man on earth they want
to hear this criticism from.”
Monsignor Sheen apparently
believes that attacks against the
Church will eontinue, and that
as-a result there is a-danger of
many abandoning the organiza-
tion, He speaks of it as sneaking
out to escape the woe. For many
years past, those who have had
ears to hear the message of
God’s Word have heard Him
calling them out of Babylon—
“Come out of her, My people,
that ye be not partakers of her
sins, and that ye receive not
of her plagues. For her sing
have reached unto heaven, and
God hath remembered her inig-
uities.”. (Revelation 18:4) Ap-
parently there are two ways
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of leaving an organization. One
in response to God’s invitation,
and the other a sneaking out to
escape the punishments that
come upon an institution. We
believe that the hetter way is
that of responding to the voice of
God.

We agree with Monsignor
Sheen that growing unbelief
and increasing opposition against
churchianity will result in a loss
of confidence in the churches on
the part of many. There is an
important lesson in this for

Christians, a lesson which many
will find hard to learn, while

others, though knowing it, will
hesitate to acknowledge; namely,
that it is man-made Christianity
that is under attack, and not the
true Christianity of the Bible.

From the very beginning of
the Christian era true followers

of the Master have obeyed His
" instructions to separate them-
selves from the world. The ac-
cumulated evils of church-state
rulership- in Europe throughout
the centuries of the past furnish
convincing -evidence of the trag-
edies that result when the di-
vine will is not obeyed. The
founding fathers of America rec-
ognized that church and state
should bhe kept separate, and
provided guarantees for this in
the Constitution. Americans,
therefore, should not feel too
badly when  circumstances de-

velop which threaten to break
the shackles of political churchi-
anity in Europe.

There is also another lesson
for Christians in these develop-
ments, a practical lesson, involv-
ing our privileges as ambassa-
dors for Christ and His Kingdom
during this day of the Lord’s
wrath. If, as Monsignor Sheen
fears, - people will be sneaking
out ‘of “institutions which the
compelling logic of events is
proving are not supported by the
Lord, we should be on the alert
to give them a helping hand.
They will be disillusioned so far
as their former beliefs are.con-
cerned. Learning, for example,
of the destruction of the Bene-
dictine Monastery, many will
wonder why the Lord could not
have prevented such an apparent
tragedy.

At first, the tendency in most:
cases will be a slump into unbe-
lief, but there will be those, and
perhaps an increasing number,
whose disillusionment will tend
to open their minds to hear the
Kingdom message. One of the
purposes of the time of trouble is.
to humble the hearts of the peo-
ple in order that they may be
willing to accept the Lord’s ar-
rangements and bring their lives:
into harmony therewith. To the
extent that this is accomplished
in the minds of some, while the
church is still this side of the
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veil it will be our privilege to
pass on the heart-cheering mes-
~ sage of the Kingdom to them.

The first destructive spasm of
this great time of trouble, as we
have heretofore pointed out, be-
gan in 1914. The unexpected de-
velopments at that time began to
have their effect on the so-called
orthodox viewpoint of churchi-
anity, that our uncivilized civil-
ization was in reality Christen-
dom—Christ’s Kingdom. This
view has been called in question
increasingly since, so much so
that today it is very rarely that
the word Christendom appears
in print. Pastor Russell, in his
clear vision of world trends as
they fufilled prophecy, noted the
effect of the first war upon the
people, and the opportunities of
service thus opened up to the
Lord’s ambassadors. Writing on
- the subject he said:

“Manifest now, and increasingly
so as the days go by, the minds of
thinking people will be opening to
a realization of the truth. Now, as
never before, they will need the
Lord’s saints to point them in the
right direction—to bring the Scrip-
tures to their. attention and the
various helps for Bible study which
the Lord has been providing, and
which are already in the hands of
many. As society and religious
systems will be reeling as a drunk-

Surely there never was so favor-

‘able a time as the present for ren-

en man, as the Bible explains, these

undeveloped saints of God will
need the very help we by God’s
grace are enabled to render them.

dering assistance to this class!
More and more, as these find that
they have been misled by the shep-
herds of the nominal system,they

will be as sheep without a shep-
herd.

“To those who have the knowl-
edge of God, of His Word, of His
plan, the present and the near fu-
ture offer certainly the most won-
derful opportunities @f which we
could conceive. Whoever loves the
Lord will love the brethren. Who-
ever would serve the Lord will be
intent upon serving the brethren;
and the more their need, the better
the opportunity; and the greater
our zeal, the greater the results for
others, and the greater the blessing
for ourselves. ‘He that reapeth re-
ceiveth wages, and gathereth fruit
unto life eternal’—John 4:36."—
RepPrINTS, January 1, 1916.

1t is not the business of truth-
enlightened Christians to join in
the struggle now being waged
between the contending factions
of human society. Let them con-
tinue shooting out their bitter
words of accusation if they will,
but as the shackles of supersti-
tion are broken, and human
minds are opened to the hearing
of God’s Word, let us be ready
with its message of good news. "
Let us rejoice in the confidence
inspired by the promises of
God’s Word, that the bringing to
light the evil practices on the
part of the institutions of this
world, while it,may shake them
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to their very foundations, will in
no wise interfere with God's
plan to establish Christ’s King-
dom by which all the world will
soon be ruled and blessed.

And there is no other hope for
the world except the establish-
ment of the Kingdom of Christ.
This becomes more and more
apparent as human selfishness
sabotages one after another of
the benevolent plans worked out
in the hearts and minds of noble-
minded men and women who
would like to see all the people
happy. The rank and file of the
people everywhere do want to
see a better world, and are will-
ing to work hard in order that
their wishful thinking may be
transformed into reality. Note
the following passionate plea of
Freda Kirchwey, which we
quote from The Nation:

“Ordinary people everywhere
are sick to death of the scramble
for power of privileged groups;
they are sick of intrigue, of divi-
sions among men; they are sick of
the cruelty which has made the
world a place of horror and igno-
miny. What they want—all they
want—are the opposites of these
products of fascism and war. They
want a breath of human warmth in
a world grown cold with hate; they
want freedom to work and talk and
" enjoy the decencies of life; to edu-~
.cate their children. They are will-
ing to die—they are dying in mil-
lions—so that other men may have
these things. But if they die only

7

to keep alive a world in which the
hope of freedom again withers and
hatred and war come to flower,
then the payment for that decep-
tion will be even heavier than the
awful payment exacted today for
the deceptions of last time. It is
our task—our only important task
on this earth—to help create a
world fit, not for heroes, but for
ordinary men and women.”

How glad we are to know that
those who are dying in order
that there may be a better world
in which their children may live,
will yet have the opportunity of
living: in a happy world them-
selves—not the world for which
they died, but a better one, God’s
world of tomorrow. Christ died
in order that God’s world might
become a reality, and that all
who have longed and struggled
for better things may be awak-
ened from the sleep of death and
enjoy its blessings. It is the priv-
ilege of the Master’s disciples
now to lay down their lives pro-
claiming the message of the
Kingdom, and because we have
assurance that it is God’s way,
we can die for a better world,
and know our death will not be
in vain.

“Tell the whole world these blessed.
tidings; :
Speak of the time of rest that
nears; ’
Tell the oppressed of every nation,
Jubilee lasts a thousand years:

D e ]
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Thristian
Wife

ENDOWS THE NEW CREATURE

“The hearing ear, and the seeing eye, the Lord hath made even
both of them. Love not sleep, lest thou come to poverty;
open thine eyes, and thou shalt be satisfied with bread.”
—Proveres 20:12, 13,

VERY important lesson

for every Christian to
learn is the fact that all the
blessings which he enjoys are
his as a result of the grace and
mercy of God. This is true, also,
of the natural man, who, as a
product of the Creator, properly
owes all that he possesses to
Him who is the fountain of all
blessings.

Among the gifts with which
God has endowed the natural
man are the five senses of hear-
ing, sight,” taste, smell, and
touch. All “that goes to make
life truly enjoyable is commun-
icated to - the intelligence
ihrough these senses. In the
ssymbolisms of the Seriptures,
our Heavenly Father ' employs

these natural senses to illustrate
His endowment of new crea-
tures in Christ Jesus. Thus we
find that there is a -spiritual
hearing, spiritual sight, spiritual
taste, spiritual smell, and spirit-
ual touch.

-In our text are mentioned two
of the senses with which both
the natural man and the new
creature are endowed, with ‘the
reminder that it is only when
one is awake that he enjoys the
blessings that reach him through
a proper use of the gifts with
which he is provided. This is
true in a very marked way with
new creatures in Christ Jesus,
who are admonished not to sleep
as do others, but to be awake
and alert that they may at all

8\
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times be responsive to the bless-
ings which can be theirs by the
proper use of divine provisions.

If we are indolent and drowsy
as new creatures, loving to be at
ease in Zion, the result is sure
to be spiritual starvation, and a
consequent loss of the proper
use of all of our spiritual senses.
The apostle reminds us that the
nourishing, life-giving meat pro-
vided by God belongs only to
“those who by reason of use
have their senses exercised to
discern both good and evil.”’—
Hebrews 5:14.

FEELING AFTER GOD

The sense of touch, or feeling,
is used in the Scriptures to sym-
bolize not only a similar gift
with which new creatures in
Christ are endowed, but also to
illustrate qualities of mind and
heart possessed by those who
desire to be in harmony with
the Creator, even bhefore they
become Christians. The apostle
speaks of those who ‘“feel” after
the ‘Lord. (Acts 17:27) The il-
lustration here is' that of one
feeling for an object with his
hands, when neither sight nor
hearing reveals its whereabouts
or identity.

Man, when originally created,
was given the quality of worship
and veneration, and with it, a
sense of dependence upon the
Creator. .As a result of the fall

the race has lost contact with
God, but there have been those
throughout the ages who have
longed to be in harmony with
Him, and these have gropingly
reached out for Him. From this
class He selects His people.
God'’s recognition of those whom
He calls is manifested through
His giving them eyes to see and
ears to hear the truths pertain-
ing to His plan, and their part
therein.

This longing desire of the in-
dividual to be in harmony with
God, and to serve Him as well
as to depend upon Him, does.not.
cease with the divine call and
recognition. It serves also as an
important quality in the charac-
ter of the new creature, only
now it is not a mere groping in
the dark after God, but a pas-
sionate, yet enlightened desire
to be pleasing to Him, and to
know and serve Him better.
David expresses the true feel-
ings of every new creature in
Christ, saying, “As the hart
panteth after the water brooks,
so panteth my soul after Thee,
O God.”—Psalm 42:1.

This proper feeling after God
has associated with it a keen
realization of our dependency
upon Him. If we are truly hum-
ble, we will seek the blessings
from God which we so sorely
need, and which He alone can
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provide. The - humble-minded
amorig the Israelites at the time
. of Jesus’ first advent earnestly
sought the blessings which they
believed He was able to give.
One of these said, “If I may
touch but His clothes, I shall be
made whole.” (Mark 5:28)
Here the close relationship be-
tween the sense of touch and the
receiving of blessings from the
Loxd is emphasized.

When the Master revealed
Himself to Mary following His
resurrection, and Mary sought
to embrace Him, Jesus said,
“Touch Me not; for I am not
yet ascended to My Father . . .
and to My God, and your God.”
(John 20:17)  The New Testa-
ment use of the Greek word
here translated touch, shows its
meaning to be that of making
contact with the hope of receiv-
ing blessings. Jesus’ statement
to Mary, therefore, is merely ex-
plaining to her that until He
ascended to His Father and
sprinkled the antitypical mercy
seat with the blood of atone-
ment, He was not in a position
to grant her the blessing which
alone would be of permanent
value to her.

But now it is different. 'The
blood has been applied for the
responsive and receptive, and by
faith they are able to make con-
tact with- -Him who is the foun-

10

tain source of hfe and blessing,
Symbolically speaking, then,
our spiritual sense of touch is
that quality which prompts us
to seek divine blessings, and to
worship at -the throne of heav-
enly grace. Our natural feeling
should neither influence us, nor
be our guide as new creatures.
God guides us by enabling us
to hear His Wqrd of truth, and
to see the vision of His great
plan.

THE HEARING EAR

The blessing of spiritual hear-
ing is’ of inestimable value.
Jesus said to His disciples,
“Blessed are . . . your ears, for
they hear.” (Matt 13:16) The
blessing to which He referred
by this symbol is described in’
the 11th verse of the chapter,
where the Master said to His
disciples, “It is given unto you
to know the mysteries of the
Kingdom of heaven.” Jesus did
not tell the disciples that they
were to be congratulated upon
their ability to fathiom the mys-
teries of the Kingdom, but re-
minded them that the under-
standing which they enjoyed
had been “given” to them.

Referring to Israel as a whole,
at_the time of His first advent,
Jesus explained that their ears
were “dull of hearing.” (Matt.
13:15)  Because of -this, it was
not given them to know the
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mysteries of the Kingdom. In
the case of these, the gift of
hearing was withheld because
of their lack of appreciation and
hardness of heart. Even though
this condition had not existed,
they could not have enjoyed the
blessings of spiritual hearing
unless favored by God. In verse
17 are mentioned men who were
as godly and zealous as the dis-
ciples, and yet they could not
“hear.” These were none other
than “many prophets and right-
eous men,” of whom Jesus said
that they desired to hear these
things, but failed in their at-
tempt, because it was not God’s
due time to reveal these truths.

From this we can see how
greatly favored we have been of
the Lord if we have been given
ears to hear, and hearts to ap-
preciate the glorious Gospel of
the Kingdom—the divine plan
of the ages.

Let us not think for a moment
that we have attained this won-
derful knowledge through any
brilliancy of our own. Let us
remember that others who have
been similarly blessed also have
this mark of divine approval. A
proper attitude of humility be-
fore the Lord, in view of the
great things He has done for us,
should make us careful in our
judgment of the brethren and
in our dealings with them.

1

If we properly -appreciate
God’s gift of the hearing ear, we
will endeavor to use the gift to
His glory. Jesus said to His dis-
ciples concerning statements of
truth He had made to them,
“Let these sayings sink down
into your ears.” (Luke 9:44)
Evidently Jesus’ thought here is
that the disciples should give
special attention to what He
was saying. The importance of
properly using the sense of
hearing given to us by the Lord,
is further emphasized in Prov-
erbs 8:32-34, where 'we read,
“Now therefore hearken unto
Me, O ye children: for blessed
are they that keep My ways.
Hear instruction, and bhe wise,
and refuse not. Blessed is-the
man that heareth Me, watching
daily at My gates, waiting at
the posts of My doors.”

Of special interest at this time
—the period of Christ’s second
presence—are the words of
Jesus recorded in Revelation 3:
20, where He says, ‘“Behold, I
stand at the door,.and knock: if
any man hear My voice, and
open the door, I will come in to
him, and will sup with him, and
he with Me.,” Here we have
brought to our attention our
part in connection with the
hearing of the truth, that is, the
privilege of responding, and in-
viting the Lord to come in and
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sup with us.:

The apostle admomshes that
we be not merely hearers of the
Word, but also doers. (James
1:22) If the Lord has blessed
us with the hearing ear, so that
through this medium we have
been made acquainted with His
presence, and the glorious mes-
sage of truth associated there-
with, we should act in harmony
with what we have heard. We
should be doers of the Word. If
we expect to continue receiving
the blessings of the Lord, we
cannot go on in life as the world
does, merely being glad that we
know something of the truth,
but otherwise doing nothing
about it.

“HEARKEN, O DAUGHTER”

Through the. Prophet David,
the Lord addresses those whom
He invites to become a part of
the bride class, saying, “Hearken,
O daughter, and consider, and
incline thine ear; forget also
thine own people, and thy fa-
ther’s house; so shall the King
greatly desire thy beauty: for
He is thy Lord; and worship
thou Him.,” (Psalm 45:10,11)
Here, again, our part in connec-
tion with hearing is reiterated.
We are not only to incline our
ears to hear the words of the
Lord, but upon hearing, we are
to forget all other considera-
tions except that of doing His
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will. Even such things as im-
portant and dear to us as our
own people must take second
place in our lives, if God's gift
of a hearing ear is to result in
the rich blessings for us that He
intended.

Isaiah 55:3 reads. “Incline
your ear, and come unto Me:
hear, and your soul shall live;
and I will make an everlasting
covenant with you, even the
sure mercies of David.” To “in
cline” our eaf§ unto the Lord
means to give close and undi-
vided attention, to shut out from
our hearing, as far as possible,
anything and everything that
distracts our attention from
what the Lord is saying to us.
Only those who thus shut out
these diverting things from their
lives, through making a full con-
secration to do God’s will, and
faithfully carry out that con-
secration day by day, can ex-
pect to receive God’s covenant
blessings. Thus, again, we are
reminded of our part in the re-
ceiving of this divine gift of
spiritual hearing. It is the gift
of God, but if we fail to use i,
or misuse it, we will be depriv-
ing ourselves of the rich spirit-

ual Dblessings that otherwise
could be ours.
Isaiah 30:21 reads, “Thine

ears shall hear a word behind
thee, saying, This is the way,
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walk ye in it.” The use of the
symbolism here, indicates that
it is through our spiritual sense
of hearing that God reveals His
will to us, to guide us in the way
we should serve Him. If our
ears are dulled to the hearing of
God’s instructions, we will be
uncertain of the direction in
which we should walk, and the
manner in which we should
serve.

EYES TO SEE

In Matthew 13:16, Jesus indi-
cates that splrltual vision, as
‘well as the gift of spiritual hear-
ing, is to bhe esteemed a great
blessing from the Lord—anoth-
er means by which we are able
to know the mysteries of the
Kingdom of heaven. Spiritual
vision is closely related to spir-
itual hearing, yet the symbolism
brings additional thoughts to
mind. Ability to hear the Word
of the Lord seems to be related
more particularly to God’s ‘in-
vitation to serve Him, and our
hearty and obedient response
thereto, while spiritual
conveys the thought of ability to
discern not only Ged's will for
us at the present time, but His
plan in general, especially the
wondrous truths pertaining to
the establishment of His King-
dom.

This thought is suggested in
Isaiah 33:17, where we read,

sight

“Thine eyes shall see the King
in His beauty: they shall behold
the land that is very far off”
The “King” whom we see by
spiritual vision, is Jesus, as Je-
hovah’s agent. The Apostle Paul
speaks of this, saying, “We see
Jesus, who was made a little
lower than the angels for the
suffering of death, crowned with
glory and honor, that He by the
grace of God should taste death
for every man” (Heb. 2:9)
What a great blessing it is to be
able thus to “see Jesus.” Mil-
lions are able to see Jesus as a
teacher of high moral ethics,
and a leader in other respects,
but only those who are blessed -
by God with true spiritual vi-'
sion, see Him in His true posi-
tion in the divine plan as the
Redeemer of the world.

Millions who have hailed Je-
sus as the Redeemer, have not
been blessed with an under-
standing of the words they used.
They have not discerned the
ransomn feature of the divine
plan. They have not discerned
Jesus as the Son of God, the
Logos, who was made flesh for
the suffering of death. Not dis-
cerning this, they have under-
stood only that which they have
learned through human. philos-
ophy, which has been far from
the truth,

But the vision of seeing Jesus
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includes more than our discern-
ing the ransom feature of the
plan, fundamental though this
is. The Messianic promises of
the Scriptures reveal Jesus also
as the future King of earth, the
one who, reigning for a thou-
sand years, will subdue all ene-
mies under His feet, and, at the
close of that mediatorial reign,
deliver up the Kingdom to His
Father. —1 Cor. 15:24-28.

The apostle says (Heb. 2:8),
“But now we see not yet all
things put under Him.” That
which we do not yet see as an
accomplished fact is that which
the prophet speaks of as the
land that is very far off. True
spiritual vision, then, enables us
not only to discern the purpose
of Christ’s first advent, but also
the object of His second pres-
ence. It enables us to under-
stand that the work of redemp-
iion is a necessary precursor to
His glorious Kingdom reign. It
is the ability to understand the
entire plan of God, to “see” what
has already been accomplished,
and to look forward to the ful-
filment of that which has been
promised—in the land that is
very far off.:

THE PURE IN HEART SEE GOD

One of the Beatitudes (Matt.

. 5:8) says, “Blessed are the pure
in heart, for they shall see God.”
Here is spiritual discernment

that. enables .us to. see beyond
the plan of God to the Author of
that plan. It is' a perceiving of
the divine character. that is re-
vealed by the plan. Such ability
to sce is given only to the abso-
lutely pure in heart. Purity of
heart signifies undivided devo-
tion to the Lord.. If in our
hearts. there is still some room
for self, and we are not all for
God, our vision will come short
of actually beholding the glo-
rious character of our Heavenly
Father.

If, on the other hand, we can
truly say from the heart, “None
of self and all of Thee,” and are

- prepared to go all the way in

self-sacrifice to do the Lord’s
will, our devotion is rewarded
even now with faith’s vision of
the glory of God. If we con-
tinue our whole-hearted devo-
tion to the Lord faithfully even
unto death, our vision of faith
will be rewarded with the glo-
rious privilege of being in the
actual presence of our God, and
seeing Him literally face to face.

SPIRITUAL TASTING

"When God enlightens us, and
we find Him whom we seek, He
gives us the great joy of tasting
that He is good, and gracious,
and loving, and kind. David re-
fers to this, saying, “How sweet
are Thy words unto my taste!
yea, sweeter than honey to my

1,
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mouth!). (Psalm 119:103) From
this ‘symbolism  we get the
thought of experience. In the
natural realmi, wé may see food
that appeals to. the eye, but
when we taste it and find that
it'is good, the appraijsal of sight
has been verified. So in the
spiritual realm,; when we taste
the good Word of God, and the
powers of the world to come, it
means that we have taken these
things to ‘ourselves and have
proved their value in our own
experiences.~~Heb. 6:4-6. .

This thought is borne out.by
the words of David, saying, “O
taste and see that the Lord is
good: blessed is the man that
trusteth in Him.” (Psalm 34 8)
In other “words, tasting of the
Lord through His Word is a put-
ting of His promises to the test,
and we have the assurance of
His Word, as well as that of our
own e?peuence, that those who
do this in smcerlty are truly
blessed. ’

The Apostle Peter exho1ts
that those who have thus “tast-
ed that the Lord ‘is gracious”
should desire 'the sincere miilk
of. the, Word, “that they may
grow ’t.hereby (1 Pet. 2:2,3)
Ev1dent1y the apostle is not here
using the term' “milk of the
S’Vord” as in contrast with what
Paul de51gnates the strong

meat.”" Verse 1 admonishes the.
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laying aside. of “all malice, and
all" guile, and hypocrisies, and
envies, and all evil speakings.”
Those who do this, he says, are
like newborn babes, that is, they
are pure, innocent, unassuming
and wholesome. Peter's illus-
tration is evidently the same as
that employed by Jesus when
He said, “Except ye be con-
verted, and become as little

.children, ye shall not enter into

the Kingdom of heaven.”’—Matt.
18:3.

Having employed the illustra-
tion of infants it was but fitting
that Peter continue with a logi-
cal sequence- of symbolism by
using the food of infants to pic-
ture the purity of the Word of
God, upon which we feed and
grow strong in the Lord. In
Hebrews 5:12-14, Paul contrasts
the elementary truths of Chris-
tianity with the more advanced
doctrines of the Word, referring
to one as “milk,” and the other
as “strong meat,” but Peter
seems to be using the term milk
in a different sense, namely, to
illustrate the purity and .the
rich nourishing qualities of the
truth and its power to promote
growth in those who are pure .
in heart.

EATING THE BOOK
A still” further experimental
knowledge of God and His truth
is brought "to "our attention in
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Revelation.10:9, where the di-
“vine plan is likened to a book,
which, when eaten, is sweet to
the taste, but causes bitterness
in digestion. Here we are given
warning what to expect as a re-
sult of fully appropriating the
truths of God, and applying
them in our lives. The promises
of God are always sweet, and
how we rejoice in them, relish-
ing, as it were, every blessed
assurance of His Word by which
He tells of His love and tender
care.

We are not to forget that obe-
dience to the Word leads to bit-
terness of experience through
trial and persecution. No one
could rejoice in the sweetness
of the Father’s Word more than
did Jesus, yet His faithfulness
to it led to suffering and death,
even the cruel death of the
cross. Those who are following
faithfully in the Master’s foot-
steps should not expect to have
experiences different from His.

SWEETSMELLING SAVOR

The symbolism of smelling is
used in the Scriptures in connec-
tion with the thought of sacri-
fice and devotion. In Ephesians
5:2 the apostle says, “Walk in
love, as Christ also hath loved
us, and hath given Himself for
us an offering and a sacrifice
to God for a sweetsmelling sa-
vor.” By this language the apos-
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tle takes our minds back to the
services of the typical taber-
nacle, where, in connection with.
the sacrificing work of the
priest, incense was burned, the
odors of which penetrated be-

yond the second wveil into the
Most Holy,

The regulations governing the
services of the tabernacle were
very exacting. In taking the
blood of the sacrifice into the
MMost Holy to sprinkle upon the
mercy seat, it was essential that
the incense first be burned at
the golden altar in the Holy in
order that the smoke of the in-
cense could precede the priest
as he passed under the -veil. If
the smoke of the incense did not
thus reach the Most Holy ahead
of the priest, he would die as he
passed under the veil. The typ-
ical significance of this seems
clear. The smoke of the incense
was the evidence of the sacri-
ficial work properly carried out.
That is why the sacrifice of
Jesus is spoken of as “a sweet-
smelling savor to God.”

But the application of this
symbolism is not limited to
Jesus alone. The church is in-
vited to “fill up that which is
behind” of His sufferings, and
to share His sacrifice. (Col. 1:
24) Our work of saerifice is di-
rected particularly on hehalf of
the brethren. Indirectly, it is
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also on behalf of the world. In
Philippians 4:18, the Apostle
Paul, alluding to the evidence
of sacrifice on the part of the
church at Philippi in sending
him a gift while in prison at
Rome, refers to it as, “an odor
of a sweet smell, a sacrifice ac-
ceptable, wellpleasing to God.”
Here we have the authority of
Paul himself for applying the
typical lessons of the tabernacle
to the church, as well as to
Jesus. It shows, furthermore,
that God is testing the sincerity
of our consecration by the
whole-heartedness of our sacri-
fice.

The symbolism of smelling is
used particularly to help us un-
derstand God’s viewpoint of
Christian sacrifice, but we can
profit from it otherwise,' also.
It should enable us to discern
between true devotion to God,
and mere lip service. It is a
sense by which we may test, as
it were, the value of truth, and
its application in our own lives
specially, and in a limited way
in the lives of others. Where we
can smell no odor-~of sacrifice,
we may well wonder how deep-
ly the truth has taken hold of
the life. Our vision of truth
should reveal the privilege of
sacrifice on behalf of others, and
our heart devotion to the truth

should make us quick to . lav

down our lives that others may
be blessed.

Should there be two groups of
professed Christians in the same
community, both believing the
same truths of the Word, and
one group is actively sacrificing
in order to reach out and help
others, while the other group is
merely enjoying the truth for
themselves, our sense of spirit-
ual smell should direct us to
those who, according to -the
standards of God’s. Word, are
the most pleasing to Him. Sure-
ly those who are most pleasing
to. God should be the ones most
pleasing to us.

If these spiritual endowments
of the new creation are to react
in genuine and lasting blessings
to us as followers of the Master,
it is important that we use them
continuously. In the natural
realm, when sleep overtakes an
individual, all of his senses lie
dormant. Rut the apostle, ad-
monishing us against spiritual
lethargy, says, “Let us not sleep
as do others.” (1 Thes. 5:6) Let
us, then, dear brethren, remain
awake and alert; using the qual-
ities which the Lord has wso
abundantly provided, in order
that we may know Him better
and serve Him more faithfully.

17



A Bulwark of Promises

THY SHIELD AND THY REWARD

“After these things the word of the Lord came unto Abram
in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield and
thine exceeding great reward.”—GENEsIS 15:1

HESE words were ad-

dressed to the “father of
the faithful,” and as a heritage
they descend to his children—
to all those who are of the faith
of Abraham (Gal. 3:7; Rom. 4:
16), whether of the fleshly or
the spiritual seed. Abram had
entered into covenant relation-
ship with God. God had called
him to separate himself from
his native country. and kindred
and friends to follow the course
of His providential leadings to-
ward an unknown land. And
Abraham, in full reliance on the
promise of God, had obediently
severed the familiar social and
business ties, and, with his wife
and family and father and
nephew who shared his faith and
obedience te God, started on his
pilgrimage to the unknown land.
And having entered the land
and received the promise—“All
the land which thou seest, to
thee will I give it and to thy
seed forever,” etc.—though he
was not then permitted to own
a foot of it, he wandered up and
down in it as a pilgrim and
stranger, encountering difficul-
ties, too, in coming in contact
with the godless inhabitants of

th® land and with the Egyp-
tians, yet always believing that
what God promised He was able
and willing also to perform in
His own good time and way.

But that which taxed Abram’s
faith most was that, as the years
rolled by, not only was the
promise of the land delayed, but
also the promised heirs who
should inherit it; for not even
one heir had yet come.

It was in one of these seasons
of discouragement—though not
of despair, for Abraham never
relaxed his faith, but trusted
and hoped still when in dark-
ness and perplexity—that God
in a vision graciously en-
couraged his fainting heart with
the above words of cheer and
hope—“Fear not, Abram: I am
thy shield and thine exceeding
great veward.” Then Abram
was permitted to inguire into
the mysterious ways of God and

‘received the reneswed assurance
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that the promise had not bheen
forgotten, and that his hope
would certainly be realized.

- We find a very similar father-
ly providence in the case of
Jacob, who also in the faith of
Abraham had forsaken all to fol-
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low the Lord’s leading. In a
time of great perplexity and
trial of faith the Lord appeared
to him in a vision prophetic of
the future glory of His Kingdom
and of the communication of its
heavenly and earthly phases,
and again confirmed His cove-
nant unto him (Gen. 28:10-15);
and Jacob arose from his sleep
on the stony pillow, bearing in
mind the bright vision of the
Kingdom glory—of the messen-
gers of God ascending and de-
scending upon the ladder sus-
pended ’twixt earth and heaven
—refreshed and comforted, say-
ing, “Surely the Lord is in this
place and I knew it not. .
‘This is none other but the house
of God, and this is the gate of
heaven.”—Genesis 28:16-19.

Thus God has always been
watchful over His people, never
suffering them to be tempted or
tried beyond their power of en-
durance, yet permitting them
often to be very severely tested.
The consolation here offered to
Abraham is that offered to all
who are of the faith of Abra-
ham, and its parallel in the New
Testament is that precious state-
ment of our Lord (John 14:21-
23), “He that loveth Me shall be
loved of My Father, and I will
love him and will manifest My-
self to him, ... and We will
come unto him, and make our
abode with him.” So in the

midst of all the temptations snd
trials that beset us in our earth- .
ly pilgrimage, while we walk by .
faith toward the blessed inher-
itance reserved for the overcom-
ing saints, we also may recog-
nize the voice of our God say-
ing, “Fear not; I am thy shield,
and thine exceeding great re-
ward.” :

“Fear not,” beloved; “there is
no fear in love; but perfect love -
casteth out fear; because fear
hath torment” (1 John 4:18);
“If God be for us, who can he
against us?” or “Who shall lay
any thing to the charge of God’s
elect?”’” Say in your heart as
did Paul, “I am persuaded that
neither death, nor life, nor an-
gels, nor principalities, nor pow-
ers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor height, nor
depth, nor any other creature,
shall be able to separate us from
the love of God, which is in
Christ Jesus.”-—Rom. 8:31-39.

Do hosts of foes oppose them-

. selves—place obstacles in your

way, hinder your influence and
seek to dishearten you by heap-
ing upon you reproaches, and do
circumstances seem to conspire
against you to fill your heart
with alarm and dread? Say to
your soul, “Fear not,” “hope
thou in God,” and mark His
loving providences as—
“Through waves and clouds
and storms,

19,
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He gently clewrs the way’—
until a Dlessed acquaintance
with God through: such experi-
ences develops in the heart that
perfect love that casteth out
fear. Then shall you enter mora
and more fully into the Messed
rest of faith, and like the eagle
that soars above the storm
cloud, live at such an altitude of
Chiristian experience as to en-
able you to rejoice in the Lord
always and in everything to give
thanks.

“Fear not, I am thy shield,”
saith Jehovah. Then “Why art
thou cast down, O my soul? and
why art thou disquieted in me?
Hope thou in God.” He would
not have one of His children live
in" an atmosphere of tormenting
fear, but would have them hap-
py and always rejoicing in the
glorious liberty of the sons of
God, free from all fear and cor-
roding care by simply trusting
in Him, ever remembering the
blessed promise—“The Lord Je-
hovah is a sun and shield [to
shine upon our pathway and in-
to our hearts and to protect us
from all the fiery daris of the
wicked]; the Lorxd will give
grace, and glory; no good thing
will He withhold from them that
walk uprightly,”—Psalm 42:5;
83:11.

“T am [also] thy exceeding
great reward.,” Notice, the
promise is not put in the future
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tense, having reference to the
p10m1sed glory of His people in
the ages to come; hut it is pres-
ent, “I am,” etc. Yes, the abiding
presence of God, manifested to
the hearts of His people now,
even today, in the midst of its
cares, its vexations, its labors,
its trials of faith, patience, and
endurance, this is the blessed
present privilege of all His
saints. And not only the pres-
erice of God, but also of His dear
Son, our Lord and Saviour, is
also vouchsafed to us so long as
we faithfully maintain our cove-
nant relations with Him.

Should the child of God, the
heir of glory, the inheritor of all
the exceeding - great and pre-
cious promises, and the present
companion of Divinity itself
which condescends to our low
estate, ever feel desolate or for-
saken or alone? or fear that His
leve will ever forsake or leave
bim to be tossed helplessly upon
the hillows of misfortune at the
meircy of the prince of this
world who now worketh in the
Learts of the children of diso-
bedience? Ah, no! Greater is
e that is. for us than all they
that can be against us. We are
not alone in the world; for we
have the blessed promise, “I will
never leave thee nor forsake
thee.” (Heb. 13:5) Nor is the
smallest interest of ours over-
looked.”—Matt. 10: 29-31.
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How truly “exceeding great”
is this present “reward” of the
faithful saints who are daily and
hourly walking with God—go-
ing about the Father’s business,
spreading abroad the honor of
His name, meekly bearing the
reproaches of Christ, enduring
hardness as good soldiers in His
service and taking up their cross
daily and following in the Mas-
ter’s footprints. Truly we can
say to the world, as did our
Lord, “I have meat to eat that
ye know not of.” The world can-
not  comprehend our joy, nor
know the sweets of this fellow-
ship with God and His dear

- Son; for “The secret of the Lord

is [only] with them that fear

“Him.”—Psalm 25:14.
This joy in the Lord is, how-
ever, also compatible with much
suffering; for the saints are all

to be made perfect through suf-
fering, which was true also of
those who shall constitute the
earthly phase of the Kingdom.
And, like their Lord, Christ
Jesus, they will all be con-
sidered of the world as “smitten
of God and afflicted.” This is be-
cause the world cannot compre-
hend either the plan or methods
of God for the refining and per-
fecting of the gold that shall by
and by shine in the glorious
Temple of God. Consequently,
like faithful Abraham, we must
be content to walk with God by
faith and not by sight, like him
hoping to the end for the prom-
ise, not expecting here to realize
aught but the earnest of our in-
heritance, which we have in the
present reward of the divine
presence and approval.

—REpPrRINTS, December 13, 1895

Called to be Saints

“It is a part of our expectation.that those who in this time
come to a clear knowledge of the truth and give evidence of

sincerity of faith in the precious blood and the depth of their

consecration to the Lord’s service, and who are granted a clear

insight into the divine plan, should be considered as having this

proof that they have been accepted with the Lord as prospec-
tive heirs with Christ Jesus.”—The New Creation, page 96.



Crowned With Glory

:_Suﬂ'ering as a Christian

“If any man suffer as a Christian let him not be ashamed;
but let him glorify God on this behalf.”—1 PrTER 4:16.

DISOBEDIENCE to the Crea-.

tor’s law is the original cause of
all suffering. Sdne suffer because
of being disobedient and some suf-
fer because of the disobedience of
others—either through heredity,
or by opposition from those in
darkness. Adam, the original wil-
ful sinner, plunged the whole race
into sin, suffering and death. The
vast majority of the human race,
following the course of least re-
sistance, have done little to op-
pose the evil tendencies of their
fallen natures, and have not fought
against the evil practices of the
world around them. They have
not, however, escaped suffering.

Throughout all the centuries
gsince the fall of man there have
always been a few who have
striven against sin, ones who have
not willingly yielded to its selfish
and debasing influences. Enoch,
Noah, Abraham, Moses, David and
others, are examples of such in the
ages preceding our Lord’s first ad-
vent. These righteous men suf-
fered because they stood out in
opposition to unrighteousness and
because they espoused God's
cause. They suffered for right-
eousness’ -sake.

But it remained for Jesus to
furnish a perfect example of what
it means to suffer for welldoing.
He was perfect, hence, except for
the opposition of the sinful world
in which He served, He would not

have suffered at all. By experi-
ence, He would not have known
suffering; yet He suffered. His
suffering was on account of sin,
ves, but not His own sin. He suf-
fered for sin, as a sin-offering.

In Adam and Jesus, then, we
have the contrasting examples of
suffering the penalty of sin as a
sinner, and suffering sacrificially
on account of others’ sins. It is
this latter example of suffering to
which the apostle refers in our
text, identifying it as Christian
suffering. It means to suffer for
the same reason that Christ suf-
fered, not  because of evildoing,
but because of welldoing—a do-.
ing. good on behalf of others.

It is more, however, than suf-
fering merely because one tries to
help others. The welldoing must
be in harmony with God’s plan,
and in obedience to the divine will.
If Jesus had refrained from pro-
claiming the truth, He would not
have been crucified. He was.the
Light of the world, and the dark-
ness of the world hated. the light;
and the Light Bearer was perse-
cuted. We, His followers are now
the light of the world. The dark-
ness still hates the light, and daily
we are challenged to let our light
shine and to accept the privilege
of suffering as a Christian.

If we suffer with Him faithfully
unto death, we shall receive the
crown of life.~—Rev. 2:10.
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Eaten by Faith

BREAD FROM HEAVEN

“'Excepi; ye eat the flesh of the Son of man,
and drink His blood, ye have no life in you.”—John 6:53.

HE power of the Master’s

teachings is partly in the
fact that He used the common-
place things of life to illustrate
the great truths contained in
His message. Eating, drinking,
seeing, hearing, sowing, fishing,
shepherding, all were employed
in His art gallery of instruction,
to help His hearers grasp ideas
that were foreign to them-—ideas
that stemmed from the mind of
God, and therefore, incompre-
hensible to the human intelli-
gence, except as they are asso-
ciated with things common in
the every-day experiences of the
human race. Every human be-
ing has to eat and drink in order
to live. Here was a fact that
Jesus could and did use to as-
sist His disciples in understand-
ing the divine provision of ever-
lasting life that centered in Him.

The selection of illustrations
by the Master was sometimes
governed by circumstances, and
this also helped to make them
appropriate and effective. Be-
cause of His miracles, it was
but natural that a great multi-
tude of people should follow
Him around, partly out of curi-
osity, and partly because of
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blessings they hoped to obtain
from Him. Among these, of
course, would be a sprinkling of
true believers. His declaration
that everlasting life was possible
only by eating His flesh and
drinking His blood, was made
to climax a lesson which started
with the feeding of a multitude
of people with five barley loaves
and two small fishes.

The following day, Jesus was
again sought out by essentially
the same company of the curi-
ous, and He took occasion—per-
haps for the benefit of His.
immediate disciples—totellthem
that their interest in Him was
largely because He had provid-
ed them with something to eat.
Then He admonished them, say-
ing, “Labor not for. the meat
which perisheth, but for that.
meat which endureth unto ever-
lasting life, which the Son of
man shall give unto you: for
Him hath God the Father
sealed.”—John 6: 27,

Understanding from the Mas-
ter’s use of the term labor, that
He was speaking of serving God,
they said unto Him, “What shall
we do, that we might work the
works of God?” (John 6:28)
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Jesus replied, “This is the work
of God, that ye believe on Him
whom He-hath sent.” (John 6:
29) Here the Master uses the
word believe with its fullest im-
plications, which carries with it
the thought of whole-hearted
obedience. Those who truly
believe, fully obey, and those
who fully obey, gladly walk in
the footsteps of the Master, and
zealously carry on with the
work of God so energetically
pursued by Him.

Despite the many miracles
which the people had witnessed,
and from which many of them
had henefited, they were not
prepared to believe that Jesus
was the Son of God, hence
were not ready to be His true
followers. They wanted further
evidence, and inquired, “What
sign shewest Thou then, that we
may see, and believe Thee?
what dost Thou work? Our fa-
thers did eat manna in the des-
ert; as it is written, He gave
them bread from heaven to eat.”
—John 6:30, 31.

This question furnished Jesus
with a further opportunity to
employ the symbolism of food
to make plain the hope of ever-
lasting life that could be enjoyed
by those who accepted Him and
became His footstep followers.
The manna which God provided

in the wilderness served well
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as a sign of God’s blessing upon
the leadership of Moses. But
now the Heavenly Father had
provided a sign even more con-
vincing to those who had faith
to believe. He had sent His
dearly beloved and only begot-
ten Son to earth, who had been
made flesh for the purpose of
offering it up in sacrifice for the
life of the world.

The providing of manna in
the wilderness was a wonderful
demonstration of God’s miracle-
working power. By partaking
of it, the Israelites had their
lives sustained temporarily, but
the coming of Jesus to earth
involved a far greater miracle,
and those who appropriate to
themselves the life-giving vir-
tues of His broken body and
shed blood, will live forever.
This was the vital truth which
"Jesus finally presented to the
people, using His miracle of feed-
ing the multitude and their ref-
erence to the manna furnished
in the wilderness, as a back-
ground of illustration—"“Except
“ye eat the flesh of the Son of
man, and drink His blood, ye
have no life in you.”—John 6:33

DULL OF HEARING

The people, however, were not
in the proper heart attitude of
faith to understand and accept
the great truth which Jesus pre-
sented to them. They “strove
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among themselves,” the account
tells us, “saying, How can this
man give us His flesh to eat?”
In reply, Jesus reiterated the
lesson, saying, “My flesh is meat
indeed, and My blood is drink
indeed,” but He made no further
attempt to explain the matter
to His public audience.—John 6:
52-59.

He did, however, offer a fur-
ther explanation to His disciples.
They, evidently, had been listen-
ing intently while He discoursed
to the others, and they came to
Him and said, “This is an hard
saying; who can hear it?” When
Jesus saw that the disciples
murmured at the great truth He
had symbolically expressed, He
said, “Doth this offend you?
What and if ye shall see the
Son of man ascend up where
He was before?” —John 6:60-62.

The disciples, not yet being
blessed with the enlightening
influence of the Holy Spirit,
could not, of course, under-
stand the full import of Jesus’
words. How were they to know
that in order for them to receive
life through the broken body
and shed blood of Jesus, it was
first of all necessary for Him to
return to the heavenly courts,
and there present the merit of
His sacrifice on the antitypical
mercy seat? This great truth
of the Gospel they would learn

later, when, as a result of Jesus -
appearing in heaven for them
and for us, the Holy Spirit came
upon the church at Pentecost.

Jesus knew that His disci-
ples could not, with their natu-
ral minds, grasp the full spiri-
tual significance of what He
said. Nevertheless, He did not
wish them to be stumbled and
turned aside from following
Him, as was the case with the
others. So He did offer a par-
tial explanation, in order that
they might realize that He was
not speaking of eating His literal
flesh and drinking His literal
blood. In the 63rd verse He
explains, “The flesh profiteth
nothing”—that is, it would do
you no good to eat My literal
flesh; that is not what I meant.
Then He goes on explaining, “It
is. the Spirit that quickeneth,”
or giveth life. In case the disci-
ples didn’t wunderstand what
Jesus meant by the Spirit, He
further says, “The words that I
speak unto you, they are Spirit,
and they are life.

How simple the matter he-
comes in the light of this expla-
nation! We eat the flesh and
drink the blood of the Son of
man by believing on Him. To
believe on Him in the true
sense, means that we obey His
commandments, that we conform
our lives to His teachings.” To
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do this means a' recognition .of -
‘our own sinful and dying condi- -

tion, and our need for the merit
of His shed blood. It is thus
that we are justified, and by
faith now have life, and will
actually have life in the resur-
rection,

LEST WE FORGET

How marvelously blessed were
the Israelites in the wilderness
of Sinai, to have the God of
heaven supply them directly
and miraculously with their
daily bread! It is always inspir-
ing to realize that God is taking
direct action on behalf of His
people. The sending of His Son
as the true bread from heaven
should mean even more to us
today than the heavenly manna
could possibly have meant to the
typical Israelites.

And yet, how very easy it is
for this blessed and precious
truth to become commonplace
in our lives! Doubtless, as year
after year went by during that
strenuous time when the Israel-
ites were wandering through the
wilderness, the gathering and
eating of the manna from heaven
lost much of the significance
* which they attached to it, and
by which they must have been
inspired during the first few
days that it fell.

In the world, we are surround-
ed with sin and selfishness, and

daily we need to struggle against

these ‘influences as well as a-

gainst the earthward tendencies
of the flesh. It is so very easy,
because of this, for our faith to
fail in always grasping the full
meaning of God’s blessings to
us, and our privileges in connec-
tion therewith. Propably this is
one reason why the Lord saw
fit to enjoin upon the church a
yvearly commemoration of the
great work of atonement cen-
tered in Christ.

Yes, lest we forget, Jesus
said, “This do in remembrance
of Me.” (Luke 22:19) On the
night of the last passover before
He died, He used unleavened
bread and wine as an illustra-
tion of His broken body and
shed blood, and gave them tc
His disciples, asking them to eat
and drink. Thus the eating of
His flesh and the drinking of
His blood is represented in these
Memorial emblems. On this
point, a REPRINT article of MarcIL
15, 1916 says:

. “The partaking of the unleav-
ened bread at the Memorial sea-
son, then, means to us primarily
the appropriation to ourselves, by
faith, of justification to human
life-right—a right to human life—
with all its privileges, which our
Lord at His own ~ost procured for
us. Likewise the fruit of the vine
symbolized: primarily our Sa-
vior's life given for us, His human
life, His being, His soul, poured
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out unto death on our behalf; and
the appropriation of this by us
also signifies, primarily, our ac-
ceptance of restitution rights and
privileges secured by our Lord’s
sacrifice of these.”

DEEPER SIGNIFICANCE
OF THE LOAF AND CUP

The Apostle Paul refers to a
still deeper significance which
is attached to the partaking of
the Memorial emblems. In 1
Corinthians 10:16,17, he ex-
plains that the loaf and the cup
picture our participation in the
broken body and shed blood of
Jesus, We do not really under-
stand what it means to be a
Christian unless we see this
deeper meaning of the Memorial.
The believing world of mankind
will  eventually receive life
through the sacrificial work of
Christ, but only His footstep fol-
lowers during this age have the
privilege of joining with the
Master in His sacrifice.

The statements of the New
Testament with reference to the
church’s privilege of dying with
Christ and suffering with Him
have to do with this deeper sig-
nificance of the loaf and the cup.
The call of the church is an in-
vitation to sacrifice. When the
apostle said, “Let this mind be in
you which was also in Christ
Jesus” (Phil. 2:5), he had ref-
erence to a mind or disposition
that leads to laying down one’s

life humbly with the 'Maste'rv.

It is essential-—very essential
—that we recognize in the bro-
ken body and shed blood of our
Redeemer the only true source
of our standing with God, our
justification. We should remem-
ber, also, that the entire body of
Christ, the entire anointed com-
pany of which Jesus is the Head,
suffer and die with Him. We
should realize that this blessed
privilege of sacrifice is included
in becoming a copy of our Lord
and Master. .

Perhaps because it is more
pleasing to the flesh to do so, we
think of being like Christ more
particularly from the standpoint
of His kindness, His mercy, His
generosity, His courtesy, His
sympathy and love. These qual-
ities are indeed a part of the
Master’s glorious image which
should be growing in our lives.
But there is also the sacrificing
Christ; the Christ who stood
firm for truth and righteousness
in the face of bitter opposition
from the promoters of error and
unrighteousness; the Christ who
because of His zeal in proclaim-
ing the truth then due was
hailed before the priests and
rulers of His day, beaten, con-
demned to death, and crucified.
When we partake of the Memor-
ial emblems we are saying to
the Lord and to the hrethren
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that we are committed to the

task" of copying Christ in this
respect also,

Selfishness has become so in-
grained in fallen human beings
that even spirit-begotten new
creatures in Christ Jssus find it
difficult t6 extricate themselves
wholly from its influence. The
human viewpoint is almost al-
ways and entirely that of bene-
fits to be received from any
plans or associations which are
being contemplated.

As new creatures, we have
received rich blessings from the
Lord, blessings the wvalue of
which cannot be estimated upon
the basis of any standard known
by man. We are to rejoice in
these blessings, and to praise
God for His benefactions; hut
we should remember, at the
same time, that the privileges
of the Christian life are not
altogether those of receiving—
they are also those of giving.

"By faith we receive life from
Christ. But if this gift is to be
translated into actual immortal-
ity in the resurrection, we must
die with Him. We properly re-
joice in His loving care, in His
mercy, in His sympathy, in all
the precious promises of God
that are ratified by His shed
blood; but the fulness of our re-
joicing is dependent upon the
genuineness of our zeal, which
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leads to faithfulness in suffering
with Him. ‘
Thus, by living in Him and
dying with Him, by rejoicing in
Him and suffering with Him, by
receiving from Him and sharing
in His sacrifice, we are blessed
in the common union of body
and blood of Christ. And this
should be more than merely a
beautiful theory to think and
talk about. These principles of
the true Christian life should be
the impelling motive back of all
that we think and say and do.

We cannot expect to do any-
thing great in the sight of our
fellow-men, but we can be faith-
ful to the Lord in the little and
everyday affairs of life. The
Christian viewpoint of giving-
and serving to the gloryof God
will hallow the common tasks
of life, so that whatsoever we do
can be done to the praise of Him
whose life we have received,
and whose sacrifice we share,

We are not to suppose, how-
ever, that suffering and dying
with Christ involves merely the
changing of our viewpoint, and
that otherwise we should go on
as usual. Basically, the Chris-
tian life is one of full time and
direct service of God. There
are divinely approved defer-
ments of time and talent, such
as are necessary to make pro-
vision for those dependent upon
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us, but otherwise it is the privi-
lege of the Christian to seek
ways and means of devoting as
much of his life directly in di-
vine service as possible.

The complexities of life in this -
modern world of today are such
that even the consecrated fol-
lowers of the Master find it dif-
ficult to devote a great deal of
time to anything except just
“making a living.” But we can
all try. A moment here, a mo-
ment there, can be redeemed
and used directly in God’s serv-
ice, if the spirit of sacrifice is
permeating our souls. And
then, having done the hest we
can, oh, how hlessed the thought
that all the rest God will count
as unto Him!

Jesus said, “My meat is to do
the will of Him that sent Me,
and to finish His work.” (John
4:34) This is in keeping with
the Master’s quotiation from the
Old Testament, “Man shall not
live by bread alone, bhut by

every word that proceedeth out
of the mouth of God.” (Matt.
4:4) In both these instances,
life-sustaining food is used hy
the Master to illustrate the
blessings received through a
course of obedience in doing the
Father’s will. No one can have
life who is out of harmony with
God. By the same token, all
those who surrender themselves
wholly to the doing of His will,
shall have life.

Thus it is, while God provides
the bread from heaven in the
the gift of His beloved Son to
be a propitiation for our sins,
and for the sins of the whole
world, the appropriating of that
bread, the acceptance of the di-
vine gift, is dependent upon the
conforming of our wills to the
divine will. This gift of God 1s
meat to us, therefore, if, like
Jesus, we are faithful to our
consecration vows, and finish
the work He has given us to do.

%W
&
“What shall I render unto the Lord for all His benefits to-

ward me? I will take the cup of salvation, and call upon
the name of the Lord. I will pay my vows unto the Lord

now in the presence of all His people.””

—Davip
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Courage Born of Faith

THE WORLD has often wondered at the calmness of the Lord’s
humble little ones; under circumstances ‘which would cause the stoutest
heart. to quail. But to follow the course in life which will glorify our
God and magnify His grace,. to be able to meet wisely and courageously
the trials and difficulties as they come to us as Christians, represent-
atives of the King of heaven, and to meet them in the spirit of rejoicing,
counting our tribulations all joy, it is necessary that our hearts be in
attune with the Lord, that we have no will but His, and that the fear of
man, which bringeth a snare, shall be overcome. We cannot accomplish
this in our own strength, but in the strength of God alone. We are in-
structed to fear Jehovely, and not to fear a weak mortal. The righteous
are as bold as a lion, as gentle as a dove, as meek as a lamb. This
peculiar combination of. boldness, gentleness and meekness should
characterize every Christian. - —Selected

Passover Proving

"The cup my Father pours
Shall I not drink?

And precious, holy thoughts
Shall I not think?

And if His love doth send
Less joy than pain,

And if all friends forsake,
Shall I complain?

If foes misrepresent

;:? And work me woes,
PN Shall I not rest content

ﬁ;
%

oy

Since Father knows?

If where once friend I had

B ¥ I Judas find,
?\E %‘Eﬁ .Still Jesus holds me in
% ¥ His love entwined.

He knew the love and loss
Of faithless friend; .

He'll know each step I take
Unto the end.

His love enfolds me fast—
I cannot fall.

The cup my Father pours—
1l drink it all.’

—HATTIE O. HENDERSON
3 '




SOME FACTS

ABCUT HELL

(Digest of Frank and Ernest Broadeast of April 2)
RIGHTEOUS AND WICKED GO THERE — KING DAVID

SUFFERED ITS PAINS — JOB SOUGHT REST THERE
- DELIVERS UP ITS DEAD — FINALLY DESTROYED

THE BIBLE is the most won-
derful Book in the world. The
more we study it, and the better -
we understand its teachings, the
more fully we realize that it re-
veals to us a God of love. When
mankind learns of the wondrous
provisions of divine love, even the
world-wide distress and sufferings
of the present time will he under-
stood and appreciated by the peo-
ple to have been a preparatory
feature of the enlightening process.
And they will learn when they are
restored in the resurrection. There
is nothing that should be such a
source of comfort to bereaved par-
_ents who are losing their boys in
the war, than to know they are to
return from death through the
power of the resurrection.

‘But the precious promises of
the Bible have long been obscure
to many through a misunder-
standing of its teachings concern-
ing the subject of hell. What a
dismal outlook it would be if we
had to believe that nine-tenths of
those who are now dying as a re-

31

sult of war, as well as otherwise,
are foredcomed to an eternity of
torture in hell fire, such as was
taught back in the Dark Ages!
Thank God, however, when we
study the Bible carefully, we find
that the torment hell of the past
has no support in its sacred pages.

The Dark-Age creeds teach
that only the wicked go to hell, but
according to the Scriptures, both
the righteous and the wicked go to
the Bible hell when they die. In
the Old Testament, the only He-
brew word for hell is sheol. The
very first time the subject of sheol
is mentioned in the Bible, a faith-
ful servant of God indicates that
he expected to go there when he
died. A record of this is found in
the 37th chapter of Genesis. The
patriarch Jacob is the one con-
cerned. His elder sons brought
back the coat of his younger son
Joseph. The coat was stained with
the blood of a kid, and Jacob
concluded that Joseph had been
destroyed by a wild beast. In
mourning for the death of his boy,



Jacolb said, “I' will go down into
the grave unto my son mourning.”

In- this  expression:of grief the
Hebrew word sheol is used, and
in' our King James version of the
Bible is translated by our English
word grave. Sheol means the
death condition—a state of obliv-
ion or unconsciousness. Originally,
this was the meaning of the old
English word hell. But with the
traditional meaning attached to the
word hell, it would hardly have
been consistent for the translators
to use it in the text just quoted.
However, this does not change
the fact that sheol is the only hell
in the Old Testament. Jacob ex-
pected to go to sheol when he died,
because he believed that his son
Joseph was there.

This same Hebrew word, sheol,
is translated hell in Psalm 55:15,
where David, in speaking of his
enemies, said, “Let them go down
guick into hell.” Naturally, those
who are not aware of the fact that
the grave mentioned by Jacob, and
the hell mentioned by David, are
in veality the same, do not realize
that it is a condition into which
Loth the righteous and the wicked
go at death. This, however, is
what the Bible clearly teaches.

As already noted, sheol is a con-
dition of unconsciousness. Some
have wondered how this could be,
in view of a statement recorded in
Psalm 116:3; where David says,
“The pains of hell gat hold upon
me” The interesting thing about
this statement is that it is a right-
eous man who speaks of suffering
the pains of hell, even before he
died. The explanation is very
simple. David is using the He-
brew word sheol which is the con-
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. Job’s words are,
. wouldest hide me in the grave
- [sheol—hell], that Thou wouldest

dition of death. When that con-
dition is fully reached, it is one
of unconsciousness. In this case,
however, the prophet is using the
term to include the dying process,
as well as death itself. Literally

" interpreted, what David really said
. was that the pains of sickness and
. disease, which were dragging him
- down
" taken hold of him:

into sheol, had already
It has no ref-
erence at all to suffering after

death.

Another interesting Secriptural

" fact concerning hell is that Job,
. a faithful servant of God, prayed
. to go there when he died. Not
* only so, but Job desired to go to
* hell in order to escape suffering.

“O that Thou

keep me secret, until Thy wrath
be past, that Thou wouldest ap-
point me a set time, and remem-
ber me!”-—Job 14:13.
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Week of April 2—
SOME FACTS ABOUT HELL

Week of April 9—
THE RESURRECTION

Week of April 16—
A WORLD-WIDE RELIGION

Week of April 23—
TWO SALVATIONS

Week of April 30—
THE SHEEP AND THE GOA’IiS
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How absurd ° this
would be if sheol, the only hell
.of the Old -Testament, were a
place of torment. Job had suf-
fered a great deal, both mentally
and physically, and he was look-
ing forward to death, even praying
for death, knowing that in death
he would be released from his
troubles. But if sheol were a
place of torment, as traditionally
taught, Job’s suffering would be
greatly increased upon arriving
there, and it would have been
ridiculous for him to pray to go
to such a place.

An interesting side-light on
Joly’s desire to go to hell in order
to escape suffering, is the fact
that he did not expect to remain
in sheol. After praying to go to
sheol, Job asked the question, “If
a man die, shall he live again?”
Then, expressing his faith in the
hope of returning from sheol—the
Bible hell—he said, “Thou shalt
call, and I will answer Thee:
Thou wilt have a desire to the
work of Thine hands.”—Job 14:14,
15.

Job’s hope of a resurrection
from death is substantiated in the
New Testament. Christians, in
general, believe that the New
Testament teaches the hope of a
resurrection, although many do
not realize that a resurrection . of
- the dead means a return from
hell, and is so stated in the Book
of Revelation. In this respect
also, the Bible challenges the
Dark-Age conception of hell which
portrays it to be an eternal abode
of the wicked from which there
is no hope of escape.

statement .
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How different from this is God’s:
promise, recorded in Revelation
20:13, where we read, “And the
sea gave up the dead which were
in it; and death and hell delivered -
up the dead which were in them.”
Strange, isn’t it, .in view of a
plain statement like this in God’s
Word, how anyone could claim
that those who go to the Bible
hell must remain there forever!
This is understandable only when
we remember that Satan, the
devil, has been the deceiver of all
nations. One of his methods of
deceit has been to make light ap-
pear as darkness, and darkness
as light. It is because men have
been deceived by Satan that all
the strange and God-dishonoring
theories concerning hell have been
taught and accepted.

At one time, of course, the
Bible was not available to the
masses as it is today, hence they
wef® not in a position to check
up on the accuracy of what they
were being taught. Even today,
while the Bible is available, peo-
ple do not study it as carefully as
they should. There is too great
a tendency to take what someone
else says on the subject, rather
than to investigate and find out
what the Bible itself says.

As we continue our investiga-
tion of the subject of hell, as the
Bible presents it, we find .that
Jesus possesses the keys of hell,
rather than the devil. (Rev. 1:18)
We find, furthermore, that Jesus
will use the keys of hell to unlock
the great prison-house of death,
and set its captives free. (Isa. 61:
1-3; Luke 4:18)



SOME FACTS ABOUT HELL

This is why hell will deliver up
its dead. Upon further study, we
find that Jesus’ death as man's
Redeemer is a substitute for the
forfeited life of Adam and his en-~
tire race. That is why the Apostle
Paul says that “As in Adam all
die, even so in Christ shall all be
made alive.”—1 Cor. 15:21,22,

Hell Destroyed

Also important, in our search
for Bible truth, we learn that the
Scriptural hell is to be destroyed.
This truth comes to light in
Hosea 13:14. The word grave in
this passage is a translation of

the Hebrew word sheol, the only"

hell of the Old Testament. The
passage reads: “I will ransom
them from the power of the grave
{sheol—hell]. I will redeem them
from death: O death, I will be
thy plagues; O grave [sheol—hell],
I will be thy destruction.”

. This same wonderful truth is
set forth in the 20th chapter of
Revelation, in a passage that uses
the word hell, which, in this in-
stance, is a translation of the

'says on  this point:

Greek word hades. This is- the
last time the word hell appears
in the Bible, and the text tells
us that hades, or hell, is cast into
a lake of fire, the lake of fire
being a symbol of destruction.
(Rev. 20:13-15) What a happy
outcome of God's plan that will
be! It is God's way of telling us
that death . itself is to be de-
stroyed, that this evil will not
forever continue to blight the
peace and happiness of the human
race. It is God’s way of holding
out to us the hope of a resurrec- .
tion of the dead, assuring us that
we are to meet our loved ones
again, and at a time when the
Kingdom of Christ will be estab-
lished in the earth, promoting
joy and gladness universally to
all who obey its righteous laws.

In Revelation 21:4, the Lord
“And God
shall wipe away all tears from
their eyes; and there shall be no
more death, neither sorrow, nor
crying, neither shall there ‘be
any more ‘pain: for the former
things are passed away.”

™ .
Then Shall 1 Know

Not till the loom is silent,

And the shuttles cease vo fly,
Shall God unroll the canvas,

And explain the reason why
The dark threads are as needful,

In the Weaver’s skillful hand,
As the threads of gold and silver

In the pattern He has planned.”
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Hope of the World

THE RESURRECTION

THERE isn’t much in the world
today to suggest the thought of the
resurrection—rather, it is a time
of slaughter and destruction. The
grim spectre of death is hanging
over practically every home in the
world, These very conditions,
however, emphasize the need of
a resurrection, and give real point
to the promises of God which as-
sure us of hope beyond the grave.
The depth of human woe now be-
ing experienced in the greatest
time of trouble the world has ever
seen does not argue against the
fact that there is to be a better
day in which the resurrection

promises of the Scriptures will be
fulfilled.

The resurrection hope set forth
in the Bible is centered in the fact
that Jesus, the world*€ Redeemer,
was Himself raised from the dead,
and with Him Gethsemane and
Calvary preceded the joys of the
resurrection. With Jesus, a mir-
acle was performed in which God
used His mighty power to raise
Him {rom the dead. Otherwise the
powers of evil which wrought His
death upon the cross would have
triumphed then, just as they
would triumph today apart from
the fact that God has promised to
intervene and save the world from
the result of its own selfish course.
God still possesses miracle-work-
ing power, and will use it for the
blessing of mankind, even as He
has promised.

If we can believe in the miracle
of Jesus’ resurrection, and can be-

lieve that the God who raised Him
from the dead will fulfill His
promises to raise all mankind from
death, then the resurrection of
Jesus, commemorated again this
year, should mean more to us than
ever before.

The pith of Gpd's message is
that He will use His miracle-
working power to make an end of
human suffering and death. The
resurrection of Jesus is one of
God’s greatest guarantees of this
fact. Actually, the resurrection of
Jesus was but the beginning of a
whole series of miracles which, be~
fore they are all performed, will
see Edenic perfection and happi-~
ness restored world-wide,
mankind restored to life upon the

earth, enjoying peace, prosperity -

and health forever.

This is the blessed assurance
that the Bible gives us over and
over again. It is clearly set forth
in the chapter from which our
Scriptural lesson is taken. In this
lesson, the apostle emphasizes the
importance of Jesus’ resurrection
in connection with the hope of the
church, as well as the hope of the
world, pointing out to us that if
Christ was not raised from the
dead, then our faith is vain, and
they who have fallen asleep in
Christ are perished.

One of the great fundamentals
of the Christian religion is the
hepe of the resurrection. It is only
from the standpoint ef our hope in
the resurrection that we are abie
to understand why God is.permit-
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THE RESURRECTION

ting so much suffering in the world
today. All who are dying are to
be restored to life again, the proof
of which is in the fact that more
than nineteen centuries ago God
raised Jesus from the dead.

of redemption through Christ is to
be as far-reaching as the effects
of the fall through father Adam.
This is clearly what the apostle is
telling us, yet today, on account of
the decreasing faith of the people

“Now if Christ be preached that He rose from the
dead, how say some among you that there is no
resurrection of the dead? .But if there be no res-
urrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen: and
if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain,
and your faith is also vain. Yea, and we are found
false witnesses of God; because we have testified
of God that He raised up Christ: whom He raised
not up, if so be that the dead rise not. For if the
dead rise not, then is not Christ raised: . . ..Then
they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are per-
ished. - If in this life only we have hope in Christ,
we. are of all men most miserable; but now IS
Christ risen from the dead, and become the first-
fruits of them that slept.”—1 Corinthians 15;12-20,

As already noted, however, this
was but the beginning of a series
of miracles on behalf of mankind.
Paul says, “But now is Christ risen
from the dead, and become the
firstfruits of them that slept.” The
term firstfruits indicates that oth-
ers are to be raised from the dead,
that there are to he after-fruits.
These after-fruits of the resurrec-
tion will eventually include all of
the sin-cursed and dying world,
redeemed by the blood of Churist.

Paul says, ‘“For since by man
came death, by man came also the
resurrection of the dead.” And
again, “For as in Adam all die,
even so in Christ shall all be made
alive.” This shows that the work

n

in the promises of God, there seem
to be few who are actually able to
believe that God will accomplish

such a glorious purpose toward
mankind.

Sin, disease, suffering and
death is about all the world has
known thus far. The nominal
Christian world at this season of
the year professes to believe that
Jesus was raised from the dead,
but because it believes that noth~-
ing has occurred since to indicate
that anything is to come out of
that miracle which will advan-
tageously affect the experiences of
this suffering and dying world, it
exercises little.faith .that such will
be the case.
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~ Jesus foretold this-lack of faith
at the end of the age, s6 we are
not to be surprised that few ac-
tually believe in the resurrection.
A part of this lack of faith is due
to a lack of knowledge concerning
God’s plans. The apostle, in ex-
plaining God’s program of resur-
rection, indicates that there is a
certain and definite order in con~
nection therewith. He says, “But
every man in his own order:
Christ the firstfruits, afterward
they that are Christ’s at His com-
ing.” Thus we see that while “all
in Christ” are to be made alive, it
was not God’s plan that this be
accomplished all in ‘one moment.
There is an orderly sequence in
God’s resurrection program, be-
ginning with “Christ the first-
fruits,” and concluding with the
resurrection of those who become
Christ’s during the thousand years
of His presence—mistranslated
“coming” in our Scriptural lesson.
The term “firstfruits” as used by
the apostle, includes the church of
Christ as well as Jesus Himself.
In the 12th chapter of this same
epistle, Paul goes into considerable
detail to show us that the title
“Christ,” which is Greek for the
Hebrew word “Messiah,” includes
the church, which he speaks of as
being the “body” of Christ. The
apostle says, “For as the body is
one, and hath many members, . . .
so also is Christ.” (Verse 12) In
James 1:18, we read of the church
as being “a kind of firstfruits” un-
to God. These same ones are men-
tioned again in Revelation 14:4 as
being of the firstfruits class.

Firstfruits a Sacrifice
The term firstfruits, in addition

a8

to indicating -the first to be raised
from the dead, has a still further
significance. It is borrowed from
the Old Testament. In God’s deal-
ings with Israel, the Lord required
them to bring the flrstfruits of
their crops to Him for an offering.
In some cases the “first of the
firstfruits” are mentioned particu-
larly. (Exod. 23:19; 34:26) Ap-
plying this thought to the first-
fruits of the resurrection, we see
that Jesus was in reality the “first”
of the firstfruits, antitypically
speaking.

In the Old Testament type, the
firstfruits were offered to the Lord,
which illustrates that the entire
firstfruits class of his age, that is,
Jesus and His church, present
themselves to the Heavenly Fa-
ther as an offering. Every disciple
of Jesus is invited to follow in His
footsteps of suffering, and to be
faithful unto death. This phase of
the divine plan has been progress-
ing throughout the entire age.
When this firstfruits class is com-
plete, the “afterward” Dlessings
will come to mankind in - general,
as the apostle indicates.

The full depth of meaning con-
tained in verse 23 of our lesson
chapter has been somewhat con-
cealed by a faulty translation. The
Greek word translated “coming”
in this text is parousia. This word
really means “presence,” and the
apostle is telling us of the work
of Christ during the thousand
years of His second presence, rath-
er than what is to occur at the
time of His arrival. It is during
this thousand years that He will
reign for the purpose of destroy-

‘ing all enemies of God and of
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righteousness, ‘and finally even
death itself, the last enemy will be
destroyed. Thus we see that the
opportunity of salvation does not
end with the completion of the
firstfruits class: that there is, in-
deed, to be an afterward of bless-
ing through the resurrection for
all mankind.

Meanwhile, God’s work in the
earth has gone steadily forward.
The world in general has not rec-
ognized it, but actually, divine
miracles . did not cease with the
resurrection of Jesus. Fifty days
thereafter came Pentecost, when
the Holy Spirit was poured out
upon  the church, the body mem-
bers of the Christ, for their guid-
ance and development. Each faith-
ful follower of the Master through-
out the entire age has been a mir-
acle of divine grace. The work of
selecting, testing and preparing
these for joint-heirship with Jesus
in His Kingdom has not been the

. work of man, but of God.

Finally, the miracle-working
power of God raises these from the
dead in the first resurrection and
they are united with Christ in
heavenly glory. Under the Mes-
sianic Kingdom arrangements, the
blessings of life purchased by the
death of Jesus, and guaranteed by

His resurrection, will be extended
to all mankind.

Today, Christians may rejoice in
the fact that the time for the res-
urrection of the world is drawing
near. The prophecies indicate that
already we are living in the early
dawning of the Messiah’s second
presence. The first manifestation
of that presence, so far as the
world is concerned, is in a great
time of trouble, during which the
kingdoms of this world are over-=
thrown, preparatory to the reign
of Christ.

It is this that we are witnessing
today, which means that we can
look forward into the near future
with confidence, realizing that the
power which raised Jesus from the
Jead is soon to be used again, this
time to awaken from the sleep of
dead is soon to be used again, this
all who have died in the past, in
order that they may have an op-
portunity of believing in Him, and
upon the basis of their belief, liv-
ing forever. Truly, the Easter
message should be one of comfort
to all.

(For additional thoughts on the
subject of the resurrection, see
comments on International Sunday
School Lesson for April 9—In this
issue of the Dawn.) :

LIKE HIM

“We shall be like Him.

Oh, how rich the promise!
What greater could our Father’s love prepare?
Few are the words, and softly are they spoken,
But who shall tell the glories hidden there?
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THE FIRE OF GOD'S JEALOUSY

“For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven;
and all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be
as stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them up,
saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave them
neither root mor branch.”—Maracur 4:1.

LESSON ASSIGNMENT

The Divine Plan of the Ages,
page 315 to page 318.

THE Day of Jehovah is referred
to in Zephaniah 1:7-9, 14-18. We
suggest a carcful reading of these
verses. The sacrifice here men-
tioned evidently refers to the time
of trouble. But who are the guests
{verse 7) who are invited to the
sacrifice? They are the wvultures
of society. In Revelation 19:17, 18,
they are called “the fowls that fly
in the midst of heaven,” and to
them it is said: “Come and gather
yourselves together unto the sup-
per of the great God; that ye may
eat the flesh of kings,” ete.

What lesson can we learn from
that part of the text in which the
Lord says that He will also punish
those that leap on the threshold
and fill their masters’ houses with
violence? It indicates that those
who are the instruments of God

- trumpet and

in breaking down the selfish sys-
tems are themselves to share in
the time of trouble and its dis-
tresses. The wording implies that
both the rich and the poor, as
classes, have been equally unjust
and unrighteous and therefme
both classes are guilty.

What else does the Prophet
Zephanjah say about this time of
trouble? In the first chapter, verses
14, 15, and 16, we read: “The great
Day of Jehovah is near, it is near,
and hasteth greatly, even the voice
of the Day of Jehovah: the mighty
man shall cry bitterly. That day is
a day of wrath, a day of trouble
and distress, a day of wasteness
and desolation, a day of darkness
and gloominess, a day of clouds
and thick darkness. A day of the
alarm against the
fenced cities, and against the high

" towers.”

What is meant by the various
symbolic expressions found in
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THE FIRE OF GOD’S JEALOUSY

these verses? The voice of the
Day of Jehovah refers to the up-
roar and cries of the oppressed
and the discontented. A day of
cloudiness and thick darkness has
reference to the uncertainty and
forebodings that will be in the
minds of the people as the trouble
gets worse and worse. The trum-
pet-is the seventh symbolic trum-
pet, which sounds throughout this
day of trouble. The high towers
represent the strong and well-en-
trenched governments.

Now let us consider the 18th
verse in this prophecy concerning
the Day of Jehovah. “Neither their
their silver nor their gold.shall be
able to deliver them in the day of
the Lord’s wrath; but the whole
land shall be devoured hy the fire
of His jealousy: for He shall make
even a speedy riddance of all them
that dwell in the land.”” Although,
previously, silver and gold could
furnish ease and every luxury, yet
in the time of trouble it will lose
its value. The fire of His jealousy
does not refer to a literal fire, but
to His zeal for the establishment
of righteous and just conditions.

What will the Lord do for the
people after this time of trouble?
This same prophet answers this
question in Zephaniah 3:8,9. He
refers first to the gathering of the
peoples of all natiens in common
interest in opposition te present
governments, and then shows that
this will result in the fiery ex-
periences of the time of trouble.

How do we know that this fire
is not literal, but rather that it re-
fers to the intensity of the trouble
and the destruction which will

sweep the earth? Because it goes
on to say, “For then will I turn to
the people a pure language, that
they may all call upon the name of
the Lord, to serve Him with one
consent.” If the fire were literal,
there would be no people left to
whom the pure message of the
truth could be addressed.

Does the word earth in the
Scripture that we have been con-
. sidering refer to the literal earth?
No. It is used here to symbolize
society. Again and again in the
Scriptures, earth represents soci-
ety, just as mountains are used as
a symbol of kingdoms. Heavens
represent the powers of spiritual
control. Seas picture the restless,
dissatisfied masses.

How is fire used in the Bible as
a symbol? It is often used as a
symbol of destruction. When brim-
stone is added, the thought of de-
struction is made more emphatic.
The fumes of sulphur are very
deadly and therefore the expres-
sion “fire and brimstone” pictures
complete destruction.

Is the apostle speaking about the
literal earth in 2 Peter 3:7, which
reads, “Whereby the world that
then was, being overflowed with
water, perished”? No, he means
that the order of things which ex-
isted before the flood—the figur-
ative heavens and earth-—passed
away. He goes on to say, “But the
heavens and the earth, which are
now, by the same word are kept
in store, reserved unto fire against
the day of judgment.” This refers
to the present order of things—
the present figurative heavens and
earth.
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Dross Consumed

A DAY THAT BURNS AS AN OVEN

“It is the day of the Lord’s vengeance.”—Isaram 34:8.

LESSON ASSIGNMENT

The Divine Plan of the Ages,
page 318 to page 321.

2 PETER 3:10 reads, “But the
day of the Lord will come as a
thief in the night; in the which the
heavens shall pass away with a
great noise, and the elements shall
melt with fervent heat, the earth
also and the works that are there-
in shall be burned up.” Just what
does this Scripture mean? As a
thief approaches quietly and un-

observedly so this.Day of the Lord.

has come upon mankind  without

ing powers, of which Satan is the
leader. The earth refers to the
present social organization. The
fire is not literal, but is symbolic
of the trouble and distress which
will bring about the overthrow of
the present order of things. The
noise and the melting of the ele-
ments are parts of this figure of
speech, and describe the removal
of all that makes up the present
evil order. »

‘What will take the place of the
present heavens and earth? The
apostle answers this' in the 13th
verse of the same chapter, where
he says, “Nevertheless we, accord-
ing to His promise, look for new
heavens gnd a new earth, wherein
dwelleth righteousness.” The new
heavens will be the new spiritual
powers of Christ's Kingdom. The
new ecarth will consist of earthly

society organized on the new ba-
sis of love and justice.

Peter, John, and Paul were
prophets as well as apostles. As
prophets, they predicted things to
come. These predictions, in turn,
became meat in due season to en-
lighten and guide the church. At
the proper time, God raised up
servants to make these predictions
plain to the household of faith,

This thought is supported by
Matthew 24:45,46, which reads,
“Who then is a faithful and wise

' "servant, whom his lord hath made
‘their recognizing it.  The heavens ru
refer to the present spiritual rul-

ruler over his household, to give
them meat in due season? Blessed
is that servant, whom his lord
when he cometh shall find so do-
ing.” Did the apostles fully under-
stand all the things which the
Holy Spirit inspired them to write?
No, their experiences along this
line were similar to that of the
Old Testament prophets. They
only partly appreciated the things
they foretold. Their words had a
depth of meaning of which they
themselves were not fully aware
when using them, hecause their
fulfilment was still future. See 1
Peter 1:12.

What lesson can we take from
these thoughts? God Himself is
guiding and feeding His church.
Even though He wuses imperfect
mouthpieces as His agents, in giv-
ing spiritual food to His people,
we can have confidence in the
truth of His Word.



A DAY THAT BURNS AS AN OVEN

The Prophet Malachi says, “For,
behold, the day cometh, that shall
burn as an oven; and all the proud,
yea, and all that do wickedly,
shall be stubble: and the day
cometh that shall burn them up,
saith the Lord of hosts, that it
shall leave them neither rcot nor
branch.” (Mal. 4:1) When and to
what does this text apply? It ap-
plies not only to the time of troub-
le at the end of this present evil
world, but also to the disciplines
during the Millennium, and to the
final punishment of the wilfully
wicked in the little season at the
end of the Millennium, as de-
scribed in the symbolical language
of Revelation 20:9.

Does fthis text mean that all
who are proud now are without
hope of reformation and will be
everlastingly lost? No, many will
see the evil of their course and in
the Millennial judgment day will
turn from their course of pride
and haughtiness and learn the les-
sons of humility and meekness un-
der the kind and helpful, yet firm
rule of Jesus Christ the great
Judge. On the other hand, those
who have made pride a part of
their character and who refuse to
reform even under the blessings of
the Millennial Kingdom, will be
rooted out and be utterly de-
stroyed, as the text so clearly
teaches.

Explain how the figure of fire
is used in Malachi 3:1-3. It reads
in part: “The Messenger of the
covenant, whom ye delight in: be-
hold, He shall come, saith the
Lord of hosts. But who may abide
the day of His coming? and who
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shall stand when He appeareth?
for He is like a refiner’s fire, . . .
and He shall sit as a refiner and
purifier of silver: and He shall
purify the sons of Levi, and purge
them as gold and silver, that they
may offer unto the Lord an of-
fering 'in righteousness.” Fire is
used lLere in the same figurative
way it is used in the text, “Think
it not strange concerning the fiery
trial which is to try you.” (1 Pet.
4:12) It pictures the trouble which
will remove all the dross of self-
will, personal ambition and pride
from the sons of Levi, typical of
all believers, of whom the chief
are the Royal Priesthood.

What is suggested by the ex-
pression, “a refiner's fire”? The
object of the refiner is to separate
the dross, but if the metal clings
too closely to its impurities more
and more heat will be applied un-~
til the dross is consumed and he
can see his own image reflected in
the pure metal. The Lord is the
great refiner.

Paul uses this figure of fire in
1 Corinthians 3:12-15 in a symbol-
ical sense. The fire of trouble and
trial in the end of this age is to
try every man’s character. Those
who have built with gold, silver
and precious stones are those who
have used the divine truths to
build up characters of faith and
obedience to the Lord’s arrange-
ments. Those who have built with
wood, hay and stubble are those
who have mixed errors with the
truth, and have built characters of
credulity and obedience to man’s
arrangements. The latter are not
stable in their loyalty to the Lord,



But Works Destroyed

SAVED

BY FiRE

“For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not
since the beginning of the world to this time,

no, nor ever shall be’—

LESSON ASSIGNMENT

The Divine Plan of the Ages,
page 321 to page 324.

IN 1 CORINTHIANS 3:14, we
read, “If any man’s work abide
which he hath built thereupon, he
shall receive a reward.” What re-
ward is here referred to? The re-
ward of joint-heirship with Jesus
Christ in the Kingdom, when “we
shall be like Him” and “see Him
as He is.” (I John 3:2) The thought
is that if any one will-accept Jesus
Christ as his personal Savior and
make a full consecration to the
Liord, he las laid a foundation up-

on whlch he .can begm to bulld'

Christian character.

The material -for this Christian
character should include the va-
rious truths of God's Word, es-
pecially the “meat in due season.”
This implies a teachable attitude
and an earnest desire to under-
stand not only the doctrines of
God’s Word, but also to know how
they should influence our lives.
The material also includes faith in
these doetrines, and in God’s abil-
ity and willingness to fulfill all
His promises. The superstructure
of his Chritian life is manifest by
a character of obedience to God
and a @hristlike spirit of love.

The apostle continues: “If any

man’s work shall be burned, he
shall suffer loss: but he himself

MarrHEw 24:21,

shall be saved; yet so as by fire.”
In what sense will he be saved by
fire? This fire surely cannot re-
fer to eternal torment because it
says that he will be saved—not
lost. The fire pictures the flery
trials and experiences which serve
to consume all those things out of
harmony with the true spirit of
faith and love. These trials are
designed to destroy the human,
fleshly mindedness, and turn man
from a course of carelessness to
one: of full devotion to God. As
stated in our text book, he will
be “singed, scorched and alarmed.”

" ‘What is the difference between
-.the course of this class of men and
those who go into setond death?
The latter start to build on the
foundation truth of the ransom
sacrifice of Jesus Christ, but later
reject Christ and His work and
take a course of persistent, wilful
wickedness after having come to
a clear, full knowledge of the
truth. They are referred to in
Hebrews 6:4-6, which reads:

“For it is impossible for those
who were once enlightened, and
have tasted of the heavenly gift,
and were made partakers of the
Holy Spirit, and have tasted the
good word of God, and the powers
of the world to come, If they fall
away, to renew them again unto
repentance; seeing they crucify to
themselves the Son of God afresh,
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and put Him to an open shame.”

In the 12th chapter of Hebrews,
Paul tells us about the trouble of
the Day of Jehovah. He points
out that the events preceding the
inauguration of the Law Covenant
were typical of corresponding
events preceding the inauguration
of the New Covenant at the open-
ing of the Millennium. In the 18th
verse, he says, “For ye are not
come unto the mount that might
be touched, and that burned with
fire, nor unto blackness, and dark-
ness, and tempest.” Again in the
21st verse, he says, “And so ter-
rible was the sight, that Moses
said, I exceedingly fear and
quake.” He then explains that this
divine manifestation in connection
with the giving of the Law Cove-
nant is a picture of the time of
trouble with which this Gospel
age will end, just before the New
Covenant is inaugurated.

The time of trouble will be a
great testing time in. which the
things that are not in line with
righteousness and God’s Kingdom
will be completely destroyed. The
expression “Yet once more” shows
that in this time of trouble there
will be a thorough overhauling of
the present order of things in
which all the false, unrighteous
elements will be done away for-
ever.

What different figures of speech
do the Scriptures use to describe
the Day of Jehovah? In Psalm
50:3 David uses the figure of fire
—“Our God shall come, and shall
not keep silence: a fire shall de-
vour before Him, and it shall be
very tempestous round about

BY FIRE

Him.” Here the prophet also uses
the symbol of a storm.

Again David says, “Clouds and
darkness are round about Him:
righteousness and judgment are
the habitation [or establishment]
of His throne. A fire goeth before
Him, and burneth up His enemies
round about. His lightnings en-
lightened the world: the earth
saw, and trembled. The hills melt-
ed like wax at the presence of the
Lord of the whole earth.”—Psalm
97:2-6.

Explain Psalm 46:2: “Therefore
will not we fear, though the earth
be.removed, and though the moun-
tains be carried into the midst of
the sea.” The removing of the
earth refers to the fact that so-
ciety, as now constituted, will pass
away, being replaced by the new
earth in which righteousness will
be exalted and evil displaced. The

- mountains refer to the kingdoms
of this world. They will be over~
thrown by the restless, discontent~
ed masses.

Another text which speaks of
the time of trouble in thé period
called the Day of Jehovah is Rev-
elation 11:17,18. Instead of using
the figures of fire or storm or rag-
ing waves, it tells us plainly that
the nations are enraged. We
quote: “We give thee thanks, O
Lord God Almighty, which art,
and wast, . . . because Thou hast
taken to Thee Thy great power,
and hast reigned. And the nations
were angry, and Thy wrath is
come.” The fact that the nations
are angry implies contentions and
world-wide . wars as a result of
conflicting ideas.
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CHRIST’S VICTORY OVER DEATH

APRIL 9—1 Coerinthians 15:41-58

GOLDEN TEXT: Thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Chrlst—l Corinthians 15-57.

THE SCRIPTURE lesson for our
Faster Sunday study omits the
earlier part of Paul’s famous trea-
tise on the resurrection of Jesus
and the blessings to accrue there-
from, and commences with the ex=
planatlon of the: differences  of
glory there are to be in the future
life, as illustrated by the sun,
moon and. stars. He mentions in
particular two kinds of glory,

mamely, that which was possessed”

by Adam at the time of his crea-
tion—an earthly glory-—and that

which was given to Jesus at the '

time of His resurrection, and is
eventually to be given to His
church——a spiritual, or heavenly
glory.

The earthly glory Paul describes
as terrestrial, and the heavenly
glory as celestial. There will
doubtless be varying degrees of
honor and glory accorded the in-
dividuals who will make up the
earthly and the spiritual classes,
but in this lesson the apostle
seems to be emphasizing particu-

larly .the two kinds of glory that
will he possessed by the ealthlv
and spiritual classes.

The thought of these two gen-
eral classes is carried through the
entire chapter. It is introduced
first in the 23rd verse; where, in
outlining the order of the resur-
rection the sequence is stated as
“being, “Christ the firstfruits, af-
terward they that are Christ’'s at
His coming.” In the latter part
of the chapter, which we have for
today’s lesson, it is the nature of
these two classes that is discussed.
The “firstfruits” class is made up
of those who, in the resurrection,
will partake of the celestial, or
heavenly glory, while those of the
“afterward” class are the ones who
will partake of the terrestrial, or -
earthly glory. In closing the les-
son, the apostle ties the two
thoughts together saying that when
“this mortal shall have put on im-
mortality”’-—that is, when the last
member of the heavenly class has
been exalted to celestial glory—
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“then”—that will be the time when
—God will fulfil His promise to
swallow up death in victory. This
promise is recorded in Isaiah 25:8,
and, upon examining the prophecy
of which it is a part, it is found
te be definitely a reference to the
work of restitution to be carried
out during the Messianic King-
dom reign.

Paul's answer to the question,
“How are the dead raised up, and

with what body to they come?”

(verse 35) is that every man will
be raised in his own order. (Verse
23) Also, that those who qualify
for the celestial glory and joint-
heirship with Christ, will, .as the
firstfruits, come forth in the first
resurrection, and that following
this will be the resurrection to
earthly glory of those who did not
qualify for immortality.

. Paul was not the first to speak
of terrestrial, or earthly glory.
David, in writing of man’s crea-
tion, said, “Thou hast made him a
little lower than the angels, and
hast crowned him with glory and
honor.” (Psalm 8:5) David’s ref-
erence to the original glory of man
was in connection with his inquiry
as to why God was iriterested in
the human race, so interested that
He proposed to visit the earth.
While David does not state the
purpose of this proposed visit, it
is evidently connected with the
fact that man had fallen and his
glory fading.

Paul comments on David’s
prophecy, saying, “We see not yet
all things put under him [man].”
“But,” adds the apostle, “we see
Jesus, who was made a little low-
er than the angels, for the suffer-

ing of death, crowned with glory
and honor; that He by the grace
of God should taste death for ev-
ery man.” (Heb. 2:8,9) From this
we see that Jesus, at His first ad-
vent, partook of the terrestrial
glory as Adam possessed it before
His fall into sin. It was given to
Jesus that He might in turn lay it
down as a sacrifice for sin, a sub~
stitute for the forfeited life of the
“first man,” who was “of the earth,
earthy.”

There was no other way for the
lost glory of the human race to be
restored, except by the way of the
cross, the way of sacrifice. And
when Jesus laid down the earthly
glory He parted with it forever.
When He was raised from the
dead, He was no longer an earth-
ly, but a spiritual being. It is thus
that He becomes the “last Adam,”

By speaking of the resurrected’
and  glorified Jesus as the “last
Adam,” Paul reminds-us that He
is to be the restorer of the race.
Thus it is made plain that the
Adamic race is to be regenerated.
Jesus speaks of the time of “re-
generation” which is the same
time as that mentioned by Paul—
the period during which Jesus
reigns to destroy all enemies of
God and of righteousness. Matt.
19:28; 1 Cor. 15:25.

QUESTIONS:

What is the sequence of the resur-
rection with respect to the earthly and
spiritual classes? .

Where in the Old Testament do we
find a reference to man’s original
earthly glory?

Why is Jesus referred to as the “last
Adam”? ’
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* Prompted By Zeal

PAUL’S EARLY PREACHING

APRIL, 16—Acts 9:19-39;

11:25, 26

GOLDEN TEXT: I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ: for it is the
power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth.—~Romans 1:16.

SAUL lost no time in getting
into the ministry of Jesus, whose
followers he had formerly perse-
cuted, once the scales of blindness
were removed from his eyes. Tem-~
porarily, from the time he was
struck down on the Damascus
road until Ananias visited him,
his literal eyes were sealed. Much
more serious than this had been
his spiritual blindness which had
hindered him from seeing Jesus as
the promised Christ. But now this
blindness, too, was removed, and
“straightway . he preached Christ
in the synagogues, that He is the
Son of God.”

We are not to gather from this
that immediately after one ac- -
cepts Christ he is necessarily
qualified to become  His minister.
There were special circumstances
in the case of Saul which we will
do well to remember. To begin
~with, he was doubtless well ac-
quainted with the Old Testament
prophecies relating to the Mes-
siah, the Christ. He refers to them
in Romans 1:1,2 as the “Gospel of
God, which He had promised afore
by His prophets in the Holy Scrip-
tures.” Saul was acquainted with
the “Holy Scriptures,” and knew
about God’s promises concerning
the Christ. What he didn’t know
undil his conversion was the fact
that Jesus of Nazareth was that
Christ. Nor did he understand,
until it was revealed to him, that
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the Christ “is not one member,
but many.”—1 Cor. 12:14, 27.

It was a marvelous revelation to
Saul when it was borne in upon
his mind that Jesus, whom he had
considered to be a counterfeit
Christ, was instead the real Christ.
Yet the grasping of this great
truth’ did not require a great deal
of time. When the Lord, in His
own effective way, removed Saul’s
prejudice and his spiritual blind-
ness, he could see. Thenceforth,
he could employ his knowledge of
the Scriptures in the proper way,
by pointing out to his Jewish com-
patriots, whom he found in the
synagogues . in Damascus, that
Jesus "was truly the Christ for
whom they were looking.

There is no evidence that in his
early preaching Saul discussed the
“hidden mystery” of the Gospel
concerning the “many members”
in the body of Christ. Nor need
we assume that in his preaching
“straightway” after his conver-
sion, he touched upon the fact that
Gentiles were to have the oppor-
tunity of becoming fellow heirs
with the Jews in the great Mes-
sianic program. His message to
the Jews in Damascus, according
to the lesson, was simply that Jesus
was the Christ, the Son of God.
These Jews, even as Saul himself,
knew that God had promised to
send the Christ. They had built
their faith upon that promise. The



SAUL'S EARLY PREACHING

hope of a coming Messiah was,
therefore, nothing new to them. It
wasn’'t necessary for Saul to prove
to them that the God of Israel
purposed to send a Messiah. His
task was to prove that Jesus was
that Messiah.

Under the circumstances Saul
was well prepared to deliver such
a message immediately upon his
conversion. Not only did he al-
ready possess a wonderful knowl-
edge of the Scriptures, but he was
being specially dealt with as one
of the chosen and inspired apostles.
This also gave him an advantage
over the rank and file of those
who are called to follow in the
footsteps of the Master. In view
of the eircumstances, then, we
shiould not take the case of Saul
as a criterion to be followed by all
the newly converted and conse-
crated, ’

Knowledge of God and His plan
is fundamentally important in the
Christian life. One reason for this
is that every Christian is called
to be an ambassador for Christ, a
minister of the Gospel. God’s ar-
rangement for the acquiring of this
knowledge is through the study of
His Word. A considerable knowl-
edge of the Word is essential to
lead one to the point of full sur-
render to the will of God. 1t is
God’s will that after one has made
a consecration he should give him-
self to much study in order to
show. himself approved unto God,
“a.workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the
Word of truth.”—2 Tim, 2:15.

The Christian’s “first<love” zeal
for proelaiming the truth should
by no means be quenched, but the

preper spirit of meekness and hu-
mility should deter him from un-
dertaking a general public min-
istry unti! he is well grounded in
both the letter and the spirit of the
truth. As for serving in the church,
none shoud undertake this until
he receives the recognition of the
church by being made an elder.

Our lesson shows that ere long,
under the direction of Barnabas,
Paul worked in conjunction with
the church at Antioch. This is a
wise and Scriptural procedure,
which all the brethren will do well
to follow. There would seem to be
something akin to self-will and
spiritual insubordination on the
part of one who does not wish to
submit himself to the jurisdiction
of any local ecclesia of God's peo-
ple. Even the Apostle Paul, whose

_divine -appointment was unques-
- tiohable, was glad to be sponsored

and sent out into the ministry by
a. local ecclesia. o
A seal of divine approval upon
Paul’s early ministry was the fact
that it resulted in his being perse-
cuted and threatened with death.
Persecution alone is not necessar-
ily an evidence that God is pleased
with our work. Many are perse-
cuted for wrong-doing. But if we
preach the pure truth, in the prop-
er spirit of love, and are perse-
cuted as a result, we may rejoice,

QUESTIONS:

How was it possible for Saul to be
qualified to preach Christ so soon aftes
his conversion?

‘What arrangement has God made for
providing ambassadors of Christ- with
an adequate knowledge of the truth?. -

What was ‘one of the evidences that.
Paul’s early ministry of the Gospeld
was approved by God? '
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Spreads Glad Tidings

PAUL BECOMES A MiSSIONARY

“APRIL 23—Aets 13:1-4; 14:3-20

GOLDEN TEXT -The Holy Spirit said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul’
- for the. ‘work whereunto I have called them.~—Acts 13:2.. '

THE writer of the Book of Acts,'

narrating an experience of Saul,
observes, “who also is called
Paul” (Acts 13:9) It was but
datural- that the name Saul would
always remind the apostle, as well
as othesns, of the time when he so
bltterly persecuted the church. It
was very fitting that he should now
bme to be known as Paul. The
apostle, however, did not forget
. his past, except in the sense of not
continuing in a wrong course. If
was an experience that served well
to keep him humble and to help
him realize that only by the grace
df God had the’eyes of his under-
standing been opened to know ihe
truth; and that only by that same
grace ‘'was he now . “permitted to
serve the Lord as an apostle. That
he should become known among
the brethren ‘as Paul, rather than
Saul, was a further token of divine
favor which doubtless helped
somewhat to widen his field of use-
fulness.

In last weeks lesson we ob-
served the appropriateness of
God’s servants-working under the
jurisdiction of their local churches.
In today’s lesson this thought is
omphasized again; -the Lord indi-
cating that this is His arrange-
ment for:the church, "At Antioch
t'here was -apparently a fau'-smed
ecclesia of- the saints.

b.Paul was bgought to Antloch
from Tarsus by Barnabas and in-

troduced to the congregation;, 'and
both of them worked in c¢onjunc-
tion - with these " brethren for a
year. Barnabas, previously, had
been ‘sent to Antioch by the
church at Jerusalem. Having ‘al=
ready’ met Paul in Jerusalem fol-
lowing: his conversion, Barnabas
conceived the idea of looking him’
up in His home at Tarsus and in-
viting Bim to become a colaborer.
Paul accepted the invitation and
together = they served with the
Brethren at Antioch. - What " a
Blessed’ year that must have been.
It was a happy time for the breth~
ren, because it was a time of ac~
t1v1’ay :

Then "due to near-famine- ccm-
ditions in the Jerusalem terutory,
Paul and Barnabas were sent to
deliver material aid to the breth-
ren in that vicinity, the brethren
in Antioch being instrumental in
raising funds for the purpose.: 1€
was. upon their return to Antioch
that the Lord, through the’ Holy
Spirit, mdlcated His desire’ f.hat
Paul and Barnabas should * rigt:
limit their service to the Antioeh’
ecclesia, but should go farther
afield. “The Holy Spirit said, Sep-
arate me Barnabas and Saul- f'or
the work whereunto I have called
them.”—Acts 13:2. :

This information was’ glven_ to
{he church, and it was the chitifich,
that acted .as sponsors of’ these.
two servants of the Lord. It was
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‘A Church “Issue "Setiied

GENTILE ISSUE SETTLED

APRIL 30-—Acts 15:23-29; Galatians 2:1, 2,9, 10, 20, 21

GOLDEN TEXT: Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.—Romans 5:1,

ONE of the outstanding issues in
-the church during the days of
the apostles was what should be
done with GQGentile converts. To
understand why this should be it
-ds necessary to remamber that for
auore than eighteen hundred years
‘the Israelites had been the only
people to enjoy God’s covenant
‘blessings. They had come to look
upon Gentiles as “dogs” and con-
sidered themselves fo be the chief
favorites of heaven.

For a Jew to accept Christ as the
Messiab. did not in itself change
this traditional Jewish attitude to-
“ward. Gentiles, hence, when Gen-
tiles commenced to infiltrate into
the churches it posed a serious
problem, which had to be dealt
with officially in an apostolic con-
ference at Jerusalem. The findings
of. this conference, and the rules
it laid down, furnished a back-
ground of authority for the apos-
tles, and later for others to con-
sult whenever and wherever a dis-
pute arose over the guestion.

The difﬁculty‘ in the church was
that some of the Jewish converts

—apparently among the teachers

—insisted that Gentiles, in order
to- be received into the fellowship
of ‘the church, should be circum-
cized and otherwise brought under
- the ‘bagdage of the Law Covenant.
Jews who had been strict in their
adherenee to the law, and who
had viewed ‘Gentlles as. unclean,

found it hard to realize that one
could be clean and acceptable to
God by simply believing in Christ
and consecrating himself to His
service, As they grew in grace
and knowledge they could under-
stand this, but there were no
Christians of long standing in the
church when this issue arose, They
were all beginners in the narrow
way. As Jews, they had accepted
Jesus as their Messiah and the
Son of God, but few of them had
grasped the full import of the
truth that they could be justified
by faith in His blood. They had a
zeal for God but it was not always
according to knowledge.

In due time, however, and in
His own way, God arranged to
deal with the Gentile problem.
His new apostle, the converted -
Saul, figured largely in those ar-
rangements, although not ex-
clusively. The Scriptures indicate
that Paul was a special apostle to
the Gentiles. By special revelation
from God he grasped the issue
clearly, and made it plain that
justification was through faith in
Clirist, 'and not by the keeping of
the Law. Yet Peter's experience
in taking the Gospel to the first
Gentile convert had no small bear-
ing upon the decisions reached at
Jerusalem where the Gentile is-
sue was discussed. He there related
what to him was unquestionable
evidence that God was accepting
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Gentiles into the church, and the
testimony he gave was used by
James in his summing-up address.
—Acts 15:13-21.

Paul and Barnabas also had
much to say at that conference, al~
though their testimonies are not
recorded. (Acts 15:12) As Paul
writes about it in his letter to the
Galatians, it was with some diffi~
culty that the conference was in-
fluenced to decide that it would
not be necessary for Gentiles to be
circumcised. But a victory was
gained which must have meant
much in the way of spiritual prog-
ress in the early church.

The conference did not decide
to impose no restrictions at all up-
on Gentile converts. It was de-
cided, rather, to recommend that

they abstain from blood, from for--

nication, from eating things that
had been strangled, and from eat-
ing meat which had been offered
to idols. All of these things were
customary among the Gentiles of
the time, and were not looked up-
on by them as being wrong. To
the Jewish minds they were all
very wrong. Because Gentile con-
verts were associating with Jew-
ish Christians, it was quite fitting
that they be required to make this
overture to Jewish feelings.

In' recommending to the con-
ference that letters to this effect
be dispatched to the churches,
James explained that it was be-
cause of the fact that in every city
there were those who still held to
the teachings of Moses. The ap-
parent thought was that if they
hoped to reach these and help
them in the Christian way, some
consideration must be given to

their viewpoints. Fornication was
wrong anyway. As for the other
things, it depended somewhat on
the way one.had been trained as
to how he would view them; but
it would work no special hardship
upon Gentiles to change their hab-
its of life to the extent of giving
them up.

We find that Paul himself, as we
would say today, practiced what
he preached. In 1 Corinthians 8:
13 he expresses his view on the
subject. In Romans 14:12-23 he
elaborates on it still further. In
these lessons he shows that the
principle involved was that of

love for the brethren.

It was apparently this principle
that guided the brethren at the
Jerusalem conference to reach the
decision they did. Perhaps, indeed,
Paul presented similar arguments
at the conference to those he used
in his epistles to the Corinthians
and the Romans. In any case, a
controversy that threatened to dis-
rupt the church was officially set-
tled, and, without doubt, in a man-
ner pleasing to God. Gentile con-
verts, without having the yoke of
the Law imposed upon them, were
given the privilege of exercising
a measure of restraint with respect
to. their former customs, in the in-
terests of peace and good fellow-
ship among all the brethren,

QUESTIONS:

What was one of the trying issues in
the early church? and how was it of-
ficially settled?

Why did some of the Jewish Chris-
tians think it was necessary for Gen-
tile converts to be circumcised?

What fundamental principle of Chris~
tianity guided the apostles in reaching
their decision at Jerusalem?



Answers Macedeonia Call

PAUL CROSSES INTO EUROPE

MAY 7-—Acts 16:13-

GOLDEN TEXT: 1 press toward

15; Philippians 3:7-12
the mark for the prize of the high

calling of Ged in Christ Jesus~~Phifippians 3:14,

OUTSTANDING in the life of
the Apostle Paul was his alertness
and zeal in doing that which the
Lord indicated to be His will. In
response to the call, “Come over
into Macedonia and help us,” we
now find him in his new field of
service. Paul and those with him
were in Philippi over the week-
end, and on the sabbath, seeking
an opportunity to witness for the
truth, they went outside the city
to a place of prayer located at the
side of a river, knowing that they
would find devout people there
who might have a hearing ear for
the message.

They had a wonderful experi-
ence. It was true in those early
days, even as it still is today, that
the people generally were not
ready for the truth. There were
occasions when it seemed that a
considerable number became in-
terested, but at other times the
response was small, and the apos-
tles and other missionaries of the
time must have found it hard not
to become ~ discouraged. True,
three thousand believed on the
day of Pentecost, but that experi-
ence was not repeated. Thereafter
the newly interested came in by
pnes and twos for the most part,
and yet they came. A

So it was by the riverside near
Philippi. The experience of Paul
and his fellow workers here was
one long to be remembered, not

because a large number accepted
the message, but because of the
warmth of heart and the genuine
zeal manifested: on the part of
those who did believe. Among
them was Lydia, the seller of pur-
ple. She invited Paul and Silas to
make use of her home, and the
brethren met there and together
rejoiced in the truth of the Gospel.
Later, while in prison at Rome,
Paul wrote to the church at Phi-
lippi expressing his joy in their
fellowship, a fellowship which had
been precious to him “from the
first day until now.”—Phil. 1:3-5.

There is no joy this side the
vail greater than that experienced
in giving the truth to others. How
Paul’s heart must have leaped for
joy that sabbath day when he
found hearing ears among those
gathered by the riverside for
prayer! But there are also trials to
be encountered. God knows how
to blend the bitter with the sweet
in every Churistian’s life in order
to assure that refinement of char-
acter for which He is looking.

Following the heart-cheering
experience of finding new interest,
opposition arose, and as a result
Paul and Silas were summarily
beaten, and thrown into prison.
They were singing hymns of praise
in their prison sanctuary when
suddenly an earthquake burst
open the doors and made possible
their escape. But they did not
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take advantage of them opportun—"

ity to escape, and bade the jailer
not to harm himself on their ac-

count, that they were not running .

away. The wonderful example
thus displayed had its effects upon
the jailer, and he accepted the
message and was baptized.

Some have wondered how it was
possible for converts to be ready
for baptism so soon after hearing
.the message, as they apparently
‘were on many occasions in those
early days of the Christian era.
One reason, perhaps, was that they
didn’t have so many errors to un-
learn as we have today, so that
the truth could be" grasped much
more easily.

" Perhaps, also, we tend to make
the gospel message more complex
than it really. needs to be. The
simple fundamentals of belief in
Christ, and the surrender of our
will to do the will of God, might
well be grasped clearly and quick-
ly by those whose minds are not
cluttered up with all sorts of false
theories. Anyway, it worked out
that way back in those early days,
and we must assume that the
apostles did not baptize their con-
verts until they were really ready
for it. )

Belief in Christ, and the sym-
bolizing of one’s consecration- to
do God’s will, is, after all, but the
beginning of the narrow way. The
whole Christian life is then before
us, in which to learn the details
of the truth and apply them in our
daily walk with God. Paul, like
many others of his time, was bap-
tized at the very beginning of his
Christian career, but he continued

to learn, and continued to grow..

v VVhen writing from prison in Rome
- to the church at Philippi, ‘as our
lesson indicates, he still felt that
he had not “apprehended” that
for which he had been appre-
hended of Christ. He was. still
pressing toward the mark for the
prize of the high calling of God in
Christ Jesus. »

Paul’s statement, - “This ome
thing I do,” was characteristic of
his whole Christian life, nor did
he become weary in ‘well doing.
His entire life, while lightened
with the blessed and happy ex-
periences was, nevertheless, one
of trial., Every great joy seemed
to be counterbalanced with a se-
vere trial, yet he never regretted
that he had entered the narrow
way. There was never any thought
of turning back. Even while in
prison at Rome, he was still press-
ing forward, still rejoicing in the
privilege of suffering with Christ,
if by any means he might attain
unto the resurrection of the dead.

There is a valuable lesson in. this
for us.. One of the qualities we all
need to develop is that of long-
suffering and endurance. Many
Christians run well for a time, and
then become weary. This is true
in the Christian life as a whole,
and it is frequently true in the
things we undertake in the service
of God. We like Paul, should fight
a good fight to the end. '

QUESTIONS:

Why did Paul and Silas go to Mace
donia?

Did people accept the truth in large
numbers during the days of the apos-
tles? )

What is the prize of the high calling
for which Paul was running?
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TEST YOUR HNOWLEDGE

HOW MANY OF THESE BIBLE QUESTIONS CAN YOU ANSWER?

1—What Old Testament charac-
ter was found among the bulrushes
of the Nile by the daughter of a
king?

2-—Where was Moses when he
received the Ten Commandments
from the God of Israel?

3—To what did Christ
compare the joy of a shep-
herd, who had found a lost
sheep?

4—Complete this text:
“His breath goeth forth, he
returneth to his earth,”

5—For how many did Christ
die?

6—What great miracle which
our Lord performed was especial-
ly responsible for the determina-
tion of the religious leaders of His
day to put Him to death?

T—Will the Kingdom of God

ever be established in the earth?
© 8—Which is correct: (A) Be-
cause of his disobedience Adam
was sentenced to eternal torment,
or (B) because of his disobedience
Adam was sentenced to death?

9-—How many will come forth
from the tomb at the time of the

raising of the dead?

10—What book in the Bible re-
cords the following prophecy:

“Give unto the Lord the glory
due His name: bring an offering,
and come into His courts; O wor-
ship the Lord in the beauty
of holiness: fear before
Him, all the earth. Say
among the heathen that the
Lord reigneth: the world
-also shall be established
that it shall not be moved:
He shall judge the people
righteously. Let the heavens re-
joice. and let the earth be glad:
let the sea roar, and the fulness
thereof. Let the field be joyful,
and all that is therein: then shall
all the trees of the wood rejoice
before the Lord: for He cometh,
for He cometh to judge the earth:
He shall judge the world with
righteousness and the people with
His truth.”

11—In which Book of the Bible
is the promise that the “ransomed
of the Lord shall return”? Who are

-the ransomed of the Lord? and

from where do they return?

(Answers en page $4)
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WISDOM FROM ABOVE-THE NOBLEST SCIENCE, THE BEST INSTRUCTION
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SPEAKING THE SAME THING

“Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that
there be no divisions among you; but that ye be per-
fectly joined together in the same mind and in the
same judgment.”—1 CoriNTHIANS 1:10.

OW APPROPRIATE and filled with true Christian meaning

are the words of that beautiful hymn: .
“Blest be the tie that binds
Our hearts in Christian love;
The fellowship of kindred minds
Is like to- that above.”

Every testimony of God's Word pertaining to the proper atti-

tude of the Lord’s people toward each other encourages a dwelling
together in unity. The Prophet David foretold the blessedness of
unity. among the brethren.. (Psalm...133)...Jesus encouraged it and
prayed for it, and the apostles, echoing the sentiments of the

Master, admonished us to practice it. ’
Disunity among the consecrated is evidence that the spirit of

carnality has temporarily, at least in a measure, overcome the
spirit of sacrifice and love. Even a partial defeat of the new crea-
ture and its aims is regrettable, and means that if victory finally is
to be won, lost ground must be regained. A further step in the
direction of carnality is the misuse of Scriptures in an attempt to
justify ourselves in a wrong course.
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divisions would take place among ‘theLord’s people, but God's

foreknowledge of wrongdoing should not he understood as justify-
ing the wrongdoer. Even though the ideal "of full Christian unity
cannot be attained by the church in the flesh, it is toward such a
goal, nevertheless, that every consecrated follower of the Master
should- press. No Christian should feel entirely satisfied with his
daily walk in the narrow way while he remains to any extent out
of fellowship with other Christians in the same narrow way.

CHRISTIAN STANDARp WHAT IS the standard of Christian unity,
OF UNITY and how can that standard be attained? Man-

ifestly, if we have different standards of un-
ity, we cannot be united. The reason Baptists are not united with
Catholics is because they have no common ground upon which to
dwell together in unity. Lutherans have established a platform of
their own; as have each of the so-called orthodox denominations,
hence they have very little in common upon which to practice
Christian unity. Despite this there are strong sentiments for unity
among all denominational groups at the present time. Unity in this
case is being sought upon the basis of compromise, by which each
group relegates to the background doctrines and practices hitherto
considered of fundamental importance.

The most important fundamental of true Christian unity is the
recognition of Christ, and Christ alone, as being the Head of the
church. “All ye are brethren,” the Scripturés declare, and “one
is your Master, even Christ.” (Matt. 23:8) Where other heads
exist, whether they be individuals, groups, creeds, organizations,
or merely our own stubborn wills, thele can be no valid Ch11st1an
unity.

corist permnes 1N THE MASTER’S prayer that His follow_ers
CHRISTIAN UNITY might be one, He defined the ornghess as being

. the same as between His Father and Himself.
That was a oneness which resulted from the Master’s complete
surrender to do His Father’s will. It was not a compromise unity
in which the Father agreed that His Son could do some things to
please Himself, and the Son agreed to do part of the Father’s will.
It was a oneness, rather, which was based upon the Son’s recog-
niion of the absolute sovereignty of the divine will as the govern-
ing principle of His life.

Using this to illustrate the oneness that should exist between
58
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the brethren, we can see that the only unity with which God would
be pleased is that which is based upon full surrender to Him, and
a recognition of Christ as our Head in all things. This is not a new
thought. It has been stated and affirmed over and over again.
Denominationalists have all said it, and claimed to believe it. Bible
Students have all said it, and claimed that they were practicing it,
but it needs saying again. And what is more important, it needs
to be taken into our hearts and actually applied in our lives. There
is little doubt in our minds that to whatever extent there is a lack
of good Christian fellowship among the people of God, that lack
can be traced directly or indirectly to a failure in recognizing Jesus -
as our Head, and His teachings as a guide to our Christian living.

Christians enlightened with present truth readily recognize
the error of allegiance to denominational heads. For these, Satan’s
deceptions are more subtle, and more appealing to the carnal de-
sires of the flesh. These deceptions are often false standards which
we set up in our minds, and we enlarge upon their importance un-
til they become idols which we worship instead of God. Having
created a false god or gods, the inclination is to judge others upon
the basis of their attitude toward that which we worship.

con's worp ONE OF the symptoms of this form of carnality is a
THE TEST lack of responsiveness to the plain declarations of

the Bible. Isaiah speaks of those who “tremble at His
Word” (Isa. 66:5), and again we are told of those who are guided
by God’s eye. (Psa. 32:8) Both these Scriptures indicate a humble,
alert and responsive disposition of heart and mind which is not
only anxious to know God’s will, but determnined to do it. But if
we build up theories in our minds, and attach great importance to
them because they are ours, God’s Word may lose its directive
power in our lives. Where this is true, it means that we have sub-
stituted our wills for the will of God, and are using our own heads
instead of being fully surrendered to Christ as our Head. This is
a fruitful cause of disunity among the Lord's people.

The carnal spirit of human leadership which began in the early
church is still prevalent among the Lord’s people, and, as in the past,
should be fought against, that Christ may reign supreme in the
church. Whether by lack of faith, personal friendships, oi favor-
itisms, we are prone constantly to reach out for some arm of flesh
upon which to lean. We should recognize the value, yea, the neces--
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sity, for all the servants the Lord has provided for His people.
Those enjoying the light of present truth certainly should ever re-
member the ‘faithfulness of “that servant” whom the Lord raised
up in this end of the age. If we follow the wholesome, Scriptural
instructions of that servant, as he followed the instructions of the
Lord, we will lean upon the Lord Himself, and accept the teach-
ings of His Word as the infallible guide of our lives.

A proper recognition of the Headship of Christ means appreci-
ation of that which He promised to do for the church. He prom-
ised that at the end of the age He would gird Himself and come
forth and serve His people with meat in due season. (Luke 12:37)
He promised that He would raise up a wise and faithful servant as
His earthly representative in the serving of this timely spiritual
food. How we rejoice today in the knowledge of God’s Word that
has been made possible through the fulfilment of these promises.
So important are these truths pertaining to the time in which we
are living, involving as they do a knowledge of Christ’s presence
and the day of the Lord, that the apostle speaks of those who ara
blind to them as being in darkness.—1 Thessalonians 5: 4, 5.

HARMONY RECOGNITION of another as a Christian is based
OF TEACHINGs S°lely upon belief in the ransom and full consecra-

tion to God, but unity in the church goes beyond
this. In our text, Paul admonishes that we “all speak the same
thing.” Certainly this is necessary if there is to be unity among
us. If some in an ecclesia teach that we are in the day of the Lord’s
presence, and some teach that we are not, obviously there cannot
be unity. If some teach that the New Covenant of promise has al-
ready been inaugurated, and some teach that it has not, there is
furnished another fruitful cause of disunity. So we might go on
mentioning a number of important points of doctrine brought to us
by our returned Lord upon which there is a necessity of agreement
among the teachers in the church, if the spirit of unity with Christ
is to be promoted.

- The Scriptures reveal that the doctrinal standards for teachers
are more exacting than for those we accept merely as our brethren
in Christ. This is shown in Paul’s letter to the Hebrews. In chap-
teg 3, verse 1, he addresses them as “holy brethren,” yet in chap-
ter 5, verses 12-14, he makes it plain that these holy brethren were
not qualified to be teachers because they had not progressed suf-
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ficiently in the truth. Here we have Scriptural authority for in-
sisting that those whom we accept as teachers in the church must
be well grounded, not only in the elementary features of the tiuth,
but in the deep things of God as well. This being a Scriptural
standard outlined by one of Christ’s inspired apostles, we should
accept it as Christ’s standard, and our loyalty to the Headship of
Christ in the church should impel us to abide by it.

We emphasize this point because it is'to be observed that one
of the causes of disunity among some of the Lord’s people today .is
the persistent desire of brethren not sound in the truth to be rec-
ognized as teachers in the church. Personal friendships and favor-
itisms make it difficult for some to ignore these overtures. In all
such cases, the individual hrethren concerned are the only ones
who can decide what they should do. We are merely pointing out
here what we believe to he Scriptural standards, and reminding
the friends that unity in the church does not call for the recog-
nition as teachers of all who may wish to teach. ‘

aurority or THE LOCAL ECCLESIA enters prominently into
THE cHURcn  the matter of unity in the church. Each local

class of the brethren is recognized by God as His
church, over which Jesus is the Head. The practice of unity calls
for a proper recognition of the authority vf the local ecclesia. ‘This
truth, of course, is predicated on the assumption that the local
ecclesia is made up of a group of the consecrated who have been
called out of Babylon by the message of present truth, and are
loyal to that truth. Insubordination to such an ecclesia on personal
or technical grounds is the practice of division in the church. God
has His own way of binding the body members of the church to-
gether, and if we break those sinews of faith, and love and devo-
tion to Chirist and to each other, surely our sp1r1tual growth wxll
be impaired, and the new creature will be in danger of death.

It is an unscriptural argument that God wants His people to
divide yet more and more. He has called His people to come out of
Babylon, but having separated themselves from the great nominal
mass of denominationalists, He now wants us {o be united in Christ.
This is the ideal for which we should strive, and anything contrary
thereto is to be deplored and rectified, if possible, not by compro-
mising the truth, but by the searching of our hearts and the -puri-
fying of our minds by zealous study and practice of the truth. -
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PPOINTMENTS oag~

. ‘Information as to time and place
of meetings in the -various places
served by speakers listed below,
will be gladly furnished by the
Pilgrim Department of The Dawn,
East Rutherford, New Jersey.

F. A. BRIGHT
New Haven, Conn. (Morning)..April 16

Waterbury, Conn. (Afternoon)........ 16
Allentown, Pa. .....cciviiiiienieiinaans 30
S. C. DE GROOT
Hartford, Conn. ..........ccvuvvs April 2
Baltimore, Md. ....e..ovosesseesneeens 16
Boston, Mass. ........ovvvivieennsaenns 30
A. C., FREY
Hartford, Conn. ................. April 2
' W. J. HOLLISTER '
Paterson, N. J. .......ccoiivnnin. April 9
P. KOLLIMAN
Groton, Conn. (Morning)....... April 16
New London, Conn, (Afternoon) ...... 16
Philadelphia, Pa. .. ...ccvvviiiiniininas 23
R. A KREBS
lekes Barre, Pa, ............... April 2
Scranton, Pa. 3

Hazleton, Pa.

Allentown, Pa. ........coiiiiiiiiniinnes 5
Lehighton, Pa. .....ccioviiiivniiineenes 6
Easton, Pa. ...cooiiiiiiiiiiiiinininnas 7
Rutherford, N. J. ..o, 9
Paterson, N. J. o iviiiiiniiiieinnnanes 16
Jersey City, N. J. ....citiiviiiiiienis 23
Philadelphia, Pa. .........coc0vuee v 2
Wilmington, Del, ........covviviineinns 28
Washington, D. C. (Morning)......... 30
Baltxmore, Md. (Afternoon)........... 30
Clinton, Conn. ,.......eoeveeens May 2,3
F. W. RICE
Mhaca, N, Y. coeviinrernnnacenens April 2
Paterson, N, J. ...l 30
J. Y. MAC AULAY
The Dalles, Ore.t.. .ooeerienees April 2, 3.
Yakima, Wash. ... i.vciviiiiiiinina , 6
Spokane, Wash. .........ivevvvneenes 9,10

Seattle, Wash. ........oo.0vuee. 12,13, 16
Tacoma, Wash, ......iviiiienininnninnn

Bellingham, Wash .................... 18
Vancouver, B. C. Can. ................ 23

W. S. MARSHALL

Dexter, Me. ....covvviiininnen. April 2,9
Guilford, Me. ........ccciiiiiiininnn 16
Ellsworth, Me, .........ocvvvviinnnnnn. 23
Orono and Stillwater, Me. ............ 30

G. M. WILSON
New York, N. Y. (Carnegie Hall)April 2

W. N. WOODWORTH

Reading, Pa. .......covviivvinnnns Apr11 2
Boston, Mass. ......cc.oiiiiiiii

HAVE YOU ASKED?

Frequently we hear from read-
ers asking why ‘the traveling lec-
turers sponsored by The Dawn do
not visit their communities.” Prob-,
ably the main reason is they have
not requested such visits. If you
are not on our list for visits, and
desire to be, send in your request
at once. There is no charge for
the service. Write for details.

NEW EDITION OF HYMN BOOK

We are now contemplating pub-
lishing 'a new -edition of “Hymns
of Dawn” with music. While it
will probably be at least two or
more months before the new hymn
books are available for distribu-
tion, we make this early an-
nouncement in order that the
friends may know that they can
look forward to them. Those wha
have not placed definite orders for
hymn books with music will help
us in determining. the size of the

. edition by indicating their needs.
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CONYENTIONS

The conventions listed below are not sponsored by the Pub-
lishers of The Dawn, but are courtesy announcements which we
are glad to. make in the interests of Bible study and Christian

fellowship.

The gatherings are sponsored and the programs ar-

ranged by local groups of Bible Students where they are held.
Where local secretaries are noti listed, we will be glad to furnish
whatever additional information we may have at hand. ‘

HARTFORD, CONN. April 2-—This
convention is sponsored by the breth-
ren ‘of New London and Groton, Conn.
It is expected that A, C. Frey and S. C.
De Groot will be the speakers. There
will ‘be sessions in the Italian language
for the benefit of those who do not
understand - English. Meetings -will be
héld .in Odd YFellows Hall, 420. Mam
Street. Opens in the morning,

SAGINAW, MICH,, April 2—In thd
Woman's Club 311 N Jeffersont Street.

JTHACA, N. Y., April 2 and 30——A11-
day gathermgs at 205 E. Falls Street

CHICAGO, ILL Aprll 8 ,aml 9—
Easter week-end gathermg in regular
hall Central Masohlc Temple, 910 N.
LaSalle Street. For' further informa-
tion,. write to the' Secretary, Adam Mis-
kawitz, 1952 8. Christiana Avenue, Chi-
cago, IlIl. Thé . usual fourth Sunday
convention will also be held at thg
same *address.

REXFORD, N. Y, April 9—Home of
C. Plath:' Take Salatoga bus at Schen-
ectady, and get off at Blue Barns. |

SHAMOKIN, PA,, April 16—Red Men’s
Hall, Market Street
+ DETROIT, MICH., Aprii 23—Macca-~
bees Buildjng, Woodward Avenue at
Putnam, Opens at 10:00 a. m.

BROOKLYN,; N. Y, April 36-—Pro-
grams will be malled giving address, or
write for information to the Secretary,

Felix-S. ‘Wassman, 44 vamgston Street, -

Brooklyn, N. Y,

The convention will not be held at
the former meeting place of the Associ-
ated Bible Students, as the hall is no
longer.used by the congregation. .

WEATHERFORD, TEX, April 30—
Zion Hill SchooIhouse, near Weather-
ford.

DAYTON OHIO, May 21, 28-—Detalls
later.

CHAUTAUQUA, OHIO August 3-9,
Details later. '

GREATER NEW YORK DlSTRICT

Public Meetings

The Brooklyn Ecclesia of Associated
Bible Students is sponsormg a series of
four public .meetings in the Chapter
Room, Carnegie Hall, 7th Avenue and
57th Street, New 'York City. The dates
for these meetihgs dre '‘Sunday, March
26, April 2, 9 and 16. The hour is: §
oclock in the afternoon. These public
meetings take the plice of the fegular
Sunday afternoon mcetmgs on the dated
given. . L

This series of meetmgs ‘will give
brethren -in the dlStl}Ct an  opportunity
to invite their friends fo hear thé mes-
sage, Advertising matter is available to
those who may wish to co-operate-in
the work of distributios, tor for. use in
connection with extendu;g personal in-
vitations. It can be obtained from the
Setretary, Felix S Wassmann, 44 Liv+
mgston Street, 'onoklyn, N: Y.i :

o

‘Memorial Servxces——Apnl 6

BROOKLYN ECCLESIA—The Memo-
rial services of the Brooklyn Ecclesia
will be held in4he Chapter Room, Car-
negie Hall, Tth Avenue and 57th Street,
New York City; 8:15 P. M.

PATERSON ECCLESIA—~Memorial
services to be held in The Dawn par-
Iors, 145 W, Passaic. Avenue, Ruther-
ford, N. J.; 8 P. M.

JERSEY CITY ECCLESIA—Memonal
service will be held #i'the Y, W. €, A,,

270 -Fairmont Avenue; 7:30 P. M. .
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Answers to Bible Questions
(Questions Appear on Page 56)

1—Moses, found by the daughter
of Pharoah, Ruler of Egypt. Ex-
odus 2;1-8.

2—0n Mount Sinai.
chapters 19 and 20.

3-—-To the joy in heaven over
one repentant sinner. Luke 15:3-7.

4—“in that very day his thoughts
perish.”’—Psalm 146:4,

5—For all. Hebrews 2:9 states:
“But we see Jesus, who was made
a little lower than the angels for
the suffering of death, crowned
with glory and honor; that He by
the grace of God should taste
death for every man.”

6—The raising of Lazarus from
the sleep of death. John 11:43-53;
12:16-19. .

T7—Yes, our Lord would néver
told out a false hope. He taught
His disciples to pray: “Thy King~
dom come. Thy will be done in
earth, as it is in heaven."—Matt.
6:10.

8—B is correct. Genesis 3:17-19:
“And unto Adam He said, because
thou hast heatkened unto the
voice of thy wife, and hast eaten
of the tree of which I commanded
thee saying, Thou shalt not eat of

r——

Exodus, "

it: cursed is the ground for thy
sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of
it all the days of thy life. Thorns
also - and thistles shall it bring
forth to thee; and thou shalt eat
the herb of the field. In the sweat
of thy face shalt thou eat bread,
till thou return uato the ground;
for out of it wast thou taken: for
dust thou art, and unto dust shalt
thou return.”

9—John 5:28,29 states that all in
their graves will come forth. Acts
24:15 states, “There shall be a res-
urrection of the dead, both of the
fust and unjust”

10—Psalm 96:8-13. This proph-
ecy should remove the fear some
people have of the day of judg-

- aent. Men today are looking for-

ward to & new world of justice and
righteousness. The world’s lead-
ers have not been able to give it to
them. The Lord will give it in the
establishment of His Kingdom
during the day of judgment. Read
the bold faced portion of this proph-~
ecy again, as it is quoted above.

11-Tsaiah 35:10. The ransomed
of the Lord are those for whom
Jesus died—all mankind. They
will return from death.

“The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul; the testi-
amony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple. The statutes
of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of
the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes. The fear of the Lord is
clean, enduring forever: the judgments of the Lord are true and

_.righteous altogether. More to be desired are they than gold, yea,
than much fine gold: sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb.
Moreover by them is thy servant warned: and. in keeping of
them there is great reward.”—Psalm 19:7-11.
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Volume 1:

Studies in the Scriptures
 ‘ Recommended to Students ds Veritable
. Bible Keys—Quver Three Thousand Pages

DE LUXE SET, §5—BLUE CLOTH, $3

& -

The Divine Plan of the Ages—Cloth, 40 cents; 10 or more,

30 cents: paper bound, 25 cents; 10 or more, 18 cents.

Veolume 2:
Volume 3:
Volume 4:
Volume 5:
Volume 6:

e )

5-CENT BOOKLEYS

As Angels of Light—Discusses the
éubject of Spiritualism.

Christ Has Returned—Rationalizes a
much. misunderstood subject.

God and Reason—Supplants uedul!ty
with faith.

God’s Plan—Reveals progressive na-
ture of God’s purpose.

Hope Beyond the Grave—Gives defi-
nite dssurance of future life.

The Truth About Hell—Examines en-
tire testimony of the Bible on this
vital - subiect.

The Time is at Hand—Blue cloth, 40 cents

Thy Kingdom Come—Blue cloth, 40 cents

The Battle of Armageddon—Blue cloth, 65 cents

The Atonement Between God and Man—DBlue cloth, 65 cents
The New Creation—Blue cloth, 65 cents

G et e e

1-CENT BOOKLETS
Divine Infervention Ncar—Reassuring

God’s New Order—Discusses ng-
dom hope.

God’s Remedy—The only solution.
God’s Restitution Project—Will work.
Good News—Refreshing.

The Father, The Sou, The Holy Spirit

The Jew and the War-—A message of
hope.

The Judgment Day—Removes globm.

Berean Questions—On  The Divine
Plan of the Ages: Papexr bound, 10 cents,

Daily Heavenly  Manna—With birth-
day record: Cloth, 50 cents; de luxe, $1.

Tabernacle Shadows—25 ‘cents each;
lots of 10 or more, 18 cents each.

Evolutionists at the Crossroads—
25 cents each; 7 copies, §1.

Free Literature—Tracts, Kingdom Cards, Consolation Cards. etc.

R e

Zionism in  Prophecy—A | pre-war
treatise; 10 cents in any quantity.’

Envelopes—For mailing sample (.Ople
of The Dawn: 25 for 25 cents. :

“To Us the Scriptures Clearly ’I‘cdch”
—As on reverse of cover, 81 a hundred

in any quan-

ity desired. Write for information, or place an order.

therford
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@To Us the Scriptures Cleacly Teach

That the Church is “the Temple of the Living God”
~peculiarly “His workmanship”; that its construc--
tion has been in progress throughout the Gospel age
—ever since Christ became the world’s Redeemer
and the chief corner stone of this Temple, through
which, when finished. God's blessings shall come
“to all people,” and they find access to Him.—-1 Cor.
S60 17 Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14: Gal. 3:29.

That meantime the chiseling. shaping and polish-
ing of consecrated believers in Chuist's alonemeoent
for sin. prouresses:; and when the last of these “liv-
g stones” “eleet and precious.” shall have been
wiide condy the great Master Werkman will bring all

rothoer in the Fitst Resurrection: and the Temmnle
w be filled with s g'ﬂm‘y. anad be the mecetine
place hetween God and men thronghgt the Millen-
viens Dov, 39:5-8, '

That the basis of Hope for the Chureh and the
World lies in the fact that “Jesus Clivist, by the
orace of God, tasted death for every man.” “a ran-
sota for all” and will be “the true light which light-
oth every man that cometh into the world,™ “in due
time.”--Tebh. 2:9; John 1:8; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6.

That the hope of the Church is that she may be
like her Tord, “sce TIim as Te is.” be a partaker of
the divine nature” and share His glory as His joint-
Leir- -1 John 3:2: John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4.

That {he present missiow of the Church is the per- -
feeting of the saints for the future work of service:
to develop in hersell every grace; to be God’s wit-
ness to the world; and to prepare to be the kings and
priests of the next age~Eph. 4:12: Matt. 24:14; Rev.
1:6: 20:6.

That the hope for the World lies in the blessings
of knowledge and opportunity to be brought to all
by Christ’s Millennial Kingdom—the restitution of
all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and ohe-
dient, at the hands of their Redeemer and His glo-
rified Church—when all the wilfully wicked will be
destroved.—Acts 3:19-23; Isaiah 35.
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	THE EPISTLE OF CHRIST - CLAD
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	THE SACREDNESS OF LIFE - IBS - 3/26
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	PAUL'S EARLY PREACHING - IBS - 4/16
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